ABSENCE AND RHETORICAL (NON)CIRCULATION:
ANASTY WOMANO KAMALA HARRI S

A DISSERTATION
SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THE

TEXAS WOMANOGS UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE, CULTURE, AND GENDER STUDIES

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

BY

MARGARET V. WILLIAMS, B.A., M.A., M.L.A.S.

DENTON, TEXAS

AUGUST 2022

Copyright© 2022 By Margaret Williams

N

2020



DEDICATION

To my dad, Max Oliver Williams Jrandmy grandmother, Gilberta Knox Williams
for their lasting inspirationto my mother, Mildred McRae Williams

and my wife, Kim, for their love.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| would like to acknowledge the many people who havidey, supported, and inspired
me for this dissertation project. First, | thank my wife, Kim, for her love and support; without
her, this adventure would not have happened; without her, | could not have kept the faith during
this project. Second, | thankyncommittee chair, Dr. Dundee Lackey, for her patience, good
humor, and great ideas. | am also grateful to my committee members, Drs. Jackie Hoermann
Elliott and Brian Fehler for their encouragement and for the right words at the right time. | also
thank ellow students who went before me and always answered my questions, including Drs.
Justin Cook anélizabethCozby. Ithank my friend and colleaguSalena Parkefor the many
Astudy buddyo sessions, coff ee, thabamjuagej al ogue.
Culture, and Gender Studies program, including our chair aiotiaio, Drs. Genevieve West
and Gretchen Busl. Finally, as noted in the dedication, | honor the memories of my father, Max
Oliver Williams Jr., and my grandmother, Gilberta Knoxllms. The latter inspired me fgo
as far as | could in my education, though she did not get pagtfe. My father, a first
generation student who attended and finished college when | was in kindergarten, remains

always in my heart.



ABSTRACT
MARGARET V. WILLIAMS

ABSENCE AND RHETORICAL (NON)CIRCULATION:
ANASTY WOMANO KAMALA HARRIS I N 2020

AUGUST 2022

This project is an activist one that adds to digital scholarship, applies to praxis in writing
classrooms, and has the potential to inform fupaigical practices. In particulathis project
traces the absence, presenceganlfimatelyd the transformation of nhastyoman rhetorics
related to Kamala Devi Harris during tfedl 2020 presidential election in the United States.
Nastywoman rhetoricentail the persistent, deeply embedded practice of containing, silencing,
and demonizing women in public spheres by labeling and stereotyping them. This projext weav
a womanist perspective witdttor network theorfANT), a weaving that accounts for the
intersectional dynamics of nastyoman rhetorics in terms not just of sexism but also racism.
Thenpr esi dent Donald J. Trump | abeling Harris 0
from calling Hillary Rodham.Tisidifieteloca suiiasesioh a n
the absenting of Harris in circulating newedia headlines and social media, in overemphasis
on the fAnastyo | abel, and in tweets about Har
applied to Black women). Transformatd a hallmark of rhetorical circulatiénis also revealed
as ebb and flow of nastyoman rhetorics over time, as well as changes in affect. These
transformations were driven by the intxetion of newamedia coverage, soctatedia posts, and
events relatetb Harris. Through such findings, this project offers an ethical framework for
feminist scholarship; it also offers a set of strategies for countering-wastyan rhetorics, from

reclaiming our time to understanding (y)our media ecalogy
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CHAPTER |
NASTY-WOMAN RHETORICS
[ltds] not &adawmdpe cemseghh@aaod shit doesndt w
d Michelle Obama
Prelude
| remember telling my department chair that | wasinietrested in writing a political

dissertation, despite the many years | had spent covering local and regional politics in Asheville,
NC. | called myself a Arecovering journalist,
after two decades in the finesgM. Williams, 1999) | made a name for myself, back then, by
covering local politics with a wry but fair perspective. Truth is, | am still a journalist at heart, but
| want to go beyond reporting. | want to untangle the hows and whys poweringetite kv
witness such as the complexities and rhetonmslved in a April 17, 202, tweetby Dannie
D. featuringa photograph of actress Viola Daeis sheportrayedformer first lady Michelle
Obama(see Figure 1)l want to know the rhetorics, whetheairh teaching composition,
assessing a writing program, tracking current events, or analyzing texts. Furthermore, that work
includes acknowledging my position, which a good reporter resists doing and cloaks behind
Aobjectivity. o | amhaslonged eabed heikifia ferainisvbutrnasribeemw h o
deeply influenced by Black feminism and cultural rhetorics. This project troubles all these
threads. That is, by the summer of 2020 | had picked a political dissertation topic that would
require blendinggurnalistic practices with rhetorical theories and methods. | had picked a topic
that would also challenge me as a White feminist: rastiyian rhetorics in relation to Kamala

Devi Harris, a woman of color, during a few weeks of the 2020 presidentiabalsei@son. In



this project, | trace and analyze these rhetorics by weaatay network theorfANT) with a

womanist framework.

Figure 1

Viola Davis as Michelle Obama in Showtim&e First Lady

& Tweet

. ) ¢ Dannie Dg" |
Ay @DannieDO1

Are we surprised that Viola Davis is remarkable as
Michelle Obama; NO. She's amazing at all things.

4:06 PM - Apr 17, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone

47 Retweets 1 Quote Tweet 552 Likes

Note (Dannie, 2@2)



A Definition Nasty-Woman Rhetorics

During thefall 2020 presidential election season, nagtynan rhetorics in relation to
Kamala Devi Harris ebbed and flowed as they circulated in public discourse, but ultimately these
rhetorics declined over time and, ionse media ecologies, weabsent. Why? How? What do |
mean by nastyvo man r het or i f@k202®F isresats, o rnypbnth megeadrifiata
runs from shortly bef opresidedtaomineeshbosigh thevweekafter o n a
her inaguration (Aug. 202dFeb. 2021). Using this timeframe as a backdrop, | focus in this
project on a few select weeks in August. Second, | define-mastyan rhetorics as the
persistent, deeply embedded, multimodal practice of labeling, containing, silesming,
demonizing women in public spherag labeling and stereotyping theithird, | turn to
womanist frameworks as more inclusive and intersectional than feminism has been, historically.
Feminism has been Whijtaniddle-class, and cisgender; its singulard us on fAwomendso
often elides race, class, sexuality, belief systems like religions, and other dynamics. Fourth, ANT
is useful for tracing circulation within rhetorical ecologies (that is, within complex systems of
discourse). Lagesen (2012), forample,said "A main tenet of [ANT] is that society is an
achievement of people engaging in producing a variety of associations of human -dmuonam
elements” (p. 442). | argue that political rhetorics also involve the creation of associations,

human ad nonhuman; hence, ANT is useful for this study.

'n 2020, the Associated Press said that capitalizing
the former has a fishared culture, d whereas fAwhite peop
dondt bapertbemce of being discri minafThedVashiggion Postt becaus
however, capitalizes both Black and White (WashPostPR, 28B@).citation style also recommenttds style My

preference is not simply stylistic but rhetoridathoose to follow th@raxisof scholars like Nikol G. Alexander

Floyd and Julia S. Jordazachery(2018) who capitalize both descriptors and use theal acronyms WOC

(women of color) and BIPOC (&ck and/or Indigenous People of Color).



However, like the journalistic practices | followed for many yeaAlT tends to surface
the most visible actants in the network, and mainstream feminism may miss or dismiss the
intersections and intraction of such dynamics as race. These issues challenge this study,
because the most visible actants tend to be the most powerful and influential (i.e., White and
male). Mathematically speaking, intersections denote those points on a graph where X and Y
meet;they coeexist on that singular spot. By inte&tion, | mean a dynamic, fluid intersection. |
draw here on Laurie Gries (2013) and Karen Barad (2007) to explain the entanglement of
seemingly discrete elements in evolving rhetorical situations. Womanigomdtely, can help
remediate both ANT and mainstream feminism. Womanism posits an inclusive feéioran
closely related to Black feminist activism and scholarship. A womanist ANT, therefore, shifts the
perspective; it recenters our attention on interseat dynamics, such as the lived experiences of
women of color. With regard to this study, therefore, a womanist ANT acknowledges the
masculinist, White rhetorics of United States politics but foregrounds the rhetorical strategies of
those who do not fiieatly into thdJ.S. political patriarchy.

Author-activist Alice Walker introduced the womanist concept in the late 1970s, but in
this study,| draw on gnderstudies scholdtayli Phillips (Maparyam 2006). She explagdthat
awomanisd b as ed o ndefiNitidnkaswela&€ hi kwenye Okonjo Ogunye
and Clenora HudseWe e m2@0%d oan be fAanybody and everybody
with the identification of their individual standpoints and move toward the harmonization and
coordinationofevey o ne 6 s  s(p.>axvi). Anotedt | and a White, queer woman who
has identified with feminism for many years; however, | seek a more just and equitable space as |
create my academic identity, engage in scholarly conversations, andviganhnistmore

accurately reflects this acknowledgement and this desire. Womanism, as | understand it, calls for



transparency, acknowledged positionality, shifted perspectives, dialogue, and allyship.
Therefore, by weaving womanism with ANT, | seek an ethical, ptodumethodology for
tracing the circulation of nastyoman rhetorics in relation to Harris, a woman of color.
ANT helps trace these dynamic rhetorics over time because it calls for describing a
landscape, its human and nonhuman inhabitants, and thityaesitmessed therein. Eady
childhood education scholar Emilie Moberg (2088)dt hat ANT hel ps the r ese
the potential of many things going on at the
situation. Nastywoman rhetorics, for example, circulate in United States political and popular
culture, refreshed notjustliyonal d J. Trump calling Hillary R
in 2016(CNN, 2016)and Harris the same in 2019 and 2020, but also by repetition across news
and social. Much of this fAmany thingso activi
linking one event to the next. ANT also helps surface the interconnectedness and dynamic
relation of human and nonhuman actants within this networked flow. For example, when Harris
gave interviews in which -womeninsutsatminsukshd about
acted in combination with television media, the interviewer, and the infrastructure that
distributed the interview. She became part of an agtantassemblage of human and nonhuman
agents that intract across a large field of social activity ligeblic discourse. This visual, aural,
linguistic, spatial, and gestural assemblage circulated, distributed initially by various media
platforms (themselves actants in the system); thus, this assemblage can be traced over time.
However, as stated earlidigth feminism and ANT orient implicitly toward White,
cisgender, masculine perspectives. They both miss/dismissag@amonic rhetorics. Kristen R.
Moore (2018) addresda similar implicit/complicit bias in the technieebmmunication field;

sheremargd i [ F] emi ni sm has | ong represenmnmiddd t he i n



classwvomen whil e i gnoring those of women of <col o
more rhetorically, the meme or ideaf@fomaro sans race or class or sexuality, feminsmits
a host of dynamics (as well as individuals and groups) from the equation. In the process,
feminism privileges alphacentric, masculine d
women, people of col or, amRdl7pd448)elmadymamigi nal i ze
network characterized by distributed agency, ANT thingifies human agents, in part because the
system blurs individual and intersectional identities like race and gender. To trouble these
tendencies, | weave ANT with awomanistfewor k t o trace fAnasty woma
ideographandinterrogate the how and why, in the hope of suggesting future strategies. This
project, therefore, is an activist one that adds to digital scholarship, applies to praxis in writing
classrooms, and h#ise potential to inform future political practices.

| begin by restating my positionality and acknowledging that in this (and every) case,
At he personal I s /2006. The persandpaliticdl isl @so rhetaridal, Whited 7 O
and queer, | wasnce a reporter and editor who coveéremhd determined the coveragé ahe
candidaci es, elections, and terms of two Afir
Sitnick, was the townods first female apamayor ; t
Terry Bellamy. | reported on these women and voted for them, yet at the time | would have said |
held my personal beliefs apart from journalistic practice. That artificial separation meant that as a
reporter | omitted the intersectional challenges Ferry Bellamy, a young Black woman with a
working-class background, faced when she ran for office inadselfs c r i bed fApr ogr ess
town, Asheville, NC. Such hindsight inspired me to learn more about African American rhetorics
and Black feminismsl traced nastyoman rhetorics. For me, the journey began with the

mestiza rhetorics of a scholar, activist, poet, and Texas native | read many years ago and revisit,



time and again: Gloria Anzald({&990/2009) who remingédme Al W] oman al ways
whit ewoman ¢é [-efapl a@arwomamot just a oOowoman; 6 s he
race, she is a gendered racial bdingot j ust a gendered beingo (p.
culture, i n other words, the sttnorWhdesvereent i a l A
are Other; they are racially marked. Though feminism has come a long way from the days when
suffragettes excluded Black women in their efforts to get women the right to vote, as theory and
practice it still leans White, middielass,and cisgender. This truth shifts me to uneasy but

productive ground.

For example, my own histogiveswitness. Not long after Bellamy became mayor of

Asheville, a fellow journalist asked her how
jobo aof mMmWawyoraised her eyebrows and asked, fl
guestion?060 (Hardwi g, 2008). A few years | ater

her failed bid for Congress, we laughed and agreed that the answer was andfstitiusse not.

What we never talked about, unfortunately, was how White female candidabes
Ashevillebébs first woman mayor to Bdewettamyds op
rarely if ever asked such douddend, mommay or quest i onrmesswasedlitthh my 6 s |
unspoken; it was omitted. In my conversations with Bellamy, | failed to surface and perhaps

even seg¢hemultidimensionabinds she confronted during her political career. My readers, |

would have said then, were educated progressivagfoo m r ace was not fAan 1 ¢
many of my Asheville readers, | had an intellectual awareness of the racism, if only because |

grew up in the Deep South, but | could not truly see it because | had not lived it. Equally

probl emat i sattachnent to abgettivitg derdcializes, degenders, declasses; it erects a

wall between the personal and the political. Hence, Bellamyamas/sgoing to be asked by a



reporter how she would handle motherhood and mayoraldvaskif motherhood were not

work, Black women cannot possibly do both, and in any case Black women lack the silent

privilege White women carry when running for, and serving in, public office. By failing to

acknowledge this conundr um, I made Bell amyoés
Therefae, | remediate my own feminism by aligning with womanist perspectives to

create an ethical, socially just, productive study. Womanism draws on Black feminism, with

which it shares a key tenet: intersectionality. Kimberlé Crenshaw (1989) eeqilaenconept

by speaking of fAcrosscurrents of racism and s

Shesaidt hat Bl ack women A o{discaminat®d thecomebinedeffectseof d o u b |

practices which discriminate on the basis of race, and dn thes i s @dnshawe 208%. (

149). In other words, Black womérand all women of col@ experience an intersectional,

multilayered, multidimensional discrimination; they can experience sexism, classism, racism, or

ot her Ai sms o si mgoudlatthé same timen Julad@drddénZaohary(2018)

adcedt hat i ntersecti onal iUSBlackiemidistsandeameraoi d cr eat e

colorés articulations é allows for an interro

Black womaih o o (€haper 2, p. 101).The Jezebel stereotype, for instanrederenceshe

ancient queen of Israelho promoted the worship of false gods and destroyed her enemies,

according to the Bible. But by the 1800sintf8 fiJezebel 6 was wused to |

hypersexualized, fAfiendish, 0 exotic females w

advamt ageous, grotesque, enticing, aQGhapterd qui nt e

That is,Black women ar¢he Other, aberrantyetbeguiling andvaluable (as slaves and whores).

Intersectionality lays bare the prevalence of such stereotypedatesithe crosscurrents



outlined by Crenshaw. And it helps explain why White reporters like me tended to describe
Bell amyds political ambitions as suspect beca
Riffing on Crenshaw and Jord&achery, | see ietsectionality and Black feminism as
ways to push against implicitly White feminist thought, question my own privileged position,
align my perspective with marginalized individuals and groups, and interrogatentasgn
rhetorics in relation to Kamala Hés, a woman of colot Because | am not Black, however, my
perspective as a researcher is ethically described as womanist. | align with Rox42613ay
whocalled (and stillcallsh er sel f a fAbad f emi (pixsAwomanistmper f e c |
perspective, to summarize h i | ihtrodoeicosy discussion ithe Womanist Readesurfaces
intersectionalities but also brings everyone
and should be heard.
In that respect, | see womanism as a sistehogetiogy to cultural rhetorics, which Del
Hierroet al.(2016) relatdt o a Acall ¢é to think and communi c
orient to each otheros differences and affini
communitybased pro e s s o f (pamaa3jAllyshgpds work, practice, and process. More
like womanism than not, cultural rhetorics calls for scholars, teachers, and activists to come to
the table for dialogue and keep coming to the table for ongoing exchange and preelucti
dialogue. In mestiza rhetorics, for instance, Anzaldi®0/2009 said @A Al | i ance wor kK
attempt to shift positions, change positions, reposition ourselves regarding our individual and

coll ective i dentisworkeAs Del Higproet all(2DB6)also eplailed a n c e

2AWomen of color,o I|ike fipeople of color, 0 is a probler
used in public discussions about Bidends pick f

9



alliance is an active process; it goes beyond listening; we must carry it forward through ongoing
action, theory/frameworks development, and praxis.

In the spirit of allyship, therefore, in upcoming sections | make several rhetorical moves.
First, | introduce the guiding questions for studying nagbynan rhetorics. Second, | explain
what | mean by nastwoman rhetorics in relation to Harris. ThirdsituateANT and this project
within the wider realm of circulation studies and in terms of rhetorical ecologies. Finally, |
introduce the structure for this dissertation, by which | aim to disrupt, ever so slightly, the
genreds mascul irmsjlbegan this chapter foriexamplepvath an epigraph and
the screenshot of a twdat Dannie D. (2022(see Figure 1)With this approach, | foreground
the voices that ANT and (White) feminism, on their own, might nNggther (White)feminist
perspetives or ANT praxisattend to the intersections of race and gender in the Twitter
circulated image of aacclaimed Black actress portraying a former first lady in the middle of
posing for goortrait destined for the National Gallery; | discuss this imagéér in the final
chapter. In tls opening chapter and subsequent ones, my weaving of ANT with womanist
perspectivesnd foregounding of often marginalized voices are key moVégse moves
highlight my contribution to the field of rhetorics: a womansl T-related methodology useful
for surfacinggendered, racializedhetorics and, from there, suggesting future actions.

The QuestionsGuiding This Study

For this project sought evidence of movement and change in the +vastyan rhetorical
ecology, andnost importantly, | hoped to suggest what we actnallydo with the knowledge
gained by tracing the rhetorical (non)circulation surfaced in relation to Harris. | asked:

1) What nastywoman rhetorics circulated during tfedl 2020election season?

1C



2) What stréegies, events, and related rhetorics influenced the circulation of nasty
woman within the rhetorical ecology?

| sought answers initially by tracing major events during the full study period but also by seeking
the counteimoves that push against nastgman rhetorics, disrupt their flow, or chart new
discourses altogether. These coumtestorics consist of such actions as a letter sent by 100
prominent Black women to mainstream newsdia( T1| ME® S U P b);Nacsimilar leatér 2 0
sent by prominent Black mgBolender, 2020a) Har ri sés first interview
running mate; Harris and Bidends first joint
during the October 2020 vigaesidential debate. lthat debate, as Pence responded to a
guestion, Harris tilted her head, raised her eyebrows, and looked sideways at him. As a singular
event, this performance seems like a minor moment; but it demonstrates tHaeiivineof
actants in the nastwyomanecb ogy and Harri sbés adaptive, mul t i
navigated théall 2020election season. This event, when examined as multimodal
communication taking place in a rhetorical ecology, also suggests future strategies.

ANT helps reveal such moments tlauwomanist framework recenters our perspective on
the participatory, highly mediated ecology that situates Harris at the dynamic intersection(s) of
gender, race, and politics/power. This perspective is critical for two reasons: Fistxasder

Floyd andJordanZachery(2018) remarkdin their introductory chapter Aipol i ti cs oper

3By fimews a, 0 | refer to m eddinclading drirg nevspapensandanmagazimes b1 i cat i o
broadcast and/or cable TV companies, and ofdimg outlet® whose primary focus is current news and events.

The media lines are blurred, of course, but generally | refer to such organizafidresdew York TimesCNN,

and Fox News Network. Furthermore, APA citation styles suggest italicizing journal, magazine, and publication

titles; howevermost newsmedia cited functios media conglomerai® compates controlling multiple broadcast

companies and publicationBhatis, there is a great deal of overlap in company ownership (if not outright
consolidation), high | evels of content sharing (a kind
Afonlined distribution (Th e thNEhereforeolddknotTtdliaze indjvidulmews e x a mp | e
media (e.g., CNN, The Washington Post, Breifbart
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myri ad, often overl apping, 0 r redtmsnch tomainsasi ve do
institutions, state regimes, media, middlass values, stereotypesd tropes related to women
of color, and so forith all of which tend to be viewed as separate when in fact they are entangled
at deep, almost quantum levels. They not only overlap;itheyact. To untangle Harris from
the dynamic play of these politicddmains is to diminish her rhetorical work and ignore the role
of racism and sexism in politics. Second, as mentioned earlier, circulation studies, in which |
situate ANT, has been prone to deracialization and degendering (Bay BRadshaw, 2018); it
also tends to be apolitical (Wajcman, 2000). Theory progenitor Bruno Latour himself
commented that ANT flattens a studied network and its agtants e maér ktihnegr,e fiar e mar
ot her ways [in sociology] of r et Wale)01lhpg. gende
421)Lat our 6 s d iorstmiorsehiand ANA evealsecomplexity, flux, and the messiness
of social activitiesHowever] i ke | ooki ng i nt o t4%heachdlgokiigor Sch
privileges the observer and freezes evenglin place, with only the most visildeand usually
the most influential or powerfél actants, agents, and assemblages caught in the light.

As stated in the prelude, this studyds bl e
creating an ethical, produeé framework. It uses ANT for the drotevel view but a womanist
framework at ground level prevents flattening the complexities and intersections at play. This
weaving has precedent, albeit most often in the social sciences more than rhetorical studies.

Moberg(2018) mentioned earlier, blended ANT with feminmew materialism to study

“'n a clever thought experiment posed by physicist Er wi
poison that will be released if a radctive atom decays. Radioactivity is a quantum process, so before the box is

opened, the story goes, the atom has both decayed and not decayed, leaving the unfortunate éatilséimbo

called superpositi Meralb2020Meheddirgel qudstioned thedabsairdity of suggesting the

cat was both alive and deadtil the observer peeked inside.
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Aeveryday | ifeo in a Swedish preschool whil e
participation (and position) in that networked environment. Andrea Quinlan (201 2s&dm
similar methodological alliance, infusing ANT with feminist standpoint théaryastudy of
DNA-collection practices for rape cas@aiinlan(2012)pointedout past criticisms of ANT,
suchasSusarL. e i g h S 0)aamplant thaLitfdtusesdnt he most power ful a
network, 0 Judy Wacj manos -h(e2r0o0 Op)e resxppeocstiitvieo, n aanbd
(2010)assessmethat in major social systems like law and sciefice,h er e ar e onl y pa
men and t hei rQuinlan®012,p. 4).7\Gthstanelpointthedry, however,
marginalized people and groups provide the #fp
(Quinlan,2012,p. 4). Here, Quinlan enadS t a(19803suggestion that shifting perspectives
tothemar gi nal i zed means that 0en20i2p.elp gponhti f f er ent
madeyears earlieby writing-studies scholars Patricia Sullivan and John P¢t@97). They
explairedthat your perspective at a basketball gdarel, by extension, ampetorical situation)
determines what you see and how you experience the game. For my rhetorical analysis, | draw
on theserecedentdhut | am also inspired by Anzaldla, who called for alliances betWégte
women and women of color, between straighingo and queer women. In the next section, |
offer an abbreviated history of nastyoman rhetorics and expand on the definition provided
earlier in this chapter.
Why Nasty-Woman Rhetorics Matter

The backdrop for this study reflects the personal and thigcpbl That is, as a feminist, |
have long hoped to witness the election of the first woman president of the United States.
Unfortunately, Western, Eurocentric cultures have a history of negative portrayals of mythical as

well as real women, and these fpayals have accrued rhetorical force that blocks women from
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such leadership positions. From Medusa and Eve to Mrs. Sata¥i¢a@aa Woodhull, who ran
for U.S. president in 187&ast, 1872) , fr om fACar i bou Barbied Sar atl
Hillary 6 C Pin 2016pwomen in public spaces have been linked to the sinful and monstrous.
For the nonfiction women in this short list, their opponents have labeled them evil, flighty,
ambitious, or worse. Suffragist, brief stockbroker, spiritualist, eelléve advocate Victoria
Woodhull ran for US. president as a thirgdarty candidatéHorne, 2016) Her mott o? APTr
Free thought!! Untrammel edlarl p evreGssa pdelenk leydi t or i a
periodical at that time, portrayed herwithbhat N gs and | ab e l(dadt 1878)r @A Mr s .
One hundred years later, Geraldine Ferraro became thendselential nominee for the
Democratic party; Bar bar -aresBlensahnominge GeergetdifW. Rep u b
Bush (and futuré).S.presient ), said of Ferraro, Al canodt sa
rhymes with é6richdo (Anderson, 1999, p. 603).
presidenti al nomi nee, and Clinton, who ran to
wer e flipomdd®miby medi a cov agued20ll). Kese briaf, histaricalAn d e r s ¢
examples exhibit the underlying, persistent rhetorics that Trump tapped into when he called
Clinton and Harris finasty. o

After the 2016 election, Anders@¢2017) concludedha the fundamental issweas not
At hat [Hillary] Clinton was the wevarywgmawwo man f
is the wrong womad and will be until cultural understanding of the presidency changes” (p.

132). Under existing cultural, politicahetorical conditions, in other words, no woman can be

SFor simplicity from this point forward, references to
president Bill Clinton will beclearly stated.
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president of the United States, primarily because the presidency, as a rhetorical construction, is
very masculine. Female candidates, Anderson exglaare trapped in constraining, defeating
paraw x es, such as Clintonb6s electability making
competency made Clinton electable; but for the female candidate, the more competent or
confident she is, the more she threatens the White, patriarchal hegemomgspbisse extends
to conservative White women: Kathleen Gingritdr examplefold TV host Connie Chung that
her husband, thespeaker of the House Newt Gingri¢tadsaid that Clintons fa bi t cho
(Anderson1999p. 599). Addi t i o noadoingargumensconiesfromAfaal er s o n
that does not surprise Black feminists: In 2016, most White womitea for TrumpGillespie
& Brown, 2019;Jaffe, 2013 . I n short ,-wofhandgumerd reriains aeceaindy
relevant to this study. However, | suspect Anderson would agree thatvasign rhetorics
work differently for female candidates of color. In fact, there is historical precedent.

In the early 1970s, Rep. Shirley Chisolm earned grassroots, multsap@ort for a bid
to become the Democr atbbothBlackonaléleaders antVbite pr esi den
feminists at the national level blocked her p#tiey alsoexpected her to suppdtteir own
candidates and return gracefully to her proper damethe sidelines as support crew (Chisolm
& dell, 1974). Feminism failed Chisholfowever, ny intervention is not to rehash the past but
to askwhy such everywoman paradoxes persist. My concern is witkat rhetorical strategies
might spark change, partieur | y f or #Athis monster, 0 as Trump
October 2020 debate with then Vice President Mike Pdre=racialized, hypersexualized
subtext is th@rimarytext for nonwhite female candidates, especially in national elections. After
all, Trump call ed Michigan (&olari,202GmneHasdallech Whi t

many women fAnasty, 0 {imetas diracisteythe rsd | ko e Sod awlelse
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when applied to Harris and other women of color. Both labels epitohez@ost negative side
of nastywoman rhetorics.

Ofcourse,bf ore calling Har r i sdlabeled€verahviomem fina st
this way, including foreign leaders like Danish Prime Minister Mette FrederiBlake, 20.9).
Though he haalsoappliedit to men, Trump makes very explicit the special nastiness of women,
|l i ke his comment that Fox host Megyn Kktelly ha
a, 2016) . Notably, this remark came after Kel
dondtke fat pigs, dogs, (Csalendtal, 2816)dr Wmpd@usti ng a
mi sogynistic history aside, Kelly brushed off
former Speaker of the House Newt Gingriaterreignited, earning praise fromdmp
(Haberman, 2016). The whole feud was, of course;emleredoy newsmedia and on social
media. In short, this brand of nastypman rhetoricgirculated in the public discourse well
beyond the initial utterance and, in the proc
adversaries more than the male ones. Conditions were set for him to call Harris nasty.

Trump most notably applied thisbel during the 2016 presidential debate with Hillary
Clinton. She briefly criticized him while answering a question about social security. Trump,
displayed on a sptscreen that was broadcast live, simultaneously, on several TV networks,
shook hishead, ur ned hi s eyes toward the audidcence/ can
(CNN, 2016;Diaz, 2016). Clinton kept talking and maintained a steady gaze toward the
moderator and TV audience. As a visgaktural mode, her performance communicated stoic
reasm to some viewers, elitist weakness to others. Her allies, in any case, remediated the insult
into a feminist rallying cry, from Nina Donayv

shirts to lively exchanges on the #nastywoman Twitter feed. Trump, ntesthe&on the
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election, iIin part because negative | abels had
standardized response played as muted and ineffective, and edwatteics like the
#nastywoman phenomenon failed to dislodge public perceploms women in politics.

Four years | ater, Trump cast Kamal a Harris
picking her to be his running mate (Bennett, 20R8gers, 2020; Solender, 2d)0News and
social media amplified the attack as they had in 268orting it widely and repeatedly: a
Google finewso search for ATrump calls Harris
Responses also circulated on Twitter via #nastywoman, a thread that has remained active since
the TrumpClinton debate. The wealtma breadth of these activities, and their entanglements,
suggest that Trumand many othersapped into a rhetorical ecology in which, to draw on
Anderson, every woman is the wrong woman for president, or CEO, or almost any other
leadership position in thdnited States. Nastywoman rhetorics, subsequently, were
automatically at play for Harris when in 2019 she ran to become thBlak, the first Indian
American, and the firdemale presidential nominee for the Democratic party and when, a year
later,Biden selected her to be his running mate.

However, Harrisb6bs case is further complica
Nikol G. AlexandefrFloyd (2007) descritktas t he ABl ack Cul tural Pat ht
(BCPP), fAa set of asdymptriemarks oavlmo watn dBlcard kK ufr a |
the BCPPOGs broad rhetorical constructions, Bl
are angry. Black women as well as women of color confront persistent cultural tropes like the
welfare queen (a & woman who births children to increase her government benefits), the
mammy (an obese, strong mother figure who emasculates men), Sapphire (the angry Black

woman), and the Jezebel (a sexually voracious, wicked womgrhe logic of the BCPP, a
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nasty Whie woman is mean; a nasty woman of color is evil and/or subhuEaanquick with
lightly cloaked, racist dog whistles in his rhetorical repertoire, Trump was always going to call
the multiracial, ABlindianod Hadirectlyomtheadezehey , a |
trope.

But this project is not about Trump. This study focuses on circulation within the nasty
woman rhetorical ecology, in relation to Kamala Harris, and particularly as seen in a sampling of
headlines and tweets in August 2020t &oample, Trump alone does not explain why two
Texas pastors called Harris a AJezebel o from
well (Wingfield, 2021). Reporting on the incidents, Bibi Adaj@821)remarled fisi nce t he
of American slaery, Jezebel came to be understood as an overly sexual Black woman, a
stereotype depicted in film and fictien J ez ebel s use mermsAdams pl easur
(2021)recountedHarris had previously been criticized for dating an older man in the @990s
former San Francisco mayor Willie Brown, who had been separated from his wife for a decade at
the time. Harris was sing(®euters, 2021Wright, 2019. Nonetheless, critics on Twitter took to
calling her #HeelsUp Harris. In short, this version of théyaa®man trope is largely reserved
for women of color. It is also not the first classic stereotype applied to Harris: A week after
Biden named her as his running mate, a Virginia mayor faced calls to resign after tweeting that
the vicepresidential nominewas an AAunt Jemi ma, 0 which paral
(Griffith, 2020). These examples provide a snapshot of rvastgan rhetorics in relation to

Harris. Next, | situate ANT in relation to circulation studies and rhetorical ecologies.
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Circulation, Ecologies,and ANT(S)
Circulation Studies and ANT

Laurie Gries (2018) locatilANT within circulation studies, which she deftohas dealing
with Arhetorical concerns [involving] bodi es,
publics, and writing;asch di gi t al concerns with infrastructu
(p. 7). These conc e ((2018)coafiguration they aldelatebout 1 n Gr i e
transformation and movement. Communication, writing, and rhetoric scholars, sheeagkplain
have taken up circulation studies to explore discourse as abir@ggly in motion and situated in
such intraactive dynamics as cultures and politics. G(R&l8)alsoarguedthat circulation
studies are a Athreshol doalcomceetst amdi Mgenenr
and ot her d4d8)sleatherlwordsgecscalatignps.rhetdrical; it creates as well as
codifies meaning in cultures; circulation is rhetoric on the move. Therefore, circulation studies
provide a portal, or way in, to exploring complex, dynamic networks where rhetoric happens.

In this study, rhetorical circulation refers to the dynamic movement of broadly defined
Atextso within a complex system HgdtherthéB cour se
Yancey 015 definedlc i r cul ati on this way: At he distribut
relationships among c opa@dslexis,broadly defined to iechide a u d i
but also exceed the alphacentric, get passed aroundyutisttj excerpted, remixed, and so forth
across time, from audience to audience, from situation to situation. Texts, furthermore, are more
than things. Royster and Kirsch (Z)lfor example, emphasid¢éhe socialcirculation of beliefs,
practices,andrhetr i cs fAcarried on or modified from one

women in Nebraska, in their example, wrote books about their town and families, ran the public
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library, and organized local events, all of which built a sense of communitylated materially
and rhetorically, and in the process passed along their values.

Similarly, Catherine Chaput (2010) likesir het or i cal <circul ation tc
A[the] everyday practices, affects, and wuncer
speci fi c HoThatid, she rhdtopcal sitation is far from static, a la Lloyd Bitzer
(1968). Rhetorienoves Situations change. Or as Jenny Edb&Rere)famouslysaid The
elements of the rhetorical situation simply bi@€D05,p. 9). Elements such as author, text,
exigence, kairos, audience, and context overlap from one rhetorical situation &ranoth
per meate new situations, and evolve over ti me
Latour might have cadftllrea it Keepm wAd gt ii mnWeriart d @ nk
was picked up, remixed, and circulated from neighborhooeéigghborhood, city to city. Created
to comment on and counteract issues like gentrification, the sticker and campaign evolved over
time and took on a life of their own, appearing in new situations and for new audiences.

Rhetorical Ecologies

Edbauer(2005)also turredour focus to rhetorical ecologies, a metaphor for the
At emporal, historical, and Ilived fluxeso in w
onnewmeaning®.9. The fAKeep Austin Weirdhetorktbi cker s,
urban renewal, took on a life of their own, appearing across the city in other situations and being
adopted in other communities acrosstt& In Asheville, NC, where | lived for many years,

AKeep Asheville Weirdo st i orkirrhetorical ecolagies)y popul a
which | define as dynamic, seibounded networks of discourse. | say sbminded because,
while ecologies can be very large, they are not infinite; their boundaries fluctuate and are

permeable. An ecological perspective, | adidrupts the objective, positivist, almost mechanical
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understanding afinetworko Clay Spinuzzi{2008) drawing on ANT theorisind sociologist

John Lam(2004) saidt h e t e r[es] the plusion/thadcomplexity can be managed and

si mpl i f iTealis ve(epd to think of networks as bounded, enclosed, discrete systems.
But networked, social phenomeaie messy, fragmented, in flux, and not always discrete.

H o w e veeotogyd af metaphor more aptly embraces this dynamic néture.

Rhetorical ecologies also feature disruptions, coumiaves, and ongoing, evolving
circulation. For example, as this study shoWss. political discourse contributes to and gives
life to nastywoman rhetorics by repeatedly, continually passing it onward, often via the power
of mass media and social media. In each instance, Trumpian labels circulated because news
media, pundits, poets, and Twitter users repeated them, commented on them, amgnified th
countered them; these actions transformed Tru
initial 2016 event with CI i-shirtg inspiredianpetedt goenw o ma n
by Nina Donovar{(2016) got hashtagged on Twitter (#¥nastywanmp earned a retort from
prominent people like film director Ava Duvernéoran, 2020) and became an edtsked, go
to question for news hosts seeking a reaction from the latest labeled woman.

Related to the classic double bind (Jamieso@5)l Shastywoman rhetorics persist as the
context reflected through all these activitie
womano became BanWaathakee (201BEswilech s Af | eet i ng bits
e [that are] bor mesfundioneaynodeyoa the njope; in tBe)ecolodital
sense, they are contact zones where fAcul tures

contexts of highly asymmetri cal relations of

6 These points aside, this study | will often exchang@ecology for finetworko
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spacesand things where rhetorics happen. Weatherbeedtbe Richard Dawkins (1976), an
evolutionary biologist, definedmem@®a s fa unit of cul t uimi@tondt r ans m
(p- 2). Memes do rhetorical work, in other words. As such, they becoceala.

For example, material objects like posters and bumper stickers distribute and carry
mimetic as well as rhetorical weight. Weatherbeesdhbt®e w fiObamads monosyl | ab
OHoped gives way @@ 3hNew materidlisbaes (2al3),ftcoutsd o p e
extensively tracked how the initial bit of discourse, spoken by Obama, was cast into the
rhetorical ecology via a photograph by Mannie Garcia that Sherman Fairey remixed into a
poster. In this study, however, | am not trackingapoer or a A Keep Austin W
sticker (Edbauer2003 . |l trace the ebb and fafl2020electom T r u mp
season, focusing on the most active weekdsugust2020, for detailed analysis.

| am particularly interested in the pat&l of counteirhetorics to disrupt and, ultimately,
change the ecology. For example, | have examined political chalking on a rural Southern campus
(M. Williams, 2018 with close attention to its human and nonhuman participants and, overall,
the phenomemn 6s vi sual, cultural, and digital rhetoc
was sparked by t he -hspived#lheClmikgmiag). Gonthas studymi t t er
blended ANT with ethnography as a megsyproductive method for tracing actanh the
rhetorical ecology on a rural college campusle simultaneouslyonsideringhe human
perspectives. | tracked and traced chalking messaggsi over the course of one semester;
used chalking as a multimodal exercise in a-ffiesir compositin course; and interviewed four
participants in the ecology (two students who chalked, a professor who guided students in a

chalking protest, and the campus diversity officer). Students at the university, | egplaim u s e
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pl ayground c h adrdwindg) messagéseverythingnfrgnd art toonsults, event

notices to poetry, political messages to | ove
meaning on campus; they carried rhetorical we
overtmeandacr oss the campusds sidewal k networ k. Wi

action of human and nonhuman actants with exigencies such as #blacklivesmatter and the 2016
election. As a result of blended methods and methodologies, | argued that if notkiairdtie
confluence of current events and spontaneous, fleeting assemblages, campus chalking from 2016
into 2017 would not have been as vibrant or active.
ANT and Nasty-Woman Rhetorics

In this study, | draw on ANT again but weave it with womanist framksvto more fully
examine nastyvoman rhetorics in a highly mediated, digital landscape. ANT, as Liza Potts
(2009)argued al | ows Aresearchers ... to | ook acr oss
to identify and undersfand the]twacksobf émpuae
285). ANT provides a drorkevel view of the rhetorical ecology, in other words, and reveals the
pathways traced by its individual and collective actants. Naomi 2&d8) who use ANT to
examine the emergence ofigeous right networks in the 1970saidthat circulation studies in
gener al have fApractical usefulness é for gain
persistence of given argumentso (p. l&53) . By
system, we can learn more about the rhetorics and agents involved. Furthermore, éetworks
especially when viewed as dynamic ecologies involving the lived experiences of huma#d agents
are constantly in flux, with multiple actants at play. Methods like At help trace the flux
and actants over time. For example, in the chalking study referenced above, | cataloged

chalkings for several months and across a sidewalk network; that longitudinal, spatial practice
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helped reveal how the rhetorical ecology funicéd and what actants as well as exigencies
influenced activity within it.

For this study, | center Kamala Harris as participant and subject, but also in combination
with others (human and nonhuman); as such, she is an actant in thevosty rhetorical
ecology. Using ANT, | definactantas a working assemblage of human and nonhuman
elementsGries(2012)for example, descrilteh wo mmexn 6 as t he actant in
about tumbleweeds and new materialism (p. 59). Decades earlier, cultural ecologist Gregory
Bateson(19722000 hadpondered the relationship between a blind man and his cane, arguing

that it was difficult if rot impossible to separate the two (p. 465). G284 2)extenckdthe

argument, saying, fArhetoric is always produce
intreact i onso (p. 59). Rhetorical actionat, in ot
entangled relationships like wom@enandmat ane. Who i s Adoingo the

tapping? At this moment, for example, | type letters on a portable keyboard wirelessly linked to a
laptop that is itself linked to an external monitor; | read my wandl a large screen; together
these material devices and technologies form an actant (Mafgaainology) who works to
build the framework of a rhetorical study. Th
solely Kamala Harris the individual man, but Harris entangled at times or joined with such
nonhuman elements as television monitors, broadcast companies, digital infrastructures, and
sociatmedia networks.

This approach, however, risks diminishing
agency, which are problems in circulation studies in general and ANT in particular; but,
rhetorically speaking, we cannot separate Har

footage €& stildl photographs, ersandtdlexisioner b all or
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anchorso (Banks, 2004, p. 198). | call on Afr
explaredt he power of televised news and Bl ack peo
that (White) power structure. We often experiengblis figures like Harris through the
mediation of television, social media, and other screens; we, as well as Harris, rely on that
mediation but often do not examine its role closely. Baskd A Rhet or i cal anal ys
take into account questionslmw the technology of the medium and issues of access to it can
shape the rhetorical situation in ways that a communicator must reckon with in order to be
effec204peo06109). Arguably, Harris and Biden bo
ikkCNN i nstead of the conservative Fox, and Har
people and companies in the entertainment indudtey.r r i s6s rel ationship wi
structure, and so forth are complicated, in shdohetheless, Banksas right. We cannot ignore
Harrisds unequal relationship, as a mulb-man of
media of news coverage during teS. election season. In other words, in this study | need to
attend not just to Harris but to nonhamagents that join with her, intersect her path/identity,
intra-act within a rhetorical ecology.

For example, Kamala Harris applied a variety of communication modes and strategies
during the 202Q@J.S. presidential race, particularly in televised interwef@r which she gave
reasoned, alphacentric responses at times or made communicative but nonlinguistic gestures at
other times. Were these rhetorical iréietions as effective for Harris as televised interviews
were for Martin Luther King Jr. or Malcolmd argue they were not as effective, due to the
intra-action of sexism and racism in how nemedia work Banks for examplepointedout that
Awriters, directors, producers, and televisio

include or excludewhat to ask the interviewee, which excerpts to broadcast or not, and so on
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(2004,p . 199) . Harrisbés individual agency was t hi
that her visuafestural responses were more effective than careful, lingaistt strategies.
Banks remar&d AAfrican American rhetoric has al ways
about body and voice and I mage, e 2@ap. Rlen t he
Where Banksaidii mul t i medi a, 0 howe®a®infermdltimodald er st and hi
communication, extended by technologies like television and social media. That is,
communication is not just about the media carrying the message between audience and rhetor; it
is also about the range and combination of modes treed the aural to the spatial.
Furthermore, identifying Harris with African American rhetoric is not meant to omit her Indian
heritage; Harris in one interviesaidthat her mother raised her and her sister as Black women
(Seitz, 2020). Also, news mediadapundits inth&JSt ended t o hi ghl i ght Har
identity.

Additionally, for this study, my analysis must alocount fohow other actants worked
in the nastywoman rhetorical ecology. For example, before Biden picked Harris, a group of
more than 100 prominent Black women wrote open letters aimed atmedia; some news
media reported the letter, which put it in circulatiand allies, critics, and pundits alike posted
sociatmedia messages about it. As a collective strategy, and what(@0E$)might call a
At h-¢ n g [p.t388),the letter and its circulation disrupted the nagggman narrative by
demanding fair treatent of whichever woman Biden selected. By tracing this thirent and
the activity around it, I use ANT to dAfoll ow
innovationso (Latour, 2005, p. 12ipthispgeatit ti ng a
description (harguedfor the latter term in part to avoid privileging humans in the network),

ANT as a research practice meant that | needed to survey thentasgn ecology from a
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dronelevel perspective; identify moments and sitesottai vi ty | i ke the | etter
interview performances; follow actants at play in the ecology; but center the study perspective in
a womanist way that accounts for the intersections of gender and race. In this process of
attempting these moves, myattion turned to headlines and tweets where nastyan
rhetorics were most active. Meanwhile, | conclude this introduction by explaining and
previewing the structure of this dissertation.
Epilogue: Parentheticals and Other Interruptions

This project maks a queefeminist move by disrupting the traditional, normative format
common in dissertations, introducing epigraphs and visual samples at the start of each chapter;
within chapters, | frequently use parentheticals (like this.dmapke these movewt simply to
introduce informality, highlight a thought, or break the academic-thail between reader and
writer. | also use them to introduce both/and interpretations, such as (non) cir¢alation
phrasing/formatting that calls attention to the both/amtangled, intractions With these
rhetorical moves, lresistpr escr i betlj kessitentcitureo ,wAKkbkat her a
moves from introductory chapter, literature review, methods, and case studies to concluding
discussion.

At arguablyone of the premier institutions offering a PhD in rhetoric, Collin Gifford
Brooke(n.d)wr ot e i n Syr a200628009onilimeguidelimes i iy gpi cal | vy,
dissertations in [the discipline] have beef Bhapters and around 2250 pages, including
wor k s ¢pard. 8)Dissertations are expected to have chapters and be substantive in length;
the guidelines say so, down to prescribed forms for titles, subtitles, tables of content, and so on.
Such genre expectations provide structure and directiadofdoral students crafting their

scholarly identities; thus, doctoral students are steered toward this structure, explicitly at times
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but always implicitly. However, these conventions also constrain and, for this project, the
normative structure risks otagring the feministcological circulation sought for study and
diminishing the experience of exploration.
That is, wellestablished genre conventions degender and deracialize the process of
writing a dissertation; they discourage the reflexivity of fastiframeworks and the social
justice drive of mestiza rhetorics, Black feminism, and womanism. Weat{20&8)explaired,
AWriting in a conventional way can uphold the
marginalize alternative ways of writing, rese ¢ h i n g, palo4d A dissertatianoin other
words, blockanyat t e mpt at K@) decCi kapwdrmemd siwmrei ting
which fAmakes troubled (p. 876) @and expresses
In the Oxford English Dictionarythe first definition of chapter is a division or section of
a book; it privileges linguistic, alphacentric modes and, to me, seems static and bounded.
Episode, on the other hand, commonly references installments in an ongoing television, radio, or
podcasseries. In Old Greek, U s O fepisodéane ant fAthe interlocutory
choric songso (OED). Epi sodes are the dialogu
episode also suggestshetween, ipprocess moments that are more fleeting and less proscribed
than the chapteAccording to the Oxford English Dictionarynantermission, similarly, infers a
break in time, a pause of action, or.0fthe int
Wherefintermissiom suggests a pause in actidapisodeé comment on grand themesrF
example, | have peppered this introduction with figures that visually disruph#pger and
highlight key points that | was thinking about as | wrote.
In short, | can do something different and meaningful at the beginning of each chapter

and within tke chapters themselves. In the spirfofUs G hises and with a das|
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interrupt texts with asidefigures, tablesparentheticals (like this one), and (other) stuff. That
approach aligns me with Weather@018) who viewedthe dissertatin fias r esear ch,
just the output of the processo (p. 4). Writi
products. Weatheradlaid ADoctoral writing can be understo
pr oc 20d&po4). Writing and reseahing are active modes of thinking our way through a
topic or problem; we are moving through the act of forming our ideas as we try to communicate
them. Writing entangles with thinkingnd thinkingintra-actswith writing.

For this project, therefore tleat required elements in each chapter but disrupt the flow.
In this introduction, for instance, | hadatifully outlined a blended methodology, posed
research questions, and described the problem being studied. However, | ietktheiinear
flow with epigraphs, such &i c h e | | e20Blanmendaboutawdlln o wn CEOGs Al
i no philosophy ( andolldvedoktheméxt page with s scraenshatafme )
Danni e DtitwéesinWwhittohzr@mixeda photo of actress Viola Daviis theact of
portrayingObamafor a TV show | use this approach with each chapter asmsodc
interruption that | hopwill shift reader6 per specti ves andasdheycour age
explore this dissertatioWith these interruptions,dlsohope tocommunicate the research
process as | experienced it. | seek tecdeter the normative, masculinist structure and practice
of dissertations, albeit in a modest way; twyn goal is todo the work of foregrounding the
voices that ANT and (White) feminism, on their own, might miss. This approach better reflects
the procesf this project; it better represents the ebb and flow of exploration.

Furthermore, like Weatherall, | believetiisb r t hodox €é chapters i mpl
whereas [episodes] oper 2018,p. 408). Rhetdridaleecoleges aregp ar t s

inherently, stubbornly messy; one way Aino to
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of a whole, not as isated elements. Circulation is also more visible when the relevant system
can be viewed as a whole. Since this project focuses on commurscaion a large rhetorical
field, a visual metaphor may be useful here: This project evolved from experiemeingsty
woman rhetorical ecology in panoramic mode, panning out for the full scene to situate the close
up shots (the case studies, in standard dissertation language). In short, why deliver research
findings in a way that divorces the lived experienceabiolarship from the engroduct? |
cannot dispense completely with the genre conventions, but perhaps | can bend them.
Furthermore, my scholarly identity tangles with my past as a journalist wholigstved and
e x pl or e dbefare télllmgeshdtadmediumlength stories that, comprehended as a whole,
tell a tale through time. These chapters and episodes are as follows:

Chapter 1 Nastywoman Rhetorics

Chapter Il A Literature Review

Chapter Il Methodsand Data Sets

Chapter IV Moments ofAbsencePresenceand Outrage

Chapter V: AMadame Vice Presidento and
References

7 According to the Poynter Institutefiab e ia & topic, subject, or area covered by a rep@irreger, 2017, para.

1). Beatscanbegene@lp ol i t i cal reporting), more specific (the

3C
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CHAPTERII
A LITERATURE REVIEW
Wedre all in this together, juntas, ... th
Tierra, and ... at all times we must stand thget
0 Gloria Anzaldua1990/2009
Prelude

To borrow a metaphor from Gloria Anzald(i@90/2009), this chapter bridges between
the blended methodology outlined in Chaptand the methods used to complete this study.
ABei ng a ¢aidi dignee,aon ss hbeei ng medi at or between you
(Anzaldda, 190/2009,p. 147). Bridging is an apt description for a literature review, which must
summarize scholarly conksations, place them in relation to each other, and connect them to a
new project. Li ke Anzal d%adés bridge, a |litera
common themes as well as departures, and useful links as well tangentiéll orezges new
ground for this studyos woewomanrhstdrics. ecol ogi c al

However, Il i ke Anzatlnmhdeandstedl ipk eed eme taa @il ers:s g
which are Asubmerged or partly expmsadbeadige ]|
(Anzaldua, 190/2009,p. 148). Fluid and ephemerahidAn z al d 2a, sandbars all
flexibility and moX9e)/2009, p.448)inece | grelw aip) safdbarsd g e s
changed with the seasons and storms of the Gulf of Mexico; samdbaesand change almost
constantly; they are not stable ground; but they sometimes become ecologically diverse islands.
That is, theybecomestable ground over time. Metaphorically and rhetorically, therefore,
sandbars are useful for alliance work andditere reviews because they can be bridges

islands but, more importantly, they representithibetweerspaces, likenestizaand queerish
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rhetorics that temporarily stitch or weave together what may seem like disparate parts. In that

sense, sandbars aleesemble the Western European notion of bric@agenakingdo with

what is at han@Brooke, 2009de Certeau, 1984; Ledtraus, 1966;Reed, 2020). Like

bricolagesandbaa | so conveys fAneveryday, ephemeral, andoa
(McHendry et &, 2014). Literature reviews are commonplace in academia. But where

methodology shows the scope and perspective of your thinking, reviews show how you got there

with your topic, like a mathematician demonstrating each step in solving an equation. This

chapter, in other words, shows my exploration of several themes in relation to women of color in
political spheres: intersecting (feminist) identities; women and (vice) presidential politics; media
rhetorics; (Black) herstoryand a case relevanttothissiyii | | ary Rodham Clinto
rel ati ons hi )Thisworkipregaresome toalidcusa the rhetafdsa Toy a Mor gané

2020 tweet of Rep. Shirley Chisolm and Vice President Kamala Harris (see Figure 2).

Figure 2

Shirley Chisolm and Kamala Harris

& Tweet

v LaToya Morgan &
-;" 2Morganicink

How it started. How it’s going.

6,761 Retweets 1,233 Quote Tweets  42.7K Likes

Note (Morgan, 2020)
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Intersecting (Feminist) ldentities

While it exceeds the scope of this chapter to review the depth and breadth of Black and
mainstream (White) feminist scholarship, this study posits a rhetorical ecology in which gender
andraceandclass matter significantly in U.S. politics (not to mention dinbeliedness, belief
systems, sexuality, and so forth). In that ecology, rasiyan rhetorics circulate and evolve,
but not in the same ways for all women. That is, as legal scholar Kimberlgh@veii1991jas
argued a woman of colords experienceg¢gAstarr e si mpl
2020;Crenshaw, 1989)ntersecting or multidimensional identities change @mdpound
sexism, racism, and other isms. Yet, much mainstream femin@mds so intently on sexism
and male/female binaries that women of colais well as differently abled, queer, Adfestern,
and trangender people, just to name a teware marginalized or erased altogether. In this
section, | stitch them together, albeit moperfect fashion, as this project is ongoing, with the
end far ahead.

Crenshaw, who coined the tefiimtersectionalitp (1989), provides an example of
mai nstream feamxingdmdbec lisi nigmeprograms and shel
women,forexamplefii nt er venti on strategies based sol el
not share the same class or race backgrounds will be of limited help to women who because of
race and cl ass f ace GrensHawlO8d)explairedhattimmgriane s o ( p .
women may face cultural pressures that differ from White women, such as living in an extended
family situation, encountering language barriers, or fearing depodatibrof which make it
difficult for them to access shelter services. Extemdg t hi s per spective to n
Kamala Harris is simply different frBCRP,a finas

asAlexanderFloyd (2007)labeled it,compounds the insult. That is, tBEPR a set of tropes
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that include as the seally voracious Jezebel and the emasculating Mainimtersects,
compounds, and complicatiEs Harris and other women of color.

Unfortunately, mainstream feminism still neglects this identity/experience difference,
even if the neglect seems benign or umtitmal. For instance, Kathleen Jamieson (1995), who
outined thestilpr eval ent Adoubl e bindo conwwittke t hat w
with raceandgender discrimination. For instance, she desdiidbe p. Maxi ne Wat er so
strategyfor getting into a meeting called by Pres. George Bush after the riots in her district (Los
Angeles) asnerelyd eal i ng wi t h fAa damiesoe 4995 207)pWaterng,iang f i e
Bl ack woman, was | i ke a BNaterkssioromlthenieBomlye , 0 i n Ja
di scussions to claim her chair at the tabl e;
issues, in other words, are elided by way of one sipiplase, when in fact racism compounded
Watersbs experience. Part of the issue, from
frameworks, is that Jamiesaonstructsa steadfastly binary structure of such binds as
silence/shame and femininity/compate.However, a useful as such binaries can atleast on
the surfacedecades after the Civil Rights movement, a Black/White split is not explored by
Jamieson. Thus, she migsan opportunity to point out the racism Waters surely faced, including
desciptions of the congresswoman by the media at the time.

Part of the problem, as sugges@uapter] i s t hat neither Awomano
ABl ack feministo are monol;outvery umangtegorggingaphs or
tendencies mean thaewonetheless essentialize each other by relyirspionidentity
shortcuts. Where Michelle Ballif (2001) muaken the complex, rhetoricalultural construct
cal |l ed @ Wo ma nAlekandierBloyd andd@dagzackery(2018)would say that the

whole castruct is White (not to mention, cisgender and-hioldied). Theypointed out, for

34



example A There is no one Black womends political
Awomen of color, o0 often get | umpandtherorqet her a
similar, norWhite essentialization, in other wordsexanderFloyd and JordaZachery (2018)
addresedt hi s conundrum by opening an inclusive sp
identities, concerns, and politics are complex, heteraenend intersectional. Such a scope
accounts for women like Kamala Harris, whose mother was from India and whose father is
Jamaican; such a scope also |l ooks beyond the
United States.

As for political identites, AlexanderFloyd and JordaZachery(2018)remarled, with
nods to oficited scholarsi Po | i t i c al Man (Lipset 1961®%4) and Pc
are still seen as White, and in the study of
xVv). That is, with this statement they ledimplicitly to Crenshaw and a host of Black feminist
scholarship (such as the Combahee River Collective, B3®Phooks, 2013; aricburde, 184),
and they emphasidehe racializing, gendering status quo ofifics in much (if not all) of the
world. Antiracist strategiegurthermore tend to be based on Blaoke B @éxperiences and
concernsn ot Bl a c kwhileantisexistGstsategies tend to be based solely on White
womenos exper i enc aav 1891)dForeexamuee Blacksmerf won teerright to
vote in 1870, but Black women did not effectively have tletng rights guaranteed until 1965,
almost 50 years after (White) women won the right to vote. With either antiracism or antisexism
strategiesnonWhite women arele factoexcluded; they are erased from the sphere, often in
ways that reinforce problems within the group, such as racial misogyny.

Historian Barbara Winslow (2018) courgdthese erasures by exploring intersectional,

identity-relae d compl exi ties in the case -efi BRepo Bhir
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U.S. political history, according to one support@y. 108) Chisholm, a BarbadiaAmerican born
in New YorkCity, was the first Black woman elected to thé&.House of Representatives, but
she was regularly reminded by Black maleeivi ght s | eader s dasfa her Apro
supporting player, not as a party lead#fir(slow, 2018p. 107). Nonetheless, in the §at970s,
she ran for the De mo cdrlomdb&fere Qimtan san ajainsttBarack n o mi n
Obama for the party o0 sadhatCl8shahm wino lpudt & grassroots, Wi ns | o
womanr un coalition of suppor t dered notonlglsy whitesdput or e d
by some African A rWwinslowg 2008p.,107nrariexaiple, Jessan 0O
Jacksod a Civil Rights leader and congressman who has run for the presidential nomination on
several occasiodsrefused to let Chisolm campaighlocal Democratic headquar{@vinslow,
2018,p. 115).

Winslow (2018)also highlighédthe persistent tensions between White and\Write
feminist identities: When Clinton ran against Trump in 2016, scores of White women placed
their Al Vootheglavestane of WWihite suffragette Susan B. Anthony, but they
ignored the contributions of Chisolm and many other women of color, such as Francis Harper, a
19th-century abolitionist and suffragette. Winsl¢2018)cited tweets by feminist writer Roxane
Gay as well as journalist Everette Dior(pe 107).Dionne(tweeting as @freeBlackgirljor
examplep | eaded, APl ease put sti @K@ Fauryeasla®hi rl ey
shortly after the November 2020 election made Harrispresidenelect, writer/producer
LaToya Morgan(2020)tweeted paired images Ghisobmand Har ri s, adding t he

started. H @ee Figute). k) shorpGay, Bionne, Morgan, and many others called
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out White feminists and mainstream nemedia,who had failed to even name Chisolm in
headlines announcing her as the newest New York representative to CoRgrinesmore,
mainstream newmedia had given Chisolm minimal coverage during her bid to become the
Democrat 6s pol it iike®ibnnai201i)ied aechorus daling foM\thiget s |
feminists and newmedia to recognize the contributions that women like Chisolm have made for
voting rights, in political representation, and for social justice.

Wi n s | (B0d8)attention to Chisolm is alswoteworthy for recovering the history of
andnamesof Black women in politics; her work, therefore, takes a step toward fulfilling
AlexanderFloyd andJordanZ a c h 208 &l | f or women schol ars to
of power 0 at pl ay irace tnapsl By acknomeglging idemtitya| gender
di fference(s) rather than eliding them, schol
[ t hei r] ac a damdrety aimedqtuescriging @henomena and outlining political
happenings é but ... <challeng[ing] and transf
conditions" AlexanderFloyd & JordanZachery, 2018p. xxxiii). In other words, analysis
cannotbe simply for the sake of analysis; it should serve a productive, useful pdirppee
aimed at enacting diversity, equity, and inclusivity. Arguably, this squstice goal is shared by
Black andmainstream feminism.

However,AlexanderFloyd and JordaZachery(2018)also arguedhat these issues are
at the heart of intersectionality, a theory a
and challenging those forces that impeded full expression of political participation and

facilitating personalsocial, and communalwelie i ngo ( xvi i i) . Reconnect e
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feminist roots, in other words, intersectionality is a sejtiglice project. In thir edited

collection,Black Women in Politic018),AlexanderFloyd and JordaZacherycarvel out

scholarly space (&garred) thatfeatures women of color as productive scholariters,and

agentic subjects. While all of tlreo | | e scholars nsé istersectionality specifically and/or

Black feminism more generally, two of them most closely ré@atay examination of identity

and nastywoman rhetorics itJ.S.politics:Mazi k i T (R@l18)mtérsogation of gender, race,

and class in the rise and fall of Jamaicads f
(2018)examination of formerfirdt ady Mi ¢ h e |l lobesi®@bampagrdo s ant i

Focused on a B lpaein politcsnBhantd18)docwmentdhow
Jamaicabs first femal eMplrli eme MmMakasfi®amaPBro) a
a middleclass, masculinist politad system from the 1970s through 2016. While similar in many
ways to the issues faced by women of color running for public office in the US, and certainly one
of the few past or current examples of a woma
SimpsoaMi | | er s case is particular to(2018mai can c
explaired for example, that Jamaica models the British parliamentary system but with power
established and maintained by an uneasy partnership of ruldgke elite@nd a nofWhite,

ABrowno ruling class. I n such a system, Bl ack
and in terms of a Arespectabilityodo culture th
|l ighter skin col or, Thamel 2068p.ri4/p 8impsomHler,gl i sh spee
however, came from Jamaicads working class an
her own and her communitydés vernacul ar. She w

political career by classism, sexism, and-&ltick sentimentin other wordsshe was too Black
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and too commoKiThame, 2018p. 143. Thame(2018)arguet hat t hese ar e fAinte
oppressionso (p. 143) that concern the cumul a

gender, race, and clasThamg2018)suggestd heteronormative constraints, too, explaining

how SimpsorMi | | er fAmade space for herself as both
ultimately failed to Ashift the context of ge
SimpsoAnMi | | er 6s ri se to power was | argely symbol

and female identity politicsn Jamaica

Howard (2018) also appliea Black feminist, intersectional lens to a prominent woman
of color, though not an ateed oné formerFirst Lady Michelle Obama. Using discourse
analysis, Howard examid®©O b a nfd &2 6 s Move! campaign by explor
Black stereotypes, media representations, masculinized political arenas, and the (quite White)
cultural constraints of beingFrst Lady. For example, Howaf@018)consideredyendered,
racialized clracterizations of thEirstLady innewsme di a, such as fAObamads
(p- 221). Obama herself was keenly aware of the proble2015 interview cited by Howard,
theFirstL,ady r emarked that she fAwas s uypigakect to a d
prospective first |l adies because of her race
too angry, or Haward, 80d8p.s221) Thairst Ladyrespandedo tropes of
Black women as #tempered but mothering women whdsmen of powerObamaalso
reported Anderogatory media statements, includ

uppity-i s nfBowvard, 2018, p. 221)n citing these passages, How#§2f18)arguedthat the

8Hereafter, iObamaod refers to Michelle Obama unl ess ot
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FirstL,ady was far firwomofa Mnaai al(pv22E @bamavasmawaeofc h'y 0
these rhetorics and actively countered them.

Of course, these characterizations stem from the set ofslanging tropes Alexander
Floyd (2007)referedto as the BCPP. These tropes are routirsgyetimes invisibly, applied to
alBl ack women, including Michell e Obama: #dAthe
Jezebel é [ or] Howad2018,p. 22y Howdpdrguedhad Obama
deracializesand thudistances herself from sualopes, tlerebyestablishing her own space
(self-actualization)Obama nonetheless reifies White, elitist, masculine hierarchies. Howard
(2018)alsopointedout hat first | adiesd6 roles are | imited
the reproductionfonational boundaries, and the reproduction and transmission of ideology and
cultureo (p. 219). Obama dropped her successf
onrasingher Kkids; she dubbed hersel f G&fmspectabler chi e
mot herhood that signradman@ gSsnamdderwiatt eamumnhgs @Ips
in controversial gender issues while simultaneously distancing herself, and the rest of the Obama
family, from racialized and gendered stereotypds o ut Bl a dHeward,2048pl 218).s 0 (
Il n other words, Obamadés deracialization strat
feminine and mothering but not emasculating or angry. Ultimately, however, she reinforced
White cultural norms for fst ladies.

Michelle Obama remains so popular, nonetheless, that many suggested she run to become
the Democratipar t yds presidential candidate in the 2
(20179) saidthe key issue for female candidates is that, iniBea t | everysvoman isithe
wrong womano for such elected offices (p. 132

defeated Hillary R. Clinton in the electoral college in 2016, Andef20h7a)focused on deeply
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embeddedexismin U.S.politics, saying that the fApresidento is

masculine; therefore, no woman can surmount that obstacle. Worse for Glaitbhnderson,

was the fA6femal e pr esi de mblewoian prgsidgn@arcandidate, 6 i n

is simultaneously unel e20l7agphblB2. Ardersoraackhavlede ge 6 ¢

ot her contributing factors in Clintonds | o0oss

manufactured stamndgl prefender whethe stump, 0 p

and of course Trumpo6s own Andersom20l7asdiditxs mora mp ai gn

important to change theeliefsof voters than adjust candidatesd?c
An der Q@ najcenmentsay is prescient: A 2019 Pew Research stpdilished

online (Horowitz et al, 2019 outlined some of those underlying, cultural beliefs. Most women

in the study said that female candidates fdhav

discriminaton i s a f@Amaj or obstacleo for their candid

many womerandmen said they would be willing to vote for women and would like to see more

of them in office. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, one of six women who ran unsuccesstuigome

the Democratipar t yds 2020 dthisparadex eNé&ll knavihatuve ean have a

woman in the White House when we finally el ec

2020). Warrerspokethe uncomfortable, persistent truth that Democorated more often for

White male candidates in the 202020 primaries.

Anderson(2017a)couchelt he pr obl em as the c¢class-ic doub
bl own paradox €é [in which] the factors that ¢

dsqual i fied her . ... Her electability made her
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competent, and capable Clinton was, the fewer votes she earned. Aralsossaidhat this

conundrum does not seem gendered, at first glanceadtutlly,fithe dynamic is unique to

wo me n c¢ a n@li7apalB3y. €limton for example, had to amass a wealth of experience

(first lady, senator, secretary of state) as well as financial and political support to even have a

chance at running (to be fair, atthe me of Andersondés writing no o
White, had cleared these hurdles); Barack Obama, on the other hand, was a community organizer
with barely2 years in Congress. Therefore, Anders@s not wrong. However, she
inadvertentlydemonstrate8 | ack f emi ni st sd ar gumenblindtsgopat mai
when it comes to ragglus-gender, subsuming all issues into the siraydes malefemale trap.

Andrea Gillespie and Nadia E. Brown (Z)1on the other handpderight into
intersectionatomplexities First, hey systematically dismantiehe assumption that Black
women are saving democracy (or at least the Demogaatig). This idea was circulated via
Twitter (#BlackGirlMagic) but ao well circulated by newsnd sociaimedia. ANew Yorker
headline, for examplg@roclaimed Haw t he Al abama Senate el ectior
(St. Felix,2017) while dJSA Todayheadline s, Twitter thanks #BlackWomen for voting for
Democrat Dog Jones in Alabama Senate eleaidddgwerman2017). Gillespie and Brown
(2019)beganwith such news headlines declaring that high turnout and support from Black
women propelled White candidate Doug Jones to victory in the elettey.argued thatgh
headlines reinforce the myth of #BlackGirlMagic through repetition and amplification; in other
words, newsamedia circulate and econstruct the myth. Gillespie and Bro\2019)complicatel
the story, however, using decades of voter analysisado populanarratives about the gender

gap, Black voters, and Black candidates.
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Most relevant to this study, like Winslo®illespie and Brown (2019cknowledgd
Chisol més place in history a-fouhderofmpestiit ance t o
influential National Organization for Womeghisolmgained some Whité&minist support
when she ran for the nomination in 1972, &hwa | so At ook on the | eader s|
Congressional Black Caucus [which she helped cr@dédck med who believed that the first
Black person to run f dilesmef&Browre 2059p. d6).Gileespib@d a man o
Br owetlibpd Wi ns| owds hi s ttleyprolbebmo raec cdoeuenptl yb utthe #fAi nt
di sadvantaged identiti es@019 p.dRTheybhpwdthatndi dat es
women of color are disadvantaged not just by mainstream, Wiade hierarchies, but also by
their own communities or #groups. For Chisholm, in other words, her gender disadvantaged her
within the Black (male) political community aselvas in the (White) feminist communitfn
intersection of duble binds intraacted co-creating a multidimension&hot

One final mention in this section concerns the case of two scholars whose work in
African American rhetorics focuseon race atthe x pense of womenés i ssues
Adam J. Banks (2018).ight on their attention to Black feminism (a section of one chapter in the
book), they provide a useful definitioAfor AficanAmer i can r hetoric: f#the
fused with Afrian-American ways of knowing in attempts to achieve in public realms
personhood, di @ityard &Banks2018,p. B)eLatgr & théirdntrgduction,

Gilyard and Bank$2018)saidt h at |, i n their ant hol o[dtheacf schol

Their functional definitionAfsi damwAmér ioomivbikiesmeaho At R
largely a work of historical recovery and, as such, effersweeping overview of key figures and themes.
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of strategic |l anguage use by African Ameri can
narratives, the spiritual s, poetry, fiction,
acknowledgd that the field is large but nonetheless aftbs sampling as varied as the
integrationistsepaat st debates of the early 20th century
collegewr i ting instruction. Unfortunately, this i
womenos rhetor i c,b(20B)sushedthroyga sudh topics s o ferkisism

and Moya Bail eyd6s BnlOstgynoio(ofi and thyy ®ff d dret dmptm or
directed specifically at Bl ack J0ldeidmt [ p. 6 9]
mention Crenshaw at alhstead highlighting thétriple exploitatiomo f Bl ack women i a
women, as workers, and as Negroes, 0 a concept
radicals [in the 1930s] Loui se TAhsafopnermews Patt e
editor question their charact edatamjusias chargetlast hes e
Al i beral 6 and A c dilyaréand Bank$2018)eclaimbd@attersomamd s .
Jonesds significance handati nCrae nsdmBedEdste xmeqastei
unintentionally, Gilyard and Banks exhibitnastywoman rhetorics. Saving this thought for

future reflection] nextmove from the broad outlines of Black/White feminism to (vice)

presidential politics and women in the US.

Women and (Vice) Presidential Politics

Where Black feminist, i ntersectional analy
experiences, much of the scholarship and commentary about women and (vice) presidential

politics focuses almost exclusivelyonsexis t hat i s, much of it refle
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race/clas®lind spots Nonetheless, these scholars raise issues that are at play for all female
candidates and politiciantherefore their work informs my study. Notably, many of the sources
in thissection can be traced back or related ta mi e (8995)féuadational outline of double
binds, fArhetorical construct[s] that [posit]
the person bei ngld)dpplyiegrthisdondeptemidillary @lintontdild not
bebothfeminine and competent, for to be female is to be weak, emotional, illogical, whereas
competency calls upon masculine traits such as strength, confidence, and so forth. Clinton is
forever caught in a cate?2. Howeveyrace and class complicate this conundrum for female
candidates in (vice) presidential politics.

In fact, a common theme centers on competency in masdahmaine terms (Anderson,
2017a; Anderson, 2017b; Schneider et @010;Smirnova, 2018)Anderson(2017a) for
instancearguedthat male candidates do not have to overcome the same level of challenges faced
by female candidates, if at all (Barack Obama, for example, was a community organizer and
lawyer who had served less than a full terna agnator; and Trump had zero political
experience to complement his businessman persona). Andersaaidistholars and political
strategists alike must acknowledge this state
d y n a m20t7s,@ 13@).For example, ampetence alone is not enougfta factor for women
in U.S.politics. In fact, as Andersgi2017a)arguedc o mpet ence MfnHappears to b
(p. 134).My takeaway here is that gender politics create a plethora of paradoxes for women in
U.S.politics. Andersor{2017a)implied there is little that female candidates candih these

paradoxes, sayinghb The problem |Iies with the cuUS ure rat
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political culture(i.e., its constructed rhetorics)steadfastly male and punishes women who try
to take partin it.

This sentiment was captured byS. Sen. Elizabeth Warrein the 20192020election
cycle, dfec ame <cl oser than any other woman to winni
but, nonethkess,dropped out of the race in early March 2020 after failing to win key primaries
Afterward, Warrengave a livingroom interview with MSNBC host Rachel Maddow, who
asked, Al would |Ii ke to ask you abéutbehangl e
woman [forU.S.pr esi dent ] e v er (Maddown2020)lnthe 2020fcyele,a me s ? 0
record number of women ran alongside Warren t
but none of them came closer to succeedWigr(en garnered dstantthird in the primaries
after Biden and Sen. Bernie Sande®)ring the Maddow interview)Varren noted all the
women who had supported her candidacy and all

to. Shetold Maddow Al f y o u reswasysexism in thiarace,’ evelyene says ‘whiner,’

€ And i f you say, no, there was no sexism,
I i v e (Maddewg 2020)MSNBC and its parent network circulated clips of the interview and
othermediacr cul ated her comments, which included V
trap question for every wodttmnf@mal¢ dndisages sheud, 2 0 2
never mention gender and should certainly never complain about it. Whditistoe say (and

was not asked) is that neither race or class should ever be mentioned or complained about.

However, Black feminist scholarship increasingly surfaces gender, race, and class issues

in U.S. politics. Gillespie and Brown (2019), for instance, gafied the almost mythicized
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Agender [voting] gapo to i ncl dtdhee rfalcees sa nada p a nl
conundrum (i.eJ a mi e[$9985)cdrepetency binary, in which men are competent but women
are nod unless they take on masculine saih which case, they are-gectable; or they cloak
their competency in feminine terms like motherhood, which often makes thetectable as
well). In short, the gender gap in voting patterns exists (women tend to vote for Dembatats)
well-acceptd expressions of this gap fail to explore why®&@f White women voted for Trump
(Jaffe, 2018Junn& Masuoka2020;Tien, 2017) Gillespie and Brow1i2019)brokedown this
racialgendemap and traagits existence back to at least the 1950s.

Most relevant to my study and the subtheme of masctdimenine competency,
Gillespie and Browr§2019)claimed A Bl ack women are more often t
more masculine trait8 whi ch me arhse nv oitaesr sagseenet i ¢ | eader s o
White women often get trapped in masculfeminine, competerhcompetent binds, which
Anderson (201&) saidi b r e e d s ¢ o Bb)tthe cgmmanplgceaboutic&pable Black
women may sometimes work in thévor as candidaté$ Citing severalstudies, Gillespie and
Brown (2019)remarled, AVoters appreciate this quality ir
disrupedthe myth, therefore, that gender alone is why no woman has become president as of
this writing. Gillespie and Brown (2019Isocountered¢he myth that women cannot be seen as
strong leaders.

Of course, women have to be likeable, but the more likeable they are (again) the less

el ectabl e they ar ¢1995avelleestabltshed It offuandades.fore s on 0 s

10 Capable and/or assertive White women like Hillary Clinton, on the other hand, get assignedtidtmat
Arhymes withn1999% ho (Anderso
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example, when Hillary Clinton ran for president in 2008 and in 2016, she had to prove she was
pleasant, friendly, and likeable, not just qualified or competent. Clinton had, after all, earned
high approval rates during her timesasretaryof state. Nonetheless, even thesndidate
Barack Obama, during a 2008 debate in New Ham
(Politico, 2A.3). As he spoke, his facial expression communicated reluctance to say the words,
making his response seemcamticandbr pained. I n any case, the 0
2008 debate moderators themselves called it that night, is deeply embedded in Western culture.
Researching the respective 2008 candidacies of Hillary Clinton (Democrat) and Sarah Palin
(Republican), Schneider et #2010) note the persistent
double bind [for professional or political women] between being perceived as competent
or as likeable. Both qualities are imperative for success but the incongruity of normative
female roles (warm,urturing) with characteristics perceived necessary for professional
success (independence, assertiveness) means that women are either seen as likeable, but
incompetent, or as competent, but unlikeable. (p. 363)
In other words, women get caughttins paralox. Annamarie Forestiere (2020) captuithis
problemin the title of her articlefilo6 d v ot e f or a wo Bamiersfgceddy not
wo me n i n Simiilyjirt aistudy published April 2020 rhe Economics Journal
researchers Leoni@erhards and Michael Kosfield repeadia gameplaying experiment for
which they concluded that likeability matters for womenémrly every singlavorkplace
interactiontheys t udi ed (p. 716) . For men, however, nloi
interactions with women. In short, the #fAlikea

prevalent inU.S. presidential politics.
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Another subtheme, however, has particular r@hee for this study, because the tone
changes significantly (and for the worse) when linked to women of color: the infiltition
fipbornographic metaphors, i mages, and narrative
coverage in the 2008 presidehgtection, Andersorf2011)explaired was focused on viee
presidenti al c¢ andipdaagteea nSta,r afhh oPta | g onvoesr nboeraou tlyo o k
wascalledaevor d t hat @Ar hy me 8othwabelssexbalizénese fémalep. 341) .
candidatesboth labels pornify thenPalin, for instance, was personable, folksy, and feminine;
for example, she joked about hockey moms beinggikbullswho wore lipstick. However, she
was frequently described as ditzy and incompetent, as if femininity oeecmdpetency; the
two representations could not go together exceptiningujsi c ar i bou Bar bi eo) .
the other hand, was described as competent and accomplished but highlydsaspettmi | i t an't
feministo who wor e pebaking peraona offirst ladies), ana wae ladbelédh e ¢
unlikeable even by supposed allies in the Democratic paByar ac k Obama sai d s h
e n o u[Bditieo, 2013). Focused on these two White female candidates, Andé26dr )did
not examine thator women of color, the likeability problemtra-acts with this pornification to
elicit the Jezebel trope. That is, women of color are desirable rather than likeable; but the more
desirable or attractive they are, the more they are pornified as the sgioeralluring and
lucrativeJezebel.

In general, howeveAnderson(2011)saiditis A no surpriseo that fen
then and are stil!l portrayed negatively in te
of pornography construct wan candidates in ways that reveal the persistence of cultural
stereotypes about women political leaders, despite the progress evidenced by Clintons and Palins

candi daci es ot P@p.i n320)d. HiHdtariy épsesideandecti ve r u
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presicent showedomesmallpr ogr es s i n -démmatedipalitcd miliema | e
Nonetheless, Palin was commonly portrayed in ways that played negatively on her (feminine)
attractiveness: a meme in which her fédioe was
aU.S.flag bikini [and] holding a rifle¢  gs well af a Saturday Night Livekit thattoutedheras
adMILF, wi t h t he acr oMogm Is& da nldd &Aeglersoo 20A 1H.c388).0n
the other handZlintonwas described this way in a comment posted to a stariien
WashingtonPost iHi | | ary i s a conniving €& well, nevel
(Anderson, 2011p. 341). Such portrayals, Andersargued have become more prevalent as
women have come clas® running for (and being elected) president; such attacks also
demonstrate the backl ash agai n#6. pditesn@Iljp.s m i n
329).

Il n relation to my r es e &similartomigogytcforsonds Apo
women of colorin U.S. politics. Kamala Hatrris, for example, dated a former San Francisco
mayor 20 years ago, while he was still married (but separated); it is no surprise that this
relationship sparked critics and political opponents to label Harris adigiy@r and describe her
in terms associated with prostitutes, such as #HeelsUpHarris, a Jezebelian label. This portrayal
has persisted for Harris, particularly during her bid to win the Demoqatict y 6 s pr esi den
nomination.A Jaruary29, 2019,stoy i n Ha r publisiied dudhe RBemocratic
p a r prignérgseason, citedhastoryof such portrayals, lika Jaruary 27,2019 tweet by once
uponatime 007/Bond girl andat the time of posth Rever end o6 HRiokbabman aY oduwregs:n
careif Wl |l i e was good...women who prostitute ther
The BCPP is clear ithislabeling of Harris as the penultimate JezebN@tably, this tweet is one

of the more saféor-the-office versions of Jezeban portrayals of Idrris.
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Two more scholars warrant mention in this section on women and (vice) presidential
rhetorics:Denise Bostdorff (1991) and Michelle Lockhart (201B)stdoff is still cited today
for applyingKennethBurked dramatics tdJ.S.vice-presidential rhric. Shearguedhat this
rhetoric is inherently comedic and feminine; outlines four dramatic acts epreésedential
rhetoric (celebration, confrontation, vindication/resignation, and submission); and frames
Ger al di ne Fer r apresidestial somingeta a sfi d dhwei atiicen o t hat
comedic/feminine in somewhat positive ways but, overall, negatively affected her candidacy.
Bostdorff(1991)first explairedhow the vicepresidential role is traditionally subservienturs.
politics, -ereagsuurre ,nog ffAssued Ifi mati on, 06 and, ul ti ma
vice presi denwasr lad swinfee layno firod Ide t h dhescénesmi t s t |
and cheerl eader roles Acompletely subordinate

presidenti al candi dat e] 0-athame wiz9and/oNsidekiek pr esi de

Table 1

U.S. Female (Vice) Presidential Candidates

Candidate/Party Year
Victoria Woodhull/thirdparty 1872
Shirley Chisolm/Democrats 1972
Geraldine Ferraro/Democrats 1984
Sarah Palin/Republicans 2008
Hillary Clinton/Democrats 2008 and 2016
Kamala Harris/Democrats 2020
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Bostdorff(1991)also commermdthat, the moreice-presidentiacandidate assume a
feminized and/or sidekick role, the less visible and distinct they become in public discourse. As
evidence, Bostdorff repation her survey of 1952980The New York TimesandThe
Washington Posttories on viceoresidential nominees: Stories about the vice president or
candidate wer&0% ofthe number of thosaboutthe president (or presidential candidate). With
charts and graphs about media coverage of the time, Bostdorff ssgipertcase.

A more recent work on viepresidential rhetorics comes from Michelle Lockhart (2013).
She examined the texts of two very different acceptance speeches by female candidates for the
of fice: Geraldine Ferrarobds (Demo@OM3yseta and Sa
broad context of vicpresidential rhetors; with emphasis on the linguistic differences of men
and women; and she uses puldiscourse analysis of their respective acceptance speeches,
albeit atextualanalysis of transcripts ratherthbh e t el evi sed per f or mance s
analysiswas alphacentric and excludienultimodalor intertextuabspects as the speeches were
delivered. Nonet hel es sdanaltemptholpasition w@amenas redearath e mo n
subjects as well amgentic political operators. First, she disagneéh the stillcommon adage
t hat -piiwviscaelenti al running mates [matter] only
(Lockhart, 2013p. 81).Bothindividuals on a party ticket make a differensaidLockhart, in
no small part because the vice president can potentially become présegenable 1)Notably,
in a postelection concession speech, Ferraro looked to the future, saying that only when the next
woman runs for t he khowd she,$o0,is gding to lbegufigedby @ wi | | we
standard different fr om LUodklait, 20013p.e98). Fer@no is bothr ma |

optimistic and cautious in this look ahead. Unfortunately, different standards remain in place. In
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the next seabn, | discuss sources that bring media framing into the fray, including a return to
Bostdorffds comments about Ferraro.

NewsMedia Rhetorics
A Primer

The final themeompriseghe intersections of rhetorics, news media, and women in
politics. For examplan the previous section, | summarized Bosttof{1991)description of
vice-presidential roles, but a few additional points pertain to this sedtidhe celebratory stage
of a five-part comedic drama, vigeresidential candidates must demonstrate oieszed
confidence; they mugterform(or be shown to have) the capacity to be president. Performance
includes both verbal and nonverbal communications; it exceeds the alphabetic. These
performances are most often represented in visuals (still or mawames, with or without
al phabetic text), somet i mémrmlba als® ranscrbéday ed as
alphabetically)andoften relayed via linguistic representations that are shorthand for, and may
evoke, visuals. Bostddr{1991)arguedthat newsmedia coverage that included visuals and

soundbites of Ferraro focused so extensively on her (weak, feminine) gender that she had to

=]

Aitake more mascul i ne bgsidesldndale ensthe étags insteadofas st and

embracing him. An embraovould have signaled a mdkemale couple, Bostdorff naleShe

said
Other candidates had begun their campaigns with public images as traditionally
independent men and then gradually had submerged their identities in the persona of the
presidential nomia e . [Bu¢ Ferraro], perceived as a stereotypical woman and the very

paragon of submission from the start ... had to distinguish herself as an individual
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(masculine/tragic) prior to submitting as Mondale's sidekick (feminine/comedic).

(Bostdorff, 1991p. 19)

Note here the visual, gestural, and spatial aspects of these actions; they are multimodal and
rhetorical yetare often elided in alphacentric reports or eeephasized in visuals (e.g., video

clips or still images) that are shared, distributed, aralleited by news outlets, campaigns, and
others. As described by Bostéforin short, these rhetorical activities exhibit multimodal
communication. In any case, Ferraro did not become the first female vice president of the United
States. To improve the amees of a different outcome in the future, Bostd(tf91)arguedthat
morewomen need to run férand wird public office at all levelsNo doubt many feminists

would agree, and more women hawdeedbeen running and winning than ever before, though
resuls remain mixedgoschma2017;Conroy& Rakich 2020;Gray, 2018. A record number

of women, in any case, serve in the 11Jt8. CongressBlazina& Desilver, 202)

However, as | read Bostdband the other sources mentioned in this chapter, | thodight o
Abigail Lambke (209). She opeeadher scholarly podcast (the latter still a genre discounted in
academia) with an epigphf r om B o o k 1 2 first-Eent@ytextpnstituio oratian 6 s
A[ T] he first thing to behawea,siared etdhda snewhta,t
(Quintilian, 2015) Quintilian referred to the oral traditions of his day, which included
performative aspects that were spatial and gestural rhetorics as well as linguistic ones. Delivery,
to Quintilian and Cicero, meaptonuntatioandactio, that is,the right tonevolume and
enunciationinflected with gestures and body language, your toga hung jumtéa|lpresented
in the most fitting public space and to the right pe@pléne right timeThese features compe
key aspects of oral delivery, embodied and

example, | cited Howar@2018) who in turn cited Michelle Obama expressing that she was very
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well aware of presenting herself as too uppity orangryarmny ot her st ereotypic
exceeding or complementing linguistic communications. Lanip@#9), for her partarguedfor
recognizing the rhetoricity not just of aural modes like voice and music but the arrangement and
delivery of these modess well (e.g., cutting clips, rearranging the soundbite sequence, etc.).
Lambke(2019)was not wrong: significant scholarship attends to visual rhetorics, while aural,
spatial, and gestural modalities are less often analyzed. With that concern in mind aiae not
sources for my study are Helmers and Hill (2008) and Seiter and Weger Jr. (2020).

Helmers and Hil(2008)resiseddefining visual rhetoric, instead invitirggveralscholars
to provide working definitions of the ways that images (still, moving, atetactive) influence
audiences in meaningful and meanmgking waysand providinguseful terms for other
scholars studying visual rhetoridsor instancefiparagonad deals with the tension between
words and imagesintertextuab concerns the relatiohgps between texts, somewhat as
fis i g n oirh Africam dmerican rhetorics rely on layers of meaniAgd finterpretand refers
to the mental image that words and signs evoke in audiences.

Hel mer s @008)pritde exdmpleis Thomas E. Franklin's Ground Zero
photograph of New York firefighters straightening a fallen flag in the rubble of the World Trade
Center one dagfter the tragic events of 9/11. The image reminded many viewers of Joe
Rosent hal 6s iUlS Manmesserctipgthe Ancericanfflag on lwo Jima during
Worl d War | 1. Rosenthal s photo is so wel/ k n
Al wo Ji mado evoke it s 2istoentgrgstudeatswittano firshand er pr et an
knowl edge of that war o rAnimhgeis pohneddedprdsineokei gi n al

an image in audiences0d mi nd stthe $epasatiosn ofimaget e t ha

58



from text and vice versa, partly because written texts are alalegady visual, images (still or
moving) have a strong i mpact on viewers and r
i nto each o t2008p. 205 Fot example, the@headlihes( sample in the next chapter
correlate to visuals, whether an image accompanies the text or not.

Another significant influence 2020t hi s stud
overview of nonverbal communication ioliical debates. They defidenonverbal
communi cation as fAmessages .8)eSulisetsuncludapcalc® nl i ng
(e.g, tone, regional or local accents, pitch, rate), eye contact, kinesics (body movement),
gestures, proxemics, and hiapt(e.g.,touch, which they posit as a subset of proxemics). By
Amessaged they mean fAbehaviors or el ements ¢&
have generally agreed upon Seieadn\iegegs2020/Ch.h a sp
2). That is,nonverbaimessagesarry meaning; thegre rhetorical. In a 2016 towhall debate,
Trump moved around as Clinton spoke; journalists as well as Clinton campaign staff said he
seemed to be stalking her by way of nonverkiaksics and proxemic comnmications; camera
angles enhanced the effect. In this example, Seiter and \MfegieedJ a mi es onlind doubl e
theory. They commeation double binds frequently, in fact, exploring how these binary
paradoxes fAundoubtedly iamfdli dean ces 6p evrea ébptli cams
b e h a v betder & Wegdr Jr.2020,Ch. 10). These perceptions are typically negative for
women. Like Shawn Pangiles (2000), Seiter and Weg#r. (2020)also notd the news
medi adbs complicity in strapping female candi d

for her | aughter and smile, whil e-md@aumpbds own
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headlines and soctahedia posts often comment on these mutal dynamics. In the next
section, | outline the role of newsedia in framing public discourse. This practice is referred to
asfimediaframing0 but | prefer mediahetorics

Media Framing asRhetorics

First, | remind readers that common usage otenmsmediaandmodesoften blur the
t wo . ATheo media, for i nst aracademicsiabkeash staamh used
term for mainstream newandentertainment companies and platforms, from CNNHe Hill to
Paramount. As mentioned preusly, | use newsnedia to distinguish newsriented platforms
or companies from media (the interfaces, such as a computer or television Sdégempde, |
mean the form of communication (aural, visual, linguistic, spatial, gestural) delivered through
various media by individuals, companies, and/or platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok.
Where individual scholars blur these terms, | distinguish between their definitions and mine, or
their lack of definition(s). These distinctiomsmind, | turn inthis section to the relationship of
newsmedia to various modes of communication in political discourse.

A brief | ook at Her ManofacwreddCorGdmousetukhgréd s (1988
They defined mainstream mass mesdigesianda syybio
system that Arequires systematic propagandado

individuals with the values, beliefs, and codes of behavior that will integrate them into the

11 of course finews media increasingly blurs with entertainment media; indeed, mmegha companies like Time

Warner own a vast number of platforms, infrastructure, broadcast channels, entertainment companies, and so forth.
Further mor e, b y-basedreporing, blt thimae, oo, iaa e¢n blurred by the@dnews cycle,

which includes commentary, l'i ve or @ Blrwithacknsidemblen e ws, 0 ho
attention to entertainment value
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institutional st r u@eérman & €horosky, 198®e1). Asal urglesstands o c i et
their point, the nature of propaganda is that it propagatesgutiates this circulation, which
involves repetition and amplification, is epideictic rhetoric in motidmat is, it creates meaning.
Extending Herman and Chomsky further, epideictic rhetoric constantly, continually constructs
the present in terms of societal, towél, and political belief systems

Herman and Chomsk{l988)alsoarguet hat fAimoney and power o dr
four Afilterso that determine the news we (th
concentrate@wnershipowner wealthard pr of i t or i en t(Hetman&n o of mas
Chomsky, 1988, p. 2)Jn 1987, the authors reportésD companies controlled 990 f A mer i cad s
media companies. By 201Rusiness Insidemagazine calculated that just six corporations
controlled that 9%. Gannd&t, which ownsUSA Todayis one of those companies, owning one
out of every six newspapers in the United StaieBr(onds, 2019Herman and Chomski1988)
established that such corporations are driven by profit, controlled by wealthy

owners/shareholderand supported by banks, other major corporations, ansiehkhyelites

who run all of them. Together, these elites d

national and international news tHerman&ke | ower

Chomsky, 1988p.45) . Such power fdaffects news choicesc
Shawn ParnGiles (2000), for example, expldteewsme di adés r ol e i n sel e

distributing, and circulating visual rhetorics for women in politidsough notouching her

work as an intersectional study, she examhihe overlap of television news practices with
imagemaking. The latter occurs linguistically as well as visually. As P&itgs (2000)

explaired newsmedia rely on shoftut characterizations édcriptive phrases, for example) and

visuals €.g.,selected images as stereotypes). Furthermoresasti@udiences often mistake
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performed, heard, and/or seen filived events a
through a complex infrastructure that comprises the econainics ven fAmBtdhemo t hat
mediauses to deliver these messages.

For example, over Hillary Cliotn 6 s ¢ a rQlesreferfedRosher asyHRC, as many
newsmedi a and pundits did at the time), major b
stereotype that power2000p.20%.dnnad906 maadcastiigNNb e f ear
host Bernard Shaveld wi t h a pithy comment about Amodern
bake cooki ParyGles 2000 200). ParnGiles emphasizit hat Shawés wor
were accompanied by images that portrayted HRC
a womano6és proper place (in the kitnetiedn or dbe
implied, through the combination of visuals and wry words, that ecnokiebaking woman
like Clinton was suspect at best. Then and now, such media framing resrifotcaso co
constructs double binds by using gendered language and ifiaigesampleE|l i1 zabet h Dol e
hi gh heel s ab o-suedescripton thacevakes an inmagesohhiagel shoes and,

t hus, s i gn@arrsGilésf 2000, pn26).MMedia framing is rhetorical.

Most relevant to my study, Parfyiles(2000)outlined how news broadcasts routinely
exceed the alphabetic through such tools as selective (and ultimately rhetorical) camera angles,
proxemics, and editing. Most influential terms of selectivity, sheaid a r \asuabchofces
made by television n eadded2000,p 210)i PamyGilesoig 6 ( e mp h a

extensive use and-ese of images of HRC giving her Wellesley commencement address,

compared to an almosgital absence of images showing her caagbirevementsr other

59



Apositive at t rdiobthaother bardaplethoa bf hggativeanmges, such as a

silent Bill Clinton juxtaposed with HRQ000,p. 211). ParnGiles (2000)also poinédout that

Aliveo footage is quickly archived, available
of context Afor a redthisreutscer yWiov i (sp.al 2 I 2200003 leex t wan
213)1? Without historical and situational contexts gither words, images tell a story chosen by

others and mediated through the nemedia ecology. What Parn@iles dd not as successfully
emphasize is that this matevned, malc ont r ol | ed fimedi ad i s al so Wh
more true today: As of 2@1Pew Research calculates that there are 100 Black newspapers in the
United States; only one of them has a circulation greater than 5@y@@@s reach is not national

(Atske et al., 2019).

(Black) Herstory and NewsMedia

To counter the absence Bllack newsmedia on the U.S. national stage, | considered
historicatrecovery projects that recenter the perspective on women of color and their
relationship to audiences who have been predominantly White. | begin with Shirley Wilson
Logan (2004). Sheexpledt he ef fect of the fAwhite gazeodo on
century activist and public speaker Frances Ellen Watkins Harper. Like ®iepy Logarwas
concerned with the mediation of amw®emanods per
explicitly who is watching andvhois in powerWhitepe opl e6s reports of Har
focused on the Bl ack womandés heommessage;dhessie anor ,

White audiences were nf asci 2084pe28).Inoithdrwords,he ar t

12 Two decades after Paryi | e s 6 w odiskihuted nmeeimes extead this procass fir e mi x. 0
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Harper s cont emporWhiyt e rtliagvwasossalyfoausad braevisualeand a
aural modes rather than how those modalities harmonized with linguistic communication; this
focus on the visuahural was divorced from rhetoricsiibstance.

Loganalsoremarled, A Ni noeritueyaudierftes generally had difficulty separating
how women spoke f r or@004ymh 20). This preblem Wwas exacerbatedia y 0 (
Har per 6s case b amthusigectdorstereotyped theBtime, sukh as the
mothering but emasculating Mammy. To counter these stereotypes,éaidan A The prevai l
view was that Black women had to project an ethos of respectability when addressing members
of the alleged crR04pof32yuefiRosnaeattoadliol i(tyo w:
English, heterosexual norms, and demonstrably middkes values. Yet when Black women
projected this ethos, they were (and stillare, Loggd accused of HAacting Wh
alphacentric messageas effectively silenced in the public/political sphere.

Logan also conneetl 19th-century reporting with Ztcentury commentary of women in
politics, such as longtiméhe New York Times ol umni st Maur een Dowd say
Clintonds] ¢xatugthhii rsg2@0d,[e 80k tdexd) Rowad uskn auralvisual
reference to imply that Clinton is decidedigt sexy (i.e, she is not feminine, with her eft
| ampooned | augh representing the edAmderssdo rsthse
(2011) argument about the Apornificationo of
ANLFO Sar ah Pal itna)beit bylLimptication, vaith theodistdbeten and
circulation of reports about Harpencludingt he act i v i dytciGdated letters gbout v a t
those public reports. Logan implicitly assuivibat rhetorical circulation, in this case,

contributed to the Whitgaze representations of Harper.
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A century laterthe White gaze still matterBor exampleTammy L. Brown (2008also
exploral imagemaking and multiple communication mogé@srelation to Rep. Shirley Chisolm
Al t hough Browndés essay i s moeda hdwiCbisgpimépthy t han
unlike Michelle Obama, as detailed by How§2818]) was well aware of how different
audiences viewed her in the 1970s. Chishieérself in an infamoud.971speechhad
commented that Bl ack men wer & [iavereiofteht i ve abou
running [her] down as a bossy female, awduld ma t Winsow,2018,p. 1018.
Winslow (2018)argued that Chisoliwas well aware, in short, of the Mammy stereotype and the
degree to which its common use highlighted misogyny wiitiiitan American communities. In
fact, to become the first Black woman in the House of Representatives, Chisolm defeated a
Black Republican (James Farmer) who, iarherownwords,on a fA 0Bl ack Power 0
iconography é [ wi t h lyousgawdesdvithtAfros, bdating temns:the d by
bi g, bl ack Winstoav|2@18p. h0a8) Wiat irffterests me, in these examples, is the
interplay of words and visuals, as well as the-aelareness that women like Chisholm
possessed with regard tete blended, intractive mode$? Brown (2008)also note that news
media covered Farmerds campaign far more exte
better funded. Pulling from Herman and Chomgk§88) | surmise that part of the issue is

newsmedi ads money gmedaecoverthh evénts ansl peopheanass likely to help

13Gilyardand Bank$2018) incidentally, say that a -domsgioudfverbat ur e of B
assertion of requisite Black female pres@énce( p fiSelf&tayé may have been a more neutral choice of terms
for this description.
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their organizations make monegnd the besiunded campaigns have the resources to be(come)
more visible to newsnedia.
When Chisolm bid to become the Democrgad y 6 s nomi nee f or presit

(2008)said these kinds of genderedcist, sexistacialized problems persisted. CBS anchor

Wal ter Cronkite, for example, reported that C
for O0the higdreddo ody ifctehr omwitrhge Her Ohat, rat he
r a cBrawn, 008p . 1014) .tondheinechekkiangeagesis gendered and seems-race

less on the surface, Brovgaid However, it does have a racial hint. First, Chisolm herself was

strategic about the different elements of her identity, linguistically and visually. That is, Chisolm
emphasi zed fAfemal enesso wi tAmericaasyemchher sécontdl ac k ne s
generatioA mmi gr ant status with i mgmi,grfart £.x alnpil ssql n
i mages of Mot own musi c dilike theiedaborate wigsgnorn by Digmao u p 6
Ros s, Mary Wil son, FIl orence BalBran2008pand | at e
1021). Brown note that television characters ofetliday wore similar wiger hairstylesfrom

Loui se ( ak a@heflaNersorklPh)to Wilana onGood Timeg1974). (Both these

mother/wife characters were almost alwaysrtostsensibleandgoodnatured adults in the

householgdon the more negative side, they were quintessdnitahodern Mammys, per the

BCPP ) Hence, Cronkit e 6 ®dthedediciona, Black moghere Brenamc e s u g
alsosaidthat when Chisolm ran to become temocratigpar t y6s presi denti al n

sel-fpr esentation characterized her as part of a
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consciousness and2008pni023)i Is atheravbrdst Ghisolmtcieatesl an  (
image of respectability

Expanding the historical scope but dealing more explicitly with images, politics, and
circulation, Ana Stevenson (2018) comhirtestorical recovery with rhetorical analysis in her
study of 19th and early 20tkcentury w o me sufirage postcards. Botlhiffrage supporters and
opponents used postcaddthe internet memes of the dagidStevensod to circulate images
and messages about the people and ideas involved in the movement. Unfortunately for
supporters, shgaid the negative postcartisat countereé themwere weltfunded by suffrage
opponents and newspapers of the day (the latter also distributed editorial cartoons that were
overwhelmingly negative). Theardiuf f r age cards were fAicemmerci al
designed, whereas those that cashsuffragettes as Cady Stanton in positive ways were often
|l ackluster, high handed, and stuffy. For exam
first or married names, a feminizing but ultimately subordinating practice still seen today in
references to AHI Il aryo when Trump has been mor
(Stevenson, 201§, 161).

Similar to themes addressed in this study and by other scholars, Ste{Zf@)also
pointdout a key sign of @ntrhltoshe lnstory ofémericafi r het or i c a
f e mi @ithe aimost total absence of people of color inqarfiragette postcards, despite the
contributions of women of color like Harper or Ida\Bells (p. 160) The persistence of this rift,
saidStevenson, can be sem Clinton memes that highlight her connection with such

suffragettes as Susan B. Anthony but fail to mention Mary Church Terrell, Nannie Ellen
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Burroughs, and many othetomen of coowh o pushed for womends ri ght
the most extensivecholarship concerning womenlhS. politics has focused on Hillary
Rodham Clinton, or HRC.

HRC and ATheo Medi a

The sources reviewed in this section examine, briefly, the nexus of Hillary Rodham
Clinton (HRC) and newsedia. Looking for perspectives Witittle to no influence by news
media, political strategists, pundits, or the candidates themselves, for example, Brent J. Hale and
Maria Elizabeth Grabe (2018) examined Vvisual
2016 presidential campaignstasy appeared and were discussed on Rebldis online forum
is driven, arranged, and controlled by users and their interests rather thamadiasand mega
media conglomerates like Fox or CNN. In particular, Hale and Ge4i8)tracked and
analyzed hadlines and visuals used on separate Trump and Clinton subreddits (individual
discussion forums). | discuss their methods in more detail in the next chapter. The key point here
is that Hale and Grabe poaatout the weHdocumented genderization OfS. pdlitical parties
(Republicans as masculine, Democrats as feminine); a general neglect of scholarship on the
affect of images on audiences or voters;andmewesd i ad6s dAcul |l ing and fram
(2018,p. 449). That is, similar to Par@iles,Hale and Gabeexplairedt hat fAon any gi v
journalists select a small number of occurrences from a nearly infinite number of possibilities
and cal 12018,p. 458)eThis seleclive process is a key part of mégisorics which
construct United Statgwesidents as White and male. However, independent of meda,

subreddit usefs predominantly White men with some college educatiportrayed Clinton
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largely in masculine or gendeeutral terms (p. 465). Even her supporters| idale and Grabe,

createcheadl i nes or shared i mages that portrayed

| eader 0 and fisubopti mal 801&pa4ts).i dat e in the 201
Mary Anne Taylor and Danee Pye (2)hnalyzel the 19922016 evolution of Hillary

Clintonds i ma Jime Magazilkeltthe tone ef thair stadithis publicationwas

the most circulated weekly in the world, with 3 million copies distributed every week

(propagation and profiriven indicatons, per Herman and Chomsky988]). Taylor and Pye

uselpol itical and visual rhetorics as their pri

i's perpetuated as a 200%pe88n). ThHatas, quer time,tvaricua | hegem

images of @ntond from first lady to diplomat to senator to presidential cand@lat®ve from

positive to negative visual rhetorics, demonstrating how inherently gendereskeikist) media

coverage shapes a female candi dd20B)Ynsanthenage. B

companies, reporters, editors, and infrastructure involved in the production of news and

entertainmentiTh e me d iaagued tchaey ng Kat(h9PBwonk onddeuble e s onds

bi nds, Aul ti mately r ei nf orsecwhishinhaventippriviegese and s

pol it i claylor &Rgen2019¢g. 808). Taylor and Py@019)also citel several sources in

vi sual rhetorics, notably Cara Finnegands (20

audiencebdbs rudtespr endreispt iamnds sftarn i nterpretati

hegemonic framework governed by shared iconic

heels, for instance,| nsHél memn@00schemdieclaldds as f

A h eoduhcsion as an imagevoking interpretant.
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Like the previous sources, Ben Was{R@19)scrutinizel a site of political activity
(Donald J. Trump and HhalldelateywitRa focslon perfoomantes 2 0 1
as multimodal messaging. Wasiksal content analysis, coding for such variables as facial
expressions, eye contact, and spatial distance. The latter is particularly relevant fbaiown
debates, which allow candidates to move around the stage rather than remain behind a podium.
Wasike (2019)also poinedout that gender bias with regard to clothes, facial expressions, and
othercuesiswek st abl i shed in scholarship. For exampl
audiences, perceptions of competency, friendliness, approachabilitytanduial s m é [t hey]
more per suasi v aVasike &019pt263.Notice thet \IVasikeeférredto
Apeopl e o femalecawdicdtdsveno areoftentoldtosmild encount er Ander so
likability paradox; increased likability makes them lesstalgle.'* Wasike(2019)nonetheless
argued hat Clintonbs performance generally fAadhe
Atranscendedo them. That is, an fAexpansive po
limbs by raising the arms or gesturing gweom the body) demonstrates confidence and
dominancesuch poseare malecentric (p. 258)Clinton used such postures far more often than
Trump, defying gender norms. Wasi ke@&0)wor k re
providing usefubefinitions and explanations of nonverbal communications.

Epilogue: Common Ground(s)

| have covered much ground in this chapter, introducing scholars, concepts, methods, and

definitions that figure in subsequent chapt&iack feminism, for example, chalges the

perspective of mainstream feminism, which often focuses on sexism while ignoring race and

14 See Anderson (2020) for a more recent discussion of persistent, related paradoxes for female candidates/politicians.
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class. Women and (vice) presidential rhetopoasesimilar challenges in@h- and 2ktcentury
political rhetorics, bud informed by Black feminisi® can beseen as compounding such
paradoxes as female candidates6 nAlikeabilitybo
literature review surfacthe persistent rift between Black and mainstream feminisews

media rhetoricga term | prefer to media framipgxgores how common practices and

circulating reports careate paradoxes and reinforce a political culture that (to date) has made it
almost impossible for a woman to become president iti$i&Vith these tensions in mind, |
exploreda general lack of buhcreased attention to modes and media in politics, the role of
newsmedia in thdJS. political ecology as well as gendeace issues, and the importance of
acknowledging the different experiences of women of color in public fo(Astsr, 2020) In

the nex chapter, | turn to the methods used for gathering data and determining the case studies

thatl interrogatel.

68



CHAPTER llI
METHODS AND DATA SETS
Prelude

My research questions concerned c¢ireulationof nastywoman rhetorics during the
study period, andhy methodology weaves womanist/Black feminist perspectivesAiNth.
Therefore, | sought signs of movement, exchange, and transformation in the rhetorical ecology,
which Gries (203) calledi di scour se in motiono (p.- 333);
movements, particularly at the intersections of gender, race, and (vice) presidential rhetorics. My
research questions were:

1) What nastywoman rhetorics circulated during tfadl 2020election season?

2) What strategies, events, and related rhetorics influetheedrculation of nasty

woman within the rhetorical ecology?

| sought answers initially by tracing major events and themes during the study period but also by
seeking the countermoves that push against +vastyan rhetorics, disrupt their flow, or chart
new discourses altogether. Using a variety of tools, | desitpeestudy to move from macro to
micro, from a birdseye view to orthe-ground perspectives for closer inspection. | collected an
initially large data set, for example, but in a sequence of steps | narrowed my focus first to key
rhetorical moments (i.e., @aningful highactivity themes and events during the time period),
then to a few weeks that were most active during the full study. In this chapter, | outline those
steps, identify key rhetorical moments, preview initial results, and relate the protiess to
womanistANT framework described in the first chapter.

| began my study by observing and annotating news acésitywas happeninguring

the finalmonths of the U.S. presidential election cycle: August 1, 2020 throughdrgih,
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2021.ANT is useful in seeking suchpeerspective becauset cal |l s for Af ol | owir
which in this case include events like the joint Bid¢auris interviews; newsnedia that report

or comment on events and individuals; scomgdia feeds (primarily #nastywoman); and human

agents such as Harris and Trump. A womanist framework, however, questions what surfaces,

where, how, and widy especially in terms of gender and¢eaWith this blended

method/methodology in mind, | began observing approximatelgeks leading up to Biden

announcing Harris as his pick for vice president. My goal was to identify sites, activities, themes,

and actants relating specifically to nastgman rhetorics and Kamala Harris. This goal reflects
ANT6s dAfoll owingdo practice, but it also captu
(McHendry etal 2014p . 294) . For examplusll, 2020, anaduricdde d Bi d
selection of Harris as hisinning mate on television and tracked responses that occurred that

day. This journalistic, reglme practice was paramount, given the possibility that tweets might

be deleted, newmedia often revise or correct initial reports, and my study hingedpioroay

rhetorics in action, as they moved (or did not).

Therefore, |l i ke a journalist covering a fb
crossreference, sort, and verify. This approach situates the researcher in the field, not just as an
obsevwer but (in this case) as a consumer of news while ymeedia, political pundits/strategists,
and many others actively covered what was happening or being talked about. In other words, |
scanned and gathered a bricolage of broadly defined texts, lookisigfs that nastwoman
rhetorics were circulating in the ecology during a specific time period. In a way, | also played the
role of news junkie. This approach, in other words, emblrtieeresearch as remix, that is, as the
process of 0 sgangdreatively rasderabling onitsiohcultural information in

order to create 20Bmalt The rasgabchef/rivhaimtidt Undertakes this
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process to make sense of what is being studied, then to share this finding (this remixed
knowledge) with others. For this chapter, | describe the observing and collecting steps |
undertook; comment on key moments in the activity flow (i.e., the initial data sets); and discuss
early analysis that led to the closer inspection that | perform in thehapter.

As | planned this work, | anticipated one of the common difficulties in circulation
studies: Rhetorical ecologies, which Collin G. Brooke (2009) destalbe fivast, hybri d
of intertwined el ementso ( pexsy&dnswithimwheh by def i
agency and activities are distributed and disbursed; therefore, they can be difficult to track. For
example, in a study first presented at the 2018 Carolina Rhetoric Conference, researcher Tharaa
Bayazid reported that she had idéntied 12 key activists advocatin
right to drive; foroneof those activists, Bayaz{@018)tracked almost 40,000 tweets and
retweets in @-week period in 2017. Not restricted to the vastness of Twihttevever my study
crossednedia and modes as | tracked events involving Harris and/orwastyan rhetorics
from August2020 through Feliary2021. | anticipated, therefore, that my initial data sets would
likely be large and, as such, difficult to analyze. For comparison, M&hettkhart (2013)
limited her primary texts to two viggresidential acceptance speeches from 1984 and 2008,
respectively: Geraldine Ferrarobd6s and Sarah P
Democratic partyos vitasknalved tnaeking therresdonseso nvent i o
redistribution, and remixes of multiple texts at key moments of discourse, from media headlines
to tweets to YouTube clips, during a montbsg election season. Tracking was the first stage of
the project; the secomhase involved narrowing my focus to the key activities identified in the
first stage; the final stage was analyzing those key activities. Therefore, in practical terms, |

knew from the start that | would need to narrow my focus after the full study peevitzd.
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Despite the potentially large initial data set, | decided not to constrain the study during
the fieldwork stage; that is, although | had
assemblages were or would be, and what events or activéieslikely to spark rhetorical
activity, | wanted to avoid prejudging or pdetermining those assemblages and activities. An
ANT-like, initial wide-lens perspective mitigates this concern (Gries, 2013; Markham, 2013).
Likewise, as Gries also expl@&d  Bighdata set is necessary so researchers can identify
patterns and trends in an imagebs shifting fo
and cons e Wldm B3D)aFbriexxappe, Anderson (2011) assembled a bricolage of
texts as casstudies for her study of pornification in the 2008 U.S. presidential campaign; she
noted that this assembled collection was a way to access and assess the field of discourse, what
she might describe as the context of the rhetorical situation.

Furthermoe, | view rhetorical situations as fluid, with elements less discrete; thus, |
accepted a high | evel of ecological Amessines
tweets and headlines, televised debates areteplef-, center, and rightlearing newsmedia.
Fleckensteiret al.(2008) citels o c i o | o g i satlvocatetd ANTJohniLAWERE04, when
they commerdd

if researchers wish to understand a world (or an activity in the world) that is complex and

messy, Ot hen weéacheursghees tathinkttmprahtiaeyte relatey and to

know in new wayso6o ([Law, p.].(p23P1]) i n ways
In addition to large data sets, in other woltd¥educe from Fleckenstein et aksearchers need
to think in ecologzal, relational terms without pi@ategorizing the subject under study. The first

step is observation and description.
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There were several positive results achieved by taking this ecological approach during the
study period:
1) 1 gained a sense of tmangeof rhetorical activity happening during the study period,
particularly with regard to nastyoman rhetorics;
2) | observed a decline in nastyoman rhetorics over time, as well as a surprising
absencet some sites; and
3) I identified themes and points of inased activity during the study period.
For example, points of heightened activity centered around these ev2020Q Biden
announcing Harris as his choi@&ugust11), Harris giving her first postnnouncement
interview (August12), the twocandidates giving their first joint interviewAygust21), Harris
and Pence debating each other (October 2020), and-Bideis performing their respective
inauguration speeche3anuary 202 0 2 1) . Il nitially, I used Trumpé
gauge activity around them, primarily fAnastyo
outline specific methods that led to the identification of these moments in the timeline.
Stage 1: Collecting Data
Headlines
Early in the study period, | became irgsted in headlinésthe titles of content
produced, published, and distributed by media companies/platformerpreted these headlines
as sites (locations) of rhetorical activity, signs of activity, and activity driVéreefore]

manually checkeche websites of individual newsedia® at least once per week. The primary

15 As noted in Chapter lather than usethepo bl emat i ¢ ter ms fimedi afbewsmedia mai nstr
to refer to print newspapers and magazines, broadcast and/or cable companies, andlgmlagorms.Also, | do
not italicize individual newsnedia, which are typically just one pubfacing aspect of large, complex companies.
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sites visited were chosen for their national or international prominend¢&ipolitical discourse
during the study period, and in alphabetical order:

1) ABC News (broadcastnewst ed fAMi ddl e or Bal anced Bi as
but high in analpnsAd/ &p n interactivhdatiin Bigss t 0
Chart(n.d)

2) Breitbart (online news, rated fiSkews righ
extremi smo by Ad Fontes.

3) CNN(televi si on broadcast channel and online
reliable for newsodo by Ad Fontes.

4) Fox News Network (television broadcast <ch

right, o ASome reliability issues and/ or e
5) The Hill(online ne ws, rated fiMiddl e or Bal anced E
6) NBC(t el evision broadcast <channel and onl ir

Bias, 0 and fiMost reliable for news. 0

7) The GuardiarfU.K.-based online newspaper, witha U.S.sitat ed A Skews Lef

AMost reliable for news. o0
8) The New York Time(U.S:-based online and print newspa
AMost reliable for news. 0
9) The Washington Post(U8.ased online and print newspaj
ARel i able fgh nawanabysi B/ opinion content

10)USA Today(U.S:bhbased online and print newspaper,

Bias, 0 and AMost reliabl e for news. 0O
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Less commonly, | also visited other nemgdia whose reports showed up in periodic Google
searches (see belpwsuch as The Christian Science Monitor, Buzzfeed News, MSNBC, The
Indian Expresga publishing company based in India), and The St. Louis Amefiizesed in
Missouri, it is the largest AfricaAmerican newspaper in théS). | copied headlines and links
into a Word doementin which | manually cataloged individual articles | might wish to return to
later. For each article, | included citation information (author, if any; publication or other source;
date; URL); | also added a brief annotation that summdtize article, noted its relevance to my
study, and/or excerpted a brief passage. For example, shortly after the election, The Christian
Science Monitor reported via the Associated P
Asian, female vice presdint 6 ( Ronayne, 2020) ; | added a com
from content cited in the article: fAoned of th
After the study period ended, | migrated these headlines, citation informattbopmments to
an Excel spreadsheet for coding, sorting, and annotating.
Google Searches

To extend my observations beyond manual scouting of headlines and articles, | used
Google during the study period. As Annette Markham (2013) exguaihis powerful,
ubiquitoussearce ngi ne fAsel ectively presents us with r
hidden) set of algorithmso (p. 7). Google dis
the parameters of a search; however, its blamted algorithmsamix the content, ostensibly
returning the most popular and/or the most seanghineoptimized(SEO)findings.
Subsequently, popularity and figamingo of SEOs
unbiased source (Hillis et.aR013; Noble, 2018; Segev, 2010). Nonetheless, it is useful for

gaining an overview of popular topics circulating in public discourse at any given time.
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Google searches are also never the same from one search to the next, even when identical
searchterms are sed. Markhanf2013)saidt hat Googl e searches are, i
assemblageso (p. 7), that is, an ephemer al co
inherent conditions and qualities make Google both valuable and problematic farlgcho
research. Two Google searches done on two dif
woman, 0o for example, would return similar but
be different. Researchers looking for consistent, repeatise|ute results would be
disappointed; but researchers looking for contextualized results would be rewarded with a useful
snapshot of internet activity taking place at the time of the search, dnahgeover time.

With these aspects in minduring thefull study period) ran periodic, manual, Google
searches for finasty woman AND Kamala Harris, o
AKamal a Harri s: nasty woman. o | also ran | ess
study period|] astahras: ikamster. o0 | also set G
results automatically on the schedule set by the user (e.g., daily or weekly). With both manual
and automated searches, | had the following goals in mind:

1) To capture popular, recent, antth@rwise prominent content related to nastyman

rhetorics and Kamala Harris.
2) To capture similar content that | may have missed during manual searches or scans of

specific newamedia sites and/or headlines.

3) To gain an overall sense of trends, themes trames.

For example, a Google search | per {siofmasyd on S
womano returned 1.6 million results, but | wa
such headlines as The WashotongsbnpnbdPoesobdbt Aids um
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Kamal a Harriso and, from The I ndian Express,
has said about [Harris].o Knowing that search

screenshots of firgtage listhgs An August 12, 2020, screenshot, for example, displayed the top

Google search results for Akamala harri s: nas
hurls his 6nastyd insult at a new target in K
Live Events

During the study period,also watched live, broadcasted events related to Kamala Hatrris,
including, but not limited to:
1) Individual interviews broadcast by various networks
2) Joint interviews with Joe Biden, broadcast by various networks
3) The Democratiparty national convention, badcast by various networks Augj17-
20, 2020, with a focus on Harris and Bi de
4) The Ocbber7, 2020, Harrid?ence viceresidential debate, broadcast by nenedia
5) The BidenHarris inauguration, televised live by multipietworks on Jamary 21,
2021
During each of these live or broadcasted events, | took notes that closely resemble those | had
taken as a reportdfor example, during the Bidénarris interview with Muir(2020) | jotted
about AQs [fromut hBi dené&s vageved |r almd[says ng, A h
itds] appropriate to ask anyone over 070 about
Knowing that later | could access a transcript of the broadcasted interview, in my notes | focused
on ry initial reactions to multimodal aspects that are often excluded from such texts, such as

Harrisos facial expressions when responding t
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For interviews, debates, and inauguration speeches, | supplemented this work by
gatheringtranscripts. Newsnedia typically make them available within 48 hours of the
broadcast, and thtextsare reasonably accurate. For example, USA Taddyished the vide
presidential debate on tter8, 2020, one day after the event took place. My primarpose
in gathering transcripts was not to analyze t
performance but to ensure accuracy if | needed to later quote them or match spoken words to
nonverbal gestures, postures, and/or vocalics.
Tweets
Sociatmedia patforms like Twitter provide users and observers with a window into
discursive, dynamic systems via hashtags. Ephemeral in nature, tweets show multiple
conversations in action; by tracking them, I
[observinglmany t hi ngs going on 2G8,p.31h Bwittebaahomacet i me 0 ( |
medium, interface, and netwdrlkoffers thisperspectiven real time as events happen.
Furthermore, Edwards and Lang (2018) suggiisth at hasht ags ar e Avi br an
affective topoi: othemove places to be tapped into, appropriated, and spread further, gaining
resonance or not by virtue of a complex entan
123).That is, flashtags categorize and gather ideas, peapdegzents; they function as nodes in
a wider discursive network; but they also gain rhetorical consequences and affects over time.
Hashtags also are/become assemblages by which participants group topics, interact with
each other, and make/exchange meartiyvards and Lan(018) for instancespokeof the
#YesAllWomen hashtag that started after Elliot Rodgers killed six people in 2014 in a misogyny
fueled rampage in Isla Vista, California. The #YesAllWomen thread,atgyed became an

Afactiviassbdmbbhageg made up Edwhrds@déangy, 200.¢16)l v act o
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The hashtag created/became a rich site for discourse, in other &oydso, are the
#nastywoman hashtag and threads like #monster or #BidenVP. Discourse in the latter hashtag,
for example, showed comments made before and shortly after th&ugict 2020
announcement of Harris as his running mbak&ad several goals in this tracking:

1) follow hashtags, people, and events | had identified early in, or during, the study as

sites of but also drivers of, circulation in the nastyman ecology;
2) identify moments of heightened activity related to news, commentary, or events
related to Harris; and

3) track discourse that was largely outside the influence of inesia.

Each goal entailed a set of assumptions and procedrmeSoal 1, for instancd, had
identified the #nastywoman hashtag as a site of activity and an assemblage, as defined by
Edwards and Lan(R018) That is, long after introducing #nastywoman in 2016 in response to
Trump calling Hillary Clinton by that label, Twitter users werd sing the hashtag in 2020,
albeit not at the peak levels of 2016. In relation to my research questions, | hypothesized that this
feed would be reinvigorated after Trump called Harris nasty and that, if so, it would likely show
rhetorical circulation inelation to the nastwoman ecologies; that is, by tracking Twitter
activity, | fulfill edGoal 2 More patrticularly, | wanted to see if #nastywoman activity increased,
decreased, or remained static in r edumémerdn t o
and Harrisoés debate with Pence. I di sGaalss my
3, I took a cue from Hale and Grabe (2018), who tracked and coded Reddit topics related to
Trump and Clinton during the 2016 presidengigction Reddit, theyargued pr ovi des a A
opportunityo to observe groups fArelatively is

and unobstructed by campaign handlers or media professionals (e.g., journalists ana editors
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(Hale & Grabe, 2018). 49). Reddit, in other words, is an independent,geererated
platform. The Twitter platform, likewise, provided an opportunity to track movement less
influenced by newsnedia (though not entirely, since most if not all nenedia reporters and
pundits postweets).

| also considered that hashtagged feeds form their oftenlarge ecologies. To assist
with managing potentially large sets of tweets, therefore, | used the Twitter platform to monitor
live feeds and identify related hashtags and key agemdst gathered hashtagged feeds via
Twitonomy,awelb ased analytics tool that | had used
newso rhetorics. For this study, | found Twit
to download tweets and expanem to searchable, sortable spreadsheets. Another reason for
using Twitonomy w-gaherinditeol NCdpiureyasonot sullytfuwctiomdl on
Mac computers, which | udeFurthermorel did not intend to use these analytics for a detailed,
guantitative study of individual hashtags; | used them to gain an overview of the movement of
nastywoman rhetorics in public discourse during the study period.

On Twitter, | focused on Trump as an activity nexus in the system, Harris as both subject
and a@nt, and hashtags such as #nastywoman as activity sites. | used Twitonomy to assist with
this process. Twitonomy also highlights what Bagig2018)describdas fAnet wor k dens
c e nt r(@ata.i2}Untib Twitter disabled his feed, for example, Tmmeached millions of
followers, and millions more by tweet and retweet, exponentially. Agents like Harris are also
close to the nodes or centers of activity. Twitonomy providedtraalme anal yti ¢cs on e
reach and centrality, which helped me visualizmeflow and volume of activity within a hashtag
feed and in relation to an individual like Harris.Rigure3, for example, Twitonomy analytics

(Twitonomy, 2020showed a decline in #nastywoman tweets in early September 2020. While |
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exported feeds vidwitonomy biweekly during the study period, | used Twitter to follow
hashtags, people, and events more frequently, setting activity alerts that allowed me to note
changes in the flow of Hara®lated discourse on this soerakdia platform. In short, | dcked
Twitter feeds in order to gain a sense of the discursive ebb and flow in relation to individual
hashtags but particularly #nastywoman as they correlated to key people (e.g., Kamala Harris)
and/or events (e.g., a joint interview in which the candglatever e asked a-bout
woman comments).

Note (Twitonomy, 2020)

Stage?2: Initial Coding and Sorting

Figure 3

Declining Traffic for #nastywoman, Septberl-10, 2020
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First Phase Coding

As explained by Milegt al.(2014), firstphase coding can be as simple as a single word
or a phrase that describes a data set. The goal is to identify or classify the text(s) being coded
(Miles et al, 2014. For example, as | gathered headlines, screenshots, and Twitter dated | so
and categorizthese sets as a first step toward identifying rhetorical moments.

T Level 1: creating descriptive folder name

AKamal a monster o
91 Level 2: categorizing folders a step further to identify the source oofygata
(events, themes, activity sites/nodes)

As the study period unrolled, this sorting made clear that some themes, events, and activity
sites/nodes wergensethan others. In the next chapter, | unpack these findings.

In this set of processes, | applied multiple coding and/or sorting phase$ Hasst
coding can be as simple as a single word or a phrase that describes a data set. For example, as
Gries (2013) sorted Obama Hope iterations into data folders, she tagged them in several ways,
such as fAparody, 0 Acommodnefdii@aagtdoi am,do sfol d @attiho
tags, as a type of coding, classify the texts being collected (Miles 20 ). As | gathered
screenshots, Googkearch results, and tweets, for instance, | sorted them into folders that |
named descriptivelyinrelt i on t o events or themes, such as
Aacceptance, 0 and fAnasty. o
SecondPhaseCoding

In Second Phase coding, researchers revisit, reconsider, and otherwise refine the process.
This phase leads to medetailed categorizations, adjusnts in datayathering methods, the

identification of themes and patterns, and (for this study) a closer look at short time periods

82



within the sixmonth window initially studied. | considered coding styles sudh &so (which
uses the pamntriceibpamwihs wor ds), process (which
consequences), and values (which considers attitudes, values, and/or beliefs). Most of my initial
coding followedinvivop at t er ns , beginning with coding for
Amnster, 0 which were | abels used by agents |
reporters, tallshow hosts, and many others. In terms of coding processes, | made initial,
summarizing passes through what | was collecting (open coding), catsitierrelationships
between those initial codes (axial coding), then considered core variables (selective coding).
After reviewing initial folders and naming conventions, for instance, | subdivided them into new
categories: events (e.g., the Democrptict y convention), | abels (e.g
Breitbart). Once | had identified key rhetorical moments during the study period, | made a first
pass at another level of coding, based on Ridolfo and Dg2689):identifying texts as
positive, reutral, or negative. | also began to consider where/how these themes and events
intersected with race, gender, and (vice) presidential rhetorics.

All phases, but particularly the second phase, includielctivecoding, such as jottings
(similar to margimlia) and analytic memmanda( i n a r[sjtaltatvedocument s t he r
thinking processes .2046m 95]).tMbneos, biaekample, jgakiel e s et
particularly wuseful for coding Afirst thought
photos, audio, and performances like debates or speeches. Approximately twice per month
during the study period and inegttmonths following the study period, | wrateemos and what |
called AResea@arch Reflections

These jottings produced different yet productive resultsmdynos for example,

typically provided project updates, notes about challenges encountered, otiansatfarecent
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readings or events; reflections were less formal and included early hypothesestédmb8ef,
2020, | reported the foldanaking process referenced earlier in this section, commenting,
As expected, Twitter and media coverage are grediestg major news events, such as
Bi denéAsaigmisd sel ection of Harris,buthtealrd fir
speech during the Republicands national co
My reflections were typically less formal: | commented on eventsends | had observed,
hypothesized about the early results of the study, posed questions to pursue, suggested additional
readings, and so forth. On ©@ber 1,2020, | wrote,
[A]t least two phenomena are at work here: a) The[sig] never gets thkind of
attention the presidential candidate does.
candi date). [ And] b) Trumpbébs [actions] con
In this passage, | was consideringwhynems di a cover age ofatbestr ri soés
nominal in October 2020; and | suggested additional reading, which led me to revisit Béssdorf
(1991) essay on the comedic drama that vice presidents play a role in.
As Miles et al(2014)explaired a | | Al c]oding i sisasoanlcy si s o
of coding.Johnny Saldafia (20213 ceauthor for Miles et al. (2014), lateemarked A Codi ng i
not a precise science; i tOwlingphowewes isafirsyandan i nt e
often recursive step toward analysis. Mengoand reflective coding, in particular, support the
goal of moving beyond sorting and toward exploring the data as completely as possible. Coding
also adds transparency to the research process, which is critical for fdrasast methodologies
but also groductive way to discover what underlying, evolving tropes circulate within a
rhetorical ecology, how they circulate, in what direction, and with how much speed (i.e., their

rhetorical velocity, per Ridolfo and DeVogx)09)).
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Stage 3: Advanced Coding ath Sorting

Nexis Uni

While Google searches and manual headlzanning were usefduringthe study
period (Auagist2020Felruary2021), | needed a more robust tool once | had identified ebbs and
peaksin rhetoricalactivity. | turned to Nexis Uni, an acade& database that boasts access to
Al17, 000 news, busi ness,, nd).his databgsa, Which was mitadys 0 ( L
launched as an online source of legal documents and cases, allows users to narrow searches by
date ranges and individuallpd i cati ons; al so, searches can be
Ahi story. o Nexis Uni also allows users to dow
Deember5,202Lrawt*s ear ch f or fAKamala Harris AND nasty
generas earch for Anasty womano returnedUmore tha
allows downloading up to 100 full articles or 1,000 listed results (metadata only, such as
headline, publication date, and source). As with Google, users can seagchatanal language
or Boolean formats, but the ability to narrow results, shem as spreadsheets, and get a
visualization of results was helpful. For example, each search revealed a clear and downward
trend in finastyo in connection with Harris.

To overcome the download limits, reduce the data sets to more manageable sizes, and
identify the case studies | would analyze most closely, for each search | narrowed the date ranges
and introduced exclusion/inclusion parameters. | narrowed the dates bageskorations, first

phase coding, Google searches made during the study period, and initial (but broad) Nexis Uni

168 y fAraw, 0 | nfeamenwadopea to alttdétes and duplieates were not grouped (i.e., the number of
results inclued duplicate items, such as a copy of an article shared within amegia network).
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searches. For example, my first Nexis Uni search revealed that there had been littiecdéavs
coverage of Harris in the weeks leading uBimen announcing her as his running mate, but
there was a steep rise afterward. Nexis Uni allowed me to narrow the searcivézk 2eriod

(1 week prior to announcement ahaveek after). By exclusion/inclusion parameters, | mean

that Nexis Uni allows sers taexclude or includéndividual people, publications, geographic

| ocations, and so forth. When searching for i
more than 10,000 results from Nexis Uni. | scanned thedropyn | i st u ntdeser A p e oy
results, chose fiKamala Harri%, o and thus narr

ProQuest News and Newspapers

Il n a process similar to the Nexis Uni sear
newspapers to acquire credible, stable results that wouafdm (or not) my sense of the trends
and themes in nastyoman rhetorics during the study period. As with Google and Nexis Uni, |
began with general searches then drilled down into targeted searches. For example, a general
search f or n Khesualdctan PieQuest terg) retarsed more than 4,500 results
when expanded beyond news/newspaper subscriptions supported by my current institution. A
narrower search for AKamala Harris AND nasty,
1,200 results, with the greatest activity in August 2020. Narrowed further to the date range of
Augustl, 2020February 1, 2021, a new search returned half that number of results (in ProQuest
grammar, this search wisu(Kamala Harris) AND nasty) AND pd(20200820200201]). All

searches showed fAnasty woman oinvivetérrasr(thosecuses d e c |

7/ also selected the option to remove duplicates from
almost 100 results, from 1,012 to 916.
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by newsmedia, Trump, politicians, pundits, strategists, allies, critics, etc.) | ran similar searches
for Harris and fdAmadi womaln, ® MTommalnii stt, @ MBI ac
AAfr-Amemi can, 0 Al ndian, 06 and fAhistoric. o | di:
subsequent chapters.
NVivo

| mention here a powerful qualitative tool that | decidgdinsusingfor this study:
NVivo. This tool relies on processes very similar to those explained above for Nexis Uni and
ProdQuest, such as wusing search terms to Acaptur
robust tools for assembling a collection of data, coding it, and analyzihglso enables the
researcher to import Word and Excel files directly from Microsoft Office. Thigrftegration
tool allowed me to importomespreadsheets and documents | had created during the study
period, such as spreadsheets created via NBMidHowever, one of its most powerful functions,
NCapturewas, and remaingncompatible withApple Mac computers, which | udeNCapture
can perform a screenshot of a Google search page, for example, and add such data to a project.
As mentioned earliell took screenshots of Google searches throughout the study; in retrospect, |
wish | had used NVivo from the start, for cataloguing, filing, and early coding. | also exported
tweets via Twitonomy but discovered later that those spreadsheets are somewrhattible
with a workaroundforNCa pt ur eds i ncompatibility with Macs
up an aden that integrates Microsoft Office files with NVivo, | was able to upload a Nexis Uni
generated spreadsheet for a search. Unfortunatelyy\ivo interface or view of this file proved
hard to read; in my opinion, it was not as useful as the Excel spreadsheet itself. When | also
considered the constraint of having to do much of my NVivo work on campus, | decided not to

use this tool.
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Stage 4:Themes, Trendsand Time Periods

As this study progressed, | reminded myself of the research questions with which |
opened this chapter: These questions concernedrthaationof nastywoman rhetorics over
time, across multiple sites, and in relation to multiple themes. For exana@s,durious about
how far, where, and how | ong Tr urpevectordafgust 2
its rhetorical velocity) beyond the initial wutterance, fAnas:H
the most active periods centered around ev&nth as candidate interviews but tapering off after
a few days. | had assumed the presence of sastyan rhetorics, but | questioned how active
these rhetorics were in political discourse from Ast2020Felruary2021, where they were
most active (or ), and what implications | could draw from tracking them.

Rather than focus on individual events, speeches, headlines, or tweets as individual texts
to be analyzed, | attended to rhetorical moments that occurred during the stud$ @eriod
specificsequencef events, speeches, headlines, and tweets, or these activities in relation to one
another. An event or speech may be a nexus or generator of reports and responses, for example,
but is not a case study in the sense, say, that Log@tdr8)analyzed two distinct speeches (the
acceptance speeches of Ferraroand PMig). icase studieso are better
assemblages in which meaning is concentrated for a period of time, in a certain place (e.g., a
point in history or a digitadpace like Twitter), and in relation to particular culture(s) (the
intersection of gender and race WitSS. politics). As seenn the next chapter, for example, |
narrowed my focus to approximatelymonth of the time period: July 31, 202@igust28, 20D.
This time period was the most active during the féalonths of theJ.S. presidential election
season. Within that shorter period, | identified three distinct types of events and rhetorical

activity: preannouncement (July 2August11, 2020, announement (Augist11-18, 2020, and
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postannouncement (Augtl19-3 1 , 2020). These timeuglEri ods ce
2020, announcement that Harris was his pick for vice president. | saw various types of rhetorical

activity linked to this event, frompa nnouncement depictions of Bid
horserace termstocounterh et or i ¢cs t hat pushed against Trum

chapter explores such themes, trends, and time periods.
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CHAPTER IV
MOMENTS OFABSENCE, PRESENCE, AND OTLRAGE
In comparison with other gendered and/or raced groups, Black women tend to
go both unnoticed and unheard.
0 Julia S. JordaZachery 2018
Prelude

As noted in the first chapter of this project, from August 268Bruary 2021, nasty
woman rhetorics imelation to Kamala Devi Harris ebbed and flowed as they circulated in public
discourse, but ultimately these rhetorics declined over time and, in someneglissand social
media ecologies, were absent. For example, repetition of and response to TringHeatis
nasty in August 2020 was prevalent and circulating oddafting newsnedia sites but minimal
and sometimes absent on centrist sites like USA Taddyrightleaning sites like Breitbart. On
the other hand, in sociatedia feeds, supportforaHr r i s was often muted by
racialized labels; Harris wasadeabsent by the overwhelming presence of this outrage, which
circulated nastyvoman rhetorics in ways that riglganing and centrist newsedia sources did
not. Meanwhile, countr het ori cs somewhat diffused racist/
Amad womanodo but wultimately did not circul ate
made at the start of this chapter: Entangled with racial and gendered tropesyarasty
rhetorics persisted, moving from presence to absence, and/or from absence to presence during
the study periodAn approximatelyl-month period n t hi s st usdppadtsnydaimme f r a

Discussionl: Absence and Presence
First, consider thesaotions of absence and presence. Absence, whatever the visible

cause, is rhetorical in its epideictic function; that is, it may describe the limited presence of
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women of color in national politics, but it alseirescribes their absence as a cultural nand a

political constraint. When White suffragettes made Black women go to the back of the march,

they made them absent from the larger argument, both physically and rhetorically. Also, by
focusingorwomerd s r i ght to vote, Wikwbmenanddllivonemgott t es
color, because the unspoken but present conclusion was tvaniignthey meant (and their

audiences understoo#hite women Furthermore, absence differs from silence, and absence is

a kind of presence. In the next few pagesjpgack these notions but also complicate them.

A good place to begin is with Chaim Perelman and Lucie Olbrdghiésa (1969/2006).
Theyexplairedfipresenceas an fessential el ement i n ar gume
data selection or sifting ohtts and ideas that benefit the argument at hand. That is,

the preoccupation of the [rhetor] is to make present, by verbal magic alone, what is

actually absent but what [they consider] important to [their] argument, or, by making

them more present [througlelection or emphasis], to enhance the value of some of the

elements of which [the audience] has actually made cons¢erelman & Olbrechis

Tyteca, 1969/2006. 117)

In other words, rhetors explicitly name examples, people, places, events, woridsages! to
make the nepresent (i.e., absent) elemeni§sdsento their audience. The subtlety of that last

phrasg lifas act ual | y)rafeasdoghe audienssmmpletinghe presence in their

=1
o

own minds. Fur t her mo raet, esaigdBasetman asd QlbreehB/ecat | s
(1969/2006) that is, what is present, rhetorically, becormese thanwhat is absent.

Their example is a Chinese story about a sacrificial ox, in which the king takes pity on
the ox (which he sees before him) adnmands that a sheep (which he does not see before

him) be substituted. In the story, the sheep is absent (not seen) but still very much part of the
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argumentThatis t he sheepbs absence is itself a pres
is alsent (the sheep) is less important than what is present (the ox). Perelman and ©lbrechts
Tyteca(1969/2006) addethat what is present,ig this procesfj over est i mat edo ( p.
made more presenthusmore important. On the other hand, if | aolidwing their Zenlike
argument, if the king had remained silent while watching the ox, he would be making an act of
rhetorical admission, that is, conceding the
absence, too; it is an intentional absemo a simple or accidental absendéan G. Gross
(2005) tred to untangleghese notions dPerelman and Olbrechisy t e (69%632606)
describing presence as a Arhetorical effect,
their audiences omnbse aspects of their subject that are most likely to promote the case they
want t o mEolcreabe pregence, 6ri@005)explained, netors caralsofocus
attention through verbal magic or introduce a real object that is the thiegresentghe thing

Pulling these ideas forward, absence/presence relates to (non) ciréuldgoplay of
movement and no movement. Circulation is a kind of pres@aoos;irculation is an absence. Of
course, Chris Mays (201%pinted outhat even when there appears to be no movementin a
rhetorical ecology, there is. Rhetorical effects thathedélls t ub bor heeaBi | i ty
Abl ockage, 06 and i metatidib term& of dirculatiprs bbtieyacduglly s e e
function actively, to sustain the systetheydo (rhetorical) work; theynove in order to
stabilize the systergparas. 67). Circulation is seeminglgibsent buis actually present.
Catherine Chaput (20} usel a more complex argument but ardvat a similar point, using the
At ranshi ganssituationald x amalnge s 6 of -makiegtthatrcontrikutetome ani r
the persistent resonance of the U.S. Confederate flag (dnIsther words, meangs circulate

and evolve across situations and through his#dmather way to think of absence comes from
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Grant Cos and Kelly Norris Martin (2013). Thasgguedit hat what 1 s absent fr
statement provides more meaning, in some instanceswtieris stated and present in the
s i t u aCos SoMuarin, Z013p. 1699). The absent elements come to carry more weight in
many arguments, addmost importantly these elements carry forward to new arguments. They
circulate
To support this point, Cos amdiartin (2013)discusgd multiple instancesccurringin
2012 of an empty chaihung from a tree, symbolizing (Black) PidentBarack Obama as
simultaneously absefpresentand lynched. Absence in these displays, Cos and Martin
explalked becambat hg @waepo@RES P 1692).dgnwtmes wordsidiences
filled the absence in an enthymemic sequendegic (e.g., Obama is Black; bad people like

Blacks get hanged/lynched; Obama should be hanged). Furtheam@es and Martin (2013)

made clear,the empty hanging chair also references adtorr ect or Cl i nt Eastwoo
featuringan unoccupied chair at the 2008 Republica
was assumed, perhaps by the poweéeyfronoerbadEast wood

magic, such as references to Obama and gestural commurschtiany case, the subsequent
visual of an empty chair hanging from atreetmih East woodds unstated pr
was an Ainsubstanti al 0 aatha play onrhis phgsica apseece froma | 0
the chair), and key to the hangingynchingpremis@ the absent Obama is a Black man. The
chairwas aproxy for his presence. According to Cos and Mag#f13) the lack of a stated,
circulating argument or keglement becomes the argument.
However, thisbecomingcreates a sort of paradox. The rhetors who staged the displays
could (and did) claim that race had no part in why they hung an empty chair from a tree; they

said they were not actually hanging Obamaufging others to do so). Meanwhile, Kdfaning
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audiences could (and did) interpret the dangling ch@in® other wayhan racist. Douglas
Burger and Kathryn Maxwell, for example, both claimed they hung an empty chair from a tree in
their respectiveyagrs s o t hat no one would steal them; nc
insisted, though Burger 6s chai r2013,p.d88%9.d0ad a @A N
the other handlexas Monthlyvriter SoniaSmith (2012)cited Mark Potok of the Soudrn
Poverty Law Centewh o s ai d, ATo me, this [hanging empt
more manifestation of racialy a s ed hatred against our first bl
you can dismiss the racial message of lynching a symbol of the first Afkiceamican
presideno Di f ferent audiences responded wery diff.
media reporting on the events. In this chapter, these thoughts and exahophesny
examination okimilar paradoxes of absence and presence involving radiatjeadered labels
for Harris. In some of these paradoxes, outrageggolayole in absenting Harris from the
argument.
Discussion2: Remixing Rhetorical Moments

Putting absence and presence aside for a moment, howeaterjcal ecologies can be
vast andheir circulating texts difficulttotracdh i s pr o] e ,@vtaiabkle datselsiveeec t e d
thus very large, even fdr and2-week time frames explored within the gsnonth study period.
Therefore, | narroed my focus to a few early weeks in that tifn@me, sampling data subsets

that are neither exhaustive nor definitive but nonetheless provide a clear picture -aforasty

18The SPLC is nonprofit organization that specializes in civil rights and ptibterest laws, policies, and
litigation. SPLC also tracks hatgoups in the United States.
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rhetorics. The act of sampling is a remix (or what Perelman and OlbiBdletsa[1969/2006]
might call an intentional selectiaf data; thaintentionalselecion makes the data presgnt

In the next sections | explore this data in relation to rhetorical moments of
absence/presence and (non)circulation of rastynan rhetorics. In my samples, | foed®n
newsmediaheadlines, accompanied by Twitter activity. Through this samplingdIgb@sest
attention toAugust2020, which was the most actiweonthduring the study period. At the end
of this chapter, | zoom oudiscustng my findings but also séhg the stagedr the final chapter.
In particular, | examine data subsets that circulate unspoken yet present arguments. In the final
chapter, | discuss the implications and note opportunities for future exploration.

First, samples hefm surface rhetorical moments irheh race and gender .S. (vice)
presidential politics intersect and intat. By rhetorical moments, | mean points of heightened,
meaningful activity during the study period. By intersection and-etten | refer to layered,

dynamic rhetorical effcts for which the elements are often not discrete as they meet, combine,

overl ap, and depart [2005]iagsertiorathiat eteroents af anp etokcdlb a u e r

situation fibl eedo iIChRtac kg202] s atnlsea W, fdéfooed | Rd d hye |

aslé the changing dynamics of the rhetorical
effects and moments center around connected events, from Biden announcing Harris as his
choicein mid-August 202Go a sequence of individual and jointerviews that were broadcast
about a week later.

To better track circulation over time, | grouped events chronologically into pre
announcement, announcement, and-posiouncement periods. Paianouncement activities
included the media buzz leadingu@®o d e n 6 s a nire.owhat wewvamedia tand [Twitter

userscaddit he veepstakeso). Annouaeocidmeda act i vi

9%

pr
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coverage of Bidends publicized selection of H
Tr ump 6ywadimmaansd u t t-annoantament acti¥ites included coverage of such
events as individual and joint interviews with the candidate, the Hense debate, and the
election itself. Rather than examine all these events individually in this chagpaenplel the
week prior to announcement and fbkowing 2 weeks, which proved thépestwith rhetorical
moments and rhetorical circulation during #rgirestudy period.
Data from these active weeks highligtithree aspects of nastyoman rhetorics tha
were in play during thelection
1) talk of race was muted when not omitted;
2) Bl ack womends responses were allieanngt i gno
newsmedia; and
3) Harris andrelatedcounterrhetorics were made absent by such factors aageit
aimed at Trump, the subsumption of the vice president in relation to the presidential
candidate, and declining media coverage of Haglgted events.
For example, an Augt6, 2020aii We Hav e He (T IBMEXKS PRrO2M)
video ( TI MEO6 ) call&d oiNreparters, 2dit@<) and publishers to refrain from racist
and sexist language in reporting on election events and peoptesither counterhetoricwas
well reported In fact, it was largely absent in neswsedia coerage during the pre
announcement periodhis absenctreshadowdsimilar rhetorical activities observed later in

the study period. Perelman and Olbre€hyseca(1969/2006)might call this phenomenon a

BFounded in 2018 in response to the #MeToo tompvement, T
including domestic and sexual violence.
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negative €é aspect 0 otHisapseneigeoesmnothavetbloeugh | sug
Ai nt ent i on,adstheayudginethe scgemiman & Olbrecht$yteca,p. 118).
Omission whether accidental, incidental, or intentiooalthe part of newmedig becomes
absence.

Also, when considereas awhole within the ecologythemes, trends, and events
comprisé asingle case study viewed ove6anonth periodseparatelythey manifestd nasty
women rhetorics at particularly active points in time and in relation to HAgimentioned
earlier,RachelC. Jadd0Zpm@asnsr hetoricity is useful her e
lineso intersecting and fApluriversal rhetoric
multiple, layered, complex sites. Jackg@021)usel this perspectivetanal yze Okl ahoma
first state flag a red one that reflected a complex history of usage involving indigenous

rhetorics in Indian Territory, tenant farmers, Black freedmen, White progressives, and socialism.

But, as Jackson expormfiemder dthe & | ragpme sSemtcftiurmagd ]
white supremacy, |i ke a virus, lurks 2021, even
p . 81) . Relating the flagds transashreimage i ci ty

and a meméwhich both distributed and accumulated meaniaggach point, its meaning
changed, the deeper meaning there but almost forgottbeent at times, but always present.
Nastywoman rhetorics mowkin similar ways, often cloaked but almost always present.
Discussion3: (Trans) Rhetorics on the Move
For this study, the trarhetorical thread is the evolving simultaneity of Harris and
Anastyo across sites and oV e dHarrisimacentrélway,h even
even when shevas absent from the conversation. Nastyman rhetorics travetlwith her, at

least from one perspective. Therefore, like rhizomes connected by an underground root system,
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these rhetorics hedltrace discourse over time and distance at varying velocitbesdeh
event, thereforan this chaptet outline the terrain from which they emerged or did not emerge
(that is, not static contexts but ongoing discussions of the time) and the aftermath (that is, the
direction and content of circulating discussiorterahn event, if any). The first critarn for
each event was Harrisds involvement; the seco
circulation). For example, before and after each major event, | considered whether Harris was
mentioned and,ifstyow s he was descri bed.invivocadestw used Tr
gauge activity around each event, primarily i
Such labels intract with racist tropes that are often unspoken (absent, but nonetheless
very present to audiences on the left and right). By Haith | draw most directly on Laurie Gries
(2013), who explains thentanglemendf seemingly discrete elements in evolving rhetorical
situations. For Grie@013) this transformation explains nevendingiterations of the Obama
Hope poster. For me, this entangbetominghelpedexplain the fluidity and dynamism of
nastywoman rhetorics during the study period. The entanglement begins in enthymematic
fashion: Black women are not simply depicted as nastylso as savage, brutélthers they
are especially nasty; they aronstrous fiNasty o and fAmonsgsintshort,td i n r e
hinggdlon audi encesod i m@BCRPofidaviankenandwrlorestdogitgthad f t h e
AlexanderFloyd (2007)outlined
To explore this undercurrent, | traced signs and repetitions of-nashan rhetorics over
time and at a variety of sites, primarily online at nemexdia platforms and on the soemédia
platform Twitter. This ANT-like process surfaced movement, exchaage/or transformation
over time. In other words, thisacingsurfaced rhetorical circulatiomvhichilluminated not just

absence/presence but a similar concept that Michael Calvin McGee (1988pcall A éi nvi si bl
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A

textd which i s nmnceowesrt anuiltye ifni nfirsoneed obfutuso ( p.
singulardistillationsbut evolving discourses finished by audiences (or not finished). Nasty
woman rhetorics often move under the surface, finished by Tramplified by newamedia
and moderatd by counter het or s | i ke t he A WeNastavoregan Her Bac k¢
rhetorics are continually remixedls mentioned earlier,ths T | M BésSagela®
distributed but not well reported during the qarenouncement period, which | discuss in the next
section. Insubsequergections, | explore such texts in the context of three key time periods: pre
announcement, announcement, and-poasiouncement.
Analysis1: Thefi V e e p s {(PeetArensuacement)

Overview

Earlier in this project, | outlined a short histaf nastywoman rhetorics, particularly in
relation to female (vice) presidential candidates in the U.S., but in this se&igiore the days
bet ween Kamala Harrisés July 31 speech to the
Aug. 10, 2020 (the dggriort o Bi dends announcement that she v
Those days are characterized by speculation that-neds and sociame di a al i ke cal |
v e e p s tl fadusedprimarily on newsmedia headlines and Twitter activity that followed the
conference but preceded the announcementathigity includedkey aspects of the
Aveepst akes 0 s paadcHarrisarore specificaliin other wardslasamplel
activities that contextualize but also foreshadow several trendsathi@iued tccirculate during
the full study period.

First,areview of the months leading up to this perprdvides usefutontext.
Speculation began as early as March 2020, for example, when Biden won major primaries that

all but sealed his nomination as the DemocHadity candidate for president. After winning big
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in the South Carolina primaries in late February, Biden dectiugdg a March 2020, CNN
Univision Democratipar t y debate that his Aadministration
[ he woul d] €é pick a ofSulivann202)o ©Be dveincdes parnensoiudnecne
sparked, in part, by the changing dynamickcdfe pr i mary season and reco
key role(s) in the Democratpmarty.

At the time of the March debate, however, five of the record six women running for the
Democratic presidential ticket had already droppedandshortly after the debat&®ep. Tulsi
Gabbard dropped out as weRdkich 2020). Harrisnotably, had suspended her campaign much
earlier, dropping oun early December 201%\ilson & Easley 2019), which was, incidentally,
6mont hs after the fir s (Kely 200% BylJune ;p02G;reews ed her
medi a were proclaiming that Joe Biden had dcl
candidate well ahead of the partyds n,andi onal
women in the party were ineasingly calling on him to keep his prom{g&alid, 2020) By the
end of July 2020, speculation had intensified and included demands that Biden pick a woman of
color (Graham, 2020 On July 312020,theoftd escri bed At op contender o
speech to the Black Girls Lead 2020 conference.
Artifact 1(a): Presentand Absent Headlines

One data set epitomid¢he veepstakgser i od: a Nexi s Uni search
runni ng ma20208ugstl@ 2020Y°3 ill refer to this as NU Search 1 or NU 1.

The last day of July 2020as a good starting point for this search becauséhat day, Harris

ZOAIargerdataset,basedonanopieat ed Nexis Uni search for fABidends pic
than nearly 5,000 news articles, opinion pieces, and blogs. | ran similar search termstfmiythpersod but settled
on NU 1 because of how well it represented data | saw in the larger searches.
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spoke at the Black @8 Lead conference. Imerspeech, Harr& considered a frontrunner for
running maté addressed publicized criticismfromhighan ki ng Democr ats t hat
ambitiouso to be a-tgoodmbht deecrtpei paboof Awo e
ambitiouso was frequently attached to Black f
fell ow Aveepo c anwhokdad turrunsu@dsstutlydor govemor afi@sorgia
In words that were posted via Twitter but not welported in newsnedia, Harris said, "There
will be a resistance to your ambition, there will be people who say taymw are out of your
laned @Wright, 2020;Moreno, 202). | interpreted her speech as cousrtestorics and
guestioned its circulation during the gaerouncement veepstakes period, hence the inclusion of
July 31, 2020, in the search parameters.

NU Search 1 yielded 1,132 results from newadia and newblogs? from around the
worl d, but none of them referenced Harrisobés J
focus was, instead, on Biden. The Associated Press led the results when sorted chronplogically
such as these July 31, 2020, headlinesii Jdoeen 6Bsi s ear ch for a running
stretchb Second on the I120Xxconbleagagdar JHA&Klkaenal ahwHtar r
|l osing favorite status in the (Thmslet exasnpBiede
epitomizel much of the Bidertentered reporting, which clearly linked to his March 2020

promise to pick a woman as a running mate (891 of the articles reféi@ides). Much of the

Harrisc ent ered reporting (n=309), on the other hg;
Af avduwribtee his No 2 in the White Houseo (AlIl en
2INexi s Uni i ncl udes Needisdatabase.Mbwstexgssadyndicatiori sergice tha gusates

and aggregates blogs and news posts thet baen vetted. For example, small nemedia platforms like Axios

publish short reports that often surface via the Newstex service, butsodo indidyigegds | i ke A Doktor Zo
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processinhorseace terms (e.g., #dAfinal stretch, o

absence of Harriselated coveragésee Figurel).

Figure 4

NewsMedia Distribution in NU 1

0.14
0.12
0.10

0.08

0.06
0.04
) -
0.00

Newstaex Associated Press  The New York Times  Fox News Network  Braltbart, The Hill,
USA Today

% Of Total Articles

Note In this representation of Nexis Uni Search 1 data, the conglomerate category for multiple
sources (Newstex) excemtHarrisrelated coverage hyajornewsmediasuch as CNN and Fox
News NetworkHowever major newsmedia coerage was dominated by lééaning platforms
(CNN, Associated Press, and The New York Times). Riggntiing Fox News Network

produced a significantly smaller subset of Harekated coverage, while Breitbart, The Hill, and

the centrisUSA Today produag none Adaptedfrom Nexis Unisearclyields
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For example, withilNU 1, no reporting that matched the search parameters (i.e.,
including Harrisandiir unni ng mateo in the headl-righte or t ex
newsmedia Breitbart, righteanng The Hill, orthe centrist USA Todayowned by Gannett, one
of the largest media companies in thg). Meanwhile, righleaning Fox News Netwofk
produced a mere 27 of the 1,132 stories. In fact, Fox reported less #ani tt@ topfour
newsmedia ligings surfaced in NU 1, about half the reporting done byldefting The New
York Times(n=51), about onguarter the reporting produced by leéntrist source, CNN
(n=113)2% and slightly more than The Associated Press (AP), a centrist ysec€igue 4).

While it exceeds the scope of this study to determine the cabse of hlisenbr zero
results, | offer a few initial thoughts. Firsts all newamedia do,The Hill, Breitbart, and USA
Today all respond to money and audience. That is, Herman and Ch(agky2006)
established that media corporations are driven by profit, controlled by wealthy
owners/shareholders, and supported by banks, other major carpsraind thevealthyelites
who run all of them. In the case of The Hill, Fox, and especially Breitbart, their owners and their
target audiences are conservative White mi.surprisingly watchdog organization Ad Fontes
Media thus rates Breitbart as sificantly biased and unreliable; The Hill as reliable but right
leaning; and Fox as somewhat reliable but also-tedrting.During the 2020 election season,
these newsne d i atiedt®n and perspectiveenenotfocusedon Biden (a Democrat) or the

womenhe might pick as a running mate. Their attention was on Trump, the Republican party,

22 Ratings are drawn from Ad Fontbse d i () mteractive Media Bia€hart

2ZWhile Nexis Uni |l i sted ACNN.com, 0 ACNN wire, 0 and ACN
them into one. | al so combined AThe Associated Pressbo
Press State & Local Wire. o
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and Trumpds many p gomplicacthistengenciveomen arefariessicitech e r
or reported on byll newsmedia, by aatio of almost 3 to XStenbom 2020. However, White
masculinzed partisanship and mat®minated reporting does not fully explain absent/limited
coveragei(e., limited or noncirculation) of nastywoman rhetorics on USA Today the AP.
Perhaps both of these centrist platforms were cawdio about r epeawomang Tr u mp ¢
rhetorics; but by avoiding the nastiness, they amplified the already persistent absence of
reporting about women in politics.
Discussionl(a)
A Male-Tilted Field

To turn this thread bac Rristetatedttverdge, whatver To d a
the underlying intentions and editorial choices informing that move, daigaificant influence
in the2020news ecology much more so than Breitbart. Therefore, in terms of the paucity of
veepstakecoverage by USA Todayhe size and power of this Ganpettned publication and
its sister publications, which all share content, méaat what the company ditbtreport
matteedas much as whatdid report. | also add that editorial attempts to be or appear to be
unbiased and nonpartisan often result in diminished coverage bymesva such as USA
Todayand AP (rather than show bias, many nemedlia choose not to report). That said, a
Google search for AUSA Today: usKla2e2dfeluarar r i s 0
2021,showedthat thisGannettownednewsmedia outletlid cover Harris during the study
period, albeit without I inking her with such
coverage extensive. A scan of top articles suggests that Mds$ & T o Haaigrélated
coverage occurred after the election and after inauguration, and that few if any headlines

included finastyo in reference t waspositveratler | n o
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than negative or fheapaudityof cdver@ge coafinnts malebias ih thev e |

newsmedia (LaFrance, 201;6Van der Pas & Aaldering, 2020

Figure 5

Male-Oriented Distribution of "People” in NU 1

Note NU 1 datandicated a strong bias toward malentered coverage during the pstakes,
rather than on the women considered to be top contenders for vice president on the Democratic

party ticket.Sourcedrom Nexi Unisearclyields

In any case, that circulatorthe epideictic process begins with initial reporting, such as

coverage of Bidenbés possi bl e uwsti@® 2020etkeeNUEr om Ju
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results were somewhat evenly divided among those-nasdia thatvereindeedreporting the
possibilities: More than a third of total reports mention Harris (3bpvied by Karen Bass

(242) and Susan Rice (214). Direct mention of Biden, on the other hand, was 799, a number
supportingBostdoff §19€91)argument that vice presidents become less and less visible in U.S.
presidential elections; vice presidents becauoigsumed into the (White, masculine) presidency.
Even former presidents and deceased foreign leaders will do, in terms of subsumption: Barack
Obama was mentioned almost as often as Bass or Harris, and Fidel Castro popped into the mix
ostensiblybecause Bss had once visited Culsee Figure).

As noted earlier in this section, NU 1 also capturesrmewsd i a0s tendency to
political topics in competitive, horsace terms, which Van der Pas and Aaldering (2020)
describe as Afocusing more strongl yllstayrin t he qu
the race and what her chances ar anaydisowi nni ng
multiple studies led them to conclude, among other findings, that-heredgerms and
metaphors are not unique to female candid&eweverwomen ae assessed differently in the
proces8 usually negatively, and almost always in ways that favor male candiVateslér Pas
& Aaldering, 2020p. 134).Similarly, Anderson (201B) mentioredthat competitive, sporting
met aphors often rneangshaturnihatoarely ivever benedits fenbake t
candidates (p. 530). As Anderson (19B8%argled for female candidates, battle metaphors
help drive a tendency to portray them not as strong, potentially capable commanders in those
battles (andtherbes t o come) but with wor dorworseife t he o0
they seem competent at all (pp. 63112).

Similar metaphoric turns show up in Twitter activity concurrent with NU 1, sueh as

retweetedesponse by political commentator ChafésBlow (2020) who postean July 31
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AAm | the only one sick and tired of the Bide
oneo Blow (2020)wascommening on the intense speculation relategtessure on Biden to

pick aBlackwoman as his running mate. That speculation sparked coverage of the top
Acontenderso in competitive ter ms, i n effect
2020).In a sameday retweef{see Figure), Trump Thought£2020)copied the common

| abeling for this adver s.alnanaiampmeaftthistype,of cal | i ng
portrayal, as well as how fast and how far speculation traveled in a sharechediasecology, a

report by Reuters wire service nantdarrisagsheit op cont ender 0Olplantof Jun
et al, 202Q. France24,whichseif e s cr i bes as fAan i nternational
Oliphant et ab Reutergeportverbatim.Other lorserace coverage also portethe process as

compditive yet behindthe-scenesseen insuch headlines ahe New York Time8 8 As Bi den

narrows |ist, the |l obbying [ by (Mdrthetal,202§.nd con

Figure 6

Charles M. Blow Responds to the Veepstakes

Biden's vp

Latest People Photos Videos

Trump Thoughts @TrumpD 3m
| said much the same thing a couple of days ago. The "horserace"

" reporting about Biden's VP has lost its legs.

& Charles M. Blow & @ v 7h
Am | the only one sick and tired of the Biden VP guessing game?
They're all amazing. Pick one.

Note (Trump Thoughts, 2020)



(Back to) the Ambition Question

Another trend aded a racialized element to horsgce coverage even when race is not

explicily mentioned, suchastheppen nouncement focus on Harris a

ProQuest fANews & Newspaperso search @sdy ABi de

2020-August 10, 2020) yielded 43 results, most of them connected to reports that eléop B

advisor and top Democratic donor had referred to Harris as too ambitious. Kenetié2G28ipt

an associate professor of political scinence a

an opinion piecé¢hat such discussions were not beipgleed to White female contenders for
vice president, such as Sen. Elizabeth Warren or Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. The differences, as |
interpret Grant, were ra@dgended compounded, intersecteahdintra-acting. Granargued
that, contrairtyi ¢ ws @ haandfother lwomarifdoaolori s
would just be following a long tradition of White men who have preceded them in
American politics. For example, in the lead to the 1956 election, John F. Kennedy
campaigned harder and more explicitly ti&acey Abrams has this year to be named the
vice presidential candidate on the Democratic Party ticket alongside Adlai Stevenson.
(2020, para. 5)
Former vice presiderdsall White me® had campaigned to become running matebwere
open about their desire be president one day (usually sooner rather than later); in fact, they
were expected to be ambitious. But, as G(a@20)alsomadeclear, Abrams had publicly
campaigned for the job, and Harris had been described as a rising star in the party and a top
contender for the pasBoth women were criticized for openly displaying ambition, and they

were criticized in ways that White female
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present argument is that, like Chisolm before them, Black waineualdstay in their placé
supporting roles on the sidelines of the action and power.
Artifact 1(b):iWe Have Her Back?o

This tocambitious, veepstakdgpe of coverage likely played a role in sparking a
counterrhetoric that was not well reported or circulated by reveslia during pre
announcement: an open | etter or gamhliME&AS byp a n
Now, 202(), whichl auncheBdvé@WHer Back, 06 a campaign to s
candidates. A Nexis Uni search for the campaign (NU 2), using the date range applied for NU 1
(July 31 202GAugust10, 2020), retureda mere seven results, only two of which reference the
memaandumstyle letter?* One listing, in fact, referenda similar, but later, letter signed by
100 prominent Black megSolender, 2020a) T h e m eatdivedndrescoverage and thus
more circulation during the p@nnouncement period.

On the other hand, the tvigtings that do not invisibilize women of color include a CNN
podcast and a Newstex blog initially published by Axios, a small, eolignews outlet> On
August 9, 2020, for example, CNREliable Sourcepodcasters Brian Stelter, Hilary Rosen, and
Jef rey Toobin discussed202®bhien Ttl eMENGSS oUSP fiNnoiws tl aekt et
ister eot yp e snediawben cepoltiyg omfemale candidates like Hillary Clinton and
Sarah Palin in 2008 but made more problematic in 2020 by racial stereotyped &pfite

Black women that Biden was vetting for vice president. Stelter €G#20) alsanentioned such

22Abroader sIMBE®BUPHorif Wer Hialv e Her -818/20keticited 91/reSults, Bubmost of the
articleswereoft opi ¢, such as AProtesters to |Israel PM: Your Ti

25 Axios is an online news outlet founded by forrRetitico reporters in 2017Ad Fontes Media rates Axios as
fairly balanced in terms of bias and fairly reliablsimilar in fact, toUSA Today For comparison, Ad Fontes rates
NPR News Now as very balanceadareliable more so than theentrist AP, Reuterd)SA Today or Axios.
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examples as a Facebook post that displayed Su

rice, accompanied by theéwSBubserdBUmel §g Bamads

Ti me! 0 ( Li n SBkckey, 2020). $he aacdnaayticle returned in NU 1 was written by

Mi ke All en of Axios (2020), who reported, n Me

Biden's f emal e r u npossiblyghe first heersetlia deporting abaut thev a s

l etter, Allen briefly summarized the |l etter,

campaig#r®, and provided a link as well as an embedded copy. | should note here that

categorizing timgol etatser aannegafi waren affect that

women, which is a key feature of the AMammyo
The memestyle letter itself was published and distributed on#si§, 2020 it was

addressed to i Ne wssinThief, BweaawDirectdrs, &ditsrs, Préddcers, o r

Reporters, (dmndMEAI®Sc #ldhesn@ti2Zad 100 esigners catddon them,

At he most power f ul people in media, [to] stop

inequality and the opportugityou had to promote equality and simple justice with your

reporti ng Tolf MB hR02GpdNot snlike Emma Gonzalez, a senioFat or i da 6 s

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High Schadhocalledii B. S. 0 -ntedia, goeemmsent leaders,

and the NRAafter 17 fellow students were kiled t he A We Have Hdaut Backo s

newsmedi abs fAhuge part in perpetuating sexist a

looks, or attitudeofwmen candi dates across p4dNiMESER , espe:

202(). The letteand videol TI ME 6 S UiBentifie2l @e@Dnledia as a source of and

contributor to sexist and racist coverage of women candidates. Howevenneeligswere slow

%A1l en describes AWe Have Her Backo as fia watchdog on
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to report the letteor video,or circulateeither one by reporting on themthough another
nonprofit organizationThe Action Networkpublished a supportive and assertive letter online
(2020 and tweeted abotite caltouton August10, 2020 (#WinWithBlackomert’). Action
Net wo(20ROfospen | etter voiced support for AWe Hav
audience beyond newsedia and addressed the stereotyping problem directly:

Regardless of your political affiliation, whether it's the media, membereaofite

presidential vetting committee, a former Governor, a top political donor, or a small town

mayor: We are not your Aunt Jemimas. The use of the racist myth of a happy, Black

servant portrayed as a happy domestic worker loyal to her White employeiest on

us. While some of the relentless attacks on Black women and our leadership abilities

have been more suggestive than others, make no ndstedere qualified and

ambitious without remorsé¢para. 4)
This Action Network(2020)letter circulatedea an onl i ne petition, but r
UP letter(2020a) and video (2020bjrculated in mainstream newnsedia untilafter Biden
announced Harris as his choice. In the next section, | address this subsequent activity as well as
new rhetoricamoments.

Analysis2: i Hi st or i ¢ o(Anmouncémert ¥/éelf O

Overview

In this section, | discuss headlines and tweets that accompanied or quickly followed twin
rhetorical moments that occurredon Aggl 1, 2020: Bidends announcemi

be his running mate and Donald Trumpds fAnasty

21 The @WinWithBlackWomen handle seife s cr i be's ta hodlectimelot irteogeneratianstersectional
Bl ack women | eaders throughout the nation making a dif
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the most active in terms of nastyoman rhetorics during the entire study period. To manage the

potential for vey large and unwieldy data sets, | sampled Twitter activity for one dayugtug

11, 2020), and | ran both ProQuest and Nexis Uni searches that started with broad parameters

(e. g., i Ka ma | a-endkd date iranges) butnmovedt tovmesmall yet meaningful
data sets ( Har r-wesek apdlomssontliiidata ariggsp i n one
Table 2
A List of Nexis Uni Searches
Search Name Search Terms Yield (in
articles)
Nexis UniSearch1 (NU1) i Bi den AND runn 1,132
31-August10, 2020
Nexis Uni Search2 (NU2) n Kamal a Hastly2029, 78,603
Febbuaryl , 2021, (Al
restricted to Harris)
Nexis UniSearch3(NU3) A Kamal a Harri s 2,247
1, 2019February 1, 2021
Nexis Uni Searchn4 (NU4) nKamal a Harri s 1,763
Augustl, 2020Febkruary 1, 2021
Nexis UniSearch5(N8) A Kamal a Harri s 1,114
August11-18, 2020
Nexis Uni Search6 (NU6) A Kamal a Harri s 315
August19-27, 2020
Note Adapted fromNexis Unisearch data
For exampl e, a very broad Nexis Uni search
study period returned thousands of headlines
download limits for fulcontentandlisonl y resul ts. A naHareswer sear
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AND nastyo (NU 3FethavadyMdy 2022019 rom Trumpd
comment to the end of the study period) elicited 2,247 results. Limiting this search to the

pr oj entohtldssudyeriod, | received 1,763 results (NU 4)tixke sets exceeded

download limits for full analysis (the limit for full texts is 100 articles and for headlirig

listings 1,000); the results would have been unwieldy for manual coding. However, a Nexis Uni
feature call ed A Tinemtary graprefar eaghi seapch, giwing @useful r u d i
visualization. In all three awtgenerated graphs, the number of articles declined over time within

the search parameters. That is, these searches support my claim thetomaatyrhetorics

declined during ta study period.

Figure 7

"Nasty" Harris Activity in PQ1, Augst2020

Activity chart: August 130, 2020
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With similar search criterid@roQuesprovided a more detailed but limited view of these
changes in circulation. For example, a search for Kamala Harris in the full study peried yield
close to 4,000 results. Narrowt he s ear c h b VyyieldedIDBantiges fiomast y, 0
newspapers, wire feedsagazines, blogs, podcasts, and websites. Zooming in on August alone
and using ProQuestos timel i ne dst32020r(see Il surf
Figure?).

However, ProQuest 6s i Ne awonion publisatopsanyer s o da
current institution subscribes to; the top of that list is The New York Times, which Ad Fontes
Media (n.d.yated as leftleaning but reliable; therefore, results are somewhat skewed and non
definitive. However, a Nexi s UerAugstdlalB,ch f or i
2020, yielekd 1,114 articles (NU 5), while an identical search for the following week (sug
19-27, 2020) yieledonly 315 (NU 6). Adeclineinnewmme di a6s cov-womange of na
rhetoricswas as clear in the more inclusive Nekisi searchegsee Table) as itwas via
ProQuest.
Artifact 2(a): One Minute on Twitter

This study surfaces no definitive explanation for these spikes, other than their connection
to key event s, ussll, 020, ansourBemerd. Ha@veverAitusgideshat,
behind the scenesatmanynewge di a, t he fAWe Hav(eT IHBES6 BakK, 0 c a
2020a; TI1 ME ontay have slowl thfluénbell newsedia coverage. In headlines at
|l east, pairing Harrisods name wo,thelightningespeecdbr d A n
of the 24hour news cycle meaithat coverage on any topat any timeis shortlivedd an
economic consideration thifierman andChomsky(1969/2006) outlinedBut Twitter sample

(T1), which capturé 1 minuteof t weet s found by searwtii,ng f or
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2020, suggestlother intraacting agents influencing the coverage thidtoccur These agents
circulated or blocked circulation of nastyoman rhetorics. That day, Trump spoke at a daily
White House press briefing; Trump referred to H
2020;Solender202M). Twitter activity in the #nastywoman feed, which had remained active
since Trump called Hillary ClintcedimgsBydeino
selection of Harris, spi keldninwesanipie of 100 twveetss of T
epitomizeal thousands of sociahedia posts glimpsedthat day.

First, after downloading the set from Twitonomy into an Excel spreadsheetsteatlju
columns for readability and consistency. Next, | added coding columns. On a first pass, | focused
on each tweetdés relationship to Harris (posit
inconclusive, however. Most of the tweets eluded classificatioalation to Harris, though she
was mentioned in each one. However, | noticed an emotional or affective aspect to the tweets:
few of the tweets focused on Harris; rather, tweets expressed disbelief, ire, frustration, and
outrage about TtionsnThedetore w madelassecana dodirg pass, rating the
tweets in relation to him.

This second pass illustrated that tiirds of the tweet§74 of 100)were negative
toward Trump. Many of these are retweets rather than original posts. One origtredmpes
from @LadySusoeff (Sassena@®2) , who posted, AWhy did he mak
remark about Kamala being nasty like Pocahontas?? No president should say thing [sic] like
that! ! 11 (2020)inchided s liaktaacTitter feed thigatured similar posts, all of
which expressed levels of outrage toward Trump. Notably, Sass@t@)referedt o Tr ump 6 s
Anastyo | abel as Aracisto and t adappliedtoU.P.ar wi t

Sen. Elizabeth Warren after shaiohed Native American ancestry. However, Twitonomy data
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indicatelt hat Sassenacho6és tweet did not circul ate;
circulated post was a negative retweet of a rewdia headline
Conversely, only six tweets could be rapasitive toward Harris. That is, only six
supported her beyond simply mentioning her name. For example, @BeansRasxTeazy
Beaner Tweets ) tweeted(2020)

| stand behind th@nastyo woman as VP pick. If being as strong, intelligent, courageous,

fierce, and independent makes Kamala Harr.i
her . I n fact we need more O6nastyd women | i
#NastyWomenUnite.

Most of the positive tweets, however, were problematic; they wemostive but focused on
Trump at Ha,rsuch as ihis mueretyweetedsugust11, 2020 post by Andrew Rose
Gregory fiThere iIs nothing that could get me mor e
reminding me that she wasxtraordinari[ly nastyy 6coded such tweets as Trumpgative.

Harris-neutral tweets, on the other hand, were primarily those that repeatedneeia
headlines without adding commentary, such as @Stillost (Pol@@) r et weet i ng, A W
two hours of Kamala Harris becoming the first woman of color on a partyfickeasmp calls
her o6énasty. 60 Anot her neutrawdblendr i{2d20b)ariciempl y po
ATrump repeatedly calls Harri s ©&navotsytd oafn d héeh
Harrisnegati ve tweets, on the other hand, were r¢
to the owned judge Kavanaugh. Pleaseeeamb er t hat . 0 -heutrakahddHartis, t he H

negative tweets substantially outnumbered the positive/supportive ones, andrétateg

28The majority of reports identified Harris as Black or African American; few referenced her Indian heritage.
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outrage, anger, and disgust outweighed all Héogsised tweets. Furthermore, omlyo of the
100 tweetsnentiored race explicitly (i.e., pertaining to her identity as African American or
Black or Indian). Nonetheless, the affective quality defithe announcement period or, to say
this another way, outrage at Trump was a key factor in much-maa& coverage aselN as
socialmedi a activity the day of Bidends announcer
factors reduced the circulation of Harpssitive reports and comments.
Artifact 2(b): A Na s t yAdsofibHiitst or i c O

This finding is mirrored on newmedia sits, as seen in a Nexis Uni search (NU 5) for
August1l1-1 8, 2020, articles | inki ng5ykldaddo0rssulta.nd Tr u
As in the first Nexis Uni search (NU 1), no reports by such centrist-nedéa as USA Today
or rightleaning newsnmedia like Breitbart surfaced in the listings in NU 1, the majority of
coverage by individual newsedia came from CNMnd The New York Times, both of which
Ad FontesMediarates as reliable but lefiéaning.MSNBC3 left-leaning, mostly reliable, but
more analytical (i.e., opinionatdalit factbasegd tallied 17 articles, while righieaning, mostly
reliable Fox News Network published 16. Mor e
captured via the Newex feed, which included articles by susdurces as the Huffington Post
The | atter includedus@ar,| & ORRer, r ereipa rRuU s siolrad su myu
Kamal a Harris: O0Shedés Very, Very, Nasty. 060 Su
nonetheless registtnegatively in reldon to Harris; and such headlines ceatkiyn Trump,
not Harris, thus invisibilizing her. Siveas madeabsent by reports like these, which foetien
Trumpoésvomasnty hhet ori cs r a trheterics, qudlifcationgasitions, s 6 s c o

and so forth.



However, there are at least two caveats to mention with regard to this search. One,
Newdex sources includereliable, factb a s ed r e p o r (2020)ds wedl as offtnios and 6 s
satirical postsincluding several bhloggerii D ¢ o r  Z2020nwhopubliskedi O MG
Kamal a Harris I s An Ant i f &2020.dwmother tavesttbd@ae Fr om
tellingonewas t hat the | istings grouped brgdtokhexi s Un
transcripts of live broadctsvia television or podcasting; that is, they referdmsavsoriented
but highly analytical, often opinieladen, programs that typically featdra host or hosts
speaking with a panel of experts, many of whom are former political operatives; suchrgrogra
are built around discussions of news rather than straightforward reporting.

These caveats aside, the lack of coverage by suchmediss as USA Today @reitbart
supportamy conclusion that lefteaning newsnedia werghe onesnost likely to report orthe
Anastyo Heatislefslearing @aawsnediacirculatednastywoman rhetorics while
centrist and righteaning newsanedia were not. Herman and Chomgk969/2009)would likely
connectsuch coveragwith audiencesvith economicgappeasing th audience results in a better
bottomtline). Taking this thought a step furthésuggesteft-leaning newsnediawere driven
by Trumpdriven outrage almost as much as the seauiadlia discourse was.

However, as noted earlier, | also RRroQuessearches A br oad search for
Har ri s o 2gsgusslu20i0keebriaryl, 2021) returned 4,576 results; a search for
iKamal a Har r i%yiéldedmparabiepuw slightlymeduced results (3,739 articles).

Basings ubsequent s erasrocnhoe sp aorna ntehtee ri,pel narrowed th

29 sy(Kamala Harris) AND pd(20208@®.0210201) in ProQuestods formul a
30per(KamaIaHarris)pd(20208010210201) in ProQuestos formul a
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i n a & forythie same date range, returning 193 regBIi&1) Of the 3,739 resultb%

concerned Har ri s.Using dearchasavghtthe same date tamge bucpairing

Harris with otheiin vivolabels in circulation at the timé,r om fimad womaln o t o @ hj
compileda set of results from ProQuest and Néxrs (seeTable4). For both databases, the

leastcirculae d | abel was fimadciwroanalnat eadh dwd s el hmossttor i «

Anastyo | abels rank f i ft h inbathcdasex SPuifecantly higherd f o u

t han fAimad womano or i monst e rtlreelofuhesedmreneso w Al i be
showed activity peaks in August: Al i beral, 0 n
Table 3

ProQuest& Nexis Uni ResultsFrom "Mad Woman™ to ‘Historic"

Label Number of Number ofNexis
ProQuesarticles  Uni articles

mad woman 69 135

monster 57 1,601

communist 71 2,922

nasty 193 5,256

socialist 129 5.302

liberal 492 8,900

historic 749 36,601

Note Adaptedfrom ProQuest and Nexis Uni seartdta

31 per(Kamala Harris) AND nasty) AND pd(20200802210201)
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To contextualize these results, | point out that onustigy3, 2020, Trump referred to
Harris as a Amad woman, 06 by which he meant ho
qguestioningthetAt t or ney Gener al Bi |l | Barr at the | att
labelwas a Trumpi sm f or t h etrofeawhternt goednbtaenkion vracenita n / ma
relied on both right and leftleaning audiences interpreting it that way, not unlike the
empty/ hanging chair rhetorics. Labels Iike #fAc
hand, are longtanding dscriptions used by Republicans for their Democrgadity rivals;
theses labelsire not genderor racespecific; but uttered by Trump, they take on that rhetorical
affect.

However, to restate a key premise of this project, rastyan rhetorics entail the
persistent, deeply embedded practice of containing, silencing, and demonizing women in public
spheresy labeling or stereotyping therwith that definition in mind, | grouped the negative
labels (mad woman, communist, socialist, liberal, monster, nastydnelarger set. In that
grouping 57percent of theotalPr o Quest results for AKamal a Har
percent of the Nexisl n i results are negative. |l n wesot h sea
prominent. However, inthe Nexisni s ear ches, 0hies byardargermdargmhet or i
all negative labels, whereas tihveds not the case with the ProQuest searches. The ProQuest
database draws primarily on suchiefdning sources as The New York Timé&kerefore, a
cautious caclusion is that lefteaning sources were likely to report on (and thus circulate)-nasty
woman rhetorics in relation to Kamala Harris. InNéis i 6 s mor e extensive an
sourcing, on the other hand, the positive | ab

margin. Nastywoman rhetorics were not predominant.
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Artifact 2(c):AiWe [ Still] Have Her Backbo
While examining this data,duestioned whether countdretorics disrupted negative
trends and influenced the decline in nastyman rhetorics during announcement weepdak
againof t he T(RORDEA0RODBIWe Have Her Backo campaign t
notice before Bidepicked Harris but resurfacedterward Renewed interest inithcounter

campaign may have been sparked by a spike in racially charged rhetoric related to Harris within

hours of announcement: a Virginia pamaar twee
hi VP Gpfiit R08Q Hall, 2020; Simpson, 2020, Tr ump 6és sonustEx i ¢ | i k
2020, tweet that referred to Harris as a fwho

increase in #HeelsUp activity on Twitter that referenced a oelsttip Harris had with a former
LosAngelesmayor who was married at the timas(noted earlier in this projeé¢tiHeelsUp is a
negative portrayakelying on tropes of Black women as sexually voracious Jezebels). On the
other hand, several newsedia pickedipT| ME6 S URWBoWaS e éEhmpaigBacko
(2020a; 2020b) N t he week f ol | owi n glewdmediareciscolegdedthee | ect i o
counterrhetorics to nastyvoman discourse and-oentered coverage on Harris.

For example, a Nexis Unisearahf A Harri s AND We edb@ve Her Be
articles for the full study period and 27 for the announcement weelugAlity18, 2020),
compared to onlywo for the preannouncement week. One of those results neddéo Black
mal e c el eustd(, 2Q0,deted (SodendgAugust 102020). As mentioned earlier in
this chapter,newme di a cover age opehlettebutnunibeéres coveragesohtlies
Bl ac k waitenand dideauring the preannouncement period. Nonetheless, an uptick in

repot ng on the fAWe Have HawihlBiacceksed atteatiorpoa Hagris c or r
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specifically and newsnedia coverage generally; and 2) declining, nagiynan rhetorics during
announcement week.

In the next samples, | questioned whether increasedeaess and increased circulation
of counternastywoman rhetoricehangedluring postannouncement coverage as it circulated
in public discourse. While the dad& not return a definitive answer to this question, two Nexis
Uni searches for (Kamala Har#g\D nasty)yieldedvery different results for announcement
week and posannouncement week: a steep decline (from 1,114 results to 315). Also, a set of
Twitter data highlightd darkening moods concerning the election and other events happening in
the Uniked States that week. In the next section, | discuss these searches after briefly outlining
the events and discourse that irsided with nastyvoman rhetorics.

Analysis3: St i | | (RdstAsnbupaemen)

Overview

Severalconcurrent or overlappingvent® and the public discourse accompanying
themd bled into nastywoman rhetorics during the pestnouncement week (Augt18-27,
2020). Trump, for example, declared the first day of the mostly virtual Democratic Party
Natonal@b nvention as fda Haolel y Biagmdn, 3920pechindinghlis i nf o
audiencehat he viewed the Democratic partyedisist and phony. Meanwhile, the nonprofit,
nonpartisan organizatiohrmed Conflict Location & Event Datrojectreported i Btween 24
May and 22 Augusfwe]r ecor d[ ed] more than 10,600 demonst
(2020))Most of the overwhel mingly nonviolent prot
Monitor, 0O were connected t o ntanithe menths aftdr @eorBd a c k
FIl oydds May anélgraftetbedn@reasingly deadty COVHR9 pandemic. Several

of the protests, however, had morphed into multilayered discourses, especially in Portland,
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Oregon, where rightwing groups like theoBd Boys clashed with Antifa and Black Live Matter
groups, looters bashed storefronts, and law enforcement struggled to kétgasgt @l, 2020)
Back in the el ecti on bubanhoencemeneiseniemsivere, Har r i
broadcast, the Demaratic Party National Convention continued, and nagtynan rhetorics had
declined but taken on darker tones, especially on Twitter. In this section, | explore this dynamic
rhetorical ecologybeginning with a Twitter sample.
Artifact 3(a): Twitter Sample 2

My secondTwitter samplgT2) was collectedn August28, 2020In T2, | usal the same
search terms as T1: finasty kamala, 0 which yie
declining circulation is thafl search captured a mere minuk@;coveredmost ofanentire day
in order to yield the same number of tweets (n=100at is, circulation was declining on social
media.As with T1, | ran multiple coding passes for T2, first in relation to Harris, next for the
same parameters regarding Trump, andlliy for in vivoterms relevant to this project (e.qg.,
ABl ack, 06 Asexi st , 0 or Talledacdivisubliaed iiguresBandd, esul t s,
indicatal a shift in both tone anguantity.

Where T1 showed overwhelming negativity towardmp, the T2 results were flipped,

with the majority of negative tweets targeting Harris ins{saé Figure). Of these 49 negative

t weets, only two mentioned race (fABl amdko or i
not mean theyere not pesenta point | discuss further in the next chapiéree tweets had

direct or indirect sexual overtones (e.g., Ha
its corollaries (e.g., Acocky, meafmnagl laemyd matst

cruella de ville kamalao [sic], fApatronizing,

of the negative tweets quest i otmomgbingpeotestsi s and
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Several negative tweets also contained racial andvdertones. For example, the list
included the aforementioned i al-Mamwnyhnaabaut t we et
Harris fAitaking the reins. o Tweets with compou
fall ey cat 0 o0 nemcgestovechmemerin whicmakMhite, sailing, cartblue
haired woman sl apped a man and sai d, Al toés Mr
tweet as anything but sexetdracist.But, like the claims made by those who hung empty
chairsfrom trees in their yardan absented presence is revedBayerallrump-positive tweets
insisted his fAnastyodo comments were not racist
Harris.For example, Chocoma@ 2020 t weet ed, ASi madreewithecause vy
specific person doesn't mean you hate their e

[ Harris] is nasty. o0 There were two of these d

Figure 8

The Weighted Affect of Harris Twee@tsT1, August11, 2020

negative

Note Adapted from Twitter dataompiledby Twitonomy
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Table 4

A Breakdown ofodedFindings in T2

NaméAffect Positive Neutral Negative
Harris 20 21 59
Trump 10 15 75

Note In T2, regative Harris tweets were more than double the comipositive and neutral
ones, while negative Trump tweets were more than triple the positive and negativedaptsd

from Twitter data compiled by Twitonomy

On the other hand, alma&5% of the tweetsn T2 were neutral toward Harrignd
almost 25% werg@ositive. Many of the neutral tweets expressed no opinion pfhear were
negative because Harris was absent. That is, many of these weeeténstead, focused on
Trump in a negative, outraged way, as in(3de Figure). For example, Social*Fly
(@scfl yny) posted that a Trump speech had fAent
€ How | ong before he calls Kamala Harris nast
horserace kind of approach. In the other direction, many of the peditreets reclaimed
Anasty, crbas(2020)p osss i n g, AKamal a can bri-mgty t he sh
€ 1 o6m here for it! €é& Keep it up -BhnanceméntP. 0 Th
interviews) a sole performance and a joint intewievith Biden. In both interviews, the host
asked about Trumpbs finastyo Harris comment s;
African American rhetorics, she cast fnshadeo

the question).
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Figure 9

The Weighted Affect drumpTweets in T2August 28, 2020

Note Adapted from Twitter data compiled by Twitonomy

| draw two key conclusions from T2. First, in less than two weeks, soedia
discourse had flipped from Trurfpcused to Harrisocused postings. In fact, the pre
announcemeniveek outrage toward TrumpadeHarrisinvisible, rhetorically By flipped, |
mean that strong feelings during announcement week recentered the discourse away from Trump
and toward Harr& but negatively. For exnple, many Harrisegative tweets exhibited
racialized, sexualized undertonedtén expicitly). Second, this shift supports my observation
that counterrhetorics were not affecting the discourse substantially, at least on social media. For
example,eveposi ti ve tweets that recl ai Aoewedfsucast y o
as TheBoonf2020 commenti ng that Harris would stand
Hillary Clinton did, because fnasfonafragtomen r ul

of the sample; Harrigsegative tweets dominated social media during-posbuncement week.
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Artifact 3: Declining but Persistent Nastiness

| turn next to a sequence of Nexis Uni searches that contextualize but complicate these
findings. | ran seven searches for (Kamala Harris AND nasty), which together showed a definite
and steep decline in nastyoman rhetorics during the study pericgéTable5). The firstrange
shows the total yield for the entire study period, followed by monthly raagekyieldsThese
results show a clear activity spike in August 2020, followed by declining yields up to and shortly
foll owing Harrisés Jan. 21, 2021, inauguratio
States. Slight increases in Octoberand Momb er corr el ate to Harrisos

(October8, 2020), the election itself (Nember2, 2020, and inauguration (Jaary21, 2021).

Table 5

Declining Circulation of NastyWomanRhetorics

Date range Yield

Aug. 1, 2026Feb. 1, 2021 2,384
Aug. 1-Sept. 1, 2020 1,495
Sept. 1Oct. 1, 2020 139
Oct. :Nov. 1, 2020 284
Nov. 1-Dec. 1, 2020 167
Dec. 1, 202@)an. 1, 2021 67
Jan. 1Feb. 1, 2021 130

Note Adapted from Nexis Uni and ProQuestids



As mentioned earlier, for a mogeanular analysis | also ran searches for announcement
week (NU 5: Augist11-18, 2020) and postnnouncement week (NU 6: Aust18-27, 2020).
Announcement week yielded 1,114 results for (Kamala Harris AND nasty), while post
announcement week yielded abouethird that number (31&rticleg. In newsmedia coverage,
| concludel, the steepest declineinnastyo man r het orics happened witt
selection as Bidends running mate.-mddieisTli t e th
andT2, thoseheadline result represemida clear shift in the circulation of nastyoman
rhetorics.| concludel that rewsmedia coverage changiduring postannouncement week
Furthermore, the stories r atdramaticatyofant r el ev
announcement to peannouncement week. The top announcemegk article in NU &ame
via NewdexBlogs (2020),ap u bl i shed by I nternational Busine
Kamal a Harris as Joe Bidends VRR2®RIN®NKUG, O6She Wa
however, the top postnnouncement story is another Néxssourced one by Rashaan Ayesh
(2020) A KamalrasHsays Trump calls her dédnastyd to
Americansd B ot h datTamp facss, bht the perspective sftThat is, the post
announcement article cengeithe discourse on Harriggheds ay s, r at her than ATr
Harris). Not onlywas Harris more present, pestnouncement, siveas more agential.
To see if this change cardi¢hrough the results, | looked more closely at thethap
Nexis Uni qualifiedasmostr el evant 0 in each dat-weekédts. t dpst
30 storiesvere Trump centered and Harmse u t r a | ( h érabtké).Maaavehilefieed i n
the Harrispositive articled about onehird of the top 36 were focused offrump (headlines
ABO0O). Finally, announc e mearetTrumpeeatikc bat meckingi ncl ude

(Headl i.nes ACO)
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Table 6

SampleHeadlinesYieldedin NU 6

Affective description Headline

Neutral Headline (A) ADonald calls Kamal a H
repeatedly calls Kamal

Neutral Headline (A) ANew York Post Editori
Trump for fANasty Words

-1}

Neutral Headline (A) Trump Unl oads on €& Ha

Positive HeadlinéB) AAmy Kl obuchar Fires B
Harris Onastyodo

Positive Headline (B) A Film director] Ava D
nsult e Back on Hi mo

Trump-centric HeadlingC) ARoYouobr e 0Sltéuwc. k [icnomedi a
Colbert gaid 0

Trump-centric Headline (C) A[ Satirist] Randy Rain
Honor of OKamala. 60

Note Compiled fromNexis Uni results

Top postannouncement stories, on the other havale less delineated and more
variable, making it more difficult to draw conclusions. Eight of the36{f centeedon Harris
as agenti al (e. g., i Kamal a wetaatherwisairdatlys mi sses T
supportive of Harris (e. g. edorT3ump &hdveréSnegateredo n e L |

about Harris (AKamala Chamel eon: VP wdepef ul h

32 pt least five of the toB0 results are repeats of, or portions of, a transcript from a BBC News broadcast. Although
NexisUni has &oring feature that removes duplicate articles, this repetition remained in tharpasincement
data set.



Harrissupportive e.g., but nonetheless Trume n t r i -might(Hdsts &eflect on Attacks on

Kamal a Harrisbés Bl ackness, 0wde$aresaeutral®at mpai gn B
learedposi tive (AKamala Harris Delivers an Opti mi
Hi st oryo) . Thithatthe postinreolncerhent istyriegrare imaonclusiveNotably,

two of the top30 postannouncement articlegere positive commentariegiiscussingHar r i s 0 s

race.One of those was written iy Ros€2020) whowrote A Wat ching €é Harri s

Joe Biden,ashsomi nee for vice president, I got that
running for vice president who | ooks | ike me,
(para. 7).

Despite the variability in the peahnouncement set, clear shiftsre evideh One, by
postannouncement week, Harrgs morepresenin the headlines and articles, even when that
presencavas negati ve. Two, Tr wasipcteasinglyaimieishednbuttstiile di s
driving a significant portion of the coverage, suslaéd | at est sexi st attack?o
MSNBC6s fAMor-hostygy Mbka Bobpzezinski a-daditzy air
announcement coverage, mocking of Trumg &lanost disappeared fromainstreantdiscourse.

However, one findingvas consistent: cearist newsmedia likeUSA Todayand rightleaning

media like Breitbart continued to remain either absent in their coverage or not captured by Nexis
Uni searches for fnast Koweverbeoaoseblexi®@ni 6 s asdapothe
algorithms, likeGo o g | e 6 s -poxed rthes alisénaea&nnot be totally explained.

Nonetheless, a modest change in neveslia sources did occur from announcement to
postannouncement week: Coverage increasingly came from international and ethnic/minority
sources, notst U.S-based media like CNNr The New York Times. NU 6 (announcement

week) yielded 52 of 1,114 articles from international news media suldheaGuardian
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(London) and CE Noticiag@ Spanish financiatews publication); this number repressht
almost 5%of the total. NU 7 (posannouncement) yielded 24 international news sodrces
almost 8% of the total. The postnnouncemergearchalsoyieldedan even more statistically
significant increase in reporting by ethnic/minority publications: from zero in NU 5
(announcement period) to 14 for NU 6 (pashouncement)hat is, reporting by publications
NexisUni describé as ethnic/minority, such as the News Ind@lienes had a visible role in post
announcement news coverage, such amanymoudiugust21,2020ar t i cl e titl ed
Harris and the Rise of Indig@rigin PoliticiansintheWesi Such articles may
because U.Shased coverage had declined, meaning that other sources had space to become
more visible; or, more likely, the change canmanira combination of decreased Ubased
coverage and an increase in fid15. and normainstream coverage.
Epilogue: Transformation

| have presented data in this chapter that supports my claim thatvasgn rhetorics
circulated during the study perid@hetorical circulationhowever is not simply movement but
transformation. Nastywvoman rhetorics did move during the study period, but nastyan
rhetorics also changed. First, activity declined over time. Per results yielded in a sequence of
Nexis Uni ®arches (se€able3), the highest activity occurred in August 2020. The following
month, nastywoman rhetoricsiroppedl0% of that activity. A slight increase occurred in
October2020, which 1 link to the Harri®ence debate month; but this increase amounted to less
than 206 of the August activity. By inauguration month (January 2021), nastyan rhetorics
had dropped to less than%®f the August figures.

Several other point&main clear. One, the most significér@insformation®ccurred in

the postannouncement period (Augt19-27, 2020). For example, Twitter activity declined over

131

=]



the full 6-monthperiod as well as during the weeks discussed in this chapter, but thady activi
flipped from Trumpnegative during announcement week to Hamagative in the post
announcement period. The affectthe circulation reversed. Two, newsedia coverage of
nastywoman rhetorics also declined but exhibited a shift paralleled on Twitiemp remained
highly visible but less so, over time, while Harris became more present in thenposincement
period than in the preceding periods. She was also increasingly described in agential terms.
Finally, centrist publications like USA Today aright-leaning outlets like Breitbart continued a
pattern of absenaegardingi nast y o Har r i s didcoieriHares, thaScdverdge d a y
was modest and seemed | imited to announcement
countered reports abouther USA Todayés coverage, to use the
chapter, was neutral. Breitbart maintairadchost totaradio-silence on Harris, reminiscent of the
emptyc hair rhetoric aimed at A Nlwokedsearchalgotttimse v er |,
call for caution in drawing definitive conclusions with regard to this absent coverage. More
robust search and analytic tools would help clarify this (non) circulation, but that work exceeds
this project.
More importantly, the samples explored in thisptiea help us understand the ebb and
flow across different parts of our media landscape, but where they fall short is helping us
understand how countehetoricschange that circulation. Nastyvoman rhetorics may have
declined during the study period, libey persisted. That is, nasgoman rhetorics shifted in
tone and quantity but remained present in pub
Her BackDl ME® $ ed Por exalnple? IBarrimegative tweets outnumbered the
positive ones. Be had been invisibilized by the Trurgrused preannouncement and

announcement activities; she was hypervisibilized in-posbuncement on social media.
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However, a troubling but not surprising conclusion has to do witleafting newsnedia like
The New York Times. These media seemed more likely to repeat and amplify (i.e., to circulate)
nastywoman rhetorics. Given the propaganda effect described by Herman and Clp&&Ky
such newsnedia did more to sustain nastyyman rhetorics than centrist newdia like USA
Today. The latter publication, however, enacted a version of J&rdac h €208 ® mi s si on
projecto by the paucity of their coverage ove
However, the absence problem is multifold. Talk of race was muted when not omitted,
buttwasnonet hel ess present, as seen in such twee
claimed race was not a factor (essentially confirming that it washhermoreB| ac k womend s
responses were all but ignored in mainstream rreedia (whether leftjght, or centrist), and
outrage aimed at Trump seemed to crowd the rhetorical space. Perelman and Ollytechts
(1969/2006Mi ght say Trumpds presence was foverest:.i
rhetorics were upstaging coverage of Harris: thesimsed focus on the presidetect (Biden),
the correlating subsumption of Harrisoés role
COVID-19 pandemic.
However, Cos and Martin (201Bave saidhat absence carries meaning; often, absence
is the primarymeaning or intent. What is absent becomes mmstpresent. This argument
hel ps ex pl adnexistéhtoeeragelbHarristas well&sS A T ordutey 6 s
approach. The cate??2 for the later publication, unfortunately, is that maintaining a neutral
position leads to reduced coverage of Harris; reduced coverage makes her absent; reduced
coverage takes her and her meséagrit of circulation. This pattern can be seen in how little
coveragend t hus circul at i on,2@20,mttao-anditiousspeechbdtar r i s 0

the Black Girls Lead conference. 0O€dpezialpauci ty
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when compared to the att & asbdemonstidtesahiiidofmends | e
erasur e. To (2e28)argument, tids eeasute dlaes not apply in the same ways to
White womengergg, this erasure is racialized.

This erasure continued after the weeks explored in this chapter. Olne@&;t2020,a
day beforetheHariBence debate, TI ME@0RQX)thatclamed eased a r
fiPervasive Sexist and Racist Bias in Media Coverage of Harris Selection as \P Pitkh e
onliner eport points to Amisogynoir | id&gungtthate h ar mf
when compared to White, male vipeesidential candidates Perine2012 and 201&nd Tim
Panen2016, fAOne quarter of coverage of Sen. Har
and tCDIpEE®S UWhite, halidentilies ahe default; Harris was described
more negatively; and stories about her heritage overshadowed her work as a former district
attorney and &.S.senator, according to tmeport Unfortunatelfgrthe TI MEGO S U
report (2020c), done by Edelman Datdrfelligence,is not publicly available. Nonetheless, to

guote Sen. Elizabeth Warren, who was asked if gender was a factor in all the women losing in

the Democratipar t yds presidenti al pri mari es, Al f you
everyoke says 'whiner,' e And if you say, '"no, th
think, '"what planet do you | ive on?adsmforMaddow

sexism and insteaatldingit, the answer is the same.

Nonetheless, | souha note of optimism here. Talk of race may have been muted at
times, but it was always present. It was discussed in relation to and in combination with sexism.
Racial issues have been made more present, and if they are present, they can be discussed,
courtered, and if not erased, then at least minimized. My data may not be conclusive about the

ef fect the AWetteldu MEKWeSr URad enl@aBtgdman) rhetorics, but it
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remains possible that the rhetorical ecology was indeed shifted. (R2d5) and Chapu2010)
havebotharguedthat movement may not be present, big itonethelesthere; itis happening.

Jonathan Bradshaw (201@9inted ouin his concluding paragraphs Aicul t ur al change
notmomentaryp Descr i bi n gsmalhregiosalnonprefdis presdrving cultural

practices andirculatingthem, he suggestl in the closing paragraphtlies t r at egi es ¢é f @
| on g wilavark bést.In a later work, Bradshaw (2018) alsotdlo f fr het or i c al
continuities (e.g., persistent transition con
circulation and changeo (p. MI9MQBradshawn20E88p. age w
481),slow circulationcan change culturahetorics over timeOr to rift on what was said of Sen.
Warren,persisence worksln the next chapter, | explore the implications of this study and the

possibilities for future research.
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CHAPTER V
A MADAME VI CE PRESIDENT! 0 AND BEYOND
You know Black wome are about to drag you for a whole ass 24 hours, right?
Imani TwoKitchens Gandy2021
Prelude
| have never been good with conclusions, because | always revisit the beginning and mull
too much. Through this project, | gained a sense of the range ofichesxtivity happening
during the study period, particularly with regard to nastyman rhetorics; | observed a decline
in nastywoman rhetorics over time, as well as a surprising absence at sonsnditgstimes
and | identified themes and pointsinfreased activity during the study period. | discuss findings
shortly, but first, | mull. For example, | opeaithis chapter with an epigraphear theend of this
opening section havedisplayedwo versions of the January 2021 Vogue cqgee FigurdO0),
but before discussing them, | backtrack. | launched this dissertation with selected memories:
telling my department chair | would never do a political project and reminiscing about Terry
Bell amy, Ashevillebéds first Black mayor.
| almost wrote thatBela my @A happened ftappenbdsayd ad theamroeg 0 b u't

things. To say that Bellamy wésefirst Black mayorof Asheville, NC,is true but erases her
gender. Tosay thatshewhecityds f i rst Bl ack female magygor i s
A s h e v first feneal@ snayor, and w@eporters) dichot say Sitnick was the first White female
mayor, although we did saphewasits first Jewish mayor. These conundrums inform the heart
of this project, because ®iabsanticpuldicdiscoarseduti s as
very much present, nonetheless. In fact, hernaoe is abserresent in a way that lets us

(White people) forget about this aspect of identity, because Whiteness is the norm. We do not
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have to talk about it. That poirg our unspoken argument in the rhetorics of (aceeligious

identity). Carrie Crenshaw (199%)ote M The absence of speech abou
exists in our discursive silenceso (p. 260).
(White people) can avoid the ambiguities and complexities of the issthas closing chapter, |

set the stage foranalyzigpogue 6s January 2021 cover 0.mage of

Figure 10

Vogulwéet for the AMadssume Vice President! o

Vogue Magazine &
@voguemagazine

Vice President-elect @KamalaHarris is our February
cover star!

Making history was the first step. Now Harris has an
even more monumental task: to help heal a fractured
America—and lead it out of crisis. Read the full profile:
vogue.cm/MHifmQS

- Ql \
zvaP:om ‘ \
numnnnﬂ %

MADAM YICE PRESIDENT! MADAM VICE PRESIDENT!

KAMA A HAQ@!S KAMALA HA%QIS
\‘"n“" P

9:04 AM - Jan 10, 2021 - Twitter Web App

4,379 Retweets 3,487 Quote Tweets 22.9K Likes

Note (Vogue Magazine, 2021)



As | write these words, faight conservatives campaign to stop all of us from talking
about race and gender (among many difficult topics). AccotdiddC News almost three
dozenstate legislatures have introduced laws banning Critical Race Theory #ii2rsghools,
and nearly half those laws have passed (Alfonseca, 2022). At least a dozen states have also
passed legislation restricting whatlR teachers can say about gendertitlenor sexual
orientato® | aws t hat opponents have nicknamed ADono
White woman deeply informed by Black feminismestiza and culturathetorics, | have no
kind words for these laws. We should be talking albotit race andgender along withseveral
other big issues, like classisimomophobiaand climate change, rather than allowing politicians
to divide and distract us.
Speaking of divisions, Anzald{2002) hassaidit is not enough to build a bridge or
wade onto a sandbdn This BridgeWe CallHome shesaid AYou dondt build br
and familiar territories, you have to risk making mundo néfevmve to risk the uncertainty of
¢ h a n gneatdia@002, p.574). | spoke of building bridges and creating sandbars in a
previous chapter, but Anzaldda remaagone that establishing mundo nuevo is risky, especially
when we are trying to make new connections and create new spaoce(ghen we are
ourselves the brge. Sandbars and bridges are middle earths, what she woulepatitlaand
others might call liminal spaces. Those €bRT and antgay laws undercut attempts to create a

nepantldor parlay; they also undercut those who inhabit middle spaces, likeyiath.

|l nstead, these |l aws gird old prejudices and g

33 As | read AnzaldtGianondo nueveeangsimultaneouslyji ew earthnew world,new ground Also, in her
preface toThis Bridge We Call Homeahe definediepantlaa s fit i erra entre medio, 0 the g
(2002, p. 1).
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them make the same argument claimed by the people who hung empty chairs but said their
rhetoric was not racist. Those laws block discourse undertieegguiof A pr ot ecti ngo
Aii ndoct Migdom 20229 Rrankly, | often wish my family had been less polite, discreet,
and protective; | wish they had been more open about my gay uncles when | was growing up;
perhaps | would have be&me(er) b come out much, much sooner than | did (my late 30s). The
immediate concern, however, is what we can do with naetypan rhetorics, such as what
measures might counteract it to what classroom applications might work for studying them. In
this closing chager, | offer a set of findings that point toward future applications and strategies
based on what | have learned during this project.
Finding No. 1: Surfacei The Omi ssi on Projecto
This diversion of thought is what | mean about going back to beginningsualiidg
them over. Just as my outrage over the fiDonoét
outrage has often fueled nastyyman rhetorics on both sides. L-&daining media and social
medi a obsessed over Tr ump 6 s pditedddartsyobherc o mment m
accomplishments and her potential to be (vice) president. As discussed in the previous chapter,
that outrage made Harris absent on some sowglia feeds. Lefieaning newsnedia fed their
audiences a brand of outrage, too. Alondwinispired Twitter users, they were not, ultimately,
positive in the ways they circulated discourse related to Harris. On the other haitkahe®f
overt nastywoman rhetorics on such sites as USA Toaag Breitbart demonstrai¢he

presence of twoery different arguments: USA Todagn claim that their chair is empty: They

avoided spreading Trumpds insults; tcarey kept
claim they never ran a headline aboestnasiynast y o
intheconspiracy i ch ways they portrayed Al i beral 0 Har
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day-to-day coverage during the study period. Either way, from BreitbdSA Todayto
outraged Twitter users, Harfigas made absent.

This brand of absence comprises what Joidachery(2018) caledit he o mi ssi on
project, 0 a hyper vi sworben bof colbreade there motbeinglthere i t y i n
primarily by being muted (p. 29T heir absence can be ovierdii c o mp | et 8 oradveste nc e O
|l i ke citing a Black womanos (JemanZzachery 2018.ot cr i t
36).JordanZachery explaiadbothtypes assilencing or mutingvomen of color. Outrage at
Trump, as explored in the previous cleapbdften muted Harris and pushed her to the side.
Newsmedia participates in the omission project, fboe AiJo Project(2020%6 a collaboratn
between newsnedia, scholars, and artificiaitelligence experts examinedyender bias in the
news reporing that womerwere mentioned 2%b of the timein a study of major newsiedia;
menwerementioned 7% of the time. The ratio of published male/female images likewise
skewed: 7% male, 22.9% female. Furthermore, when men are quoted in an article, theygavera
103 words versus 87 for woméaiJo, 2020) These numbers seem fairly close, but when |
calculated its effect across 100 articles, men tally 7,931 words while women get 1,992.
Unfortunately,The AiJoProject(2020)did not consider ra¢although reseahers
acknowledged various limitations (Peretti, 2DANeither did researchers for a similar study by
Pew Research, which examined gender bias in images posted to Facebook and feund near
identical results as AiJa.éam et al, 2019). To put these figures terms of absence/presence,
women are routinely made absent from public view; they are routinely excluded and silenced. |

suspect that women of color are even less present and more silenced.

34 AiJo researcheexplaintheirmethods and findings in more detaihdtips://www.aijoproject.com
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With these many threads in mind, | situate toguecove® or, rather, two covers (see
Figurel0). Theprintediton seen on the | eft of Vogue Magazi
Figure 10displayed Harris from head to toe, dressed casually in black jacket, black pants, white
shirt, a doublestring of parls, and black Converse letop shoes. Sheatdin front of a pink
and green backdrop that evoleer sorority colors at Howartdniversity, Harrissmiledas if
about to laugh, while laughing, or after laughing; and she etisgr hands together, somewha
casually, at her waist. Across her knees in the bottom third of the wexeethese words, in all
capsbuther name in the | argest font by far: fAMADA
HARRI S / AND THE NEW A MBEWRIE &ditioral, Smalleritvesitiei s 6s | e
first of which echedher presidentiatampaignslogan A BY THE PEOPL E, FOR T
PEOPLE: THE UNI TED STATES OF FASHI ON. 0o

Vogud s al ter,nadiisvel ayevederon the right of the
tweet,showedHarris from the hips up againa paleyellow backdrop; shevas dressed in a light
blue jacket, white shirt, pearls, ant)e5.flag pin. She smilé, one arm foldé across the other at
her waist. Across the bottom third of the pagee the same words used for the print edition,
excepttherewere no other words on the page (other tharMbguelogo, which also appeedin
the first cover, in all caps at the top quarter of the page). Harris and her camp expected the blue
blazer cover to ruriyogueran the casual cover instead.

At the keginning of this chapter, | featured these covers, as circulated in a tweet by
VogueMagazing2021), but first | inserted an epigrafly @A n g r y Bl a @niah awby 0 s
Kitchens Gandy202])), who postedo wi t t er t hat same day: #AYou K|
about to drag you for a whole ass 24 hours, r

volume and tone of responses the more casual print cover elicited ornsedial talk shows,
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and newsamedia. On Twiter, for example, the cover was described as looking fake or amateurish
Ali ke a Polaroid, 06 Harrisbés skin possibly I|ig
female vice president of the United States.

| want to talk about these dueling covén the context of this dissertation. But | have
some obligatory ground to cover first, because all of these musings are a roundabout way to say
that my project is a beginning rather than an end. My work, as presenteddsprepare me
to talk abouttie Voguecovers and various, ongoing manifestations of nagtnan rhetorics.
This beginning, for me, is an activist one that adds to current scholarship, suggests opportunities
for future study, andl | hope suggests strategies that could benefit candidetesdo not fit
neatly into White, masculine politics, now and in the future. In the next sections, | will attend to
these topics as they relate to my findings. And | will faltherabout those covers.

Finding No. 2: Be a Bad Feminist

Roxane Gayassad, fil have certain é interests and
may not fall in line with mainst,pea)aSheis,mmi ni sm
fact, a fAbad feminist, o and that ireedookay. Li k

feminist history as | would like to be, especially Black feminist history, theory, and practice; and

| question mainstream feminism. Nonetheless, this project adds to current scholarship by
weaving a womanist perspective wiattor network theoryor studying nastgvoman rhetorics

in relation to a woman of color. This project posits tHabetladenrhetorics as inherently

political, as they are meant to restrain and constrain female candidates and officeholders. Indeed,
theywereare meant to restin/constrain all women living, working, abeingin public spaces;
theywereare meant to keep us women home, in private speegs.they are meant to

restrain/constrain all woménincluding transwomen. However, this universality skirts the

14z



compoundeahallenges that women of color face when they run for and serve in public positions
like the (vice) presidency. As this project has shown, ANT helps trace the circulation of these
nastywoman rhetorics; a womanist perspective ensures that the complekitae® and gender

are not eraseith the tracinginstead, a womanist perspective ensures that we question them.

For example, calling Hillary Clinton a fAna
simply not the same. In either case a positive rémpourter-rhetoric)lof a finasty woma.
redefining her as a confident, independent fentaido getsshitdoned (Nasty Women Get Shit
Done PDX, 2021Nasty womerstand on their own and accomplish much on their own.

However, br White women the negatives arethelm r d t hat r hy mesvorwi t h fAr i
that rhymes with Abu mstfarworselshd is tiblicallyoevilBdzebellk wo ma
the hypersexualized, #Afiendish, 0 exotic femal
advantageous, grotesqeent i ci ng, and é quintes€eiAi ally de
nasty White woman iaggressivemean; a nasty woman of colortl&t, too, but she is also
slave, a whore; she is valuable but atemniving, likelyevil, and/orsubhuman. This persistent
trope surfacemo st cl early i n tweets s amplsiecddelétedlr t hi s
2020r et weet of a postencddus ngc Haaircda sf car Awihcoer ep r «
hand, positive representations of Hsd especially those that referred to her nomination and
subsequent vi&dumumpered sastyWiomanghetoricsiincthe data sets | analyzed
for this project. That ratio gives me hope.

Finding No. 3: Use Better Toolsand Collaborate

However, mytracing of nastywoman rhetorics is incomplete; ample room for additional
study remains. | mentioned previously that | began wéhrenth study period and approached

nastywoman rhetorics as a vast ecology. Predictably, this approach meant that Idweébtle
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large and often unwieldy data sets. | solved the problem by limiting analysis to a few key weeks
in the study period, sampling tweets and headlines in that shortened period, and reducing the
scope of my work. Future study could deal with larger dats, and/or shift the focus, or involve
collaborative research.

For example, several dataining tools exist for collection and analysis of large volumes
of sociatmedia posts, headlines, and full articles. Twitter offers a suite of Application
Programmig Interfaces (APIs), but independent options include rTweet (a statistical application
based on R) and TAGS (a template that uses Google Sheets). Some of the best tools, in my
review, require significant computeoding skills, pose a high cost, or reguoth; these are the
key reasons | did not apply them in this study. Possible solutions are to partner with a coding
expert and/or to seek grant funding to cover costs. With such tools and collaborations at hand,
my preference for future socialedia resarch would be to limit the project to a specific
discourse community (e.g., #BlackTwitter) and/or a single hashtag (e.g., #MeTo0).

Of course, datanining tools also exist for collecting and analyzing nemedia headlines
and articles. Nexis Uni, for exangplcollects headlines and the full text of articles, but there is a
significant cost for downloading large samples. If this obstacle is overcome, textual analysis can
be done using sentiment analysis, topic modeling, and s@fbrhagain, | recommend
collaborating with a coding or statistical expert. A potentially rich option, in my opinion, would
be data mining headlines and articles from Ifdzhged newsnedia and/or Black publications
like Essencand The St. Louis American. As this study progressezhlized my attention had
been focused on mainstredne., White)newsmedia at the expense of Black voices; that
realization is one reason | added epigraphs and artifacts at the beginning of each chapter. The

featured imagealsosupport key points inaeh chapter but connote that | remain interested in
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future research that considers multimodal rhetorics in public/political spheres, such as
simultaneously studying the wordadimages used in soctahedia posts or news articles. The
latter would betterx@ose correlations of visuals like photos and linguistic features like
headlines. After all, i n 1985 Jim Corder urge
interplay of visual image and verbal message that makes a meaning through arguments in
di splayo (p. 16 42985il0Onf itrhset Wae & fibr R@mmpodkiiprs 0 £ 0
pedagogy class a few years back; | have since become increasingly interested in the harmonies
and dissonances of multimodal communication.

In this direction, Ifoe s ee pr oj ect s si (@120)dd genderdiasAni J o006 s an
images published by newsedia but designed with intersectionality in mind. Ajd620)used
Retina Face and Insightface Gender Age Médelo artificial intelligence (A.l.) toold to
examineone weekds worth of images and text sour cEe
analysis, AiJo used the Gender Gap Tracker, an automated system for Natural Language
Processing. While it is not stated in their data sumniaty,M E P R02X) likely used a
similar approach for analyzing media coverage of Habwe by Edelman Data & Intelligence
and releasednlinea few days before the HarfBence vicegresidential debaté, he TI MEG6 S UP
(2020c)studyf ound t hat one quar tdeacistand sexishstereotypimgarelr a g e
tropes [such as] ¢é 6Angry BlackoWMmadatéa aedts
surfaced some of these tropes, but further, more transparent, study is warranted.

A promising approach is Aduket al . 6s 2021 working paper o

representations i aeta.(2021)usededhniethodbto stukyshe imAgesu k i

The full title of Corder 0 p3s, tdlad\N@vb Rhetaris, buhNpt These,Yet,fa@nf We h e  Wa
Do Get ThereThere Won't Be There Anymare
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used in books that have won awards from the Association for Library Service to Children since
1922. Not surpsingly, they found that children are consistently represented as ghtitered
than adults and females are more likely to be represented in images; they are less included in
text. Parallelingrhe AiJo Project(2020) Adukia et al.(2021)concluded tha¥hite males are
consistently overrepresented in relation to their share df f8egpopulation (p. 38). Adukiet al.
(2021)did not address rhetorical circulatiper seputthe authorslid point out the significance
of books recognized by an influerit@ganization; in fact, they considered how often the books
were checked out (i.e., distributed and circulated). Aalekal.(2021) alsargued that wide
circulation of these awardinning texts reinforog cultural norms and further marginalcze
children of color. Furthermore, they naltpossible extensions of their work for studying similar
issues in newsedia. This thought returns us to thd&suecovers and strategies for undoing
the systemic problems posed by nastyman rhetorics.
Finding No. 4: Change Perspectives

Overview

In the first chapter of this dissertation, | quoted former first lady Michelle Obama, who
told an event host, A[ltds] not al ways enough
t i nfRomano, 2018).paired this epigaph clumsily, per APA 7 format guidelines, with the
figure of a tweet few pages latethat tweet pictured actress Viola Davis portraying the first
lady sitting for Amy Sheral@018) who paintedVichelle LaVaughn Robinson Obanatarted
the chapter wth entangled, intracting levels of representation, in other words: Obama
commenting on Meta Media (formerly Facebook)
modern women having it alLéan In); Davis playing Obama in tr#22Showtime serie$he

First Lady, and @DannieD01 countering the criticism the actress received for tH{20a[E)
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Each representation retien and buii upon the otherslhat activity is not mere intertextuality.
These representationstra-act, caconstructing meaning.hereis an unspoken but not hidden
thread in these intertextual artifacts: what works for White women does not always work for
women of color. When women of <color fAlean ino
her bookof the same title (2013bhey often get worse results than White women do.
The Vogue (Covers) Problem

This point brings me to represenfugustt ons of
2020February 2021, and most particularly, to the duélioguecovers that were published in
January 2021. The story(&ivhan, 2021; Major, 2022; Okwodu, 202Harris posed for cover
photos for the infamous fashion magazine; she and her aides thought th&abérephoto would
run.Voguechose instead to publish the casual image. Both phatos taken by Tyler Mitchell,
the first Black photographer to shoovaguecover.

Responding to immediate backlastoguec al | ed t he i nf or mal photo
tribute to [ Harrriodos 0 kovoldlAenggezjdezgiakespersoritkthe d ay s
i mage fcaptured [ her ] é@vaorhe28)t Perbaps hagiimgtheaddc ha bl e
doublebind, likeability questonivogue ds response, séhbreritid®ta shi ngt o
large,Robin Givhan(2021)sa d t he pr o bl e mintvafmenalthe caswah at was
cover] but ¢é (pdraal)Giveanarguedtisdtaris was shown as approachable,
yes, but as if someone snapped a test shot on the campaign trail rather than considered the
historic moment or Harris as an authofitgured avice president @ t h ehiglsestrankingd
federal of f (para. 4)l in the |l ando

Voguedi d not honor Harri s 6 s-mgdiasgsersweretesskindn ot h.

posting comments suggesting thedoutehadbeerce pr es
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lightened N. Williams, 2021);andthe photo waslescribedaf di sr espect fyl 6 ( Ngu
para.2.Harri sdé6s staff cont agnesi dv mtt oailre c ts afye Intg il
Abl i ndpara. @ dsaresult of the cordversy,Voguepublishedthe preferredand more
formal), photo online and in a limited print edition of thragazine

This summary of events hints at the underlying nagiynan rhetoricsvogue&d s r esponse
about presenting Harris as fAapproachabl eo mak
and reporters alike would have resisted promising that one imageanatitber would be
published; they would have maintained independence from the subject being profiled. Second,
photos that are less posed engage audiences in a familiar, conversational way; they can make
audiences feel as if they are standing with theesatligharles A. Hill (2008) explaidthat, n
terms of visual rhetoricgas ense of Asi mul taneityo helps audi
readers fAdevelop positive f eeHelmemg&Hlta008ar d t he
Ch. 1). My former publisher would simply say that such engaging photos encourage readers to

pick the newspaper; they increase circulation

Figure 11

White Housé>hotograph of~ormer (Vice) President Gerald Ford

Note (White House).
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However a womanist perspective asks us to shift position and question what we see and
what we think. Consider the official image published by the White House for former vice
president Gerald For@ee Figurel). In this image, he sbdslightly sideways to theamera.

He worea darkblue jacket, his arms folded across at chest level, a backdtd® dfags behind
him. He smilel. This photo resembdighe one that Harris and her teaxpectedo be published.

When | started this project, | did not know itwollke ad me t o vi ewi ng
White House photo. But such a journey is one we need to take, if we (especially White women)
are to shift our perspectives. As a journalist, | argue\tbgtiebroke faith with Harris and her
aides; that faith is hard teclaim or repair. As a rhetorician, | argue that we alsamine
previousVoguecover® accessible via a Google seadcfeaturing Michelle Obamin 2009and
Hillary Clintonin 1998as firstladies.

Stylistic differences aside, botioversglamorizelthefist | adi es, t hough
more informal because of the way she &across the coughwhile Clinton satupright If |
were using these covers as a wanofor analyzing visual rhetorics in a figear composition
class or a digitathetorics class fograduate students, | would point out the color choices, the
prominence of the Vogue logo, the direction of the first ladies' respective gazes, the different

fonts used, the seasons during which the covers were published, and so forth. | would also hope

For

Ol

to spark discussion about the accompanying words. Chmésmlescribedag e x t r aor di nar y

Obamawas s omeone fithe worl doés been waiting for.

these words, in relationship with the images, communicate very diffeortids. That is, the
multimodal compositions demonstrate circulating commonplaces about how first ladies are

represented and how we interpret those representations one way for White women and another

0

way for women of color. Both women are successful lawge, but dAextraordinar )

14¢



Clintonds professi onaldaasc csounecphl,i swhhme net si,t haen dw osr
f or 0 Odbkatondhersnmore sexual qualities, which her reclining pose heigtiten

In terms of rhetorical circulation, Ilwvdalsot al k about each publicat
distribution of the respective issues, then explore with students how the cover images have
circulated in public discourse. For example, ondbet7, 2016, @fsokentstate (Fashion Student
Organization, Kent &tt e) post ed t#hSOFashounFad@ecembea, $99& Hillary i
Clinton becomes the first American first | ady
searching Twitter for AHiIll ary Clintodbs vogu
surmise that @fsokentstate wedsaringpa f un f act about Yoguebutlonds ap
am not surén relation to what event or discussiéthetorical circulation, and a method like
ANT, couldhelp answer that question bwbuld require a deeper divtbat exceeds the scope of
this project.
Further Analysis

Tracing this threadf thought | found an article about Clinton appearing on the
Deember5, 2017, cover ofeen Vogué an issue that she gateedited Fitzpatrick, 2017).
This coverwas basedonaclosep, si de view of Qubsidone¢ awllages f ace.
style, her face pieced together with overlapping images; avasiset against a flalike
background of red and white stripes, tith a lighter blue than theg.S.flag. Background
words againstthe bluger e A St and Up, o6 in a font that | ooks
Clintondosweoevnqwotreld to the right of her face |
always withU.S, but we DONO6T HAVE TAnM&vsDyerr201ir)t . NOT N
Below herfacever e addi ti onal wor ds: 0 nReditecchy Hilarg| es s, WE

Rodham CIl i nt wasa@mixX ihbuiton aphotograph, aédother images (a large
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pansygaces the space above and dpbrasestoethelpagind of Cl
playedwith familiar colors (red, white, and blue). We can similarly trace discourse about the
ObamaVoguecoverss, especially as a way to question circulating regméestions of women in

public spheres. A Google seattheads with a host of images and multiple article¥/bgue.

In terms of this project, | suspect Anderg@6ll)woul d agree with me th
imagewas the more sexualizexhd pornifiedof the twofirst-lady photos. Swas Obamads t hi
Voguecover, published irR016. Like the first, it was taken by renowned photographer Annie
Leibovitz. The image and words changed, but a sexualized eleganceagr@iama again
reclined, this time on a grediawn and dressed in an ivory gown. This third cover inaube
words, fAThe First Lady t [Obamaboverd, ahdthee | | in Love
accompanying words, involle sexual element, moderated in the accompanying articles by
referencesto Obamaa imom i n chi ef , 0Hoaard(2018)seggestdttest gav e h
this self-labeling reinforcd White middleclass myths about first ladieBy reinforcingsuch
cultural expectations, Obama avoided some of the pitfaBsO6tP, like the Jezebel trap
Nonet hel e s/sguecaddrsahmaveérglamourous and stately they are, paedher.

On the other hand, both the Clinton and the Obama coversdelevieds of authority that are
absent from the 2021 Harris cover.

These observations are early thbtsgtoward a full rhetorical analysis of tiegue
covers, similar artifacts, and their circulation in public discourse; they also suggest how to apply
my research in writing classrooms. Turner and Griffin B0®r example, explocethe ways

thattwo Af i can American girls used multi modal C 0Omp

%search terms: fAMichelle Obamads first vogue coverod
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aspirationso (p. 109) . Mul ti modal repmresent at
Turner and Griffin; their project suggesta way to address that absence. In addlitio
interviewing the girls, who were fraternal twins, Turner and Gr{fid20)e x a mi ned Adi gi t
dream boardso the girls created; these boards
Theynotedlt hat Bl ack girl sd& asiped,  subtuimen m® Blackealeof t en
experiences, and misinterpreted via White, middiéess values. Turner and Griff{g020)
disrupedt hose practices of omission by considerin
intersections of age, race, and gender. | aarasted in exploring how their work could apply to
literacy narratives in firsyear composition and how their approach could inform advanced study
of visual/digital rhetorics about women of color in other courses. | am also interested in
exploring wayshat my work could inform political strategies for candidates who do not fit
neatly into patriarchy; this interest informs the next section.
Finding No. 5: Adopt Many Strategies

Overview

No single, perfect strategy exists for counteracting rastyan rhetacs, but | begin
this section with the words &f.S.Rep. Maxine Waters, who in 2017 told ther5. Treasury
Secretary Steve Mnuchin that she did not have time for his stalling, although his responses
included extolling her praises. Calling on congressicommittee ruledj Aunt i e Maxi neo
reclaimed her time& repeatedly(Rogo, 2020Romano, 207). Known for her witty comebacks
and outrageous statements, Waters said the phrase several times, interrupting Mnuchin as he
spoke. She got her time back. Nemediareported the exchangiepm The Washington Posb
The Hill to Essencgethe exchange and its coverage sparked stwatiston Twitter, a colorfully

illustrated book AndrewsDyer & Thomas 2020) and even a gospel song by singer/actor Mykal
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Kilgore (2017) Il n the song, Kilgore forms a choir wh
t i me. 0 | journtalistEndrewsOykr andillustratorThomas peppedthe pages with
pithy sayings by Waterd|ustrations by Sabrina Dorsainvil, photos frékfe t e dagsins
Congress, and a dedication that r eaabblack, iFor a
too skinny, too loud, too smart, too strong, toyaur-f ace. Turns out ,Theyou ar
dedication calls attention to common criticisms of Black women, all of which have been applied
to Waters. She speaks out and speaks her mind. Of course, not every candidate, politician, or
schootboard member can emulate her style; but in this sedtexplore a few strategies for
countering, disrupting, or dispensing with nastyman rhetorics.
Action No. 1: Reclaim Our Time

Watersdés met hod f odontwa metdridalingredidmsuldobse n r el i e
procedural rules that require committeecheid honor a request for NAr ec
newsmedi ad6s attention. That is, Wadnenmsmedased t he
were present to recorthen distributdi.e., circulateher actions. Waters has served in the House
of Represerttive since 199(fter more than a dozen years in the California State Assembly; the
former teacher knows the rules and uses them. In videos of the Mnuchin exchange, she asked
him a question while looking down at papers on her desk; whezshpendedby first lauding
her, she peedover reader glasses asdidtherewas no need to waste her time ahd
commi tteeds with a hi st or edthefuedtiienrandavbeno mpl i s hm
Mnuchin again rambt she interrumd! i ke a met r oinmimeg wmy ht iimes.cd aT
phrase triggerdthe committee chair to +allot speaking time to her. With or without cameras
recording, Waters would have been granted this courtesy, however theatrical the performance

might be interpreted.
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Of course, cameras werdnfing and newsnedia were broadcasting. This fact benefited
Waters, whohdl ong been in the media eye. Over the vy
dropping comments,eyeo0 |l | s and, on a few occasi¥ns, dram
Williams, 2017. In interviews, Waters has expressed-s@hreness of the attention she receives
via such actions. To some audiences, such actions are theatrics; to others, they are inspiration.
But Watersods strategies are motrCareyi(2020)n st yl e.
describeir het or i cal i that8t aekcwomas adwayupt the f
or disregard that | ead t o t hhetoricalnoveslikeect o ( p.
At al ki ng backo and fcal luiten goves but ds decigve asoh hi n g o
that make their presence and demaausvn(Carey, 2020, p. 270)

However, (re)claiming time and demanding action are complicated moves. Waters, for
example, has perfected the art of ¢iners and retortgspeciallyin front of the cameras and on
platforms like Twitter. Newsnedia can hardly help themselves when it comes to reporting her
latest quid a phenomenon that is not dissimilar to the neveslia attention given Trump as a
candidate, then as president. Trump celleWat er s fAunhinged,-Bressy t he w
Secretary Sarah Huckabee said it waher Afunaccep
supporters to harass Trur(fpingman, 2018)As entertaining and attentigrabbing as such
exchanges are, however, they may not suit man
case brings me to the next strategy.
Action No. 2: Know (Y)our Media

One key challenge remains for all women ésgpeciallyfor women of color: Ownership,
control, and influence of most majoewsmediarests with White male elites. The path for

women of color to newor socialmedia attention is fraught at the infrastructural, institutional
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level, therefore, becaeso newanedia equivalent ddprahmagazine existdzurthermore, 61%
of reporters in U.S. newsrooms are mamgl 77%percent are White (Grieco, 2018). Most
publications are also owned and run by White men or majdriyte stakeholderd-or example,
the fcondlargest media company in the US is Fox, for which Rupert Murdoch owns a
controlling interest (Harvard University, 2021). In short, women in general but especially women
of color do not have a seat at the national/global media table. Waters oveterpesblem by
being, at times, outrageous. Rep. Alexandria Oe@sidezsimilarly sidesteps mainstream
media by engaging audiences on TFcarpotatioast Bothwher e
women strategically use the affordances of the mediaad@ito them.
However, it is difficult to say what strategy could have helped Harris avoMadbee
cover controversy. Vogue exhibited tedeafness in the way the cover was handled, both pre
and posfpublication (N. Williams, 2021). Harris has appeareql the covers of ELLE
(Moniuszko, 2020Q)Ebony (2018)Time (2019and2021), San Francisco Magazine (2020),
Forbes (2021), Glamour (201&ndSeem&’ (2020). In most of the covers, Harris pdse
formally; in many, she smite The Seemacover featurd a casual closap of a smiling Harris.
For Elle, she satn an office chairresing her chin in hand and snmb. For Ebony(2018),she
joinedSen. Corey Booker and Atlanta mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms. Whiletk atms
crossed, leaning against thellWwBooker and Bottomsas on adarkleathercouch. The kegover
wordswe e fATal king Politics wereédaktonedaitbercoucha. 06 Ke
and Harris and Booker 0s oreaeskqraesdredwdress tthad matiches ui t s

one of the colors in thEbonylogo remixed in patriotic red, white, and blue. These covers did

3’seemai s an international publication that Afocuses on ¢
gl oballyo (seema. com).
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not spark controversy, which suggests at least two possibilities: Harris and aides had a more
explicit arrangement while shooting for these covers, and/agefpective magazines considered
their choice with extra care.
Action No. 3: Persist and Connect

As | write this subsection, | recognize that | can offer no easy answers here. Caroline
Dadas (2016) cauti@it hat some met hodol ogolest irosd& fpndé
Sociatmedia sites,sheaid ar e parti cul ar I(Dadad 8086 s §2Padasnd nAf r
workedf r om queer met hodol ogies because, in part,
that often emer ge haveatemptedin this studyrtacekpiore 6uph limigal ) . I
spaces, which often go unseen. Although | have not explicitly applied queer theory, it is present
in the way | push aga(@9995doublebindsto theeasting ditheo m J a mi
presidencyas inherently (naturally) masculine. But pushing against boundaries does not unmake
them.

The media problem, as sketched in the previous section, is exacerbated by a powerful
binary: political polarization at all levels, includimgwith newsmedia. Forexample, Trump as
well as Biden picked t-rhediaforintergiews, are sadidelarris.f r i en d
Trump could call in to conservative Fox for an impromptu rift, while Harris and Biden scheduled
postannouncement interviews with the slightift-leaning ABC NewsThere is, however, no
newsmedia equivalent for people of color, not at the scale of Fox or. &p€ah Winfrey and
her media company might be the closest, but they have only occasionally been political in topic,
tone, and coverageabhion and cultureoriented publications like Essence provide limited news

coverage for political candidates and offleelders. Therefore, the paucity of nationeivs

15¢€



orientedmedia for people of color means that coverage relies on relationshipsradsl The
latter rely onkairosand a certain | evel of opportunism on
Relationships, however, can be changed. | would like to know more, for example, about
whom the AWe Have Her Backdl Mgampgadidwond@d@20act e
they did more than publish an open letter on theirwebsited | i nk it to a video
2020b) which drew attention from audiences already familiar with their work. | wonder if they
sentthe letter or videdo newsmedia leaders. Ridolfo arideVoss (2009) uskan oldfashioned
press release as the key exampleheforical velocity They discussdnot simply where to
distribute a message, but to whom and how; and theyl sayesidering the ways that audiences
might receive, interprefre) use, circulate the initial texts. Rhetorical velocity is bostrategy
for planning how texts will be recomposed artieoryfor exploring how fast, in what direction,
and how far the text travels (or dassttravel). For instance, Ocas{@ortez has appximately
13 million followers on Twitter (Trump had more than 80 million at the time he was exiled from
the platform). | guarantee that a significant portion of those followers are reporters, but the
remaining followers def iesaatéawlunyethaimgylhastbhe t he [ A
heard.
Action No. 4: Pump Up the Representation
Decades ago, Denise BostddffP91)said that to elect more women to higher office
(and, ultimately, the presidengymore womemmustrun for office in the first placef more
women run, the odds are that more women will win; the representation of women in political
office would logically increaseGender scholar Judith Butl€k990)noted two kinds of
representation, both of which apply to this s

visibility and | egi-pramatiyceée thdt asethes pardoe
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to either reveal or distort what is assumedtbtbeue about the category of
Political representation concerns increasing the number of, and presence of, women in public
office; those womethusrepresent other women and their interests. Kaitlin M. Boyle and Chase
B. Meyer (2018) poimdout , f or i nstance, that women compr.i
but about 20 percent of the members of congre
even lessalthough that is changin§lormativerepresentationwhich Butler(1990)also caléd
Al i ngui st i chowevelthat isritcedtes meawirg by defining and, therefore,
constraining women to predetermined roles. It defines and reinforces cultural hdweeps
women from running and possibly from winning
Nastywoman rhetoris fall inthe normativee at egor y, an(@99blggiccBost dor
one way to undo this constraint is to increase the number of women in office. Howé&gef, 52
White women in th&JS voted for Trump, so her solution is imperfect. Nonetheless, more
women ad more women of color are indeed running for office and winning. Two nonprofit
organizationd The Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP) and Higher Heights
Leadership Fundl released a 2021 report detailing record numbers of Black women running for
office in 2020 and records numbers projected to run in 2022. While optimistic, the report also
noted barriers for women of color, including lack of financing and party gatekeepers (Chisolm,
for example, was blocked from using party locations for campaigni©§42; similar challenges
remain for women of color). While rhetorics alone cannot overcome financial barriers, positive

support for women of colér from recruiting them to voting for thedncan certainly help. The

report makes clear that change is possibite cover image features a painting of Harris.
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Action No. 5: Remix It

| will end by noting a strategy that Harris and Biden used during the campaign season:
calling each other by their first nam&8omen are often referred to by first name, like children,
even when they hold authoritative positions. Successful women ofcegpecially in the
entertainment industéy often flip this notion by making their first name (or chosen name) the
only name we know them by (e.g., Oprah, ClB®yoncé). Hillary Clintons still often referred
to by her first name, in part, | am sure, because her husband was President Bill Clinton; but the
labeling is not done simply to avoid confusiéirstname usage is often derogatory. For
example opponents from Trump to formerS&havi d Pur due regul arly mis
first name. They pretended to stumble over it as unpronounceable, famrigdther. In doing
so, they practiced a version of nastgman rhetorics.

Biden and Harris countered this nastiness by calling ethen by their first names.
President Biden has | ong gone by AJoe-0 as a Ww
fromScranton identity. Harris almost al ways cal
study period, and Biden almost always dhleer Kamala. Correctly. The unspoken rhetorics
here are that Biden, a stutterer, could say her name correctly; those who cannot are not trying to.
Their casual rhetorics poke fun at those who
naming rhetdcs further countered the nastiness by emphasizing Harris as nice and likeable.

Still, being nice does not solve what Carey (20di)bedt he At i ghtr ope of p
that intellectuali(e.,i s mar t 6) women of <col or haferemst o wal k
Careyspkeof A p] r i v-disceugsesnrgpurgosing nigua texts, signifying, and direct
critiqueodo as st r-scienegproessor and ®rdner MENBE boktiMelissa a |

Harris-Perry in early 201@p. 140). Carey discusskthe ba&klash HarrisPerry encountered after
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making offhand remarks aboutthprr e si dent i al candidate Mitt Ron
grandchild. A Ahost i | edesnbedvteontribliten toder dakiogwal t ur e,
public apology and, ultimately gling forced off air and her show shuttered by MSNBQ18, p.
142). Shearguedthat people from dominant groupdNVhite men, for exampée get a pass,
almost a permission, to be imperfect, while women of color do not. In fact, women of color are
increasinglya r i s k i npolariaed,algathiseat guttiee. Bad feminists like me need to
stand with them and oppose these threats.
Epilogue: Futurity and Hope

Here is what | hope: that this work will help us learn practical strategies that involve
more womernn public discourse and in public office. For me, that work began with shifting my
perspective, reading (more) Black and queer feministseagdgingwith those readings. Even if
there is no tidy resolution to the first part of this quest, the readimgsmuge, the engagement
begins anewandthe implications and applications of my work can circulate in a variety of ways.
For example, the methodology outlined above can help students improve thenliteeig
practices, compose their own works for dimition/circulation, strategically apply multiple
modes in their compositions, and critique the circulating rhetorics of racism and misogyny.
Beyond the classroom, my findings can also help female as well assgamder and/or nen
White candidates navitmthe fraught rhetorics of American politics. This project, therefore,
looks to the future.

This project also reflects a desire to bec
hope and careo (Royster an dtvddy respecthllyat2rdo2, p.
discursive systems that are persistently sexist, classist, racist, and heteronormative. Royster and

Kirsch (2012)suggestda useful approach to such work, blending circulation studies with
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feminism. They remind us, AFor centuries the

patriarchal values, an assertion that is easily documented by a review of rhetorical scholarship
over time and that invariabl y uRogsteerasdKosche s hi
2012, p. 641)Picking up this notion, I note thaiuslents and scholars in rhetoric know Plato and
Burke very well, for example, but are less familiar wite feminisms of Pan Chao, Christine de

Pizan, Maria W. Stewart, Virginia Woolngela DavisAngela Haasand bell hook, just to

s

name a few. In an earlier collaborative work, Royster and Kesghedd h at s oci al icon

among past, present,anddut e ¢é [ are] carried on or modi fi
(2010, p. 660). Inherently rhetorical, these connections travel and transform; they pass along
meaning and practice as agents human and nonhuman distribute/circulate them. What and whom
we choose to circulate and cite, | take from their point, challenges the Western, patriarchal values
that gird nastywoman rhetorics.

Royster and Kirsck2012)recenteedthe social, cultural aspects of rhetorical ecologies
and rhetorical circulation; theys® counteract the problem of distributed agency in terms of
individual, intersectional identities in rhetorical ecologies. That is, if we assume agency is
distributed across the system, individual agents/actors seem to have a reduced role in the system
ard, hence, reduced opportunity/ability to affect the system. This ability, or opportunity, to
influence the system is especially reduced if they work from outside the power structures (or are
denied entry in the first place). Distributed agency, atenétafr gar et Syver sonos
of rhetorical ecologies, tends to elide or abstract such ideetdyed issues as racism and
sexism within complex systemisut collaboration works in a distributed way to create a new,

powerful kind of agency.
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With this project, | have pondered these theories and praxes, but Michelle Obama has a
point: AThat shit doesnét always worko (Roman
Sheryl Sand bteeespaused pghimsopingflacted thereinLean In: Wome, Work,
andthe WilltoLeanln Sandbergdés motto seemed to be that
need to lean into it. Obama, | think, was responding to what bell hooks (2013) called faux
feminismd a simplistic, neoliberal, privilege@nd Whitekind of feminism. Sandberg is, after

all, a White female billionaire who adr@tdto never calling herself a feminist (in fact, shiglsa

she often deniedeing ong . I cannot d@013)takedownookSartdlmerg hevep k s 6 s
but a point that stands oatt me, i n relation to my project, I:
woman i s never given a raci al identity é [ San
wo me n | i kpara.l8)lhispeobldmds what elicited mild profanity when Obama was

asled about Sandberg and her book: What works for White privileged women does not always
work for women of color.

While | have certainly never enjoyed the financial privileges Sandberg has, | have
benefited from White privilege. Unlike Sandberg, | am ligtgrto Obama and hooks. The latter
madethis pointin 2013

To women of color young and old, along with amatcist white women, it is more than

obvious that without a call to challenge and change racism as an integral part of class

mobility [Sandberg] iseally investing in top level success for highly educated women

from privileged classegpara. 26)

With these wordshooks mdeme more aware that one limitation of my project is that | have not
talked about class, which is tied to wealth in most of thédwvblarris has certainly been the

target of racist and sexist attacks, but she is a wealthy woman. How differett.BaReps.
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Corey Bushodos orCAdrlteexzmathdraro IOchaasn oOmar 6s exper.i
arena? Nastyvoman rhetorics taken different and equally disturbing flavors for women of

color who lack financi al privilege, speak in
the U.S. It is my hope that White women like deeindeedpay attention, step back from our
priviege,per haps set aside the masterods tools, and
we need to venture across them, too. We need to wade out to the sandbar, the nepantla, and

parlay.
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