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CHAJ?TER I ., 

,A SURVEY OF THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL HISTO RY O:B' THE LA.ST 

HALl, OF THE SEVJ1NTEEN'l1I CENTURY 

The movement toward soci a l reform during the Queen 

Anne period was the result of forc es wh ich had bee n a t 

work througho ut t h e l ast hal f of the seventeenth cen tury . 

In order to understand t h e soc i al cond itions of the age, 

a knowledge of the preceding f ifty years is necessary. 

The purpos e of thi s study is to determi ne the extent of 

Addisonts influence in br i ng ing about socia l and mo r a l 

reforms which took place in the early part of t he eight­

eenth century. However , the work of the s ocia l refo r m­

er ca n be measured only when it is presented against the 

background of t h e ag e which he sought to reform. It is 

but logical to preface a study of Joseph Addisont s in­

fluence on social reform wi th a survey of t h e social , po ­

litical, and literary tendencies which brought about the 

conditions i n English socia l life that prevailed a t the 

beginning of the ~ueen Anne period . 

Early in t h e seventeenth century the struggle be­

t ween King and Parliament, wh ich Elizabeth 's personal 
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popula rity had held in check, was resumed with the ace:es.­

s i on of t h e first Stuart. As the century progressed, in­

cr eas i ng b itterness be.tween the two factions made civil 

war i nevitable. The country wa.s sharply divided into two 

clas ses which were motivated partly by political and part­

l y by religious principles. The Royalists were chiefly 

conc:erned with the poli tica.l aspects involved, while the 

Parliamentarians were equally concerned with the religious 

a spects. The king and his adherents--the aristocrats and 

their dependents--defended the theory of divi.ne right and 

t h e supremacy of the Established Church. The opp,osi tion, 

composed of the trading and commerc·ial cle~sses, u:pheld 

the doctrine of p,o::pular ri ghts as embodied in parliamenta­

ry rule and in Puritanism. Cromwell and Milton were typ­

ical Puritans, and it was the zeal of such leaders rather 

t han superiority of numbers which brought success to their 

cause. Feudal wars, the rise of monarchial government, 

theological controversies centering about the Reformation, 

and finally the contest between King and Parliament, had 

culminated in a complete triumph for the Parliamentarians 

with the execution of Charles I in 1649. 

The Corrnnonwealth was an outgrowth of the Reforma­

tion, which had tended to\vard a new arrangement of society 

according to religious and politica l ereeds instead of the 



f-'€uda l order of t h e Mi ddle .Ages. Becaus e t h e middle 

classes c onstituted the backbone of t h e purita n reg ime, 

t hey gained control of the g over nment--usur:pJng t he posi­

tion h ith erto occupied by t he a ristocracy alone, a nd never 

aga in ha ve they wholly lost t h eir hold on the gove rrunent . 

Al t h ough Parliamentary rule was not in any sense democrat ­

ic, and no true reform wa s brought about in it until t he 

latter part of t he century, Puritanism gave a semblance of 

real i ty to democracy by procla i ming a ll men equal before God . 

The g rowt h of purita nism had import ant results in t h e 

s oci a l a nd literary life of t h e c ountry . One of the 

f irst a cts of t h e Long Parli ament, i n 1642, was to close 

t he tneatres, and for fourteen y ears no reg ula r performances 

were g iven . The Elizabethan drama had lost most of its g lo­

ries since t h e beg inning of t h e century, a nd so it was un­

able to survive t h is blow. All art and litera ture ex ce p t 

that of a didacti c na ture were a lso frowned upon. :Milton 

wrote nci p oetry of i mportance during t h is period, but de­

voted h i ms elf to the writing of pol itical pamphlets . How­

ever, t h ere is noth i ng unusual in the absence of a national 

literatur e duri ng t h e Commonwea lth , as a period of politi­

ca l strife has never been favorab le for t h e development of 

a gre a t litera t ure. Even t h ough Cromwell' s g overnment was 

very efficient, it was not h i ng les s than a military despot -
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ism . Every phas e of life, including t he simp,lest amuse­

ment , was supjected to harsh and intolerant regula tion. 

This pol i cy of att emp ting to force all men to live in a,c­

cordance with their ovm na rrow views led many Puri tans, 

especially t hose \Vho were not religious fanatics, to turn 

against the Commonwealth. 1tif this be liberty'', said a 

contemporary, 11wha t nat ion in Europe lives in servi tud~ 'i> 11 

After the death of Cromwell, the threat of anarchy 

was i mminent for a period of eighteen months . Every one 

had grown weary of the extreme austerity of the puritan 

regime , and t h e uncertainty of the future made a reaction 

in favor o:t· mo narchial government inevitable. It was the 

only fo r m of government that all factions would agre e to. 

So the trend of events in 1659 brought about t h e next year, 

a resto r a tion which royalty alone could never have a ccom­

plished. 

This restoration, however , was not the reestablish ­
ment of the Crown with its former prerogatives unimpaired. 
All the salutary l aws limiting the power or the ex ecutive 
for which Pym and Hampden and Cromwell had struggled con­
tinued to be in effect, and thus the absolutism of the 
Tudors and t h e ea rly Stuarts had been rendered difficult 
of :r epetition. 1'he revolution was not reversed. 

The sudd.en relief afforded by the security of' a sta.-

1 E .M.Hulme, A History of the British Peo1;>le. ( The 
Century Company, new York and London, 1924. ), p."" 313. 
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ble g overnment caused a violent reaction against the ex­

treme rigidity of morals enforced by Puritan tyranny, so 

that t h e lowest stage of moral laxity in national history 

was reached during the Restoration period. Ideal.ists were 

superseded by men with no ideals, and disillusionment was 

reflected in t h e thoughts, ideas, and manners of the peri­

od. The na tion, emerging from the restraint exercised by 

t he g overnment for twenty years, manifested whole-hearted 

enthusiasm for the looseness and immorality which charac­

terized court life. The court that Charles gathered about 

him was the most brilliant the nation had ever witnessed. 

With its establishment a period of prolonged festivities 

ensued during which the intrigues and extravagances of the 

King and his courtiers "became such scandals that the age 

gained lasting and unenviable notoriety. 

The King was handsome, affab.le, and charming in man­

ner.. His gaye.ty, good nature, and freedom from pretense 

made him generally popular, but his conduct, both public 

and private, admits of no justification. Whenever he had 

the opportunity, he sacrificed the interests of England to 

satisfy his own selfish desires, and only his fondness for 

pleasure and his laziness prevented him from being a tyrant. 

Beeause of his unwillingness to exert himself against pro­

longed opposition and his determination "not to go on his 
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travels againn, Parliament was able to check any tendency 

toward that absolutism which was characteristic of the 

Stuarts. Therefore, the government during the Restoration 

was a monarchy limited by Parliamenta:ry rule, and the trans­

fer of power from crown to Parliament went on steadily dur­

ing the greater part of Charles's reign. 

After experiment with the so-ealled democracy of the 

Commonwea lth had ended,the wide-spread feeling of a return 

to hard reality led to corruption in politics, as well as 

in society and in literature. Every one whose interests 

were concerned welcomed the re-establisbment of the monarchy 

as a stable order of government. Under the cloak of promot­

ing public welfare, all classes set out to gratify their own 

desires at no expense to themselves. The nobility recovered 

the prestige and sinecures it had previously held, and the 

middle classes obtained the peace and opportunities so in­

dispensable for the promotion of business interests. seem­

ingly all the old world of hereditary caste and ancient cus­

tom was re-instated. For the time being, the aristocratic 

social order triumphed over democracy, and the Cavaliers en­

joyed a strength out of all proportion to that they had held 

hefore t h e Civil War. Most of the Royalists, whose estates 

had been confiscated, recovered their property, but they no 

longer controlled the wealth of the country. 
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During t h e t wenty ye ars of the Commonweal th, the ru- , 

r a l gentry had suffered proba bly more t han my other class . 

Thei r esta tes, wh ich constituted the whole of their wealth, 

had been eith er confiscated or rendered useless, so that 

they had no means of sustenance . Consequently, thei r stand­

a r d of living was so altered t hat they had become boorish 

in ma nner , prejudiced, and illiterate. However, at the Res ­

toration, they ]'esumed their former :position in society and 

regained control of some of the best public and ecclesias t i­

cm. l offices that they regarded as theirs by hereditary right . 

The House of Lords was recruited 1·rom their ranks, and so 

lords a nd gentry f"ormed the ruling cl ass during t h e first 

pa rt of t h e p.eriod. The Church also identified its inter­

ests with theirs . 

After the fanat icism of the puritan regime had passed, 

relig ion became a joke and bore the brunt of the scorn and 

ridicule of the Cavaliers. Even the more serious-minded re­

garded it as merely a conventional fonn necessary to hold 

society together. With religion out of favor, t.he c.lergy 

lost the power and prestige t hey had formerly held. The 

dignitaries of the Church were no longer drawn from the 

p.e ell'age, and at one time duri ng the period only two bishOJ?S 

were sons of :peers. Ecclesiastical offices that had at ­

ttactive salaries were mor e often bestowed on men for po -
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li tieal services than on those who merited them. 'l'he new 

regime was for the especial benefit of the re-constituted 

hierarchy in both political and social relationships. 

In revenge for the civil disabilities imposed upon 

Anglicans during the Commonwealth, Cavaliers discriminated 

against the Puritans, politically and socially. The mid­

dle classes, who had held all political power during the 

preceding period, now devoted themselves to commerce and 

business. Instead of attern:gting to change the government 

into a middle-class institution, they accepted the new or­

der without protest, and left all ostensible positions of 

power and authority to t h e nobility and gentry. These re­

stricted classes, who continued to be the most substantial. 

and sober, were content to remain in social obscurity. How­

ever, since they had acquired a permanent interest in pol­

itics during t he Commonwealth, they gradually a nd quietly 

regained their influence in the affairs of government. 

The Restoration had been more of a social than a 

political reaction, so morals and manners underwent radi­

cal changes. The influence of Charles II and his court on 

morals in general was most pernicious. Since the court set 

the standards for polite society, their dissolute manners 

were considered part of goo.d breeding and essential to 

charm. The Civil liar had been a conflict between two modes 
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of living: that of the nobility who loved pleasure and ease, 

and that of the middle classes who were austere and serious 

of purpose. The triumph of the latter had swept a.way a 

court and its vices, but with the return of Charles, there 

VJas restored a court with worse vices. The Cavaliers' ha­

tred for everything Puri tan led to :ri.dicule of all that 

characterized the regime. The extreme piety, zeal, and 

also hypocrisy, incited the Cavaliers to the opposite ex­

treme in ostentatious profligacy. The puritans had banned 

all that was pleasant in life, so the Cavaliers re-instated 

pleasure as their only God. It became an age in which 

pleasure was the main purpose in life, and it was enjoyed 

to the fullest. The education of children of the nobility 

was primarily training in social accomplishments. The eld­

est son was usually sent abroad with a tutor whose chief 

qualification must be knowledge of the world. Only younger 

sons went to the university or were apprenticed to some 

trade. Girls were sent to boarding schools at an early age 

to be taught dancing, music, painting, and French. On fin­

ishing school, they returned home to complete their educ.a­

tion by reading the romances, :plays, and poems that were 

fashionable for the time-being. 

Life at the court of Charles was, at best, a coarse 

r ,'eplica of that of Versailles. French influence prevailed 
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not only in dress, manners, and amusements, but it also 

penetr ated t h ei r modes of thinking and feeling. There was 

a cont i nuous round of festivities at which the chief amuse­

ments were dri nking, gamb.ling , dancing , and flirting . How­

ever , the. Ki ng 's favorite pastime was attending the theatre. 

At t h e beginni ng of t he period, Charles and his courtiers 

were practically its only patrons, but soon the theatre be­

came t he social center, as well as the moral syrAbol of the 

age . Restoration drama, especially comedy, was t h e outcome 

of a state of manners and of mind. Soon afte.r the theatres 

were re-opened, a new type of comedy--the comedy of manners 

inspired by the superficialities of society--became very 

popula~. It was a fitting vehicle for the witty, sparkling 

dia logue and the a rti.stic workrn.anship of Sir George Etheredge,, 

Si r J'ohn Vanbrugh, William Wycherley, William Congreve, and 

other dramatists of the period. Since these :plays mirrored 

t h e life of the court, they reflected the vitiated tastes of 

those for whom they were written . Their wit and humor made 

licentiousness very attractive . To please the court the 

dramatists attacked the very foundations of morality in a 

spirit of cynicism and contempt for conventional behavior. 

The dissolute character of the hero was presented as a model 

for a man of ·breeding and refinement; while all those por­

trayed with honest and sober character were ridiculed and 
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denounced . This tone of ribaldry was also intermixed with 

the pathos of tragedy . For a. bri ef t i me the Heroic drama 

was the most popul ar form of tragedy, but it was impossible 

because of its artificiality . I.ater in the period tragedy 

was fashioned accordine; to the classical unities. Shake­

speare's tragedies proved very unpopular i n their original 

form , but their adap t a tio n to cl~,ssical rule s bee.rune a fa­

vorite practice among dramatists .. Pepys' comments on t he 

desirability of such adaptat i on is characteristic of t he 

Restoration audience : "Fortunately these old plays he,ve 

been brought up t o date by skilful p.e.ople v1ho have do ne 

their work well; a glo omy trai.gedy like :Macbeth becomes 

quite agreeabl e with pantomimic effect s . 11 

Alt hough the low moral tone of t h e Restorat i on peri­

od was most directly reflect ed in the drama , there were 

great changes in prose and poetry. It was an age i n which 

literature was intellectua l rather than imagina tive and 

emoti onal . This was due, in great part, to t h e French in­

fluence, which :prevailed in literature as in everything else 

after t he Restoration . 

Poetry became :prosaic, for it was made the vehicle 

for argumant, controversy, and personal and political satire. 

Since the principles of regular ity and correctnes s were cul­

ti vated , instead of feel ing and imag ination, the result was 
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an entirely artific,ial t~e of poetry. Two representative 

poems were Drydents Absalo:m and Aehito]hel, a political 

satire, e.nd But ler's Hudibras, a. burlesque on Puritans. 

Tha t Charles II favored the style of the French prose 

writers and festered its development in English prose was 

responsible for the only worth while advancement made in 

literature during the period. This change in style marked 

.the beginning of mode:rn English prose. Simplicity, clarity~ 

and precision of expression were substituted for the intri­

cate and elaborate Btyle of the prece.ding age. The sp,on­

tanei ty and naturalness which characterize conversation 

were aimed at by the foremost prose writers of the day. 

This familiar style was peculiarly suited to the age for 

several reasons; a spirit of criticism and of reasoning 

marked the intellectual life of the age; a growing interest 

in science needed plain and unambiguous writing for its ex­

posi tion; conflicting social interests and opposing polit i ­

cal parties called for a vigorous prose. The pen war be­

tween Whigs and Tories, which raged during the first part 

of the e.ighteenth century, began during the Restoration. 

Cont:roversial writing tended to develop exactness and sim­

:plic:i ty of language for the benefit of public opinion. These 

and other influences were instrumental in the transformation 

which prose underwent. Besides the prose dealing with sub-
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j ee:ts of contempo·rary interest, there were diaries. j our­

na.l s , and memoirs wh ich have proved of great value to so­

c i al h istory beca use they give detailed accounts of con­

tempora r y l ife. Pepys' :EJ.iar:E_, Evelynts Diari, a.nd Eurnet•s 

History: of~. own Times are among the best of these works . 

In lit erature the Restoration period is often called 

t he llAg e of Dryden 11 , who is known as 11 the greatest. man of 

a little e~g e . u His work in drama, in poetry, and in prose 

led in adopting the new principles of writing, so that he 

wa s really the most repFesentative man of letters of the 

age; and he was acknowledged as its literary dictator by 

his contemporaries. 

Because literature is a social prod.uct which re­

flects existing conditions, it is apparent that Restora­

tion literature lacks those qualities of moral strength, 

sniritual fervor, and creative energy so necessary for a 

literature to be great. However, analysis, criticism, 

realism, and satire are qualities of its literary activity 

which have been definite influences in the development of 

literature, especially of prose literature. 

With the accession of James II there WaJ:I no def i-

ni te change in the general trend of affairs. But, because 

he was more devoted to his religion, and because he entire­

ly lacke.d t h e tact and charm which characterized his broth-
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trine of royal prerogative so that he mi ght favor his fel­

low Catholics , and in doing SQ, brought to a crisis the 

political unrest and fear of relig ious oppression which had 

been increasing dur ing the last years of Charles's reign. 

The fate of James II proved that the political liberty that 

the Puritans had ga ined was not to be sacrificed , and it 

also put an end to the struggle between King and Parlia­

ment for supremacy in government. 

'l'he Revolution of 1688 wa a t he true beginning of 

Par liamentary government in Engl.and . Thereafter, the minis­

ters were responsible to Parliament, the representatives of 

the peo])le, and not to the King. After the setting up of a 

new regime, there were di f ini t e signs of reac.tiQn i n public 

opinion. agains t t h e morals and manners of the Rest orat i on , 

and soon elements of a distinctly moral nature we re inter ­

fused with political motives. The :political a nd moral trans ­

formation, wh ich began then, marked a transition b etween the 

Restorat ion period and t h e Eigh teenth Cent ury period in 

which most of t h ose features chara cteristic of t he l atter 

had their origin . 

Increasing 'bitterness bet1.l\feen political fact ions and 

contempt for political p,rinciples were char acteristics wh ich 

· exerted great influence in the latter :pa rt of the seventeenth 
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eentury· and throughout the eighteent):1 century. One cause 

was the c ontinual intriguing of the .racobites, which did 

not end unt il their last hopes we.re defeated in 1.746. How­

ever, the principal cause. was the rivalry for control of 

governmental affairs between the landed aristocracy and the 

ris ing commercial or middle classes. The latter, who had 

been pushed into obscurity during the Restoration period, 

had devoted themselve.s to ma.king money. ·with t.he beginning 

of the modern era, wealth was no longer centered in land 

•but included money as well, so that through economic powe:u 

they gained a social and political power which stead.ily in­

creased until its highest :p.p.int cf development was reached 

.duri ng the first half of the eighteenth century. These 

classes, who wer.e known politically as Whigs, stood for re­

form, for expansion and empire, and for an energetic foreign 

policy. The Tories, composed mostly of country gentlemen 

and the e:J..ergy, were in favor of no change in the. established 

institutions, a.nd many of them were Jacobitea. 

With .the beginning of modern England there was a def­

inite shifting of the center of social gravity. The upper 

middle class, compos,ed of business and professional men, was 

able, through wealth, to force an alliance with the heredi­

tary nobility. Although society after l.688 remained aristo­

cr'atic, the spirit of the middle classes began to pervade 
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its tone and manners . 11he moralizing tastes of the middle 

elass es were f irst :m.e.nifested in literature. There was a 

decided reaction against t h e cynicism and immorality of 

Restoration drama . Ten years after the 11 Glorious Revolu­

tion" , Jeremy Collier :published h i s Short View of the Pro­

faneness and Immoral ity ~f t h e English stage. About the 

same time Richa:rd Steele and Colley Cibber introduced t h e 

sentimental comedy , which was the beginning of a more sym­

pathetic at titude both in a ctual life and in literature. 

Other efforts toward reform had their orig in through pam­

phlets. They were especially imp ortant in educating public 

opinion to the necessity of' reform . This phase of re fo r m 

was t aken up a nd carri ed on successfully by t h e per iodica l 

essay during the Q.ueen Anne p er iod . 

In this transi t io n period between 1688 a nd 1700, 

there was a renase:enc;e of national spirit Yllhich must exist 

before there can be a national literatur e. The reaction of' 

t h e deeper inst incts against t h e exce sses of worldly corrup­

t ion was the fi rst sign of a moral a wakening . Political op ­

pos ition t o the governme nt of Charles II and James II, Prot­

estant unrest, agitation by the Catholics , shame for the 

subjection of t h e English Crown to Louis XIV, di s gust with 

the domina tion of French influence in a rt and fashion, a.11 

C"ontr ibuted toward t h e re--birth of nationa l spirit and ma de 
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the Revolution of 1688 a decisive s.uccess. 

In sumrna.rizing the history of the last half of the 

seventeenth century, one finds several very definite trends 

in political and social history which are, in turn, reflect­

ed in the literature of the period. One of the most strik­

ing features throughout the survey is the steady gain of 

:gower by Parliament . Although the Restoration was seeming­

ly a renunciation of all that the Civil War and Connnonwealth 

had stood for, it was a re.construction of royalty by divine 

right in form only. · The strife and uncertainty of the Com­

monwealth had worn th.e peep-le out, so that they outwardly 

acc·epted the suprema~,y of the Crown, but in reality Parlia-

' ment continued to force the Crown to surrender its preroga-

tives one by one. This growth in parliamentary rule cul­

minated in a complete triumph v,Jith the Revolut ion of 1688 • 

.another interesting feature. is the varied p.oli tical 

and social fortunes of the middle classes. However, their 

political history almost paralle·ls that of Parliament, though 

they experienced a temporary loss of power in it during t he 

first :part of the Restoration :period. Since the Middle .Ages,. 

these classes had been gaining both political and social 

recognition . Vlinning the Civil war was a triumph for them., 

but they made t he mistake of monopolizing the government by 

the absolute control of Parliament. As Parliament was com-
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posed wholly of their representatives, the nobility and 

gent ry were dispossessed as comp.letely as royalty. Natural­

ly, t h ese t wo c:lasses united with the Crown to regain their 

poli t ical position, and with the Restoration,they, in turn, 

excluded t h e middle classes from society and politics. Al­

though t heir social and political powers had been swept a­

way, the middle C'lasses continued t o increase in economic 

power, and eventually, with the modern era, it was this 

power that gained for them the control of both social and 

political policies. -

The last and probably mo.st important feature traced 

in t h is survey is the change in social life and the result­

ing effect upon literature. Al though all these trend.s have 

been faithfully reflected in the literatures of the several 

periods, the changes in morals and manners have had the most 

direct effect on the development of l .i terature. The fanati­

cism with which the Puritans governed society inevitably 

resulted in a reaction to the apposite extreme and this 

brought about conditions just as impossible • .After a period 

of time, necessary to reach a state of normalcy between 

these two extremes, had passed, the underlying principles 

on which English life is based again became apparent. Of 

course, su:perficially, the England of the later Stuarts was 

lacking in every element necessary for progress in social 
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life and in literature, but out of this England grew those 

c onditions that characterized the eighteenth century and 

ma.de poss ibl€ the g:rreat reforms in society with which this 

study is concerned . 



CHAPTER II 

ADDISON IN RELATION TO HIS AGE 

Addison's great influence on social reform during 

the Q,m1en Anne period can be understood only by consider­

ing the factors which made his work timely. First, the 

realization of t h e need. for reform brought about a spirit 

of humanitarianism hitherto unknown . Second, a, combination 

of circumstances made the essay :periodical, e,s it is repre­

sented in t h e Tatler and g11ectator, the most suitable type 

of literature for directing the social movement. Third, 

Addison's humanistic qualities of character and literary 

style were especially effeetive in gaining for him the po­

sition of leadership which he soon attained through his 

writing. 

Socially, the ~ueen Anne period was one peeuliarly 

ready for the reformer. Class, religion, and political dis­

sensions were characteristic of the age . With the accession 

of Anne, the struggle between Wh igs and Tories for control 

of the government 'became more embittered, a.nd penetrated all 

social and intellectual circles. Defoe says, "A Whig will 

no more go to the coo:a Tree or Ozinda 1 s, than a Tory will be 
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seen at the Coffee -house of st. James' s. u The conflict 

between Puritans and Cavaliers continued also, but it had 

become social rather than militant . The e:orruption, affec­

tations, e.nd excess es of all kinds, which had characterized 

Restoration so.ciety, still prevailed in the social life of 

fashio nable circles . Howeve r, the. merchants and financi ers 

who rose to social prominence as a result of their wealth 

and intermarriage wi th impoverished aristocrats were, for 

the most part, descendants of the puritans. They preserved 

t he rigor of their fore.bears, tempered and refined by their 

new prosperity and social contacts. They began the demand 

for reform in morals and manners by fighting immorality and 

licentiousness i n the theatre. As the middle classes became 

seriously concerned with reform and mo rality, social life 

gained decency and dignity. The number of p,eople who clung 

to t h e superficial and dissipat ed habits of Restoration life 

gradually dec:reased as t h e age became increasingly humane 

and reasonable. The movement toward reform was actively 

supported by Anne. She encouraged such humanitarian organi­

zations as t he Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge and 

the Soci ety for Propagating the Gospel. The oldest and most 

influential of these associations with moral, religious, or 

philanthropic aims was the Society for the Reformation of 

~ nners • .Anne also kept her court free from scandal and 
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ability . 

Conditions needing reform and an increasing demand 

for refo r m are seemingly all that could be necessary to in­

sure success for t h e reform of morals and manners. On the 

contrary , there are other factors just as vital as these in 

the work of reform. The reformer must have an effective 

means for reaching those whom he wishes to reform, a.nd he 

mus t have the ability to direct the reform he wishes to ef­

fect . It is necessary to show that several factors ma.de 

the essay periodical esp.ecia lly suitable as an instrument 

for d irecting t h e social movement. 

Although of earlier origin, the coffe:,-house of the 

ueen Anne period became one of the most influential in­

stitutions in London. After the isolation of earlier ages, 

men set about learning the art of living together amicably, 

even though they held different opinions. Hundreds of pub­

lic coffee-houses spra ng up in London, offering to all 

classes of people an opportunity for coming together to 

discuss those problems with which they were confront.ed. It 

was an age of domesticity, for ments thoughts dwelt on the 

every-day :problems of life. The weal th of the middle 

classes afforded t hem leisure and opportunity for self-im-
/ 

provement. 'llley wanted and needed guidance amid the numer-



ous perplexities of a changing social system; so they de­

pended upon t h e discussions of the coffee-house circles 

to help them toward some standardization in these matters. 

Th e coffee-house was the newspaper, club, a.nd business of­

fice all in one -- "th e cen,te:r of news, the lounge of the 

idler, t he rendezvous. for appointments, the mart for busi -
1 

ne ss men. u Each gr oup had its favorite; Tories frequented 

the October , Vlb. igs the Ki t-Kat, schola rs the Grecian, and 

bus iness men Garraway ' s. Hence, the coffee.-house became a 

great socializing factor, but its influence on the social 

movement would necessarily have been limited if the period­

ical had not become the organ of the coffee-house. Since 

the essayists were members of one or more coffee-house 

groups, they were ab le to choose topics which they knew to 

be of greatest interest and to discuss them according to 

general opinion. The ])eriodica l essayists were influenced 

not only in their choice of subject-matter by the conversa ­

tions they heard, but also in their adoption of an informal, 

conversational style of wri ting whi ch further insured the 

a t tention of the reading public, 

p·revious to this time, t h ere had been no wholesome, 

1 J'ohn Ash ton, Social Life in the Reign of Q.ueen Anne, 
(Chatto and Vfindus, London, 19257)°",p, 161. · 
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light reading-ma tter tha t might be termed literature • .Al.­

t h ough numer ous journals, news sheets, and pamphlets were 

published, they depended upon political and relig ious prej­

udi ces or sca nda l and vulgar gossip for their subject-matter. 

However, t h ese inferior and unsati.sfact ory writings had 

gaine d a wide popula rity a mong t h e middle classes. Their 

evident desire fo r reading-matter, written in a style and 

manner t ha t t h ey could appreciate, proved that the periodi­

ca l ha d unlimited possibilities as a type of literature. 

Although the Tatler and Specta tor are the most fa­

mous of all periodicals, the history of the periodical did 

not beg i n with them. There were various ty:i;ies of periodi­

ca l litera ture t h roughout the. seventeenth century,, but the 

immedi a te predecessors of t h e pe r iodical essay di d not a:g­

pe a r until the l a tter pa rt of the e.entury. The best of 

these were John Dunton 1 s Athenian Mercury {1690-1711) a 

11 learned 11 periodical; Roger L'Estrange•s Observator {1681-

168?); Edward Ward's London~ (1698-1700); and Daniel 

Defoe's Weekly Review of the Affairs of France (1704-1713). 

The eighteenth century periodical resembled these 

predecessors in several ways, but Defoe's Weekly Review 

was t h e only one that approached the Tatl~ and t h e Spec­

tator in style and subjec.t-matter. That Steele ob.tained 

h ints for the plan of the Tatler from these earlier peri-
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odicals has never been denied, but , with t he exception of 

Defoe , he was the first of t h e periodical essayists to en­

dow his paper with a style and tone suitable to t he subject­

matter , and at the same time, attractive to readers . This 

easy , familiar style was first used by the French essayist, 

Monta i gne . He had many imitators, but previous to the 

Q,ueen Anne :p.eri ad, no one had adapted the manner to t h e 

subject-matter of the periodica l. 

All types of literature indica te the relationship 

betwe en contemporary life and literature. T.b.is is partic­

ularly true of t h e essay, since it is easily moulded ac­

cording to circumstanc·e s . 'l1J:1.ere have been periods in the 

history of severa l countries when t h e chief business of the 

entire na tion seemed to be that o:r talking. This was true 

at t h e beginning of the eighteenth century in England whe n 

the :popularity of the club, tavern, and caff'ee-house was 

a t its h ei ght. In view of this fact, it is not remarkable 

that t h e essay (for certain types o1~ letter-writing and 

journe.lism rnay be considered as such) became t h e most popu­

lar form of literatur e during t h e period. 

In recognizing the middle classes as a reading public 

and by making the Tatle:r the organ of the cot·fee-house, 

Steele and Addison were able to perform a great work in the 

1!).ovement toward social reform. Through t he periodical 



26 

essay, they set out to educate their public in sound prin­

ciples of conduct by purging moral and social evils from 

men's habits and lives, and by supplying ideals of morality 

and rules for g ood manners. 

Although the Tatler was far from perfect, it soon 

became the most popular periodical oi" the age. It had two 

distinct advantages over its rivals. Its J;?ilan was more 

flexible and attractive than that of any other periodical, 

and its superior literary style was due to the writings of 

Steele , Addison, and other notable writers. The plan and 

purpose of the Tatler were not original; nevertheless, it 

is far superior to all its predeoessors. Defoe's 11 Scandal­

ous Clubli undoubtedly suggested the club idea that Steele 

used in his paper, and its form and method of distribu­

tion had been features of various p.apers. Probably the 

only original, and by f'ar the most successful,, feature of 

the Tatler was its division into sections which were re-- --
served for contributions from the several coff'ee-houses. 

Steele stated this part of the plan in the first number of 

the Ta tler. ; --
All accounts of gallantry, p.leasure and entertain­

ments, shall be under the article of iflhite•s Chocola. te­
house; :poetry, under that of Will's Coffee-house; Learning, 
under the title of Grecian, foreign and domestic news, you 
will have from Saint James's Coffe e-house, and what else I 
4ave to offer on any other subject shall be dated from my: 
own apartment. 
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With this arrangement Steele had opened an almos t 

inexhaustible fund of material which contained enough vari­

ety to h old the interest of nearly all classes. However, 

in order to insure t he success of his paper, Steele used 

his position as Ga.ze:tteer to advantag,e by :t'eaturing foreign 

and domestic news in the early numbers of the Tatler. As .he 

became · more certain of his public, he revealed his inten­

tion of carrying out the purpose that he had outlined in 

the first numbers of the pa.per--to paint vice and virtue 

in their true colors . He created the fictitious charac ter 

which h e called Isaac Bickerstaff, a name made popular by 

Swift , and he proposed t o discharge the duties or an imagi­

nary censor of social conduct through wir . Bickerstaf:t''s 

t.i lucubrations 11 • 

The first number of the Tatler appeared April 12, 

1?09, and was published three times a week until January 2, 

1711. l'he reason for its sudden and unexpected termination 

i s not known, but t he supposition is that Steele and Addi­

son had decided that. the paper was, no longer capable of 

furthering their program of reform. It had served its pur­

pose, for it gave them OpIJortunity to discover and develop 

the style and method most suitable for presenting their 

reflections on the customs and hab its of contemporary life 

and for holding the attention of a large and heterogeneous 



48 

reading public . They had altered the or i gina l pl an of the 

Tatler, but they were still handicapped by f eatur es which 

woul d allow no further change. On Ma:rch 1, 1'711, the first 

Spectator, a daily instead of a thrice weekly , appeared. 

The Tatl~ established the essay per iodica l as a 

type ; t he Spectat or perfeeted it. The Ta tler had been 

little more than a sheaf of notes and sl~etc:h es, while each 

issue of the Spectator contained a single, exquisitely de­

veloped thought, and was in reality a daily essay on moral­

ity , literature, philosophy, serious or humorous reflection . 

In the Ta tler Steel_e had compared h imself to a d istr~ssed. 

prince wh o ca lls in a powerful neighbor for a i d . Addison 

had advanced Steele's undertaking to a higher level t han 

h is or i ginal plans . As a result Steele forfeited h is p osi­

tion of leadersh ip and relied upon Addison more and more. 

Both papers attempted to a pply the wisdom of a ll epochs and 

nations to current p roblems, but the Spectator was more in­

s i s tently moral i n purpose, and became t h e self- appointed 

but readily a cce:pted leader of t h e puritan r eaction from 

Restoration traditions . 111.e pages of both t h e Tatle r and 

t h e S:r2ec:ta tor were peopled with types of cha racter designed 

to enliven or illustrate the author's ref lecti ons. However 

Steele ts creation , Isaac Bickerstaff, was litt le more than 

r a mouth-pie c e fo r pronouncements. Although h e outlined t h e 
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character of' t he Spectator and members of his club, it was 

Addi son who gave rea lity to t h e new 11 Censor Mor1.un i1 • I n a 

day of preachers , t h e shy, whi ms ica l, genial numorist was 

vastly more pleasing and inf luenti.al than 'the serious, 

dogmatic theologian. The good-natured ridicule of the 

S}?,ectator suc ce eded in making ri d iculous, even t.o himself, 

the fop who curled h is hair, wo re a ca ne non the fifth 

button" , took snuff, and developed the f ine art of love­

making . 

All London soon knew and loved t h e amiable philoso­

pher and h is club--the s4uire, t h e merchant, t h e clergyman, 

the soldier, the lawyer , and the man of fash ion. But, what 

was more important, the Spectator humanized for t he mi ddle 

classes their :philosophy of manne_rs, conduct, and morals, 

a nd it was not long until all classes began to realize t h e 

need f or reform o1' a social system which contained so many 

evils. 

Every feature of t h e eighteenth century period ica l 

as it was developed in t h e Tatler and the Spectator mad e it 

t he ideal literary instrument f'or Addison's task of social 

re form . In no oth er type of literature is the writerts per­

s ona lity so clearly revealed as in t h e informa l and inti­

mate style of t h e familia r essa y. Addison's cha r a cter, 

tra ining, and literary talents were those of a humanist. 
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In a n age when humanism a nd classic ism were just comi ng 

into t h eir own , Addis::m's genius was peculiarl y fitting 

for leadership in the mo vement toward social reform. 

On first thought it seems rema rkable that Addison , 

a man of reserved and scholar ly habits , should hold t h e 

highest off ice the state of f ered a commoner, that he be­

came the most renowned literary figure , and that he should 

enjoy great personal popularity . However, he was , in every 

w~.y , a man of the times-- h is tempe rament and charac.ter made 

him the idea l of t h e mi ddle classes . His life was one of 

balan ce in which h is a rtis ti c c.reed and his moral faith 

were i n ac c or d , and we r e e ncourag ed by a serene and tran­

qui l ham£ life. Steele , whose own life was mo re turbulent . 

refe r red to Add i son ' s early environment, h i s ge ntle , learned 

father, e,s an edu cationa l i deal. Addison gave early p romise 

of t h e clc:tssi cr-1 1 schola r ship v1ith wh ich h e was to d i stin­

guish h imself . His skilled. Latin vers,e won him many aca­

demic honors--including a Fellowship which he h eld until 

1711 . Poli t ical patronage of men of letters was in vogue 

during the age. Addison, testifying to his :politic.a l or­

thodo:xj.r in several p oems, gained t he support of Charles 

Montague , a hig leader. He secured for his prot ege a 

pension whi ch enabled Addison to t.ravel abroad. in prepa:r::e, ­

tion for a diplomatic career. 
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Addison found France congenial, and for a year he 

lived in scholarly seclusion . From France he went to Italy, 

where his chief interest was in the setting of his beloved 

anc i ents, Virgil and Horace. But .Addison, quoting Latin 

poets as h e climbed Vesuvius and wandered a.mone; the almond 

trees of Capri , wa,s no mere dilettante , though he was 

thoroughly imbued with the culture of his day when classi­

cal learning was pa.rt of the intellectual man's educa tion. 

As wel l as the historical scenery, h e saw t h e abus es of 

gover nment and the evils of social life.. In the mounta.i n 

of San Marino, Ad dis on noted t he honesty and !'reed.om of the 

mountaineers, which he contrasted with conditions i n Rome 

v~he re tyranny had reduced t h e Campagna to a wilde rness.. 

In 1702 the death of King Villiam drove Addisonts 

\ ~ ig friends fro m power,and his ~ension ceased. A year 

l at er , h e returned to England to resume old friendship s and 

to make new ones. He was -without em:-_Q,loyment for nearly a 

y ee.r, wh ich necessitated h is livi ng very frugally . However, 

pecuniary difficulties failed to distress him , and he main­

t ained the same serenity and cheerfulness t hat cha r a cter­

ized his temp erament throughout h i s life. v'ihen the t.J11 i gs 

r ose to power again , Addis on was engaged to cornm.emorate 

Jtiarlb orough •s great victory a t Blenh e im. The resulting 

po em, 11 The Camp.aig n 11 , with its ingenious flattery of the 
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British people, was an immediate success, and Addison's 

political career was assured . Jil though he followed the 

fortunes of his party in his writ ings for the 'Whi~ Exc'l.m­

iner and other pol itic.al papers , his political writing ·was 

obscured by his Tatler and Spectator essays. On the acces­

sion of George I, he vvas appoi.nted Secretary to the Lord 

Chief Justice , a.nd entrusted with the conduct of go vern­

ment until the Kingts arrival . Later he became again Chief 

Secretary of Ireland and a. commissioner for trade and the 

Colonies . His political career, h owever, is not of par­

ticular interest except that it illustrates the value _which 

political leaders of t h e time attached to literary ta l ents 

and the force which his polit ical power gave his so cial 

:reform . 

Addis on' s personal character may, perhaps, best be 

seen in contrast with that of his friend Steele. It seems 

strange that two men so di1'fer ent in charac.ter, training, 

and experience should be inseparably associated in a lit­

erary and moral undertaking. But, inasmuch as they wer.e 

both striving for the same end--to effect social and more,l 

reform--,it is natural that suc,ceeding generations should 

give a common center to their careers. Steele "liias not, as 

was Addison, a. r.1an oi' his times, but reflected the care 

free manners and attituctes 01' t h e Restoration. lt \Vas only 
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)Jy accident that h e was a classicist in any sense of t h e 

word . Addison t s influence made h im strive for a restraint 

at variance with h i s natur e, for a t heart, his literary 

ideal consisted of a pleasant negligence and spontaneity 1 

instead of care and d iscipline. I t is significa nt that 

his dramatic e f forts were sentimental and didac;tic comedies. 

whereas Addison ,. s dramas were class ical not only in theme 

but also in form and structure. 'l'he c.ontrast between the 

titles , Cato and The pon!3,cious Lovers, is a silent note on 

the great difference be tween the two as men as well as 

dramatists . Addison ' s entire training was a cademic and 

humanistic . He steeped h ims elf in t h e pures t culture of 

antiquity , wh ich prov ided a ph ilosophy of life t hat served 

him both as a model for h is own and as e, measure for the 

life of the times . Steele, on t he other hand , lef t s choo l 

without his degree , and led a vag rant lif e for a time . He 

wrote treatises and comedi es while he served as a sold ier 

and 11 searched for the philosopher ts stone . 11 nHis temper was 

sweet , his a ffections warm , h is spirits lively , his pas­

sions strong , a.nd h is principles weak . His lif e was spent 

i n sinning and repent ing ; in i nculcat i ng what was right . 
2 

e.ncl. doing what was wrong . 11 

2 J . B.Macaul ay , Essa.z. on Addiso n and ]Hilton, (Ginn 
and Company , Boston , 18'§'8.l, j;)-:- 48 , 
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Al though the d ifference b etween Addison, the h uman­

ist, and Steele , the sentimentalist, wa.s ver·y great , they 

worked together without friction. It might be said that 

one was complement to the other; the qualities one lacked 

were supplied by t h e ot:her. 1Jore important sti.11, bo t h of 

these essayists, journalists, statesmen, moralists, and 

critics of manners possessed keen insight into human char­

acter , and genius for presenting effectively the lessons 

they wished to inculcate. 

It is probable that when Addison sent his first con­

tribution to the newlv-discovered editor or the Tatler, he 
~ --

had no idea of· the extent c;.nd variety of h is own IJOWers. 

He was t h e 11possessor of a vast mine, rich in a hundred 

ores 11 , says 15acaule.y . Few men have marked su,ch s i gnal ad­

vance in the two fields of literature and social reform. 

His choice and arrangement of words alone is sufficient to 

make his essays classical. He successfully combined t he 

best of the var ious trends in the literary style of the 

pe:ri od. With t he wis dom that many years of study, travel, 

and public service had given him,, .Addison was well prepa red 

for his se lf-imposed task of teaching the classical idea ls 

of e, wel l-ordered and balanced life. :Macaulay saysA 11 As an 

observer of life, of manner s, of all shades of huma ·1 cha r­

acter , h e stands in the first class.» 
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He had the gif t of useeing hum.a n be i ngs into existence 11 

and of making them exh i bit themselves to de lighted readers. 

Only Cervantes and Shakespeare excelled Addiso n i n char a c­

teriza tion . In t h e world of social affai rs h e marked the 

admirable fusion of Cavalier el ements with t h e new strength 

and vigor of t h e middle classes . 

A br ief summary of t he var ious socializing factors 

discusse d in this chapt er will lea ve no doubt that Addi ­

son ' s influence in t he movement toward social reform was 

very great . Political ~ economic, and so cial for ces orig i­

nating in the seventeenth cent ury a nd steadily advanci ng 

during the l a tter part of t h e century made i nevitable the 

revolutionary changes in t he social sys t em of the early 

decades of the eighteenth century. Ideal cond itions f or 

reform resulted: t he need. a nd desire for reform existed; 

the ideal literary medium for reaching a l arge pub lic was 

at hand; and most important of a ll, t h e man bes t fitted by 

nature and training direct ed the mo vement. 



C llll l"_[' EH I I I 

l'lDDISuN 1 3 ESSAYS 'l'u'.i1\.RD J,I uR11L HEF'uill:i 

.11 thoush Addi son' s first essay s vn rr.c rals and 

i:1anners were uf a n experimental nature , they h elped him 

tu furnulate a definite prugram fur sucial refurm. His 

essays fall intu t ·,10 main classes ac cording tv theme : 

thuse uf purely mvr a l nature , which deal v:ith "subjects 

that never va r y , but are fur ever fi.xt and i rrnnutable 11 ; 

and t hu se 11 t hat t ake their rise fru111 the fully, extrava-

gance , and capr ice uf t h e present age . " Addisun rea lized 

that the fullies and absurdi ties which char a cterized the 

sucia.l life uf t h e periud were "only indicatiuns of vice, 

nut criri1inal in t h emselves . rr His purpvse wa s tu enter 

intv the pas siuns uf mankind an::1 tu cvrr e ct t h e depraved 

sentime nts which were t h e source uf the evils t hat 

existed in manners a nd dress . 11:b;x t inguish vanity in the 

mind , and y ou naturally retrench the little s uperflu ities 

of garniture and equipag e . Th e b lussums will fall of 

themselves when t h e ruut t hat nuurish es t h em is destruyed . Hl 

1spectatur , No . 1 6 , Vul . I , p . 75 . 
All references to ddisun 1 s or Steele's p eriudica l wr i ting s 
are to The Bri tish Essayists, 45 vulumes . (David sun , Lo .. 1-

bard Street , London , 1817 . ) 



Most of Addison ' s more serious essays are criti­

cisms of human nature in its broadest sense . In others 

he e:nphBsized those aspects of morality with whi ch con­

temporary Jife was chiefly concerned . Even though his . 

essays in this group seem full of self- evident truths, 

one need only refer to the history of culture to realize 

the progreis that has been made in man ' s morals since the 

time in wllich Addis on lived . The importance of his 

teachings can hardly be judged in the light of present day 

standards . In evaluating their worth, consideration must 

be gi ven to the conditions peculiar to the age . Addison ' s 

rending public consisted largely of tV✓o classes: the 

aristocrats , most of whom upheld improper ideals of life, 

and the middle classes who lacked standards for judging 

the values of life . 

The great nmnber of Addison ' s moral essays g ives 

ample evidence of his sincerity in his avowed task "to 

morali?.e refinement and to refine mor ality; to recommend 

truth, innocence, honesty, and virtue as the chief orna­

ments of life . 11 The increasing seriousness in tone and 

theme of Addison ' s essays a nd the simultaneous ~rowth in 

popularity of the Spectator lead to the assu mption that 

his efforts toward moral and social reform were attended 

with a measure of su ccess . In a day when laxity of 
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PY'in cip le was expe cted of public chA.racters, Addison re ­

tained the reverence of all men. Raised to political 

power by skill in writing, he added to his literary talents 

aJ l the influence arising from character; and t he world was 

forced to admi t that one man at least was able to resist 

the t emptations of success., to adhere to his principles and 

ideals as a: Christian and a gentl eman . From on e whose 11 zeal 

WB s tempered by a regard for truth , hurnani ty , a nd social 

decorum,u who knew how to "use ridi cule without abusing it, 

who without inflicting a wound, effected a great social 
2 

reform, who reconciled wit and virtue, " and who demanded of 

himself e ven higher ~tandnrds than thos e he exacted of 

others , it is possible to accept e ven sermoni zing without 

grurnbling . Macaulay attributes Addison ' s effectiveness as 

a reformer to the peculiar charm of his satir e . Unlike the 

broad wit of Voltaire or the wit of Swift which preserves 

a gravity, or sourness, of aspect while utt ering t he most 

ludicrous of fancies, Addison ' s humor is that of a e;entle­

man whose quick sense of the ridiculous is tempered by good 

nature and g ood breeding . Even in his merriment there is 

grace and moral purity . It shines on the victim like a 

"ray of sunshine " a nd leaves him the better for it, cleansed 

2 . . 
Me caulay, "Essay on Addison, 11 p . 169 . 
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and refreshed, not dazzled and shamed as by 11 fl ashes of 

Swift ' s lightning . rr 

At a time when political differences had engrossed 

thB whole nation, the non-partisan policy of the Tatler 

and the Spectator won the attention of a11 classes . The 

religious and moral essays, as welJ as those on social 

customs and mannerR , written in a didactic yet p1easing 

style, appealed to every moderate, fair-minded person . 

Many people had grown tired of the bitter po1itic8.l dis ­

putes and had become interested in efforts toward improving 

community morals . However, all classes of readers desired 

entertairLnent . Al though virtue was scorned as the attri­

bute of the cold., formal J:uritan,. and vice crowned with 

garlands and associated with genius, Addison provided 

entertainment which was morally pure . After the profligate 

days of the Restoration, he shifted the score, made vice 

ridiculous, made virtue and decency log ical and i~telligent, 

and so revolutionized literature and set the tone for 

coming generations . His wide sympathies enabled him to 

reafh every class -- men of fashion and fine la.dies, who 

listened to the Spectator ' s severe censor ship of their 

sins; the Dissenter whose narrow views were kindly ridi­

culed ; the country gentleman, who set an example for his 

community . All listened respectfully, for the preacher 
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was not narrow-minded and unfeel ing , but wise, kind, a nd 

just . 

Before considering those traits of character which 

he deemed essential to attain any degree of satisfaction 

and happiness in life, Addison set about correcting the 

false ideals as represented in the life and character of a 

11 e;entleman .·" In his definition of a true gentleman he 

placed morality at the head of the list of necessary vir ­

tues . In his religious papers, whi ch usually app eared on 

Saturday as a fitting prelude to Sunday ' s devotion, he 

discussed moral ity and faith as the two divisions of 

r elig ion . Of the two he found morality to be of greater 

importance infidelity being less malignant in nature 

than i mmorality . "There may be salvation, 11 he said, 11 for 
3 

the virtuous infidel, but none for the vicious believer." 

(Here as elsewhere, Addison is untiring in his attack on 

pious hypocrisy and bigotry . ) However, the two elements 

of religion are complementary, and faith is necessary to 

carry morality to higher levels , to furnish it new and 

stronger motives, to make love possible and "moral ity 

effectual to salvation. " 

Spectator. No . 459 , vo l . VIII p . 29 . 
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Morality alone does not constitute a gentleman . Not 

only must he be qualified for the 11 services and good II but 

also for the ornament and delight, of society . The standard 

set down a lmost demands perfection . In addition to a mind 

gra ced with dignity and elevation of spirit, a clear under ­

standing, reas on free from prejudice, steady judgment, 

extensive knowl edge , and a heart full of tenderness and 

benevolence, the gentleman must possess manners "modest 

wi thout bashfulness, frank and affable without i mpertinence., 

oblig ing and complaisant without servility, cheerful and 

good-humored without noise . " 

Although the essayist included pol i te education and 

correct attire as attributes which a g entleman should have, 

he was scornful of current standards which raised anyone 

above the vulgar level who was possessed with such accom­

plishments as a 11 nimble pair of heels , a smooth complexion, 

or an embroidered suit, 11 and was more concerned for "wit 

and sense than honesty and virtue . " With justice the 

Spectator charged the people of England, rras polite a nation 
4 

as any in the world, 11 with allowing the affectation of 

being 11 g ay and in fashion to eat up good sense and religion . " 

Addison had a new messag e that a man might be pure and 

virtuous without being a ''stiff- necked Puritan," and might 

4 --i-- ,,..,. ·-

Spectator, No . 6, Vol . I, p . 31 . 
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lj_ve a. life based on reason and good sense without being a 

social outcast . His work was to destroy false and negative 

ideals , the chief weakness of the age, and to replace them 

with true ones . In short , to be a fine gentleman is to be 

a generous and a brave man a man both learned and g ood-

natured . The new ideal was a fusion of the best of the two 

elements of English society - - Puritan and Cavalier . 

Virtue had hi therto been discussed only as a duty 

and a mean s of making for happiness in the hereafter, but 

Addison considered it "no farther than as it is in itself 
5 

of an amiable nature . " Calmly, logicalJ.y, and with the 

support of the ancierit Stoics in their idealization of a 

virtuous mind in a fair body, Addison makes virtue 

requisit e for human happiness . '110 be virtuous one must 

possess such chara cteristics -- advantage ous alike to owner 

and observer -- as temperance and abstinence, faith and 

devotion, justice , charity , and munificence . 'rhese virtues 

make a man popular and beloved, though he have other serious 

defects of character . But the "two great ornaments of 

virtue" are cheerfulness and good-nature . 

These generally go together, as a man cannot be 

5 . . ~ 

EJ?8£:t~~~r. ~ No . 243 , Vol . IV, p . 226 . 

·r 
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a greeable tu uthers whu is not easy within himself . Th ey 
are both very requisite in a virtuuu.s mind , to keep out 
melanch uly frum t h e man y ser iou s thoughts it is engaged in, 
and to h inder its natural ha~red of vice frum souring into 
severity and censoriuu sness . 

A virtue which is indispensable for attaining 

happine ss is mudesty . Addison says , 11Mere b a shfulness 

vlithout merit is awkward; and merit wit hout modesty insolent; 

but mudest merit has a double cl aim tu a cceptance . 117 

Exceed ingl y dangerous , in that it is so prevalent , is· that 

pul iteness whi ch 11 recorrunends i mpudence a s g ood- breeding " 

and k eeps a man in countenance nut because h e is inn ucent , 

but because h e is shameless . By the side of true m0de sty 

Addison places a p i cture 0f f al se mudesty which is g overned 

nut by rules of right and wrung , but by that must perniciuus 

of rules -- what is fashi0nable . ( Unfortunately t he man 

wh..., is restrained from 11 doing what is good and l au dable 11 

and led to do. things indiscreet or e v en i gnoble by h is 

a ssociates ' o p iniun is nut confined tu Addison ' s day . ) 

Characteristically , Addison associa ted p iety wi t h 

cheerfulness , counting both imp or t ant virtues of humanity . 

The a ssuciatiun of the t wo must have been welcomed i n a 

day when the p vssessiun u f a melanch uly and sober s pir it 

6 
Spectat or, lw , 243 , Vol . I V, p . 228 

7~ . , No . 231, Vol . IV , p . 170 



44 

was extolled as the only passport to heaven . Addison dis ­

cus ses all atti tudes and behavivr as habits of mind or 

body which become dearer as they becume more familiar . He 

shuws hvw ridi culou s it is to establish habits uf sin , lust 

and vice v1hi ch lead inevitably tu e t ernal damnatiun, when 

virtue , mor.nlity , and p iety are mu ch more p leasant . Going 

further , h e ing eniously argues t hat dtU'ing uur li~es we 

are conditi oned ei t her fur h e a ven or hell . As h e .. interpret s 

heaven, it is n o t the revrar•d but t h e natural e ffect of a 

relie ious life in which the s e eds of s pir itual joys and re ­

flectiun have been planted , while pain and misery are the 

only possible results of a n aversiun to al 1 t hat is g ood . 8 

Addison shows h is reader tha t far from being a vice, 

cheerfulnes s is a vir tue approved by Gud , and then proceed s 

tu pr vve that che erfulness , or "that evenness and tran­

qui lity of mind whi ch is the heal th of the soultr -- not to 

be cvnfused with wantvn mirth - - is a necessary a ccompani ­

mertt or a natura l effect uf virtue that can be destroyed 

only by the sense of guiJ.t of one whu lives in a st a te of 

vice or in atheism . Ev i dently one apprehensive either of 

turment or annihilation - - trof being miserable or of n o t 

being at all 11 - - c a n scarcely live in g ood humvr . 9 To be 

8 
Specta tur , No . 447 , Vol . VII , p . 29 6 . ~--' ~ ., No . 381 , 38 7 , Vol . VII 
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cheerful, therefore, one has only to live virtuously and 

to believe in and be grateful for a benevolent God . The 

result naturally will be the love and admiration of others, 

so that a third factor enters to increase the original 

cheerfulness, for the cheerful person grows healthy, attrac­

tive, and char,ning . 

Good.-nature, which is 11more agreeable in conversation 

than wit" and gives an "air to the countenance more amiable 

than beauty," is a virtue tha t is born with us rather than 

acquired . It is good-nature, or its closest substitute, 

good-breeding , which makes possible all society a nd c onver­

sation . It is expressed in an "ai'fability, complaisance, 

and easiness of temper . " But as with other things , there 

are classes or degrees of good- nature, and that which is a 

temporary matter depending upon one ' s digestion or circula ­

tory system does not demand the respect of that which is 

an "irradiat ion of the mind . " Every reader mus t see the 

absurdity in a world already subject to pains and sorrows 

innumerable of "adding grief to grief and aggravating the 
10 

common cal amity by our cruel treatment of one another . " 

Addison continues: 

10 
Spectator. NO• 169, Vol . III, p . 177 . 
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1 Half the misery of hwnan life mi ght be e x tinguished , 
would men alleviate the g eneral curse they be under, by 
mutual uffices of c umpassiun , benevulence , and humanity . 
There i s nuthing the1~efure t hi ch we ought mure tu encuurag e 
in ourselv~s a nd others , t han that disposition uf mind 
whi ch in uur language g ues under t h e title of g uud- nature . 11 

The converse of the maxi m that happiness is the 

natural result of virtue -- namely , t hat unhappiness follovrn 

upun vice -- is appr oa ched by Addi sun with e qual t a ct and 

understanding . His tea ching , though didactic , is not pain­

ful; f or he never despairs of mankind ' s abi lity tu cunquer 

its own defects . The Sp ectator doe s nut shake a finger uf 

hupeless scurn , but points t he way to a simpler and purer 

life . In the parable of Menippus 1 visit tu h e a ven and the 

trap -duur thruugh whi ch the const a nt clamur of wild , 

selfi s h prayers bea t upon the ears of tired Jove , the 

appli ca tiun is obvious . But far frum t hruwing up his hands 

in despa5.r a t the vanity of hUJ11an wishes , Addison a ccepts 

human frailty and suggests that one way to k eep the f ul ly 

and extra vagance uf men I s desires with in bound s is by set ­

furrns uf prayer •12 

Addison , who II stoop ed to the level u f must men, 11 vrn.s 

far frvm being self-effacing ; a nd h is rise to pulitical and 

! !spect a tvr , No . 169 , Vol . II I , _ p . 176 . 
~ , No . 391 , Vol . VII, _ y . 5i . 
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literary suceess i mplies that h e was not withuut wvrldly 

ambition . It is nut a vice within itself . His philvsophy 

is best expressed in the follv wing passage: 

Though it be true that we ca n have nvthi ng in us 
that ought Ou raise our vanity , yet a cons ciuusnes s uf our 
own merit may be somtime s laudable . The folly the,refure 
lies h e r e: we ar e ap t to pride ourselves in wurth less , or , 
perhaps , s hameful thing s; ·and on the uther hand cvunt that 
disgra ceful whi ch is our truest g lury ..• What I would 
observe is this , that we ought tv value uur se lves upun 
thuse things only which superiur b eing s t h ink va l uable , since 
that is th13only way for us nut tu sink in uur own esteem 
hereafter . ~ 

Ambitiun , indeed, is a fund ament a l inst i nct i n1planted 

in our natures as an Hadded incentive in vir t uous e x cel lence; fl 

needed tu stir t h e soul of a "remiss and sedentary nature , 11 

and if prop erly directed, if it b e a desire for merit rather 

t han for grandeur, a wish tu be wvrthy r a t h er t han remark ­

able , amb itiun is a virtue , nut a vice . Man is mar k e d by 

nature wi t h a desire for glory . It may b e a wurthy i mpulse 

whi ch leads him tu strive fur distinction and superivr 

ex cellence; it may al so r a ise a secret tumult , inflame t he 

mind, and pu t it in.tu a viulent hurry of t h vught - - in a 

s e a rch after an empt y i maginary g vod . 14The absurdi t y of 

13 
Spectatvr , No . 621 , Vol . X, pp . 228- 230 
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franti cally s0ught baubles designed t advertise success , 

such as glaringly extravagant apparel and expensive equipage , 

is obvious.to all . Addison uses a death- b ed scene to 

illustrate the empty vanity of titles . There is something 

gr i mly ironic ab6ut a 11 poor dispirited sinner ' s trembling 

under the apprehensivns of the state he is ent ering on" a nd 

be ing addressed 11 under the title of Highne ss or Excellency . 11 1 5 

Titles at su ch a time l ook tather l ike insults and mvckery 

than re s pect . 

In hi s calm and serene manner , Addison, who did not 

"knvw what i t is to be melancholy , 11 could "view nature in 

her deep and s ol emn scenes wit h t he s rune pleasure as in her 

mvst gay a".ld delightful ones • 11 He f ound that wa ndering 

through the g loom of Westmini ster Abbey and looking at the 

tombs and e ];) it aphs of t h e great wa s an excellent way to 

check amb i tion a nd envy . 

When I see kings lying by t hose who depos e d them , 
when I cons i der rival wits place d side by side, or the 
holy men that d ivided the wvrld wi th their cunt ests and 
disput es , I r elect with sor row and astvnisbrne nt on the 16 
little competitivns , factHms , and debates of mankind . 

Much may be lea rned of a man from his thoughts in 

15 Spe ctator, No . 219 , Vol . IV , . p . 115 . 
16Ibid, No . 26 , Vvl . I , : p . 1 22. 
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the presence of death, and it is interesting to note 

Steele ' s reflections under similar circumstances . His 

thoughts , ~entimentalist that he was, did not share the 

chaste and cl ass ical restraint of Addison ' s, although with 

Addison he found it a 11 pleasing enterta inment to recollect 

in a gloomy moment the many who have g one before out of 

this life . 11 Instead of reflecting on the futility of grief 

for the departed when in a short time the mourner too will 

follow, Steele groans over the untimely death of the young 

and innocent, the "humble, the undiscerning, and the 
17 

thoughtless . " 

Although impressed by the vanity of human desire., 

Addison, perhaps because he himself did not shun fame., jus­

tifies desire for fame as an i mpetus, necessary in a world 

in which few men are moved by a genu ne and virtuous desire 

to promote the interests of mankind, to the invention and 

development of the arts, to the writing of books, and to 
18 

t he conquest and civilization of nations . It does not 

denote great ness in the mind of men thnt he mus t be a ctu­

ated in his endeavors by so selfish a motive as personal 

clory . It is strange that man subjects himself to the 

l'l 
Tatle_r, .N.o . 18 , Vol . IV, p . 190 . 

18 
Spectat or, .N o . 255, Vol . V, p . 6 . 
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u2ceedingly painful process whereby fame is acquired when 

it is as easily l o st as it is difficult t u acquire; f or 

hwnan natur~, t o take a more cyni cal view than Addis on 

usually ·, a o es, jealously resists and resents the success o f 

others . Ad.mirat..:.o.n b :r· ought by fame is at best a short - lived 

passion. More over, the far ous personage is rarely happy, 

but more often the victim o f uneasiness and dissatisfacti on . 

But more vital than the difficulties involved in ga ining 

and retaining fame, o r the lack o f true pleasure it pro­

vides, is that it hinders us from obtaining an end whi ch 

is accompanied with ful lness of satisfaction -- 11 t ha t 
19 

hapviness which is reserved f or us in ano ther world ." 

In discussing the various vices 8nd virtues t o which 

humanity is pro ne, .Addis on repeatedly refers to hypocrisy, 

a vice of which ,he WHR never guil ty . In severaJ instances 

he tells of the different types o f h ypo crites, from the 

modish variety that endeavors t o appear more vici ous than 

he is, fearing all display o f since r e emo tion, relig ious 

or otherwise, and p o sing as a wicked, amor ous gallant, t o 

the type who covers a mult itude o f sins unde r a face o f 

sanctitv and con sp icuous piety . Either species is d~spic-

1\::1 
Spectator 1 No. 257, Vci l . V, p . 16 . 
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able; but the most preval ent a nd most pernicious kind of 

hypucrisy is tha t which cunceals a man ' s own heart fr om 

himself a nd causes him t o believe even his vices t o be 

virtues - - a nd "n o vices are s o incurable as tho s e which 

men are apt t o gl ory in . " Self-deception is perhaps the 

c vm.rnonest o f all weaknes ses . In finding out one ' s secret 

faults and in mnki n g a true est imat e o f himself, one must 

cvnsider we lJ the charhctcr that he bears among his enemi e s . 

Friends can n ot be entirely relied up vn, f or often they 

fl a tter or d o n ot see one ' s faults . After carefullr 

evRluat in3 the vari uus opini ons, one shuuld diligently 
20 

11 exarn.ine all the d a rk recesses of the mind . " 

1l1here are surrows and truuble in the wurld; hypucrisy 

ab uunds; men ar e s elf- interested and v ain; and the gr Hve 

awaits us all . After depicting all the dang ers and evil s 

at tending men ' s passi uns, the Spectat or presents anoth er 

side of the pictur e -- the beauties ana comfort o f friends hip , 

l ove, and marriage . To cumpensate f ur the griefs, the 

terrurs, and the l oneliness of this life, to heal the 

11 • d . h pains an anguis which natural ly clea ve t o one ' s existence 

in this world , 11 is friendship, w.bi ch 11 i mpr oves happiness 

20 
Spectator , No. 399, Vo l . VII, p . 83 . 
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and abat e s misery , by t h e doubling uf uur juy and dividing 

of our grief . 11 Here a g ain Addison p uints the way tu vir­

t u e, the mu s t sensible uf a ttributes, fur "a virtuuus man 

s haJ.l as a b lessing meet with a friend wh u is as virtuuus 

as h i ms elf . 11 21 Citing Hora ce and Epictetus a s his suurces, 

.Addi s on l ists the qu alities which are e ssential fur 

gaining and huldi ng f riends: fi r st, const a ncy or fa ith ful ­

nes s, then vir t u e , knuwledg e , discretion, e q u a lity in aee 

and f or t une, and plea s antness of temper . To these Addison 

hims elf adds evenness vf b eha vior, a n i nestima ble virtue 

in the eyes o f this mur a list , whu wa s a cl a ssicist buth i n 

a r t and i n life . Add ison su.ms up t h e value of friends h i p 

i n hi s st a t eme n t t hat it is a Gvd - g iven g ift tu humanity 

tu mak e l i fe endurable and it is nut tu be t aken ca s ually 

but nvurish ed a n d cherish ed by its fortunate p ussessur . 

Addison, whu regarded friends h i p so seriuusly , c un­

sider e d t he gr e ater pas si un of luve with a serivusness 

appr va ch i ng a vrn . It wa s an a g e when such i nstitu tivns as 

marriag e and t he h 1;1me were regarded with scvrn b y wvrldly 

young men , whu " a voided t h e tr ammels of matrirnv ny 11 as 

need le ss expense a nd res p unsibility . Reca lling t h e 

21 
Spectatur , No . 68 , Vvl . II . pp . 34- 35 
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teachings of h is k ind, learned father a nd the beauty of h is 

childhuud h ume, Addi son attempted tu invest marriRg e with 

the sacredness tha t shvuld pruperly attend it . He advises 

prO'lunged cuurtships, the 0 plea santest part uf man r s 

life," whereby the luver is "habitua ted tu a fundness of 

the per son loved . 11 In discus sing the chvice uf a mate, 

Addi son nut unly stresses the qualities uf character 

essential for successful marriage , but alsu wonders at t h e 

di sregard vf t h use ·qualities which inevitably result in 

unhappiness . 

Goud- nature and evenness uf temper will give yuu an 
easy companiun for life; virtue and g oud sense, an agreeable 
friend; love and constancy , a g uod wife or husband . Where 
we meet one p erson with all these accumplishments, we find 
an hundr ed with uut any one uf them ...• It is one uf the 
must unaccuuntable pass iuns of human nature, that we are at 
greater pains tu appear e a s y and happy tu uthers, than really 
tu make vurselves so . vf all disparities , that in humuur 
rrakes the mvst unhappy marriages, yet scar c e enters intu our 
t h uughts at the cuntra cting of them. 22 

What a shuck it must have been tv t h e Lo ndun beau, 

pr iding h i mself on t h e deli c a cy of h is passion, tu be tuld 

by t h e Spectatur that h e should be 11 inquisitive and d iscerning 

in the faults of the person beluved" before marriage i Even 

22 
Spect a tur, No . 261 , Vol . V, p . 36 . 
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the sentimental Steele agreed wi th Addis on by declaring 

that 11 unhappy marriage conditions" are more uften than n ut 

the r esult uf a theatrical, r omantic c ourtship in which 

· imaginations are "raised t o what is n ot t u be expected in 
23 

human life . 11 Here, as throughout the papers, the Spectat ..,r 

worked t u establish genuine ideals . 

Buth Addis on and Steele devel op ideals of conjugal 

fidelity as the bulwark u f a happy h ume, and dwell up un the 

natural beauties and. attractions o f c onjugal l uve . They 

admit that thr uugh blundering or wilful refusal t o appear 

in as amiabl e a manner at h ome as abroad the married state 

may be the unhappiest in life . On the other hand, they 

point out that with affecti on, understanding, and g ood­

nature it may be the 11 c ompl eatest image of heaven we are 
24 

capable uf receiving in this life . " The Spectat ur 

repeatedly declares that Ha mind ought t o be .free from 

the apprehensi on o f want and pover t y before it can fully 

attend t o all the s oftness and endearments of the passiun 

of l ove . u Wealth is certainly n o t the source u f l ove nor 

the only thing necessary t o make a successful marriage; f ur 

"nothing but the g ood qualities tJ f the person beloved can 

23 
Spectator, No . 479, Vol . VIII, p . 124 . 
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be the foundatiun f or true l ove . " Lasting happiness may 

result only fr um virtue , wisdom, good- humor , a nd a simili­

tude of manners . If husband and wife have based t he ir 

choice of ea ch ot h er on due considerati un of such virtues , 

if they continue to respect and cherish e a ch ~ther after 

marr i age, their h app iness is pra ctica lly assu:r ed; and if 

their uniun is blessed wi t h children, the h vme will be the 

scene uf t he idyllic p e a ce and happiness which the soft ­

hearted Steele ad..'llired and dreamed of . Addis on is mvre 

restrained, but not less cert a i n , in his decl arati on of 

the rewards which cvme t o the happily married person . 

Marriag e e nl arges t he scene of our happiness and 
miseries . A marr iag e of luve is pleasant; a marriage vf 
interest easy; and a marriage where buth meet , happy . A 
happy marriag e has in it all the pleasure s of friendship , 
all the enjuyments of sense and reasun , and indeed, all 
the sweet s vf life . No t h ing is a greater mark uf a degen­
erate and vi ciuus age , t han the cvmmun ridicule whi ch passes 
on this sta te uf life . It is , indeed, only happy in t h use 
whu ca n luuk d own wi t h s cvrn and neglect vn the impieties 
uf the times , and tread the pat h s~~ life tugether i n a 
cunstant unifurm cuurse uf virtue . ✓ , 

Addi son had attempted tu inculcate t h e true prin­

ciple s upun whi ch happ iness and fulfillme nt in life are 

based by s h uwing t h e results of the v irtues and vices 

inherent wi t hin hu.man nature and by dep i c ting the attractivn s 

25 
Spectatur , Nu . 261 , .Vol . V, p . 37 . 
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"nd ren·.., r d s of love and ma rr i ag e . Hovrev- er , he re :1 li z e c1 tlw .. t 

no l ant i~c impressi on cou l d be mad e i n the mor a l life of the 

J,,,; e unt i l ::.-el i g ious an d educa t i onal s t irnda r d s were 1~c for:m ed • 

. ~e lic_:: ion i n the ea r ly eighteentl1 century vn,.s 5.n D, 

very low· st.'.',t e . Refer enc e hc~ S already been ma de t o the c ur rent 

hyp ocr isy nhich to ok the f orm of c on ceali ng what ever religious 

dev otion e::isted unde r a pret end ed d is sipation or o f cloo.k­

j_nc v ice ucn e::.t h an a s surned s a.n c t i ty and p i ety . T>e j p1 0 :Jle 

yc sition of the Chu rch, the ~ ~nbo l of re l i g ion , c nn bes t 

be j ~dg ed by t h e tr ea t ment of its c l e rgy . They had lit t le 

fr eedom o.nd vrer e oppre ssed by a d ep enden c e e i t h er on so2n e 

vre a lt hy 2:12.:.1 •Jho had the priv i l eg e of b e s t owi ng the !llivinc; stt 

of ,s, pe,r i s l: oi~ on a rli ament , wl1i ch bad con t rol over Ct)) Oin t ­

m ent s to many h i gh ecclesia s t ica l p osition s. P eo ple i n 

high so ci2 l ~)o s i t ion g r a nted s can t re spec t to t h e cl e::.'c;y-

men who were not a b le t o d emand mor e , ev en t h ough t h ey uere 

often intelli g ent and cultured men . Addison , i ndi3n~nt a t 

such tre:".t::nent , s evere ly c ri tici zes a cust om which pL~.c e s 

men of vrort :.1 and ab ility· i n the same cla ss with servc.nts . =~is 

c ondemn a t ion i s expressed i n the f oll owi ng passag e: 

I 1:n orr n ot which to cen sure, the patron , or t h e c ha1) ­
l a i n , t h e inso len ce of p ower , or t h e abjectn e s s of c_e-oe:: ­
d en ce . For my O¥m part , I have of ten bl ushe d to see a 
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gent leman, whcm I knew to have much meire wit and lea rning 
than my self, and whu wa s bred up wi th me at the university 
upun the same fuot of a liberal educa t i on , trea ted in such 
an i:;noin:Lniuus manner, and sunk beneath t hose of h is own 
rank , by(:_re ns un of that character which ought tG bring him 
h unour . :G) 

In t h e Cvuntry there was sometimes a ctual an t agonism 

bet',rn en the par s en and the s quire tr who , 11 writ es I: dd is on, 

"are often in a state uf warfare -- the parso n preaching 

a t the s quire , and t he squire never cuming to church . " 27 · 

Under such c ircumst u.n ce s one could hardl y e x pe c t much 

religiuus fee l ing to exi st among the ordinary p evple . 

But ',litll the comin6 of peace and prvsperity , t he 

self- assertive middle classes desired a more J.. . 
S0.LlS -

factury religiuus life • . ddison and Steele , realizing the 

i mpurt ance of spiri t ual ideal s, s e t a.bout restorlng , or 

creating , a true conception uf religi on . It was a religion 

vrhich II cunsu l ted the harmuny and urder uf the gre a t cumrnuni -

ty . 11 It met t h e needs of mur a l re0u l a rity , i dealism, and 

feeling , and ab uve all , e xpelled t h e g loom that had h ith ertu 

sh1°ouded all m2.t ters of the spirit and ·:titb a sq)er:( ici c-,l ly 

26 
Tat l er , Nu . 255 , Vol . V, p . 207 

27 
Spect a t ur , No . 112 , Vul . II , p . 237 . 
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lmpu sed, mournful piety a nd a n a rruw, fan a tica l z eal . The 

Sp e ct ~: t or h ad a lre 1::-,dy de f ined pie t y as an attractive virtue 

which i s e s senti a l f o r huma n hapl,) iness; then he s et f urth a 

g u spel uf p e a ce and g o o j- will as a pr a ctical religi o n f or 

the a verag e man . 'l1his new r e ligion was a comfortable one 

r es ting s ecurely on firm faith in the 11 justice, goodness, 
28 

wi s dom, a nd veracity" of the Supreme Being . 

But in Add ison ' s mind, humanist and academicia n tha t 

he was , educatiun w s up 1Jermo st . Addison decl a res in his 

Specta tur, no. 21 5, 11 1 ·consider a human s oul without edu-
t ---

ca tion lik e marble in the quarry, which shews none o f its 

inherent beauties, till the ~kill o f the polisher fetches 

out the c o lours, ma kes the surfa ce shine, and disco vers 

every ornamental cloud, sput, and vein . " In the same paper 

he considers it 11 an unspeakable blessing t o be b orn in 

t ho se parts of the world where knowledg e fl ourishes" 

is, in England of the eighteenth century . But in close 

t ha t 

accord with the general trend o f h is ideal, educati o n is n o t 

an end in itself. - - ( Here the c lassica l and humanistic 

aspe cts o f his chara cter seem t u fuse ), but a means f or 

drawing out the latent virtue in an innately n oble mind . 

28 
Spectat or , NO• 111, Vo l . II, p . 231 . 
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Unlike the late;r romanticists who wer e inspired by the 

demonstrations of n obility by s avages t o declaim against 

conventional ities o f civi lizati on, Addison considers t o 

what height's such a savage might be carried if "rightly 

cultivated . 11 He p ities the savage, who 11 denied that which 

we look upon as the proper means f or at t a ining it," is 
29 

"cut off from pr·ospects o f happiness in ano ther world . " 

Devo ted t o the study o f classical l it erature, Addison 

approved of the study o f Greek and Latin, which f ormed the 

maj or part of all schoo l work a t that time , but he depl ored 

the superficial uses f or which mo st ge ntl e men o f fashi on 

studied the li terature o f the ancients . In the cas e of the 

genuine scho l a r, Addis on voiced the c omplaint (famil i ar in 

the present day) tha t a liberal edu cation i s the only one 

that a p ulite natiun makes unpro fitable . The Spect a t or 

papers o n educat i on seem t o be c oncerned with the 

att itude t oward education and with the limitation of edu­

cational opportunities rather than radical refurm o f the 

sys tem . His complaint tha t t uu few were g iven educati unal 

advant ages was wel l fuunded . Addis o n especially depl ored 

the l ack of education amo ng women . This disregard f or their 

29 
Spectat or, ~o. 215, V ol . IV, p . 98 . 
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usefulness was indicative of the general attitude t o ward 

women during the period, and Addison has been accused of 

sharing it to the extent that he was condescending and 

contemptuous in his treatment o f their affairs . Whatever 

his opinion might be o f the sex, he repeatedly declares 

his respect f or their intellectual abilities and his belief 

in the importance uf their influence if they were pruperly 

educated . Another group wh ose education was usually neg­

lected wa s the cuuntry gentry . If the y oung squires went 

t o school or co l l ege at all, they frequently left before 

finishing the cour se, and on their return h ome sho wed 

li ttle benefit from their studies . Because o f their posi­

ti ons of influence as heirs of great estates, Addiso n 

lamented the casual manner in which they were educated . 

Addi s on f o llowed his discussions un educatio n8l 

ideals and c onditiun s with a series of essays on esthetic 

t as te . He believed that the devel opment o f appreciatio n 

for the best in literature and ar t was a phase of education 

which ctJuld accompl ish much in the mo vement toward refo rm . 

In his essays devoted to that faculty of the mind 

known as imag ination, Add ison reiter~tes the g entlema n ' s 

need of a classical education . He discusses the pleasures 

ava ilable t o a man o f "polite i mag ination" but closed t o -
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the vulgar, whu cannot, it seems, 11 converse with a picture 

or find an agreeable cumpanion in a statuert 30or derive any 

gr eat satisfactiun frvm the pruspect of fields and meadows . 

Both a muralist and humanist, Addison finds a purpuse even 

in the pleasures of the imag ination . Enjuying the great, 

one is prepared fur contempl.atiun of the Supreme Being . 

Pleasure in the nuvel encuurages the pursuit of knowledge 

and the search into the wonders of Creation . And abuve all , 

appreciatiun uf the beautiful challenges all that is nuble 

in hurnan nature . 

Addison ' s definitiun of taste is that it cvnsists 

of "the faculty of the soul which discvvers the beauties 

of an authvr with pleasure , and the i mperfections with 

dislike . ti Admitt ing that the faculty 11 must in sume degre e 

be burn with us , 11 he declares that the mu st natural methud 

fur develuping it is 11 tu be cunversant amvng the writings 

of the must pulite authurs . 11 vth er methuds cunsist in 

"conversation with men of a pvlite genius 11 and familiarity 

with the works uf the best cr it ics both ancient and mudern . 

Tast e tou , then , is barred to the ignurant . Conscientiuusly 

and with the purpuse uf rrba nishing vice and i gnurance uut 

30 
Spectator , No • . 411 , .Vol . VII, p . 1 32 



62 

of the territories uf Gre a t Britain, 11 Addison endeavored 

tu establish a taste for " p olite writing," for he believed 

appreciat ion of ancient literature cunstituted pruuf uf 

fine taste ~31 

Anuther i mprovement that Addisun endeavored tu 

a ccomplish in his refinement uf taste rel ated tu the appre ­

ciatiun of drama . He i mparts his nutiuns of cumedy, 11 that 

it may tend to its refinement and perfectiun, 11 and he de­

cl are s, " p erfect tragedy is the nublest production of human 

nature , c a pable uf g iving the mind une vf its must delight ­

f ul and i mprvving entert a inrnents;H but unfurtunately, he 

adds, "our English puets have succeeded better in t h e sty le 

than in the sentiment . " Comedy sh ould , as it did amvng t h e 

Gr e eks, recurnrnend the relig ivn, the e overnment , and the 

32 
public wursh ip uf t he cuuntry . n Bu t t h e English st age 

wa s nut under Athenian regulations and usually cumplied 

with the currupt taste uf the more viciuus part of the 

audience . 

A review of Addis un I s seriuu s essays , whether in 

the field uf morality , educa tiun, relig ion, or literature, 

wil l s h v v that h e carr ied out a definite program in h is 

31 
Spectator , Nu . 409, Vol VII, pp . 120- 125 . 

32Ibid, Nu . 446 , Vol . VII , pp . 288-29 2. 
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·wrk toward moral reform . First, he distinguished between 

true and false ideals v f life by showing thr .. t h appiness is 

bAsed on virtue a nd tha t only misery can result from unwor ­

thy passion s . Second, he described the a ttra ctions o f 

friendship, l ove, and marriag e which are the rewards o f a 

virtuous life, and finally, realizing the influence o f re­

ligion and education o n morals and manners, he p o inted out 

the evils in the religious practice s and educatio nal sys­

tem of the age , and · attempted t o inspire the spiritual and 

intellectual life of his readers by de~icting the comforts 

of a true religion and the satisfaction of a well - rounded 

education . 



CHAPTER IV 

/\DDI;.,O]J I S CRITICISM 01? SOCIAL CONDUCT Af-7]) IJAlTEEE-l.S 

There is , of course, no arbitrary d ivision betwe en 

the two g roups of essays into which Addison class ifies .. 1is 

writinGs on mo.ral an d social reform. The examin ation,in 

• t h e p reced L1g chapter , of the first g roup , which h e c a lls 

h is "more serious" es.says, has revealed his p h ilosophy of 

life t hrough his criticism of human nature . There f ore, it 

is not difficult to d etermine what his poli cy as a reformer 

·.vill be i n tbe second g roup , whi c h he terms b is "occa sional 

papers, t ha t tak e t h eir rise from t h e fol l y , ex t r av a gan ce, 

a n d c ap rice of t h e present age . 111 Naturally, t he l a tter 

g roup are more repr e senta tiv e of t h e sp irit an d t he a i ms of 

t h e perio d . I n h is treatment of c urrent social li fe , h i s 

knowledg e and judgment as a classici st and humanist and Lis 

k een insi ght proved a happy comb i nation. His evaluati ons 

o f life and sympathy for , and und erstanding of, t he f r ,il ti e s 

of hu:man n a ture gui d ed hi m i n his cons i d eration of tl:. e 

numerous pr oblems and perplexities of everyday life that 

1~ecta tor , No. 435 , Vol . VII, .p . 242. 
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had a risen in a changing soc ial system. Addison's criti­

cism of current fashions in dress and man ners was not a. 

condemnat i on of them as a wh ole -- his definition of t he 

term 11 g entleman" had included such requisites as modi 3h 

apparel and a cceptable manners -- but only as t h ey were 

"outwarcl 11 symbols of "inward" faults. Moral depravity and 

social evils a re so closely interrelated t hat Addison con­

s j_ dered t) ot h groups of essays -- t hose dealing with the 

deepest asp ects of morality or religion and those concerning 

the most trivial a f fe~tations in social conduct -- of equal 

importance in furth ering his prog ram for reform. That all 

his essays seemingly had equal appeal to a l a r ge read ing 

public is sur prising, but a fact which can he attrilJuted to 

his s k illful adaptation of style to theme . It is ev en more 

s ur pr ising trnt t he readers of t h e Tatler and Specta!Q~ , 

who were f r om a ll wa lks of life, did not show a decided 

preference f or t h ose es say s on soci a l conduct, since the se 

dealt with t he concrete and specific , while those on 

morality d ea lt with the abstract . 

Addison classified the evils of manners and d ress 

as "greater" evils and "lesser" evils. The first cla ss con ­

s isted of t h ose evils which were widely practised .and of 

serious nature ; the second group consisted of t hose ·which 
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harmful within th ems elves. However, Addison attributed 
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al l of th em to t hes e three causes: fal se. i d eals, i gnoran c e , 

and i dleness . 

On e of the "greater evils" which pervaded a ll cl ass es 

during the early part of t h e ei ghteent h cent ury was t h e 

bitter d is sensi on caus ed by religious and p ol it ica l pre ­

judices . Add ison considered t h is among the ch ief ant i-social 

forces with which t h e mov ement toward reform was co nfronted . 

~fo t on l y was it a g reat evil but it was a lso t he source of 

other seriou s vices which were co nnn only practised . Tha t 

h e re cognized t h e g r a vity of partisan s h ip is evident by 

h is d etermination to k eep t h e Tatler and the §Eectator 

f ree from a ll p olitical and reli g iou s enta nglements . In 

an ea rly nu.rnbe r of the .§~ta tor h e declared h is reasons 

for a policy of neutral ity : 

l iowever , a s I am v ery sensible my paper wou lci lose 
its whole effect, s h ou l d it r un out into t he ou trages of 
a party , I shall t ake ca re to k ee p clear of every t h ing 
whick lo oks t ba. t way . If I can an y way assuage priv<1.te 
inflamrnations, or al l ay public f erments, I shall apply 
my sel f to i t 'Ni th my utmost endeavors : bu t will n ever let 
my heart reproach me with ha.ving don e anyth ing tovra rds 
increas i nG th ose feuds and an i mosi t ies, that exti ngy.. ish 
relig ion , deface government , and make a nation mi serable. 2 

2 
S12e ctat or z ·No . 16, Vol . I, pp . 77 - 78. 
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Ev en the fa sh ionable world was d ivided i nt o two 

:p olitica l camp s . Lad ies of f a s h ion publicly declar ed 

t hemselves Whi g s or Tories by patches, popul a r fa cia l orna­

ments a t the time . Addison humoro usly describes the cust om 

as a "patc h war ." However, he s everel y cen s ures women fo r 

participating i n poli t ica l disputes. Instead of pr omot i ng 

the passions wh ich a r i se from pa rty rag e, women s houlc. us e 

the i r influen ce t oward a bolishing or , a t lea s t , t empe r ing 

them. Tb e s pirit of pass ion and prej ud ice in politics was 

even more viol ent i n t he co un t ry than i t wa s i n the city . 

The re , l)arty sp ir it colored every a spect of l i f e -- social 

and economi c, a s well as politica l. In Specta tor No . 126 , 

Add i son i llus tra tes the int ensity of political di ff er ences 

in t ~e country . A man who ha d moved into a rural communi ty 

was welcomed at f irst by his new nei ghbors, but when they 

l ear ned he wa s a Wh i g , he wa s completely ostra cized . 

Add i son pl a ces most of the r esponsibility f o,r th e 

cor r up t ion pr eva lent in public life upon intense pa rty 

s pirit . 11 A fu rious party sp irit , 11 h e s ays , "when it r ag; e s 

in its ful l violence , exerts itself i n civil war and 

bl ood shed ; and when it is under its greatest res t r aints 

natural l y break s ou t in false hood, d e.t'xactibn., , ca l umny-, , 
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and a p~rt 1a l administrati on of justice."3 

"Party lying 11 wa s one of the vices whic h resulted 

f rom party z ea l. It was so commonly practised arnon1_::; 

p oliticians "that a man is t h ought of no principles who 

d oes n ot pr opagate a cert a in system of lies 1 Th e co ffe e­

houses are supported by them, t h e press is chol~ed wit h 

them, eminent authors live upon them ." Add ison is of the 

op ini on that "ha lf the g rea t talkers in the nation would , 

be struck dumb were this fountain of discourse dr i ed up . 11 4 

He conclud es h is condemnation of the practice vv'it h t h e se 

rema r k s: 

I have f requently wondered to see men of p1·o b i ty , 
who wou l d. scorn t o utter a falsehood , for their ovm 1x1rt ic­
u l ar advttntage , g ive so readily into a lie, when it is 
b ecome U 1e vo ice of their faction , notwi thstand i nc they c.re 
thoroughly sensible of it a s such. How is it possible for 
t hose who ar e men of honour in ;heir persons , t hus to become 
no t orious liars in their party? 

Another evil resulting from "fu riou s par t y s pi rit" 

was the pr a ctice of sc a ndalizing and libelling public 

c harac ters. Numerous pamphl e ts, jo-i..i.rnals, and pap ers, 

7. 
0 Sp ec tet or, No. 125, Vol . I I, ·p. 2 97 
4,!]2id , lT o . _507 , Vol. VIII, ·:P• 250 
5 I b i d, ;p . 251 
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esp eci a lly t h ose that were su.pport ed by one of th e riva l 

parties , fea tured defamation of their p ol i ti cal ogJ on ent s . 

Tb is pr a c t ice of dealin g in perso nalities was so a bhorr en t 

in t h e eyes of Add ison tbat he protested repeatedly a c a i n st 

b itter pa r ~y prejud ices which not only "blinds one to 2.,ll 

bu.t t h e vices o f an opponent but a lso inspires one to 

b lack en h is c haracter and disgr a ce h im publicly . 11 He c on­

sid ered p oli t ica l leaders partly responsible for t h e 

wi d esprea d p r a cti ce of t h is evil . In attempting to further 

t h e interes ts of t h eir party , t h ey employed writers to 

lamp oon and s candalize their opp onents . Then , too, the 

cu stom of writ i n g a no nymously was quite common a t t h a t 

time . ,fa,ny writ ers publ i shed their work a nd await e d it s 

recep tion by t h e public before claiming a uthor s h ip . ?his 

p ractice na t u r a lly favored t h e abominable one of li be l a nd 

d efa:r110,ti on . At t h e beg i nning of t b e ~ectator , Ad d i son 

h ad bo l d l y d ecla red his intention of k eeping it fr e e f r om 

scandal, r; o s si p , a n d reference to personalities . 'J.' l: is 

k ind of vrri ting had be come so popu lar wi t h t be read i ng 

p ub lic tha t many writ ers ba d ga ine d we a l th an d e mi n enc e 

from i t . Addison wa s unusua lly severe in h is criticism 

of t l.o::, e 11 b l o ckhead s a bout t own entert a ini ng amb i t io u s 
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tLoughts of s etting up as pol ite aut h ors 116 and of U eir 

wri ting s . 

Our s e,tire is nothing but r i baldry , and bi ll i :n 6 s g2,t e . 
Scurrility :Jas s es for wit; a nd h e who c a n ca ll names L1 ";he 
g reat e st V,',riety of phras es, is look e d upon to bave t:~e 
shrewdest p en . By thi s means the h onour of families is 
ruined , th e h i g hest p osts a n d g reatest titles are rende red 
c b.eap ancl vile in the si ght of the pe op le, the no bles t 
virt u es and most exalted parts exposed to the contempt of 
the vicious G,nd the i g norant . 7 

.\.ddison d ecla res t ha t h e con sid ers the readers who 

enjoy r ead i ng a nd d ispersi ng such d etestable libels as 

gu:ll ty o,s t ::e writ ers . "For , if they do n o t wr i te suc h 

libel s t b emselves , it is because t h e y have n o t t h e t nlent 

of wr iting , or b e cause they will run no hazard . "8 Add i s on 

satirizes the love of scanda l by prin tin g a proposo,1 :from 

a n imar; ina ry reade r f or t h e esta bli s bmen t o f a n eWSJ.)ap er of 

whispers, wh i ch is a f ittin g name for a paper composed of 

"t lrnse pieces of ne ws t ba., t a re communic a ted as s ecre ts , a nd 

that b r i n g a d oubl e l)lea s u re t o the h earer; f i rst , as t h ey 

a re pr i vat e h istory, and in t h e next p l ace , a s t h ey J-.2,ve 

a l way s i n them a dash of scan da l." Two p ersons, eac h r epre-

senta t i ve of a species, will furni s h the news for t he pap er . 

6spec tator, No. 58 , Vol. If p . 27 0. 

71_b i 3:. ., No. 451 , Vol . VII, pp . 31 5 - 316 . 

8 I b i 3. ., No. 4 51, Vol. VII , p . 318 . 
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One is Pete r _!fus.f! , a habi t u e 01 t h e coffee - l1ouse, w}--; o ha s 

u sua lly l aun c h ed or ga t hered t h e secret s of t h e day by 

dinn er t i me, and the other is Lady Blast, who agrees to 

furnisb t h e pap er with the current gossi p of the tea- talJle . 

Her wh i sper nho, s suc h a particular malignity that it b l ights 

like an easterly wind, and with ers every reput a ti on tha t it 
9 

breat hes up on . " Addison conclude s h is criticism of t he 

evil of libel and s canda l by advoca ti".1.g g overnment inter ­

vention a s the only effective mean s of stam:pine; out ;:1, 

p r a cti c e wh ich was so prevalent and had suc h }1arri1ft,_1 r esults . 

A vi ce of less serious nature which ind irec tly g -.rew 

ou t of t l1e i n tense party sp irit that existed ainong ""11 

classes . v,ra s the ave r age Londoner ' s passion for news . 

Addison not on l y ridiculed the absurdity of this unquen c h--"J.ble 

t h irst fo r n ews b ut also revea l s the serious resul ts of a 

p r actice whic h led men to neglec t thei r busine ss i n 1mrsui t 

of i t • . Addison ' s ca r i cature of a man who is esr)e c ial l y 

int erested in po li ti cn l news is known as t he " po l itic.·,·_ l 

up holsterer . 11 A'.l t h oug h he bad a fam i l y to supr)ort, t L is 

man W:" s mu c h more conc erned a bo u t the welfare of t } ,c wor l d 

at l a r g e t h :m tha t of his own family . "He l ooked ex t remely 

9spec tator , No. 457 , Vol . VI II , pp . 21 - 24 
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tb i n i n ~~ deart b of news, and n ever enjoyed himself in a 

weste r l y wind . This indefatigable ki~d of life was t he 

r u i n of bis shop, for, a bout the time that h is favorite 

prince lef t t he crown of Poland , he broke and di s e.pp ea red . 11 

Severa l y ~a rs l a ter, Mr . Bickerst a ff ( the imag ina r y author 

of t h e paper) met the upholsterer in the Park . The man's 

appea r an ce b etrayed his extreme poverty, but he and his 

f riends were still busily concerned with the a ffa irs of the 

world . Mr . Bickersta ff joined the g roup --"pa r k - ben ch 

p olitician s" is bis name for them -- and too k part i n their 

d iscussion . He gives an a ccount of t h e conclusion of tlie 

se s sion . 

in1en -..ve had ful ly discussed these points, my fr ien<J.J 
the upholsterer , began to exert hi mself up on t h e pr e s ent 
nego ciat ion s of p eace; in ~ 1ic h he deposed princ es , set tled 
tb e 1)otmcl s of kingdoms , and balanced the powers of Europe, 
witb grea t justice and impa rti a lity. 10 

Alt hough t h e politica l upholsterer is not hi ng mor e 

than n. car ica ture, he and his cronies, t he "pa r k - be11 cri 

JJ Ol i t icians," have such a qua lity of reality t bat t h ey a re 

immedi a tely re cognized among the present day "stree t -c or n er 

and par k - benc h politicians ." I n another essay Addison 

lOTatler , Mo . 155, Vol. IV, ,p . 59 . 



73 

hu.;norously calls a l l me n who are too j;,uch concerned about 

a ,_'fn.irs of sts.te "volunteers in pol itics . r1 They 11 under6 0 

all the \·,a tchi'ulness and disquiet of a f irst minister , 

without any advnntage to themselves or to their country . 

A t nilor often breaks his rest over the nffD.irs of i<,urope 
11 

E,nd there is sc~.u· cely a shop not helc. by a statesma n . 11 

i~ddisvn concludes his reflections on the subject with this 

remark: "This paper I desit,n for the peculiar benefit of 

those worthy citizens who live more i n a coffee - house than 

in their sho~s , and whose thouBhts are so take n up with 

the a(fairs of the allie s , th !:'·. t they for[;et their custo:mers . 11 

'I1he avidity for all kinds of news , whether foreign 

or domesti c , private or public , and the credulity of the 

reading public led to practices among ne v1 s w-riters that 

hddison g ood- naturedly ridicules in the first essay that 

he wrot e for the Tatler . In contrast to the lies and 

calwnnies of the political writers , the deceptions pract is ed 

by many news writers were minor offences . 'l'hesc writers 

had little recard for truth or accuracy in t he ir reports , 

and they oft en vied wi th one another in the exaggeration 

a nd sensationalism of t he ir reports . If a war wa s in 

11Tatler , no . lGU , vul . IV , p . 83 . 
12Ibid ., nu . 15~.J , vul . IV , p . 59 . 

12 
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:p rogress , tLey had an inexbausti ble source of news which 

never fniled to interest the i r readers . nT hey have", s a y s 

Addison , t1mad e us ma sters of several strong towns many "vv eek s 

before our g en eral s co uld do i t; and completed victories 

vvhen our greatest capt a ins have been g l ad to come off wi th 

a drawn ba'ttle. 11 I f there was no vvar , t he news v1ri t ers 

were hard pr essed for ma teri a l with which t o f il l their 

papers. Ho wever, their power of invention was usual l y equal 

to t h e oc ca sion, for tt in every dear t h of news , Grand_ C2:L ro 

1·z. was s ure to be unp eopled ."~ 

Alth ough part y s pirit with its resulting tt g reo.t er 

a nd l esser" evils r ea ched a peak of intensity during ·the 

ea rly part of t he ei ghteenth century, it was not t he only 

ant i- soc i a l fo rce which resulted from dissension . Religi ous 

differences were not so a cute a s t h ose in polit ic s be c~use 

of th e indifferen ce t oward religion wh ich prevailed duri ng 

this time among the pe ople. lt,or many :people, goj.ng to 

churc h had_ become an empt y form, and relig io n implied a 

st r uggle for po litical control among the vari ous sects . 

However , r elig io us :prej ud ices, which were of :primary irn~) or­

tanc e during most of t he seventeenth century, we r e still 

13M ' l - u 18 V 1 I .LCl, t. er, .r-1 0. , o • , ·p . 146 • 



strong enough to be considered a drawba. c:t to socia l :cefo r m. 

A6dison ' s h istory of the "eccle s iastical thermometer" is a 

sati l' e on t h e origin and p r ogress of reli g ious dis s ens i on 

in En g l a nd . He de clares , 11 It is one of t h e unaccoun tc!,b le 

t hj_ng s of our times, that mult i tucles of honest gentlern.en , 

who en t irely agree in their lives, should t ake it in their 

l d t ,.'.) . ~f . l . 1. . '' 14 t t . 1 . 11 i 1 1ea s o ct l I er in t ·1e1r re 1g 1on . By es 1ng ·1 1s ~ 1er-

mometern, Add ison decides that a ll reli g ious disp utes a re 

caused ,2;r J:..gnorance . Over-zea lousness, a s well as indif­

ference i n r elig ion, will result in dissension . He cites 

HorB.ce a,s the sour_c e for his belief that "we s h ou l d b e ca re ­

ful not to over- s ho ot ourselves in the pur s uits even of 

virtue . 'dbe ther zeal or mo d era tion be the point vie o, irn ,'?vt, 

1 et us l:ee p f ire out of t h e one, and fro st ou.t of t b e other. 11 15 

An other evil prevalent throughout Eng l a n d dur i ng the 

ag e wa s l)elief in superstitions . Add i son classifies it a s 

a tt g re a ter evil" only in its most s erious form , lie lief in 

witc h c r af t . He attribut es all superstition to i gnor:--1.n ce, 

but }; e d eclares belief in witchcraft a l so i mplies a 11 '."fe .~,J= 

understand ing a nd a craz ed imag ination." He d emon strat es 

the tru t h of th e old saying that the source from wh ic}: w.it.c lJ-

14Tatler, No. 220, Vol . V, 'P • 52 . 
1 5 Ibi3:. ., ip . 51 . 
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craft s pr i n g s in p overty, a g e, and i gnor ance, an d t hat a 

woma n ba s seld om b een a cc u sed of b eing a witc11 unle s s she 

is very :p oor , v ery old, and lives am ong people who are b ot h 

i gn or~n t a nd mali cious . Ac cord ing to the p opu l ar c on cep tion 

o f v1itc l1cra ft, h e describes Ivioll White, who is susrie c t ed of 

being a witch . 'I'h e p ersonal appeara n ce a nd habits o f this 

p oor , d e c r e1) it ol d woman a re t hose a ssocia ted vdth vii t c l.1 es . 

The l: ove l i n whicb sbe lives cont a i ns all the a.ccout r emen ts 

neces sar y f or her diabolical p r a cti ces -- blac k c a t , br o om­

st ick , a nc switches . 'r h e usua l cbarg es ha ve been me.d e 

again s t h er: tha t She mad e c h ildren s p it p ins; gave ma i d s 

t he n i gh t mare; a nd helped b.a res esca pe the hound s . There 

is a no te of pa t hos i n Addis on's conclusion o f tb e a ccount : 

I hnv e b een t he more particular i n thi s a cc ount, 
b e cause I h ea r the re is sca rce a villag e in Eng l a nd that 
has n ot a Uoll "Nhi te i n it . When a.n old woma n b eg i n s t o 
doat, 2,nd g row c ha.r g eable to a paris h , s be is g en er:::. lly 
tu r n ed int o a witch, an d f ills t he wh ole country witl1 ex­
t r a v a.gant :fan cies , imag i nary d istemp ers, end terri f y i n g 
d r eams . fr; the me a n time, t he poor vrretc lj t h3., t i s t :1e i nno ­
cen t o c c ~s ion of s o many evils , b e g in s to b e f r i ghtct a t 
hers el f , 2..nd s ometimes con fesses secret c ommerce s and f2,2n i ­
li2r i t ies th=,, t her i mag ina tion forms in a d eli rio u s o l d age. 
1'1J is :fre quen tly cuts off c har ity from t he grea te st o1) jects 
o f co m1)2,;rn i on , a nd ins p i r es p eop le wit h a malev ol ence t o ­
smr d s tho se :p oor d ecr eifp ±t p c:u ts of our spe1~es, i n ·-trh orn 
nature is d e face d by i n fi r mi ty a nd d otage. 

16 
S~ ecta tor, No. 117J Vol . II , pp . 26 2 - 263 . 
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I n "·n a ccount of a visit to the b orne of 8, friend , 

Addison criti ci zes other s upers t itions just as c on1.1-:~on 2. s 

witchcraft but of less serious nature . Soon a fter ~ i s 

arriva l lie d iscovers tlat his friend ' s wife is so ob sessed 

wi tl: s uperstition that s he makes not only herself miserable 

but a lso e.11 h er family and. friends . A few of the super ­

stitious te li ~fs whic h s he g i ves g reat sign i f icance ~ s 

omens of di s a ster a re: strang e a nd forebod ing dreams , the 

spillinc of sa lt, t h irteen in a company, the hooting of a 

s creec h- owl a t midni ght. T. ,ere a re many ot hers of a simila r 

nature , tt a ll o f which," Addison decla res, " a rise from fear 

a nd i gn orance. 11 In commenting upon the power of su .. ch s illy 

omens to add hardships to life by increasing the terrors of 

t he u.nkno\1m future , Addison says: 11 For a s it is the c 11ief 

con c e r n of wise men to retrenc h the evils of life by the 

reasonings of philosophy; it is the emp loyment of foo ls to 

multip l y t h em by the sentiments of superstition. 111 7 .~~eal ­

izing that fear of deat h caus ed many people to g i ve c redenc e 

to omens and p resentiments, Addi S'on kind ly sugg est s tl ia t an 

unfa ltering trust in God is the only relief from t h e ter­

rjfying uncert a inties of the future . (I t seems incredible 

l? 
Spectator , No . 7, Vol . I, p . 3 5 . 
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in this mode rn ag e, a lmos t a century a nd a hal f r fte r 

Add ison ' s condemnation of superst i tion, tha t many o:f the 

same beliefs , wh ich had their ori g in in the primi t i ve 

stag es of civili za tion, are still widely p opula r . ) 

Al t)--i oug h s up erstition and dissen sions, with their 

a ttendinc evils , we re comm on to all cl as ses, there ne re, 

h owever, ma ny v ices wh ich were practi sed only by t h e upper 

classes . 'l1e i mmora lity a nd licent iousness char2,cteristic 

of Restorat ion social li fe were not so evid ent during t he 

Q.ue en Anne p eriod . But most o f t h e members and v1ou1 ci. - 1Je 

membe r s of fa s h ionable society were still en grosse d vii t ll 

the sup erfi cia lities of life . Referen ce ha s a lrea fy b een 

made to the false s t andards of l ife as revea l ed in a com­

p a r i s on of Add ison ' s definition of the term 11 g entleman 11 a nd 

t h e p opul a r co n ce ption of its meaning . Tba t a man wlw 

dressed i n the hei ght of fashion , pr a ctised n umerous 2.tf' ect ­

a tion s in !,ian ners, spent 2, l l h is time in f rivo lo u s p ursu its, 

and s coffed a t a ll tha t was honorable or serious was c on ­

sidered o, model of the "perfect g en tleman 11 r epresent e d t he 

c ondi tions wi t h which Addison was confronted in b i s 2.tt emp t 
.-
to i n c ulca t e t he tru e principle s a nd ide a ls of li fe . ~e 

r ea li z e d t }ia t t h e g lamor of we a lt h a nd fa s hion preserved these 

a rtifici a l standards wh ich were based upon app ea r c;.n ce and 
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manne rs, QDd h e believed t h e only way to expose them f or 

tbeir r- e a l worth wa s by rid iculing the absurdities 2nd a f­

fect a tions tha t p reva iled in t he manners and f a shions of 

the perio d . 

Add ison considered idleness one of t he ch ief som~ces 

of soci a l evils . Because of it there was great vw. ste i n 

t a lent 2.nd wea l t t. and it eng endered many vices among the 

upper cla nses . More tmn once Addison refers to it 8,s a 

"d is temper" whi c h destroys more peopl e than t he p l ague. The 

a ristocra cy scorned work of a n y kind a s p lere::i3. n an d degrad­

in g . Their exa, lted social positi on a nd superfici a l edu c o.ti on 

had prepared t hem only for a life of leisure and. ea se . ILany 

memb ers of the upper middle cla sses who had grea t alJi li ty 

a s well as we a lth had ga ined entrance into f a sh ionable circles 

where t b ey le a rned to spend t hei r time in the empty and 

tr ivi a l pur suits t ba t s pring from idleness . 

I n a s a tire upon the useless and i d le lives t }mt many 

p eople le a d Add ison , in tbe cha rac t er of Mr. Bic k erstaff, 

bring s t o tria l severa l persons wLo are tt d ead in r eas on . " 

Acting as judg e, Mr . Bic kers t aff decides that t h os e who have 

no purp o s e i n life sh ould b e judg e d as dead and separated 

from t h ose l audably employed in the improvement of t}~eir 

owh :m j_nds or for t h e advantage of others . The L ;. t t er h e 

t erms 11 living men. 11 After hearing t he c a ses of t vrn men , on e 



sixty 2nd t h e other twenty - five, he declares t 1-J e evi dence 

furnishe d by their daily routines pr oves t h em guilty of 

the c har g e of living p erfectly useless lives . He sentence s 

them to 1)e interred to gether "with inscription pro p er to 

their c h :uacters, si gn ifying t hat the old man d i eel in the 

year 1 6[39 ,:1,nd was b1.1r ied in the year 1709; and over t l'rn 

Jo ung one that h e depa rted this world in the twenty- f i fth 

year of h is death . " 

I n Spectator No . 317 , Addison recommends t b2,t ;:,,11 the 

Specta tor's readers keep a journal of their lives for on e 

week . Ee b elieves t ha t " this kind of self- examinat ion 

would g i -ve them a true state of themselves, and incline 

them t o consider seriously what tbey a re a b out . n In 3,c cord ­

an ce with h is suggestion several readers send in a co ~y of 

the j ournn l they have kept . Commenting upon the revelations 

made i n one of these journa ls, Addison s a.ys , " I question 

not but the reader will be surprised to find the above - men­

t i oned journali s t ta.king s o much c a re of a life fille d with 

such incons iderable actions - - and yet if we l ook into the 

behav io ur of many whom we daily converse with, we s tall find 

that most of their hours are tak en up in those three i mp ort ­

ant c:i,rt icles of eating , drinking , a nd sleeping . 1118 

--73 Spectator, No . 317, V.91 • . VI, p . 39 . 
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Anot h er reaso n for t b e numerou s evils in t h e social 

co nd u ct of t h e upper cla s ses was t h e p opularity of Fren c h 

f a s h ion s . Fashionabl e soci ety followed French modes i n 

mann ers o .. nd b eha vior as well a s in dress. Addiso n r ep ea t­

edly express es h is ant i pathy for French cu stoms . I :n 

Specta tor 1:T o . 45 , h e declares that the war with Fra nce has 

had s om e go od a ttending it . He s ays: 

There is nothing whi ch I desire more t han a s afe and 
h onour able p e a ce , thoug h at trie s am e time I am very ·"lll)re ­
h ensive of many ill co ns e quences t ha t may att en d i t . I d o 
not mean i n regar d to our politics, but to our mann e rs . 
Tifha t a n inundation -of ribbo n s a nd brocades will b:tea:: i n 
upon us ? dha t p ea ls of laughter an d im~inen c e :::;Yo,11 \V e 
be ex J osed to ? Fo r the prevention of t he se great evils, I 
co uld l:~~,r~i ~y wish ~mt the~e was an a ct of p::1,r~iam 5:gt 
for p ro n1b1t1ng th e 1mp orta t1on of French fopperie s . - J 

Ar;1 ong t h e '' French fo 9peries" whi cb Add ison rj_ci_i c u les 

W,'< s t h e custom of u sing 1!,ren c 11 mili tar y terms in c on ver s a ti on . 

He ob serve d that hithert o t h e English l anguage had b een 

sufficient fo r exp ressing a ny subtlety of t h ou ght tl1::1,t nn 

Englis brnc::-~n mi ght have, but dur ing the war Engli s h officers 

a nd news - wr iters bad found it n e cessa ry to g ive t Leir c.1. cc ounts 

of t b e lmtt les in a l a nguag e s o interspersed with li'renc h 

p l1 r a ses tl12, t it was a lma st unint elli g i bl e. Add i so r: esp e cie~ l ly 

1 9 
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de1Jlored s everal J?rench customs t hat ladies of f e, s b ion h[l.d 

ad opted -- tba t of receivi ng callers while in bed or w}d le 

dress i ng; of t a l king and laughing bo isterously; and of 

a ff ecting criildish impertinences in their behavior . 'Yom en 

who traveled abr oad were susce ptib le to eve r y new whi m 

i n dres s ;J,nd manner that was of continen t a l orig i n . lro r 

t his re:::"son Addi son held J?renc b influence l a r gely re s:Jonsi bl e 

for t he gr ea t extra vagan ce and fondness for" splend id 

equipag e" whi ch preva iled among women . 

TI1e most amusing charg e tr.a t he makes agains t 1Pr en ch 

influ ence p erta ined to the c hang es in t he d iet of Engl is11men . 

In t he char a cter of Mr . Bick erstaff he gave an a ccount of 

a dinne r at a friend's house. French cookery had disgu ised 

the foo d so vre ll that he wa s unable to recogn i z e c\ si ngle 

one of the many dishes on the t able. Finally , he discovere d 

b is f 2,vo rite d i sh , roast-beef, o.cc upying c1.n obscure I JO S it ion 

instead of reigning in the center of the table . iie l a un ches 

forth i nto an eulogy on roast-beef, whi ch had been t~-,e ma i n ­

stay of t he d iet of former g enerations. He decla res thc:,, t 

"t he common people of this k i ngdom d o still keep up t t e 

t,p, ste of their ancestors; and it is to this t ha t we, in a 

g reat measure , owe the unpa r a lleled victories that have been 

gained i n t h is reign; for I wo ul d desire my reader to cons i der, 
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what work our countrymen would have made at Bl enheim and 

Ramillies, if they had been fe d with fric a ssees and "" r agouts." 

Becaus e of their preference for French dishes to Engl ish 

roa st-beef, Mr. Bickerstaff de clares that "many g rea t 

families a re insensibly fallen off from t he a t hletic 

sti t u t ion of their progenitors and are dw indled aw~1,y 

con -

. + 
111v0 

e. pale, sickly, spindle-legged g eneration of vale tud in2.rian s ." 2 0 

There wa s hardly a detail concerning the li fe and 

customs of the age that Addison did n ot touch upon . Some 

of t he most unusual subjects were t h e grotesque 2.nd oft en 

inappropr i ate sign pos ts, t he g i bberi s h cried by the London 

street venders , and the yaV'ffiing, whistlingJ and g rinn i ng con ­

tests, whi ch we re popular in that day , and were somewbat 

simila r to the modern ma r athon . In an early numb er of the 

paper Ad clison proposed t he app ointment of a "Censor · oi" Small 

Wares" for the co n s i dera tion of t h e nU111erous p et t y v ic e s 

that were brought to bis notice . Setti ng as ide on e 6.2.:r 

ea cb week f or t h e purpose, he brought before h is i m2,2; i n 2. ry 

co urt the many po ints of etiquett e and g ood manners whic h 

were too t rivial to merit much attention , yet i mport •nt 

enough tha t t hey coul d not be i gnored . "For h owever sli ghtly 

20 
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men may rega rd these particula rs, little follies in dr ess 

and behavio ur, they lead to greater evils. 1121 Tbe court , 

p resid ed over by M:r . Bickerstaff, would bear and judg e the 

injuries, a ffr onts , little perplexities in behavior and 

manners , 2,Y1d p eculiarities of dress, "that a re not to be 

redre sse d. by t he comm on l aws of t h is l anct . 1122 

On the day a ppo inted for examining petitions for the 

use of c2.n es, snuff-boxes..)and ot her ttnecessary orn arnentsu, 

Mr. Bick ersta ff receives a petition from Simon Trifil) it, 

a t ypica l ca ne a ddict. He cla i ms a can e a s nece ss 2r y to 

h i m a, s any other of" bis limbs, and 11 tha t the knocki ng of 

it upon his s hoe, 1 ean ing one leg upon it, or wt, i stl i rn_~ 

with it on h is mouth are suc h great reliefs to hi m i n con­

versation , that he does not know how to be g oo d com:pc,ny 

_without it . 0 The judg e de ci de s to permit h im to use i t 

three days of the week until he can be "weaned f rom i t by 

degr ees ." 

After t he court has heard and disposed of numer ous 

cas es against such offenders a s t be false ogler, t b e Sab-

bat h break er , the fortune hunter, the flirt, and t he bore, 

Mr. Bid:: erstaff sits down before his fire to reflect up on 

the good he ha s a ccompl ished. He beli eves that t h ose wb o 

21 Tat ler , No. 103, Vol . III , p . 110 • . 
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ma...'ke thems elves ridiculous in the eyes of t heir fellows by 

singul ar ities of dress or behavior a.re thereby d iscredit ed , 

so tbat no matt er what talents they possess, they a re denied 

tbe opportunity of doing any good in the world . 

I n the second number of the Specta tor Steele outlined 

the charact·ers who were members of t he Spectator ' s clu1J. 

Ea ch repr esented a class in the society of the period , :md 

by using the se characters for illustration Add ison and 

St eele gave the ir essays an element of rea lity that added 

effectiveness to their tea ching. The members of the 5peota tor 

Club were the most important, but t hey were only e. few of the 

char a c ters which t he essayists created. The use of tb e type 

character was a f avorite device of Addison's for illustra ting 

h is satire of t he vices whic h existed i n fas hionabl e society . 

His natural gift of characterization gave a qua lity of real­

ity to thes e types which led many readers to believe t hem 

from rea l life. However, Addison repeatedly denied t he a c­

cusa tion of directing his satire at individuals. In exp l ai n­

i ng his use of these characters, he says, nr must en trea t 

ev ery particula r person , who does me t he honour to be a reader 

of t his paper, never to t hink himself, or any one of ~is 

fr iends or enemies, a imed at in what is sa id; for I promise 

h im, n ever to draw. a f aulty char a cter wh ich does n ot f it a t 

lea st a t housand people; or to publish a single 1,aper, that 



is not wri t ten in t h e sp irit of benevolen ce, and vrlth a 

love of mank ind .»23 

0 6 

Some of t he types which he characterized a ccording 

to outstanding faults of cba racter or absurdities in dres s 

and manners, Add ison cla ssified under the g enera l names of 

p edant, coxcomb and coquette. Th e first of these II spe cies" 

a s Addis on terms them, was parti c u larly critici z ed . His 

hatred of pe dantry is indicated by b is definition t ha t i t 

is " a farm of knowledg e without the p ower of it ; that a ttracts 

the ey es of the common people; break s out in noise 2nd sh mu ; 

and finds its reward not from a n y inward p lea sur e t bat n t­

tends i t; but from the praises and approba tions wh ich it 

receives from them . 11 24 Several f orms of p e dantry flou r -

ished during th e age. Many who ca lled themselves sc t ola.rs 

were in a ttu~lity dilettantes . They had neither t he abil-

ity n or the desire for learning . 'rheir edu cat io n 1l2.d g iven 

them a smattering of k no wledg e which wa s sufficient for 

t heir pur p ose -- to appear to be a wi t or critic. In 

Addison ' s o:oi n ion the critic of bis day was t h e most aim­

p ortuna te, empty, and conceited animal" in existen ce. Sir 

Timoth;y: Tittle , Add ison's name for the typica l criti c, can 

b est b e described in Addison's o:wn words. 

23 
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t b e l i ke; whi c h he va ries, compounds, d ivides, and t h rovrn 
togetber , in eve ry part of h is d i s course , with ou t a ny t h oug h t 
or me a ning . The mar k s you may know h im by · are, an elevo,t ed 
e y e, and d ogrnat ica l brow, a positive voice, an d a c ontempt 
fo r e v ery thing t hat comes out , wh e t he r h e has reaQ it or 
n ot. He dwe l ls a ltog eth er i n genera ls . He pr a ise s or d is­
prai ses in the l ump . --- With t hese extra ord inary tal ent s 
and :ic c omplishments, §ir Ti mothy Tittle puts men i n vo gue, 
o r cond.emn's thern to ob scurity ; and sits as judg e of0 ~i f e 
a n d death upon every author that app e a rs i n publ i c. ,~o 

Anothe r k i nd of p edantry for which Add i son had. a l­

most equal cont emp t is t ba t pr a ctised by t hose who hav e 

kn owl e dg e b ut l a ck common sense in its use. Many e d itor s, 

c ommen t2,tors , and critics were gui lty of it. Addiso n s ay s , 

"Thes e p ersons s et a grea ter va l u e on them selv e s fo1~ having 

fo und out th e meaning of a passage in Greek , t ban up on the 

author for hav i ng written it, n ay , wi 11 a llow t he J?CLssage 

it s el f not t o have a ny b eauty i n it , a t t h e s a me t i me t ba t 

they woul d b e co nsidered. as t he g rea test men o f t h e ag e , f o r 

hav ing i n terpreted it . " 26 

· A " brok er in lea rni ng " is t he name f or t h e k i nd of 

pedant rep re s ented by Tom Folio. His c hief occupa tio n was 

t o st ock the libraries of wea lthy and f a s rJi onable men wi t h 

t h e b e st ed itions. He co n sidered h imself an univer s al s c holar 

rrecaus e he was f am ilia r with the names of authors, t }1e s u b-

25 
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jects on u:li c ?i they wrote , t h e number of editions t11r ouc;h 

which t~ieir 7rnrJ:: s had passed , and t h e critic isms ;,v-hic :' h:cd 

be en g iven them . "This h e looks upon to be sound le2 r n i ng 

c\nd substc:rnt i a l criticism . As for those who t a l k of t:1e 

fineness of style , and the justness of t h ought, or d escribe 

t h e brigh t nes s of any particula r p a ssag es; --- Torn look s 

up on them as men of su perficial learning and f l a s hy IJ2,rts . t12 7 

I n Add ison 's op i nion, t b e virt u oso had m2.ny o:f:' t11e 

fau l ts of tl-J e p edant , but b e wa s a :ha rmless typ e • .' .td ison 

uses s,n ent omo log ist for illu stra ting h is s a tire u.pon tJ1e 

pu rsu its of a virtuoso . His most serious c harge 2.gr L is t tb e 

entomoloc i st , Nic hola s Gimcra ck , is that he spends t o o :·r1u c h 

time and th ought upon trifles when h e might find better em­

p loyment fo r : ;is g enius . Ad d ison points his critj_c isr2 ·.-ri th 

ld.s hu.rn oron s a ccount of tbe entomolog ist ' s will . I t (1.ir,poses 

of the " treas uresH of t he deceas ed with suc h b eques ts ~s a 

"female skele t on° to the widow, a n d. to a d a ug bter "up on the 

b irth o f lier first chil d , if she marr ie s with her rnot::er ' s 

consen t, t}1e nest of an humming b ir d . 1128 

Cha r a cterization of the second 11 species 11 , tLe cox cor.1b , 

inclnded severa l v a rieties of coxcombry. However, Le '"'-,_,c; reed 

wit h Mr . Wy c h erley ' s defin i tion of every type of cox co:·:'lb: " Ee is 

27 
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ugly a,11 over with the affectations of a fine gentleman . 11 

Tbe most dist ingu ished and popular type was the one Addison 

called a ~Pretty Fellow." 

The chief of this sort is Colonel Brunett, 111-, 0 is a, 
man of f ashion, because he will be so; and p ractis es a very 
janty vvay of behaviour, because he is too c a reless to kn ow 
when he offends, a nd too san1;tu.i ne to be mortified i:f h e 
d id know it: ---- Therefore h e is very successfully loud 
among the vlit s , and fami 1 iar among the l ad ies, and cU s -
so lute among the rake s: · -- --- All he says or d oes, v::.1:~c b 
would offend in another, are passed over in him; and 2.11 
a ctions and speech which please, doubly please if they come 
from him : no one wonders or t ake s notice when he is vrrong; 
but all c:i,r.1mire him when he is in the right. ----- Where 
nature has formed a person for t h is station amongst men, 
h e is g i f t ed with a peculia r g enius for success, and his 
very errors a nd absurdities contribute to it; this feli city 
attending h im to his life's end: for, it being in a. manner 
necessary that he s hould ~9 of no consequence, he is a s 
well in old ag e as youth. 

Another type of coxcomb is the whisperer w:i t hout 

business whom Add is on ca lls Lord f[g_-Wh~~ - He is fre quently 

seen in the club, coffee-house, and t he a tre. He assumes 

the a ir of one who knows important sec r ets, and 11what adds 

to tte jest is, that his empt iness has its moods a,nc1 s ea­

sons , ond h e will not condescend to le t you into h is dis ­

coveries excep t he is in very good humour, or ha.s seen 

somebody of f a shion talk to y ou . He will k eep hi s not hing 

to himself . " 30 Then there is the cour teous Qmbr?;, whose 

2sr--
Tat1er, No . 24, Vol. I, pp . 186 -187 

30 
lbid ., No. 38, Vol. II, p . 5 



90 

officio u sn ess wou l d b e rega.rded a s i mperti n ence i:n ar1y 

o t her man . Add ison d eclares tb..a.t he sh ould not be judged 

by t he trifles up on which he is ass i d iously en gag ed, bu_t 

by h is i n tentions which are to render valuable service. 

He b8 lieves lie is g iving his frien d s the g rea tes t assist ­

;::i,nce by :·er f ormin g insi gn ificant errand s or by pr e scrilJing 

towa r d t l1e cure of a p imple or a rash, which is a s f a r a s 

b is k n owledge of medicine will al low. 

Alt h ough r ake, fop , and beau were ne.rnes for ot" er 

t ypes of co x c omb , they a ll had the same g eneral c b.cracter . 

However, e a e ll ha d one or two traits whic h d istinguis h e d. ~1 im 

from the rest of the II species . 11 'fhere were a few w-i,i om 

Addison n a;ne s ac cordi ng to si ngu l a r i ties in dress or b e hav­

ior. "A ca ne upon the fifth but ton shal l from hencefort h 

b e t h e t yp e of a ~~_:;:; red - -heeled sboes, and a ha t 11u.n g 

upon one side of the head , shall si gn ify a Smart; a c oo d 

periwig ma de into a twist, with a brisk cock, sh'J,ll s p e a k 

a Mett l ed Fellow; nand an upper lip covered with snuff , de -

31 
n ote a Coffee-hous e Statesman." 

Th e co quette, or nremale coxcomb 11 , is a speci e s of 

many varieties . Add ison is especially severe i n b is ri d icule 

of t h e typ e ·whi ch he ca lls Salamander . ·He explains h is c h oice 

31 
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of nam e by this definition: tt:tTow a Salamander is a k i nd of 

h eroine in cha stity , t ·ha t trea ds upo n fire, and lives i n t h e 

midst of f l a mes without bein g hurt. 1132 Even t h ough her be­

havior t o7rar d men is unusually sugg estive and provoc r.ti ve, 

she is sc ,::;.nc1alized at the narrow-mindedness and severity of 

a parent or the unreasonableness and jealousy of a husbo,nd, 

who objects to such innocent liberties. Thus t he Sala­

ma,nder 1 i ves in a state of simplicity and innocence, on cJ. 

wonders w11a t :pe ople mean by temptations. Only women ma d e 

of fles h and b l ood are subject to human frail ti es ,vh il e the 

c har a c t eristics of a Salarnander preserve her consti ut ion in 

a kind of natura l frost. Add ison gives the name of 1_9:ol 

to the ty1) e of coquette whose vanity demands continuous 

manifes t a tions of adoration. She spends all her time in 

adorning h er p erson or in gaining new adorers. At the 

theat re, a ssembly, in the Ring , and even in church) s h e sets 

up t h e ritual for her worship and receives the offering s of 

her votaries . If she is s k illful, she contrives to m." k e 

ea c h of he r adorers believe he is the favored one , and at 

t h e s arn e time s h e a cquires new worshippers . Altb ough t l1 is 

flirt is fitt ingly named , her adorers d iffer in one respect 

from t h ose of t h e rea l idol. "For as others f a ll out be-

----32 
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cause th ey worshi p different i d ols", 33 her idola te r s a re 

l i kely t o quar r el b eca use they worship t he same. Addison 

g i ves t he ca us es why many idols a re "undei f ied. 11 Marriage 

i s a s ur e ca use , f or "when a man bec ome s f amiliar wi th his 

g oddess , s he qu ick l y si nds i nto a woman.n Old .age i s a lso 

a cert 2" in cau se , a nd II t here is n ot a more unhappy be i ng , than 

a sup e r annuated i dol." 

Those co quet t es tt who a re for spinn i ng out the t i me 

of c ourtship t o an i mmodera te length" a re ca lled Demurrers 

by Add iso n . He good-na t uredly ridicules the t emerity of d e ­

murrers o,nd reflects upon the ev i ls of demurrag e : 

Fi rs t of all, I would have t hem seriously thi nk on 
the s hortness of t heir time. Li f e is not long enoug h for 
a co qu ett e t o pl ay a ll her trick s i n . A timor ous wo!D.an drop s 
into her grav e b efo r e s h e has done d eliberating . ~ ere the 
ag e of man the s ame t hat it was before t he fl -o od , a 18-dy 
mi ght sacrifice half a century to a s cruple, and be t vro or 
three ag e s in demurring .-- - --Al a s! s he ought to pl a y l1er 
part in hast e, when she consider s t ba t s he is sudden l y t o 
quit t }1e s t age , and mak e room f or ot hers. I n the second 
p l a ce ,--as t he - t erm of life is sh or t, t ha t of beauty i s 
much s horte r . -- ----A t hird considera tion which I wou ld lik e­
wi se re commend to a demurrer, and t hat is t h e great dang er 
of h er ff a lling in love when she is a bo ut t h ree s core , if 
s he cannot s a tisfy her doubts and scruples bef ore t hat time . 
There is 8, k i n d of l a tter s pring , that s ometimes g ets into 
t he bl ood of an old woman, and turns her i n to a very odd 
s ort o f . an an i ma1.34 

3 3 
SEect~!:.2E, No. 73, Vol. II, p . 60 

34 
_!b i d . , :rJo • 8 9, Vol. I I , pp . 136 -1 3 7 



93 

These examples of va rious types of coxcombs , :Je dan ts, 

and co quett es a re representative of the superfici a l lives 

a nd char a c t ers of mi~ ifll and women in fashionable society . 

Addison revea ls through these characterization s tha t many 

of t he evils tha t were gractised by men were likewise prac­

tised by women. In recognition of this fact, he ded icated 

a l a r g e number of b is essays to the consideration of their 

manners and morals , for he believed they could wield great 

influence towar d social and moral reform if they were l)rop­

erly di re c t ed. In an ea rly nu.mber of the Spectat_sir, Addison 

declares : 

But there are none to whom this paper will be more 
useful t han t o the female world. I have often thouc;ht t here 
has n ot been sufficient pains t aken in finding out proper 
empl oyments and diversions for the fair ones. Their amus e­
ments seem contrived for them, rather as they ar e women , 
t han a s they a re reasonable creatures; and a re more adapted 
to t he sex than to the species. The toilet is thei r g r eat 
s cene of l;usiness, and t he right adjusting of t heir hair 
the pr in ci pal emp loyment of t heir lives ••• Their mo:r e ser­
ious occ u.pations are sewing and embroidery, and t heir grea t­
est drudgery the preparation of jellies and sweetmeats •.• 
I sball endeavour to point out a ll those imperfecti ons tr.1at 
a re t be blemishes, a s we11 33s those virtues which a re the 
embellishments of the sex. 

35 
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Addison reuK d d th · t f , 1 t::, C!l r e e 1rnprovemen o womens mora ... s 

a.nd manners as an important part of bis program f or social 

reform. His belief in the wisdom of a practical educa tion 

for women has a lready been mentioned. It is to the g l ory 

of bot h Ad di so n and Steele tbat they did not share tbe 

g enera l a ttitude toward women, for it was an age in whi ch 

women of all cla sses were neglec~-ed L.nd regar ded wit h con ­

t empt . Lord Chesterfield's opinion of the sex was cha rac­

teristic: "Women a re only children of a larger growth; they 

have a n entertaining tattle and sometimes wit; but for 

solid reason i ng and good sense, I never knew one tbat had 

it. !I 

In his att empt to point out "the imperfection s tha t 

are t ne blemishes" of t he fair sex, Addison touc hes upon 

numerous absurdities in dress, follies of conduct , and a f ­

fectations in manners. The head-dress and t he hoop-petti­

coa t were fashi ons in dress which Addison most fre quent ly 

r idi cu led. In hi s cornmen t on head-dresses, he :remar ks 

"t hat women in all ag es have taken more pains t"ban men to 
36 

adorn the outside of their heads. 11 The unwieldy size and 

ungainly appearance of t he hoop- petticoat are sufficient 

--------36 
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rea s on s for abolishing such a fashion, "for," he de clares, 

"sYou l d this fashion g et among the ord i nary peo p le, our 

p ublic ways would be so crowded, that we s"h ould want street-
7.. 7 

room. nv Many rig id rules of conduct a nd appurt en 2,nces of 

dress we ~e regarded as absolutely essential for s u ccess in 

ti:ie elabor a t_e system of lov e-making , which was t he ch ief oc­

cupati on in fashionabl e so ciety . By proposing t he founding 

of an a cad em~r f or training you ng women in t h e exercise of 

the fan and by establ ishing set rules for judging the ~re ­

g re ss of an am our , Add ison's ri d icul e reveals t he deg1~ee of 

absur dity wb ich marked fas hionabl e practices of the age . 

One pr_a cti ce among women of h igh social position which Add-

i son cr i ticized more severely than most of t heir vices was 

t hat of demand ing 11 pin-money 11 , a popular name for exorb itant 

a llowan ces , ·wh ich they squander e d on extra vagant dress or 

exp en sive diversions . 

I t ha s been said that the state of a na tion's morals 

may be judged by its amusements . The truth of this state­

ment is lJo rne out by the amusements which were po1rnlar in 

the ea rly de ca des of the eighteenth century. Th e uppe r 

classes , d esi'rous of displaying expensive dres s and e qu i page, 

paraded t h e Ring and fashionable Gar d ens, attend ed the op era 

37 
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and the theatre, and h eld priva te assemblies and ma,s ­

qu e r ade s . One of the ch ief pastimes among " g entlernen 11 

was duel ling , a practice which had lost what little di gnity 

it ha d ever had . Gay y oung a ristocrats orga nize d. l avrles s 

bands such a s the famous Mohock s and for their amusement 

perrJetr2. ted outrag es tbat were little less tban criminal. 

In numerous e ssay s Addison p ointed out the evils which or i g ­

inated in , or re sulted from, thes e dive r sions. 

Vfid espread pros perity brought about an i ncrea se i n -

luxury a nd leisure a nd above all, in a sp iri t of s peculat ion 

which af fected socia·l life by p opularizing gambling as a 

pastime and finally culmina ted in the g i gantic South Sea 

Bubble . Gambling was pr a ctised by all cla s s es i n a v :.,_ riety 

of forms , but one of t he most popul a r was the l ottery . Addison 

criticizes t h is pas time n ot only b ecause it led t o waste of 

money but a lso because it represented t h e tend ency among most 

people to l ive b eyond their me ans in t h e expectation of win ­

n i ng or maki ng m.cmey e a sily. His mora l is: 

I t should be a n indispe nsable rule in life ; t o con­
tract our des ires to our present condition, and , whatever 
may be our expectations , to live within the compass of v1hat 
we 2. ctually pos s ess. It will be time enough to enjoy an 
estat e wh en i t comes into our bands; but if we an ticipc:-:!. te 
ou r g ood for t une, we shall lose the pl ea s ure of it v1hen it 
arr:Lv es, a nd may possibly never p ossess what we have so 



foolish ly count ed up on. 36 

Tl1 e mora ls RJ1d manners of the averag e London er f ur -

nished most of t h e subjects for Addison's essays , but the 

lives a nd J·,abi ts of count ry peop le, especially o f t he rur a l 

g en try , r ece i ved their share of his criticism. I f t h e 

ma nners of the city dwe ller were crude, t h ose of t b e co tmtry 

man were of ten boorish. Th e pat ernalist ic system of s ociety 

that still p redominated in rura l Eng l a nd gave t he co untry 

g entlema n , who wa.s usually lord of an estate , a position of 

grea t infltrnnce . Reference has a lready been made to Addison's 

b elie f t ha t the educa tion a nd refi n ement of t he co untry g en ­

t lemen vrer e i mp ortant factors i n social reform. He cre.s, tecl 

t :rie i deal typ e of co untry gentleman in the ch a r acter of t h e 

lova bl e and lci nd l y S ir Roger, wh ose re l a tio ns wit h >i s d e ­

voted tenants proved a worthy exa mp le for every El-ig lis l-1 squ ire . 

Furt hermo:r:e , h e d iscu ssed many p hases of co untry li f e a s h e 

saw it at Si r Rog er's manor . Th is g roup of Sp ec ta tor e ss a y s 

a re kn own a s t h e "Sir R og er d e Coverley Pap er s . " 

At t ha t time t here was little communication b etween 

t ovm and country , f or t he road s we re f requ.e n tly i mpa s sable , 

a-1_1d the clan gers and d iscomf ort of travel were g reo. t . Th e 

lack of co nt a ct betvrnen t h e i nbabi t an ts of t he r u r a l districts 

a nd of t h e city resulted in g rea t d ifferences i n dre • s and 

3 ·'8s:eecta tor , No . 191, Vol . I II, · p . 295 
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ma,nners . Al t ho ugh the country g entleman was of the 

a ristocra cy a nd often pos s essed wealth, he was l aug hed at 

by tbe London er . When he made one of h is infrequent visits 

to to vm , he vms conspi cuo us because of h is rustic way s ;3,nd 

peculiarities of dress. 

Addison g ood-na turedly ridi cules a country g e!ltleman 

whose eccentri c dress and affected behavior make him the 

center of rnucb a ttention a s he wal k s t h rou gh the park . 

Addison says: "Iha ve often wondered, that honest g entlemen, 

who a. re r; ood n eighbors and live qu ietly in their ow:n po s ­

sesaions , s hould t ak e i t in their be ads to frighten t he town 

a fter this unreasonable· manner . 11 'He co n cludes Li s reflections 

vvi t h the droll remark: "I can n o t t el l who this gentlema.n 

is, but for my p a rt, may say with the lover in Terence , wh o 

lost si ght of a fine lady , ' wherever t h ou a rt, t lJ ou ce.n st n ot 

be long concealed . 111 3 9 

Addison s ay s that the f irst thing one 11ot ice s on 

g oing into the country is t he d if f eren ce in dre ss fro m that 

o f t h e ci. ty . Th e r u r a l g entry att emp t to follow t he d ty 

f a s h ions of manners and dress but t he y merely succeed h1 

be ing c onsp icu ou s and ridiculous , when t hey fan cy t h emsel ves 

in the height of the mode. 

39 
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They have n o s ooner fetc h e d t h emselves up to the 
fasl': ions of the polite world , but the town ha s d r O}Jped 
t h em, and a re n e a rer i n t h e f ir s t st a te of na t ure t ~an to 
those re fi n ement s wb ic h formerl y reigned in t t e co urt , ond 
s t ill preva il e d i n t he country. One may now k now a man 
t hat n ever conversed in the world , by h is excess of s o od ­
breedin g . A :p olite country esquire shall mak e y ou a s 
many bows i n hal f a n hour, a s wou l d serve a cour t i er for a 
v1 e e k . 40 

.:1.dcUs on expresses the wish t ha t all t h os e wl10 live 

b eyond a sh ort d ista nce from town would ag ree upon on e 

fas b io n i n dr ess whic h t h ey wo u l d never c hang e. " I f i n st ea d 

of runni n c a ft er t he mode, t h ey wou l d continue fi x ed i n on e 
. A 1 

c er t a i n l,ab i t , t h e mod e would sometime overtake t he m. 11 "' 

1' lie chie f di version of t he co un t ry g entlemo.n -\7o, s 

hunt inc; , vvhi ch i n its elf wa s 1'...ar mless en ough , but t he average 

c ountry s quire had s u ch a pa s si on f or it t hat he neg lected 

everyt hin g el s e i n orde r t o s p end h is t i:iie i n the chase . Hot 

on l y di d h e n eg lect h is esta te, but a lso l a vis h ed mon ey 2,n d 

a f f ect i on on h i s horses and bun t ing d og s. Add ison ecl a res 

t ha t every c oun t y of Grea t Brita in has a hundr e d or :r. o::-e of 

th i s kine of E s qu ire 11 wi t h an esta te tha t mi g b t make h b1 the 

ble s s i n g and orname n t of the world a round h i m; yet i e has no 

o t h e r v i evr c:1.nd a mbition, but to be an a nima l above d og s 2,ncl 

h orses , vrith out the relish of an y one enjoyment whi c h j_s p ee -

40 
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uliar t o the fa cu l t ies of hurnan nature . 1142 

.; \,_ su.Illlna ry view of Addi son's essays on manners 

a nd dress p roves that few aspects of the social life du.ring 

h is age escaped his at tention. In his attempt .at reform , he 

first reveo, led t bat the underlying causes for t he many :3 0 c ial 

a nd mora l eyils were i gnorance, idlenes s , and a f a lse st andard 

of life . He re 9,li z ed tmt no lasting reform could be effec t ­

ed merely by criticizing the 11 ou tward 11 i ndi cati ons of t1in ­

ward11 rott enness . Afte r he had systematica,lly classi f ied 

the v a rious evils ac cording to their prevalence a nd serious ­

nes s , h e expose d. tbeir nature vvi th the attending evils for 

wb ich t i1ey "vvere d irectly or indd.rectly res1)0nsible . 

'Cl1 e mo st preval ent evil during t h e period vrn, s ·Jo l -

i tica l d issen sion , and di rectly from it caine all t b ose evils 

that cha racterized public life . Although relig io u s pre jud ice 

wa s not s o marked a s in politics , it was still eviden t, e s ­

p ecially in re l a tion to politi cs. ~o pu l ar s uperstition was 

a not her mn jor evil . Its most serious aspect was bel ie f in 

vvi tcric rcd't , but even its minor aspects bad an unwliolesorne 

effect on society . The superficial life of f a s h ionable s oc ­

iety 1.72. o.', tJ , e b reeding p lace for numerous vices t h:>. t j _(~dison 

m~rcile ss l y rid icules, not be cause t hey were of more seriou s 

n ;::i, ture t!JEHl many ot h er evils of t h e per iod, but be c .:::i..11 s c of 



101 

tbe exo,rn:Jle c;rh icn they set for humbler clas ses. J? or ·L;e 

se.rn e recs or. }·1e made a cr i tica l examination of t he lives 

."',nd ?-::.~.b i ts cf the country g entry . Addison 's prog ra:·,1 for 

soc ie,l refo r :n c. i d not co n sist wholly of d estructive cri ti ci s1n . 

He not on ly ex:po sed t h e tru e nature of many socia l r r o.cti c es 

:~.nd tr2..cl i ti on s but a lso offered many practica l su e;gesti ons 

for t heir corre ction or improvement . 



CR.APTER V 

EVllJK.TCE Cl!, ADDISON ' S I NFLUENCE ON SOCIAL REFOR1L: 

In q'le preceding chapters an at temp t has been made 

to esta bl ish the thesis of this study, Addison's i nfluence 

on social refo rm , by tra cing the forces wh ic h brought a1)out 

t h e g re ;-J,t need for moral and soci a l reform a t t he begi nn ing 

of t b e ei ghteenth century , by sh owing th'l t a c o,nbina tj_on of 

circu::n stan c es made work toward reform timely , by pointing 

out that Addi son ' s c haracter a nd training were i d. eo, l for 

l eader s h i p of t he movemen t , and most important of 2.11 , by 

setting f ort :1 h is criticisms of mor a ls and 11anne rs i n the 

light of : i s philos9 p hy of life . 

The purp ose of t h is c ha pt er is t o prove tba t / .dd is on 

d id e x ert a g reat influence on social reform . Ari examinat ion 

of Li s es say s on a est J1 etic t a stes , relig ion, mora lity , c1.nd 

s oci a l mann ers have shown that the underlying princi1Jl es up on 

·whic h h is criticisms are ba sed have in time been a cc e i) tecl a s 

the true fo undation upon which s oc iety is built . Alt b ouch 

some of the r eforms h e advo ca ted, s u ch as h i gher educ a t ion for 

wom en , s eem cormn onp l a ce to the mode rn reader , t h ey vrn re n ew to 

· h is cont emp oraries , a nd prove that he was f a r in advc:m c e of 
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h i s age . No extravagant claims are made for Addison . There 

have be en mor e pr ofound p h ilosophers and greater reformers . 

Reco gniti on ha, s.been g iven to the i d e a l co nd itions for r e­

form dur ing the :period . But Addison was the man who c oula_ 

mos t effectively direct t he movement . After all, Viise lead­

er shi p is ~h e most essential factor in such a mov ement , for 

wi t hou t it oth er factors favorin g re f orm woul d be d i ssipa t ed. 

Ref orm, like ot her c hang e s irL eivilization, is an 

a l mos t i mpercep tible process resu ltin g from va rious c auses . 

To cl a im that i ::mned i a te and complete reforms were e ffe c t ed 

by Addison ' s t e a ching s wo uld be absurd . However, t he re is 

evid en ce that h e was l arg ely responsible for n umerous refo rms 

i n t h e so cia l c ondu :ct of t he age . Of course, Addison vrrot e 

in co l-l a b orat ion with Steele, and receive d a i d from ot:1er 

essayists who se as sistance was inva luable; but it i s gener­

a lly admitted that Addison was the gu iding s p i r it of the 

Spectn ~_or l') oth in the p rog r am for refo r m and in the l iterary 

style and tone wh ic h c l1aracteri zed it. That t h e pa:;o e r enjoyed 

extreme p opu l a rity with t he read ing pu b lic and t hat it lio.d 

n um erou s i mit a tors of its style a nd subj ect-ma t ter ar e i nd ic­

at ions of Addison's influ ence . Al t h oug h entert a i nme~1t -i:r2~ s 

one pur pos e of th e paper, its c hief purpose (whi c h A~d ison 

rep ea ted l y d ecla.red ) wa s to instruct . In car :::'y i n g out.~.this 
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pu r p o s e, ,>l_ddison ' s wri tings grew more insistently n:orc', l as 

t he pape r advanced; and since h is reading public stead ily 

inc reasec", i t is natura lly a.ssrnned t:ba t h is cr i ticisms of 

s ocial life wer e n ot only being ac cep ted , but al s o approved 

by mc1,n;y readers . 

Reco g:1 i tion of Ad.di son's i nfl u ence on socia l reform 

may be found in the letters wr i tten by readers t o tbe .§~s_­

tator, in b io g r apbies and c r±tici sms of Add ison , ::::,n d i n 

li terary 2,nd soci al histories of the age . An ex cerrit or 

comment from each of tbese sou r c es sh ould b e sufficient t o 

subs t2.r:i tiate t h e beli e f t hat Addi son exerted gr eat i nf l u en ce 

on the soc i a l reform of h is ag e . 

The f ollovring p oem , writ ten by t h e po et l o.uJ~ec,t e of 

Eng l and , H~'ht.J.m Tate , wa s pr i nted in the Spe cta tor, Septe::nber 19 , 

1712: 

ON THE SPE CTATOR 

Wb. en fir st the Tatl er to a mut e was t urn ' d , 
Great Bri t a i n for he r cen oor ' ·s sil ence mourn ' d ; 
Ro bb ' d of b is sprightly bean1S , s h e wept the nj_sht , 
Ti 11 the Spe ct a tor rose and ]),laz ' d as b rigbt . 
So the first man the s un ' s f irst setting view' d , 
And sip;h ' d - till c ircling day h is joys renew' ,d. 
Yet, doubt ful 1-:iow tha t sec ond sun to name, 
'flhetb er a brig h t s uccessor , or t be s aJn e , 
So we : bu t now from this suspen s e a re free d , 
Since a ll agree , who bot h with judgment readi 
' T is t h e s ame sun, and doe s h i ms elf s ucceed . 

1 
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Samu el Johnson says in h i s Lives of the En r.: lisl1 I' oets.t - -- ----- ----
"Before tbe Tatlef and t h e Specta tor, if the writers for the 

the at er are except ed, Eng l and }7..a,d no masters of common life. 

No writer had undertaken to reform eit her t h e s avagenesG of 

n eg lect or the impert inence of civility; to t each whe n to 

speak or when to be silent, how to refuse or 110w to co mp l y . 

We 1•0r2,11ted not b ooks to tea ch us ou r mo re i rnrJor t ant du ties; 

bt1t an (?_r1:; iter elegant i a r ium, a j ud.ge of pro priety , W[~s y et 

wanting . 11 

I n his b iog raphy o f Addis on, W. J. Court h op e rn.aJc es 

this c ornmen t in rega r d to Addi so n ' s i nfluenc e in ref'on1in g tbe 

c orr,mon at ti t u.de towa r d marriage: ttDorimant and .§ir Po-o l i ~ 

Fl utte r fel t a s hame d of t hemselves. The cucl old disc",Il}) eared 

from t b e st2.g e . In society itself marriag e n o l on6 e1· c,}}p e2,red 

ridi cu l ous . " 
, 

P1·o babl y the co mment of Bonamy Dobree, who is not very 

c ompl i mentary to Add ison, t1t ha t h e a l ways woµ l d ran~: ;:,s a revered 

Cen~;: J1ioI__g~, a nd as one who bad leavened the most cri ti c o,l 

p erio d in En "lish mann ers", s ll ou l d be va,lued mos t ~ligb.l y a s 

evidenc e be c <--,,,use it was g iven so g rudgingly . Since rr::oma s 

Ba bingto::: Ma c~u l ay 's 2,dmira tio n of Add iso n is so extrc.vagant 

and so genera lly k nown , there is n o need to quote fro ~ b is 

b io graphica l a cco1.mt of Addison . 
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T}rn Encl.£lopaed i a of Soci a l Sc ien ces has a ve1~y 

definite stat ement a s to Add ison's position in the h istory 

of soci a l reform: 

He had a permanent influence on morals and journe,lism • 
• • • • • • He Vli.\ S t h e first Engl ish critic, in t h e light vein , of 
botl-:. rn or ::-,1s ' a nd manne rs •••••• :.His wide ran g e of interests 
in tbe cla ily problems of human lif e s 'erved bo t h h i s own a g e 
a nd p osterity •••••••• His g ood sense and hwnan ity, h is mor a l 
p urity ancl rever e n ce for the sublime in man and natur e, 2set 
him a s 2- r.1 ileston e in the progress of social criticisrr. . , 

Similar comments co u l d b e quo t ed indefinitely, hut 

these f ew ~re representative of the gen eral op i nion ~-s to 

Add i son ' s ~orth . Al t h ough t he re is so me d i fference of 

op inion :,,s to whether Addison has rendere d gre .s,ter service 

a s cm e sse,y ist or as a reformer, t here is n o d oubt t l;2, t he 

re:presents a c. efini te and si gn ifican t step fo r vrn,rd in tlie 

evolutiona ry pro cess of civilizat i on . 

2 
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