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REFACE 

Although many studies eoneerning musical talent in 

chil ren have been e :rried on, there has been little work 

don in that phsse of mu 1c which deals with musical inter­

s ts among children. This fact is_ especially true 1n regard 

to work ltith ohildren of preschool ege . 31nca the world 

of the young child eenters around the hom, this study was 

undertaken in an ef'fo.rt to discover the extent and soope 

of musical environment 1.tl the homes or eighty-two kinder­

garten and nur EU"'y-sohool oh1ldr n in Denton., T xss. 

A schedule was formulated through which infomation 

cone rn1ng nrus1osl intere ts and preferences or the various 

family members we g thered . /lnelyais of the dete gathered 

brought to light interesting tr nds in music habits among 

' the seventy-six families studied . 

To Miss Ruth St 1,dinger., Director or the Division of 

Child Development, without whose untiring a aistance and in­

valuable guidance the · tudy would never have been possible, 

this volume 1s humbly dedioated. 

111 
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CHAPTER I 

IN'l'RODUCTI ON AND SURVEY OF LITERATURE 

Parents or preschool children of today re slowly 

being awakened to the need for music 1n the home environ­

ment of their children if these youngsters wil~ be expected 

to appreciate nd understand beautiful music as they hea r 

it throughout their lives . That m.usic is important in the 

l i ves of well- adjusted, happy people cannot be over- em-

pha ized . Its need h8 been resl1zed for centuries . As 

fer back es Aristotle end Pleto, philosophers have written 

of the importance of music in the lives of men . These early 

men of wisdom agreed that" nobler use for music is for the 

1mprov ment of our manners and our souls . "1 

Although the modern philosopher end music duoators 

'of the present century have found no ore eloquent words 

then tho e used by the snQient philosophers, Ari totle and 

Plato, they have, neverthelea, studi ed end enlarged upon 

these values in mus i c . Tsmpke found certain primary v lues 

for music i n the 11vea of men . These were improvement of 

the soul by development of the spiritual end moral element 

lRobert A. Tampke, "The Flilnction of Music Education 
in the Organ1zat1on or Personelity, 11 Unpublished Doctoral 
Dissertation., Greduete Division., Department of Mus1o# Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin , Texas, 1947, p. 15 . . 

l 
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in ma.ri., un1f 1oation and completion of education., service to 

man es a language and a me ns of communication., end the hu-

. mBnizetion of man . 1 And so it is round that within the 

world of music man baa not only the means for his immediate 

pleasure and leisure, pe:rhsps often the gratifying tool 

whereby he msy earn his living., but undoubtedly far more 

important 1:n a world gr own small through the telescoping or 

time and space in a ma.ohine age., the means for peao-eful 

connnunlcation of his own phil osophy., as well ee that of 

his native lend . re state men to gather nd try to un-

de1>stsnd th.e mus1o ot oth r netions end through it their 

dreams nd hopes for t he futur., they might find that ., t 

last, a universal langu ge ls.y before them. 

I.est the d1souss1on be,come bogged down with poli­

ties nd 1desl1sm, it might prove more practical to turn 

to a b:rief' glimpse of the possible a:ppl1cation of thaor i s 
, 

underlying the music velues a they stand t.odey. Perhaps 

a look into the mus1o$l environment of an Am:erioen home 

would. sei-v-e to set the st.age . At four 1n the efteJ:1noon 

moat of th rsm1ly members, with the exception or the tether, 

&!'$ st home . ::tn her bedroom Jea.nnie, the high-school bobb1e­

sox daughter, 1s swooning over the latest jive record . She 

1iln ' t hard of hearing.,. but the disc isn •t ha l f ea good 1f 

l Iba. .• 



played any wsy other than tripl -f'orte. Jaok, the grade­

aehool son, 1s having s fast g me orb seb&ll out on tbe 

ide lot . B 111 fin1eh in time for the este,rn snd 

3 

"su ·. tt-duper II serials wh1oh come just before the evening 

meal. the mur er mysteries begin at seven o 1olock and 

.follow one another at half-hour interv l all even1ng., so 

Jack ' s evening is outlined . Sees1e is s fine cook but 

oan •t do a thing unless eh& can sob through the soap-operas 

as she works. Th ki tehen seareely bes ti to oool off 

'b tween dusk and dawn. Moth ·r, however., is constantly on 

the gc, . There is the mark ting., the mending, the meal 

planning, the Mondy bridge olub; the dn day church cir­

cle., end msny other dutie &:n enjoyments. She he . little 

oppoi»tu.nity t ·o ait down nd enjoy the radio or phonograph 

untll l.&te 1n the evening, wh n the children ere in "bed. 

So wb&t music does little four~Jl:ar-old Mary hear? She 

i:nsy ehoose betw en Bessie's ob ... tories, Jeannie ' s jive., 

or the blood-and-thunder music or J'eok ' s programs. It 1 

true that ry 1 . allowed to pl y he:r- littl nursery rh es 

on Jeani• s phonogJ-aph wh:tle Jean is t school, but when the 

west.her permit· Mary would rather play outdoor during the 

day. The family owns a f ·ew eemi-ela.asioel end classieal 

records., but beoauae they a;re large,, d1t'fioult to handle, 

end expansive., Mary must wait until some intettested fernily 

member w1ll operate the honogre.ph and change reo,ord tor 
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Mary's entertainment. Such momellts are cherished by the 

youngster, but they are far too brief and seldom. 

So it might seem . that little attention 1s given 

music eduoation in the ho.me. If the family enjoys the radio 

or phonograph., it often plays for hour , regardless of the 

type of progr m, with no eftort de to select better 

pr•ogram from poorer . Some t mily r dios play continuously 

.against a ckgrouncl c>f household nois s . l'.n some busy 

hol1l&e no one take time to selaet · peoifie radio, program 

and ost of the r ntily member re unew re of the rad.io at 

all, es it bl re by the hour. IJandreth nd :Bead believe 

that under the e oond1 tions the, ohild, like the a ult. 1:n 

th home, y hear but not listen to u ic, and may even 

l &rn to disregard much of 1t.1 It would seem s pity that 

•UCh indifference end misuse of music 1n the home could 

lad to the development of n immunity to mu ic in th 

'Child, 

I it afe to a S\lm that Undreth end Read e 

::referring to a child s young es one who has not yet n,.. 

rolled in the elemants::ry ,ehool? Gan a verr young child 

be expected to :respond. to, or listen to music? To both 

of the e qu stion the answer is unmistakably, ye • :Often 

pa;rent are amaze.d to see that a baby will wsve, his or her 

armt en leg when musio ia he&X-d. And who has not seen .. 

1oather1ne tendreth end Kathe1'1ne Re•d., Educeition of 
~ Joung Child (le York; John WJ.ley end Sons, Inc., 1942), 
p .• 195. 



small tot' eyes brighten as he cleps his hands when the 

eiraus bend come marching down the s:treet? 

5 

It 1s true thet small ohlldren ·do listen and respond 

to nt11!ls1c. Jiu::rlook contend th t from their early assooi -

t1on w1th mu ic young children, by the t1m:e th y ere three 

yes:P,s of age,, develop detini te prefe.:renees for- ee:rt·/ 1.n 

types of mus i c and h~v$ favorite· v.r.tthin each type~1 Mo­

lester 1 even mQre emphatie . She seys: 

It bas been noted :t-epeatedly that -even young children 
will e k for -simple selectio.ns from the great mssters 
(in pret'el'enoe to poo:rer musio) when they s:re given 
an opportunity to ex11:rese a choiee,2 

She points out tu:rther the t the res-ult refe:vred to just 

now oeeur when the child ha had ·n Op}!)Ortunity to become 

ecque1nted with good music. I t would seem safe to conclude, 

therefor , that th& most care:ful $l.eet1on of music for the 

verY' young child would be not only. advi&abl& but essential, 

,if the child would b expected to develop sn appreciation 

and interest in nrus1e 1n both school and adult life . 
. . ' u, to this point the d1acues1on hes gemn~a+ized -0n 

the pre hool ehild'e music education , To just how young a 

child does thi rere:r t Will • baby one month Gl.d reep0nd to 

music,, or must parents ws1 t ae long as t wo 1e•rs or more 

be:fo~e- ntUsio will nave meaning tor their child? Froe·bel 

:_ · 1111,eabe't;;h Hu~lock, fih~ld ~v~loant .(New Yorlc: 
eGrew-Hill Book Oompa.ny,. 19 2 : , · p. 306. 

.. 2Arnel1a Mcl$,tter, lb!, _De,velOJ/?!!ent gt_ GhS;x,aot!r 1':reite 
.!.!! ~o6ns Children (New Yorld Charles Scribner ' s Soni!, I§'.4'.i) , 
p. • 
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insists that a lack of mu.sical capacity is due to a laek o:f 

musical ·cultu e and :stimulus 1n 1rtf'aney.1 Thi.a., ot course, 

places 1 po:rtance upon early babyhood. 

More speo1f1oally, Gesell finds in his study of the 

infant that ~hythm1c response and. sound ply ay come in 

the fi:rst ,.r ar. 2 Gesell :rurther records s ont •neo s hum­

ming or s1ns1ng o.r syllables, e . id:e range in tone, pitch, 

and 1ntens:1ty o:f voice, a well ~s s response to music 1th 

whole-bod:r aot vity 'by 1ghte n months. Alclr1oh $nd Al ... 

dric,h ut the body response as early as n1na ?AOntbs nd 

find p1e sursble reactions to music · videno d as es.rly e 

six months.3· Jensen puts the ability to meke rhytbrnio 

ot1on 1n response to some musical stimulus st fifte n 

months. 4 

The e end :Similar repoi,ts, based on la.boratot-y 

expei'i nts, serve to empb ai;ze the 1mporte,noe, from the 

'baby ' s earliEHlt montli'la, of e v&i'>iety of good muaia&l ex ... 

per1enoe 1.n the home. It: would seem s~fe to conclude, 

the~ef<>re, that nmsio a preo1at1en, which is based on pa?' ... 

tioipation as well ., s njo>yeble 11 tening experiences, 

could. be d.evaloped in a 11 ohildr · n., wheth&r tbeJ h8 ve 

torkt 

1,lb1d,, P • 10.5 , 

2Arnold Oesell~ the Pi.~at l!.!§. Je~pt• or Yt! (ff w 
Harper and Br.others, 1940 ) , pp. 25 -255. 

30ha:rle$ Aldrich end Ma.ry Ald1'.11oh, .§!biet, ~ H\.lni$p 
:&it1ngs ,(Ne York: Meomill&n Company., 1939) , p • . 29. 

Jo:rkc 
4Arllt Jensen, Psygl::iol<>st Slf. 9b1ld Beha.v1or (New 
rent1ce-Hall, Inc,, 1939), p. 240. 
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s ~" ee1a1 mus cal ability or not. .Bueh a program niust., or 

necessity., b gin at an early • ge, and be c re.fully and 

1ntell1g ntly guided by interested parents and :f&milies . 

It might be ell to consider., briefly., the al) er-

noe or S.:- cial :usioal ability at the preschool ag • It 

h s been :found th t special talent ean be ex oted to mani .. 

feet 1 t l:f early 1n life. s.. od:al mueio l aptitude m.sn1-

r ests its lf early in a child ' s life, as dOE'·ES t .he a ar­

anoe of su ;,1or mental b1l:tty. Herbert Oe:rroll belie e 

that gift ness in music 1 ·.roun early in llf, an th.at it 

d pen , little upon expei,ienoe . 1 Howeve:r, .he fail. to 

state u on which facto~ . 1t 1s de endent • . 0K1nney ag:r es 

th.st mtt 1cs1 gif'ts become e . rent early 1n childhood and 

re "to a l :rge ext nt 1nd pendent of int ll1genee . n·2 

Some interesting x riment l work hes bean carried 

on 3.n this field ooncern d with the :r lst1onab1 of musical 

' iftednes nd gener 1 intellt.gence. rhaps one of the 

be-st kno n 1.a Rollingwoi,t~ ' s study of forty ... n.1ne ehiltilr n 

between the ages o.f e.ight an eleven, ho ranged 1n :Lntel­

ligenoe qu .·t!.ents from 135 to 190. Sh · &pplie4 f'1ve- <>f th 

s aaholte te&t$ or mus1oa1 sena1t1vit.y to these ch1ld:ren. 

Her gena:rel <i,·onclueion is noteworthy., .$he decided t1t}let 

l,Herb$rt A. Carroll, Geniua !n ~ Mflktns (Ne York : 
D. Appleton-Century Oomr,eny, 1931.q, · • 194 . · 

:.?Frod McKinney ,1 PsJ:eholoay 91.. Pet-:sonsl AdJ:gstnient 
(lfew York : John lle.y end 'Sons O·omr,&ny, 1941), ·-p •. rt17 . 
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those intellectually sup r1or oh1ldren •r~ not superior 

to the av l'.'a e children of' their sga. in n1ustc&l sens1 t1v1 ty 

as meesut-ed by these test$ . ul 

Sa shore, whose tests were used as a basi.m tor 

the Hollingworth tudy, exp:resses the opinion that for the 

eneral population, tbe oorrelat1on between the musical 

oapao:tt1es, a ·s measured by bis tests., nd gene:r l int 111-

genoa is lo • 2 l!e take.a this l ok of s&gn1f1cant oorr .1 • 

tion to me.an that these oa · oitie .ere :Ln no. s1gn1t1cent 

degree an evidence of intellig .noe. In faot, he. goes so 

far s to refer to instanees on record which t 11 of mu­

s1oal rod1g1es who. weJ:>e olas,sifi.ed ijs 1atelleetual morons. 

Thy h v even been f ound in institutions fol" the eeble .. 

minded. , They may exhibit teohn1¢el skill 1n performance~ 

but rerely a pear . t the c:r · t ;,e level, aooord1 to 

'l'h logio l oonelusion, nesed upon the videnoe 

found an presented, woul9 be that gene~al high 1nt$ll1-

gq,nee will not guS1."8ntee mu ioal ability; ne1thet- will 

muiio 1 sb1l1 t:r alws.y, 1nd1oate high g ne:ral 1ntel11genee. 

1 he latt r statement 18 found to be :true 1nor consistently 

than the .ro:rmer. Morsell 18 very emphatio in bi$ ettent1on 

1tet.e Hollingwortb, A li4~dboOk 2[_ Child r,s;x:-0hology, 
di ted by crsrl Muxach1son ( oroester, Mssa. 1 Clark Univer·­

s1 ty , resa, 1931) 1 p, 641. 

2o8rl eeeshore, In ~§roh gt. ~ ·. utI .!!! 19s1c (New 
?ork: Ronald. Px-ess, 1941),. p, 205 . 
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to the pres nee o except ons~ He thinks that sine on­

tra2,..y finding. have been :recorded, further stu y should 

undertaken . Br1 .fly, he states 1.n this conneotion th t 

"result out of keeping with the ace: ·tad generaliz tions 

a sys have a ouJ.laP importano because they indicate that 

a proble still exits, and that research designed to clear 

u the eonfl:i.et is in order. 11 

Ano:ther interesting confliot of opinions exists 

among t he auth ri tie a. It perts 1ns to the ap ea:ranoe of 

s eoial mu 1c~l tal nt. Th argument resolves itself around 

th ol .feud oonearned with the relative 1m ortenee of 

heredity an enviro nt. Many arents who ere not mu-

sically inclined and who ha eh.a no musical eduction fear 

that thei;r eh1ldren, likewise, will have no talent in music. 

siaal rents, on the o-thar h nd, wonder about the pr be-

bility of their childl"en•s inheriting mu ical bili t y . H re 

the di cus•eion 1s not oonoern d w1 th music p:r.ec ia t1on., 

which has been discus, ed ~nd foun ossible for all ch.1.1-

dren :regal'dl$s of en absence of eoific musical talent. 

Rst r, the in e:r-1tsnee of s ecial musiosl talent is the 

rtioulsr to ·io for eoneid.erat:ton at this t1me. How is 

the oss1ble 1nh.eritanee ot p&irticular musical t lent 

looked upon by psychologists and geneticists? The question 

1s o·ontrovel" ial. Int Peating ·lsborstory studies cast only 

l ,Jsmes E. Mursell, ~duoations,l Pazehol,08! (NEtw York : 
• Norton and Company, 1939 ), p. 36. 
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im isht on the subj ot an-. autho:r-i ti s d.ra ~ gen.er l oon­

c lus ons. The su ect ea l s f or further intensive study~ 

ome leadel'.'a have spoken on the subject; nd al­

though their o . inions are fer from ape,c1.f1c, th y give some 

idea of the , nersl attitude to ard this p obl Bakwin 

and in . t t ~ tha_t musiesl ab1 1ty is 0 1, inarily ram l1al 

nd pro bly here it r y.l Although this first statement 

of the1.r i r :r from sp o:ific, they become very em hat e 

when th y go on to say th t mu !cal ta. lent rnan1f'ests 1 t­

self early i n life n reaehes full metur:Lty during early 

ulthoocl. Here again is b:r>ought out the importance or an 

early int:voduction to mtU31c .. 

Ger•·:ri on give · a bro d. inte1•pretstio.n to th roblem . 

Accor ihg to him there re tlu>ae · oss1b1lit1es. If the 

rent er bot s1cal and the anc:esto,:-s on on or oth 

sides of th family · re musj.eel, the child w111 .. musical. 
> 

Seoon ly, 1:f the pa-:r nts are non-music l t ' t .he ancestors 

on one Oi' both · i e of the family ar non-mu ea.t, tho 

cl".t1. c1 will b non-muaical. Lastly, if one parent i m -

s c. with mus.1e 1 sncsstry an the other · er nt is non ... 

music 1 it · on-nrusloal .anoestry, there i s ·e snce .fo:r 

b()th t of eh:S.ld:ren, musical and non-nrueiosl . 2 It· would 

. l .uth Bal(;l.,v,in and Harry kwin., . Pa12b:olo.gic l C~re 
Du:ring ,;nfenc · a.nd. Qh11dhood (New Yol?k;- D. Appleton-Century 
Company, 19 2 . , p . 84 . 

. _ 2 a:rl Ga1,rison, ~~ Psy;oho;to,a ,of E~trept1einal Chil-
dren (fie•w YoPk; Ronald . ees, .1940 ), p. 124 . 
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se m that oavr1son 1s far, .from s o.1f1o and leave.-s plenty 

of roo for . x-eeptions.. One ond.ere upon whet the mus1.­

o&l1ty of the ancestors would be baeed. Mu&io education 

oentury ago was extt-entely rare,.. Usually it was limited to 

the daughters or the most privileged families in the metro• 

politsn areas_ Unless one became a famous concert aru­

sie:tan, 11 ttle Peeord of the degree 0 1> ex1stenc·e or mus1•oel 

talent can be round~ W1tbout the ass1stence ot a careful 

longitudinal study, Oerrison •s three possibilities would 

hardly seem very . so1ttnt1.fie . 

Oa:r1 Seashore believes that Sche1nfe14 in his book 

You .. nd ll$~e~1t,1 1 . 'undoubtedly right in hold1ng th.et in­

her1.tance or mu 1oal talent eventually muat be e·:xpreseed 1n 

te:r-ms of the mechan1tms or gene . as a1-e other foms of her1 ... · 

tage . ul Seashore., however, thinks that it remains to be 

shown that mu -ical traits are realiy a. · ·peoif1o a · the 
, 

genes by which they eoul,d b identif ie.d. He believes th t 

the dittioultr now 1& not . with the theo~y of heredit1 $$ s 

- p;r1no1ple, but w:1 tb the peyoholog1oa1 d.e.scr1pt1on of the 

musical mind in tel'ms or inherited mu.sical t:ra1te . Be~ 

sesrch 1n the f'1eld ot lilusio&l talents end the1tt genetic 

picture lag& far behind o.ther work in the realm or genetics •. 

It is encouraging to note, however., that ttent1on has been 

tux-ned in that d1reot1on, and if end when the component 

1oar1 E. Seashor , fhe Present Status of :Rese•~oh 1-.n 
the Psyc,holog1 9:.f. MYsie ..,1 the u:n1v,rait7 2f. Jowa, Un1ver.$1ty 
of :tows Studies, .Jun 15, 1928, pp . 3-22. 
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genetic rt re found and ssembled the que tion of the 

inherit noe of musical capacity should be answered. Upon 

1t will probably be based the future teats for musical tal­

ents, which u to this time have had little m1ent1f1o ba• 

1, Bn t best o1nt up not so much tho e who will succee 

in music thos who will rs11 . 

In 1928 Esther McGinnis applied the Seashore te t 

to sixte n children enrolled in the Unive1•s1ty of Mi.nn sota 

nurs .ry ehool. Aa r sult of the study she eonolud .d that, 

with uite.ble mod1f1cet1ons, such s shortening th records 

end increa 1ng the interval betwe n judgment, it app ar d 

probsbl that these tests might become valuable instruments 

fo:r u e with young c ildren •1 No moo.1f1ed versions of this 

typo have been put into use and the existi.ng records r 

far too long n complicated to u e with young children . 

Hollingworth tate that the s ashore standardized te ts 

osnnot b eppli.ed until the 

mental !.a! 1 about ten . This 1s beoau a the direc­
tion for taking the te t mu t be ao prehended, nd, 
ee they ar t .oo oom .lex for the 1ntel.ligenoe of 
children younger th n t n ye r, the music 1 ens1• 
t1v:1ty of those younger cannot be meesured exoe~t in 
the ea e or exception lly int lligent children. 

Ruby s . Friend h s oarr1 d out one or th most in­

tere ting tud1e in th1 field of mu 1c l inheritance. In 

1Esther oG1nn1s, nseashor •s asures of usical 
Ability Applied to Children of the re ehool Age, 11 Amer1een 
JQurnel 2l,_ Ps;y:cholog:v, XL {October., 1928)., 620-623 . 

2Holl1ngwo,rth, 2R• cit • ., p . 641 . 
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her vmrk t h subjects included t wenty boyi an t wenty-two 

girls (fifty-one to eighty-nine month · or age), together 

with t enty-five -of the fa :thers and thirty-five or the 

mothers . The chil dren l i stened individually to reeQ~ds, 

and the time nd degree of theiir attention w s recorded . 

Two trials were given. The parents wel'e given the Seashore 

Test ro:r sical Talent. ln addit.ion., eaoh parent filled 

out quest.ionn 1t•e g1v1ng information bout the mus1aal en-

vironment in the home an , sn ind1 viduS.l e.st1mate or his or 

her own music l ability, a well ,s that of the o·ther 

parent. A a result of the study Friend conoludedt The 

parent.-cbild r 1 tion hips were for the most pa:rt positive., 

but not high. There was indieat d, al so, a slightly closer 

re l t!on,sbip bet een mother snd child than between father 

an child.1 

'Thie study, end tho . e ot Sttinton •nd others 1n the 

'field, st1ll fail to give · d@.f1n1te · nsweP to the problem. 

It ms·y be said tr. t he:red1.ty is important e11d ean.not be dis­

regarded when looki ng fo:r nmsioal talent. in roung child, 

However, equally import .nt i the envi~omnentsl factor,· 

without whioh musical talent could neve·r l>e develope ~ Here 

again it should b~ emphatlitied th&t without an early 1ntro­

duot.1on to music the young child nt&y grow up 111Dl1une to the 

lauby S. F:riend, uinfluenoe or Heredity and Environ­
ment on the Score or .l!ndttr1arten Children on the 5tutshore 
Measure of Mu 1eel Ability,. · Jotlmel of AJ2Pl1ed Ps1on.ologz. 
lune, 1939, pp,. 347-350 . 
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beauty and chan:n of good music . 

Another p1eee of ;r$seal"oh which de erves z•eoogni• 
I 

tion is the study done by Jersild and Bienstoek. '!'hi 1s 

one of the few attempts to study more objectivel1 some es-­

pect .s of the fie.ld of' music in rela t1on to the responses of 

young children . This study was based on ninety-:rour· sub• 

jeots 1n :a nursery school, a day nursery, an a kinde1 .. -

gerten ., long with seventeen adults . It consisted of · k­

ing oinemat1o record of the pe:rfoI>mance of each subject 

as he wa w lking to the aocom. Sl'liment or piano mu 1c or 

kee.ping time w1tb his hand • E ,ch :reeo:rd included a pie-

ture Of the subject 1 s movements, light that flashed each 

time ·the a we an accented beat in the niusio and a. oloek by 

m ans o · which both the subject ' s movements end the so­

cente beet oould be timed. Among the gene:ral co.nclu ions, 

1t 1 interesting to note hat the authors reoommend a 
, 

pr ct:tcel educet1onal p:r>osram which would include an op-

portun1ty .f.or 'bhe ohild ta participate in rhythmic aotiv1ty, 

to develop en interest in rhytrun.1e expre$s1ol) , and to b<:t en­

co\ll"&ged 1n · elf .... a~pre .s 1won.. l 'l'hey sgree that such a pro­

gram should ex1st for the oh1ld betwee,n the ages of two and 

five . In edditlon, the autho~s obnolude that a person• •s 

estimate ea to whtthex- OF not oh1ld is keeping accu;ri te 

1A:rnold f. Jez-eild and $ylv1e B1enstock, ·l;!'17e1o:mnent 
al. Rh;ttbm 1B, Young Qb&J.d:t'"en, Oh1ld ?>e\f.elopment Monographs, 
No . 22, 1935 . 



time :ts unre1. eble When rneAs :red against objecti.'Ve· test • 

An objeetive test s1m.11sr t0 the one· ju.st iseuased would 
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be an excellent a1-d 1n etu i~s designed to test the 1n£luenoe · 

of mu~1c :tn the home upon the mus:tcel pe:rformanee of a c 1ld 

1n early childhood . 

The avs11able 11t~l"atm"e, as re"liE'rv1ed, 1nd1eates, 

t-flther obviously., a lack of reseaf'·eh materiel eppl:tc ble 

to .the study of' relative effects or heredity end environ"' 

ment on the nrusie ·· ap reci tion ~ind eoclomplishittenta of in­

d1v1dmi:t • 



OHAP'l'ER II 

STA'l"EMEN'r OF THE PROBIBM AND PROOEDURE 

This stud as formulated and carried on in an ef­

fort to iacove the ext nt oo kind o.f mu · 1cel environm nt 

in omes of -rose onl children . The field of music was 

electe because the investigs-to:r is particularly inter sted 

in the d velo ment of music eppreciation in oung eh11 · ren . 

It w a hope, in t .1s study, to investigate these 

areas and related aa _ects- of the problem: 

l . Is there any relationship between education 1 

b okg ound of parent and mueic in the home? 

2, l)oes occupational olassi.fic tion of fathel"B 

relate to musical envi.:ronment within the home? 

3. ·Jhtit mu81oel in . trumenta, and ho,, ny, re 
, 

thel'e in the home? o play ·them end how often? Have any 

fem1ly members taken to?1mal mu io 1 in~tr.uction? If so, f'or 

how long? l t 2; e their music pref ;rences? Are eueh music 

preferences possibly related to previous .formal music educa­

tion? Are the oh11dren in the study influenoed in their 

choice of music by that offered 1n the nome? Are any- family 

me . bet-s mus1oians by profession? fl.1st influence, if any, 

does this have upon the music found in the home and tbe mu­

sic l interests or their children? 

16 
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4 • How msny familie have :ra:di,os? How o.ften are 

they playe . ? re the subjects allowed to ope~ate the 

r dio? 

5. How many families make a h bit of listening to 

s eoi.f:1.o :rograms., such as th Metropolitan Opera., the Phil­

harmonic Sym bony., the Bell 'l' le hone Hour., the weky Strike 

Hit · era e, and th H111-Bil1y Hit Pet'ade? Which did they 

refr? 

6. ffo many fam111.ee have honogra.ph ? How many 

an vihEJ.t type of records ere to be found in the various 

collections? Row often were th y r,lsye ? '8e phonograph 

listening ?'elated to radio listening? Whet types of reoords 

did the ch11d.ren refer-? 

i. How long w111 a chil listen atte-nt1 ve1y to mu­

sic? What type of music does he prere:rt Is there a re1a­

tionsh1 between a child ' mufliesl attention and his sge 

,er h:!s ex?. '.Does the ohild res on t o usia he beers by 

dancing, ta pin his feet, clapping his. hands, o:r singing? 

Were · th$ ramtli~a in the ha'b.it_ of having :tnformsl nrusio par­

t1ctipet1on gathe:r.1.ngs in the hom ? How many mothers .sang 

ss they went abOut thei:r household dutie ? 

'!'he subjects s leeted f'or the i,;tudy were the ninety­

two children enro1led in the nur$ery sehools en- kinder­

get>tene or Denton, T xes_. a community of 16,000 citizens. 

O:f the o:riginal number, to:rty-aix were enrolled at the Tex s 

,8t&te College for women, twenty-two in the nursery aohool 
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and twenty-tour in the kindergerten. An equal number were 

enrolled at the North Texas state Teachers Oollege, with 

slxteen in the nursery school and thil .. t1 in tbe k1nde:rgsrten . 

However, for- reasons beyond the control of the 1nvestigsto,:r,, 

several of the original subjects we:re Withdrawn front the 

tudy. Eight of the ehild11&n lived beyond the c ity limits 

of Denton, k1ng i t 1mpoas1ble to oar:r-y en the hoe inter ... 

view upon which the study wss baaed. In $ddit1on, one child 

withdrew r:rom the k1ndergei,t ·n of one demonstration school 

:nd a second, from the nu~ err ehool . 'I'here:f'ora ~ the total 

number of subjects ho . rem ined in the study we.s eighty-two. 

Of' th1 number, ix famil i es hlld two children eaeh in the 

tudy, one en:.rolled in nursery school snd a second in kind r-

g rten, making a total of seventy-six families. The sex 

d.iatribution was thirty-four boys and forty--eight girl · . 

The data fo:r this study ware gathe:r-ed by meens ot a 

ersonal 1nte~v1ew • . The invest.tgetor used a schedule et 

u . for- the purpose ( see Appendix · , c lled 1n the bome of 

each o.f th& eighty ... two subjeete, end intet>v:tewed. eith r the 

mother ()l" g~&in J:>A:rent of' eaoh child in the stuo:y . 

A pre l imina :t>y study or five CliSEHJ w&s made at the 

outset of the pro,jeet. A & result of the an~lys1 of 

these ste, 8 t·e.w changes were made 1n the soha.dttle before 

oont1:nu&t1<>n of th :tntervi . w 11. l'.t was foun sdvis ble to 

rea::r:ran e the order of some of the que.stiqns asked., in the 

interest of bettei• rapport, and to avoid placing undue 



19 

emphas son certain aspects of' the chedul . In additi n; 

the phonograph-reeor oollectj_ons in th ho es, tvhen any ex­

isted, were ounted in terms of the m1mb r of whole ieoes, 

rather than 'by records them.a lves. This lvas d e d dvisa -

le, inc on clsssieal l etiona, es ecielly, one 

i ce may be oontin:1 d on several reco'.llds end therefore 

g v unfa r weight in relationship to th other select::tons. 

t r vj.sing the schedule in these minor respects , the 

i~v stigstor eont'.f.nu d and oompl ted the st dy. 

'!'he stu y would have be~n f's:r mo:re dequste had 

there been a test to determine the degree of' i nfluence music 

had on the subj ct . The originel problem include such a 

t st . The test was designed to aid in tabulati.ng the sub­

ject • a int reat 1n ve:t>1ous types of muelc. Excerpts f' rom 

epresentatj.ve selections of elass1cal, sem1-class1oal., 

. opulsr., an oo boy music we:re chosen. The cowboy musi c 

a inolud d ·th:roughout the stucly because o.f its unusual 

po u arity · mong young children, srticularly in this sec­

tion of' the ooui.rtry . irhe selections to be used had compara­

ble rhythmic patterns., thereby excluding the ossibi lity of 

a oh.oice 'based on rhythm rather t,h n com ositiob. 

The four :repl'ese:ntst1ve selections , e:r transcribed 

on a single diae to eliminate much of the meobanical i noon­

v ·nience of changing record • The children were to e 

test d individually. '!'he te t wa to be divided into two 

sittin s, each bOut l'ifteen minutes in length . It wss 
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explained to the child that he oul d hear two nieces and 

he as to decide h1oh he liked bette1". w matching each 

type of music s gainst the other three ty,:,es it was assumed 

thst the ch1ld 1s prefer nee ould beeo e parent . 

A pr limin ry test was given to three of the ehil­

ren c.npside:t'ed most c J)Sble in the nursery sehool of the 
i 

Texe Steta oollege for llOtnen . The children always chose 

the latter of any two selections played. The children did 

not seem to com rehend the meaning of the an age used in 

giving the directions. They had no under tand.ing o the 

meaning of making a a oice between th · better of two, or 

the rett1er or. two . They consistently chose t e one they 

hee:rd last. 

It e thought the.t perh13ps one aelection could be 

likene to e clown, another to e pare. e, an so forth, and 

then erha s the child ould choo e the same type or music 

each tim. The d1.ff1oulty with such a plan l ay in th feet 

that the ch ld ould be BJ?t to ehoose a 1ec,e because of the 

object or .eetlvity to \J'h1ch it bad een l.ikena ., regardl ess 

or the music he heard . Because no mor s mple test could 

be devised, the idea wss ebandoned. 

Sub jective r ating Of' tha children's interests 1n 

musia was next conside:red. erhepa the teacher could de• 

e1de whet type of music a ahild preferred, and base her 

evs uetion on is ettentton to the verious typea nd hl 
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response to them. !his idea, likewise, was abandoned. There 

was not a sufficient number of teaohe~s working daily with 

the children to qualify as raters . In addition,, man.y sub ... 

jeotive factors would need to be con81dered, such as the 

teacher ' s a,s well es the child• s d1Spoi31t1on on the day of 

the rating, the distracting factors 1n en uncontrolled sitw 

uation, end other cone1derat1ons. 

This study, then, resolved itself to an ,malysis or 

the dete, as represented on the schedule., and limits itself 

thereby to a survey or the musical environment in the homes 

of the preschool children. 



CHA TER III 

PRESENTATION OF D~TA 

A total of sevemty-six f.smilie& was studied in an 

effort to a certe1n the extent and scope of musicsl influ­

ence in the homes. These families represented e total of 

eighty-two children .. In s ix instances there were two chil­

dren 1n the same family, both of whom were included in the 

study, one in the nursery school end the other in the kinder­

garten. 

Table I shows that the ages of th .children ranged 

from thirty-three through seventy-nine months . The mean 

age was sixty months, the mode wes fifty-two months, end 

the median was f1fty-a1X months. These ages were calculated 

from Mareh 1, 1948, wh1oh was taken as an arbitrary date 

181noe it appeared approximately midway 1.n the study. 

For sixty-nine of .the families studied, both parents 

were living in the family unit. For the remaining families 

there ws s one in which the mother was de·ed and the child 

lived with the maternal grandps:rents . Sinoe the grand­

mother had taken the place of the deceased parent, she was 

referred to as a parent throughout the study. The paternel 

grandparents in another case# in which both or the child's 

22 
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TABLE I 

AOE OF 5UBJE0f8 

. . . ' 

in Months .Number of Subjeets Percentage 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60-64 

65 .. 69 

70-74 

75-79 

Total-." ••• 

Mean - 60 months. 
Mode 52 months. 

l 

6 

6 

7 

7 

5 

8 

19 

16 

7 

82 

1.21 

7 .32 

7 .32 

8 .• 53 

8 . 53 

6.10 

9.75 

23.17 

19.51 

8 .53 

100.00 

Median - 56 month s . 
Range - 33 ... 79 month. 

parents bad died., were likewise treated ae parents 1n the 

study, inasmuch as the child bed been in their oare since 

infanoy, In three other cases the fathers bed died., and 

although two widows h&d remarried, the e:r-r1val of the step ... 

tether had been •so recent that no influe.nee on t .he child: 'e 

muaicsl interest• could be e.xpeeted. Three C8$es of di ... 

voroe were ;Pec,orded. None of the fa the rs 1n these broken 

• 
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homes had 11 ved w·1 th the family since before the oh1ld • s 

first birth.day so they w re discounted in the study. One 

of the divorced mothers had remar1 .. 1ed, and since the step ... 

father had been in the home for some time, he was treated 

as s parent . ThPeughout the study., therefore, in order to 

allow for t'amily variations, the tot ls used were seventy­

one fathers end seventy-six mothe1•s. 

Families ranged 1n sir.a f'or total constellation {in­

cluding roomers) fFom three 1n number to twenty-two 1n num­

ber (si.xteen o!' whom were college students) . The di tr1bu­

t1on o:t children is shown in Table II as follows1 twenty­

four had one sister, twenty-three bad one brother, there 

were five oes sin which a ohlld had two brothers, and fi'V'e 

in which e child had two sisters . Two children had three 

sisters and two children hed three brothers • .Another sub­

ject hed two halt-sisters and one·half-brother . '.Sighteen 

of the children were singletons . There were six mete.rnal 

vandmothers and one paternal grandmother living in homes 

with the subjects . There weJ'e two <Ulses in which matex-nal 

grandfathers lived with the families. Four maternal aunts 

lived in homes which ware visited and two maternal uncles 

resided with fem111es 1ntel'v1ewed. One faltlily kept two 

male oollege students as roomers, one famil7 had one male 

student, end one famil.y had sixteen female ·students rooming 

in the home . 'l'wo homes had one female student each e,nd one 



TABLE II 

FAMILY CON$'l'ELIATION 

,, : R letions hip 

Pe.rents 

Original parents .. ...... . . . . ... ... , • • ., .• • 
Widows .. .. ... , .. .. .. ... . . ... ....... . . -· • .• • •• 
Widowers .. .. ..... .. ... ,. ........... .. . . . . , •• ~ .. 
Gl"sndmother in lieu of deceased mother . 
Grandparents in lieu of deceased 

parents . . ... . ...... . ..... . ........ . 
:01 voroed mothers . .... ..... . . ........ . .. . . . 
Stepfa. the rs ••••• • • • • .•• •. • , •• ~ .••• • •.• • • •. • 

Total . .. . ... it •• • • ••• • 

Siblings 

Relationship Per· Subjeot 

One sister ••• • • • . . . . . ·• .. 24 
One brother .• • • ,t .. •· ': . •· •· ·• 23 
irwo sisters .• • • • • • • ~ I M • • • 5 
Two b:rotb rs . .. ... . ,, . .. . , ••• ti • 5 
Thl'ee siste:rs . • • . ·•· ... , . • • 2 
Three brothers ••• • • •. • • • 2 
Two halt-sisters •••• • • •• 1 
One helf'-brother •. ....... 1 

'l'o·tel • • • • • • i • • , • • • •· ... 

68 

l 

1 

l 

71 

Male 

23 

lO 

6 

l 

40 

25 

Female 

68 
3 

l 

1 
3 

76 

Fe1~le 

24 

10 

6 

2 

4'l 



TABLE tI -- CONTINUED 

__ Re_1a_t1o_nah_1p_ , _=··"'_•·_·=:I" ~l'e : : : r °Fe~le 

Other Relatives 

te:rnal grandmothers,. .•.••. ... •••••• 
Patezinel grandmothers •••• • • •• . •••••• 

ternal gr ndfath rs ••.•. • ••••.• ..• 
tarn· 1 ·unts ••.•.. .• .•• • ••.••• •• •••. 

Matern l uncles ............. . .. ..... . 

Tot 1 . •. , •. .. ... 

2 

2 

4 

5 
1 

4 

10 

fam1ly employed e . nur e. These -people living in the ho 
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but not a part of the family const , _llation w re not included 

in the study . A total of 243 pe:rsonsp however, must be 

considered es influenoes in th.e homes of the eighty-two sub­

jects 1n the study . 

Edueetiol'lBlly the parents of the children presentd 

en interesting picture (Table III ) .. Of the combined total 

for bath par nt, 6.86 per .cent attended high school without 

gredusting, 27.42 per oent rece1V$d high school diplomas, 

40.58 per cent had some college tr 1n1ng 'but no degree, 76 .66 

pe~ eent h&d e BSehelor ' s de.gree, 32 . 97 per eent h d Mas­

ter ' s degree, end 15 . 4 9 per cent hsd e Doctor of' Philosophy 

or . Doctor or Medic:tne degree . 

Of' the .fathers in the s tud.y, 4 . 2 per cent bad some 

hi,gh school training without receiving a dipl oma, 16 . 9 r 



Education 

Some his}l school . 

High school 
gl:"aduste ••••.•• 

Some oollege • . •• • 

Bachelor • degree 

aatex• 1a degree .• 

Doctor's degree • • 

TABLE III 

~nuoA~I01 OF A.RRN'I'S 

Father Mot her 

um- Per Num,.. Per 
bar Ceot bet> Cent 

2 4.23 2 2. 63 

11 16. 90 8 10 . 52 

12 16 . 90 18 23 . 68 

19 25 .35 39 51 ,31 

15 21,.13 9 11.84 

12 15 .49 -. ., .. 
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Total 

Num-- :Per 
b r C nt 

4 6 .86 

19 27 . 42 

30 40 .58 

58 76 .66 

24 32 . 97 

12 15.49 

cent gr. dusted from lu.gh sehool but i11ent no furthe:r-., 16.9 

per cent h d at least one y$&l' ot college, 25 .35 per cent 

went on to obtain a Bachelor ' s degree, while 21 .13 per cent 

rec i ved Ml!lster •s degrees and 15 .5 per cant 1"8Cfived Doc­

tor ' s degre s. Of the other, in the study, none had Doc ... 

tor ' s degree . The:re were., how ver, ll .8 per cent With 

ste:r ·•s degrees, 51 . 3 per oent with Sachelol' * deg,:,ees, 

23.7 per, cent who had • t least one yee:r of college., 10 . 5 

per oent who had oompleted high sohool but gone no fuFther, 

nd 2.6 per cent wbo had attended high ,eohool but did not 

f1.n1 ,ah .• 
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Tables IV and V indicate thB t the ooeupetional sta­

tus of the families studied was supe:rior to that or the av­

erage totsl .: opulat1on of the country . The elassi.fication 

of occupations f':rom the Sims Score-card fot- Socio-Economic 

Status was used es the basis f'or rating families. In 

Group I of that elass1fioation (professi onal man, pro­

prietors or large busir1esses, and higher executives), 

TABLE IV 

OOOUPATIONAL STATUS qF FATMERS 

Sims Occups- Fathers er Oent 
tional Class 

Group I 33 47 

Group II 15 20 

Group III 16 23 
I 

Group IV 7 10 

Group V 0 

Total •.. 71 100 
..,._ 

thirty-three fsthe:rs qualified . Of these men , who comprised 

;forty-seven per eent of the se\l'enty-one fathers studied, 

t hirty-three per cent had Doctor's degrees , 36 .4 per eent 

h d Mast r ' s d~grees ., 21 .3 pe:r:- eent had Baehelor ' s degrees, 

s1:x per oent bad only two years of college, end three per 

eent went no further then high school graduation. 



Eduoa-
tion 

High 
School 

1 ••. 
2 ••• 
3 • • • 
4 .••• 

College 
1 . •. 
2 ••• 
~ ... 

• • • 

ost-
grad-, 
uate 

1 • • • 
2 •• • 
3 • •. 
4 • •• 

Total •. 

TABLE V 

EDUCATION OF FATHERS AS ~ELATED TO 
OOOUPATIONAL S~ATUS 

Sims Occupationel G?'oupa 

G!'OUJ) I Group II Group III. Group TV Group V 
-

Num- Per Num ... Per Num- er Num-- Per Num- Per 
'be:ra cent ber Cent ber Cont ber Cent be:r Cent 

2 aB .6 
l 6.3 

1 3 1 6.7 5 31 .3 5 71 .4 

2 6 2 13,3 3 lfL7 
2 13 .3 3 18 ,7 

7 21 .3 8 53 .4 3 18.7 

12 36,. 4 2 13.3 l 6.3 

11 33 .3 

33 47 15 20 16 23 7 10 0 0 
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Total 

Num- Per 
ber Oent 

2 5 
1 1 

12 17 

7 10 

1~ 
7 

24 

15 21 

11 16 

71 100 
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In Group II of the classi f ica t i on {oommerei l serv­

iee , olerical se:rvice.: la:r•ge llll:ld owners , managerial serv­

ice of a lower order than 1n Oroup I, end business pro .. 

p.rieto::t>s employing from five to ten men), fi f tee:n of the 

:rs the1 .. s mre .f'ound, or t enty pe~ cent. None of the a men 

had a Dootor•s degree., 13. 3 J'$r oent of t e fathers in this 

g:roup had t,,taster ' a degree , while 53 . 4 er cent bad. re­

ceived :s&ohelor •s d.egrees; 13~3 r eent had three years of 

college and 13.3 p r oent had two years of college; and 9.7 
per oent had high school diplomas but nothlng further . 

In Group III (art.1sen t,roprietors, petty officials, 

printing trades emplo:,ees, skilled l bo:re:re with some man&­

gerial r -e ponsibiliti.ea, shop owners., and business pro ... 

prieto:rs employing from one to five men), there were six­

t . en et the fethers, or twenty .. three per cent. Of theee 

en., not ny bed Doeto:r •t:1 degree, 6 .. 3 per oent bad s ... 

ter •a degrees, 18 . 7 per cent had Bechelor ' a degree, 18 . 7 

per eent had three ye rs of oollege., 18. 7 per cent .had two 

;veers o!' oollege., 31.3 per oent hsd high sehool diplom&s, 

and 6.3 per cent of the rathel"s had only t ·o years of. high 

school. 

Seven of the tethers, or- ten per eent of the total 

number o.f men, came :.tn Group IV (skilled labor•ers who wo:rk 

for someone else, b'111din.g trsdes., transportstion trades, 

manutaoturing trades in1tolving skilled labor, personal 

se;rtvices and small shop owne~,$ doing their own work). Of 



these men, none had attended college, 71 .4 per cent had 

high school diplomas, and 28 .6 per eent had at least two 

years or high school . 

No fathers came in Group V or the class1f1cet1on 

(unskilled laborers, common l tJbo.ret>s, helpers, vende:r-s, 

end unemployed) • 

The v ·r1ety and range or formal mu$1e education 
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or the various family member$ proved interesting (see Ta• 

ble XX.I in the Appe11dix) • Of the total nuniber or 24 3 per­

sons having a possible influence on the children in the 

study, only thirty ... seven or 15.2 per cent or them ha~ any 

fortMll music education . This edueet1on ranged all the way 

from twe,nty-nine persons or 11 . 5 per cent who had less than 

one yeer of 1nd1v1dual music instruction to parents who 

tsught mu$1c as e profees1on . 

Some of' the homes c,ontained ve:r1ous musical 1nstru­

lnents . These ranged from the home with e ha:rmonica to 

one with two pianos, of which one we a Baby Gr-end. Ot' 

the seventy .... &ix families intel"viewed., forty-eight per cent 

or them had some instruments . 0.f this number., eighty-two 

per cent were pianos. One tem1ly hed a child ' s as well es 

an adult • a violin. Anothe~ temily had .e p1sno, a gu1 tar , 

a F:rench harp, and a eaxophene. Some families had a pisno 

and e v1o11n, or e piano and various wind inst.rutnents . 

The fem111ea 1ntel'v1ewed who owned instruments 

showed e wide vari&tion 1n the frequency with which they 
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lsyed the instruments. In .fifty-nine pe:r cent of the thir­

ty-seven fam111es who owned instruments, they were played 

dail y. F.ormal music 1nst:r'Uct1on wss being taken by f1f .. 

teen falllily members st the time of the interviews. Of 

the·se fifteen oases., one mother, one· unole, twelve sistex-s 

end brothers were taking lessone . In the family in whl.ch 

the mother took les,o.ns., the brother of the subject in the 

same household took lessons. 1'hree subjects were tsking 

lessons themselves at the t1me of the interviews. 

Of the various :family members, a tota.1 of 144 per ... 

. sons., sixteen mothers, nine rsthers, fifteen sisters, 

eight brothers, two aunts, two uncles, end one grand.mother 

were able to plsy instruments and did so 1n the home. How­

ever, nine of the th1t-t.y-se'fen instrument.s, or 24 . 3 per 

cent, were seldom played., and in three cases or 6.5 per oent 

of the eases the instruments we.re not pla yed s t ell . 

The type of music played on instruments was clas­

sical in only nine instancses. In tw<;, oases seml ~-class1cal 

mus1o Wtils pleyed., while thJ;>ee persona played popular 

pieces, one pl.eyed :religious musie, one played cowboy music., 

a.nd t wo played nursery rhymes, lU8rohe , snd ·Christmas 

carols . In rour·teen eeses the mus1o wes taken. from musio 

1nstruot1on books ubed 'by childre·n taking musie lessons. 

It would seem that instrumental music was incidental and 

little , if any, apparent influence upon the eh11d ts choice 
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of' mus1c eould be traced to 1llstrumenta1 music in t:he home& 

of people interviewed. S1noe, the child's interest as not 

Objectively meesut-ed, it is impossible to know whether any 

influenee might have taken plaoe~ 

The dste on .radios !en the homes revealed thet nine­

teen families owned one radio, thirty-tour families had two 

radios, fourteen families had three rtidioa, six .fsm111e$ 

had four ;redioe, &nd three .families h.&d five :r•adioa {Ta­

ble VI). The mean number o.f radios wee 2.2 radios per 

Radios 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total •• 

TABlE VI 

RADIOS PER FAMILY 

Number of Families 

0 

19 

34 

14 

6 

3 

76 

Pet' Oent 

0 

25 .00 

44.74 

18. 42 

7.89 

3. 95 

100 . 00 

·ramily, while the mode wae 2 , 71 and the median was three. 

The average number o.f hours the radio played music 

weekly was next inve&t1gated. This, :rather than• daily 



34 

average, waa used beeause 1 t was eonsidered mo.x-e accurate. 

It wes found thst radios played from two to forty ... nine hours 

per week with · mean of 15.3 hours (Table VIl). r.t'he median 

was 24 .. 5 hours and the mode was nine hours . The subjects 

for the moat part ere allowed to -ope:rate the radios in the 

homes., although eight or the _-_ubjects Wel'e not permitted 

to -do so. 

TABLE VJ:I 

AMOUM OF MUSIC OJ lWlIO PER ~'EEK 

Hours Number of Families Per Oent 

o-4 11 14.14:8 

5·9 19 25 .00 

10 .. 14 17 22 . 24 

15-19 2 2 463 
, 

20-24 11 14 .48 

25·29 8 10.53 

30-34 2 2 ,. 63 

35-39 3 3.95 

40--44 2 2.63 

45 ... 49 l. l . _31 

Total •. . • • •. 76 100.00 
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Interesting radio prefe:renoes were noted. Among 

the rnothera who had a oho ice, 28. 95 per cent pref'er?Jed 

clflssieal mus10, 21 .05 per cent cbose taem.1 ... elassieal, 

17 . ll pe:r cent preferred popular danoe music, 2 •. 63 per 

cent ebo,se :religious .musie, 1 . 31 per oent enjoyed cowboy 

music, l . 3 pe:r eent pPefe~:red comedy radio programs, while 

27 .~~ par cent hed no choice. '!'Sble VIII shows program 

preferences for both mothers an . fathers . 

TABLE Vlil 

RADIO PREFERENCES OF PABBN.'l'S 

Father Mother 
Type or Mus1e 

Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 

Claeei cal • •• ••••• • • • 17 23 . 94 22 28 . 95 

SenDi-olass1ea1 • ••••• 12 16. 90 16 21.05 , 

Popular ••• •••• •••• • • 8 11 .27 13 17 .11 

Religious •.• . . . . . . -. ~ 2 2 . 82 2 2 _63 

Cowboy •••• • .• • ••••• .•• l 1.41 l 1.31 

Comedy •• • • • • • • • • • • • • l 1 . 41 1 1~31 

No choice .. . .... . .. . ~ ... 30 42~25 21 27 .63 

'fotal • • •• .• , • 71 100 . 00 76 100,00 



Among the seventy- one .fathers who showed. a prefer­

ence in nrus1o listening, 23.94 per cent ehose o.lassical mu­

sic on th ' ;radio, tmile- 16. 90 :per cent proferred semi-
' 

classical music, 11 . 27 per cent sbo ed a reference for 

popula:r• denee tnusio J 2 .82 er eent enjoyed religious music , 

1 .. 41 per cent liked cowboy muslo., and a11other l,, 41 per 

eent enjoyed comedy,. or the r.ath$rs, 42 .ES per cent had 

no pref erence in mus1,e entel'.'ta :tnment o·n the radio . 

An e.ff'ort v,aa next made to 1nve.stigate the .effect 

of' eduontional leve l s of ·_ arents and radi o :pr ef'ereneee . It 

was f'ou·nd th t 41.4 per cent of the men who hed any ehoiee 

to niaka enjoyed clesaio.ml music {Table IX) , o:e these men., 

23 . 53 per oent were holders of e Dooto:r • s degree; 41 ~27 pe.:r• 

cent, the 1rt! jority 1n this group of men, had Master ' s de­

greesJ while 23.53 per ~e.nt had Bachelor 's degrees. Men 

who had some eoll ge training without 0ompleting their 

cour$es t'epresented 11 . 77 par eent. ofthe gt>cmp. Classie 1 

musie was not enjoyed by $ny of thf men w.nose eduoation 

was limited to high school. That'e we:rie no m~n who hsd high 

school d1plomss or less who enjoyed o14lss1cs1 music. 

Among the twelve fetheirs ox, 16 , 9 per eent who en­

joyed sarni-classieal mua1e on th$ rad1(>, eventeen pe:r 

o nt wer,e holders or a Doctor ' s egree, another> seventeen 

per oent had earned M&ste:t •s degree, anoth r seventeen 

per oent had e rned Bec!h lor •s deg:rees, attd the r ma:tn1ng 

thirty- three per cent had graduated .from high s,chool . 
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TABLE IX 

RADIO PHEFERENCE OF FAT}IERS AS :RELATED TO EDUCATION 

... 

Education 

Listening Tot 1 er 
raf rene Some High Sonte Bache- Mas - Doo- Cent 

High SohooJ Ool- lor•s ·ter•s tor's 
· School Grad .. lege Degree Degree Degree 

Classical ••• 2 4 7 4 17 23 . 94 
Semi-clas;;. 

sioal .. , .. . 4 4 2 2 12 16 . 90 
Popular ~ .. .. . . l 1 5 . l 8 11 . 27 
Religious .• • , l 1 2 12 . 82 
R1ll-b1J.ly. • l l 1 .41 
Oomedy •••••• l l 1.41 
.No choice . ,,, 6 8 5 6 5 30 42 .25 

Total •• . . 2 11 12 19 15 12 71 100.00 

·eroent ge 

' 

Classical. a . ll.77 23 .53 41 .27 23.53 100 . 0 
Sem1 ... e1a ... 

ioa 1 •• •.• 33.00 33 .00 17.00 17 .00 100 . 0 
Popular ••••• 12.5 12 . 5 62 .5 12 .• 5 100.0 
Religious ;. , 50.0 50,0 100 .. 0 
Hill-billy ,. 100 . 00 100.0 
Comedy ....... 100 . 00 100 . 0 
No ehoioe ~ • • 



Eight or 11.2 per cent of the fathers showed a pref­

erence for popular dance music. Of this group of n a ma­

jority, 62 . 5 per cent, had Baehelor •s degrees. Twelve and 

five-tenths per oent of the fathers had Doctor ' s degrees, 

enother 12 . 5 per cent had graduated from high school, and 

the other 12 .5 per cent had some high school training but 

had not completed the course . There wel:'e no men with s­

ter •s degrees who chose modern music. 

Only two fathers or 2 . 8 per oent preferred religious 

music . One of these men had some high school training but 

no diploma, wh.1le the other was a college gz,aduate with a 

Bachelor ' s degree . One father who had some oollege educa­

tion but no degree enjoyed. cowboy music more then any other 

type of music . AnotheP father, who had attended college 

without completing the course, njoyed comedy and d.id not 

care for music et ell . 

A indicated in Table X, the various mothers in the 

study showed en emezingly similar picture to that of' their 

husbPnde . or the seventy- ·1x mothers with definite prefer­

enc ir.i music, 28 . 9 per cent oho e classical listening . 

Of thee, twenty ... two mothers or 9 . 09 per cent had graduated 

from high chool, 4.54 per cent had some college training 

but not a degree, 73 .27 per cent had .received Bachelor ' s de­

gre , while the remaining 2 .6 per cent had star's degreeq. 

Among the 21 .0 per cent or sixteen mothers who pre­

ferred semi-elaasical music on the radio, 13.l per cent had 
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TABLE X 

RADIO PREFERENCE OF MOTHERS AS RELATED TO EDUCATION 

Edueation 

Listening Total Por 
Pr f renee Some High Some BSche- Mas- Doe- Oent 

High School Col ... lor ·•s ter •s tor •s 
School Gr d . lege Degre Degree Degree 

Number 

Cla ioa l •• • 2 l 17 2 22 28 . 95 
Semi-oles-

1oal. ; , •• 10 6 16 21 . 05 
Popular •• · .... l 3 l 8 13 17 . 11 
Rel1g1ou • • • 1 1 2 2 .63 
Cowboy, •• • •• 1 l 1 ., 31 
Comedy ••••• • 1 1 1 . 31 
No choice •• • 1 6 7 7 21 27 . 63 

Total •••• 2 8 18 39 9 76 99. 98 

eroent ge 

Cl i c l •. •· 9 ,. 09 4 '54 ' • • 
77 .27 9.09 100 . 0 

Semi• olas -
Si e l. • • .. • 62 . 50 37 .50 100.0 

Popular •.• • ,. 7 . 69 23 .07 7.69 61 .. 53 100 . 0 
R 11g1ou ••• 50 . 0 50. 0 100 . 0 
Hill-billy •• 100 . 00 100 . 0 
Comedy • • ~ •• • 100 . 0· 100. 0 
No ohoioe •.•• 4.76 28 ,57 33.33 33 . 33 100 . 0 
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some college background and 37 .50 per cent bad Bachelor•a 

degrees .. No others in this group Md gone to bi.gb school 

without finishing, or gone no f'urthe.r than high school. 

None of the others h d Maeter•s degrees . 

Thirtee mothers or nineteen per cent preferred 

popular dan()e music . Sixty-one and fifty .. thr e hundredths 

or th group had Bachel o:r•s degrees, while 7 .69 per cent 

had some college training without completing the require­

ments for graduation; 23 . 07 par oent were high school gr d­

ua t and 7. 69 per cent had some high ,school training but 

no diplomas • 

Li.ke the fathers, two mothers or 2 .6 per cent also 

chose religious listening. Of this group, .t'1fty per eent 

had a Bachelor• s degree and fifty per oont had som~ high 

school bUt no diploma . One mother, 100 pr cent, who had 

high sohool diploma enjoyed eo1111boy nrus1.c most end 

' another mother, 100 :per cent, likewise a high school grad­

uete, cboae comedy progr~ms 1n preference to nrusio programs . 

Among the ohildren who lietened to radio mus10, 

eighteen or 21 . 95 per oent preferred eowboy muele, six o:r, 

7 . 32 pe:r eent enjoyed el&s$.1oal music, f1 ve or 6 . 10 per cent 

l iked semi- olsss1eal musie ,. twelve or 14 .63 per cent pre­

ferred popular mua1e, twenty-five or 30 . 49 per cent pr rerred 

dther- types of mus 10., one or l. 22 per oent had no ehoioe, 

and the re aining fourteen or 17.07 per cent preferred 

merehes . Table XI shows the subjects ' N ldio preferences. 
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TABLE XI 

SUBJECTS • · DIO PREFERENCE 

Clase1eal . . 

Sem1,...cl. saic&l 

• • • 

Popular. 

Religious 

• • J 

• • • 

. . 
• • 

. •· 

Per Cent 

• • • • . ~ . . ~ 

• . • . ' .••• 6.10 

. ..... • • • · • 14 .,63 

• • • • • • • • • 1 . 22 

Oowboy ••• 

Other types 

• • • • • • . . . . . .. • 21 . 95 

• • • • • • a • • • • • • 48.78 

Total • • • 100 . 00 

ii1 

Of the combined total of mothers end tether 1n­

olud.ed 1n the tudy, forty-eight OI' 63.1 per eent b d no 

choice 1n music . Of this ,number sixty-two per oent we1~0 

tethers. In this gl'OUp twenty per cent of the men had high 

, school diplomas, 26.68 p r cent had some colleg . training 

without having r>$ce1ved ~eg:rees, 16.6 per oent had Baohe­

lo~ •a dagrEtes, twenty peir oent had Master ' oegrees, nd 

16. 66 per cent had Doe tor • ·s degrees • 

Eighteen mothers or 2!h3 per c ent showed no mu ic 

eho1ee. Of thie numbet- 9 . 09 per cent were high school grai­

ue tet i 4. 54 per cent bed some eollege t:re1n1ng but no de­

grees., 77.28 pe:r cent, a majority, had Baobelor •s degrees, 
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end 9. 09 per cent had their Master ' s degrees . It is ev1de,nt 

tha t these figures are wid l;r scatte:red and show no trends 

eoncerning a lack of music favorites in rEtlatio.nship to the 

degre oi' education of the people who fall 1:n this class~ 

Examples of :ravo:ri te musical progNu.ns ere included 

1n the sehedule 1n an effort to obtain a general picture of 

broad 11sten1ng interests among the various pe.ople included 

in the study. Examples ot clat!.s1cal, light classical, and 

semi•clssaical, o:f' popular and oo . boy mue.10 were ineluded . 

Unless ram~lies made a hab1t of listening to the various 

program$ included (Sunday Philharmonic Symphony, Metropoli­

tan Opara Series, Bell Telephone Hour, Firestone Hour, Lueky 

Strike Hit Parade., end Mill- Bill y Hit Parade}, no record was 

made inasmuch as periodic, spa.$modio listening would hardly 

indi.ea t e any reel interest in the t?l)e of mus1e offered on 

the v&rious programs. A number of families listened to more 

than one or the various types included . Table XII sho 

that, as a whole, 13 .. 3 per eentl l .1stened tc, . the opera regu­

larl y, 34 . l per cent enjoyed the Sunday eympbon7, 90.8 per 

oent wE1r e 1n the habit of liatenine; to the Bell Telephone 

or Fires tone .Hour-s, 23.2 per cent wex-e in tba habit or li ten-

ing to the :Woky Stx-ikeit Hit Parade., nd 7,.9 pel' oent m.9de s 

hebit of listening to one ot the tl1ll~B11ly Bit Parades, of 

which there ere e.e,reral in this aeot1on of the United States. 

Only e1.ght or 10.5 per cent of the ram111es listened to 811 



'l'ABLE XII 

RADIO PROGRAM PREFERENCES 

Programs Li stened to Regularly 

Metropolitan Opera onl y • . • •• •••••• • •• • ••• 

Philhsrmoni o Symphony only • • •• •••• ••••••• 

Bell Telephone or F1Nstone Bour only •••• 

IJ.Joky Strike E1 t Parade . . . . ... .. ... ....... . 

H1.ll - Billy Hit Parade .. .... .. .. .. ...... . . . 

Opera a ymphony ••.••• • •• •• •.•••• •• •••••.• 

Opera Bell Telephone Hour ••••••••••• •• 

Opera tueky Strike Hit Pei rade • • •• . • ,, • • 

Oper e Hill-Bi lly Hit Parade •• , .• , • •••• 

Opera • - symphony - ~ Bell Telephone Hour . 

Opera -- symphony ... ~ t uokr Strike H1t 
Parade .• • •... . . . •• -• .. . _. •• •.. .• • • .. . .. ... . 

Opera -· symphony -~ K1ll ... B111y Bit 
Parade . ............ .. . .. . ....... . .... . 

Opera-.. l3ell Telephone lio\,lr • .• •••••• •••• 

Opera - - Bel l Telephone 11our -- Hilly-
Billy Ii t Parade • . . . .. ... ... . . . .. . .. . . 

Opera --- Luoky Strike Hit Parade -- Hi ll• 
Bil ly Hit Parade • ••• • ••••• .• • • . .•..•. 

Oper a - - symphony, Firestane Hour., -,­
Luoky St rike 111 t Parade , ..• •• • en • ••• • 

Oper a - - sym hony, bloky .Strike Hit 
Par a de , Jl1l l-'B111y Hit Parade , • ••••• 

Opera -- FirestDne Hour., Luoky Str ike 
ID. t Pare.de • .•..• • .• ,. • • • • • . ..•• • .• . •• • 

Dumber Per Cent 

0 0 

0 0 

10 13.16 

2 2.63 

0 0 

0 0 

2 2.63 

0 0 

l 1 . 32 

5 6.58 

l 1 .32 

2 2.63 

l 1.32 

2 2 .63 

0 0 

9 11 .84 

0 0 

1 1.32 



TA~LE XII-• OON~ll!mED 

Programs Uste.ned to Regularly 

Symphony -- Lucky 8tt?ike Hit Parade." •.•• 

Symphony -- Ei11-B1lly liit Parade •• • • •• .. 

Symphc>ny - ·- :Bell Telephone Hot1:r .... .. .... . 

Symphony..,._ !ell Telepborte Rou:r;,, Lueky 
St:rike Ri t arade .. ... . ......... - .• ••• 

Symphony -- Bell 'l'elephone Hour, Hill-
B1lly li1. t Parade • . ,,. ..... ,. .. .. .. • •• • • • • 

Symphony -· Bell 'l'elephone Jlou:r, Lua.ky 
St:rike Hit arade, B1ll-B1lly Hit 
Parade ••••••• , ......... ...... .. ... . ... .. 

Bell Telephone Hour, Luaky Strike Hit 
Pa:r-ade • • · ••.•••••• a . ..... . . .. ... .. ... . . . . 

Bell Telephone Hour., Hill-Billy JU.t 
. ,a:vade , ....... .... . ....... , •• • • •· • • • •· • • • , • 

Bell Telephone Hour, Luoky Strike Hit 
Parade, Kill•Billy Hit a:t'&de •• .••. • 

'11loky 5t.l»ike Jllt Parade, Hill ... B1lly Hit 
Pa :red · • ~ • • " • • • • • • • • .• • ,. .. • • • • • .• • •. • • • • , 

Opera, sympho.ny, Bell Telephone Hour, 
Lucky Strike !I1t Par1ed..e, Mill•Billy 
Hit arade ~ ., • • •••• • .. •.. ,. •• • ~ ••••••.••• 

None : • . . ... \ • •• • • • ,. , • .• • • , ••• , • •••• I • •• . • ., •• ., • . • , • • ., • 

'fotsl • • ~· ••.••.••••• ., 

Number Per cent 

2 2.63 

0 0 

8 10.52 

12 15.79 

2 2 .63 

l 1.32 

5 6.58 

0 0 

4 5.26 

1 1.32 

2 2 .• 63 

3 3.95 

76 1('10 .oo 

types of programs, and two or 2 . 6 · e:r oent of the families 

d.1d not listen to any of theni, 



Some tam111eJ listened to certain of the programs 

regula r l y but omitted otl1ers. Of this group, no families 

listened to the opera and the symph~ny only. Two families 

or 2 ~6 :per cent listened to the o er nd Bell Te1ephone 

Hour only, while one family or 1 . 3 per oent listened only 

to the ope:r,s and t .he eowboy progJ?snu~. No famtl1e repo:rted 

list.e.ning to the opera end the modern tavorite ot the Lucky' 

Strike Hit P&rade to the exclusion of 11 other t ypes of 

programs. One f .amily or l ,.3 per cent listened t o the opere, 

the Bell 1relephone Hour., and the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 

regularly, but to none of the other typee of programs. No 

fe.m111es l istened to the opera, the Lucky Strike Jtit Parad , 

end the Hill-1:U.lly lU t :Parade alone. Fi'Ve t"e.a1l1es or 6 . 5 

per cent enjoyed the op.era,, th symphony, end the Bell Tele­

phone hottr:regularly.. Two ram111es ot' 2,6 per eent listened 

to the opera, the symphony, flnd the Rill-B-illy Hit Parade 

and another two fsm1lies or 2 ,6 per oent prefe1rr,ed the ope:r,, 

the Bell Telephone Hour, end the Hill-Billy R1 t PtJ rade .. 

One family or l .3 per oent listened ta all the different 

types or progre.m. except the Grpe;re .• 

There wer no rem111es who listened only to the sym­

phony. ho families o:r 2 . 6 pe;r, cent listened onl y to the 

SN,JltlPhony end the Lucky Strike Hit a:rsde, while twelve fami­

lies or 15.8 per oent were in the habit or listening to the 

ympbony, the Bell Telephone Rour, end th Lucky Str1k 
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m.t Parade. Eight ram111~s or 10.5 per cent 11stened to the 

symphony and the Bell Telephone Hour to t he exclusion of the 

other types of programs . Two families or 2.6 per oent en­

joyed the symphony.,. the Bell telephone Hour, and the Hill­

Billy Bit arede, while no .families reco:rd.ed listening to 

the Si7l,Uphony end. th& :Rill-Billy lI1 t :Parade alone, or to the 

symphony., .the utoky StPike Hit Parede, end the H1.ll ... B1lly 

it Parade to the exclusion of the other types or programs. 

One f amily or 1 . 3 ~r cent listened to sll types of progra!lls 

except the symphony. 

Five f amilies or 6 . 5 per cent e.njQyed the Bell '?ele­

phone Hour and the Lucky StP1ke lilt Parade only, while ten 

families- or 13 . l per cent i ndicated that they woul d rsthJ:r­

l i sten to the Bell 'l'elepho.ne Hour and not to any othe.r pro­

gram 1no,luded 1n the schedule . No family chose only the 

Bell Telephone Bour and the H1ll-Billy Hit Parade .. There 

,wes , likewise, no family which liked ell programs except the 

Bell Telephone Hour . 

Two r am111e.s or 2 ,. 6 per cent liked the Lucky Strike 

Bit arade to the exclusion ot ell other types of musical 

program, on the schedule, while an aq:uel. number preferred 

all other types of programs to the Lucky Strike Hit Parade . 

Four families or 5 . 2 pet> oe:nt liked the tuoky Strike Hit 

Parade, the Bell 'l'ele,phone Hour, and the Hill-Billy Hit 

Pel'ede~ One family or l.3 i,er cent enjoyed the Lucky St r ike 

'.Hit Parade and the :hill-Billy Bit Pereda to the e.xolusion of 
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other types of programs. Nine families or 11.8 per oent 

11ked all tYT,>e or. progrems except the ilill•Silly Hit er de , 

No families liked the Bill-Billy Eit Parade only . 

The; rt :xt· onns1dera tion will be the ownel'.'sh1p and the 

listening habits or families with phonographs. The ~videnee 

1.ndicates, in some instances., siln1la.r1ty with the .f1nd1ngs 

eonoe,:,ning inte:rest 1n :radio list.ening, whe:rea in others 

the prererenee· are quite different. 

Table XI!I shows that in forty-one cases or 54 .oo per 

cent ot the total soventy-six families 1n the tudy, there 

was at least one phonograph in the home. Eight families 

or 10" 53 per oent had two phonogrsphs., \11hile one family 

NUmber 

TABLE XIII 

NUMBER OF' PHONOOAAPHS PER FAMILY 

Of Phonographs Nt:nttber 

0 

1 

e 

3 

'l'otsl •• .•• 

Mesn - .7 pbenogreph. 
Mode .... l phonograph. 
Med:tsn - 1 ,5 phonographs. 
Range ... 0•3 phonogrephs . 

or Families 

26 

41 

8 

1 

76 

Pe:r Cent 

34-.22 

5lf .OO 

10.53 · 

1.37 

100 . 00 
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rwported having three phonogl'>aphs. '11wenty-s1.x .families or 

34. 22 p&r eent had no phonogrcaph in the home. Of tha fami­

lies having phonogr phs, t wo famil ies or 2 .6 er eent re ... 

ported broken pbonogrephs. Two tsmilies could not estimate 

the number of reeo.t>ds in their collections an(! it was im­

possible to tabulate sny dat on them. In one instance a 

mother reported tluit the filmll7 phonograph was ke:Pt st th 

msternal . gr .endmotherte home because of an 1nsu.ff1c1 noy of 

space in the subject ' s home~ Since the subjeat end his 

fa ily used the honograph x-egulerly eaeh week, it was con­

sider d suffie:tently 1nf'luent1al to be included in the 

study.. Win ot the children studied had their own phono­

graphs. The average numbe~ of phonographs for the seventy­

six families wee found to b& 0 .,7 ~ with the mode, one, and 

the median, l,5 phonogaphs .. 

Phonograph li telling habits varied neet-ly aa widely 

'as did radio listening.. Among the f1.fty ta,milies a a ·whol 

in which one or inore pbon~grephs were .found, twenty-six per 

eentl enjo,yed oless:1.esl musie, nineteen ,er cent prefer~ed 

semi-oles ieel music, another nineteen per eent chose popu­

lat- denoe music, n1ne.-tenths per cent :referred religious 

select:t.ons, eight per cent enjoyed cowboy mus1o, n the re­

maining twenty--.seven per oent p:re.t•e:rxied nu~sery :rhymes, 

m.a:rchee" end Ohr1.s tms.s csl'ols. Two phonogJ-e phs or o. 4 per 

oe,nt were broken a could not be used by the :ftmily &nd 

were there.fore, discounted from the study . 



T bl XIV in 1.eetee the fJ "e t'e ges, the .number, end 

the type.s o:r pbonog.t-aph records available in the homes of 

the subjects . 

TABLE XIV 

AVERAGES., NUMBEfi, Am> 'I'TI'ES OF PRONOGRAPH RECORDS 

.. 

Types of' Records Mean Mode Median 
!Gt .1 Number 
or Recor ds 

-

, 

Class1oe1 •• • • •• •.. • 8.8 10 lO 404 

8em1-clas ioal •••.• 7.75 8 13 322 

opulsr . •• •. . ..••• • 15.9 6 7 732 

Religious •• • •••••.• 2. 6 6 6 118 

Cowboy. • • •••• .••• .• , • • 3.0 l 6 139 

Nursery rhymes~ • • •• 5.06 6 6 253 

Others •• ..••• •• .. .... • 3.4 5 5 156 
- - .. 

Total •. •• •• 46 .51 42 53 2,124 

Average • . • , 6.64 6 7.57 
.. 

A ms jo.ri ty of the mothers, fifty per oent, referred 

elass1oel reoo:rd,tJ, while twenty-s&ven peri cent enjoyed the 

sen.d.-olassic l recordings, and the re11s1m1:ng twenty- three 

per cant p:referred the l)opular dance reoords. 

Among the fathers e IMjor1ty, thirty-seven per oent, 

preferred the semi-c;Hu1s1ae1 :records, where $ twenty-, ix 

pe:r eent enjoyed the elaseiesl rec-or>ds, th1:rt,. ... two per cent 
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ehose opular dance l"acordm , nd the remaining .f1 ve per eent 

of' th r thers pref r:red cowboy nn..1sic. 

Sisters of the ve:Fious subjects seemed to sho, a 

p:refe:rience for the popular, dance records; 18.75 per eent 

of the girls chose po~ular dttnee records, while 8 .33 per 

cent pref erred class1o&l reaords, and ,8 .• 33 !)er cent ohosa 

semi-ola ssical. Four teen and f1ve•·tent:hs per cent se­

lected cowboy reoordings , and the remaining 27.08 per cent 

showed a re.ta enoe for other reeo;rd:ings, 1nclut:Ung stories, 

Ohr1stma s carols., and. nursez;y rJ,ymea. 

O.t"' the brothers of su.bjects, 37 .. 5 per a$nt likewise 

chose :ree-ordi ngs which included s tories, nursery rhymes, 

and Christmas carols, while twenty--five per cent or the 

brothere prererred cla:ss ieal records . Another twenty-five 

per cent chose popular dsnee records l!:l.nd the rems1n1ng 12. 5 

pel> cant of the boys enjoy$d cowboy nms:te . 

Two thirds of th ott1ers living in the homes, in­

cluding aunt.s, ·unele&, Poomers, and g:randperents , preferred 

sem1-clsss1oal record.1ngu, while the remaining one third en-· 

j.oyed the olsesioa.l phonog:N'ipb l'eoords. 

The numbe'.t' or pho.nogreph records 1n the :forty-eight 

homes in hioh pho.nogrsphe were found ranged f:rom three to 

246 :r&oorde. The average number of :veoords was 46.7, 

while the median was 60 . 5 and the mode we$ eighteen. The 

mean of the cleseical reco:ttd:$ was 8j,8, with the median, ten, 

and the mode, ten.. The range of ;records o·f this type s 
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from one to forty. Ot the sem1.-.c1essieal variety., the 

me n of records w s seven, while the med1$n wa.s thirteen 

a.nd the mode, eight. The range 1n the number or records or 
this type extended from one to seventy ... f1ve. Of the popul r 

denoe recorde, ths mean was 15.9, the mode was six, e.nd the 

median was seven. The range in the number ot :records of' 

this type was from one to 125 . Of the family g:Poups who 

had cowboy reeords 1n their oollections 1 the mean number 

or records was three, while the mode was one and the median, 

six . The range in the number or records or this type was 

from one to thirty-s1.x. 1'he mean of the religious reoords 

was 2 ,6, while the mode we& st..x, and the median, six. The 

numbe:r of r 'CO:t-ds 1n this cless1t1eetion ra·nged rrom one to 

.fort 7. The mean of the 11u:Ni&ry ,_.ecords we s 5 . 06.. the 

mode Wlil-& six, and the m.ftdian was six- There were from one 

to twenty-four re.00:;r,ds in this olaes1f1eet1on. Other types 

, of record& included stories end recu;,l'ds upon which there 

waa no mu$1C, In tld.e oless the mean or the reoord was 3. 4, 

with the mode round to be five and the median, five. Il'l 

eighteen oe,ses p&N.tnts had no cl.esa1eal records, while 

seventeen parents had no semi-classioal records, eight 

parent& had no l!)Ol)ular dance records, thirty-one parents 

hiad no cowboy records, twenty•seven parents had no :religious 

:recorde, twelve })l!lrents had no nursery rhymes, and twenty• 

two parents had no story records . 



52 

From the above tabulations regarding musical back­

ground end interests in the home, certein oomparisons be­

come possible. An effort was made to ascertain whether 

those families having phonographs used their radios ss 

much as families not having phonograph. Among the forty­

eight f m111es having one or mo~e phonographs the v.erage 

number of hours the radio played was 16 . 2 per week . The 

mode of the group we.s 6,.6 hours end the median was 24 .5 

hours . The range in this group wee from two to forty-four 

hours weekly ('fable XV) . Amo.ng the twenty- ight fami lies 

No 

Bour.es 
Music 

TABLE XV 

AMOUNT OF RADIO .LISTENING IN RELATION TO 
PHONOGRAPH OWNERSHIP 

Phono-gre ph in Home Phonog:ra ph in Home 
- ' 

or Radlo Hours of Radio Families Per ,ek Families MUsic Pe:r · teek 

0-4 4 o-4 9 
5-9 8 5-9 11 

10-14 . 6 10-14 7 
15-19 l 15 ... 19 3 
20-24 4 20-24 9 
25-29 4 25-29 2 
30-34 0 30--24 2 
35-39 0 ?5-39 3 
40-44 l o-44 2 

Total • • o: •• 28 48 
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having no phonograph it was found that the radio played on 

:n average of 13.8 hours weekly, with a mode of 7.5 hours 

and median of 22 . 5 hours . ~he range for this group was 

from two to rorty-two hours per week . 

Another interesting oomJ)erison was next considered 

to see whether the parents, either or both of whom preferir d 

ciassieal records, would have larger eollections or phono­

graph :reeo~ds of th15 type then other families . These date 
' are pre en:be in Table XVI . For the twenty-three fam111 s 

in this group, the v .rage percentage or cl ssieel records 

wss 38.3 , with the mode of 22 . 5 and the median, 37 .5. Of 

the remaining forty-eight families, twenty-five preferred 

other types or record to the clas ical . '!'he mean was 2ijl 

per cent . However, beeause of the difference in the d1 -

tr1bution b tween the two t bles, the mode and the median 

are the more 1gnifieant figur s. In the case of tho e 

, .families ho pr ferred .non-classic · l music, the median 

was f'i.fty per eent end the mode as two . The wide variance 

between the mod as well ass simila:r varianee in the me­

dins of the two groups indie tes the vast differenoe in 

range between the two tabulations and is more reveling 

th n the means. 

A total of fo:rty- four parents -- twenty-six mothe:rs 

end eighteen fathers ... .. preferred class1eel music fO];t phono­

gr ph 1;stening. However~ only eighteen per cent or these 

people had a majority of their reoords in the classic l group . 
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TABLE XVI 

RO ·OR'l'ION OF CLASSICAL RECORDS IN RELATION TO 
PBEFERENOE FOR OLASBIOAL MUSIC 

Parent Prefers Clsssioel Parent Prefers on-
Music elsssical MUiia 

sioal Ree- Per Cla.ssicel flee-
ords ; Per Cent Femi• Cent ordsJ .Per Oent Fami-

Total Of of Total lies or lies 
Colleetion oase Collection 

o-4 1 4.34 0- 4 16 

5- 9 l 4 .34 5 ... 9 l 

10 ... 14 2 8.69 10-14 2 

15-19 3 13.04 15-19 1 

20--24 6 26 . 09 20- 24 l 

25 ... 29 1 4 .34 25-29 2 

30-34 3 13 .04 30-34 l 

35-39 2 8.69 35- 39 0 

40--44 0 0 40--44 l 

45-49 2 8.69 45-49 0 

50-54 0 0 50-54 0 

55-59 l 4 .34 55- 59 0 

60-64 0 0 60-64 0 

65-69 0 0 65 .. 69 0 

70 ... 74 0 0 70-74 0 

75-79 0 0 75-79 0 

54 

Per 
Oent 
or 

oas a 

61 . 53 

3.84 

7 . 69 

3.84 

3.84 

7 . 69 

3.84 

0 

3.84 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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TABLE XVI -- COWfI:NlJED 

Perent refers 01ess1cal 
Music 

Clessieal Rec- Par 
ords; Per Cent Fami- Oent 

of Total lies of 
Collection Cases 

80-84 0 0 

85-89 0 0 

90-94 0 0 

95-99 0 0 

100 l 4 .34 

Total • •••• 23 100 

Mean - 38.32 per cent . 
Mode - 22 . 5 per cent-. 
Medien - 50. O per cent 
Range - 0-100 per cent . 

Parent Prefer, Non ... 
classical Music 

Ol$as1cal Ree- Per 
ords; Pet> Cent Fam1- Gent 

of '!otal lies of 
Oolli.eotion Ce.sea 

80-84 0 0 

85-89 0 0 

90 9~- 0 0 

95-99 0 0 

100 0 0 

26 100 

-
Mean - 2 .. 1 per cant . 
Mode - 2~0 per dent . 
Median - 50 . 0 per cent. 
Range - 1-100 per cent . 

In their radio listening·, however, fifteen families or fifty­

five per aent listened to the Metropolitan Opere on satur­

days, while twenty .. one fsm111es or 80 . 4 per cent listened 

to the Sunde;r Philh&·rmonic Symphony and the entire twenty­

six fa milies, in wbieb the mother preferred ol ss1e,1l rec­

ords, had the habit of 11 tening to the Bell Telephone Hour . 

In their l1st&n1ng choice, either radio or phone­

graph or both., nineteen pe:r oent of all the parents agreed 



in their cho1ee of listening pi-e:rerenee. Of this number., 

f'orty...,five per cent prefer.red olassical music., thirty-three 

per cent enjoyed semi-ela.ssicel seleotion:a., thirteen per 

aent turned to the popular dance music f'or their enjoyment , 

while seven per cent of them preferl'ed religious music a.nd 

four per cent o.f them turned to comedy for their enterts in­

m&nt. None of them chose oowboy musie. 

Of the thirty rem:tlies 1n wh1oh pa1•ents agreed in 

their listening pleasure., fourteen had phonographs . or 
thie gro,up, only twenty--eight per cent bad a majority or 

their record collecti<ms f lling within their pre.fer.red 

group . In other words, only three of the thirteen families 

in wbieb mothe.r and father reported preferring classical 

music had a majority of their nrus1etil purchases fall within 

the ola&sieal division. None of the fa.m.1lies enjoying aemi­

clsssie&l music hlild e rn.sjority of . their oollections f~om the 

,sem1-ela sical estegory. The same osn bes 1d for those 

who p:i-eterred religious muslo . One of the tour .familie 

prererr1ng popular music collected a majority of' records 

1n this chosen elass. 

The fifth end last division or tba schedule was de­

signed to give 1nfotmet1on on some general cons1d x-ations 

1n the matter of m.us1c in the hom.e e.nvi ir,onment or the chil­

dren studied . It was given 1n order to eso~rtein the mother ' s 

op1n1on of her child ' s interest in music, as he had ob.,. 

ser\red it., and in addition, to give the interviewer some ides 
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of the presence, o!' lack, as the oase might be, of esuel, 

infO·Jttntal music in the home . 

According to pst-ents • e timates it was found th t 

childt-en ' s attention spans ranged from zero minutes to over 

to hours while listening to music in the home (Table XVII) . 

Three children bettveen the ages of thirty-five and seventy­

six months were capable of no attention spanst a ll. The 

youngest child in the study, s g1r1 or thirty-th1;;ee months, 

could listen one minut . On child, seventy ... one months 

old, listened, o,n an average, three minutes, while !'our ehil­

dren between forty- five and forty-nine months of age listened 

f'ou:r minutes, a seventy-three-month-old ohild listened five 

minute, six children between the ages of forty-two and ev­

enty-five months listened f op t n minutes . Eighteen ohildren 

between the ages of thirty--nine ncl seventh-three months of 

age 11 tened a long as fifteen minutes, while seven children 

betw en the ege o:f thirty•five and sixty-six months of age 

listened twenty minutes . Seventeen children l>etween the ages 

of thirty~seven and seventy-nine month of age would listen 

for one-half hour . Two eh:tl.dren, seventy and seventy ... three 

month old, respectively-., 11 tened no longer then .forty-five 

minutes, on an evel:'sge. Fourteen children who rsnged in 

sge between forty- five and seventy-five months in age \fOuld 

listen fo.r one hour, while three children bet een the ages 

or th1rty ... su and sixty-six months ivould listen t'or t1,vo 

hour . Three children, who ranged in age from forty .. five to 



TABLE XV!I 

ATTENTION$ AN OF StraJEOTS WlmN LISTENING TO MUSIC 

Age in Months 
Min- Total 
utas 

30-34 35-39 40-44 45- 49 50-54 55 ... 59 60-64 65-69 70-71+ 75-79 

0 1 2 3 

1 1 2 3 

2 

3 1 l 

4 4 4 

5 l 1 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 ' 1 1 1 l 2 6 

15 1 2 1 l 3 5 5 18 

20 l 2 1 1 2 7 

25 

30 2 2 l 1 1 5 3 2 17 

35 
40 

45 2 2 

50 

.55 



Min-
utea 

60 

120 

240 

To ... 
ta.l 

59 

-- --

Age 1n Months 
·- Total 

30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50 ... 54 55-59 60,..64 65-69 70-74 75-79 

2 1 2 3 3 2 l 

l l 1 

-
l 6 5 8 7 5 8 17 14 7 

sixty-seven inonths, listened more than two houtts at a time. 

!t must be understood that these are the mothers• subjective 

opinions only. 

Our1osity led the investigster to ehack the interests 

of the twenty children who were l'eported as listeni ng on an 

average of one hour or longer . Of 1he fourteen oh1ldre11 who 

listened one hour, three prei"erred classical music, whi le 

one liked semi-ol.assioal music, one l iked popular music, 

and none chose reli.g1oua music . Two of the eh1ldr•en se­

lected cowboy mus1a and a ma jer1 ty . ., foul" i.n number, preferred 

nux-sery rhymes . One ebild had. no choice, another px-efer:red 

merohea, while the la$·t one chose Christmas carols. fable 

XVIII presents these date ·" 

Of the three ohildren reported as listening on an 

average of two hours, o.ne enjoyed popular musio and two 

14 

3 

78 
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TABLE :XVIII 

SUBJECTS ' LISTENING I NTEBEBTS 

Attention 5 an in Minute 
Child's Listening Total reference 

60 120 Over 120 

Number 

Clas 1ea1 ••• • • •••••• 3 3 
Semi-a l a se1c~l ••• . •. 1 1 
Populer • • •••• • ••• ••• l 1 l 3 
Religious .. .... ...... · 
Cowboy,. .• • •• •• • • • • • • • 2 2 
NuFee~y rhymes •• , ••• 4 2 6 
Rhythms .. ... .... .... ·• ·• 1 2 3 
Ohri.stmss carols •.•• 1 l 
No ohoice •.• •• • •• .••• • l 1 

Total • •• •• . •· 14 3 3 20 

Percentage 

·-
~laaa1oal • •• • , •• •• j, 15 - 15 
Sem1-olass1ea1 • • •••• 5 5 
Popular., • • • .••..•• .• 5 5 5 15 
Religious •.•• •••. • • • 
Cowboy ••••• •. •••• .•• •• 10 10 
Bureery :rhymes • • ••• • 20 10 30 
Rllytbnls, .• •• •• , ,., .. .... . 5 10 15 
Ohr1stm El oarola • • • • 5 5 
No choice •• • • ~ ••• , • • 5 5 

Total ••.•••• 70 15 15 100 
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prefez-:red marches. !here wel'e no ahildt-en in this class 

who preferred class1eel, eem1-e1ass1oal., religious music, 

nursery rhymes, or Christmas carols • 

. Qf the three rem&ining eh1ldren who listened more 

than two hou:rs., one chose popular mus-ic and the other two 

pre.ferNd nursery rhymes . Mo children in this class p:re­

fer.red aletss1ce1., s&mi ... classical, rel1g1cus, cowboy mus1o, 

marches, or Christmau, music. 

The next inquiry was to dete:rmine whethe:r any sex 

differenQes existed in the children •s music pxaeferences . 

Of the thirty .... four boys in the study, eleven p:rererred cow­

boy music, two oho•e olassieal music., one pre.ferred semi­

classioal music, three enjoyed popular mus1:c, one chose r .. 

ligious mus1o, twelve che,se stories,, one had no oho1ce., 

end the rema1n.ing three boys pre.ferred msrehe$ (Table XIX ). 

Of the rorty-e1ght girls in the study, seve.n pre-­

ferred cowboy mus1o,, four enjoyed elassioal music, another 

four p:ttef·erred .sem1-oless1cal DlU81c., nine girls ehose popu­

lar music, none oered for religious music, while thirteen 

chose stories, and eleven preferred marches . 

Acoo:rding tc the mothers • eetimation., only six obil­

d:ren did not :resp0nd t o mus1e by dancing, singing tapping 

their feet, or clapping their hands. Mo$t of the mothers 

:repo:rted th8.t their children responded 1n all four ways . 



TABIB XIX 

O.HILDREN' S CHOICES IN MOS IQ AOOORDING TO SF.il: 

Classiesl •••.••. • • • . . •. • 

Sem1-olsss1eal •••••••• • • 

Popular •• .• • • • .••• •• •.• • •• 

Religious • • • .•• • ••••• • •• • 

Cowboy. -~ • .• • • • • • •• • ••• .• .• • 

Ma.rehes • ••• ••• •• • .•• ••.•• • 

Other types • ••••••••• • •• 

No choice •• • • •••.•••• •. , • 

Total .••••• • , •.•• •· 

, er cent • •.• .•.. • • 

Boys 

2 

l 

3 

l 

11 

3 

12 

l 

34 

41.5 

Girls 

4 

4 

9 

7 

11 

13 

48 

58.5 

62 

Total 

6 

5 

12 

1 

18 

14 

25 

l 

82 

100 

Of the total number or mothel's or grandmothers or 
the \ftt:r1cn.1s children, f'1fty--eight per cent sing es th y go 

bout their work in the home, end eighty-seven per cent 

sing with and ro:r- the Ohildren . O.f th f &thera 1n the 

home, aixty ... one per cent al o sing w1th and for the ohil ... 

dre.n . 

The aongs the children preferred during these infor ... 

msl music sessions, usually held in the eveni.ng t bedtime, 

varied greatly. Forty- seven or 57 . 32 per cent pre.fer:rad 



nursery :rhym&s or Christmas carols, four or 4.87 pe.:t> cent 

enjoyed olaasieal lullabies., two Ol' 2.44 pe:r- eent cb.o$e 

semi-elaasieal seleetions, twenty or 24.39 per cent preferred 

popul&zt ple•ces, six or 7 .32 per cent asked for religi,ous 

pieces, and three or 3.66 per cent p:Peferred oowboy selee­

tio.ns. 

TABLE XX 

INF6RMAt HOME MUSIO 

-. 

Parent Prefers Oleestcel Pa~ent Pre:rers Non ... 
Musio olassioal Music 

... 
/ ..... :, .... -,,,•/, 

Parents ' Singing cases Per Gent ea.sea Pair Cent !eotal 

Mother sing& 

Tot l 
Per 

Cent 

while working 16 35.55 29 64 .44 45 99 . 99 

Mother sings 
' With ehild ••• ~7 40.94 39 59 ,00 66 99, 95 

Father sings 
with child, •• 16 36~36 f>8 63.63 44 99. 99 

Since there were th1:rty-.six eases, o:r forty-se\ten 

per cent of the g:ro-up., wbo bed forlll&l musio instruction toJ­

a p&r:tod of .four or mo~ years., eur1os1ty was e:t-ouaed et,n­

cerning a po,ssible re·1St1onsh1 between th1s education end 

op))Qrtunit1ea for musical experience offered to oh1ldren 

in their homes. It did not seem advisable to investtgete 
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furthel' those people who had leas than four years of music 

edueat1on since much of' the first four years is spent in 

lea:rn1ng th& mechsn1os of' the art of pl&ying en instrument 

and. little time .is devoted tG the interpretation s.nd mastery 

of mo:re ela.ssioal seleotions. 

In only one fa:m1ly had both mother a;nd rather 

studied. mu$1c more then four yea:rs. or the total number 

of thirty-six pe:rsons, nine in t .his pert1oular g:roup were 

rathe:rs, twant1•two were mothe:ros, two were sisters, one a 

· brother, one a ha l f -sister, and one an aunt . 

or this group of t .birt1-e1x pe:rsone who hed studied 

music at least four ye$rs, 51.8 per cent had studied. just 

four ye r s , 3 .a2 per eent studi d f1ve yea;;rs, 13. 0 per cent 

stud1td si.x ye,ere, 6.4 per cent had studied seven years, 

9+6 per cent etu.d.1.ed eight years, . 3 . 2 per cent had studied 

for eleven ye1.rs., 6.4 per cent bed studied for twelve years., 

3.2 per cent hlld studied thi:rteen yesrs, and 3.2 per oent 

had studied ror twenty years. 

Varloue instruments were studied but the piano ivss 

apparently the most p()puler , fwenty-au people studied the­

p1ano; two, 111011n; one, dane1ng end piano; three., voice; 

one, trombone; t :ro, be.ss hornJ end one, s~Utophene, cltarinet., 

and F:renoh b~rn. 

Further analy3i of the thirty-six persons who had 

tud1ed &'& least four y-& rs or :ro.~mel music inl!lt.t'bction re­

vealed add1t1tuael information about their mus1oel choiees. 



The a-tatistios sh.owed that twenty-seven pe.rsons., or eventy­

f1 ve per aent of the remlli s represented ., owned phonographs. 

Fourtee.n per eent hsd no els $sie&l rec.ords 1.n their collea­

tions. Fo1.tr per cent or the tel't11lie.s could not e,stimate how 

many records there w.ere in their individual e-0lleot1ons and 

twenty ... fiv:e pel" cant o.f the fe,m111ea i:n this ele.sa had no 

phonog;raph. The remaining .fifty.-seven per cent had some 

ole&s1cal reeorde ,. On en eve,:,agEt, onl.y twenty-six per eent 

of their eolleot1ons wei-e olse81osl. 

Pe:rhsps the s:tx essee in which some family member 

had studied music s a college eourse should be considered 

and :reviewed briefly. The most prominent ease wooJ.d be th t 

or the rorty-f'1ve-month-old nursery-school child whose rather 

taught pitino in the Mue1e. DeJ)&:rtment of one of. the. o.olleges 

in the eommunity. ';('his man had studie-di in London for two 

year, in Philadelphia for one year, in the Peris Conserve­

t~ry for one y-es.r, in ad.dit1on t .o _meny years or et-udy !n 

New Yo;rk" He estimtlt.ed his mus1e education exten.ded ove:r a 

peioied or twenty -years. Ha had appeared in concert$ with 

the Dneas 01ty and Delles s-ym:phcmy orchestras , • . The family 

was in the heb1.t of 11tsten1ng t0 the elass1e'3l pt-ogr mJJ 

on the radio and preferred them to other types. Although 

elesa1oe1 music was hes:rd in the home daily, the ob11d pre­

fer:red Christmas carols, 'J.'Wenty per cent of the reo~:rd 001 ... 

leet1on in this h<>me was classioal in nature, whil.e f'1ftr 
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per cent was mode-ton, J)opulatr music.. The reltla1n1ns th1·rt1 

pe:r eefit of' the re~o:t'"ds were nu~sery rhymes or other ch1l ... 

d:ren •s :recottdtJ. When phobOgl".B:ph ffco:t•d,s are played, the 

child pre:rarred ehildren •s stories to the .Ravel, Debu·asy, 

Beethoven., and ,~ellm:s selEHtt.ions his pa,rents enjoyed hea~ing .• 

It would seem apparent thilt the ebild preferred othe:r than 

ol~ ss1ca 1 music. How$V&l"., he 1"eeo,g;n1zed the melodies of 

several clestJ:teal selections v1hi•ch he heard at home. Mis 

mother contended that bte intel"ests w•re not unuimelly 

tux-ned in the d1reot1Qn of the · cla:ssitui:J., 

The second .as se ia tbs t of the fanu.ly who,se father 

teaeha1 . vo1e · in one or th$ oolleges 1n the town . Although 

gradu te in bua,ine:s Sdmin1strat1on., t .he rather had al­

ways· been a .:f'111$ singer and did muoh work in music a .s a 

hobby. He turned from bus1nes$ to the study of music ln 

New York and then to various types oi" 'b:voadcesting in that 

oity . He now direots the ohOP&l singing am 'te$ches voice 

at one or the oolleg-es. In the .faaily ' s reco:rd oo.llection., 

forty pep oent wee .olafll$1e,sl in nature. Although both par­

ents enjoyed 011:uu~ieal mu.sic, th,e ohildren, one 1n nuraery 

school and one 1n kindergarten, chose oh11d:ven • s storie:s 

with ntusiosl ba.ckgJ>(;!ju,nd., the pa~ents ~greed that the younget­

of the two children ssemed mo:Pe interested. in and showed 

more ability- in music (with reference to singing &lotra) than 

did the older child .. 
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Xn the third ease, the father dir&cts the bend 1n 

one or th~ colleges. lfe. plays the piccolo, although. n$ver 

at home. 'l'b.1s mother hed no favorites anwng :radio or phono­

graph nruaic and aaid that her husband had none, eitbe:r. 

The family is not in the habit of listening to the opere 

o:r to philhe'.'rmor1te 1,.adio :programs . In the re-oord eollee• 

tio.n o;f the family there is no olatss1eal music. The:re 1s, 

however., some semi-olassiesl nrusie, togethEtr with nursery 

rhymes and oh11d:ren 1s stol'iee . i'fhe child in the he>nte had 

no tavor1te types or music and did not sing with members of 

the rsanily. It would seem that althoush the father had a 

mus1eal eduost1on (the w:i.te likewise studied mus1e f'o..r six 

and one-half ~rs), no effort w s being m&de t ,o introduce 

music into the home. 

The, f'ou:rth oase W&$ that 0-t a eollege teacher who 

played in the oollege . symphony o:rehest:r • Me pl.a yed th 

ss:xophone,. ola:tt1net, and Frenoh horn . !he last two inQtru .. 
, 

ments he had studie.d to:r fi t teen years. l3oth the mother 

and tathe:r pref'ep clas&ioal p:rogx,ams on the radio, but they 

do not ha-ve a phonograph. They e:re 1n the habit of 11eten-

1,ig to the l)h1lha::-mon1o symphony and the Bell 'felephone 

Hour . Their nur&et1>y-sohool child enjoys rhythmic musie and 

prefers marches o:r popular dance mus1o. 

The· niothe:r .of a nu:re ry--sohool child minored in mu ­

sie while in college.. Although she hed layera the piano in 

the oou:r,e .of her musical ec:l\soet1on., there was no piano in 
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the home,. There was a ol&rinet which he;r,, two sons., ages 

eleven end twelve, had. played .fo:r nine months. Both of tbe 

boys were meniber,s of the local Boys • Cho1:r~ 'l'bey enjoyed 

sem1-cla.ssioel music although bOth thei:r- pePents chose 

classieal music on the rad1o end phonograph. The f&tnily wee 

in the habit of hesring the philhsrmonie orcheatre and the 

Firestone Hour in Sddi tion to the Lueky Strike Hit are e. 

Of the :family phonograph oolleatio;n, twenty- two pe:r cent 

was olassiosl, while sn Elddit1onal nine ,er cent was semi• 

ale.ss1oal •. 

Two additional Pfil?&nts studied musio while 1n col­

lege . One mother had minored in music snd before her mar-

1"1tage had teught publ1o-$ohool music • 'l'his mother . :refers 

eerni•olessiaal m:us1c on both th$ phonograph and the radio. 

Of the total record ·colleet1o.n 1n t .beir home., tw$nty pe;r 

eent was e1as8ical end another twenty 1:>er eent was semi­

class1oa1 . :Forty per cent of tbs reeoNis wet'e popular 
> 

dtH1ee tunes . The eh11d., like her mother, preferred semi-

class1eal m.usio. 'I'he rather showed .no prefe.renee.. The 

ehild began tek1ng p:t.sno lessons about twelve months ago., 

and ecoor 1ng to her tesobe:r, is doing astoundingl y well .. 

The teaobe:r bel!evea that the oh11d has unusual musical 

ab1l1ty snd shows · 1Slls of 'beS.ng a musically talented 

child. 

The rat.her 1n still another family studied violin 

duv1ng the two yeara he 8ttended eollege, He 1$ now e 
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pi,ano tuner. The mother of t.he family e tudied pitlno for 

five ,..;ps and the oldest child in the family; a daughteP 

of twelve years, hs$ taken class violin for three yea:rf;l, 

She and her , arent3 -prefer ala ssioal mu-sia on tbe radio. 

The subject and bis brothe-r, howeve:r, pra:rer CGwboy musie-. 

The fam,tly does not own 6 phoaog:r,a]:)h. 



CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS OF DATA 

One ·of the . most unexpeoted results from the tabula ­

tion of' the date Gn the education.al levels of tb.e parents 

wes the large numbex» of ·fa thers end mothe?>s who had not only 

gone to oollege but who had $8:Pned. one o;r more degrees. 

Among the fathers only 21 . l per cent h&d not attended col­

lege. The pereentege for the mothers tell even lowe:r. 

-Only 12.5 per cent of the mothers bed neve:r attended col­

lege .. It was d:l.soovered., in ddition., th t emong the chil­

dren included es subjects in the study, 63.9 per cent came 

from homes where one or 1'oth. parents had the benefit of' 

complete college educations . Thee$ ch1l d:ren., then, os·m.e 

from homes with educ ·tionel eccomplishmenta far abo-ve the 

average for- the country- as e whole, ae well as tor the 

community in wh1oh they live .• 

Mow many of these f.am111es who are educationally 

fortunate are also oeeupation&ll y select, and is there any 

relati.onshi · 'between these two taotors? Since fo?"ty-seven 

pe;r ot,nt of the tethers we:re oecupationally in the top 

braoket, it might be asaumed th t these mell should be edu­

cetionally superior as well. The data r v~s l ed that ninety­

one pe;r oent of the men in Group I of the Oocupa't1onel D1-

v1a1on of the Sims Scso:re Oard of 80010-economie Status had 
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the benef1 t of full eolleg.e eour$e, 36. 4 per cent had 

earned e Master' • degree, and 33.3 per cent h&d Dootor ' s 

degrees. A high cu:>rrelat1,m between ed\leation end soeio­

eeonomio status was $xpecteu in the light of the defini te 

tendency toward close relationship . However, t he eorrela­

tien wee only .024, which wee negligible end must be 1nd1ca­

t1ve o.f e l.aolc er rela t:t.onahip between the two .rectors 

tested . The lack or correlation may be due to certain 

widely scatter~d oases. 

!tis also interesting to note thet f'orty--seven per 

cent or the fathers in the stupy oom& in the top group oeeu­

pationally and tbat sixty•one per cent or the fathers bsd 

at leeet one college degree. All but nine p&r cent of the 

fathers with college degrees are in the two top oce,upet1onal 

groups . o:r the men wbo belong in occupational groups lower 

then the top two, e1ghty•two per cent never graduated from 

college . In the.se same ~oups f1fty-,s1x per oent never at­

tended college at all. In add1t1oti, among tbe 1U.X.teen men 

who d1d not go beyond the b1gh-sehool level, nin~ty-three 

per oent f'&ll in oceup&t1onal 9oupe below the top two . 

An everagt of 2 .2 radios per family was found . 

'l'heee radios pleyed nru&1o 15.3 hours per week, 1orty•eix 

ot the tam111ea played their ;radio less then the average 

length of time end rorty•aix per eent of these tem1lies pre­

fezared ola ts1oal music on the radio. Thirty ram111e.s pls yed 
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music on the radio more than 15'"3 hours per week and ot this 

numoo~ thirty-five per eent pttefer:red cJ.ese1oal musie. This 

d.1ffe.rence ot eleven 'P$r cent is too am811 to i,ndicste the 

existen.ee ot a relet1onsbip between l'"Sd1o listening time 

end prefeNtn,oe to:P els,s1oal ttnlsie on the recUo . 

The general trend in mutio preference on the radio 

end the years of education of the parents follow the $&me 

lines ,as shown for edueat!onel exper1«u1ce 1n 1ts relation 

t o oecup&t1o:nal advano&inent . In this ease 1 t would appear 

thst with en :LnefteS<EJe 1n the number or yeats of education 

there 1s a corresponding ino:re,se in 1nter$&t 1n elassieel 

music . •Of the f'eth$r& with eollege degrees, fifty pe:r e• nt 

-p:refer~ed oltui1s1oal music while an additional t'f.lrenty-seven 

pe:r oent ohose .r,em1 ... clas.s1c&l . 0t the nten ,rho had no col­

lege tra1n1ns, not one pr eferred c1assioal music., 

'l'he moth&ra,, llkew1ee,, l)l'ef'e:rz.ed elass1oal music 

more Otten &e they went up the educational scale. '!'he few 

scattered ca s t>:i, again., pr-&vented the 1.n\reat1getor fl"Oli1 

f1nd1ng as high a ooPrelation as might have been expeated . 

Howe\te.:r, a very definite trtnd wea found toward the salee ... 

tion of more elaes1oe l music as :people are b&ttttr educated. 

Si,.xty .. a1x per eent or the hom•e have one o•r more 

pbonogx-apht:h The phonogaph. plays on an average <:,f l0 ;2 

hou.r,s per week ~ The average number of phonographs per tsmily 

was round to be 1 •. 5. 
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The investigator wondetie,d whether,. perhaps, the 

home·s whioh hsd no phonogrephs t~:rned more often to the r•a­

d1o for musical entertainment . The contrary w&s the case, 

however. Among tbe fam.111es hsving a phonog1-eph, the r&d1o 

played mus1e an avea:-sge ot 16 . 2 hour·s pe~ week or nine­

tenths ot an hour longer than. the everege for the entire 

group, which waa 15.3 hour:, . In the homes where tbe:t>e wa.s 

no phonograph the radio played. 13 .8 hours per we·ek, which 

we& 2 . 4 hours less than fol' the redios in banes elso eon­

te1n1ng phonographs. The ;results show:11 then, that the femi­

liee having both a radio end s phonogrsph lwve music 17 . 4 

hours more per week than those who must tu.t'n only to the 

radio for musioal programs . ::tt ehowe that the tatniliea 

who h&ve both means or enterts 1nment have over- t.tfty pe~ eent 

more musie than the families having only the one means or 

l18ten1ng to music. 

The :sveJiage mumber ot l')ho.nog:rsph re~orde. was 46 . 7 

records per family for the twe.ntJ~ ight :ra.miliee heving 

phonogt>aph records. !he colleot1ons :ranged 1l'l number from 

two to 246 :record& pe:r fsmily. It was thought that pe:r­

hapa those rsm111ea whcu~a rne-mbere r,:r&fePred ol&s's1cal mu ­

s.ie would he,re e. higher pertentege or 01sae1oa'l reoo~s in 

their oollection·s than the ramiliee who preferred other 

mueic. An&lyaiJ showed that tbr the f&milie.& hev1ng olas­

sieel :i;,referenee, 38~3 per- e.ent of the collections were 
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ela8s1cal in nature, while for the J:"&milies enjoying other 

type$ of reeo.rds in p1"efe:renoe to the cleesie&l; only 7. 75 

per oent of tbeir record collections were classical. or 
these people, s1xty-t1ve pe:r cent hed. fou:r or fewer records 

in their collections w1th an average Gf 2 . l reo.o:J?ds in the 

collection. 'lioweve~, . among the pe,ople who enjoyed cl'!Jssiaal 

reoordJJ, twenty per ~ent bad from twenty to twenty-rout" 

:records in their eolleotiens. '?he &ve:vage number of rec-· 

ords in this group was tbirty. It is evident, then., that 

the people who enjoyed elass1eal musio had not only larger 

collections of' records 1 but alao e greater pereentsge of 

clessicel reoorda then those who prefex-.red other types of 

musio . 

It was wonde:r;ed whether, per•hape, the ramilies who 

enjoyed olsseical nn.tsic also enjoyed the inf'o.mtal music of 

singing a:round the house end a:t:ng1ilg with and tor their 

epildren . Thie was not the es.se . The four children whose 

mothere px-efel"i'"ed elassieel music asked for olas ieal lulla­

bies t night . No child who$$ mother cared ror other types 

of musio iri prefEJ:r•e,noe to the elassioel liked olassioal mu­

sic ror singing time, '!'he ee~relstion between the tnothers t 

olassiosl :preference in music end theii- intoi,rna·l singing 

time w1th the children waa / .002, wh;i.ch 1nd1oated a lack of 

relationsllr·p .-

The~e was no sign1t1csnt oo~reletion 'between a eh.ild ts 

age and his attention sp,an when l1iten1ng to mus10 . Like ... 

wise, there wa$ a laek Qf cot1-rel etion between the child ' s 
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sex and his attention span. Oo11sidex-at1on was. given to the 

po sibility or a rel tion$.hip 'between a ehild t$ sex. and . his 

choice in J;llusic, It waa thought that perhepe boys would 

show a decided preference for certain types ef lllUSio an.d that 

the same muld be true .f .01~ the girls . The correlation here 

again wss .so small:; /.101, th t its amgnirieanee is only in 

the· fact that a <H')ntp.lete laok .of rel$t1onship existed and 

that sex doe.a not dete.t-ml:ne a child 's musical preferences 

st this age . 

The further 1nvest1gat1on ot the seleet gi-.oup of 

families, whose parent · had l'eeeived spe.eit:tl musie&.1 train­

ing of fou;r or more years., showed ·some va1•iat1on from the 

others in tbe amount of ec&deinie education. .Among the total 

of twenty-nine parents who h~t-d the benef 1 t of four 01• more 

years of musio edue.lJ:tion, eigbtry ... s·even per eent we:r,e college 

graduates, wherees fo:r the othez•.s only a m,ueh smaller pev ... 

eentege had ·g:raduated from eollege. All the :mothers in the 

group were college g!la-duates end only rour of the fathers 

were not college graduate$ . There is e close relationship 

betw en mus1eal education and the completion of college . 

Since, 1.n many cases, the -parent$ taking nmsio did not do 

so while going to oollege, the two quai1t1tiea w0uld hardly 

be dependent one upon the otbel" . In a majority of the fami­

lies ., or s.eventy ... sU per cent or the asses, the ocoupationsl 

level of the fa1t1111as W!rs in Groups .I and II . Whia factor 



.might be more aign1f1eant than the eduoa.tionel f'a.ctor, and 

rurthel' study may uncover a close relationship betwe•n eeo­

nont!c levels .of the fa.intly and the number of' Je&rs a l)ereon 

has played an tnstrutnent. Sinoe further questions with :re­

$pect to this a,peot of the p:roblem we)lte not ineluded in the 

schedule, it will suffice to suggest tha.t & :relationship be­

tween music edu<llation a.nd the oceupstional as well 8$ edues­

tlonal levels or the tainil.i•s does exist, but that th$ .rao­

tors contributing to the: tendency htve not been defined . 

Although some pa~ents m.ey hElve studied mus ic for 

f •our or more years., those in the gJ-oup who h'1ve pho,nogrephs 

do not neeesaerily prete:t? olatUJ1oal music. Howevci,r., a ms­

jority., sixty-one per .o:ent of the parents, did have more 

el &'sica1 than any other type of phonograph records, whereas 

fop the total poup the pe..roentage wee muoh lower. 

01" the children whose parent a had r our or more years 

of music instruction., twenty·•four per cent chose olass1ca1 
, 

end sem1-olasa1eel mua1e ror their phonograph listening 

pleasuz-e. '!'his 18 e>nly eu per cent higher than the average 

percentage tor the entire .v ,oup ot se-venty-s1x families . It 

seemed that the number of ye-$rs. a parent has taken mus1e 

lesion& did not ehenge, appreciably., the child •·e choice 1n 

phonograph-record seleetion. 

Would the f'am111ee in which members had tour or more 

years of mua1c 1nstruction listen to the phonograph and radio 

more or las,. often than the others? lt was found that the 
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rsd1os in homes whe:re there bed been SJ)ec1a,l music tr&1nlng 

layed. 7.3 hours less per week then for the others in the 

study. In phonogt-apb-reeord enterts.inment, the families 

having members with ltfusic instruction ove::ir s period or fou:r 

or mo:re ye,ars play the phonogPaph mo;re. pe:r week than the 

families in wh1eh no musie i:nst.Puct.1on had been included. 

In hab;tts or listening to classioal pN>grams on the 

radio , 20. 7 pet- cent 1110,:,e 11.etened to t .he Metropo11 tan Opel's, 

25 . 9 pexa cent more listened to the '?bilh$i,monie orchestra., 

and 58.8 per eent mo:re listened to the iell telephone '.Hour 

when they bed tour or more 7etrs or music instrueti&n than 

did the re~ 1nder of the gt--oup. 

It would appear that el though parents W1 th tol-ffl.sl 

muaieel background have DtOtte clae$1eel :records elld enjoy 

the clsss1o l radio pll'ograms mo:re often than families 1n 

wh1oh there is no formal nrusie study, this 1no:rea.a.'9d prefer• 

enee wae not repeated for the cbil4re11,;; It would be inter­

e$ting to try to asoe~t$1n just which faotoPs acoeunt for a 

child's eho1ee in nrus10_ Fonnal musio 1n&truction for the 

~:C-e!lts did not ·app$al? Is & p~im&ry :feetor in deteJ1m1n1ng 

th ohoioes made by the children in these fs111111es . 



Cl!APTER v· 

REOOMMF~A'l"IQMS, OONCTJJSIONS., AND SUMMARY 

tore ms,king reoomtnende tions and drawing eonelusions, 

the writer deems it wiae to eonsider the 11mitati.one of the 

study. Perhaps the most glaring flaw is the size and nature 

of the &mple . According to McCormick, poor samples are 

those that include items from outside the universe they are 

intended to represent, tho e th .t omit impo:t>tant elements 

of the univex-se., O:t> th.oae tbat include elements of the uni­

verse 1n the wrong pi-opo11tion •1 ,rro the le.st two cousa­

t1ons this study- plea.ds guilty. 

Es,sential elements of the universe were omitted. 

Had all children of the ages from thirty-thr e through seven­

t1--nine months living 1n the community been inoluded in the 

s,tudy, broad. s1gn1f1o nt conclusions could h ve been drawn 

with regtrd to the ho1t1es of children within the age range 

studied 1n the area. Sinee the nurse~y school end the kin­

derg'ilrten are not inoludd :i.n ' the public school system of 

th community., only fl smsl+ mi.n0rd.ty of' children f'rom two 

through r1ve years or age were readily available tor the prob­

lem, To have fl more representative end satiefeot.ory sample 

would have meant canvassing the community end teking the 

Lrhomes Carson McCorm1ek., Elements,ry Soctel St t1:s­
t1c$ (New 'Jorkt McO.raw ... Hill Book eompanyJ, pp . 6-7 .. 
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sample from the total child population w:tthi.:n t he ege range 

studied.. 

The sample used fo:r, the study did not present a 

cross-ae-otion or the universe., but p:re$e.nted. elements .or 
the un1ver:,e diirproportionately. ~e Ol ssifiestion or oe .. 
C"Upa tions Divieion of the Sims Seo~e- card fox- Soeio-.. eeonomio 

Stetue was l' ferred to tn elaeeifying the t'tamiliea ocoupa­

ti,onally . With no i.'epr~ia,nta.tion at all 1n the lowest g:roup 

and. only ten pe:r cent, in the next lowest, while $ixty---seven 

pet- een.t fell in the two top g;r-oups, the eample . 1$ ra:r t;r,om 

representsti"1Te o.f the universe or the local community. 

The schedule used for gathering the date Wfis never 

teete for aoen:N1ey, v.alid1ty, or ilel iability. There was 

no wey 1n whloh to apply it to known data inss,mueh BS no 

s1m1la:r study oould be tound . If sueh data bad been avail­

able; :tt would M ve been possible ta check the SQouraoy of 

the schedule and s.h~w h.ow closely- the retu:rne a.greed with 
, 

ot he.:r simila?> 1.Jlformation. 

Had the ssmple been twioe es la:rge as it was, e 

parallel ,tudy might have been es:r:r1ed out in an effort to 

1mp.ro.ve the aocurscy o.f the results and study its effeot1ve­

nese in meesur1ng what !test out te measure. 

Sa• rut'Ure resee:reh poss1b111t1e i5 related to f1nd-

1ng•s 1n this study will now b$ briefly indicate d . 

I t woul d 'b~ interesting to know whether parents who$e 

children g<> to nu;rsePy e,chool and kindergarten jl.2st happen to 
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whethe?' c :rtai.n faetcu;-·s would account for their presence 
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in the s chools. lUne$ those ehi.l dren were · tmken i,nto scho·ol 

in tha order of the1:r applie&t1ons for S·dlnittanoe., e l l fami­

lie s had an equal opportunity to en:t>oll their child;ren. 

The very low tuition, however-, would undoubtedly hS v some 

effect . Other f'aetors must account ., to some extent., however, 

'!'or the unE!'lven soe1o-eoonom:t,o and eduoat1onal status be~ 

tt,•een the families with children plaoed in these preschool 

g:roups and fo:r t he opulation as a whole . 

Another questio.n still unanswered is, i/llhat t acto1--s 

infl uences child ' s ohoiee 1n musie enjoyment? Since this 

study shows n() relat1,on between pa:rents I preference in mu­

sio and tbe ohtld 'a ohoioe., it, would be interesting to 

pu:vsue tu:r-ther possible C!Ontri'buting fa.ctors influenetng 

children's choices. 

There shoul d be research d.esigned in an effort to 

test, objeot1vely, musical interests . Is it rhythm, melody, 

tempo, or a combination of ' t.llese :raetcl"s • hi.ch lead.s the 

child to seleGt cowboy musie and rnsrohes i n preference to 

othe:r types of music? Could the child be taught to p:refe:r 

classieal music by 1ntrodue1ng selections with equally eep­

t1vst~ng rhythms and patterns? 

One further suggestion r ,or future study might pivot 

on the ftnd1:ng whieb indicated that tem1l1es who prerer 

elass1oal mus1o listen t ·o the radio and phonog:raph less then 
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those who prefer other types . This might be a e.hsllenge for 

future study. 

on the basi s or the research completed., a few .gen­

eral eonolusiona will now be drswnt 

l . A majority of the children oame from edueetion­

ally superior homes . Pitty ... three and nine-tenths per cent 

of the children lived in homes where both parents had at 

least one college degree . Seventy-five PE\)r cent of' the 

children oeme from families in whieh at least one of the 

perenta., if not both., bsd received one or more college de­

grees~ 

2 • .A majority of the children esme from homes 1n 

which the fathers engaged in professions el&ss1f1ed in the 

two highest ocoupat1onal brackets of the Sims Score Card . 

3. There were forty-sU: families which listened to 

radio nrueie le$s then the average number of hours fo:r the 

e~tire group . Forty-six per cent of these people preferred 

elessiosl music . On the othe:r hand, thePe were thirty 

families who 11 tened to X'edlo musio more than the 15 .3 

hc,u:rs per week celeuleted as the average :radio music time 

for the entire group. Of this number, only thirty-five 

per cent preferred 0lsss1cal music . 

4. reference for ela s1eal music wss very similar 

for both parents. Fifty per cent of the .fathers with college 

degree prefe!t"red clais1cal music . Anothe,;r twenty-seven per 
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cent of the fathers prefer.red semi-el•ssiesl music . Jo fa­

thers, however, who had not been to college chose elass1esl 

music es their prefe:renee . Only 2 . 6 per cent t;>f the mothers 

who had only a high school edueation preferred eiass1eel mu­

sic, whereas 26,.2 per cent of the mothers who had attended 

college preferr&d classieal music. 

s. In the families which had e phonograph, the 

radio pleyed mus1o 16 . 2 hours per week, nine tenths of en 

hour longer than the e vera ge, whex-ea s in the home e where no 

phonograph was av ilable, the :red1o played 2 .4 hours leas 

than the a versge. 

6 . In the families which prefe:rred classicu1l records, 

38.3. per cent of their r cord eo1lect1ons were classical .. 

Only 7.75 per cent ot the eolleotions were classical when 

the parents did not prefer elassieel music . 

7. Fo:r the P')ople who prefe:rred els s1cel music, 

th1rty~e1ght per cent of the1:r record c~llections was olas­

s1ca l., . whereas the people who g-ave preference to non-els s ... 

s1oa1 . music had a pe·:reentege of only 2 . 1 among the ale ioal 

vat-1ety •. 

8 . No :relationship oould be round either between a 

child I s ge and his attention span or between his sex and 

his attention span while listening to music . 

9. There 1 . no s1gn1t1eant relst1onsh1p between a 

ohild •s sex end h1& preference in music . 



10. More p8t"ents whGJ do not prefer clsss1csl musie 

sing while they wo.r-k., end sl&o to their children, than do 

parents who like clsssi<tal music . 

11. 'No ohild whose ps:rents preferred non-c·les icsl 

music asked ro:r eless1c&l songs to be sung. Only four chil­

dren who$e parent.a pt'e:fet>red elass1osl music asked f .or clas­

sical songs to be sung . 

12. For those .families having members who had 

studied music a minimum of rout- years, a number of eont:rasts 

from the group as s whole were noteworthy.: 

e . Of these thirty-six people, e1ghty.,..seven 

per cent were coll ge gt-sduates . ?n addition, seventy-six 

per oent of the .fem111es :rated in the two top oeoupa91onel 

classes .. 

b. 81:xty-one per cent of those having 

phonograph recc>rds had 1n their- oolleot1ons more classical 

than any other type of ireeords. For the group as whole 

this was tree of a much emsller percentage. 

c. In tho$e homes the rsd1o played music 

7 . J hours less per week t hen the 15 . 3 hour.s per week, the 

averag$ .tor the group as s whole , Thirty ... two snd eeven­

tenths pe~ eent or these femil1es exceeded the peroentage 

of the entire group 1n listening to the opera., whereas 

25.9 per oent more families listened totbe symphony and 8.8 

per cent f wer ttam111es 'listened to tmi Bell Telephone llour 
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or the Firestone Hour than wa s true of the over-all average. 

d . The children trom these homes of the 

musically ed\lOlilted pa:rents sh0\18,'d a slight but negligible 

prefe:renoe .fo.r c lassical music. 

The preceding eon.clu,s ions might be more eff&oti vely 

appreciated 1n their l'e.epeotive re1stionah1p to the study 

a$ whole if' they were suimnsrize4 ., briefly, as follows: 

Th . re a.xlsts a s.trong tendency for parents to pre ... 

fer elss&1c&l mus1o ?lore as they rise .1n edueational and oe-­

cupat:tonal status. In addition; perents who have had con­

sidert ble formal nrutJio eduea t ioD prate?- olass1oal musio 

more than those who have had very little or n(? formal music 

edllo&t 1on. These gains in nn.J$1e.s.1 interest with eduoatio.nal 

nd 00.cupationel ed\tsncement do not oarry over to the ohil­

dt-en ' eho1ces in music , 

Some inte:reeti:ng informs t1on was re-vealed rega~ding 

radio ~nd phonograph music in the home. An 1ncre se in the 

deg.-ree or scad.emie nd musj.o edaoat1on as well es a.n increase 

in ooout)$t1onal ,stst1as l;>r:tngs a d:eore se 1n rad.io and phono­

g;reph 11st en1ng along with en increase 1.n preference fol' 

ela&sioal music. An ineresse 1n els s1cal music pref01>enoe 

brought a. corresponding increase in the num'bev of elsssiaal 

reeords tor those f amilies having '.Phonographs .~ Those adults 

.1th the greatest preference :fo;r elassiesl music showed e 



oorre~pond..ing decrease 1n reediness to sing 1n a spontaneous, 

informal m&nne:r in the home., 
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TA.BIB XXI 

MUSIC EDUCATION OF FAMILY MmMBERS 

Years. Jrours Hours Per Cent 
Family Instrument In• R.ad1o f>hono- Olessios l 
MembeJ." Played struc- Plays graph Records 

t1on Plays in Oolle c-
tion 

l Mothe:r Piano 10 7 7 40 

2 Mother Piano 12 35 5 23 .5 

3 Mother :Piano 4 21 10 48 

4 MOther Piano 8 4 • • • • 

5 Mother PiS!!O 4 4 7 57 

6 Mother Piano 4 7 21 27 

7 Mothe:r Piano 7 14 3 25 

8 Mothe:r Piano 12 17 10 20 

9 Mother J1ano 6 6 14 25 

10 Mother Piano 8 49 13 16 

11 Mother Piano 4 24 l • • 

12 Mother Piano 4 2 0 • • 

13 Motber Piano 7 •• 21 1 

14 Mother Piano 4 7 3 100 

15 Mother Piano 15 4 2 31 

16 Mother Piano 11 2 2 35 

1'7 Mothe:r P1Sno 
.... 

4 28 14 24 

87 
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TAB12 XXI -- CONTINUED 

Years Hours llours Per Cent 
Family Instrument In ... Radio Phono- Ol&ssiesl 
Mamber Played &t:Mac- Plays graph Records 

ti.on Plays in Collee 
t1on 

18 Mothl.ttr :Piano 6 7 2 •• 

19 Mother Piano 12 •• 10 • • 

20 Mother "18?10 8 2 10 lo est . 

21 Mother 1a:no 6 22 14 3 

22 Mother Piano 6 •• 10 3 

23 Mother Voice 4 la 7 2 

24 Fathe:ri Violin 2 •· . 10 • • 

25 Father T.rom.bone 8 • • 2 9 

26 Father French horn 6 18 14 7 

27 Father Bs&e horn 4 •• 7 . .. 
28 Father saxophone , 15 " . 6 !Ii • 

olerinet 
, 

28 29 :Pather Voice 15 14 7 

30 Father Voice 4 46 2 4 

31 Fethet> Pieno 20 21 7 20 

32 Pf!lthGr Piano 4 •· .. 2 . . 
33 S1ttter Violin 5 18 10 l 

34 Si s t er :Pis.no 4 ... 20 ' . 
35 :Sr ot her Piano 8 16 49 13 

36 Aunt Piano 6 30 5 17 
.. 
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SCHEDULE 

MOSIO ENVIROIMENT IN THE HOME 

.I • FAMILY lUSTORY: 

Ohild'b name ___ .,. __________ Date_.·----

Date of' birt Sex ____ _ 

Rome add.rese Telephone No. ___ _ 

Father ' e name. __________ Occupation .... ____ _ 

Mother's name __________ Occupation ______ _ 

Mother ' s ocoupation before m.arr•1age _________ _ 

Other children 1n home: ----
Age Sex 

Other.a 1n home -------------------
Ed. u o et ion ot f .ather: High school __ Oollep_. ___ _ 

t>e~ees ___________ Major _______ _ 

Eduos tion or mother: High achool. __ Oollep_. ___ _ 

Degree~.---------- Major ________ _ 

M!L§IOAL EDUOATION; 
-. .. . 

Musieel inst%"UOt1on: 
Family member Ill$trument 

Musical o~gJn1z.at1on mem'b&rsh:tp: 
Family member Band 

Voice 
Years of 

Instruction 

Orche s t:r• 

Solo and type 
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Do you own any mus1ea1 instruments? _________ _ 

.1ch ones? ---------------------'Who lays them? _____ .,.,._. ____ _ How often? -----
Types of rm.ua1e played on these instruments t ______ _ 

Does your child hsve ftil-vori tea among the 1ns trumenta l 

seleet1ons he hears played on these instruments?_ 
What a:r-e they? _________ _ 

· Does your ehild have eny muaieal 1nstl!'uments or his 

own? ---- Which On$&? -------------
:OOes be play th m? ____ _ Mow often? -------

!WlIOt 
I 

Number of radio$ in the home ___ _ Ave:rage number or 
hours redio play-e music weekl,: ____ _ Is your 

ehil.d allowed to ope•X'Ste the :radio?_. _______ _ 

Favorite musical radio programs: 

SubJeetr ___________________ _ 

Mother: ____________________ _ 

Fathe~•---------------------
Other children 1n home:. --------------
Oth$rs in h.ome t ------------------

Are you 1n the habit or . 11sten.ing to: . 
Metropolitan Ope:ra Seri.es on Ssturday arternoon .... __ 
Ph:tlhsrmonic Symphonr Ol-cheatrs on &unda,1. . . .·· 
Pireeton• lour, o~ Bell Teltphone Hour ______ _ 
blek7 Strik,e Jtit Pelt'Sde_. -------------Hill-Billy :Hit 'Perede ..... ____________ _ 



Jl. PRO?fQG:RA:PH; 

Do you have e phonograph? ___ _ 

plays ntUSio week11.· _____ _ 
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Number of hours 1 t . 

Is your child al-

lowed to opet-ete the phonograph? __________ _ 

Types of records you possess, lumber of reoords 
l . Olass1cel,-____________ _ 
2 . Sern1-el~tasloa1 _____ _ 
3. Mod.a:rn din<Hit._· _____ _ 4. Qowboy __________ _ 
5. ae11g1ous_- ______ _ 
6. Nursery rhyme,. _____ _ 
7 . Others ___________ _ 

Favorite musical phon<>gJ-&ph reeords:: 
Subject. : ____________________ _ 

Mother; ____________________ _ 

father; _____________________ _ 

Other eh1ld:ren in hon,.e , _____________ _ 

Others in the bomet ______________ _ 

.I. BM'IAL I 
On an average., hew long will you:r child listen attentively 

to muaio ? ___________________ _ 

Will o.ne tn,e or music hold his attention eppreoiably 
longer than others t,· _______________ _ 

What type? . ..,. ___________________ _ 

Does your- child. olap hie bands o:r t ap his feet keeping 

time to mus10? --------------------Doe a he dance t o the music? ____________ _ 
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Does he sing with the mus1o? ____________ _ 

Do you sing for 7our ohild '-· __ _ Do other ? . -----
Whet kinds of mus:to SJ'e sung to him? ________ _ 

How ofte.n do you sing rorbtm? ___________ _ 

Do you sing as you go about youx- work? _______ _ 
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