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44
impulse control disturbance, reality testing disturbance, or role

impairment (see Tables B8, 9, 10, 11),

TABLE 8

ANA LYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR MEASUREMENT OF BEHAVIORAL
DISTURBANCE OF HEALTH CARE WORKERS

Source Sum of d.f. Variance F P
Squares Estimate Ratio
Between types of 3,1038 2 1.5519 1,0602 0,3503"

rele resolution

Within types of
role resolution 143, 4507 98 1.4638

Total 146, 5545 100

= P
Not significant

Hypothesis Three: During time of disaster, there will be
no difference in level of psychological stress among Red Cross
workers from outside the disaster area and health care workers
from the disaster area.

The hypothesis is rejected at the .0l level of significance
on the basis of the '"subjective distress' scale (see Tables

16 through 21),
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TABLE 9

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR MEASUREMENT OF IMPUILSE
CONTROL OF BEALTH CARE WORKERS

Source Sum of d.f. Variance F P
Squares Estimate Ratio
Between types of 0.1921 20,0961 1.0798 0,3436™
role resoclution
Within types of 8.7188 98 0,0890
role resolution
Total 8.9109 100
*
Not significant
TABLE 10
ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR MEASUREMENT OF REALITY
TESTING DISTURBANCE OF HEALTH CARE WORKERS
Source Sum of d. f, Variance F P
Squares Estimate Ratio
Between types of 0. 0435 2 0.0219 0.2734 0.7614"
role resolution
Within types of 7.7981 98 0.0796

role resolution

Total 7.8410 100

*
Not significant
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TABLE 28
ANA LYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR MEASUREMENT OF IMPULSE

CONTROL DISTURBANCE OF HEALTH CARE
WORKERS BY OCCUPATION AND ROLE

Source Sum of d.f. Mean F P
Squares Squares Ratio

Between roles 11,0634 2 5.5317  0,8463 0,4313"

Between occupations 10, 8120 1 10.8120 1.6541 0,2006™

Role X occupation 15,6594 2 7. 8297 1.1978 0.3051%

Residual 869.3782 133 6.5367

s
Not significant

TABLE 29

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR MEASUREMENT OF SUMMARY
ROLE IMPAIRMENT OF HEALTH CARE WORKERS
BY OCCUPATION AND ROLE

Source Sum of d.f. Mean F P
Squares Squares Ratio
¢
Between roles 2,1407 2 1. 0703 0.2499 0.7792
Between occupations 2.0531 1 2.0531  0.4794 0.4899"
sk
Role X occupation 16.8275 2 8.4137 1.9658 0, 1442
Residual 569.5407 133 4.2823 4.2823

*Not significant





















64
per cent of group 1 had tornado damage, 56 per cent of group 2 had
tornado damage, and 47 per cent of group 3 had tornado damage, The
major differences in the groups was by design; subjects in groups 1
and 2 had family responsibility and subjects in group 3 lived alone,
The average age of subjects in groups 4, 5, and 6 varied

from two to four years (see Table 37). The average number of years

TABLE 37

COMPARISON OF CHARACTERISTICS OF HEA LTH CARE
WORKERS AND RED CROSS WORKERS IN THE
EXPERIMENTAL AND CONTROL GROUPS

Experimental
Control
Characteristics From Disaster Area
Red Cross
Family Role Community Role
(4) N =55 (5) N =46 (6) N = 38
Age
Mean 39,64 years 35,96 years 37.29 years
Range 18-63 19-65 21-62
Education
Mean 9.47 years 16,17 years 13,89 years
Range 0-36 8-49 5-48
Continuous Hours !
Worked '
Mean < 14,69 hours 15, 17 hours 15,24 hours
Range ( 9-22 9-23 12-20










COMPARISON OF CHARACTERISTICS OF HEALTH CARE WORKERS
AND RED CROSS WORKERS IN THE EXPERIMENTAL AND
CONTROL GROUPS BY OCCUPATION AND ROLE

Characteristics

Age
Mean
Range

Education
Mean
Range

Continuous Hours
Worked

Mean

Range

Sex
Men
Women

Religion
Declined
Protestant
Catholic
Jewish
Other
None
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TABLE 38

Family Role

(7) R.N.s (10} Others
N = 32 N =23
39.69 years 39.56 years

22-61 18-63
15 years 14, 26 years
14-16 9-22
11,25 hours 7 hours
0-36 0-24
- 7 (30%)
32 (100%) 16 (70%)

1 { 3%) --
15 ( 47%) 18 (79%)
15 ( 47%) 4 (17%)

1 ( 3%) 1 (4%)

{8) R.N.s
N = 16

37.50 yean
20-60

15 years
14-18

16.5 hours
8-49

-

16 (100%)

13 ( 81%)
3 { 19%)
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Except for variance in characteristics around which subjects were
grouped, the major differences were in the proportion of men to
women and the range of years of subject's education. Thus, all of

the groups were not evenly matched for each characteristic,
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Although the majority of health care workers checked first
on their family before reporting for work in the cormmunity, it must
be noted that generally there was only a short time spent with their
family, Those who did stay to comfort their children or just to be
with their family for a while admitted to guilt, Workers expressed
guilt because their homes or families were safe, with destruction all
around them.

There was a spirit of community altruism with a high value
on disaster relief work of any kind, People came from far and near,
saying they had to do ''something." Nurses reported for duty who
had not worked for years. Hospitals were generously staffed, and
could have well afforded for the worker with family responsibilties
to stay at home for a while. In fact, personnel were encouraged to
see about their family, When subjects recounted this to the inter-
viewer, they appeared grateful for the hospital management's concern,
but nevertheless felt a strong need to stay on duty.

It was surprising to the researcher that the sample popula-
tion's mean scores on the PSS scales were lower than the standardized
scores. Can scores standardized to a New York City population not
be generalized to a small mid-western community? Or, can the

lower scores of the subjects be attributed to a mass use of denial?
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