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CHAPTER I

A SURVEY OF THE SOCIAL AWD PCLITICAL HISTORY OF THE LAST
HALR OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

The movement toward social reform during the Queen
Anne period was the result of forces which had been at
work throughout the last half of the seventeenth century.
In order to understand thie social conditions of the age,
a knowledge of the preceding fifty years 1s necessary.
The purpose of this study is to determine the extent of
Addisont's influence in bringing about social and moral
reforms which took place in the early part of the eight-
eenth century. However, the work of the social reform-
er can be measured only when it is presented against the
background of the age whicih he sought to reform. It is
but logical to preface a study of Joseph Addison's in-
fluence on socizl reform with a survey of the social, po-
litical, and literary tendencies which brought about the
conditions in English social life that prevailed at the
beginning of the Queen Anne period.

Early in the seventeenth century the struggle be-

tween King and Parliament, which Elizabeth's personal
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popularity had held in check, was resumed with the acces-
sion of the first Stuart. As the century progressed, in-
creasing bitterness between the two factions made civil
war inevitable. The country was sharply divided into two
classes which were motivated partly by politiecal and part-
ly by religious principles. The Royalists were chiefly
concerned with the political aspects involved, while the
Parliamentarians were equally concerned with the religious
aspects. The king and his adherents--the aristocrats and
their dependents--defended the theory of divine right and
.the supremacy of thé Established Church. The opposition,
composed of the trading and commercial classes, upheld
the doctrine of popular rights as embodied in parlismenta-
ry rule and in Puritanism. Cromwell and Milton were typ-
ical Puritans, and it was the zeal of such leaders rather
than superiority of numbers which brought success to their
cause. Feudal wars, the rise of monarchial government,
theological controversies centering about the Reformation,
and finally the contest between King and Parliament, had
culminated in a complete triumph for the Parliamentarians
with the execution of Charles I in 1649.

The Commonwealth was an outgrowth of the Reforma-
tion, which had tended toward a new arrangement of society

according to religious and political creeds instead of the



feudal order of the liddle Ages. Because the middle
classes constituted the backbone of the Puritan regime,
they gained control of the govermment--usurping the posi-
tion hitherto occupied by the aristocracy alone, and never
again have they wholly lost their hold on the government.
Although Parliamentary rule was not in any sense democrat-
ic, and no true reform was brought about in it until the
latter part of the century, Puritanism gave a semblance of
reality to democracy by proclaiming all men equal before God.
The growth of Puritanism had important results in the
social and literary life of the country. One of the
first acts of the lLong Parliament, in 1642, was to close
the theatres, and for fourteen years no regular performances
were given. The Elizabethan drama had lost most of its glo=-
ries since the beginning of the century, and so it was un-
avle to survive this blow. All art and literature except
that of a didactic nature were also frowned upon. Iilton
wrote no poetry of importance during this period, but de=-
voted himself to the writing of political pamphlets. How-
ever, there is nothing unusual in the absence of a national
literature during the Commonwealth, 2s a period of politi-
cal strife has never been favorable for the development of
a great literdture. Even though Cromwell's government was

very efficient, it was nothing less than a military despot-
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ism. Xvery phase of life, including the simplest amuse-
ment, was subjected to harsh and intolerant regulation.
This policy of attempting to force all men to live in ac=-
cordance with their own narrow views led many Puritans,
especially those who were not religious fanatics, to turn
against the Commonwealth. ®If this be liberty%, said a
contemporary, “what nation in Burope lives in servitude?"

After the death of Cromwell, the threat of anarchy
was imminent for a period of eighteen months. Every one
had grown weary of the extreme austerity of the Puritan
regime, and the unceftainty of the future made a reaction
in favor of monarchial government inevitable. It was the
only form of government that all factions would agree to.
So the trend of events in 1659 brought about the next year,
a restoration which royalty alone could never have accoum=-
plished.

This restoration, however, was not the reestablish=-
ment of the Crown with its former prerogatives unimpaired.
All the salutary laws limiting the power of the executive
for which Pym and Hampden and Cromwell had struggled con=-
tinued to be in effect, and thus the absolutism of the

Tudors and the early Stuarts had been rendered difficult
of repetition. The revolution was not reversed.

The sudden relief afforded by the security of a sta=-

1 E.M.Hulme, A History of the British People. (The
Century Company, New York and London, 1924.), p. 313,
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ble government caused a violent reaction against the ex-
treme rigidity of morals enforced by Puritan tyranny, so
that the lowest stage of moral laxity in national history
was reached during the Restoration period. 1Idealists were
superseded by men with no ideals, and disillusionment was
reflected in the thoughts, ideas, and manners of the peri-
od. The nation, emerging from the restraint exercised by
the government for twenty years, manifested whole-hearted
enthusiasm for the looseness and immorality which charac-
terized court life. The court that Charles gathered about
him was the most brilliant the nation had ever witnessed.
With its establishment a period of prolonged festivities
ensued during which the intrigues and extravagances of the
King and his courtiers became such scandals that the age
gained lasting and unenviable notoriety.

The Xing was handsome, affable, and charming in man-
ner. His gayety, good nature, and freedom from pretense
made him generally popular, but his conduct, both public
and private, admits of no justification. Whenever he had
the opportunity, he sacrificed the interests of England to
satisfy his own selfish desires, and only his fondness for
Pleasure and his laziness prevented him from being a tyrant.
Because of his unwillingness to exert himself against Pro=

longed opposition and his determination "not to g0 on his
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travels again', Parliament was able to check any tendency
toward that absolutism which was characteristic of the
Stuarts. Therefore, the govermment during the Restoration
was a monarchy limited by Parliamentary rule, and the trans-
fer of power from Crown to Parliament went on steadily dur-
ing the greater part of Charles's reign.

After experiment with the so=-called democracy of the
Commonwealth had ended,the wide-spread feeling of a return
to hard reality led to corruption in politics, as well as
in sociefy and in literature. ZEvery one whose interests
were concerned welcomed the re-establishment of the monarchy
as a stable order of government. Under the cloak of promot-
ing public welfare, all classes set out to gratify their own
desires at no expense to themselves. The nobility recovered
the prestige and sinecures it had previously held, and the
niddle classes obtained the peace and opportunities so in-
dispensable for the promotion of business interests. Seem-
ingly all the old world of hereditary caste and ancient cus-
tom was re-instated. For the time Dbeing, the aristocratic
social order triumphed over democracy, and the Cavaliers en-
Joyed a strength out of all proportion to that they had held
before the Civil War. Iost of the Royalists, whose estates
had been confiscated, recovered their property, but they no

longer controlled the wealth of the country.
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During the twenty years of the Commonwealtl:, the ru-
ral gentry had suffered probably more thanauy other classe.
Their estates, which constituted the whole of their wealth,
had been either confiscated or rendered useless, so that
they had no means of sustenance. Consequently, their stand-
ard of living was so altered that they had become boorish
in manner, prejudiced, and illiterate. However, at the Res-
toration, they resumed their former position in‘society and
regained control of some of the best public and ecclesigs ti=-
cal offices that they regarded as theirs by hereditary right.
The House of Lords was recruited tfrom their ranks, and so
lords and gentry formed the ruling class during the first
part of the period. The Church also identified its inter-
ests with theirs.

After the fanaticism of the Puritan regime had passed,
religion became a joke and bore the brunt of the scorn and
ridicule of the Cavaliers. ZHEven the more serious-minded re-
garded it as merely a conventional form necessary to hold
society together. With religion out of favor, the clergy
lost the power and prestige they had formerly held. The
dignitaries of the Church were no longer drawn from the
pecrage, and at one time during the period only two bishops
were sons of péers. Beelesliastical offices that had at-

tractive salaries were more often bestowed on men for po=
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litical services than on those who merited them. The new
regime was for the especial benefit of the re-constituted
hierarchy in both political and social relationships.

In revenge for the civil disabilities imposed upon
Anglicens during the Commonwealth, Cavaliers discriminated
against the Puritans, politically and socially. The mid-
dle classes, who had held all political power during the
preceding period, now devoted themselves to commerce and
business. Instead of attempting to change the government
into a middle=-class institution, they accepted the new or-
der without protest; and left all ostensible positions of
power and authority to the nobility and gehtry. These re-
stricted classes, who continued to be the most substantial
and sober, were content to remain in social obscurity. How-
ever, since they had acquired a permanent interest in pol-
ities during the Commonwealth, they gradually and guietly
regained their influence in the affairs of government.

The Restoration had been more of a social than a
political reaction, so morals and manners underwent radi-
cal changes. The influence of Charles II and his court on
morals in general was most pernicious. Since the court set
the standards for polite society, their dissolute manners
were considered part of good breeding and essential to

charm. The Civil War had been a conflict between two modes
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of living: that of the nobility who loved pleasure and ease,
and that of the middle classes who were austere and serious
of purpose. The triumph of the latter had swept away a
court and its vices, but with the return of Charles, there
was restored a court with worse vices. The Cavaliers' ha-
tred for everything Puritan led to ridicule of all that
characterized the regime. The extreme piety, zeal, and
also hypoerisy, incited the Cavaliers to the opposite ex-
treme in ostentatious profligacy. The Puritans had banned
all that was pleasant in life, so the Cavaliers re-instated
pleasure as their only God. It became an age in which
pleasure was the main purpose in life, and it was enjoyed
to the fullest. The education of children of the nobility
was primerily training in social accomplishments. The eld-
est son was usually sent abroad with a tutor whose chief
qualification must be knowledge of the world. Only younger
sons went to the university or were apprenticed to some
trade. Girls were sent to boarding schools at an early age
to be taught dancing, music, painting, and French. On fin-
ishing school, they returned home to complete their educa-
tion by reading the romances, plays, and poems that were
fashionable for the time~being.

Life at the court of Charles was, at best, a coarse

réplica of that of Versailles. French influence prevailed
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not only in dress, manners, and amusements, but it also
penetrated their modes of thinking and feeling. There was
a continuous round of festivities at which the chief amuse-
ments were drinking, gambling, dancing, and flirting. How-
ever, the King's favorite pastime was attending the theatre.
At the beginning of the period, Charles and his courtiers
were practically its only patrons, but soon the theatre be-
came the social center, as well as the moral symbol of the
age. Restoration drama, especially comedy, was the outcome
of a state of manners and of mind. Soon after the theatres
were re-opened, a néw type of comedy--the comedy of manners
inspired by the superficialities of society--became very
popular. It was a fitting vehicle for the witty, sparkling
dialogue and the artistic workmanship of Sir George Btheredge,
Sir John Vanbrugh, William Wycherley, William Congreve, and
other dramatists of the period. Since these plays mirrored
the life of the court, they reflected the vitiated tastes of
those for whom they were written. Their wit and humor made
licentiousness very attractive. To please the court the
dramatists attacked the very foundations of morality in a
spirit of cynicism and contempt for conventional behavior.
The dissolute character of the hero was presented as a model
for a man of breeding and refinement; while all those por=-

trayed with honest and sober character were ridiculed and
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denounced. This tone of ribaldry wes also intermixed with
the pathos of tragedy. For & brief time the Hercic drama
was the most popular form of tragedy, but it was impossible
because of its artificiality. Iater in the perioed tragedy
was fasghioned according to the classical unities. Shake-
speare's tragedies proved very unpopular in their original
form, but their adaptation to classical rules became a fa=-
vorite practice among dramatists. DPepys' comments on the
desirability of such adaptation is characteristic of the
Restoration audience: "Fortunately these old plays have
been brought up to date by skilful people who have done
their work well; a gloomy tragedy like lMacbeth becomes
quite agreeable with pantomimic effects."

Although the low moral tone of the Restoration peri-
od wes most direectly reflected in the drama, there were
great changes in prose and poetry. It was an age in which
literature was intellectuzal rather than imaginative and
emotional. This was due, in great part, to the French in-
fluence, which preveiled in literature as in everything else
after the Restoration.

Poetry became prosaic, for it was made the vehicle
for argument, controversy, and personal and political satire.
Since the principles of regularity and correctness were cul-

tivated, instead of feeling and imagination, the result was
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an entirely artificial type of poetry. Two representative

poems were Dryden's Absalom and Achitophel, a political

gsatfire, and Butler's Hudibras, & burlesgue on Puritans.

That Charles II favored the style of the French prose
writers and feostered its development in English prose was
responsible for the only worth while advancement made in
literature during the pericd. This change in style marked
the beginning of modern English prose. Simplicity; clarity,
and precision of expression were substituted for the intri-
cate and elaborate style of the preceding age. The spon=-
taneity and naturalness which characterize conversation
were aimed at by the foremost prose writers of the day.

This familiar style was peculiarly suited to the age for
several reascns: & spirit of criticism and of reasoning
marked the intellectual life of the age; z growing interest
in science needed plain and unambiguous writing for its ex=-
pesition; conflicting social interests and opposing politi-
cal parties called for a vigorous prose. The pen war be-
tween Whigs and Tories, which raged during the first part

of the eighteenth century, began during the Restoration.
Controversial writing tended to develop exactness and sim=-
plicity of language for the benefit of public opinion. These
and other influences were instrumental in the transformation

which prose underwent. Besides the prose dealing with sube-
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jects of contemporary interest, there were diaries, jour-
nals, and memoirs which have proved of great value to so-
cial history because they give detailed accounts of con-
temperary life. Pepys' Diary, Evelyn's Riary, and Burnet's
History of ly Own Times are among the best of these works.

In literature the Restoration periocd is often called
the “Age of bryden', who is known as "the greatest man of
a little age." His work in drama, in poetry, and in prose
led in adopting the new principles of writing, so that he
wag really the most representative man of letters of the
age; and he was acknowledged as its literary dictator by
his contemporaries.

Because literature is & social product which re-
flects existing conditions, it is apparent that Restora=-
tion literature lacks those qualities of moral strength,
spiritual fervor, and creative energy so necessary for a
literature to be great. However, analysis, criticism,
realism, and satire are qualities of ite literary activity
which have been definite influences in the development of
literature, especially of prose literature.

With the accession of James II there was no defi-
nite change in the general trend of affeirs. But, because
he was more devoted to his religion, and because he entire-

1y lacked the tact and charm which characterized his brothe
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er, he soon became very unpopular. He re-asserted the doc=-
trine of royal prerogative so that he might favor his fel-
low Catholics, and in doing so, brought to a crisis the
political unrest and fear of religious oppression which had
been increasing during the last years of Charles's reign.
The fate of James II proved that the political liberty that
the Puritans had gained was not to be sacrificed, and it
2lso put an end to the struggle between King and Parlia-
ment for supremacy in government.

The Revolution of 1688 was the true beginaing of
Parliamentary goverhment in England. Thereafter, the minis-
ters were responsible to Parliament, the representatives of
the people, and not to the King. After the setting up of a
new regime, there were difinite signs of reaction in public
cpinion against the morals and manners of the Restoration,
and soon elements of a distinctly moral nature were inter-
fused with political motives. The politicel and moral trans-
formation, which began then, marked a transition between the
Restoration period and the Eighteenth Century period in
which most of those features characteristic of the latter
had their origin.

Increasing bitterness between political factions and
contempt for political principles were characteristics which

exerted great influence in the latter part of the seventeenth
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century and throughout the eighteenth century. One cause
was the continual intriguing of the Jacobites, which did
net end until their last hopes were defeated in 1746. How=
ever, the principal cause was the rivalry for control of
governmental affairs between the landed aristocracy and the
rising commercial or middle classes. The latter, who had
been pushed into obscurity during the Resteoration pericd,
had devoted themselves to making money. With the beginning
of the modern era, wealth was no longer centered in land
but included money as well, so that through economic power
they gained a social and political power which steadily ine
creased until its highest point of development was reached
during the first half of the eighteenth century. These
classes, who were known politically as Vhigs, stood for re-
form, for expansion and empire, and for an energetic foreign
policy. The Tories, composed mostly of country gentlemen
and the clergy, were in favor of no change in the established
institutions, and many of them were Jacobites.

With .the beginning of modern England there was a def-
- inite shifting of the center of social gravity. The upper
middle class, compbsed of business and professional men, was
able, through wealth, fo force an alliance with the heredi-
tary nobility. Although society after 1688 remained aristo-

cratic, the sPifit of the middle classes began to pervade
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its tone and manners. The moralizing tastes of the middle
classes were first menifested in literature. There was a
decided reaction against the cynicism and immorality of
Restoration drama. Ten years after the "Glorious Revolu~-

tion", Jeremy Collier published his Short View of the Pro-

faneness and Immorality of the English Stage. About the

same time Richard Steele and Colley Cibber introduced the
sentimental comedy, which was the beginning of & more sym-
“pathetic attitude both in actual 1life and in literature.
Other efforts toward reform had their origin through pam-
phlets. They were especially important in educating public
opinion tc the necessity of reform. This phase of reform
was taken up and carried on successfully by the periodical
essay during the Queen Anne period.

In this transition period between 1688 and 1700,
there was a renascence of national spirit which must exist
before there can be a national literature. The reaction of
the deeper instincts against the excesses of worldly corrup=-
tion was the first sign of & moral awakening. Politiecal op~-
position to the govermment of Charles II and James II, Prot-
estant unrest, agitation by the Catholics, shame for the
subjection of the English Crown to Louis XIV, disgust with
the domination of French influence in art and fashion, all

contributed toward the re-birth of national spirit and made
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the Revolutioﬁ of 1688 a decisive success.

In sumnarizing the history of the last half of the
seventeenth century, one finds several very definite trends
in pelitical and social history which are, in turn, reflect-
ed in the literature of the period. One of the most strik-
ing features throughout the survey is the steady gain of
power by Parliament. Although the Restoration was seeming-
ly & renunciation of all that the Civil War and Commonwealth
had stocod for, it was a reconstruction of royalty by divine
right in form only. - The strife and uncertainty of the Com=-
monwealth had worn the people out, so that they outwardly
accepted the supremacy of the Crown, but in reality Parlia-
ment continued to force the Crown te surrender’its prercga-
tives one by one. This growth in Parliamentary rule cul-
minated in a complete triumph with the Revolution of 1688.

Another interesting feature is the varied political
and social fortunes of the middle classes. However, their
political history almost parallels that of Parliament, though
they experienced a temporary loss of power in it during the
first part of the Restoration pericd. Since the liddle Ages,
these classes had been gaining both political and social
| recognition. Winning the Civil War was & triumph for them,
but they made the mistake of monopolizing the government by

s

the absolute control of Parliament. As Parliament was come
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posed wholly of their representatives, the nobility and
gentry were dispossessed as completely as royalty. Natural-
ly, these two classes united with the Crown to regain their
pelitical position, and with the Restoration,they, in turn,
excluded the middle classes from society and politiecs. Al-
though their sociel and political powers had been swept a=-
way, the middle classes continued to increase in economic
power, and eventually, with the modern era, it was this
power that gained for them the control of both social and
politieal policies.-

The last and probably most important feature traced
in this survey is the change in socizl life and the result-
ing effect upon literature. Although all these trends have
been faithfully reflected in the literatures of the several
bericds, the changes in morals and manners have had the most
direct effect on the development of literature. The fanati-
cism with which the Puritans governed society inevitably
resulted in a reacticn to the opposite extreme and this
brought about conditions just as impossible. After a pericd
of time, necessary to reach a state of normalcy between
these two extremes, had passed, the underlying principles
on which English life is based again became apparent. Of
course, superficially, the England of the later Stuarts was

lacking in every element necessary for progress in social
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life and in literature, but out of this England grew those
conditions that characterized the eighteenth century and
made possible the great reforms in society with which this

study is concerned.



CHAPTER II

ADDISON IN RELATION TO HIS AGE

Addison's great influence on social reform during
the Quaen Anne period can be understood only by consider=
ing the factors which made his work timely. First, the
realization of the need for reform brought about a spirit
of humanitarianism hitherto unknown. Second, a combination
of circumstances made the esgsay pericdical, as it is repre-
sented in the Tatler and Spectator, the most suitable type
of literature for directing the social movement. Third,
Addison's humenistic qualities of character and literary
style were especially effective in gaining for him the po-
sition of leadership which he soon attained through his
writing.

Socially, the Queen Anne pericd was one peculiarly
ready for the reformer. Class, religion, and political dis-
sensions were characteristic of the age. With the accession
of Anne, the struggle between Whigs and Tories for control
of the govermnment became more embittered, and penetrated all
social and intellectual circles. Defoe says, "A Vhig will

no more go to the Cocr Tree or Ozindats, than a Tory will be
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seen at the Coffee~house of St. James's." The conflict
between Puritans and Cavaliers continued also, but it had
become social rather than militant. The corruption, affec-
tations, and excesses of all kinds, which had characterized
Restoration society, still prevailed in the social life of
fashionable circles. However, the merchants and financiers
who rose to social prominence as a result of their wealth
and intermarriage with impoverished aristocrats were, for
the most part, descendants of the Puritans. They preserved
the rigor of their forebears, tempered and refined by their
new prosperity and social contacts. They began the demand
for reform in morals and manners by fighting immorality and
licentiousness in the theatre. As the middle classes became
seriously concerned with referm and morality, socizl life
gained decency and dignity. The number of people who clung
to the superficial and dissipated habits of Restoration life
gradually decreased as the age became increasingly humane
and reasonable. The movement toward reform was actively
supported by Anne. She enccuraged such humenitarian organi-
zaltions as the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge and
the Society for Propagating the Gospel. The oldest and most
influential of these associations with moral, religious, or
philanthropic aims was the Society for the Reformation of

lanners. Anne also kept her court free from scandal and



22
set a personal example as a model of propriety and respect-
ability.

Conditions needing reform and an increasing demand
for reform are seemingly all that could be necessary to in-
sure success for the reform of morals and ma&nners. On the
contrary, there are octher factors just as vital as these in
the work of reform. The reformer must have an effective
means for reaching those whom he wishes to reform, and he
must have the ability to direct the reform he wishes to ef-
fect. It is necessary to show that several factors made
the essay periodicai especielly suitable as an instrument
for directing the social movement. |

Although of earlier origin, the coffe~house of the
Queen Anne period became one of the most influential in-
gtitutions in London. After the isolation of earlier ages,
men set about learning the art of living together amicably,
even though they held different opinions. Hundreds of pub-
lic coffee-houses sprang up in London, offering to all
classes of people an opﬁortunity for coming together to
discuss those problems with which they were confronted. It
Was an age of domesticity, for men's thoughts dwelt on the
every-day problems of life. The wealth of the middle
clesses afforded them leisure and opportunity for self-im=-

provement. They wanted and needed guidance amid the numer-
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ous perplexities of a changing social system; so they de-
pended upon the discussions of the coffee-house circles
to help them tocward some standardization in these matters.
The coffee-house was the newspaper, club, and btusiness of=-
fice all in one-~- "the center of news, the lounge of the
idler, the rendezvous for appointments, the mart for busi-
ness men."l Each group had its faverite; Tories frequented
the Cetober, VWhigs the Kit-Kat, scholars the Grecian, and
business men Garraway's. Hence, the coffee-house became a
great socializing factor, but its influence on the social
movement would necessarily have been limited if the period-
ical had not become the organ of the coffee-house. Since
the essayists were members of one or more coffee-house
groups, they were able to choose topics which they knew to
be of greatest interest and to discuss them according to
general opinion. The pericdicel essayists were influenced
not only in their choice of subject-matter by the conversa-
tions they heard, but also in their adoption of an informal,
cenversational style of writing which further insured the

attention of the reading public,

Previous to this time, there had been no wholesome,

1 John Ashton, Social Life in the Reign of Queen Anne,
(Chatto and Windus, London, 1925+), p, 161.
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light reading-matter that might be termed literature. Al=-
though numerous Jjournals, news sheets, and pamphlets were
published, they depended upon political and religious prej=-
udices or scandal and vulgar gossip for their subjeci-mattiere.
However, these inferior and unsatisfactory writings had
gained a wide popularity among the middle classes. Their
evident desire for reading-matter, written in a style and
manner that they could appreciate, proved that the pericdi-
cel had unlimited possibilities as a type of literature.

Although the Tatler and Spectator are the most fa-

mous of all periocdicals, the history of the periodical did
not begin with them. There were various types of periodi-
cal literature throughout the seventeenth century, but the
immediate predecessors of the periodical essay did not ap-
pear until the latter part of the century. The best of

these were John Dunton's Athenian Mercury (1690-1711) a

"learned" periodical; Roger L'Estrange's Qbservator (1681=-

1687); Edward Ward's London Spy (1698-1700); and Daniel

Defoe's Weekly Review of the Affairs of France (1704-1713).

The eighteenth century periodical resembled these

predecessors in several ways, but Defoe's Weekly Review

was the only one that approached the Tatler and the gpec-
tator in style and subject-matter. That Steele obtained

Dints for the plan of the Tatler from these earlier peri-
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odicals has never been denied, but, with the exception of
Defoe, he was the first of the periodical essayists to en-
dow his paper with a style and tone suitable to the subject-
matter, and at the same time, attractive to readers. This
easy, familiar style was first used by the French essayist,
Montaigne. He had many imitators, but previous to the
Gueen Anne period, no one had adapted the manner to the
subject-matter of the periodical.

All types of literature indicate the relationship
between contemporary life and literature. This is partice
ularly true of the'essay, since it is easily moulded ac-
cording to circumstances. There have been periods in the
history of several countries when the chief business of the
entire nation seemed to be that of talking. This was true
at the beginning of the eighteenth century in England when
the popularity of the club, tavern, and coeffee-house was
at its height. 1In view of this fact, it is not remarkable
that the essay (for certain types of letter-writing and
Journalism may be considered as such) became the most popu-
lar form of literature during the period.

In recognizing the middle classes as a reading public

and by making the Tatler the organ of the coffee=house,
Steele and Addison were able to perform a great work in the

movement toward social reform. Through the periodical
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essay, they set out to educate their public in sound prin-
ciples of conduct by purging meoral and social evils from
men's habits and lives, and by supplying ideals of morality
and rules for good manners.

Although the Tatler was far from perfect, it soon
became the most popular periocdical of the age. 1t had two
distinct advantages over its rivals. 1ts plan was more
flexible and attractive than that of any other periodical,
and its superior literary style was due to the writings of
Steele, Addison, and other notable writers. The plan and
purpose of the Tetler were not original; nevertheless, 1t
is far superior to all its predecessors. Defoe's "Scandal=-
ous Club" undoubtedly suggested the club idea that Steele
used in his paper, and its form and method of distribu-
tion had been features of various papers. Probably the
only original, and by far the most successful, feature of
the Tatler was its division inte sections which were re-
served for contributions from the several coffee-houses.
Steele stated this part of the plan in the first number of
the Tatler:

All accounts of gallantry, pleasure and entertain-
ments, shall be under the article of White's Chocolate-
house; poetry, under that of Will's Coffee-house; Learning,
under the title of Grecian, foreign and domestic news, you
will have from Saint James's Coffee-house, and what else I

have to offer on any other subject shall be dated from my
own apartment.
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With this arrangement Steele had opened an almost
inexhaustible fund of material which contained enough vari-
ety to hold the interest of nearly all classes. However,
in order to insure the success of his paper, Steele used
his position as Gazetteer to advantage by featuring foreign
and domestic news in lhe early numbers of the 2@3&3{. As he
became more certain of his public, he revealed his inten-
tion of carrying out the purpose that he had outlined in
the first numbers of the paper--to paint vice and virtue
in their true colors. He created the fictitious character
which he called Isaac Bickerstaff, 2 name made popular by
Swift, and he proposed to discharge the duties of an imagi-
nary censor of social conduect through lr. Bickerstaft's
#*lucubrations®.

The first number of the Tatler appeared April 12,
1709, and was published three times a week until January =2,
1711. The reason for its sudden and unexpected termination
is not known, but the supposition is that Steele and Addi-
s50on had decided that the paper was no longer capable of
furthering their program of reform. It had served its pur-
pose, for it gave them opportunity to discover and develop
the style and method most suitable for presenting their
reflections on the customs and habits of contemporary life

and for holding the attention of a large and heterogeneous
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reading public. fThey had altered the original plan of the
would allow no further change. On HMarch 1, 1711, the first
Spectator, a daily instead of a thrice weekly, appeared.

The Tatler established the essay periodical as a
type; the Spectator perfected it. The E@Elgg had been
little more than a sheaf of notes and sketches, while each
isgue of the Spegﬁﬁﬁgf contained & single, exquisitely ae-
veloped thought, and was in reality a deily essay on moral-
ity, literature, philosophy, serious or humorous reflection.
In the Tatler Steele had compared himself 1o a distréssed
prince who calls in a powerful neighbor for aid. Addison
had advanced Steele's undertaking to a higher level than
his original plans. As a result Steele forfeited his posi-
tion of leadership and relied upon Addison more and more.
Both papers attempted to apply the wisdom of all epochs and
nations to current problems, but the Spectator was more in-
sistently moral in purpose, and became the self-appointed
but readily accepted leader of the Puritan reaction from
Restoration traditions. The pages of both the Tatler and
the Spectator were peopled with types of character designed
to enliven or illustrate the author's reflections. However
Steele's creation, Isaac Bickerstaff, was little more than

a mouth-pieée for pronouncements. Although he outlined the
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character of the Speetator and members of his club, 1t was
Addison who gave reality to the new "Censor Iforum®. In a
day of preachers, the shy, whimsical, genial humorist was
vastly more pleasing and influential than the serious,
dogmatic theclogian. The good-natured ridicule of the
Spectator succeeded in'making ridiculous, even to himself,
the fop who curled his hair, wore a cane %on the fifth
button*, took snuff, and developed the fine art of love-
making.

All London soon knew and loved the amiable philoso-
pher and his club--the squire, the merchant, the clergyman,
the soldier, the lawyer, and the man of fashion. But, what
was more important, the Spectator humanized for the middle
classes theif philosophy of manners, conduct, and morals,
and it was not long until all classes began to realizé the
need for reform of a social system which contained so many
evils.

Every feature of the eighteenth century periodical
as 1t was developed in the Tatler and the Spectator mede it
the ideal literary instrument for Addison's task of social
reform. In no other type of literaturée is the writer's per-
sonality so clearly revealed as in the informal and inti-
mate style of the familiar essay. Addison's character,

training, and literary telents were those of & humanist.
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In an age when humanism and classicism were just coming
into their own, Addison's genius was peculiarly fitting
for leadership in the movement toward social reform.

On first thought it seems remarkable that Addison,
2 man of reserved and scholaerly habits, should hold the
highest office the state offered a commoner, that he be-
came the most renowned literary figure, and that he should
enjoy gresat persoﬁal popularity. However, he was, in every
way, a man of the times--his temperament and character made
him the ideal of the middle classes. His life was one of
balance in which his artistic creed and his moral faith
were in accord, and were encouraged by a serene and tran=-
quil home life. Steele, whose own life was more turbulent,
referred to Addison's early enviroumment, his gentle, learned
fether, 2s an educational idealg Addison gave early promise

of the classical scholership with which he was to distin-

414

gulsh himself. His skilled Iatin verse won him many aca-
demie honors--including a Fellowship which he held until
1711. ©Political patronage of men of letters was in vogue
during the age. Addison, testifying to his political or-
thodoxy in several poems, gained the support of Charles
lontague, & Whig leader. He secured for his protege a
pension which enabled Addison to travel abroad in prepara-

tion for o diplomatic career.
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Addison found France congeniel, and for a year he
lived in scholarly seclusion. From France he went to Italy,
where his chief interest was in the setting of his beloved
ancients, Virgil and Horace. But Addison, quoting ILatin
poets as he climbed Vesuvius and wandered among the almond
trees of Capri, was no mere dilettante, though he was
theroughly imbued with the culture of his day when classi-
cal learning was part of the intellectual man's educaticn.
Ae well as the historical scenery, he saw the abuses of
govermment and the evils of social life. In the mountain
of San Marino, Addison noted the honesty and freedom of the
mounteineers, which he contrasted with conditions in Rome
vhiere tyranny had reduced the Campagna to a wilderness.

In 1702 the death of King William drove Addisont's
ihig friends from power,and his pension ceased. A year
later, he returned to England to resume 0ld friendships and
to meke new ones. He was without employment for nearly a
year, which necessitated his living very frugally. However,
pecuniary difficulties failed to distress him, and he main-
tained the same serenity and cheerfulness that character-
1zed his temperament throughout kis life. Vhen the Whigs
rose to power again, Addison was engeged to commemorate
Iarlborough's great victory at RBlenheim. The resulting

poem, "The Campaign®, with its ingenicus flattery of the
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British people, was an immediate success, and Addison's
political career was assured. Although he followed the
fortunes of his party in his writings for the Whig Exam-
iner and other political papers, his political writing was
obscured by his Tatler and Spectator essays. On the acces-
sion of George I, he was appointed Secretary to the Lord
Chief Justice, and entrusted with the conduct of govern-
ment until the Xing's arrival. Later he became again Chief
Secretary of Ireland and a commissioner for trade and the
Colonies. His political career, however, is not of par-
ticular interest except that it illustrates the value which
political leaders of the time attached to literary talents
and the force which his political power gave his social
reform.

Addison's personal character may, perhaps, best be
seen in contrast with that of his friend Steele. It seems
strange that two men so ditferent in character, training,
and experience should be inseparably asscciated in a lit-
erary and moral undertaking. But, inasmuch as they were
beth striving for the same end--to effect social and moral
reform--it is natural that succeeding generations should
give a common center to their careers. Steele was not, as
was Addison, a man of his times, but reflected the care

free manners and attitudes of the Restoraticn. It was only
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by accident that he was a classicist in any sense of the
word. Addison's influence made him strive for a restraint
at varisnce with his nature, for at heart, his literary
ideal consisted of a pleasant negligence and spontaneity,
instead of care and discipline. It is significant that
his dramatic efforts were gentimental and didactic comedies,
whereas Addison's dramas were classical not only in theme
but alsc in form and structure. The contrast between the

titles, Cato and The Conscious Lovers, is a silent note on

the great difference between the two a8 men as well as
drametists. Addison's entire training wes academic and
humenistic. He steeped himself in the purest culture of
antiquity, which provided a philosophy of life that served
him both as az model for his own and as a measure for the
life of the times. Steele, on the other hand, lefi school
without his degree, and led a vegrant life for a time. He
wrote treatises and comedies while he served as a soldier
and"searched for the philosopher's stone." "His temper was
sweet, his affections warm, his spirits lively, his pasg-
sions etrong, and his principles weak. His life was spent
in sinning and repenting; in inculcating what was right,

(]

@
and doing what was wrong."

) < J.B.lMecaulay, Essay on Addison and lilton, (Ginn
and Company, Boston, 1898.), p. 48.
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Although the difference between Addison, the numen-
ist, and Steele, the sentimentalist, was very great, they
worked together without friction. It might be said that
one was complement to the other; the qualities one lacked
were supplied by the other. More important still, both of
these egsayists, Jjournalists, statesmen, moralists, and
critics of manners pcssessed keen insight into human char-
acter, and genius for presenting effectively the lessons
they wished to inculcate.

It is probable that when Addison sent his first con-
tribution to the newly-discovered editor of the Tatler, he
had no idea of the gxtent and variety of his own powers.
He was the'possessor of a vast mine, rich in a hundred
ores", says lacaulay. Few men have marked such signal ad-
vance in the two fields of literature and social reform.
His choice and arrangement of words alone is sufficient to
make his essays classical. He successfully combined the
best of the various trends in the literary style of the
period. With the wisdom that many years of study, travel,
and public service had given him, Addison was well prepared
for his self-imposed task of teaching the classical ideals
of & well-crdered and bzlanced life. Iecaulay says, "As an
cbserver of life, of manners, of all shades of humen char-

acter, he stands in the firgt clags.®
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He had the gift of %“geeing human beings into existence®
and of making them éxhibit themselves to delighted readers.
Cnly Cervantes and Shakespeare excelled Addison in charac-
terization. In the world of social affairs he marked the
admirable fusion of Cavelier elements with the new strength
and vigor of the middle classes.

A brief summary of the variocus socializing factors
discussed in this chapter will leave no doubt that Addi-
scn's influence in the movement toward social reform was
very great. Political, economic, and social forces origi-
nating in the seventeenth century and steadily advancing
during the latter part of the century made inevitable the
revolutionary changes in the social system of the early
decades of the eighteenth century. Ideal conditions for
reform resulted: the need and desgire for reform existed;
the ideal literary medium for reaching a large public was
at hand; and most important of all, the man best fitted by

nature and training directed the movement.



ChAPTER III
ADDIBUN''S ESSAYS TUWARD MUuRAL REFURM

Although Addison's first essays oun morals and
manners were of an experimental nature, they helped him
to furmulate a definite program for social reform. His
essays fall into two main classes according to theme:
those of purely moral nature, which deal with "subjects
that never vary, but are forever fixt and immutable"
and thuse "that take their rise froum the folly, exfrava—
gence, and caprice of the present age." Addison realized
that the follies and absurdities which characterized the
social life of the perivd were "only indications of vice,
not criminal in themselves." His purpuse was to enter
intv the passions of mankind and to courrect the depraved
sentiments which were the source uf the evils that
existed in menners and dress. "Extinguish vanity in the
mind, and you naturally retrench the little superfluities

of garniture and equipage. The blussoms will fall of

themselves when the rouut that nourishes them is destruyed.”l

lspectator, No. 16, Vol. I, p. 75.
All references to Addisoun's or Steele's periodical writings
are to The British Essayists, 45 volumes, (Davidson, Lom-
bard Street, London, 1817.)
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Most of Addison's more serious essays are criti-
cisms of human nature in its broadest sense. In others
he emphasized those aspects of morality with which con-
temporary 1ife was chiefly concerned. Even though his.
essays in this group seem full of self-evident truths,
one need only refer to the history of culture to realize
the progress that has been made in man's morals since the
time in which Addison lived. The importance of his
teachings can hardly be judged in the light of present day
standards. In evaluating their worth, consideration must
be given to the conditions peculiar to the age. Addison's
reading public consisted largely of two classes: the
aristocrats, most of whom upheld improper ideals of life,
and the middle classes who lacked standards for judging
the values of life.,

The great number of Addison's moral essays gives
ample evidence of his sincerity in his avowed task "to
moralize refinement and to refine moraelity; to recommend
truth, innocence, honesty, and virtue as the chief orna-
ments of life.,” The increasing seriousness in tone and
theme of Addison's essays and the simultaneous growth in

popularity of the Svectator lead to the assumption that

his efforts toward moral and social reform were attended

with a measure of success. In a day when laxity of
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principle was expected of public characters, Addison re-
tained the reverence of all men., Raised to political
power by skill in writing, he added to his literary talents
all the influence arising from character; and the world was
forced to admit that one man at least was able to resist
the temptations of success, to adhere to his principles and

t

ideals as a Christian and a gentleman. From one whose '"zeal

was tempered by a regard for truth, humenity, and socilal

i

decorum,” who knew how to "use ridicule without abusing it,

who without inflicting a wound, effected a great social

2
" and who demanded of

reform, who reconciled wit and virtue,
himself even higher standards than those he exacted of
others, it is possible to accept even sermonizing without
grumbling, Macaulay attributes Addison's effectiveness as
a reformer to the peculiar charm of his satire., Unlike the
broad wit of Voltaire or the wit of Swift which preserves

a gravity, or sourness, of aspect while uttering the most
ludicrous of fancies, Addison's humor 1s that of a gentle=-
man whose quick sense of the ridiculous 1s tempered by good
nature and good breeding. Even in his merriment there is

grace and moral purity. It shines on the victim like a

"ray of sunshine" and leaves him the better for it, cleansed

1l

QMQCaulay, "Essay on Addison," p. 169,
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snd refreshed, not dazzled and shamed as by "flashes of
Swift's lightning,"

At a time when political differences had engrossed
the whole nation, the non-partisan policy of the Tatler
and the Spectator won the attention of all classes, The
religious and moral essays, as well as those on social
customs and manners, written in a didactic yet pleacsing
style, appealed to every moderate, fair-minded person.
Many people had grown tired of the bitter politicel dias=-
putes and had become interested in efforts toward improving
community morals, However, all classes of readers desired
entertainuent. Aithough virtue was scorned as the attri-
bute of the cold, formal Furitan, and vice crowned with
garlands and associated with genius, Addison provided
entertainment which was morally pure. After the profligate
days of the Restoration, he shifted the score, made vice
ridiculous, made virtue and decency logical and intelligent,
and so revolutionized literature and set the tone for
coming generations., His wide sympathies enabled him to
reag¢h every class -- men of fashion and fine ladies, who
listened to the Spectator's severe censorship of their
sins; the Dissenter, whose narrow views were kindly ridi-
culed; the country gentleman, who set an example for his

community. All listened respectfully, for the preacher
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was not narrow-minded and unfeeling, buf wise, kind, and
just.

Before considering those traits of character which
he deemed essential to attain any degree of satisfaction
and happiness in 1life, Addison set about correcting the
false ideals as represented in the 1ife and character of a
"oentlemans" In his definition of a true gentleman he
placed morality at the head of the list of necessary vir=-
tues. In his religious papers, which usually appeared on
Saturday as a fitting prelude to Sunday's devotion, he
discussed morality and faith as the two divisions of
religion., Of the two he found morality to be of greater
importance -- infidelity being less malignant in nature
than immorality. "There may be salvation," he said, "for
the virtuous infidel, but none for the vicious believer."5
(Here as elsewhere, Addison is untiring in his attack on
pilous hypocrisy and bigotry.) However, the two elements
of religion are complementary, and faith is necessary to
carry morality to higher levels, to furnish it new and
stronger mbtives, to meke love possible and "morality

effectual to salvation.”

S
Spectator. No. 459, vol. VIII, p. 29.
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Morality alone does not constitute a gentleman., Not
only must he be qualified for the "services and good," but
also for the ornament and delight, of society. The standard
set down almost demands perfection. 1In addition to a mind
graced with dignity and elevation of spirit, a clear under-
standing, reason free from prejudice, steady Jjudgment,
extensive khowledge, and a heart full of tenderness and
benevolence, the gentleman must possess manners '"modest
without bashfulness, frank and affable without impertinence,
obliging and complaisant without servility, cheerful and
good=humored without noise,"

Although the essayist included polite education and
correct attire as attributes which a gentleman should have,
he was scornful of current stendards which raised anyone
above the vulgar level who was possessed with such accom=
plishments as a "nimble pair of heels, a smooth complexion,
or an embroidered suit," and was more concerned for "wit
and sense than honesty and virtue." With justice the
Spectator charged the people of England, "as polite a nation

4
as any in the world," with allowing the affectation of

"gay and in fashion to eat up good sense and religion,"”

being
Addison had a new message -- that a man might be pure and

virtuous without being a "stiff-necked Puriten," and might

i

B
Spectator, No, 6, Vol. I, p. 31.
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live a 1life based on reason and good sense without being a
social outcast. His work was to destroy false and negative
ideals, the chief weakness of the age, and to replace them
with true ones. In short, to be a fine gentleman is to be
a generous and a brave man -- a man both learned and good-
natured. The new ideal was a fusion of the best of the two
elements of'English society -- Puritan and Cavalier,

Virtue had hitherto been discussed only as a-duty
and a means of making for happiness in the hereafter, but
Addisonvconsidered it "no farther than as it is in itself
of an amisable nature."5 Calmly, logically, and with the
support of the ancient Stoics in their idealization of a
virtuous mind in a fair body, Addison makes virtue
requisite for human happinesse. To be virtuous one must
Possess such characteristics -- advantageous alike to owner
and observer -- as temperance and abstinence, faith and
devotion, justice, charity, and munificence, These virtues
make a man popular and beloved, though he have other serious
defects of character. But the "two great ornaments of

virtue" are cheerfulness and good-nature,

These generally go together, as a man cannot be

bs! ‘ -
Spectator, No., 243, Vol. IV, p. 226.
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agreeable to others who is not easy within himself. They
are both very requisi te in a virtuous mind, to keep out
melanchuly from the many serious thoughts it is engaged in,
and to hinder its natural hatred of vice frum souring into
severity and censoriovusness.

A virtue which is indispensable for attaining
happiness is modesty. Addison says, "lMere bashfulness
without merit is awkward; and merit without modesty insolent;
but modest merit has a double claim %o acceptance."7
Exceedingly dangerous, in that it is so prevalent, is that
puliteness which "recommends impudence as good-breeding'
and keeps a man in countenance novt because he is innoucent,
but because he is shameless. By the side of true modesty
Addison places a picture of false mudesty which i1s governed
not by rules of right and wrong, but by that must pernicilous
of rules -~ what is fashionable. (Unfortunately the man
who is restrained from "doing what is good and laudable"
and led to do things indiscreet or even ignoble by his
assoclates! opiniun is not confined to Addison's day.)

Cheracteristically, Addison assoclated piety with
cheerfulness, counting both important virtues of humanity,

The associatiuvn of the two must have been welcomed in a

day when the pussessiun of a melanchouly and sober spirit

6
Spectator, No, 243, Vol. IV, p. 228
7Ibid., No. 231, Vol. IV, p. 170
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was extolled as the only passport to heaven. Addison dis-
cusses all attitudes and Dbehavior as habits of mind or
body which become dearer as they becoume more familiar., He
shows how ridiculous it i1s t©0 establish habits of sin, lust
and vice which lead inevitably to eternal damnation, when
virtue, morality, and piety are much more pleasant., Going
further, he ingeniously argues that during our lives we
ere conditioned either four heaven or hell. As he interprets
heaven, it is not the reward but the natural effect of a
religious life in which the seeds of spiritual joys and re-
flection have been planted, while pain and misery are the
only possible results of an aversion to al that is good.8
#ddison shows his reader that far from being & vice,
cheerfulness is a virtue approved by God, and then proceeds
to prove that cheerfulness, or "that evenness and tran-
quility of mind which is the health of the soul®” -~ not to
be cunfused with wantun mirth -- is a necessary accompani-
ment or a natural effect uf virtue that can be destroyed
only by the sense of guilt of ovne whu lives in a state of
vice or in atheism. Evidently one apprehensive either of
torment or annihilation -- "of Dbeilng miserable or of not

. . " 9
being at all" -- can scarcely 1live in good humor.” To be

8
“Spectatur, No. 447, Vol. VII, p. 296.
93Ibid., No. 381, 387, Vol. VII
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cheerful, therefore, one has only to live virtuously and
to believe in and be grateful for a benevolent God. The
result naturally will be the love and admiration of others,
so that a third factor enters to increase the original
cheerfulness, for the cheerful person grows healthy, attrac-
tive, and charming.,.

Good-nature, which is "more agreeable in conversation
than wit" and gives an "air to the countenance more amiable
than beauty," is a virtue that is born with us rather than
acqguired, It is good-nature, or its closest substitute,
good=-breeding, which makes possible all society and conver-
sation. It is expressed in an "affability, complaisance,
and easiness of temper." But as with other things, there
are classes or degrees of good-nature, and that which is a
temporary matter depending upon one's digestion or circula=-
tory system does not demand the respect of that which is
an "irradiation of the mind." Every reader must see the
absurdiby in a world already subject to pains and sorrows
innumerable of "adding grief to grief and aggravating the
common calamity by our cruel treatment of one another."lo

Addison continues:

YOspectator, §o. 169, Vol. III, p. 177.
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- Half the misery of human life might be extingulshed,
would men alleviate the general curse they be under, by
micual offices of coumpassion, benevolence, and humanity.
There is nothing therefoure thich we ought more to encourage
in ourselves and others, than that disposition of mind
which in our language goues under the title of guud—nature.ll
The converse of the maxim that happiness is the
natural result of virtue =-- namely, that unhappiness follows
upon vice =~ 1s approached by Addisoun with equal tact and
understending. His teaching, though didactic, is not pain-
ful; for he never despairs of mankind's ability tou cunqguer
its own defects., The Spectator does not shake a finger of
hupeless scurn, but points the way to a simpler and purer
life. In the parable of Menippus' visit tu heaven and the
trap-dour through which the counstant clamor of wild,
selflsh prayers beat upon the ears of tired Jove, the
application is obvious. But far from throwing up his hands
in despair at the vanity of human wishes, Addison éccepts
human frailty and suggests that one way to keep the folly
and extravagance of men's desires within bounds is by set-
forms of prayer.12

Addison, who "stooped to the level of must men," was

far frum being self-effacing; and his rise to political sand

1Spectatur, No., 169, Vol, III, p. 176.
P o R e e
1275313, No. 391, Vol. VII, p. 5.,
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literary success implies that he was not without wurldly
aubition, It is not a vice within itself. His philosophy
is best expressed in the folluwing passage:

Though it be true that we can have nuthing in us
that ought bu raise our vanity, yet a consciousness of our
own merit may be somtimes laudable. The folly therefore
lies here: we are apt to pride ourselves in worthless, or,
perhaps, shameful things; and on the other hand cuunt that
disgraceful which is our truest glory . . . What I would
observe is this, that we ought tu value ovurselves upun
thuse things only which superiuvr beings think valuable, since
that is thfgonly way for us not tu sink in ovur own esteem
hereafter,—*

Ambition, indeed, is a fundamental instinct implanted
in our natures as an "added incentive in virtuous excellence;"
needed to stir the soul of a "remiss and sedentary nature,"
and 1f properly directed, if it be a desire for merit rather
than for grandeur, a wish tou be worthy rather than remark-
able, ambitiun is a virtue, nut a vice. Man is marked Dby
nature with a desire for glory. It may be a wurthy impulse
which leads him tu strive for distinction and superior
excellence; it may also raise a secret tumult, inflame the

mind, and put it into a viovlent hurry of thought -- in a

4 . s 4 . .
search after an empty imaginary guod.l*The absurdity of

13
ASpectatur, No. 621, Vol. X, Pp. 228-230

“Ibid, No. 256, Vol. V, o,p. 13



48
frantically sought baubles designed to advertise success,
such as glaringly extravagant apparel and expensive equipage,
is obvious to all. Addison uses a death-bed scene to
illustrate the empty vanity of titles. There is something
grimly ironic about a "poor dispirited sinner's trembling
under the apprehensions of the state he is entering on" and
being addressed "under the title of Highness or Excellency."15
Titles at such a time look rtather like insults and muckery
then respect. |

In his calm and serene manner, Addison, who did not

' could "view nature in

"know what it is to be melancholy,'
her deep and solemn scenes with the same pleasure as in her
must gay and delightful ones." He found that wandering
through the gloom of Westminister Abbey and looking at the
tombs and epitaphs of the great was an excellent way to
check ambition and envy.

VWihen I see kings 1lying by thoése who depOsed then,
when I consider rival wits placed side by side, or the
hely men that divided the world with their contests and

disputes, I relect with sorrow and astonishment on the 15
little competitiuns, factions, and debates of mankind. =

Much may be learned of a man from his thoughts in

iZSEectatur, No. 219, Vol. IV, 'p. 115.
Ibid, No. 26, Vol. I, ~p. 1l22.
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the presence of death, and it 1s interesting to note
Steele's reflections under similar circumstances., His
thoughts, sentimentalist that he was, did not share the
chaste and classical restraint of Addison's, although with
Addison he found it a "pleasing entertainment to recollect
in a gloomy moment the many who have gone before out of
this 1life." Instead of reflecting on the futility of grief
for the departed when in a short time the mourner too will
follow, Steele groaﬁs over the untimely death of the young
and innocent, the "humble, the undiscerning, and the
thoughtless."l7

Although impressed by the vanity of human desire,
Addison, perhaps because he himself did not shun fame, jus-
tifies desire for fame as an impetus, necessary in a world
in which few men are moved by & genuine and virtuous desire
to promote the interests of mankind, to the invention and
development of the arts, to the writing of books, and to
the conquest and civilization of nations.18 It does not
denote greatness in the mind of man that he must be =zctu-
ated in ﬂis endeavors by so selfish a motive as personal

-

glorye It is strange that man subjects himself to the

i1 W

4 .
Tatler, No. 181, Vol. IV, p. 190,
1£jSpectator, No. 255, Yol. V, p. 6.
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crceedingly painful process whereby fame is acquilred when
it is as easily lost as it is difrlicult to acquire; for
human nature, to take é more cynical view than Addison
usually does, Jjealously resists and resents the success of
others. Admiration brought by rame is at best a short-lived
passion., Moreover, the farous personage is rarely happy,
but more often the victim of uneasiness and dissatisfaction.
But more vital than the difficulties involved in gaining
and retaining fame, 5r the lack of true pleasure it pro-
vides, 1s that it hinders us from obtaining an end which
is accompanied with fullness of satisfaction -~ "that

19
happiness which is reserved for us in another world."

In discussing the various vices 2nd virtues to which
humanity is prone, Addison repeatedly refers to hypocrisy,
& vice of which he was never guilty. In several instances
he tells of the different types of hypocrites, from the
>modish variety that endeavors to appear more vicious than
he is, fearing all display of sincere emotion, religious
or otherwise, and posing as a wicked, amorous gallant, to
the type who covers a multitude of sins under a face of

sanctity and conspicuous piety. Either species 1s despic-

19
Spectator, No. 257, Vol. V, p. 16.
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able; but the most prevalent and most pernicious kind of
hypocrisy is that which cunceals a man's own heart from
himself anq causes him to believe even his vices to be
virtues =~ and "no vices are so incurable as those which
men are apt to glory in.'" Self-deception is perhaps the
cummonest of all weaknesses. In finding out one's secret
faults and in making a true estimate of himselfl, one must
cunsider well the character that he bears among his enemies.
friends can not be ehtire]y relied upun, for often they
flatter or do not see one's faults. After carefully
evaluating the various opinions, one should dé)igently

2
"examine all the dark recesses of the mind."

There are sorrows and trouble in the world; hypocrisy
abounds; men are self-interested and vain; and the grave
awaits us all, After depicting all the dangers and evils
attending men's passions, the Spectator presents another
side of the picture -- the beauties and comfort of friendship,
love, and marriage. To cumpensate for the griefs, the
terrurs, and the loneliness of this life, to heal the
"pains and anguish which naturally cleave to one's existence

"

in this world," is friendship, which "improves happiness

T

0
Spectator, No. 399, Vol. VII, p. 83,
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and abates misery, by the doubling of our juy and dividing
of our grief." Here again Addison points the way to vir-
tue, the must sensible of attributes, for "a virtuous man
shall as a blessing meet with a friend who is as virtuovus
as himself."gl Citing Horace and Epictetus as his sources,
Addison 1lists the qualities which are essential for
gaining and holding friends: first, constancy or faithful-
ness, then virtue, knuwledge, discretion, equality in age
and fortune, and pleasantness of temper. To these Addison
himself adds evenness of behavior, an inestimable virtue
in the eyes of this mouralist, whu was a classicist both in
art and in life., Addison sums up the value of friendship
in his statement that it is a Gud-given gift tu humanity
tu make life endurable and it is nout tu be taken casuvally
but nourished and cherished by its fortunate pussessor,

Addison, whyu regarded friendship so seriously, cun-
sidered the greater passion of luve with a seriovusness
apprQaching awe., It was an age when such institutiuns as
marriage and the hyme were regarded with scorn by worldly
young men, whou "avoided the trammels of matrimony" as

needless expense and responsibility. Recalling the

.
Spectatur, No. 68, Vol. II. pp. 34-35
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teachings of his kind, learned father and the beauty of his
childhood home, Addison attempted tov invest marriage with
the sacredness that should prouperly attend it. He advises
prolonged courtships, the "pleasantest part of man's
life," whereby the luver is "habituated tu a fundness of
the person loved." In discussing the chouice of a mate,
Addison nut only stresses the qualities of character
essential for successful marriage, but also wonders at the
disregard of thuse qualities which inevitably result in
unhappiness.

Goud-nature and evenness uf temper will give you an
easy companion for life; virtue and good sense, an agreeable
friend; love and constancy, a gouod wife or husband. Where
we meet one person with all these accoumplishments, we find
an hundred without any one of them. . . . It is one of the
must unaccountable passiovns of human nature, that we are at
greater pains tu appear easy and happy to others, than really
tu make ovurselves so. uf all disparities, that in humour
makes the must unbappy marriages, yet scarce enters into our
thoughts at the countracting of them.22

What a shouck it must have been tu the London beau,
priding himself on the delicacy of his passion, tu be told

by the Speétatur that he should be "inquisitive and discerning

in the faults of the person belouved" before marriage ! Even

22 ‘
Spectator, No. 261, Vol. V, p. 36.



54
the sentimental Steele agreed with Addison by declaring
that"unhappy marriage conditions" are more often than not
the result of a theatrical, romahtic courtship in which
“imaginations are "raised to what is not tu be expected in
human 1ife."23 Here, as throughout the papers, the Spectator
worked tu establish genuine 1ideals,

Both Addison and Steele develop ideals of conjugal
fidelity as the bulwark of a happy home, and dwell upun the
natural beauties and attractions of conjugal love. They
admit that through blundering or wilful refusal to appear
in as amiable a manner at home as abroad the married state
may be the unhappiest in 1life. On the other hand, they
point out that with affection, understanding, and good-
nature it may be the "compleatest image of heaven we are
capable of receiving in this 1ii‘e."24 The Spectator
repeatedly declares that "a mind ought to be [ree from
the apprehension of want and poverty before it can fully
attend to all the softness and endearments of the passioun
of love." Wealth is certainly not the source of love nor

the only thing necessary to meke a successful marriage; for

"nothing but the good qualities ¢f the person beloved can

e

Spectator, No. 479, Vol., VIII, p. 124,
24 : '
Ibido’ po lt_:g.
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be the foundation for true love." Lasting happiness may
result only froum virtue, wisdom, good-humor, and a simili-
tude of manners. If husband and wife have based their
choice of each other on duve consideration of such virtues,
if they continue to0 respect and cherish each other after
marriage, their happiness is practically assured; and if
their union is blessed with children, the home will be the
scene uf the idyllic peace and happiness which the soft-
hearted Steele admired and dreamed of. Addison is mure
restrained, but not less certain, in his declaration of
the rewards which cume to the happily married person.

Marriage enlarges the scene of our happiness and
miseries. A marriage of luve is pleasant; a marriage of
interest easy; and a marriage where buth meet, happy. A
happy marriage has in it all the pleasures of friendship,
all the enjuyments of sense and reason, and indeed, all
the sweets of life. Nothing is a greater mark of a degen-
erate and viciuvus age, than the cummon ridicule which passes
on this state of life. It is, indeed, only happy in thouse
who can louk down with scurn and neglect on the impieties
of the times, and tread the paths g life tugether in a
constant uniform course of virtue.” ,

Addison had attempted tu inculcate the true prin-
ciples upun which happiness and fulfillment in 1life are

based by shuwing the results of the virtues and vices

inherent within human nature and by depicting the attractions

25

Spectatur, Nou., 261, Vol., V, p. 37.



and rewnrds of love and marriage., However, he realized that
no lasting impression could be made in the morzl life of the
age until religious and educational standards were reformed.
Religion in the early eighteenth century wos in a

very low stote. Reference has already been made to the current
hypocrisy which took the form of concealing whatever religious
devotion existed under a pretended dissipation or of clonk-

ing vice beneath an agsumed ssnctity and piety. The idgnoble

P S -

vesition of the Church, the symbol of religion, can best

be judged by the treatment of its clergy. They had little
freedom and were oppressed by o dependence either on some

wealthy man who had the privilege of bestowing the "livings"

Fal

of & parish or on Parliament, wihich had oeontrol over appoint-
ments to many high ecclesiastical positions. People in
high sccial posgition granted scant respect to the cler:v;
men who were not able to demand more, even though they were
often intelligent and cultured men. Addison, indignont at
such trestment, sevefély criticizes a custom which plaoces
men of worth and ability - in the same class with servants. Tis
condemnation is expressed in the following passage:

I know not which to censure, the patron, or the chap-

lain, the insolence of power, or the abjectness of depen-
dence. For my own part, I have often blushed +to see a
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gentleman, whom I knew to have much more wit and learning
than myself, and whu was bred up with me at the university
upoun the same foot 0f a liberal education, treated in such
an ignominious manner, and sunk beneath these of his own
rank, by,.reason of that character which ought té bring him
R e, <0 .

DONUUT »

In the country there was sometimes actual antagonism
between the parson and the squire "who," writes Addison,
"are often in a state of warfare -- the parson preaching

; bt T & e 1 uel
at the squire, and the squire never couming to church,
Under such circumstances one could hardly expect much
religiovus feeling to exist among the ordinary peuple.

But with the coming of peace and prousperity, the
streng, self-assertive middle classes desired a more satis-
factory religious life. Addison and Steele, realizing the
importance of spiritual ideals, set about restoring, or
creating, a true conception of religion. It wes a religion

N

which "cunsulted the harmony and order of the great cummuni-
LV e It met the needs of mural regularity, ldealism, and
feeling, and above all, expelled the gloom that had hitherto

shrouded all matters of the spirit and with a superficinlly

56
Tatler, No. 255, Vol. V, p. 207
27
Spectatur, No. 112, Vol. II,  p. 237.
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imposed, mournful piety and a narrow, fanatical zeal. The
Spectator had alresdy delined piety as an attractive virtue
which 1s essential for human happiness; then he set forth a
gospel of beace and #007-will as a practical religion for
the average man. This new religion was a comfortable one
resting securely on firm faith in the "justige, goodness,
wisdom, and veracity" of the Supreme Being.g

But in Addison's mind, humanist and academician that
he was, education was uppermost. Addison declares in his
Spectator, Ho. 215, "I consider a human soul without edu-
cation like marble in the querry, which shews none of its
inherent beauties, till the skill of the polisher fetches
out the colours, mekes the surface shine, and discovers
every ornamental cloud, spot, and vein." In the same paper
he considers it "an unspeakable blessing to be born in
those parts of the world where knowledge flourishes" -- that
is, in England of the eighteenth century. DBut in close
accord with the general trend of his ideal, education is not
an end in itself.--(Here the classical and humanistic

aspects of his character seem to fuse), but a means for

drawing out the latent virtue in an innately noble mind,

28
Spectator, §o. 111, Vol. II, p. 231.
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Unlike the later romenticists who were inspired by the
demonstrations of nobility by savages to declaim against
conventionalities of civilization, Addison considers to
what heights such a savage might be carried if "rightly
cultivated." He pities the savage, who "denied that which
we look upon as the proper means for attaining it," is :
"cut off from prospects of heppiness in another wnrld.”ag

Devoted to the study of classical literature, Addison
approved of the study of Greek and Latin, which formed the
ma jor part of all school work at that time, but he deplored
the superficial uses for which most gentlemen of fashion
studied the literature of the ancients. In the case of the
genuine scholar, Addison voiced the complaint (familiar in
the present day) that a liberal education is the only one
that a polite nation makes unprofitable. The Spectator
papers on education seem to be concerned with the
attitude toward education and with the limitation of edu-
cational opportunities rather than radical reform of the
system. His complaint that tuo few were given educational
advantages was well founded. Addison especially deplored

the lack of education among women. This disregard for their

29
Spectator, No, 215, Vol. IV, p. 98,
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usefulness was indicative of the general attitude toward
women during the period, and Addison has been accused of
sharing it to the extent that he was condescending and
contemptuous in his treatment of their affairs. Whatever
his opinion might be of the sex, he repeatedly declares
his respect for their intellectual abilities and his belief
in the importance of their influence if they were pruperly
educafed. Another group whose education was usually neg-
lected was the country gentry. If the young squires went
to school or college at all, they freguently left before
finishing the course, and on their return home showed
little benefit from their studies. Because of their posi-
tions of influence as heirs of great estates, Addison
lamented the casual manner in which they were educated.

Addizan followed his discussions on educational
ideals and conditions with a series of essays on esthetic
taste. He believed that the development of appreciation
for the best in literature and art was a phase of education
which could accomplish much in the movement toward reform.

In his eésays devoted to that faculty of the mind
I'mown as imagination, Addison reitersztes the gentleman's
need of a classical education., He discusses the pleasures

available to & man of "polite imagination" but closed to-
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the vulgar, whu cannot, it seems, "converse with a picture

n350,r Gerive any

or find an agreeable cumpaniuvn in a statue
great satisfaction frum the pruspect of fields and meadows.
Both a murélist and humanist, Addison finds a purpuse even
in the pleasures of the imagination. Enjoying the great,
one is prepared four contemplation of the Supreme Being.
Pleasure in the novel encourages the pursuit of knéwledge
and the search into the wonders of Creation. And abouve all,
appreciation of the béautiful challenges all that is nuble
in human nature.

Addisun's definition of taste is that it cunsists
of "the faculty of the soul which discuvers the beauties
of an authour with pleasure, and the imperfections with
dislike." Admitting that the faculty "must in sume degree
be born with us," he declares that the must natural meth.d
for develuping it is "to be conversant amoung the writings
of the must pulite authors.” uther methuds counsist in
"conversation with men of a pulite genius" and familiarity
with the works of the best critics both ancient and wmudern.
Taste tou, then, is barred to the ignurant. Conscientiously

and with the purpuse of "banishing vice and ignourance out

%Ogpectator, No. 411, Vol. VII, p. 152
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of the territories of Great Britain,'" Addison endeavored
tu establish a taste for "polite writing," for he believed
appreciation of ancilent literature constituted proof of
fine taste.ot

Another improvement that Addison endeavored tou
accomplish in his refinement of taste related to the appre-
ciation of drama. He imparts his notions of comedy, "that
it may tend to its refinement and perfection,” and he de-
clares, "perfect tragedy 1s the nublest production of human
nature, capable uf giving the mind one of its must delight-
ful and improving enterteinments;" but unfortunately, he
adds, "our English pouets have succeeded better in the style
than in the sentiment.” Comedy should, as it did among the
Greeks, recummend the religion, the government, and the
public wourship of the country."52 But the English stage
was not under Athenian regulations and usually complied
with the corrupt taste of the more viciovus part of the
audience.,

A review of Addisun's seriovus essays, whether in
the field of morality, education, religion, or literature,

will show that he carried out a definite prougram in his

31
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vork toward moral reform., First, he distinguished between
true and false ideals of 1life by showing that happiness is
bﬂsed on virtue and that only misery can result from unwor-
thy passiohs. Second, he described the attractions of
friendship, love, and marriage which are the rewards of a
virtuous life, and finally, realizing the influence of re-
ligion and education on morals and manners, he pouinted out
the evils in the religious practices and educational sys-
tem of the age, and attempted to inspire the spiritual and
intellectual 1life of his readers by depicting the comforts
of a true religion and the satisfaction of a well=-rounded

education.



CHAPTER IV

ADDISCN'S CRITICISM OF SOCIAL CONDUCT ANWD MA

There is, of course, no arbitrary division between
the two groups of essays into which Addison classifies his
writings on moral and social reform. The examination,in
the precedi=g chapter, of the first group, which he calls
his "more serious" essays, has revealed his philosophy of
life through his critieism of human nature. Therefore, it
is not difficult to determine what his policy as a reformer
will be in the second group, which he terms his "occasional

papers, that take their rise from the folly, extravagance,
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and caprice of the present age."l Naturally, the lat

the period. In his treatment of current social life, nis
knowledge and judgment as a classicist and humenist and hisg
keen insight proved a happy combination. His evaluations

of life and sympathy for, and understanding of, the frailties
of human nature guided him in his consideration of the

numerous problems and perplexities of everyday life that

1spectator, No. 435, Vol. VII, p. 242,
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had arisen in a changing social system. Addison's criti-
cism of current fashions in dress and manners was not a
condemnation of them as a whole -~ hisg definition of the
term "gentleman" had included such requisites ag modich
apparel and acceptable manners -- but only as they were
"outward" symbols of "inward" faults. IMoral depravity and
social evils are so closely interrelated that Addison con=-
sidered Loth groups of essays -- those dealing with the
deepest aspects of morality or religion and those concerning
the most trivial affectations in soecial conduct -- of equal
importance in furthering his program for reform. That all
his essays seemingly had equal appeal to a large reading
public is surprising, but a fact which can he attributed to
his skillful adaptation of style to theme. It is even more
surprising that the readers of the Tatler and Spectator,
who were from all walks of life, did not show a decided
preference for those essays on social conduct, since these
dealt with the concrete and specific, while those on
morality dealt with the abstract.

Addison classified the evils of manners and dress
as "greater" evils and "lesser" evils. The first class con-

sisted of those evils which were widely practised and of

serious nature; the second group consisted of those which
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were practised by certain classes and not especially

harmful within themselves., lowever, Addison attributed

all of them to these three causes: false ideals, ignorance,
and idleness.

Cne of the "greater evils" which pervaded all classes
during the early part of the eighteenth century was the
bitter dissension caused by religious and political pre-
judices, Addison considered this among the chief anti-social
forces with which the movement toward reform was confronted.
Mot only was it a great evil but it was also the source of
other serious vices which were commonly practised. That
he recognized the gravity of partisanship is evident by
his determination to keep the Tatler and the Spectator
free from all political and religious entanglements. In
an early number of the gpectator he declared his reasons
for a policy of neutrality:

llowever, as I am very sensible my paper would lose
its whole effect, should it run out into the outrages of
a party, I shall take care to keep clear of every thing
whick looks that way. If I can any way assuage private
inflammations, or allay publie ferments, I shall apply
myself to it with my utmost endeavors: but will never let
my heart reproach me with having done anything towards

increasing those feuds and animosities, that extinguwish .
religion, deface government, and make a nation miserable.?

2

Spectator, No. 16, Vol. I, pp. 77-78.
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Even the fashionable wbrld was divided into two
political camps. Ladies of fashion publiely declared
themselves Whigs or Tories by patches, popular facial orna-
ments at the time. Addison humorously describes the custom
as a "patch war." However, he severely censures women for
participating in political disputes. Instead of promoting
the passions which arise from party rage, women should use
their influence toward abolishing or, at least, tempering
them., The spirit of passion and prejudice in politics was
even more violent in the country than it was in the city.
There, narty spirit colored every aspect of life -- social
and economic, as well as political. 1In Spectator No. 126,
Addison illustrates the intensity of political differences
in the country. A man who had moved into a rural community
was welcomed at first by his new neighbors, but when they
learned he was a Whig, he was completely ostracized.

Addison places most of the responsibility for the
corruption prevalent in public life upon intense party
spirit. "A furious party spirit," he says, "when it races
in its full violence, exerts itself in civil war and
bloodshed; and when it is under its greatest restraints

naturally breaks out in falsehood, detraction,, calumny,,
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and 2 partial administration of justice."d

"Party lying" was one of the vices which resulted
from party zeal. It was so commonly practised among
politicians "that a2 man is thought of no principles who
does not propagate a certain system of lies! The coffee-
houses are supported by them, the press is choked with
them, eminent sauthors live upon them." Addison is of the
opinion that "half the great talkers in the nation would
. . . 5 5 4
be struck dumb were thig fountain of discourse dried up."
He concludes his condemnation of the practice with thesge
remarks:

I have frequently wondered to see men of probity,
who would scorn to utter a falsehood, for their own partic-
ular ac antace, give 80 readily into a lie, when it is
become the voice of their faction, notwithstanding they ore
thoroughly sensible of it as such. How is it possible for
those who are men of honour in ftheir persons, thus to become
notorious liars in their party?°

Another evil resulting from "furious party spirit®

was the practice of scandalizing and libelling public

characters. Iumerous pamphlets, journals, and papers,

2§Q§ptator, No. 125, Vol. II, p. 297
*Ibid, No. 507, Vol. VIII, -p. 250
S1pid, p. 251



especially those that were supported by one of the rival
parties, featured defamation of their pcelitical ovnnonents.
This practice of dealing in personalities was so abhorrent
in the eyes of Addison that he protested repeatedly against
bitter party prejudices which not only "blinds one to all
but the vices of an opponent but also inspires one to
blacken his character and disgrace him publicly." He con=-
sidered political leaders partly responsible for the
widespread practice of this evil, In attempting to further
the interests of their party, they employed writers to
lampoon and scandalize their opponents. Then, too, the
custom of writing anonymously was guite common at that
time. liany writers published their work and awaited its
reception by the public before claiming authorship. This
practice naturally favored the abominable one of libel and
defamation. At the beginning of the Spectator, Addison
had boldly declared his intention of keeping it free from
scandal, ossip, and reference to personalities. Lhils
kind of writing had become so popular with the reading
public that many writers had gained wealth and eminence
from it. Addison was unusually severe in his criticism

of these "blockheads about town entertaining ambitious
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troughts of setting up as polite authors" 2nd of {leir

writings.

Cur satire is nothing but ribvaldry, and billingsgote.
Scurrility passes for wit; and he who can call names in the
greatest voriety of phrases, is looked upon to have the
shrewdest nen. By this means the honour of families is
ruined, the highest posts and greatest titles are rendered
cheap and vile in the sight of the people, the noblest
virtues and most exalted partg exposed to the contempt of

the vicious and the ignorant.

who

[&)]

Addison declares that he considers the reader
enjoy reading and dispersing such detestable libels as
gullty as the writers. "for, if they do not write such
libels themselves, it is because they have not the talent
of writing, or bhecause they will run no hazard."® Addison
satirizes the love of scandal Dby printing a proposal from
an imaginary reader for the establishment of a newspaper of
whispers, which is a fitting name for a paper composed of
"those pieces of news that are communicated as seérets, and
that bring a double pleasure to the hearer; first, as they
are private history, and in the nexﬁ place, as they lave
always in them a dash of scandal." Two persons, each repre-

sentative of a species, will furnish the news for the vnaper.

63pectator, No. 58, Vol. I, p. 270,
71_9_3:-_-(_1-0’ }.:‘0. 451, VOl. VII, :ppo 315-5160
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One is Peter Hush, a habitue of the coffee=-house, who las

usually launched or gathered the secrets of the day by

dinner time, and the other is Lady Blast, who agrees to

furnish the paper with the current gossip of the tea-table.
Her whisper "has such a particular malignity that it hlights
like an easterly wind, and withers every reputation that it
9

breathes upon." Addison concludes his criticism of the
evil of libel and scandal by advocating government inter-
vention ag the only effective means of stamping out =
practice which was so prevalent and had such harmful results,

A vice of less serious nature which indirectly grew
out of the intense party spirit that existed among ~11
classes was the average Londoner's passion for news.
Addison not only ridiculed the absurdity of this unguenchable
thirst for news but also reveals the serious results of 2
practice which led men to neglect their business in pursuit
of it. Addison's caricature of a man who is especially
interested in political news is known as the "politicsl
upholsterer.” Although he had a family to support, this
man wsgs much more concerned about the welfare of lie world

at larce than that of his own family. "He looked extremely

gﬁpegtator, No., 457, Vol, VIII, pp. 21-24
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thin in o dearth of news, and never enjoyed himself in a
westerly wind., This indefatigable kind of life was the
ruin of nhis shop, for, about the time that his favorite
prince left the crown of Poland, he broke and disappeared."
Several years later, Mr. Bickerstaff (the imaginary author
of the paper) met the upholsterer in the Park. The man's
appearance betrayed his extreme poverty, but he and his
friends were still busily concerned with the affairs of the
world, Iir, Bickerstaff joined the group ~--"park-bench
politiciansg® is his name for them -~ and took part in their
discussion., le gives an account of the conclusion of the
session.,

When we had fully discussed these points, my friend
the upholsterer, began to exert himself upon the present
negoeciations of peaces; in which he deposed princeg, scttled
the bounds of kingdoms, and balanced 8he powers of Europe,
with great justice and impartiality.1

Although the political upholsterer is nothing more
than 2 caricature, he and his cronies, the "park-hench
politicians,™ have such a quality of reality that they are
immediately recognized among the present day "street-corner

and park-bench politicians." In another essay Addison

07,t16r, No. 155, Vol. IV, p. 59.
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humorously calls all men who are too uuch concerned about

'fairs of state "volunteers in politics." They

Lode €

o)

all the watchiulness and disquiet of a first minister,

without any advantage to themselves or to their country.

A teilor often breaks his rest over the afflalrs of wurope
. 11

and there is scarcely a shop not held by a statesman."

Addisun concludes his reflections on the subject with this

remerks "This peper I design for the peculiar benefit of

those worthy citizens who live more in a coffee-hiouse than

in their shops, and whose thoughts are so taken up with

the arfairs of the allies, that they forget their customers.”

The avidity for all kinds of news, whether foreign
or domestic, private or public, and the credulity of the
eading public led to practices among news writers that

Addison good-naturedly ridicules in the first essay that

he wrote for the Tatler. In contrast to the lies and

calumnies of the political writers, the deceptions practised

by many news writers were minor offences. These wrlters
had little regard for truth or accuracy in their reports,
and they often vied with one another in the exaggeration

and sensationalism of their reports. If & war was in

11,
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progress, tlhey had an inexhsustible source of news which
never foiled to interest their readers. "They have", says
Addison, "made us masters of several strong towns many week
before our generals could do it; and completed victories
when our greatest captains have been glad to come off with
a dravn battle." If there was no war, the news writers
were hard pressed for material with which to fill their
pa@ers. However, their power of invention was usually equal
to the occasion, for "in every dearth of news, Grand Crirc
was sure to be unpeopled."l3

Although party spirit with its resulting "greater

and lesser" evils reached a peak of intensity during the

V]

early part of the eighteenth century, it was not the only
anti-gsocial force which resulted from dissension. Religious
differences were not so acute as those in politics because
of the indifference toward religion which prevailed during
this time among the people. For many people, going to
church had become an empty form, and religion implied »
struggle for political control among the various sects.

However, religious prejudices, which were of primary impor-

tance during most of the seventeenth century, were still

lSTatler, No. 18, Vol. I, . l46.

oo et s



strong enovgh to be considered a drawback to sociel reform.

.

Addison's history of the "ecclesiastical thermomefer® is a
satire on the origin and progress of religious dissension
in England, He declares, "It is one of the unaccountable
things of our times, that multitudes of honest gentlemen,
who entirely agree in their lives, should take it in their
csn . . _— w14 . N
heads to differ in their religion. By testing his "ther-

mometer", Addison decides that all religious disputes are

caused by ignorance. Over-zealousness, as well as indif-

ference in religion, will result in dissension. HHe cites
Horace as the source for his belief that "we should be care-
ful not to over-shoot ourselves in the pursuvits even of

virtue.' Whether zeal or moderation be the point we 2im 2%,

let us keep fire out of the one, and frost out of ﬁke other,m1d

Another evil prevalent throughout England during the

age was belief in superstitions. Addison classifies it as

a "greater evil" only in its most serious form, belief in

witchcraft. He attributes all superstition to ignorance,

but he declares belief in witchecraft also implies a2 "weol

understanding and a crazed imagination." He demonstrates

the truth of the o0ld saying that the source from which witch~

“Tatler, No. 220, Vol. V, p. 52.
“Latle
“°Inid., op. 51



craft springs in poverty, age, and ignorance, and that a
woman has seldom been accused of being a witch unless she

is very poor, very old, and lives among people who are hot
ignorent and malicious. According to the popular conception
of witchcraft, he describes Moll White, who is suspected of
being a witch., The personal appearance and habits of this
poor, decrepit old woman are those associated with
The hovel in whichshe lives contains all the accoutrements

necessary for her diabolical practices -- black cat, broom-

stick, and switches. he usual charges have been made
ageinst her: that she made children spit pins; gave moids

the nightmare; and helped hares escape the hounds. There

is & note of pathos in Addison's conclusion of the account:

I hove been the more particular in this account,
because hear there is scarce a village in England that
hag not Ioll White in it. When an old woman begins to
doat, ond grow chargeable to a parish, she is generaslly
turned into a witch, and fills the whole country with ex-
travegant fancies, imaginary distempers, and terrifying
dreams. In the mean time, the poor wretcl that is the inmo=-
cent occogion of so many evils, begins to be frighted at
herself, and sometimes confesseo sec“et commerces anc
liorities that her imagination forms in a delirious old age.
This freguently cuts off charity from the greatest objects
of compassion, and inspires people with a malevolence to-
wards those poor decrepit parts of our spefges, in whom
nature is defaced by infirmity and dotage.

G

Spectator, No. 117, Vol. II, pp. 262-263.



9

b

~

In an account of a visit to the lhiome of & frien

¢

2
Addison criticizes other superstitions just as common =as
witchecraft but of less serious nature. Soon after is
arrival he discovers that his friend's wife is so obsessed
with superstition that she makes not only herself miserable
but also 211 her family and friends. A few of the super-
stitious Teliefs which she gives great significance =g
omens of disaster are: strange and foreboding dreams, %he
spilling of salt, thirteen in a company, the hooting of =a
screech-owl at midnight. Tliere are many others of a similar
nature, "all of whiéh," Addison declares, "arise from Tear
and ignorance." In commenting upon the power of such silly
omens to add hardships to life by increasing the terrors of
the unknown future, Addison says: "For as it is the chief
concern of wise men to retrench the evils of life by the
reasonings of philosophy; it is the employment of fools to

™
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multiply them by the sentiments of superstition.
izing that fear of death caused many people to give credence
to omens and presentiments, Addison kindly suggests tlat an
unfaltering trust in God is the only relief from the ter-

rifying uncertainties of the future. (It seems incredible

L)

Spectator, No. 7,.Vol. I, "p. 35,



in this modern age, almost a century and a half -~fter
Addison's condemnation of superstition, that many of the
same beliefs, which had their origin in the primitive
steges of civilization, are still widely popular.)

Although superstition and dissensions, with their
éttending evils, were common to 211 classes, there were,
however, many vices which were practised only by the upper
classes. The immorality and licentiousness characteristic
of Restoration social life were not so evident during the
Queen Anne period. But most of the members and would-be
members of fashionable society were still engrossed with
the superficialities of life. Reference has already been
made to the false standards of life as revealed in a com-
parison of Addisonts definition of the term "gentleman' and
the popular conception of its meaning. That a man wh
dressed in the height of fashion, practised numerocus o fect-
ations in manners, spent 2ll his time in frivolous pursuits,
anc scoffed at all that was honorable or serious was con-
sidered o model of the "perfect gentleman® represented the
conditions with which Addison was confronted in his attenpt
to inculcate the true principles and ideals of life. Ie
realized that the glamor of wealth and fashion preserved these

artificial standards which were based upon appearance and
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manners, ond he believed the only way to expose them for
their real worth was by ridiculing the absurdities ond af-
fectations that prevailed in the manners and fashions of
the period.

Addison considered idleness one of the chief sources

=]

of social evils. Because of it there was great waste 1
talent and wealth and it engendered many vices among the
upper classes. lMore than once Addison refers to it as a
" "digtemper®™ which destroys more people than the plagve. The
aristocracy scorned work of any kind as plebeian and degrad-
ing. Thelr exalted social position and superficial education
had prepared them only for a life of leisure and ease. Lany
members of the upper middle classes who had great ability
as well as wealth had gained entrance into fazshionable circles
where they learned to spend their time in the empty and
trivial pursuits that spring from idleness.
In a satire upon the useless and idle lives that many
people lead Addison, ip the character of Mr. Bickerstaff,
brings to trial several persons who are "dead in reason."
Acting as judge, Mr. Bickerstaff decides that those who have
no purpose in life should be judged as dead and separated
from those laudably employed in the improvement of their
own ninds or for the advantage of others. The latter he

terms "living men." After hearing the cases of two men, one
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sixty and the other twenty-five, he declares the evidence
furnished by their daily routines proves them guilty of
the charge of living perfectly useless lives. He sentences
them to be interred together "with inscription proper to

.

their characters, signifying that the old man died in the
year 1629 and was buried in the year 1709; and over the
young one that he departed this world in the twenty-fifth
year of his death."

In Spectator No. 317, Addison recommends that 211 the
Spectator's readers keep a2 journal of their lives for one
week. Ie believes fhat "thisg kind of self-examination
would give them a true state of themselves, and incline
them to consider seriously what they are about."™ In zccord-
ance with his suggestion several readers send in a cony of
the journal they have kept. Cdmmenting upon the revelations
made in one of these journals, Addison says, "I question
not but the reader will be surprised to find the above-men-
tioned journalist taking so much care of a life filled with
such inconsiderable acfions -- and yet if we look into the
behaviour of many whom we daily converse with, we shall find
that most of their hours are taken up in those three import-

ant articles of eating, drinking, and sleeping."18

183pectator, No. 317, Vol. VI, p. 39.
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Another reason for the numerous evils in the social
conduct of the upper classes wasg the popularity of French
fashions. lashionable society followed French modes in
manners and behavior as well as in dress. Addison repeat-
edly expresses his antipathy for French customs. In
§Eggggzgi To. 45, he declares that the war with France lias

had some good attending it. He says:

There is nothing which I desire more than =
honourable peace, though at the same time I am very -~
hensive of many ill consequences that may attend it. I do
not mean in regard to our politics, but to our manners.
What an inundation of ribbons and brocades will breal: in
upon us? What peals of laughter and impertinence shall we
be exposed to? For the prevention of these great evils, I
could heartily wish that there was an act of parliam%gt
for prohibiting the importation of French fopperies.~~

Among the "French fopperies" which Addison ridicules
wos the custom of using French military terms in conversation.
He observed that hitherto the English language had bLeen
suffieient for expressing any subtlety of thought that =2n
Englishmen might have, but during the war English officers

and news-writers had found it necessary to give their accounts
of the battles in a language so interspersed with French

phrases that it was almost unintelligible. Addison especially

19
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deplored several French customs that ladies of foshion had
adopted -- that of receiving callers while in bed or while
dressings; of talking and laughing boisterously; and of
affecting childish impertinences in their behavior. Women
who traveyed abroad were susceptible to every new whim
in dress-mﬂd manner that was of continental origin. Ior
this remson Addison held French influence largely rcsponsible
for the great extravagance and fondness for " splendid
equipage" which prevailed among women.

Tl.e most amusing charge that he makes against French
influence pertained to the changes in the diet of Englishmen.
In the character of Mr. Bickerstaff he gave an account of
a dinner at a friend's house. French cookery had disguvised -
the food so well that he was unable to recognize = single
one of the many dishes on the table. Finally, he discovered
his favorite dish, roast-beef, occupying an obscure position
instead of reigning in the center of the table. ile launches
forth into an eulogy on roast-beef, which had been t e main-
stay of the diet of former generations. Ile declares that
"the common people of this kingdom do still keep up the
taste of their ancestors; and it is to this that we, in a
great measure, owe the unparaslleled victories that lave been

gained in this reign; for I would desire my reader to consider,
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what work our countrymen would have madé at Blenheim and
Ramillies, if they had been fed with fricassees and ragoats."
Because of their prefefence for French dishes to English

oast-beef, Mr. Bickerstaff declares that "many great

H

families are insensibly fallen off from the athletic con-
stitution'of their progenitors and are dwindled awzy into
2 pale, sickly, spindle-legged generation of valetudinarians,"<0
There was hardly a detail concerning the life and
customs of the age that Addison did not touch upon. Some
of the most unusuzal subjects were the grotesque and often
inappropriate sign éosts, the gibterish cried by the London
street venders, and the yawﬁing, whistling,and grinning con-
tests, which were popular in that day, and were somewhat
similar to the modern marathon. In an early number of the
paper Addison proposed the appointment of a "Censor ol Small
Wares" for the concideration of the numerous petty vices
that were brought to his notice. Setting aside one dav
each week for the purpose, he brought before his imoginary
court the many points of etiquette and good manners which
were too trivial to merit much attention, yet important

enough that they could not be ignored. "For however slightly

50
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men may regard these particulars, little follieg in dress

and behaviour, they lead to greater evils."2l

The court,
presided over by Mr. Bickerstaff, would hear and judge the
injuries, affronts, little perplexities in behavior and
menners, 2nd peculiarities of dress, "that are not to be

. : o 22
redressed by the common laws of this land."
On the day appointed for examining petitions for the

use of canes, snuff-boxes,and other "necessary crnamncnts",

Mr. Bickerstaff receives a petition from Simon Trivovit,

a typical cane addiet. He claims a cane as nécesssry to
him 28 any other of his limbs, and "that the knocking of
it upon his shoe, leaning one leg upon it, or whistling
with it on is mouth are such great reliefs to him in con-
vergsation, that he does not know how to be good comuvony
without it." The Jjudge decides to permit him to use it
three days of the week until he can be "weaned from it by
degrees."

After the court has heard and disposed of numerous

cea

4]

es against such offenders as the false ogler, thie Sab-
bath breaker, the fortune hunter, the flirt, and the bore,
Mr. Bickerstaff sits down before his fire to reflect upon

the good he has accomplished. He believes that those who

)

*Liatler, No. 103, Vol. III, p. 110..
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make themselves ridiculous in the eyes of their fellows by
singularities of dress or behavior are thereby discredited,
so that no matter what talents they possess, they are denied
the opportunity of doing any good in the world.

In the second number of the Spectator Steele outlined
the characters who were members of the Spectator's club.
Bach represented a class in the society of the period, and
by using these characters for illustration Addison and
Steele gave their essays an element of reality that added
veffectiveness to their teaching. The members of the Spectator
Club were the most important, but they were dnly 2 few of the
vcharacters which the essayists created. The use of the type
character was a favorite device of Addison's for il
hiis satire of the vices which existed in fashionable society.
His natural gift of characterization gave a quality of real-
ity to these types which led many readers to believe them
from real life. However, Addison repeatedly denied the ac-
cusation of directing his satire at individuals. In explain-
ing his use of these characters, he says, "I must entreat
every particular person, who does me the honour to be a reader
of this paper, never to think himself, or any one of is
friends or enemies, aimed at in what is said; for I nromise
him, never to draw a faulty character which does not fit at

least a thousand people; or to publish a single paper, that
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is not written in the gpirit of benevolence, and with a

love of mankind,

n23
Some of the types which he characterized according
to outstanding faults of character or absurdities in dress

and manners, Addison classified under the general names of
The first of these "species"
His

o ttracts

ur e
9

pedant, coxcomb and coquette.
as Addison terms them, was particularly criticized.
that
2t-

that

hatred of pedantry is indicated by his definition that it
L 1l

ig "a ferm of knowledge without the power of it;
the eyes of the common people; breaks out in noise and show

and finds its reward not from any inward pleasure
tends it; but from the praises and approbations which it
Several forms of pedantry flour-

n 24

from them,
Many who called themselves sclolars

They had neither the abil-

feceives
ished during the age.
were in actuality‘dilettantes.

Their education had given

ity nor the degire for learning.
them a gmattering of knowledge which was sufficient for
wit or critic. 1In

a
Sir

their purpose -- to appear to be
Addison's opinion the critic of his day was the most "im-

portunate, empty, and conceited animal"™ in existence.
Timothy Tittle, Addison's name for the typical critic, can

p. 160

best be described in Addison's own words.
107=-108.

34, Vol. I,
PP

23
Spectator, No.
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He is master of a certain set of words, as Unity,
Style, ®ire, Phlegm, Easy, Ratural, Turn, Sentiment, and
the like; which he varies, compounds, divides, and throws
together, in every part of his discourse, without any thought
or meaning. The marks you may know him by are, an elevated
eye, and dogmatical brow, a positive voice, and a contempt
for every thing that comes out, whether he has read it or
not. He dwells altogether in generals. He praises or dis-
praises in the lump. --- With these extraordinary talents
and accomplishments, Sir Timothy Tittle puts men in vogue,
or condemns them to obscurity; and sits as judge of,life
and death upon every author that appears in public.”

Another kind of pedantry for which Addison had al-
most equal contempt is that practised by those who have
knowledge but lack common sense in its use. Many editors,
commentators, and critics were guilty of it. Addison says,
"These persons set a greater value on themselves for having
found out the meaning of a passage in Greek, then upon the

author for having written it, nay, will allow the passage
itself not to have any beauty in it, at the same time that
they would bve considered as the greatest men of the age, for
having interpreted it 26

A "broker in learning" is the name for the Iind of
pedant represented by Tom Folio. His chief occupation was
to stoclk the libraries of wealthy and fashionable men with

the pest editions. He considered himself an universal scholar

because he was familiar with the names of authors, tle sub-

29
Tatler, No. 165, Vol. IV, .p. 108.
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jects on which they wrote, the number of editions through
which their works had passed, and the criticisms which had
been given them., "This he looks upon to be sound learning
and substantial criticism. As for those who talk of the
fineness of style, and the justness of thought, or describe
the brightngss of any particular passages; --~ Tom looks
upon them as men of superficial learning and flashy partg."e’
In Addison's opinion, the virtuoso had meny of the
faults of the pedant, but he was a harmless type. .Cdison
uses an entomologist for illustrating his satire upon the

-
f

pursvuits of a virtuoso. His most serious charge agninst the

entomologist, icholas Gimecrack, is that he spends too much
time and thought upon trifles when he might find better em-
ployment for "is genius. Addison points his criticism with
iis humorous account of the entomologist's will, It disposes
of the "™treasures" of the deceased with such beqguestis 23 a

"female skeleton" to the widow, and to a daughter "upon the

birth of her first child, if she marries with her motler!

0

consent, the nest of an humming bird.n=28

Characterization of the second "species", tlie coxcomb,

included several varieties of coxcombry. However, le agreed

with Mr., Wycherley's definition of every type of coxcomb: "Ie

Tatler, No. 158, Vol. IV, p. 7Z2.
Ibid., No. 216, Vol. V, p. 30.

is
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ugly 211 over with the affectations of a fine gentleman
The most distinguished and popular type was the one Addison

called a "Pretty Fellow."

The chief of thisg sort is Colonel Brunett, who is a
man of fashion, because he will be so; and practises a very
janty way of behaviour, because he is too careless to know
when he offends, and too sanguine to be mortified if he
did know it: ---~ Therefore he is very successfully loud
among the wits, and familiar among the ladies, and Gis-
solute among the rakesi::----- All he says or does, which
would offend in another, are passed over in him; and 211
actions and speech which please, doubly please if they come
from him: no one wonders or takes notice when he ig wrongs;
but all a’mire him when he is in the right., --~-- here
nature haé formed a person for this station amongst men,
he is gifted with a peculiar genius for success, and his
very errors and absurdities contribute to it; this felicity
attending him to his life's end: for, it being in a manner
necessary that he should hs of no consequence, he is as
well in old age as youth,” :

Another type of coxcomb is the whisperer without

business whom Addison calls Lord Ho-Where. He is frequently

seen in the elub, coffee-house, and theatre. HHe assuvmes
the air of one who knows important secrets, and "whal adds
to the Jest is, that his emptiness has its moods and sea-
song, and he will not condescend to let you into his dis-
coveries except he is in very good humour, or has seen

somebody of fashion talk to you. He will keep lis nothing

to himself."30 Then there is the courteous Umbra, whose

29
Tatler, No. 24, Vol., I, pp. 186-137
Ibide., No. 38, Vol. II, p. 5



90

officiousness would be regarded as impertinence in any

other man., Addison declares that he should not be judged
by the trifles upon which he is assidiously engaged, but
by his intentions which are to render valuable service.

He believes ne is giving his friends the greatest assist-
ance by performing insignificant errands or by prescribing
toward the cure of a pimple or a rash, which is as far as
his knowledge of medicine will allow.

Although rake, fop, and beau were names for otl.er
types of coxcomb, they 2ll had the same general character,
However, each had one or two traits which distinguiskei him
from the rest of the “species.“ There were a few whon
Addison names according to singularities in dress or behav-
ior. "A cane upon the fifth button shall from hencefortih
be the type of a Dapper; red-heeled shoes, and a hat hung
upon one side of the head, shall signify a Smart; = good
periwig made into a twist, with a brisk cock, shall speak

a lMettled Fellow;rand an upper lip covered with snuff, de-

note a Coffee-house Stategman."Sl

The coquette, or "female coxcomb", is a specieg of

meny varieties. Addison is especially severe in hLis ridicule

of the type which he calls Salamander. He explains his choice

il ’ ,
Tatler, No. 96, Vol. 111, p. 67
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of name by this definition: "Now a 8alamander is a kind of
heroine in chasgtity, that treads upon fire, and lives in the
midst of flames without being hurt."%2 Even though her be-
havior toward men is unusually suggestive and provocotive,
she is scondalized at the narrow-mindedness and severity of
a parent or the unreasonableness and jealousy of a husba=nd,
who objects to such innocent liberties. Thus the Sala-
mander lives in a state of simplicity and innocence, and
~wonders what people mean by temptations. Only women made
of flesihr and blood are subject to human frailties while the
characteristics of a Salamander preserve her constiution in
a kind of natural frost. Addison gives the name of Idol
to the tyne of coquette whose vanity demands continuous
manifestations of adoration. ©She spends all her time in
adorning her person or in gaining new adorers. At the
theatre, assembly, in the Ring, and even in church,she sets
up the ritual for her worship and receives the offerings of
her votaries. If she is skillful, she contrives to mk
each of her adorers believe he is the favored one, and at
the same time she acquires new worshippers. Although this
flirt is fittingly named, her adorers differ in one respect

from those of the real idol., "For as others fall out be-

32
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cause they worship different idols", her idolaters are

likely to guarrel because they worship the same. Addison
gives the causes why many idols are "undeified." llarriage
is a sure cause, for "when a man becomes familiar with his
goddess, she quickly sinds into a woman."™ 01d age is also
a certain cause, and "there is not a more unhappy being than
a superannuated idol."

Those coquettes "who are for spinning oﬁt the time

of courtship to an immoderate length" are called Demurrers

~

by Addison., He good=-naturedly ridicules the temerity of de-

murrers and reflects upon the evils of demurrage:

Wirst of all, I would have them seriously think on

the shortness of their time. Life is not long enough for

a cogquette to play 2ll her tricks in. A timorous woman drops
into her grave before she has done deliberating. 'ere the
age of man the same that it was before the flood, = lady
might sacrifice half a century to a scruple, and be two or
three ages in demurring.---~--Alas! she ought to play ler
part in haste, when she considers that she is suddenly to
quit the stage, and make room for others. In the second
place,--a5 the: term of life is short, that of beauty is
much shorter.------A third consideration which I would like-
wise recommend to a demurrer, and that is the great danger
of her falling in love when she is about three score, if

she cannot satisfy her doubts and scruples before that time.
There is a kind of latter spring, that sometimes gets into
he blood of an old woman, and turns her into a very odd
sort of an animal.

35
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These examples of various types of coxcomﬁ°, pedants,
and coquettes are representative of the superficizl lives
and characters of mem and women in fashionable society.
Addison reveals through these characterizations that many
of the evils that were practised by men were likewise prac-
tised by women. In recognition of this fact, he dedicated
a large number of his essays to the consideration of their
manners and morals, for he believed they could wield great
influence toward social and moral reform if they were prop-
erly directed. In an early number of the Spectator, Addison

declares:

But there are none to whom this paper will be more
uséful than to the female world. I have often thought there
has not been sufficient pains taken in finding out proper
employments and diversions for the fair ones. Their amuse-
ments seem contrived for them, rather as they are women,
than as they are reasonable creatures; and are more adapted
to the sex than to the species. The toilet is their great
scene of business, and the right adjusting of their hair
the principal employment of their lives. . . Their more uer-
ious occupations are sewing and embroidery, and their great-
est druv@emy the preparation of jellies and SWGEbme”tS. P
I shall endeavour to point out all those imperfections that
are the blemishes, as well gs those virtues which are the

embelligshments of the sex.

35 ‘
Spectator, No. 10, Vol. I, 0. 49
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Addison regarded the improvement of women's morals
and manners as an important part of his program for social
reform. His belief in the wisdom of a practical education
for women has already been mentioned. It is to the glory
of both Addison and Steele that they did not share the
general attitude toward women, for it was an age in which
women of all classes were neglected 2nd regarded with con-
tempt. Lord Chesterfield's opinion of the sex was cliarac-
teristic: "Women are only children of a larger growth; they
have an entertaining tattle and sometimes wit; but for
solid reasoning and good sense, I never knew one that had
it.ﬂ

In his attempt to point out "the imperfections that
are the blemishes"™ of the fair sex, Addison touches upon
numerous absurdities in dréss, follies of conduct, and af-
fectations in manners. The head-dress and the hoop-petti-
coat were fashions in dress which Addison most frequently
ridiculed., In his comment on head-dresses, he remarks
"that women in all ages have taken more pains than men to
adorn the outside of their heads."36 The unwieldy size and

ungainly appearance of the hoop-petticoat are sufficient

36
Speetator, No. 98, Vol. II, p. 178
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reasons for abolishing such a fashion, "for," he declares,
"should this fashion get among the ordinary people, our

public ways would be so crowded, that we should want street-

>

room."“7 Meny rigid rules of conduct and appurten=nces of
dress were regarded as absolutely essential for success in
the elaborate system of love-making, which was the chief oc-
cupation in fashionable society. By proposing the founding
of an academy for training young women in the exercise of
the fan and by establishing set rules for judging the nro-
gress of an amour, Addison's ridicule reveals the degree of
absurdity which marked fashionable practices of the age.

One practice among women of high social position which Add-
ison criticized more severely than most of their vices was
that of demanding "pin-money", a popular name for exorbitaﬂt
allowances, which they sgquandered on extravagant dress or

expensive diversgions,

Tt hag been said that the state of a nation's morals

may be judged by its amusements. The truth of this state=-
ment is borne out by the amusements which were popular in
the early decades of the eighteenth century. The upper

clasges, desirous of displaying expensive dress and equipage,

paraded the R ing and fashionable Gardens, attended the opera

37
Spectator, No. 127, Vol. II, pe. 307
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and the theatre, and held private assemblies and mzs-
querades. One of the chief pastimes among "gentlemen"
was duelling, a practice which had lost what little dignity
it had ever had. Gay young aristocrats organized lawless
bands such as the famous Mohocks and for their amusement
perpetrated outrages that were little less than criminal.
In numerous essays Addison pointed out the evils which orig-
inated in, or resulted from, these diversions.

idespread prosperity brought about an increase in
luxury and leisure and above all, in a spirit of speculation
which affected social life by popularizing gambling as a
pastime and finally culminated in the gigantic South Sea
Bubble. Gambling was practised by all classes in a voriety
of forms, but one of the most popular was the lottery. Addison
criticizes this pastime not only because it led to waste of
money but also because it represented the tendency =mong most
people to live beyond their means in the expectation of win-
ning or making money easily. His moral is:

It should be an indispensable rule in life; %o con-
tract our desires to our present condition, and, whatever
may be our expectations, to live within the compass of what
we actually possess. It will be time enough to enjoy an
estate when it comes into our hands; but if we anticipate

our good fortune, we shall lose the pleasure of it when it
arrives, and may possibly never possess what we have so



foolishly counted upon.36
The morals and manners of the average Londoner fur-
nished mogt of the subjects for Addison's essays, but the
lives and habits of country people, especially of the rural
gentry, received their share of his criticism. If
manners ofvthe city dweller were crude, those of the country
man were often boorish., The paternalistic system of society
that still predominated in rural England gave the country

entleman, who was usually lord of an estate, a pogition of

@

great influence. Reference has already been made to Addison's
belief that the education and refinement of the country gen-
tlemen were important factors in social reform. He created
the ideal type of country gentleman in the character of the

-

o3

lovable and kindly S ir Roger, whose relations with his
voted tenants proved a worthy example for every English squire.
Furthermore, he discussed many phases of country life as he
saw it at Sir Roger's manor. This group of 3pectator essays
are known as the "Sir R oger de Coverley Papers."

At that time there was little communication between
town and country, for the roads were frequently impassable,

t. The

o

vi ad

nd the dengers and discomfort of travel were gren

ack of contact between the inhabitants of the rural districts

and of the city resulted in great differences in dregss and

=

*®pectator, No. 191, Vol. III, 'p. 295
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menners. Although the country gentleman was of the

aristocracy and often possessed wealth, he was laughed at

e
(ol

b

by the Londoner. When he made one of his infrequent visits
to town, he was conspicuous because of his rustic ways and
peculiarities of dress.

Addigson good-naturedly ridicules a country gentleman
whose eccentric dress and affected behavior make him the
center of much attention as he walks through the park.

Addison says: "Ihave often wondered, that honest gentlemen,
who are good neighbors and live quietly in their own pos-
seszions, should take it in their heads to frighten the town
after this unreasonabie-manner." He concludes hris reflections
with the droll remark: "I can not tell who this gentleman

is, but for my part, may say with the lover in Terence, who
lost sight of a fine lady, 'wherever thou art, thou canst not
be long concealed.'"39

Addison says that the first thing one notices on
going into the country is the difference in dress from that
of the citv. The rural gentry attempt to follow the city
fashions of manners and dress but they merely succeed in

1

being conspicuous and ridiculous, when they fancy themselves

in the height of the mode.

39 )
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They have no sooner fetched themselves up to the
fashions of the polite world, but the town has dropped
them, and are nearer in the first state of nature tihan to
those refinements which formerly reigned in the court, and
still prevailed in the country. One may now know a ma
that never conversed in the world, by his excess of good-
breeding. A polite country esquire shall make you as
many bows in half an hour, as would serve a courtier for a
weelk, 40

Addison expresses the wish that all those who live
heyond = short distance from town would agree upon one
fashion in dress which they would never change. "If instead
of running ~fter the mode, they would continue fixed in one
certain liabit, the mode would sometime overtake them.

The chief diversion of the country gentleman was
hunting, which in itself was harmless enough, but the averag
country squire had such a passion for it that he neglected
everything else in order to spend his tiue in the chase. XNot
only did he neglect his estate, but also lavished money =nd

affection on his horses and hunting dogs. Addison cdeclares

that every county of Great Britain has a hundred or more of

this kind of Esquire "with an estate that might make him the
blessing and ornament of the world around him; yet e has no

other view ond sambition, but to be an animal above dogs and

horses, without the relish of any one enjoyment which is pec-

IIO)' T. .’,?_,tOI‘, }IO. 119, VOl. II’ pc 269
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uliar to the faculties of human nature."*2
A summary view of Addison's essays on manners

and dress proves that few aspects of the social life during
his age escaped his attention. In his attempt at reform, he
first reveanled that the underlying causes for the many social
and morsl evils were ignorance, idleness,and 2 false standard
of life. 1Ile realized that no lasting reform could he effect-
ed merely by criticizing the "outward" indications of "in-
ward" rottenness. After he had systematically classified
the various evils according to their prevalence and serious-
ness, he exposed their nature with the attending evils for
which they were directly or indirectly responsible.

The most prevalent evil during the period was nol-

itical dissension, and directly from it came all those evils
that characterized public life, Although religious prejudice
was not so marked as in politics, it was still evident, es-
pecially in relation to politics. Popular superstition was
another major evil, Its most serious aspect was beliel in
witcheralft, but even its minor aspects had an unwholesome
ffect on society. The superficial life of faghionable soc-

LA

iety was the breeding place for numerous vices that \ddison

LIEG

mercilessly ridicules, not because they were of more norious

nature than many other evils of the period, but because of

i



the exanple which they set for humbler classes. F or the
same rengon e made a critical exemination of the lives
hobits of the country gentry. Addison's program for

socilal reform ¢id not consist wholly of destructive c

riticism.
He not only exposed the true nature of many social practices
and traditions but also offered many practical
for their

A

A2 P
suggestions

correction or improvement.
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LVIDEIICE OF ADDISON'S INFLUENCE ON SOCIAL REFCRI

In the preceding chapters an attempt has been made
to establish the thesis of this study, Addison's influence
on social refofm, by tracing the forces which brought about
the great need for moral and social reform at the beginning
of the eighteenth century, by showing that a combination of
circunstances made work toward reform timely, by pointing
out that Addison's character and %raining were ideal for
leadership of the movement, and most important of 2ll, by
setting forth his criticisms of morals and manners in the
light of »is philosophy of life.

The purpose of this chapter is to prove that rddison
did exert 2 great influence on social reform. An examination

of nis essays on aesthetic tastes, religion, morality, and

ssa
social manners have shown that the underlying principles upon
which his criticisms are based have in time been accep
the true foundatibn'upon which society is built. Although

some of the reforms he advocated, such as higher education for

women, seem commonplace to the modern reader, they were new to

his contemporaries, and prove that he was far in advance of
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his age. 1o extravagant claims are made for Addison. There
have been more profound philosophers and greater reformers.
Recognition has been given to the ideal conditions for re-
form during the period., But Addison was the man who couvld
most effectively direct the movement. After all, wise lead-
ership is the most essential factor in such a movement, for
without it other factors favoring reform would be digsipated.

Reform, like other changés in eivilization, is an
almost imperceptible process resulting from various causes.
‘To cladm that immediate and complete reforms were effected
by Addison's teachings would be absurd. However, there is
evidence that he was largely.responsible for. numerous reforms
in the social conduet of the age. Of course, Addison wrote
in coldaboration with Steele, and received aid from other
essayiéts whose assistance was invaluable; but it is gener-

2lly admitted that Addison was the guiding spirit of the

.

}..J

iterary

o

Spectator hoth in the program for reform and in the

style and tone which characterized it. That the paper enjoyed

d

extreme popularity with the reading public and that it
numerous imitators of its style and subject-matter are indic-
ationg of Addisbn's influence. Although entertainment was
one purpose of the paper, its chief purpose (which Addison

repeatedly declared) was to instruct. In carrying out this



ob
purpose, Addison's writings grew more insistently morzl as
the paper advanced; and since his reading public steadily
increased, it is naturally assumed that his criticisms of
social life were not only keing accepted, but also approved
by many readers,

Recognition of Addison's influence on social reform
may be found in the letters written by readers to the Spec-

tator, in biographies and eriticisms of Addison, ond in

1 social histories of the age. An excerpt or

oy

literarv an
comment from each of these sources should be sufficient to
gsubstentiate the belief that Addison exerted great influence
on the social reform of his age.

The following poem, written by the poet laureate of

~

England, =hum Tate, was printed in the Spectator, September 19,

1712:

ON THE SPECTATOR

When first the Tatler to a mute was turn'd,
Great Britain for her censor's silence mourn'd;
Robb'd of his sprightly beams, she wept the night,
Till the Spectator rose and Blaz'd as bright.

So the first man the sun's first setting view'd,
And sight'd. till cireling day his joys renew'd.
Yet, doubtful how that second sun to name,
Thether a bright successor, or the same,

So we: but now from this suspense are freed,
Since all agree, who both with judgment read
'Tig the same sun, and does himself succeed.i

Spectator, No. 489, Vol. VIII, p. 169
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Samuel Johnson says in his Lives of the English Poetss

ey

"Before the Tatler and the Spectator, if the writers for the
theater are excepted, England had no masters of common life.
No writer had undertaken to reform either the savageness of

e

neglect or the impertinence of civility; to teach when to
speak or when to be silent, how to refuse or how to comply.
We wanted not hooks to teach us our more important duties:

but an arbiter elegantisrium, a judge of propriety, was vet

wanting."

In his biography of Addison, W. J. Courthope
this comment in regard to Addison's influence in reforming the

common attitude toward marriage: "Dorimant and Sir Fopling

Flutter felt ashamed of themselves. The cuckold disa
from the stage. In gsociety itself marriage nc longer anpeared
ridiculous.”

Probably the comment of Bonamy Bobreé, who is not very
complimentary to Addison, "that h 'always wopld rank os o revered

4

Censor Morum, and as one who had leavened the most critical

period in English manners", should be valued most highly as
evidence because it was given so grudgingly. Since Thomas
Rabington Macaulay's admiration of Addison is so extravagant

and so generally known, there is no need to quote from his

biographical account of Addison.



The Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences has a very

definite statement as to Addison's position in the history

of social reform:

He had a permanent influence on morals and journalism,
cesecesdiec wos the first English critic, in the light vein, of
both morals and manners......s+His wide range of interests
in the daily problems of human life served both his owm age
and posterityeceeee..His good sense and humanity, his moral
purity and reverence for the sublime in man and nature,_set

him as a nmilegtone in the progress of social criticism,.

Similar comments could be quoted indéfinitely, but
these few are representative of the general opinion =g to
Addison's worth. Although there is some difference of
opinion o to Whether Addison has rendered greater service
as an essayist or as a reformer, there is no doubt that he
represents o definite and significant step forward in the

Y

evolutionary process of civilization.

[»} .

£

Iincyclopaedia of Social Sciences, Vol. I, . 437
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