


























































































































































































































































CHAPTER V 

UMMARY, DJ CUS 'ION, AND CONCLUSlON

This quantitative study sought to investigate the trenus across developmental 

domains for a specific group of children with Down syndrome who recei, eu early 

intervention from an integrated intervention program. The developmental domains \Vere 

measured using the Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales. The sample for this study 

consisted of 81 children ages 18 months to 6 years. The data came from existing test 

scores from three non-profit early intervention pre-schools locnted in Tuscaloosa 

Alabama. and Dallas and Houston Texas. Each participant had at least three years of 

developmental test scores provided for use in the study. Thirty-nine males and forty-l\Hi 

females participated in the study. 

Discussion 

School Difjerences 

The participants from the Alabama program had greater scores at the start of the 

stud) than the Dallas and Houston schools; therefore school was included ns a factor in 

all the analyses of the present study. In hindsjght, these school differences are not 

surprising. The Alabama program is the original early intervention program which was 

funded in J 974 by the U . .  Office of Health, Education and \Velfare as a demonstratjon 

program designed to serve young children ,vith physical disabilities from birth to five 

years of age. The program was one of the first 150 early interYention programs that \Vere
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motor skills. There were no gender differences on the standard scores and socialization 

was highest for each of the three times the standard scores were measured: motor skiJis 

was the lowest. Alabama had highest scores overall, but all three schools tended to have 

their highest scores on socialization and their lowest scores on motor skills.

Adaptive behavior composite. On the adaptive behavior composite. standard 

scores for alJ participants decreased from time I to time 2 and held steady at time 3. 

Males and femaJes did not differ on the standard scores of the adaptive behavior 

composite. 

Percentile Rank 

For the Vineland Adaptive Behavi.or Scales the percentile ranks are available for 

the adaptive behavior composite and the developmental domains, but not for the sub­

domains. For all of the participants and all of the domains, scores dropped from time I lo 

time 2, bul Jid nut change from time 2 to time 3. tv·fotor skills \.Vere significantly lov;:cr

than the other three domains. There were no gender differences. Socialization do1nain had 

the highest percentile rank scores for each of the three times. and the motor skills 

percentile ranks were the lowest. 

Adaptive behavior composite. The adap'live behavior composite percentile rank. 

scores decreased from time l to time 2 and held steady at tim\,; 3. Males and females did 

not differ on the percentile rank scores of the adaptive behavior composite. 
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