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CHAPTER I 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

The preparation of young women for effective perform

all ce as homemakers is the primary purpose of homemaking 

instr uction at the secondary level. The preparation of 

t oday's young women must be a ppropriate for homemaking in 

tom or row's world. Th e dom est ic sci e nce skills, appropriate 

fo r e arly America, are no l onger adequate. Ho memak ing pro

gra ms pr esented currently may become o ~so l ete as the environ 

nJe nt ch a nges , and the environment i s changing fast . Fleck 

(1 3 ) empha siz ed that curr e nt change i s very r a pid . The 

se ni or ge ne ration witnessed chang e from the horse and buggy 

to the space capsu l e. Current pro gr am cont ent wi ll not 

sat isfy the needs of hom emake rs in th e year 2000 AD. 

Current r e l eva nce is e ssentia l, and th e content of 

homemaking programs should be alt e r ed continuously. Com 

mun ity studies and consideration of the for es ee able future 

s hould indicate neede d ch anges. Sp afford ( 37) c l a im e d that 

ma n cannot be educated to fit his environment, for no one 

can predict what that environment will be. Simpson ( 33 ) 

not e d that there is a l arge body of knowl edge and ski lls 
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commo n to all aspects of home economics. Food, shelter, 

chil d care, and economy are as significant now as ever. 

Unless the home, as it functions now and has functioned 

befo re, actually breaks down and is superceded by some other 

li ving arrangement, there is a common core of homemaking 

sub jec ts of continuing benefit. 

Creekmore (8) recognized the common core concept but 

ques tioned its soundness; the concept should not stifle inno

vat ion. A frozen curriculum is no more to be desired than 

unwarr anted change. Judgement is required to find a balance 

betwe e n needl ess change and in ert complacency with the 

trad itional. Continuous e va lu at ion i s nee ded no l es s than 

crit ical consideration of proposed ch a nges. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The purpose of homemaking in secondary school is to 

prep are adolescent girls for adulthood and the very real 

pro blems that will be confronted in making a hon1e. Amidon 

(1) s tre s sed the s ignific ant portion of the national work 

lo ad is required to maintain 53 million homes. Education 

to li ght e n that load i s of vi ta l import ance . According 

- to Slayton (3 5 ), the purpo se of home eco nomics i s to im

pr ove the quality and standards of individual and fa mily 

life throu gh education, r esearch , cooperative programs, and 
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pub lic information. Taba (40) recognized th a t an accomp lish

me nt of education was to enab le students to perform ski lls 

wh ich could not otherwise be performed. Homemaking teaches 

po ten tial hom emakers to perforrn the tasks involved in making 

a nd operating a home. Not the l east of the homemaking skills 

i s t he maintenance of congenial relationships between the 

per so ns in the home. Creekmore (8) indicated the importance 

of re lationships by defining the concept basic to home eco

nom ics a s the "study of man as a total being , his nea r 

en vi ro n me n t , and the i n t e ra c t i on bet \vee n th em . 11 Pa re n tho o d 

i s one of th e brightest facets of hom emak ing for e ither 

pare nt . Avery and Lee (3) stated that in pa r e nthood th e re 

i s t reme ndou s po tential for life to find mea ning, ye t many 

yout h are in ade quately prepared . Any incr eme nt in pr ep ar a tion 

of you th for parenthood which ho mema king contributes is 

wort hy of th e effort r equir e d. Parenthood is only one f acet 

of home mak in g . Branegan (2 8 ) def ined on e of the obje ctives 

of home eco nom ics as he lping th e individual s tudent to 

ach i e ve a rich and s a ti sfying li fe. 

Pool (25) ma intained that th e purpos e of homemaking 

could be best realiz e d by emphasis upon f am ily living, child 

- de ve l opment, and hom e managem ent. Pool inv es tigat e d the 

areas of hom emak ing em phas ized by Te xas homemak in g teachers 

and reasons for emphas is. F·indin gs v.te r e base d upon 
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to mai l ed qu est io nnaires from expe ri e nced homemak ing 

Pool found that more tha n thr ee -fourth s of the 

t e ache rs su rv eyed cons i dered empha sis on child de ve l opme nt, 

fam i ly livin g, and home manageme nt to be of much i mpor t ance, 

but that a greater propor ti on co nsid ere d emp hasi s on fo ods 

and nutr i t i on , and clothing and textil e s to be equa lly impor

tan t ; that trad ition a l skills continu e d to be emphas iz ed ; 

and that the goa ls me ntioned by Scott ( 32 ) in New Direct i ons 

we re not be ing ach i e ved . Two r eas ons for failur e to achieve 

t he goa l s were proposed : 1) greater teacher confidence whe n 

prese nting trad ition a l subjects, a nd 2 ) bette r avail ab ili ty 

of te xt books in the traditiona l ar eas . To co unter the 

~ xis ti n g condit i on , Poo l recommended r e feresher co ur ses for 

·::.ea che r s as needed t ·J continu e profe ss ion a l gro v;th and ma in

t a in hi gh stan dards of t eac hing , and discrimin a ting manageme nt 

of book a l lotm ents. 

Th e bas ic ski ll s of homemak in g have end ured . So l ong 

as home i mp li es f am ily and she l ter , basic sk ill s wi ll cont inu e 

t o be r e l e vant . Socia l tr e nds a r e co ncei vab l e that could 

des troy the home. Eas t (11) visua li z2d ho mes ofthe yea r 2000 

AD in whi c h tempora rily assoc i at in g coup l es would dwe ll; in 

which child care a nd dev e l opm ent would be a fu nction of t he 

State ; and in which tec hn ol ogy wou l d ha ve made obso l et e hom e 

mak ing ski ll s pr actic e d in contemporary ho mes . Co nt e ntion 
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with possib iliti es is not the purpose of current homemaking. 

At least for the foreseeable future , ho me wi ll conti nue to 

me an she l ter , food, c lo thi ng, offspring, and day to day living 

toge ther of the family gl·oup . Rumph (29) advocated retention 

of that wh i ch has stood the test of time and recepti vit y of new 

ideas . Th e author v1ro te , "In this effort v.Je cannot a fford 

to dis dain the old or neglect the ne\v." Bent and Kronenberg 

(4) saw secondary ed ucation as seeking to create a literate 

pe op le and to teach fundamental principles . Simpson ( 33 ) 

rec og nized that programs must adapt to the changing env ir on

me nt and to technologica l deve l o~ment , bu t a l so he ld that 

t he heritage ski ll s mus t be reta i ned. 

Faseler (1 2 ) observed accep tanc e of basic ski l ls by 

ho:ne makiilg st udents in Hondo High Schoo l , Hondo, Texas. 1~ 11 

ho mem aking students helped thei 1· moth e rs v.Jith houseviork. Tasks 

e njoye d most we re sew ing, cooking , and chi l d care . Fase l er 

e va luated the home economics progr am and dev e l oped and eva luated 

a course in per s on a l, fami ly, and socia l rel at ionships. Eval

ua tio n of the r e l ationships course was by administration of 

th e Sc ience Research Associates Youth Inventory to a hom emak 

ing class before and after exper i e ncing the course . Findings 

indicated decreased personal prob l ems a nd in crease d s e l f 

conf idenc e . Eva l uation of the hom emak in g program was by a 

sur vey of former stude nts. Faseler found th e most valu ed 



6 

to be foo ds and nutr ition, an d clo th i ng and t ex tiles, Ad di

t io nal instruction was in d ic a ted in child care and de velop 

men t, home care of the s i ck, and enter tainin g a nd serv ing. 

Unl es s homemaking programs are of cont inu ing benefit 

the purpose of the instru ct ion is lo st . Arny (2) believed 

that i nstr uction shou ld r es ult in chang e s in s tu de nts' be 

havi or , thinking a nd feeling . Accord in g to Saylor and 

Alex a nde r (31), l ear nin gs sho uld transm it know l edge , pe r

pet uate c ulture, and pr epa re youth for group life. Am id on 

(1) obse rv e d ev i dence that many gro ups recogn i ze d the funda

ment a l co n t ribution of home econom i cs eJ uc at i on to stre ngth e n

ing the fa mily. Quil l e n an d Ha nn a ( 2 7) noted some high 

s c 11 o o 1 s , e s p e c i a 1 1 y v o c a t i o n a 1 , \'I h i c h v1 e r e s u f f i c i e n t 1 y 

conce rned about be nefit ac cruing from at t endan ce to make 

fo llow- up st ud i es of gr a duates at pr e det e r mi ned in terva ls 

af ter graduat ion. Krug ( 20 ) report ed fo ll ow- up studies to 

dete r mine the contribution by th e sc hool tow ar d st udents ' 

abi lity to dea l with pr ob l em s of l iving . Gandy (1 4 ) saw home 

eco nomics as seeking to qualify girls tc cope with prob l ems 

to be so lv ed as homemak ers in post sch0o l li f e. Hatcher and 

Andrew s (16) saw the t eac hing of home e cono mic s as he l ping 

.. with ". . prob l ems calling for wise decisions a nd go od 

judgemen t, a nd the etern a l quest for a person a lly s a tisfy i ng 

I i f e i n a c o n s t a n t 1 y c h a n 9 i n 9 vi o r 1 d . 11 
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The premise that ho me mJking instruction will vary 

som ev1hat from one scl1ool dist rict to another stems from dif

fe ring needs of different schools. Conant (7) found basic 

pro blems of slum and suburban schools quite unlike. Dif

fere nces were caused by differing natures of families served. 

Swe ige rt (38) measured success of educational age nci es by 

abi lity to sense the nature of community env ironm ent. Quillen 

an d Han na (27) held loc a l ne eds should be de t erm ined by com

mun ity s tudi es . In making a n area study , Mann ( 21) com pen

sated for dissimilarity of schools by se ek ing subj e cts from 

seve ra l schools. 

Man n ( 21) inv es ti gate d th e adeq uacy or in adequa cy of 

homema king programs in a New Engl and Area . Findi ngs were 

base d on survey data from young ma rri e d hi gh school gr ad uate s, 

not mo r e th a n f iv e ye ars out of school. The study considered 

fam ily livin g , housing, managem ent, foods , and c l othi ng. All 

areas were found to be s ignific an t. Ar ea ho memak in g programs 

were f ound to be currently adeq uate but im pr ov eme nt s we re 

propose d. Mann conclud e d : ho mema kin g s hould be a fo ur year 

co urse ; stud ent s acce pted hom emak ing best in the s enior , 

jun ior, f1Aeshman, and s op homor e ye ars in t hat ord e r. Pres e nt a 

t ·ion of food an d c l oth·in g s houl d be ke pt on re a li st i c e co nom i c 

l e ve l s ; mock s hop pin g tri ps we re ef f ec tiv e , t~ b l e se tting 

a nd servin g were needed . Opportu nity to ente rtain, with 

s t udents pl an nin g and pe r f ormin g , s houl d be so ught but 
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en terta inment should be kept on the expected home level. Pre

se ntation of clothing repair was difficult, but should be 

stre ssed for value to ho memak ers with limit ed budget s . Furni

ture refinishing was unsuited for classroom presentation but 

cou ld be offer2d as home projects. 

Programs must be adaptable, for student needs change 

no l es s r ap idly than the environment. Bent and Kronenberg 

(4 ) a verred that af ter grad uati on stude nts go in many directions. 

The refore, pr og rams must also be fle x ible; so that students• 

exp e r i e nces may s er ve in whatever circumstances may ar ise. 

Heato n and Koopma n (17) ass um e d that ed uca t ors r egard education 

as a n insitution or progr am perp e tually trying to ad ju s t to 

new needs of s tudents and new de ma nds by society. Ov e rsensi

tiv e nes s of education to so ciety• s expe ctations was considered 

by Taba ( 40 ) to be at onc e a cur se and a bl e ssing. While 

g iving a certa in vigor to e duca tion , discontinuity of d irection 

res ulted from effo rts to sa tisfy e very public whim. Sands 

( 30 ) d i sce rn ed that hom e e conomics teach e rs e nd e a vor to pr e 

sent a progr am adaptab l e to needs and in ter es t of studen ts in 

prepara tion f or living in a chan ging society. 

Sands ( 30 ) e valua te d th e homemak ing pr ogr am of a large 

no r th Texas high schoo l. Gradu ates of th e fo ur years pre

ced ing the study , wh o had experi e nced thr ee years of hom ema king , 

we re s urvey ed . Areas eva lu at e d we r e foods and nu tr i tion , 



9 

c l othing a nd texti l es , management , f am il y and pe r so na l rel a 

tion sh ips, ch il d care and developme nt , and ho using . Sands 

foun d that t he homemaking pro gr am \vas adequate . The valued 

area s were foo ds and nutrit ion, ma nagem ent , and child c a re 

and de velo pme nt. Con c lu s ions we r e th at : more ex pe riences 

were nee ded in all areas of homemak in g; emp hasis shou ld be 

plac ed on re l a ting learni~gs i n on e area to thos e in another ; 

pers ona l and family re l ationships shou l d be giv e n adde d em-

p h a s i s ; i m p l i c a t i o n s of h om e rn a k e r - wag e e a r· n e r s t a t u s s h o u 1 d 

be em phas iz e d in manageme nt; and foods and nutrit i on sho uld 

be prese nted from the manag ement view point. 

·rhe dua l ro l e of homem aker - wage e arne r i s of increa s ing 

inte rest to homemaking prog r am p l a nners . Accord ing to Ha ll 

(15 ), many sec ond ary s ch oo l s are beg in ning to r ea liz e the 

iinp licatio ns to g i r l s of t he increasing port i on of mar ried 

wome n who work outside the horne . Ki e vit (1 9 ) r e vealed t ha t 

in 1920 on l y one of f i ve worke r s were women , and accord ing to 

i:he Women 1 s Gur ea u, United States De partme nt of Lab or, by 1965 

ove r a third of the nationa l l a bor forc e was wom e n. Si mpso n 

( 34 ) stated that 40 pe r ce nt of a ll wo me n in the Unit ed States 

'ii ork outsid e the home . Blo od ( 5 ) not e d th a t, t hough emp l oyme nt 

f or marr i ed wome n i s soc i al ly ac cept ab l e , the de c i s ion as to 

whe ther or not to \~ork i s mor e a matt e r of nee ds than of per·

s ona l preferen ce . Hughes (1 8 ) prop os ed th a t t he re is a need 
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to orient girls to implic a tions of homemaker - wa ge e arner 

sta tus that many will occupy. I mp licati ons a r e grav e for 

both prospect iv e dua l role homemak er s and homemak in g program 

planne rs. Acc or d ing to Ma theson ( 22), hom emak ing t eachers 

recog nize th e i mpo rtanc e of gainful emp l oymen t to the home

mak ing program, but hop e that conc er n for dua l role instruc

ti on will not oversh adow home econom ic s ' tradi tional concern 

for home and f am ily lif e. 

Ma th eso n ( 22) surveyed a group of young wome n gradu ate s 

of Orego n high s chools. Th e participa nt s had exper i enc e d a t 

leas t two years of hom emak in g and were s i x yea rs out of schoo l. 

The pr imary pur pose of th e inqu iry was to determ in e whe t her or 

n o t h a v i n g e x p e r i e n c e d h o 1H ern a k i n g i n s t r u c t i o n h a d a n i n f 1 u e n c e 

upon em otional response to pe rfo nna nce of sk ills l ea r ne d in 

homemak ing classes . 1•1a theso n found t ha t homemak ing in st ruc t ion 

did not have an in f lu e nce upon r esp on se to performa nce of 

skil l s l earned in ho memak in g . A by - product of th e inquiry 

was ap prov a l of 15 subm i tted experiences for inclu s ion in cur

rent homemaking programs . Th e accept ed experie nces were 

id e nt i f i ed as component s of the foods a nd nutritio n , c lo th ing 

and tex tiles, ma na gem e nt, and hous ing a r eas . 

The appa r e nt complex ity of homemaking program pl anning 

i s d i smay in g . Prog r ams mus t be ada ptab l e , f l ex ib l e , of con 

t ·in u i ng benef it , inclu s i ve of th e bas i c sk·i ll s , and prov i de nt 
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fo r dissim il ar schoo l s and dua l role i mp li catio ns. Not only 

is cur riculum i mpro vem ent never finished, as held by Doll 

and others (10), but curri c ulums must be continuously mod ifi ed 

to mee t changing co nditi ons . Po pu l a tion mobi lity c hanges 

commu nities by interchange of re siden t s . According to Pucinski 

(26 ) 50 mi lli on Amer ic a ns move th e ir residence ann ually. 

Rura l sch ool s confront the expe c tat i on that the youth a tt end 

in g wi ll mig rate t o urb an a r eas . McGra th a nd John son (23) 

rec ko ned that 85 per cent of matur i ng youth in rural communities 

vJil l ear n liv e lihoods in no n-a gricu ltur a l pursu its. Community 

ex pectat i ons must be satisf i ed to in sure continu ed s upport . 

Sa ylo r a nd Alex ander ( 3 1) regard e d pub li c cr itici sm of educa

t i on as democracy at work in an ef fort to free l y in fluence 

dec isio n making . The authors coun s e l ed workers to ana lyz e 

comm unity opin i on astute ly, and then decide what pos ition to 

ta k2 on issu es raised . 

Th e common core conc e pt, prese ntation of th e basic 

sk ills, offers a relatively s i mp l e s olution of th e apparen tly 

c omp l ex prob l em . Brown ( 6 ) support ed th e commo n core concept 

by c l a i ming t!lat a li be r a l ed ucati on i s ach i e ved by a broad 

base of l earning experi e nces th e facu lty be li eves eve ry stud ent 

needs . Th e basics are un iv ersa ll y re l evant. Adaptat ion to 

lo ca l needs and techno l og ical advances i s ac co mp li s he d by 

modif i cation or i nterch ang e of units . Specia l ne e ds can be 

sat i sf ied by uniqueness i n periphera l a r eas . Po pulation 
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mob i li t y wi ll not unduly inc onven i e nc e disp l a c ed y out h . The 

prog ram will be ba s ic, adap t ab le, fl ex i bl e , pra cti ca l for 

wor kin g wome n, of conti nuing be nefit, an d r e l e van t in dis

simi la r d i st ri c ts. 

I de ntifi ca tion of di ff i c ul t i e s for homemake r s would 

sim pl i fy program pl an ning. Smi t h (36) in quir e d int o the 

prob lems e nco unt e r ed mos t by yo un g mot her s who se oldest 

c h i 1 d \v a s n o t b e y o n d t h e s e c o n J e 1 e m e n t a r y s c h o o 1 g r a d e . T h e 

stud y corre l a t ed di ff iculti es wi t h ec on on1i c s tat us a nd nu mbe r 

of c hi l dren . Th e sources of he l p use d most by sub j e cts we r e 

d ;~ t e rrn i ned . Da t a were gat her e d by persona l in terv i ew . Th e 

s i ~ fo l l ow i ng areas were in ves tigat ed: c l oth i ng, ma nageme nt , 

Jrt ap p l -i ed to th e honie , human deve l opm e nt , hous i ng an d equ ip-

n1 c !l t , a n d f o o ct s a n d n u t r i t i o n . Fin d in gs · ind i c a ted d i ffic ul t i e s 

in a l l a r eas . Ar ea e va lu at i on was not attempte d . Sou rc es of 

he l p most use d vie r e mag a z i n e s , 111 ot he r s , a nd sa 1 e s pe r so n n e 1 . 

0 t !1 e r s o u r c e s m e n t i o n e d we r e n e \'I s p a o e r s , r a d i o a n d t e 1 e v i s i o n , 

home lilak·i ng t ea c he r s , and doctors . 

Meas ureme nt of res ult s i s sometim es neg l ected . The bes t 

of programs , adequat e l y s upport e d by admin i stra t i on a nd exec u

tio n, must be pe r i odica ll y eva l uated to ass ur e cont i nue d 

re l e va nce . Changings nee ds may make ob so l e te port i ons of 

exce l-l e ntl y co nceived prog r ams. Sv1e i gert ( 39 ) v1rote .". 

the co nt i nuin g a ssessme nt of ne e ds . . i s the app ropr i a t e 
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e valuation of how wel l educ a tors are do ing their job . 

Ma theston (22) held that periodic evaluat ions must be made 

II 

to detern1ine homemaking's success in preparation of youth for 

l ife in a changing env iron men t. Nelson (24) claimed that 

curr icu lum impl ementation and evaluation must include all 

loca l personnel effected by those processes. Sands (30) sug-

oeste d that home econom ics programs must be reviewed con

tinu ous ly to aid ed uc ators in selection of appropr iat e and 

ef fec tive experiences for presentat ion to youth in preparation 

for latter twentieth century life. Whether a program be good 

or bad is of no consequ e nce; it shou ld be mea s ured r eg ul ar ly 

for id ent ification of inadequacies or for assu rance of con

ti nued re l evance and adequacy . 

Gandy (14) e valuat ed th e homemak ing pro gra m of an Oh io 

scho ol distr i ct by survey of the opinions of gir l graduates 

seve ral years after graduation. The s tated purposes of Gandy's 

s t u d y \'I e r e t o d e t e r m i n e c u r r e n t m a r i t a l a n d h o m e m a k i n g s t a t u s , 

dua l r ole status, opinions of those who experienced homema king 

inst ruction conc e rning i ts value to pract icin g ho memake rs, 

and need for homemak in g i nstruction of tho se who did not e l e ct 

it in sc hool. Findings we re th at most girl s ma rr i ed within 

two years af te r gra duation. Fifty- s ix per cent worked e ith er 

fu ll or part tim e and two t hirds of the work e rs we r e working 

mothe rs. Eight-six per ce nt of al l re spo nd e nts wou l d recommend 
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homemaking for curr e nt hi gh schoo l girls. Fourteen pe r cent 

did not e l e ct homen1ak in g beca use of l ac k of in terest in the 

subjec t s a nd 14 per cent wo uld not r ecommend ho1nemak i ng fo r 

prese nt students. The r epe tition of proportion of those who 

had no interest a nd thos e who would not r ecomme nd h o~emak in g 

for curre nt stud en ts was probably more t han mere coincid e nc e . 

Homemak ing l earnin gs were be i ng used widely by thos e wl1o ex

pe ri enc ed mor e th an two years of in structi on whi l e tho se who 

had l ess than thr ee years re l i ed hea vil y upo n ma ternal 

yuida nce for solution of hom emak i ng problems. 

STATE ME NT OF PROB LEM 

In sn1a l l sc hoo l systems on e t ea cher i s often th e e ntir e 

homema king department. So l ong as the dep ar tm e nt func t ions 

smoo thly there i s l itt l e supervision other than admin i strativ e . 

Such a condition existed i n Lak e vi ew High Sc hool . Som e thing 

more concrete than the t ea ch e r ' s op inion was needed for pro

gram eva lua ti on. Thi s study wa s und e rt aken to sati s fy th a t 

need. 

Pos i t i ve i dentification of areas an d expe r i e nc es in 

hom ema ki ng th a t were of great utility to active hom ema ke rs 

was need ed . A community survey of young ho1n ema ke r s was s e l ec t e d 

as a suitable method of study. Membe rs of Ha ll County ch apte :· s 

of the Young Ho memakers of Tex as were se l ected as suitab l e f or 
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study . Sui tab ility was in dica ted by : 1) current l y in cir-

cumst an ces sim il a r to expe cted circu ms t a nces of current home-

maki ng students a few yea rs henc e , 2 ) th e group r es ided in 

the comm unity, and 3) interest in be t ter homemak i ng v1as 

esta blished by activity in homemakers 1 clubs. 

The purposes of the study we re: 

1) To determine the r e l ative ut ili ty to young 
hom emakers of Ha ll County, Texas of the 
seve ral areas a nd exp e r i e nc es t a ught in 
homemak in g at the se ve r a l schools attended . 

2) To determine which areas and expe ri e nces 
curr e ntly taug ht in homem ak i ng at Lake vi ew 
!!igh School sho uld be continu e d in esse n
ti a lly th e i r pr es e nt form and con t e nt; 
wh ich sh ould be up- gr aded to curr e nt use 
fu ln ess ; and which s houl d be s upe rc ede d 
by more approp riat e s ubj ec t matte r. 



CHAPTER II 

P R 0 C E D U R E 

This study was made to assure continu e d ad eq uacy and 

rele va nce of homemaking as pres e nt e d by Lakev i ew High School, 

Lake view , Texas. Th e purpose was accomplished by determining 

the ut ility of homemaking are as and exper iences provided 

Young Homemake r s of Texas of Hall County by the se ve ral 

sch oo l attended . Mem bers of Hall County chapters of Young 

llome ma kers of Texas were s urv eyed by mai l ed questionnaires . 

Age , homemak ing activity , and dem onstr a t e d in t e r e st in bette r 

ho:nern ak in g es tablish ed suitab ili ty of tile group f or study. 

Ava ilab ility of surv ey subjects dictat e d that th e s urv ey be 

c o u n t y vi i d e • 

H a 1 1 Coun ty i s an a g r i c u ·1 t u r a 1 are a near th e southeas t 

co rne r of the Texa s Panhand l e . Ther e are no mi nera l resource s 

nor mineral based in dus trie s in the county . Hall is not a 

prospe rous co unty. Accord in g to th e Tex as Al manc ( 41), the 

cou n ty eco nom ic ind ex i s 0 .0 66 as compared to a Den ton County 

inde x of 0 . 266 a nd a Da ll as County ind ex of 12.4 89 . Th e po pu-

- l a tion l e ve l i s r e l at iv e ly stab l e . Th e 1960 ce ns us t a lli ed 

Ha ll County' s popu l at ion at 7, 322 . By 196 7 "She rop ul at i on had 

increased to 7,771. Migration and i mm i gra tion roughly ba l ance. 

1 6 
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Cot to n far ming is the principal occupati on and cotton gi nning 

the princi pal industry. Other Hall County indu s tries are a 

mo bi l e home fabrication plant and a te xtil e mill which pro

duc es sheeting. Both are in Memphis, the county seat and 

the c ounty's large s t community. The po pulation of Me mp his 

in 1960 was 3,352. 

La ke vi ew is a co mmunity of about 350 peopl e l ocate d 10 

mi les wes t of t~ e m p his. Th e to v1n is s upporte d by h 1o cotton 

g ·i n s , a f a r111 e r s ' c o o p e r a t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n c e n t e r , t h e L a k e v i e \'1 

scho ols, a few loc a l businesses, and t r ade wit h local f armers. 

Lake vi ew i s d i s tinctly rural. 

Two c hapt e r s of Youn g Homemak e rs of Texas we r e a c t iv e in 

Hal l Coun ty . A ch ap t e r in Mem phi s had 27 membe r s and a Lak e

'' i e v.J c h a p t e r 11 a d 1 5 . N am e s a n d a d d r e s s e s o f m e 111 b e r s w e r e 

ob ta in ed f r om ch apt e r sec r eta ri es . A l e t t e r of t r a nsm i ttal, 

req uest in g help in ma kin g th e stud y , a nd a quest i onn a i re we r e 

ma ile d to ea ch Youn g Homemake r. A stampe d and se lf- addresse d 

en ve l ope was in c lud ed. Comp l e t e d ques t i onn aires we r e r e t urn e d 

by 30 membe rs, a 71.5 pe r cent r espo nse. 

Th e in s tru me nt s ubmit te d th r ee gro ups of r e quests . Th e 

· f irst sect ion r e ques t ed pe rso na l da t a . There were 20 qu e s tion s 

as to age , e duc a ti on, mar i ta l s ta tus, r e li g i on , a nd o th e r bac k

gro und data . Th e pur pose of th e pe r s ona l data s e c ti on wa s to 

de te r min e t he ch a racte r of th e sam pl e . 
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The body of th e ques tionnair e was a n ada ptation of 

the instrume nt used by Faseler (1 2 ) in mak ing a study in the 

Hond o Indep e ndent Scho ol district . Fas e l e r's i nstru ment was 

subm it ted to former students from one school . Th e instrument 

used in thi s study by the present inv esti ga tor was designed 

for s ubmission to for me r students from s e vera l schools. 

The re fore, this questionnaire was , of nec e ssity , more compre

hens ive than its pred ecessor. 

Value rat in gs of exper ienc e s in e i ght widely taught 

area s of homem a king we re requ ested . The a re as were: l) foods 

and nutrition, 2) c l othing for the f am ily, 3 ) re l a tions hips: 

pers ona l, fam ily, a nd soc i a l, 4 ) ch il d care a nd de ve l opme nt, 

5) housing f or the f am ily, 6 ) home care of t he s i ck , 7) bud 

get ing a nd fi na nc e , and 8 ) Futur e Homemake r s of Ame rica and 

Young Hom emakers of Texas. There were 17 4 expe ri e nces sub

mitte d for e va lu ation. 

Subj e cts were a sk ed to rat e each expe ri e nc e as to va lu e 

upo n a t hr ee point sca l e . Valu e ratin gs r equest e d were ''much 

val ue, " " some value," or "l ittl e valu e ." Provision v1as made 

for respon de nts to express a wi s h to have had exp e rienc es 

vt h i c h \v e t e n o t p r e s e n t e d . 

rh e third sec t i on of the ques tionnair e was a s uggest ion 

s hee t whi c h gave r esponde nts a n opportunity to in d ic ate a rea s 
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or ex per i ences wh ich were of less valu e than ot hers , to 

reco rd how ho me making cou ld ha ve helped more , and t o id e ntify 

Jrea s or exper i ences in wh ic h th ey fel t most confidence. 

Expe ri en ces taken from Fase ler 1 s study (1 2 ) we re 

ide nti fied by an asterisk und er the exper ience number . 

ANA LYTIC AL TECHNIQUE S 

Much of the pe r so na l data we r e analyzed by cons i deration 

of s umma ti ons of tabu l ated da t a . Some mea ns were derived and 

cons idered . Stat i stical manipulat i on of persona l da t a was not 

atte mpted in th i s study. 

All re l ated works revi ewed made ev a lu at ion s in desc r i p

tive te rms, su ch as : much valu e , impor tan t, ne e d of , and 

othe r effor ts to express degr ees of va lu e . A nee d for pre

cise meas ureme nt and an e va lu at ion sca l e was eviden t. A 

met hod whereb y precis e scores we re derived from imprec i se 

eva luations by individua l s was de ve l oped and i s s ubmitted. 

Va lu e rat ing s of exper i e nces and wi shes of respo nde nts 

f or expe ri ences which were not offered we re t abul a ted . The 

r a t i n g s 11 111 u c h v a 1 u e , 11 11 s om e v a l u e , 11 a n d 11 1 i t t l e v a l u e 11 \'1 e r e 

as sig ned numer i cal va lu es of th r ee l t wo, and one, respective l y . 

" ~! i she s 11 were va lu ed as a 11 SOme valu e" rat in g . 11 L i t t l e v a l u e " 

r a tings were g i ven a va lu e of one by r ea son in g that me r e c l ass 

attendance was wo r th someth in g more th a n zero . 
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Th e numerical va lues of rating s g iv e n e ach exper i e nce 

we re summed. The summa tions we re not compara bl e by vi r tue 

of t he di ffe ring numbe r of ratings g i ve n differ e nt expe riences. 

A pr oport ion of the maximum possibl e summa tio n of ratings was 

ad op ted as the experience s core. Th e max im um possibl e sum

mat io n was derived by multiplying th e number of ratings on 

t he experience by three, the maxi mum numerical equivalent of 

~ a lue ratings. The score was the ratio of the summation 

of a ct ual ratings t o the max i mum poss i bl e s umma tion, carr ied 

to t he se cond de c i ma l place. Such rat io s were found to be 

com pa rab le a nd me aningful. 

An e valuation scale was des ign e d . Sin ce s cor es were 

p l' o port i on s , the max i rn u m score w o u l d be l . 0 0 . Th e m ·j n i rn u m 

s core , the low est sca le point, wou ld occur if all r at ings 

vJ ere " li tt l e valu e " v1ith a num er ic a l va lu e of one . Th ot 

s core would be 0.33. 

An ex peri e n c e of 11 s om e v a 1 u e " to a 1 1 who rated i t 

sho uld be an acc e ptoble component of the hom ema kin g program. 

An ex perie nce s o rated wo uld pro duc e a scor e of 0.67. All 

exper i ence s scoring mor e tha n 0. 66 we re acc ep t e d wi tho ut 

f 11 r t he r an a 1 y s i s . 

An ex pe ri e n c e r at e d of " some va l u e li by h a 1 f the ra t i n g s 

a n d o f " 1 i t t l e v a l u e " by t h e o t h e r h a 1 f vi o u l cJ s c o r e 0 . 5 0 . 
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Expe r iences scaring l ess tha n 0.50 were r e jecte d as uns uit

ab le f or pre se ntation in ho memak ing. 

Expe riences scoring f rom 0.50 to 0.66j inclusive, were 

rega rde d as inconclusiv e ly scor e d, and the data were test ed 

by Ch i sq uare ana ly sis. The null hypoth es i s t ested was th a t: 

11 A sa t i s f actor y ex peri e n c e for i n c 1 us i on i n the home m a k i n g 

pro gram v1ould be of at l ea st 11 some valu e 11 to 0. 60 of the 

home make rs v1h o rated that exp e ri e nc e . 11 The hypoth es is was 

reje cted whe n th e probabi li ty of erro r was gre a ter than 0.05. 

Reje ct i on of t he null hypoth es i s resu lt e d in a uto mat ic r e 

ject ion of the ex perience for which data we r e t es t e d. 

The sugges tion shee tj the th i rd port i on of t he ques tion 

~ air e , requested r espo nsd e nts' op inion s on thr ee items : 

I ) ·i n VJ h a t are as or ex pe ri e n c e s d i d r es p o r1 dents fee 1 l e s s 

~e ll prepared by homemak in g th a n in oth e rs? 2 ) how co uld th e 

homema k in g prog r am have he l ped r espo nd e nts mor e? a nd 3 ) in 

what area s d i d r espond e nts have mos t conf id e nce? Re pli es we re 

tab ulat eds s ummated , a nd compared to va l ue r a ti ngs de riv ed 

f r om data obta in ed i n t he second s e ct i on of th e ques ti on na ir e 

and t o findings of r e l ated studies . 

Th e l et ter of t rans mitta l and th e ins tru ment f ol l ow . 
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P. 0. Box 387 
La keview , Texa s 79239 
1·1 a y 1 , 1 9 6 9 

Dear r~ rs . 

t~ i 1 1 y o u p 1 e a s e h e l p me ? I a m m a k i n g a s u r v e y o f a 1 1 t h e 
Young Ho mema kers in Ha ll County, and since ther e are fewer 
than 50 of yo u, each one's opinions are of gr eat value to 
1112. 

I am writ i ng my thesis, for Texas Wo man 's Univ e rsity, based 
on the ans we rs to the en clo sed questionna ire . I a l so plan 
to re vise the cour ses of study in th e l oca l hi 0h s choo l, 
an d I nee d to know wha t you f e e l should be accented and wha t 
is of l ess va lue to you as a ho memaker . Since Young Ho me
Jnake r s r ece ived th e i r ed uca t ion s at d i fferent schoo l s in 
'.'I i d e 1 y s c a t t e r e d a r e a s , y o u w i 1 l n o t h a v e a l 1 s t u d i e d t h e 
same thin gs. 

\'J i I 1 y o u p l e a s e : 

l) Answe r th e ques tio ns on th e data s heet concern 
i ng yours e lf. 

2 ) Check the 1 i st of experi ences offered in your 
homemakin g c l asses. Ev e n if you d id not have 
homem a king in schoo l, pl ease l e t me knov1 v;hat 
you wi s h tha t you had l ea rn ed . Your r e pli es 
v1il l be kept confid e ntia l a nd a nonymo us. 

I app r eciat e ve r y muc h your cooperat i on i n he l ping me mak e 
this study . 

S in ce r e l y yours, 

Mrs . Loui se DeSpain Cl a rke 
Ho memak i ng Tea che r 
Lake vi ew Hi gh Sc hool 
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A STU DY OF THE EFFEC TIV ENESS OF HOi·iU1 AKHIG PROGRM1S - ---- - - - -- - - - - - --·- ---- ----

EX PE R I Ef'J C E IJ BY Y 0 UN G H 0 ~~ E 1 ~ 1 AK ER S 0 F 

The f ollowing is a request for i nform a tion conc e rn in g the in
div id ua l You ng Hom emake rs of Ha ll Coun ty , Texas . This, li ke 
al l othe r infor ma ti on s ubm i tted i n r ep l y to this questio nnaire , 
wil l be r ega rded and t r eated as bein g of a confid ential nature . 

rlam e Date ------

l. Are you sing le _ _ , ma rried _ __ , divorced vJ i do v;ed ? 

2 . \oJ hat i s yo ur age ? ___ _ 

3 . How many years of marr i ed li fe hav e yo u exoeri2nce d? 
' --

4. Ho~v ma ny ch·i1dr e n in your fam il y '? __ Boys? __ Girls? __ _ 

:=i . \·i h a t i s t h e i r a g e s p r e a d ? A g e o f o 1 d e s t ? _ _ Y o u n g e s t ? __ _ 

6 . 0 l! r i n g VI hat school yea r s d i d you ,~ e c e i v e h o i l l P ill a k i n g i n-

st ru c tion? 19 __ to a nd includin g 19_ . 

7. lt! hich courses did you co mp l e te? Homemak in g I 
Ho111emak in g II 
Homemaking II I 

8 . H o 'li m a n y s urn me r p r o j e c t s d i d you c o ill p l e t e ? ----

9. What yea r did yo u graduate f ro m hig h s chool? --
10. If you did no t gra duate from hi gh sc hool, dur ing or af ter 

vv hi ch year did you stop? ___ _ 

l 1. Why did you di scont inu e your ed ucat i on? 
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12. If you are att end ing co llege or univers i ty or if you have 

attended such, pl ease give : 

a ) Identification of ·inst itution ------------------------
b) Your ma jor subject 

c) After graduation plans ---
13. Are you a hom ema ker? 

14. Do you work outside of your home? Yes No ---

1 r· ::> . 

1 6. 

1 7. 

If so , do you work full-ti me or part - t i me ____ ? 

I f s o , d o y o u 'v-/ o r k r e g u 1 a r 1 y __ , i n t e r m i t t e n t 1 y ___ , 

or on 1 y o c cas i on a 1 1 y __ ? ( P 1 ease check cor r ect an s \v e r s ) 

~~ h a t i s y o u r h u s b a n d 1 s o c c u p a t ·j o n ? _ __ _ 

What is your chu rch affili at ion or pre fe r ence ? 

Do yo u liv e in a ren t ed house , a h o u s e y o u o 1r1 n ___ _ 

a house your pare nts or in-laws own , or a hou se you 

a r e buying _____ ? 

18. Pl ease li st the r espo ns i bilitie s you assume in: 

Community Church Oth er 

--------------

19 . What are your hobbi es ? 

2 0 . \·J h a t a r e y o u r f a v o r i t e f o r m s o f e n t e r t a i n 111 e n t ? ---
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LEA RN ING EXPE RI ENCES OFFERED IN HOMEM AK ING CLASSES 

I am in tere sted in know in g which experiences offered in your 
ho memak i ng pro grams have bee n of va lu e to yo u since l ea ving 
hig h scho ol. Pl eas e read t he fo ll ow ing li st of exper i e nces 
ca ref ully a nd in: 

Column I: Check the experiences t ha t yo u had 
in your ho memaking c l asses . 

Column II: Check t he experiences th a t yo u ha d 
as to thei r va lu e to you acc ording 
to the code: 

t~ u c h . 
Some . 
Littl e 

Ex pe ri ences of much va lu e . 
Experiences of some va lu e . 
Experiences of li tt l e va lue. 

Co lumn III: Che ck the exp e ri e nces th a t yo u did not 
hav e and which yo u now wish that you 
could ha ve had . 

FOODS FOR 
EXPERIENCES 

T H E FA 1'1 I L Y 
- --- ---------------i 

EXPEF< IE NCES HAD 

VA LUE OF 
EXPE RI ENCES EX PERI ENC ES 

t·l ilT I vJI SH I 
u 
C T COU LD HAVE 
H [ L 

HAD I E 
=--=--=------·_--:--==--:::::::_--_----==--====t-:======----~-t--·· --i---- --

l. Study of met hod t o 
* c heck fami l y mea l s 

for inclu s ion of 
es s ential f oods. - - -----------

2. t·1ea l p l anni ng in 
* c hart form f or 

eva luati on of nu t ri-

- ---------- +----+---r - - r----------

-- ---- t i_Q_!l_~_l_y a 1 J:!_e_:. __ _ _ + ---------t------r-- -r----- - -

~
- HO'I'i to p l an nutri-

x tious meals fo r 
th E~_ f a in 1~L:._ ____ ___ ·- ----- - --- ·----t- - r----t- - --- - ----

'+ . Hov; to pr epar e mea 1 s 
I ' f . . j . L:__i or t n e · d i~2_li.;_ _ ___ _j _______ ._ _ _ ,__ ___ ---1----'--- - - - - ---4 
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' ' ' - EXPERIE NCES EXPERIEN CES 
--I .~;R Ef1 cooo~ 1·: oR\1 VAL UE OF 

EXPERIENCES 
L THE F MH L Y r~ s i i J I \-! I s H I 

ll ----1 H~D ~ ?E~ II i \C OULD HAVE 

L ll AD 
EXP tR IENCES I H 

i E _L_ 
r=:=~====-===·=-====~=-=======*~~== ~==~~======~ 

~. Lea rning to prepare j 
* one food in a vari- · 
--~ t y _Q_f~.-'s=-'-· -----1--------- I 

6 . t'\ s s um i n g r es po ns i - -~·~ -----
>< b ility f o r e ntire 

p l an ning a nd pre-
pa ration of a serie i 
of mea l ? __ at horne. ~ 1 

7. Learn in g to make I 
* rn c:trket ord e r s . _ _ L__ ···-·-·------- ··---·--------- -···------- ' 

' 8. Le a r·ning to prep a r e J I 
* "left-o ve rs" for 1 

__ !he J a m_i_ly_. _______ L ______ ·--r--- --~~~----it-----------
1 9 . Lea r n i n g t h 2 co m par~ l'L 
I foo ds wit h ho me pre+ 
1 * il t"ive cos t of fro ze rl I 
j __ Ja red food s . I -·------+---+!- ___ _ 
jl~ . L e~ r ni ng t he comp a r- 1 I I 

at 1v e food co s t s in ~· 

I 

re l a tion to nutri-
t i o na l va l ue . -------

1 1 . Lea r n i n q th e d i f f e Y'J 
* e n t f o 11~1 s i n vi h i c h I 

milk i s avai l a bl e 
a nd the use of i t in 

---+-----+---r- ----
i t s v a r i o us for ms i n 

___ _!Tl e a LJ2 r· e ~?...a r_~li_Q__fl_. --+--------+------ ___ __J___ --·--- -! 

12 . Le a rning the i mpo r- I 
* tance of va riou s I 

nu t r1 ents in t he I 
di et a nd foo d 
so ur ces from which 
they a re ava il ab l e- J' 
f ats , carbo hydrate s 
prote in s, v i ta min s , · 

I a nd min e ra l s . j 
' I L_ _____________ _,__ _______ _,__ _ _ c.... _ ___;_l ___ ! - - -----1 
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~~--AREA: FOODS FOR 
I EX pER I EN c E s ~X PER IE N_C li_ EX PER I EN C E S 
I VALUE OF I 

--- ---------~~~__r_~~I-LY - ~ I ~ 6 I i i I wIsH I 

EXPERIENC ES H E T 
HAD c M T I·COULD HAVE 

L H.~D 
=-== =:-=-==--===-=- -==-----· ·· ------:-~-::: -= -'--- . i-. L=f=:-===== =t 
13. Stu dy of ma ln utri-
* tion or "hidden 

hunge r" of people 
~<iho eat plenty of _l_j. 
f ood. 

----·-----------~-----------+--~-- ---------~ 

1 __________________ ):...____ __ 
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I I V/-\ LUE OF I 
i._X P E_~~!~L~_UEX PER I ENC E S 

~ EXPER I"TENCES I L 

I. ;'\REA: FOO DS FOR 

jrJ S j I I \</I S H I 

~ ~ ~ T COU LD HAVE 

HI[ FAiH L Y 

EXPERIENCE S HA D H E II ~ i 
E j HAD 

.-::=:::::·c:::-=.:::=--'--::.occ=:==---c==::.·==----i===-=-=---=---- -= = -·=-=-c=}= =~-:.. -r=-===-=:=·=· 

122. Study o f t he use I i-+--
* of t he : 1 I 

Pressur e coo ke r L-- - ---; 
Broi l er 1 I 

23--. S t~:~~~~:~ e ---f------T--+-~---~~~ -_J__-----+-, -----
·k fea t~res t o ~o o k 11 

1 

1 

for when b uy1n g a : 
Range , 
Re~;rige r ator I I I . 
0 ·j s h Vla s he r r-- r-- i i -----
C -1oth e s drye r L ____ _L -+---, --r====-
\,1 a s h i n. g m a c h ·j n e I_ ____ I 1 · 
F r e e z e r ____L i __ L _ ______ ___ _ 

12~~Stucl~- o-f ho\v to I ~-- l 1 
l_~_s:_t_!}'~t; _ _ ta b ~:.______ I ___ \ _j _______ _ 
[2 ~. ;~~~"--~~/ c:pta~~e I__ _L I ______ _ 

'! 2 6 . S t u cl y o f t h e i c1 e n tiT I' J-· -·· 
* fication o f cuts of j 

b·:-~: ~ ~; of the p r i ~-:-:----· l - ~----·----
1 * ciple s of rneat I I J 
1 CI)Okery. . 
lzs. Study of·t-he pr i n- 11 :------- -

~~* cip l es of vegetab l e 
cook e_c..z_~-- --- ----r----- ------:----t--

12 9 . S t u d y o f h o VI to Ill e a ~ I I 
1 * sure accu rate l 11 . I I I 

r~,~-; ~~~{ i~·: ~~<~~~ --T ~ il -r----
-· ~ p r e p a r a t i o n o f : 1

1 1 

l Yeast breads 1 I -+--
1 Pastr i e s I · I . _ _,___ I · -----1 

I I--- . ----r-- I I :, Biscuits I 

. ~~; ~~ es 1L------------t--+ T =t=--------

.1------ ---------
1 ------·-- ~- 1-T-----__ _l _ ____L 
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P-- I Vt'\LUE OF I . 
R E ,1\ : F 0 0 D s r- 0 R I EX pER I EN c E s _l0_P_l R I _t~!_LI EX p E ;( I EN c E s 

T H E F M1 IL y ~ til s ~ I I ~! I s H I 

··--------·------------,~ H:D ~ ~ i !!COULD HAVE 

EXPER IENCES H t 
I I L HAD 

~3T=n,m ~s~i~c~~h-e I -~,LE ~~=~== 
1
32. Sttl~~o-f ___ tl-1 ;·-c-o_s_t~+1l' ~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~--~~· 

o f g roceri e s to 
___ fe~~- the fa.r!l i l y. _I _____ ~-+---~~ - __ _ 
3 3 . S tu dy of nev1. foods I 

and the cult1va- 1 

t ion of a taste for ll ! 
n e \'I foods . -+----~---+---+-·____.....,! ___ r---------

3~-S t u d ~~ -;; vJ h a t to !j 

l ook for on a 
l abe l and how t o I 

I com pa re the cos t s \' 
,_. _____ of _c ~n 11_ e 9_g_ o o d s . --+'---~----1r--
35. Study of the use 

of a me nu a nd how 
to or de r a mea l in 

36. S tudy of ho'"' to \ 
s er ve a me a l pro- 1 

_pe rl_t_. i I --- - -·- -·-·----- -------,..-- -+----+---'--~---------! 

3 7. S tudy of the c om- 11 

parat iv e cost of 
pack aged mixe s vs. 1 

home prepa r ed I j 
mea l s and of the 1 ·1 1 

____ _ S:_Q.!~!JL~ rat .i vc: g__~]_j_l'- .' , 1, _ 
1

1 

1 

____ _ 

38. St udy of cook i ng 
t e r :n s a n d i1 o \11 t o 1 

di ffe r ent i ate I j 
. b e tv~ ee n th e m. +-t--

lii~-S-t~ dy-~~f--h 0 \'1 t 0 I -- , I --- ---1 

substi tut e foods 1 I 1 

l __ c_~ ~--1-~-~ ~~~-r-v_: ~~ ~ t Y ·j I I I 
'--- - ---1 
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- -·- - --

1 
lvALUE OF 

I EXPERIENCES I~E:~ 
I I t·1 s I ~i I s H I 

--j u 0 

I HAD c M 

FOODS FOR 

THE FA~IILY 

HAV E 

~;=.·~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ S:~~c~r~ ~~ ~~ ;:~T==~--~T 
.. cookery. T : 1 

41. Study of the pr~n- J I + 
cip l e s of prote1n 
c oo k e r _y. i i -.-- ----

14-~-St u d y _o f tf~ e p r ~- l l 
I parat1 on of bas 1c 

1 c ream sauces an d 
I t he i r v a r i at i o ~-------·---L-· - --+--- - - -------1 
!43. S tudy ;~f-tle k ind s I 
I of l eaven ing agents l a n. d. VI h E. '~ n t h e y a r e , 

u s P. d . ------ -- ----+---·--'---- +-, ---+- - ----t 

1144 -~-!~~{ ·, ~·c·~~ e v ~~~= I _ _L' I 
ot:s che e se andJegg ' 

I d 1sh e s as mea t 
L------ s u .1? s 1: ·i t u t e s ..:.._ __ -- -1----J..---t-- ------

14 5 . C o m p a ; i s o n o f t h e I 
1 merits . of ~as vs~1 
.
1 

elec~r 1 c k1 tche n 
_______ a p p l 1 a n c _e_2_.____ -------+----~-+--+------! 

i,J6 . S t u d y o f t h e c o n - II 4-
\ venier,ce features j 

l_ ___ o_f_i_n od e I_!_l__..c._~~.:...- l -- ----r---+-----------

47. Study of the u se , 1 

select i on and c are 
of s ma ll e le ct ric I.__ __ 

~3 . S t u d y o f t h e b a k i n 9 1 

I'~ of pastr i es an d ! 

[;·~-~ ~ ~~-~ ,. : ~ 'th; Pre: Ll -------~~~----~~-r~ I par' a t io n of q u1c K 
1 

j br ea d s . ! l__________ .__J_ __ .!__ __ _!__~--------i 
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I. ARE/\ : FOODS FOR 
1-·· 

!EXPERIE NCES 

~~ Lu;.-;--1 -----
- I 

PERLE UC ~~EX PERIENCES ---:-·r S - I · I \-II S H I 
THE FM1ILY 

I 
----------·----------

u I 0 T I 
_ 1 H~\D 1 c l r~ 1 couLD HAVE 

~0 ~- ;t ~:~E ~~:: ~ ~ :---,=cj~=~==~,=~ -[ H"L~ j_~ ~ ~A_o_ ~, 
I decoratio n. I 

ls1. Study of l atest _j __ ll'i-------1 foo d prod ucts to 
be market ed . 

ot h e r~ ~_ ~~~~~~fi j1~~J~~~~ 
,- .. 
:) (._ , 

III. AREA : CLOTHING FOR 
THE FArOLY I 

1 1 . S t u d y -~f-c o_l_o_r--f-o r-- I -1· 
I * ~~;!~ u s pe r sonal i - I 
~ --------------------r---------t-----+- --t---------
1 2 . S tudy of f i gu r e I I 
I .<: types---assets and I j I 

li ab ilities . I , i 
1------·--------------r--- r-=+- t------------1 --
1 3. St udy of post ure l 
~ -~-- ~i~_e_· f-~-~~-~-~~L~~~~ec- -- -- ----~ ----·------
1 4 . St udy of the i rnpo r-

1 
7' tance of and th e 

1 r e l at i onsh i p of 

I goo d posture to 
hea lth an d person-

1
1 _____ a l ___ ~EJ2~a r..9_!2S e . _ ___ '-----------+----+---+---,-·-----~ 

5 . St udy of clothe~ 

I, * types suitab le to 
th e various fi gure , ______ !12.~_.:.________1~ 

I 6 . Study of how to 
1-* eva l uate and buv 
~---- --_r e ::__Q_y_.JlJ.~L~-~l o t h_~? . ----~--,----

7 . Study of thef ·i den- I 
7< t i fication o 

weaves a nd fabrics . I 
L___ I 

_j 
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[ 
AREA : CLOTHING FORI V/-\ LUE OF I J EX PE R I EN C E S J X P ~ R li_LjJli__.E X PER IE N C E S 

T HE F Ml I I y I I I I 
___ _ -_ I r~ s 1 r I ~~ I s H I 

I u 0 I T I 
EXPERIENCES i HAD j _ C: ~~ I T COULD HAVE 

I H E I! L 
-~- E H/\ D 

r- ~-- n~t~~Trc:e~ d~li-e~=="=--~ T~-~~~, ~li c ~~~~- ·-----
Hercer iz 
Sa n fori zed 1 - ---r-! --t,- -+- --------+ 
Be ll ma n ·i zed : 1 1 1 

Tebi li ze d I I i i --:--~--------l 

~· St ud y o f the terms I' I I ~-
us e d in sewing : . I 

1 
1, 

Gra in line 
B . ! I ! I 

1as I 1 1 ~-----.. -

c e n t_~!" __ f o 1 d ~---- 1 1 ' --

'2· Study of the ~- ! l j' ..~..~'--------
techniques of s pot I 

__ __!::_~11 ova 1 . __ \ 1 l S ~u?y of the pri n- _11 1 Til. ________ _ 
c 1p1 es of home 
l a un de r ing an d 

, _ i c on j_ri_.q__.=------- - --+-----· 
112 St udy o f hovl to I I +-~---

* . us e s ew in g mach 1n e I I 
Butto nho l er 1 i Pinker - ~----''-------------

1 Z i p p e r f o o t ==-___ ! -;-: ----------1 

1 Oth er ~ cce ss or i es ! l---+-~--------1 
1---.. --~~a m_l r o n L 1 ' i 
113. Study of the use I - JJ __ I 
1 ·k a nd ca r e of a I 
~--·- -----~ e VJ i r1JL__1!_1_0 c h i n e . 1 

j1 ~ . ~~ ud y o f ho•H to ,
1
--------l 

1 :· r:; a~?a lt e r I 
1 ____ ]2i!_.j:_s::_. n s . I 
!is. s tudy ---;;~~ rrect --r· j 1 '1

1 

------

i ,< p l acemen t of 1 

I patterns o n 1 
j mater i a l. j 

I I L ____ I ,_J_ _ __:_ __ _ _ ___ _ 
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-----------·------------~------------~----------~------·----· 
VALUE OF I I. ARE1\: CLOTHIN G FOR 

E X p E R I E N C E S -~ ~-~ ~ GJ E NC E S _ EX P E R I E N C E S 

I ~·1 s L 
U 0 I 
C ~1 T C 0 U L D H A V E 
H E T 

EXPERIENCES L 

~ ~ . Study of how t~ · ···-·->-·-------- .... c..._··-=-l~:-. _l- _E i 
~ use: 

I nterfac i ngs I ' ----4-------------
L-i n i n g s . ---+---------t-- ---+1- I -+-' ----- -----+ 

THE FMH LY 

--- ------ --- ------1 I 

HAD 

I ~II S H I 

HAD 
-------- - --

cos ~-u ~~~-- s_. ___ _ 17 . Choice of acce-s -- ---+-------r---+-_Tf---t--~ --* sori es for var ious 

1 l 8 . S t u d y o f h o vJ t o 

I * sha mpoo hair 
2_Iop e r ly. ___ --+ 

liT-study ~:th e use I I 
!zo-. ~ ;~~-~l~-'-~ ~ !-'~-~------- ---i ' 

--

· of han ds, nails, I I f I 
_____ ilii .~L_h_a_i _!:. + I ---~----------
21. Study of th e va lu e 

22 . Study of t he care , 
usa, a nd sel ec tion 

---+----------

o f \·J a s h e r , d r y e r , L L 
l ----~~.9.__j_I_g__n e_-r....:. ·----+----------- ---!~ --~ -- _ _ _ _ 
23 . Study of wat e r 
! soften e rs and other 

c h e 1:1 i c d l s u s e f u l i n 1 J 

lz4-~-~ ~ :~~~J: ~ ":: ;~-;:~ I -- --T 
pr e sse d ga r men t s 
and synthetic 11 

fib ers an d th e 
CcJY'e th e re of. 

!;~.-~-;~-~~ s . -----

1 

I 
~---.-

i I 

------~---------~~' --~~--~! --~' ________ j 
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III. AREA : 
RELA TIO NSH I PS: 

J VAL. U E - 0 F ---·-·· 
EXPER I ENCES EXPE RI ENCES EXPE RIENCES 

PERSONA L, FAMILY, 
AND SOCIA L 

----------------
I 

- --,....------, -
r'l s 1 I vJ I s H I 

~ ~ I 'COU LD HAVE 

I H E ~ HAD 
------=·====-J=,-...:......--::l===· ==- F-=-=--=---==--::....:::-

1. St udy of t he in-

EXPERIENC ES 
HAD 

·x f l uence of heredity 1_· 
and environme nt I 

___ J!_Q_Q..Q_ t h~ i n d i vi d u a 1
1 

. -+--t---+------+ 
2. Study of human be- I 
* ha vi or by obser va- -+ 

tion of sma ll I I 1 

chi l dren . ! -----· ---- rT-+-
3. St udy of the emo-
* t i ons and the ir j 

e ffect upon pe r- l_ I 
sona lity deve l op-

________ ! ~1_~fl_t.: ___________ _,____ ---+1, -- -~, ---+--------, 
4 . Study of the 
* desirab l e traits I 

of character. ···----------------.......;---------+---~--+-+---------1 

5 . Study of my o v~ n 
1 * persona l ity traits 

I I of character . 

1· ---~~ - s ~ u d;~~ t h~~ 
* portance of being 

I abl e to ge t a l ong 

l 
_ ___ \'1 i t h o tl"_l e r p eo p l e . 

7. Considerat i o n of 
1 k dating pr ob l e ms 

and estab lishm en t 
of persona l stan
da rd s of conduct . 

+---+-·------------

I 

I I 

+--L--+--------1 
I I 
I I 
I I 

8 . St udy of my care e r I ,. 1· 

1
-* ~ o ; e n t i ~ l s a n d , 1 

, n '" c r e s t s . I l ___ j _ 
-9-.--~S-t ~-rly ·--;;-;·-~he ---r------+-----+j ~-- ----

,~: d ·: ff er e nt type s I 
and cost of 

I 
\'l e d d i ng s . 

L--------------~-w ________ L ___________ _,___ _ _,_ __________ _ 
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VA LUE OF I 
RE LATIONSH IPS: EXPER IENCES [

I II: /\REA: ,. 
E X P E R I E N C E S IE X P E R I E N C E S 
~--·--L-l I WITH I 

U I 0 I 

PERSOf~A L, FAi'~ ILY, I 
AND SOC IAL 

------ - - - __j 

Hl\ D C M T COU LD HAVE 
H E T 

L HAD 
EXPER IENCES 

-:--::-=-=-====---=------- -- -----·- ---- =~~~---:--=::.-=S:-·-.: ::::--=---=-== 
10. Stu dy of t he fac- J 

make happy a nd su e-
* to r s wh ich seem to 

1 

---- c e s s f u l 111 a r r i_ ages ·---·------l---·--1--i---+-------L 

11 . Study of the 
I -x res pons ibi li t i es I 
II of rn a rri age . _LI T __ 1_ .. 

1 .12. Studv of : ~ I * Pr enuta l car e 
Facts of huma n ---r--~--~ 

r epro duct i o n , I 1 

Infa nt care ~ -.----- - ----r-------1 
1 3-~--E s t a b I i s ll men t of --·-----~--t-ll_ I 

. pe rsona I goa l s a nd I 
!--·---a rn_QJ_!_iyJJ..~--· ___ I 1 

l 4 . A c c e p t a n c e o f t h e r---~---· 
f em i nine ro l e a nd I 
p l ans for s e l f \ l i rnprov_~~nt . ~__J_ , 

!15 . Study of t he i m- I 
I porta ncc o f co n-

ge ni a l r e l a tions j 
L---JL~.l!!._02..~9 c i ate s . ---~--~~ 1 ~-
16 . Co ns i de r a ti on of 

t he J i f f e r e nce 

f 
~ e tv1 e ~ ~ . ~ o v e a n d 
1 n fatu c. t 1 on . -·-- --------· --- --

! 17 . Con s -i der at i on of I 
! " going s tea dy " a nd J I 
1 dat in g 2rob l ems ._-+--- ---r-

11

_TT_T
1 11 ·n S ·'· U cJ r t I f . l I 1 0 . Cry OT · 1 e · am 1 y 

I l i ~ e c y c I o a n d t h e /,_ ' \ 

:-19-~ ~ ~~-~~i 0 ~ ~ ~ s ~ e g ;·-1--:lr-------+--- : I -r·------
~----~sr:ect~of marr i age I Ill 

~---
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~ 1~REA : 
R E l. A I I 0 N S H I P S : 

PERSONA L, FAM ILY, 
/~ND SOCIA L 

. r.V ; L U E 0 F 1 
EX P E R IE N C E S EI,Rll t1fE.S_i EX P E R I EN C E S 

I ; ~ II g i I I f! I s H I 

H /\ D ~ ; ~ I + IC 0 U L D. H A V E 

I I I ~ HA D 

,-----------------·--·-----
1 EXPERIENCES 

-------=t---=-=L=.::: --=-..:.::~=::------------
20 . St udy of sex in I 

ma rria ge and t he I 
1----- _ reo rod u c t i v ~---~~._e_.-i--_ ·-----+----+--+---r 
12 1 . Study o f th e pr i n- 'I 

1 c ipl es of f am·ily J 1 

("~ ~:~~~ :n!L_ ___ ~i -_ -- -~=~~II] _____ _ 
1I V. AREA: CHILD CARE 

MJD D E VE L OP f'~1EfH 
··---- - - ---- ---·---

l . Study of t he e mo-
* ti ona l behav i or of 

c hil dren at var i ous ! 
_____ -~-9~--L~ -~~_J__s'----. ---- - +--

2 . Study of c hil dre n 

l * fo r ev id e nce of 
_ __ __§_rnq~t i o n a l be ha v i o r __ . !-, __ 

- -----+----+----------
I 

I 
i 

_ _______ _._,_----l-- L----------t 
' I 

I 1 3 . Stu dy of th e c os t j 
, ___ _:_ __ o f __c2J__s_j __ n_9____9 __ ~Q_i l cl . i---------

4 . Stu dy of t he t ec h-
I -'-------------

* n i qu e of bath i ng 
a ch il d . 1------------ ---- ---+ 

1
5 . Se l e ct i on and pro
* vi s i o n of t oys f o r 

~ -~ ~ t~~; d_. --- l 
i ==-~===--=-=-=---=----=:--===--=-------==--t=-
1 v. J-\R EA: HOU S IN G F-" OR I 

I TI!E CAI,IIL y I 

1 ·1. St udy o f f l oo r 
I k p l an o r b l ue pr int 
1 r ea J i ng . I I 

L---- --- - ---------·- ---- -· ----------·--'-- -----'- ----'------·----1 
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I VA L.UE rtlF -
EXPERIEN CES EXPERIENCES _ EXPER I ENCE 

fvl r nS L I WIS H I 
u I 0 I I 

I 

V. f,R EA: .HO IJSING FOR 

THE FAr~ I L Y 

--------
c H T ICOUL DHAVE 

2~-st~~:~~E~~~c~i~;~ ~~=:~ D -= H~~:tLl_~:~--~= 
* of f l oor plans or I 

1 built-ins for per-
sona l use . -----·--~------- I I 

3 . St udy of d ~ t e c t i on --~--· -~-
* of poor planning 

in houses or in 
p r~ e l 1ii!_i_!}_a-.!:L_ __ ~~.:...· --+·-----1 .. _ __,1 __ L_ __ ~-----
Study of how to 1 

improve poor circu- II 

l ation o r unh andy 

I 4. 

I * 
working cond iti ons I 

I by r ear r a ngeme nt 
of ·~ q u i p 1n en t , do CJ r · 

1 i·l a y s , VI ·j n d o vi s , l Q_art ·i t i ons, etc. 
~ ----- -----·---·-- -

5 . Study of r emode ling 
,~ old hou ses to up

grade them to 
mod e rn s tandards 
of san i tat ion, con 
veni e nc e , and ap -

___ _ll~.i.!: a n ~ e . _______ _ 

6 . Study of th e prin
* c ipl es of furnitur e 

I i I I 

-~1---+---· +-· 

-------1-r---- +-----+---'-~~~----------J 
arrano eme nt . . _ ___ _______,., ___________ ·----f-----

I 7 . Study of th e pri n-
1" cip .l es of home in-
1 ter i or co lor H 
! schemes . , 
~f~--Study of furnitur e -- -----~~ --r-----
1 * rep a·ir a nd r e fin- I 1 

L---- --~' sjt__!_ Q.9...· ____ - - ----+--+-----r-------.---------1 
I I I j 9 . St ud.:; of the ch o ice 
1 :~ of c utta ins an d i dr ;lpet i es for var i- I 
; out t ypes of rooms 1 

L ______ iLU.~L.5J~_y_le s of d e~.-QL.:..1..i.9Jl.:.. ___ ._...;.,_ __ ~ __ l __ L 
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~~~-E A : H 0 U S I N G F 0 R EX ~ ~ ~ U 
, v EXPER IE NCES r 

T H E FA fv1 I .L _Y -~ I MU 
·-------- ·- -- ·-

HA 0 I ~ I ~ 
__ 1---==--J __ L 

l 0. Study of simp l e .-- ------l -
-~~~!;~ ing techn i~- 1 . I 
l l. Study o f the ad- I 
* van tages and d i s-

C\dvan t ages of H 

E 0~ 
IE NCES E XPERIENC E ~ 

6 I L I \~ f S H I 
I 

tit T COULD HAVE 
E T 

L HA D 
I E 
-f -
I 

I 

I 
-

I 

I . I 

EXPERIENCES 

tr' a il e r homes . l · 

1
12-. Stu.d y. of deve lop
* men ts in prefab ri-

1 ca ted housing . +---------;~-

llJ·.-S-;~~1;·-~ f f i na n c e d L1 1
1 -, 

I I --

++---·-1 _ _! ___ p _I:L!:~.Ji a S~?__Q_f~I11 e_?_:_ _ '--\ ----:-

'114. Study of th e land -
* scap ing of home 

________ g_r:__Q_li_l]__~t s _. ----- _ ____ L__ 
15. S t udy a nd prc,ct i ce I 
* of f low e r arrange- I 

-----~!1..:~ r1 l.~:_______________ _ _ _L_-+-

11 6 . f~1 e t h o d s o f p r o v i d - 1

1

, 

I '~ 1 ng adequate 
---------~_!:._Q_X:_r~g_e s pace . ·---+----- 1 

17 . St ud y of th e effec t 1
1 

* of ca lor up on t he 
appa rent s i ze an d I I 
warmt h of rooms . I 

-~-=---__J·--------+---1 

l 8 . S t u d y o f 1'/ a s t e 1' I 
d i sposa l metho ds 1 

1 co mmo n ly us e d in I 'I 

I homes. I -~-------·+--~ 

l 9 ~ S t ~-d;·-;-~f e f f i c i e n t 
I ·· k ·j t c h e ni a r r a n g e -

---'--· -------: 
I 

I 

I -
I 

I 
I I i 

I 
I 

I ---- r 
I 
! 
I 

I 
. I 

: 

J ____ ~T_I_~_Q_i S :.... .. -- -------·--+-----

1
20. St udy of cost 

. e conomy in home I 
I 
I 
I 

i 
I bu ilding . I 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUNG HOMEMAKERS FOR IMP RO VEMEN T 
OF THE EFFECTIV ENE SS OF HO ME ECONO MI CS INs ·rRUC TION 
IN HA LL COUN TY SCHOO LS. 

! * A. In wha t thi ngs have you fe l t l e ss we ll prepa r ed 
than in others ? 

l 
l ~ 

I 
I 

.. },.- 13 • H o v.J co u l d your home r,l a k i n g co u r s e s h a v e he l p e d 
you mo r e ? 

* c. I n \'I h a t a r e d s o f h o me m a k i n g cl o y o u h a v e m o s t 
conf id e nce? 

43 



CHAPTER III 

D I S C U S S I 0 N 0 F F I N D I N G S W I T H 

P R E S E N T A T I 0 N 0 F D A T A 

The study was designed to evaluate areas and experiences 

of homemaking presented by several secondary school programs. 

Evaluat ion was made by analysis of value ratings of experi-

enc es by practicing homemakers. Value ratings were obtained 

by a survey conducted by mailed qu es tionnaires. Th e quest ion-

na ire determined: 1) personal data about r e spondents, 2) 

res pondents ' value rating of each of a list of submitted 

exp eriences selected from eight areas of ho memak ing in st ruc-

t ion, and 3) spontaneous criticisms, e valuations, and 

s uggestions for improv ement of ho mem aking. I nstrum e nts were 

ma il e d to 42 subjects; thirty completed re spo nses we re r e turn ed. 

Data were analyzed by derivation of scores for ea ch 

expe rience. Area scores v.1e re derived by summation of expel' i-

ence data within areas. Experience ratings were expr e ssed as 

"much value," "some value," or "little value." Nu me rical 

values of three, two, and one wer e assign ed to the va lue rat-

i~gs. Th e va lu es were s ummated an d conv e rted to a propo r t i on 

of the max i mum possible rating for ea ch exper i en ce. 
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Experiences which scored in excess of 0.66 were ac

ce pted as potential components of the ho mem a king program 

with no further analysis. Experiences which scored less 

t ha n 0.50 were regarded as unsuitable for current presen

ta t ion, and no further analysis was att empted. Experience 

s cor es within the 0.50 to 0.66 range were r e ga rded as in

conclusive, and the data were tested by Chi square analysis 

by testing the null hypothesis: 11 That suitable experiences 

f or homemaking programs ~tlould be of at l ea st " s ome value 11 

t o at least an 0.60 proportion of the participants who 

r a t e d t h e e x p e r i e n c e . '1 T h e n u 1 1 h y p o t h e s i s w a s r e j e c t e d 

whe n the probability of error wa s gr e at e r t han 0.05. Ex

pe r i e nc es who se data an a ly s is r es ul te d in r e j e ct i on of th e 

null hypothesis were regarded as less th a n des ir ab l e progr am 

conte nt. 

PERS ON AL DATA 

Th e group selecte d for study we r e membe r s of Hall 

Cou nt y ch apt e rs of th e Young Ho me ma ke r s of Texas . All pa r

t i c ip a nts we r e married and activ e ly e ng ag e d in hom emak ing. 

Age distribution of pa rticipants was ap pro xi ma t e l y norm a l. 

Th e Young Ho memake r s ch a rt e r r e st ri c t s th e age of a ct iv e 

m e~ b e r s to 35 . Ass oci a t e membe r s hi p i s pe rm i tt e d t he r e a f t e r. 

Thr ee r 2sr ond e nt s vJ e r e assoc i a t e mem bers . Par t i ci pt ant s 1 

age distri but i on i s show n in Fi gur e l. 
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The wide spread of respondents' ages was reflected by 

a cor respondingly wide spread in ma rried life. Mar ried life 

varie d from that of a newly wed to four older member s who 

had been married for more than 15 years. The married life 

s pans of respondents is tabulated below in ti me inter vals: 

Ma rried Life 
(in years) 

Under 3 
3 to 5 
6 to 10 
11 to 15 
Over 15 

Fre que ncy 

3 
4 

1 2 
6 
4 

Fifty- eigh t children had bee n born t o the 30 respondents. 

The mea n number per family was 1. 93, be l ow the nat ional ave r-

age , and l ess than required to ma intain the popu l ation l eve l. 

Ma ny respond ents were in ear ly and midd l e ch ild bea ring 

years , and may be expec ted to produce add i tiona l offspr ing. 

The per family offspring from thes e particular women wi ll in-

er ase ; a lthou gh th e pe r family rate for Young Hom ema kers may 

remain near the present lev e l. This ph e nomenon i s exp l a in ed 

by the expectat ion th at older wom e n, who se productive years 

a r e past, will dis continu e memb e r s hip, a nd be r e pl ace d by 
-

younger wom e n whos e producti ve ye ar s are j us t beginning . 

The male-f ema l e rat io of children was out of ba l a nce. 

Of 58 children born to r es pond ents, 35 we r e girl s and 23 boys . 
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Th i s statistic was not of such a nature as to effect the 

value of the study. The children's ages varied widely from 

a newly born infant of only t wo weeks to a full grown adult. 

Four respondents had no children. 

Twenty-four respondents had graduated from high school. 

The ir graduation years were from 1946 through 1967. Five 

di d not graduate from high school but had some secondary 

sc hoo ling. Two had only one year of high school, one com

plete d two years, and two completed three ye a rs. Marriage 

te rm inated the schooling of the drop-outs. The one remain

ing responde nt was an unfortunate individu a l, ha ving attended 

a cripp l ed children's scho ol wher e th e educational l e vel at

ta ined was only th e sixth grade. 

Six respond e nts entered coll ege or univ ersit i es . Two 

comp l eted two yea rs of s tudy--one in e l eme nt ary e ducat ion and 

the other in hom e econom ics ed ucation. Th e ot her four com

pleted one year each . Two ma jored in Engl i s h, one in e l eme nt ary 

educat i on , and one in busin ess . Two were expec ting t o cont inue 

univ e r s i ty l e vel st udy. Th e educ at i ona l l e ve l s a tt a in ed by 

the respondents ar e s hown graph ic a ll y in Fi gure 2. 

On e r esp ond en t had r ece iv ed no homemak ing in st ructio n, 

and four had on ly one year . One of the one year homema king 

s tudent s ex pe ri e nc ed a cour se des i gned as Homemak in g IV, a 

program des ign ed for se ni ors wh o had not pr ev iou s l y had 
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home m a k i n g . S e v en h a d tv1 o y e a t' s of h om em a k i n g , an d one o f 

the se ven had an additional s emes ter . Ei gh teen, 60 per 

ce nt, completed full three ye a r homemaking programs . 

During the high schoo l years the respond e nts completed 

48 summer projects, 1.60 per student. Eight reported no 

summer projects but s i x report ed three. and one reported 

f ive . Summer projects accomplished are illustrated by 

Figure 3. 

Twenty respondents were ful l ti me homemak e rs . Eight 

worked away from home on a part-time basis. One had worke d 

f ull ti~e for a yea r, but when survey e d was working only part 

time . Two were full time employees. Sorne we r e prevented 

f rom working away from hom e by the young age of the children . 

Eight respondents we r e livin g in owned homes ; four were 

buy ing homes. Six lived in houses own ed by the pare nts of 

one of th e couple. Nine r e nted hom e s and thr ee liv ed in houses 

pr ovided by employ ers in pa rtial comp e nsa tion for ea rn e d wages . 

Own ed by r espo nd e nts 
Resp ond e nt s buying 
Ov1n e d by pare nts 
Homes rented 
Provided by emp l oyers 

£.._r: eque ncy 

8 
4 
6 
9 
3 
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Since Hall County is a farming area a ma jority of the 

re spondents' husb ands were farmers or employed in farm ori-

e nted occupations. Occupations of the respondents' husbands 

a re submitted below. 

Occupations of husbands 

Farmers 
Farmer-rancher 
Fanner-we 1 de r 
Rancher -student 
Cotton ginner 
1,1 e c h a n i c s 
Industrial executive 
Railroad employee 
Upholsterer 
Construction 
Grocer 
Dry goods merchant 
Student 
Minister 

Frequency 

1 3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 

One respond ent obviously mi s understood the int e nt of 

t he question concerning the spouse ' s em~ loym e nt. Th e answer 

was , "Yes." Th at response \'la s not t ab ulated. 

Three de nomi na tions, Bap tist, Me thodist, and Church of 

Chris t, dominated the ex pr ess ions of r e li gious pref e r en ce. 

The first Christian Church had one adherent. One indicated 
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a preference for the 11 Protestant 11 church. One indicated no 

preference. Denominational preferences are ta bulated below: 

Denominational Preferences 

Baptist 
Church of Christ 
Methodist 
First Christian Church 
Protestant 
No preference 

Frequency 

1 0 
1 0 

7 
1 
1 
1 

Fifteen respondents reported activity in seven civic 

organizations, as follows: 1) Young Ho mem akers of Texast 

2 ) Parent-Teachers Association, 3) Citiz e ns 1 Ba nd Radio Club, 

4 ) Bro wni e Scouts, 5) Cub Scouts, 6 ) Se wing Club, and 7) The 

American Legion Auxiliary. Me mber s hip in a ch a pter of the 

Yo ung Homemakers of Texas was requir e d for inclusion in this 

s u r v e y . 0 n ly on e ·· t h i l' d of th e r es pon d e n t s r ep orted th a t 

activity. Probably som e other civic activiti e s we r e notre-

ported. Activitie s and offic e s held by r espo nd ents a re 

s ubmitted in Ta ble I. 

Seventeen r es pond e nt s , 57 pe r ce nt, r epo rted par ti c ipa-

tion in c hurch sp on s ored g roup~ in add iti on to ro utin e a tt end-

ance at de votion a l se rvi ces . Chur ch ac tivi t i es r eport ed a r e 

pr ese nt ed in Ta bl e II. 



S
ta

tu
s 

o
f 

R
es

p
o

nd
e

n
ts

 

A
ct

iv
e 

m
em

b
er

s 

P
re

si
de

n
ts

 

V
ic

e
-

p
re

si
d

e
n

ts
 

Se
c

re
ta

ri
e
s 

T
re

a
su

re
r

s 

R
ep

or
te

rs
 

Le
ad

e
rs

 

Tf
\B

LE
 

I 

CO
MM

U
N

IT
Y

 
A

C
T

IV
IT

IE
S 

OF
 
M
E
~
B
E
R
S
 

OF
 

HA
LL

 
CO

UN
TY

 
CH

A
PT

ER
S 

OF
 

T
H

E
 Y

O
UN

G
 H

OM
EM

AK
ER

S 
OF

 
TE

X
A

S 

I 

Y
ou

ng
 

P
a
re

n
t-

C
it

iz
e
n

s'
 

G
ro

w
ni

es
 

C
ub

 
S

ew
in

g 
Ho

m
em

a
ke

rs
 

T
ea

ch
er

s 
B

ar
:d

 
R

ad
io

 
o

f 
T

ex
a

s 
A

ss
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
 

C
lu

b 
S

co
u

ts
 

S
co

u
ts

 
C

lu
b 

3
0

 
I 

3 
1 

4 
2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

I 
2 

I 
1 

I 

1 

3 
2 

-
-
-
-

A
m

er
ic

an
 

L
eg

io
n

 
A

u
x

il
ia

ry
 

l 1 

I I 

(
J
l 

+:
> 



I 
Ch

u
rc

h
 

1~
 c

 t 
i v

 i 
t 

i e
 s 

o
f 

R
es

p
o

n
d

en
ts

 

B
ib

le
 

sc
h

o
o

l 

Y
ou

ng
 

P
e
o

p
le

's
 

U
ni

on
 

~~
or

ne
 n

 ' 
s 

i"1
is

si
o

n
a
ry

 
U

ni
on

 

G
ir

ls
' 

A
u

x
i.

li
a
ry

 

Su
n

be
am

s 

R
eg

is
tr

a
t

io
n

 
an

d 
V
is

it
a
ti

o
n

 
Co

mm
it

te
e
 

Su
n

da
y 

j 
P

ia
n

is
t S

ch
oo

l 

TA
B

LE
 

II
 

CH
UR

CH
 

A
C

T
IV

IT
IE

S 
OF

 
M

EM
B

ER
S 

OF
 

HA
LL

 
CO

UN
TY

 
CH

A
PT

ER
S 

OF
 

YO
UN

G 
HO

M
EM

AK
ER

S 
OF

 
TE

X
A

S 

I 
S

e
c
re

ta
ry

 
D

ir
e
c
to

r 
M

em
be

rs
 

T
ea

ch
er

 
an

d 
an

d 
D

ir
ec

to
r 

T
ea

ch
e

r 
T

ea
ch

er
 

1
4

 
7 

l 
1 

I 
l 1 

I 
1 1 

1 
1 

I 

I 
1 

1 

I 
l 

I 
-

-

S
u

p
er

in
te

n
d

en
t 

o
r 

P
re

si
d

e
n

t 

2 

-
-

..,.,
 

U
1

 



56 

Twenty-four of the 30 respondents, 80 per cent, ex-

pres sed interest in eight different hobbies or diversions. 

Avocational activities are tabulated below: 

Hobbies 

Se\•ling 
Cooking 
Oil painting 
Gardening 
Furniture antiquing 
Hor ses and hor seback riding 
Interio r decorating 
Tending children 

Fre que ncy 

1 3 
6 
6 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 

Forms of entertainment varied wide ly from se dentary to 

at hletic pursuits and from club work to soc i a l dancing. The 

he t e rogenous nature of the participants was well e vid en ced. 

Twenty-five respond ents r e ported e njoym ent of 22 kinds of 

enterta inmen t . Th e li sted f orms of e nt e rt a inm e nt nu mbe rs 14; 

volleyball, go lf, and tennis were grouped as a thl e tic games; 

pool, billiards, bov1ling, and ''g ames '' we re gro uped as com -

pe titive gam es ; and ge neral sp ort s inclu ded aq ua tic sports , 
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an d ou t door sports. A c ons olidat ed list of fo r ms of e nter-

ta inm e nt e njoy ed by the r es ponden t s i s shown be low: 

Forms of Entertainm e nt Fr eq uenc~ 

Athletic games 
Competitiv e games 
General sports 
Ca rd and dominae games 
Te levision and motion pictures 
Visiting and entert a ining 
Re ading 
So ci a l da ncing 
Music 
Sight seeing 
Au t omobile r acing (spectator) 
Mo tor cy c ling 
Picnic king 
Club wor k 

EVALUATI ON OF HOMEMAKING EXPERIENC ES 

3 
8 

1 1 
1 0 
1 0 
1 3 
1 2 

3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

The s e vera l r a tin gs of each exper i e nce we r e trea t ed as 

desc ri be d in Chap t e r II, and an ar i t hmet i c sc or e was de riv ed 

fo r ea ch exper i e nce. Scores i n excess of 0 . 66 in dicated an 

acc e ptab l e exper i e nce. Expe ri e nces sco ri ng l ess tha n 0. 50 

wo ul d ha ve be e n r e j ec t ed , but none we r e withi n thi s ra nge . 

Sc ores fr om 0. 50 t hrough 0 .66 were r e gard ed as i nc onc l us iv e 

a nd t he da t a we re t ested by Chi square ana l ys i s . 

Area I: Food for t he Famil y 

Si xt y-f i ve exper i e nces were s ubm i tted f or e va l ua t i on 

in th e foods area . Th e am ount of t im e spe nt by hom ema ke r s 
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in meal preparation seemed to justify emphasis of foods and 

nu trition. 

The scores of 12 experiences were inconclusive. When · 

s ubjected to Chi square analysis of data two of the doubtful 

ex periences were found to be acceptable. The other 10 were 

re jected. The rejected experiences a re recorded: 

1) Experience I-10: Learnin g the compara tive food 
costs in relation to nutritional va lue. 

2) Experience I-13: The study of malnutrition or 
11 h i d den hunger 11 of p eo p l e \'I h o eat p l e n ty of food . 

3) Experience I-16: Selection of kitchen appliances. 

4) Experience I-2lb: Study of th e princ ipl es of 
j e lly making. 

5 ) Experience I-22c: Study of us e of the deepwe ll. 

6) Experience I-37: St udy of the compa rative cos t 
of package d mixe s ve rsus home prep a r ed mea l s and 
th e compa rativ e qua lity . 

7) Experience I-42: Study of the pr epa ration of 
basic cre am sauces and their va ri at ions. 

8) Experi e nc e I- 45 : Compar i so n of the mer it s of gas 
ve rsus e l ectri c ki tche n app li ances . 

9) Experi e nce I-4 6 : St udy of the conv e ni £nc e feat ur es 
of mod e rn r anges. 

10) Experience I- 49 : St udy of th e pr e parat ion of quick 
breads . 

Afte r r e j ec tion of 10 una ccept a bl e exp e ri e nces , 55 s ub-

mit te d ex peri e nc es we r e acc e pted. Sc ores a nd s upport ing data 
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of Area I experiences ar e submitted in Ta bl e III. Th e scores 

were tabula ted i n five point interv a ls and are submitted 

be low: 

Proportion 
Score of Area I 

Intervals Frequency Experiences -

0.60 - 0.64 8 0. l 2 
0.65 - 0.69 18 0.28 
0.70 - 0.74 l l 0. l 7 
0. 7 5 - 0.79 l 5 0. 23 
0.80 - 0.84 5 0 . 08 
0 . 85 - 0.89 6 0.09 
0. 90 - 0.94 2 0.03 

Just as there we r e mar ginally acc e ptab l e exper iences , 

mos t of which were e ven tu a lly r ejec ted, th ere were a lso ex-

pe rie nces wh ich scored s ufficiently high to dese rv e s pec ial 

me ntion. Ex per i e nces scori ng ov e r 0 . 84 we re r egard e d as be in g 

es pec ially rel e vant. Ei ght appeared in th e two hi gh s core 

in t er vals and a r e s ubmitted be low: 

l ) Exp e ri e nc e I - 4 : Ho w to prepa r e 
mea l s f 0 t' th e fa mi ly. Scor e 0 . 89 

2) Exp e rienc e I-24: Study of h 0 \'1 

to se t the table. Sco t' e 0 . 89 

3 ) Exp er i e nce I -28 : Study of t he 
princip l es of vegetab l e c ook e ry. Scor e 0 . 85 

4 ) r- . . .: x p e n e 11 c e I- 29 : Stu dy of h 0 \>1 

to me as ur e acc ur ate ly. Score 0 . 87 
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TA BLE III 

EVALUATION OF HO MEMAKING EXPE RIENCES IN 

AREA I: FOODS FOR THE FAMILY 

Exp erience Number of f'1ax i rnum Summatio n 
Value Poss ible of Score Numb er Ratings Summa tio n Ratings 

--

1 23 69 52 0.75 

2 22 66 52 0.79 

3 28 84 69 0. 82 

4 29 87 77 0.89 

5 24 72 55 0.76 

6 21 63 51 0 . 31 I 
7 20 60 45 0.75 

I 
8 23 69 47 0 . 68 

9 21 63 4 1 0 . 65* 

1 0 14 42 27 0.64** 

11 21 63 49 0 .7 8 

1 2 27 81 64 0.79 

1 3 1 9 57 37 0 . 65** 

1 4 1 9 57 47 0.83 

1 5 a l 8 54 45 0.83 

1 5 b 1 7 51 40 0.78 -
16 l 7 51 62 0 . 63** 

I 1 7 21 63 45 0. 71 

18 21 63 44 0.70 

1 9 20 60 43 0 . 72 
- - -- I 
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TA BLE III (C ont inu ed ) 

EVALUATION OF HOMEMAKING EXPER IE NC ES IN 

AREA I: FOODS FOR THE FAM ILY 

Exper ience Number of ~~aximum Summatio n 
Value Possib l e of 

Number Ratings Summat i on Ra tings 

20 21 63 44 

21 a 21 63 46 

21 b l 9 57 36 

2lc 20 60 45 

22a l 9 57 43 

22 b l 6 48 34 

22c l 3 39 25 

23a l 5 45 31 

23b l 6 48 33 

23c 1 3 39 25 

23d 1 4 42 28 

23e 1 4 42 28 

23f 1 5 45 31 

24 28 84 75 

25 27 81 67 

26 ' 26 78 55 

.. 2 7 21 63 50 

28 1 8 54 46 

29 29 87 76 

30a 21 63 44 
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Scores 

0.70 

0 .73 

0.63** 

0.75 

0. 7 5 

0.7 1 

0 .6 4** 

0.69 

0 . 69 

0 .64* 

0 .67 

0 .67 

0.69 

0 . 89 

0 . 83 

0 . 71 

0 .7 9 

0 . 85 

0 . 87 

0.70 
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TA BLE III (Continued) 

EVALUATION OF HOMEMAKING EXPERIENCES IN 

AREA I: FOODS FOR THE FA MILY 

Exper ience Number of MaxirlUm Summation 
Value Possi ble of Number 

Ratings Summatio n Ra tings 

30b 24 72 56 

30c 23 69 51 

30d 22 66 62 

30e 23 69 62 

31 1 9 57 42 

32 1 9 57 38 

33 23 69 52 

34 25 75 59 

35 22 66 51 

36 29 87 74 

37 l 9 57 37 

38 25 75 58 

39 21 63 45 

40 18 54 37 

41 1 9 57 38 

42 1 9 57 34 
-

43 1 9 57 38 

44 1 6 48 33 

L-.-~J 1 5 45 28 
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Score 

0.78 

0.74 

0.94 

0 . 90 

0 .7 4 

0 . 67 

0 .7 5 

0.79 

0 .77 

0 . 85 

0.65** 

I 
0.77 

0 .7 2 

0 . 69 

0 . 67 

0.60** 

0.67 

I 0.69 

l 0 . 62** 
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TA BLE II I (Con tinued ) 

EVALU ATI ON OF HO MEMAK I NG EXPERIENCES I N 

AREA I : FO ODS FOR THE FAM ILY 

Expe t· i en ce Nu mbe r of ~laxim u m Summatio n 
Va l ue Poss i bl e of Sco r e Number Ra ti ng s Summa ti on Rat i ngs 

46 l 6 48 31 0 .6 5** 

47 l 7 51 34 0. 67 

48 27 81 67 0 . 86 

49 20 60 36 0 . 60** 

50 20 60 40 0.6 7 

51 l 6 48 32 0 . 67 

Le gend : * Accepted after Ch i square analysis of data . 

** Reject ed after Ch i squar e a na l ysis of data . 



5) Experience I-30d: Study and 
practice of the preparation of 
cakes. 

6) Experience I-30e: Study and 
practice of the preparation of 
cookies. 

7) Experience I-36: Study of how 
to serve a meal properly. 

8) Experience I-48: Study of the 
baking of pastries and desserts. 
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Score 0,94 

Score 0,90 

Score 0.85 

Score 0.86 

The treatment whereby scores were derived for experi-

en ce s was equally usable for derivation of value scores for 

a rea s. Area I data were submitted to analysis and the area 

s cor e was derived as follows: 

Total number of Area I ratings 

Maximum possible summation of ratings 

Summation of value ratings from survey 

Score (ratio of Sact to Smax) 

327 

3 981 

2 959 

0.74 

The score indicates that food for the family sho uld be 

a com ponent of homemaking programs. All studies r e viewed in 

ma king this inquiry agree with this finding. Some , notably 

Poo l (25' would emphasize some other areas at the expe nse of 

the domestic sciences, including food, but all are agreed that 

foo~ preparation is an essen ti a l exper i ence in ho memaking. 
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Area II: Clothing for the Family 

Area II, clothing for the family, su bm itted 34 exp eri-

e nces for evaluation and provided an opportunity for respond-

e nts to record an evaluation of experiences not inc1uded. 

None recorded experiences not submitted by the questionnaire. 

Fo ur submitted experiences were multipartite. Effective ly, 

34 experiences were submitted. 

Inconclusive scores were derived from the da t a of three 

s ubm itt ed experiences. Chi square ana ly sis of the data 

dicta ted rejection of all three. The rejected experiences 

are li sted below: 

l ) Experience II-8c: Study of th e f i il i s 11 applied 
to f abrics: be1lm a nized. 

2) Experience II- 8d : Study of th e finish app li ed 
to fabrics: . tebiliz ed. 

3) Experience II-10: Study of th e techniqu es of 
spot removal. 

Thirty-one experiences , 91 pe r cent, scored sufficiently 

high to be accepted as po t ential components of the ho mem aking 

programs . Area II valu e r a tings were grou pe d into fiv e po int 
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score intervals . A tabulation of th e fre qu e nc y of score s in 

intervals follows: 

Pro portion 
Score of Are a I I 

Inter va l s Fr egu ency Experiences 

0.60 - 0.64 3 0.09 
0 . 65 - 0.69 1 0 . 03 
0.70 - 0. 7 4 6 0 . 18 
0 . 75 - 0 . 79 8 0.23 
0. 80 - 0 . 84 6 0. 18 
0.85 - 0 . 89 6 0. 18 
0.90 .. 0. 94 4 0. 12 

Te n Ar ea II ex per i ences scored over 0 . 84. Th e high 

sco r e exper ienc es a re r ecorded : 

1 ) Exper i en ce II- 4 : Study of the 
i mp ortance of and the r e l a tion 
s hip of good posture to hea l t h 
a nd pe r s ona l appear ance . 

2 ) Exp e ri e nce II- 5 : Study of 
c lo th es types su i tab le to 
V;:!r iou s f i gur es . 

3 ) Ex pe ri e nce II- 9a : St udy of the 
terms use d in sew ing : grai n 
l i n e . . • 

4 ) Ex pe r i en ce II- 9b : St udy of the 
te rms use d in sew i ng : .. . 
bias . . . 

5 ) Experi en ce II- 9c : St udy of the 
te rms use d in sewin g : . .. 
cen ter fo l d . 

6 ) Experi e nce II-l 2b : St udy of how 
to use se win g accesso ri es : . 
pinker . 

Score 0 . 87 

Sco r e 0 . 87 

Sco r e 0.91 

Score 0 . 92 

Sco re 0 . 94 

Score 0. 87 



7) Experience II-l2c : Study of how 
to use sewing ma chine access ories: 
... zipp er foot . . . Score 0.87 

8) Experience II-l2d: Study of how 
to use sewing machine accessor i es: 
... other attachments . . Score 0.87 

9) Experience II-13: Study of the 
use and care of a sewing machine. Score 0.86 

10) Exp e rience II-15: Study of the 
correct pl aceme nt of patte rn s on 
materia l. Score 0.91 
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Supporting data and scor es of Are a II experiences are 

subm itt ed in Tab l e IV. 

The eva luation score for Area II was 0. 80 , th e highest 

of the s e vera l areas st ud i ed . Cont inu ed emp hasis on clothing 

and text il es was indi cate d. Fas e l er (1 2 ) fo und that cl o thing 

was one of the most valued areas of ho mema kin g . Mann ( 21) 

accepted the i mpo rt ance of c l othing , a nd recommended realist ic 

econom ic pr esen tation a nd emphasis of mendi ng and preservatio n 

of c lothing. Poo l ( 25 ) favor ed de emphas i s of clothing . The 

d i v e r g e n t o p i n i o n vi a s d u e t o P o o l ' s s u p p o r t o f N e w 0 i r e c t i o n s . 

Area III: Re l a tionships : Perso na l, 

F~m ily, and Socia l 

The tradit i onal areas of homemak in g we re conc e r ne d with 

the physictJ.l , the mat e r i al , and the acco mplishment of def init e 

tasks . Emphas·is on r e l at i onships had not become effe ct ·iv e 
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TAB LE IV 

EVA LU ATION OF HOMEMAKING EXPERIENCES IN 

AREA II: CLO THING FOR THE FAMI LY 
r-· 

Expe rience Numb er of t~axim um Summation 
Number Value Possib l e of Score 

Ratings Summation Ratings 
- - -

1 26 78 64 0.82 

2 26 78 58 0.74 

3 20 60 50 0.83 

4 21 63 55 0.87 

5 27 78 68 0.87 

6 23 69 53 0.77 

7 25 75 50 0.67 

8a 18 54 40 0.74 

8b 20 60 47 0.78 

8c 1 3 39 25 0.64** 

8d 1 3 39 25 0.64** 

9a 29 87 79 0. 91 

9b 25 75 69 0 . 92 

9c 24 72 68 0.94 

1 0 22 66 40 0.61* 7: 

11 21 63 47 0 .7 5 
i 

12a 25 75 62 0 . 83 

1 2 b 21 63 55 0 . 87 
I 

l2c 26 78 68 0 . 87 

l 2d 18 54 47 0 . 87 



TABLE IV (Continued) 

EVALUATION OF HOMEMAKING EXPERIENCES IN 

AREA II: CLOTHING FOR THE FAMIL Y 

~i ence Number of ~~aximum Su mma tion 
Value Possible of ber Ratings Summation Ra tings 

12e 23 69 58 

13 28 84 72 

14 27 81 67 

1 5 30 90 82 

16a 29 87 68 

16b 22 66 54 

l 7 25 75 58 

18 1 9 57 44 

1 9 21 63 47 

20 No reports of experi e nces not submitted 

21 1 9 57 41 

22 21 63 53 

23 1 1 33 25 

24 1 4 42 31 

25 1 5 45 32 

Score 

0.84 

0.86 

0 . 83 

0. 91 

0.78 

0. 71 

0 .77 

0 .77 

0.75 

0.72 

0.84 

0.76 

0.74 

0. 71 

Lege nd: **Re j ect ed af t e r Chi sq uar e analy s is of data. 
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whe n some of the ol de r r esponde nt s were in high sch ool. A 

certa in l ack of enthus i asm for relation s hips, detectab le by 

ab se nce of high va lu e ratings, may be attr i but a ble to defi-

c i en t instruction of older re s pondents in the area of 

r e lation sh ips. 

Twenty-thr ee Area III exper i ences were submitted for 

evaluation. No ne scored sufficiently hi gh to deserve special 

me ntion. Only one exper i e nce scored in th e inconclusive 

ra nge , and Chi square ana ly s is of data fa ile d to reject it. 

The Area III data we re tabu l a ted in to five point sc or e inter-

va l s . 

Sc ore 
In ter va l s 

0 . 65 - 0.69 
0.70 - 0 .74 
0 . 75 - 0.79 
0 . 8 0 - 0 . 84 

Fr eq uency 

7 
6 
5 
5 

Pr op ort ion 
of Ar e a III 
Exper i e nces 

0 . 30 
0 . 26 
0 . 2 2 
0.22 

Th e a r ea va lu e sc or e wa s 0 .7 4 , th e same as for Ar ea I. 

T h a t \1/ a s e x c e e d e d o n l y b y t h e s c o r· e o f A r e a I I , c l o t h i n g f o r 

th e fami l y . Ge nera l acceptance of th e are a was i nd ic ate d . 

Thi s was in ag re eme nt with Poo l ( 25 ) who favo red emp has is 

upo n f am i l y li vin g, ch i ld de ve l opment , und home ma nageme nt . 

Fase l er (1 2), Sands ( 30 ), a nd Sm it h ( 36 ) a l s o fou nd 
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re l a tionships to be an i mp ortant area . Area III expe rience 

scores and supporting data are submitted in Table V. 

Area IV: Child Care and Developmen t 

The acceptance of child care and deve lopment as an 

integral part of the home mak ing program was not questioned. 

Th ere fore, only five expe riences were submitted for evalua-

tion . The value ratings scored by three were above the 

inconclusive range and we r e a ccepted. The other two scored 

in the inconclusiv e range, a nd were test ed by Chi square 

ana lysis. In both cases the proba bility of e rror was unac-

ce ptab l e. Th e refor e , thes e two experi e nces were reject ed. 

The r e j ected experi e nc es ar e s ubm itt ed: 

1) Experie nc e IV-3: Study of the cost of 
r ea ring a child. 

2) Expe ri e nc e IV-4: Sutdy of th e technique 
of bathing a child . 

Th e highest score r eco rd ed was 0.79 , sc or ed by an 

ex perience offering the sel ec tion and pro vi s ion of toys for 

a child. 

Th e evu lu at ion sc ore of Area IV Has 0.68, on ly two po ints 

abo ve th e in conclusive r ange . In the inv est igator 1 s opinion 

that score wa s not a n accurat e e va lu at ion of the area . I t was 

a low pro bab ility outc ome r es ultin g from subm i ss ion of an 

inad equate number of exper i e nce s f or eva lu a tion, and i nc lu s i on 
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TAB LE V 

EVALUATION OF HOMEMAKING EXPE RIENCES IN AR EA II I : 

RE LATION SHI PS : PERSONA L, FAM I LY , AND SOCIAL 

Experience 
Number of ~1ax i mum Summa tion 

Va l ue Possib l e of Score 
Number Ratings Summation Rat i ngs 

1 20 60 45 0. 75 

2 1 5 45 30 0 . 6 7 
1 

3 l 6 48 33 0 . 69 

4 21 63 44 0 .70 

5 l 9 57 42 0.7 4 

6 23 69 58 0 . 84 

7 20 60 48 0 . 80 

8 l 8 I 54 38 0. 71 

9 l 6 48 31 0 . 65* 

1 0 22 66 47 0. 71 

l l 22 66 50 0.76 

12a 20 60 50 0.83 

1 2 b 2 1 63 50 0.79 

1 2 c 2 1 63 46 0. 73 

l 3 l 7 51 35 0 . 69 

14 l 9 57 42 0.74 
I 

l 5 l 9 57 48 0.84 

l 6 14 42 33 0 .79 

l 7 l7 51 34 0 .67 
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TABLE V (Continued ) 

EVALUA TION OF HO MEMA KING EXPERIENCES IN ARE A III: 

RELATI ONSHIPS : PERSON AL, FAM I LY, AND SO CIAL 

Experi e nce Number of f"l ax i mum Summat ion 
Number Va lue Possib l e of Sc ore 

Ra tings Summat i on Ra ti ng s 

l 8 l 2 36 24 0 . 67 

l 9 l 5 45 31 0 . 69 

20 23 69 53 0 .77 

21 l 8 54 44 0 . 82 

Lege nd : *Acce pt ed after Chi squ a re analy s i s of data. 
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of two experiences which scored in th e inconclusive range, 

and after analysis, were rejected. Area IV is considered to 

be a vital component sof the homemaking program. This area 

was one of three which Pool (25) held should be emphasized . 

Sm ith (36) found that "human development ,'' which referred to 

chi ld care, was a troublesome area to the mothers surveyed. 

Gandy (14) conclud e d that there was a strong need for more 

emphasis on child care. 

Th e Area IV sc ores with supporting data are submitted 

in Table VI. 

Area V: Hou s ing .for th e Fam ily 

In Area V, housing f or t he f am i ly, 23 expe ri e nc es were 

subm itted for evalu a tion. None sc ored suffici e ntly high to 1 

dese rve sp ecial me ntion. Th e scores of t hr ee expe ri e nces 

we re incon c lu s iv e , a nd were tested by Chi sq ua r e analysis of 

data ; as a r es ult of whi ch on e was accep t ed and the oth e r two 

were rejec te d. Th e reject ed ex pe ri e nces are su bm itted: 

l) E~peri e nce V-1 2 : Study of de ve l opm e nts in 
prefabricated hous ing. 

2 ) Experi e nc e V- 23 : Stud y of hook in g and braid
ing methods of mak ing rag rugs . 

Th e distri but ion of scores in a r ea V was re l ative ly nar-

row . Th e l owes t sc or e was 0.63, and the hi ghest was 0. 83 . 
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A tabulation of di stributio n of scores in fi ve po i nt inter

vals follo\'IS: 

Score 
Inter val s 

0.60 - 0.64 
0.65 - 0.69 
0.70 - 0.74 
0.75 - 0.79 
0. 8 0 - 0. 84 

Fr eque ncy 

3 
9 
8 
2 
1 

Proportion 
of Area V 
Experience s 

0. 1 3 
0,39 
0.35 
0.09 
0.04 

Th e eva lu ation sc ore of Area V was 0 .71, the fifth 

highe st va lue ratin g sc ored , and was safe ly abo ve the incon

cl us iv e range . Sm i t h ( 36 ) fo un d that hous in g was an a r ea in 

whic h young mothers ex pe ri e nc ed troub l e . Man n ( 21) conc l udeJ 

that young homemak e r s need more kno wl edge abo ut hous in g and 

fur niture. 

Area V experi e nce scores and support i ng data are sub -

mi tted in Tab l e VII. 

Are a VI: ~~Ca re of the Sick 

Thir te e n experiences in Area VI we re submit t ed for e va l u-

~ . a·._ 1 on. The comp uted scores f e ll into a r e l ativ e l y narrow 

r ange, from a l ow of 0 . 64 to a high of 0 . 8 1 . El e ven expe r 

i e nces we r e a cc epted without furt her a na l ys i s . Two exp e rie nces 

sc ored in the in conclus iv e r ange , and t he data we re subj ected 



77 

TA BLE VII 

EVALUATION OF HOME MAK I NG EXPERIENCES IN 

AREA V: HOUSING FOR THE FAM ILY 

Ex perience Numb e r of Max imum Summation 
Value Po s sible of Score Number Rat in gs Summa tion Ratings 

1 1 6 48 33 0.69 

2 18 54 37 0.69 

3 1 9 57 39 0 . 68 

4 1 9 57 40 0.70 
I 

5 1 4 42 30 0 .7 2 
I 

6 23 69 53 0.77 

7 24 72 60 0 . 83 

8 2 1 63 46 0.73 

9 25 75 54 0 . 72 

1 0 1 6 48 36 0. 7 5 

1 1 1 2 36 24 0.67 

1 2 8 24 1 5 0 . 63** 

1 3 1 2 36 25 0 . 69 

14 1 6 48 33 0 . 69 

1 5 21 63 40 0 . 64* 

1 6 1 7 51 36 0 . 71 

I 
1 7 22 66 48 0 . 71 

I 
i l 8 l 1 33 23 10.70 
l 1 9 23 69 49 0 . ll 

---· 
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TAB LE VII (C ontinu ed) 

EVALUATIO N OF HOM EMAKI NG EXPE RI EN CES I N 

AREA V: HO USI NG FOR THE FA MI LY 
-

Exp eri e nce Nu mb e r of Max i mum Summa t i on 
Va l ue Pos s i bl e of Sco r e Numb e r Rat i ngs Summat ion Ra tings 

20 l7 51 35 0.6 8 

21 l 3 39 26 0 . 67 

22 20 60 41 0 . 68 

23 l 0 30 l 9 0 . 63** 

Lege nd : * Accepted afte r Ch i sq ua r e ana l ys i s of da t a . 

** Re je c ted afte r Chi sq uare ana l ys i s of da ta . 



to Chi sq uar e analysi s . In bo th cas e s th e pr oba bility of 

erro r wa s un acceptabl e . Both tes t ed expe ri e nc es we r e re-

jected. Th e r e j ect ed expe ri e nc es ar e r ep or ted: 

l) Expe ri e nce VI-7: In st ruction in how to 
app ly hot comp r es ses. 

2) Ex pe rience VI-12: In s t r uctio n in the 
scope and r esour ce s of commu ni ty hea lth 
age ncies. 

The Ar e a VI scores we r e gro upe d in five po i nt sc ore 
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i nte rv a ls. Th e di str i bution was hea vil y we i g hed abo ut the 

me an. 

Score 
In t e rva l s 

0 . 60 - 0 . 64 
0 . 65 - 0 . 69 
0.7 0 - 0 .7 4 
0 . 75 - 0 .7 9 
0 . 80 - 0 . 84 

Fr equ ency 

l 
2 
6 
3 
l 

Pro po rt i on 
of Area VI 
Expe ri e nces 

0 . 08 
0 . l 5 
0 . 46 
0 . 23 
0 . 08 

The area e va l uat i on sc or e was 0.73 , f ourt h h i ghes t of 

t h e a r e a s s t u d i e d . T h e s c o r e w a s we l l a b o v r.: t h e i n c o n c l u s i v e 

r ange . Th e area des e rved to ma intai n i ts pl ace in the home -

mak i ng pro gram . Th e expe ri e nce s cor es and support in g data 

are pres e nte d i n Tab l e VII I. 
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TA BLE VIII 

EVA LUATION OF HO MEM AKING EXPERIENCES IN 

AREA VI: H0~·1E CARE OF Til[ SICK 

Expe ri ence Nu mbe r of Ma ximum Summation 
I Va lue Poss ible of Score Number Rat in gs Summation Ratings 

1 23 69 50 0.73 

2 20 60 47 0 . 78 

3 1 8 54 39 0 . 72 

4 1 9 57 41 0 . 72 

5 1 9 57 44 0 . 77 

6 1 8 54 38 0 .70 

7 16 48 31 0 . 65* 'k 

8 21 63 43 0 . 68 

9 22 66 43 0.73 

1 0 20 60 46 0.7 7 

1 1 25 75 55 0 .73 

1 2 1 4 42 27 0.64** 

1 3 1 9 57 46 0 . 8 1 

Lege nd: **Rejected after Ch i sq ua r e anal ys i s of data . 
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/\ rea VII: Bud get in g and Fin ance 

Only four exp e rienc es were submitt ed for e valuation in 

Area VII, budgeting and finance . Three of the submitted ex

per iences could have been fragmen t ed into several smaller 

coverage experiences. Bre vity was sought bec a use the ques 

tionnaire was be coming too long. Th e significance of the 

evaluations was not l essened , but some penetration was lost. 

Ana ly s is of the titl e , "S tudy of mo r t gages , lo ans , and 

other methods of fin ancing larg e purchas es ," indicat ed that 

the exper i ence shou ld hav e bee n broke n int o se ve ral sma ller 

co ve rag e ex pe ri e nc e s. 

"St udy of in s ur anc e , s oci a l s e curity , annuiti es , a nd 

r e tir eme nt be ne f i ts" s hould hav e bee n subm it t ed as four 

sepa r a t e experie nc es. "St udy of th e me rit s a nd deme rit s of 

various forms of credit , su ch as: open acco unts, in sta ll me nt 

buying, cred it cards , a nd other forms of cr ed it 11 was a l s o too 

in c lu s iv e . Each f orm of cre dit s hould hav e be e n s ubm itt ed as 

a separate expe ri e nc e . 

Th e four exp erienc e s s ubm i tt ed were e va l uat ed as ac

ceptab l e . How e ve r , th e s co r es were but li tt l e abo ve t he 

inconcl us iv e r ag e . That was pr oba bl y due t o t he too br oad 

co ver age of the expe ri e nces submi tt ed . 
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Th e are a e va lu ation score was 0. 67, t he l owes t of a ny 

are a studi ed , and bar e l y above the inc on clusiv e range . 

Fragmentation of expe r i ences and su bm i ss ion of addit i ona l 

expe rien ces might i mp rove the area score . 

Smi t h ( 36 ) fo und that ma ny young mothers had troub l e 

es tab li shing money ma nagem e nt goa l s . Gandy (1 4 ) conc l uded 

that students ne eded he l p und e rstanding insurance costs and 

int e rest rates. Ninety-one per cent of Mathe s on ' s repond-

en ts bel i e ved th at budgeting sho uld be taught. The e va lua -

t ion scor e s of Area VII expe rienc es an d s uppor tin g data 

a r e submi t ted in Table IX. 

Are a VIII: Fut ur e Homemak e rs of 

Ame rica and Young Homemakers of Texas 

Th ou gh Ar e a VIII was no t t e chni ca lly a par t cf th e home -

ma king pro gram, and no scho l as t i c cr ed it was awa rd ed fo r 

pa rtic ipat ion , th i s st udy incl uded it fo r co mpa r i so n to th e 

va lue of a cade mic are as of hom emak i ng . One obj ec tive to the 

homemakers ' c l ub i s to i mpar t cul t ur a l dev e l opmen t to young 

- wome n . Ta ba ( 40) st ated that soc i ety crea t es sc hoo l s fo r the 

pe rpetu at ion of th e cultur e , a nd that the sc hoo ls sp ec i a li ze 

in in duc tion of youth in to t he cul ture . Vi ewed in that li ght 

s uch so c io-schol ast ic activit i e ~ deserve conside rati on eq ua l 

to tha t g iv e n for ma l i nstruct ion . 



Ex
p

e
ri

e
n

ce
 

N
um

be
r 

l 2 3 4 

L 
-
~
 
·
-
-

-
-
-

TA
BL

E 
IX

 

EV
AL

UA
TI

O
N

 
OF

 
H
O
M
E
~
A
K

I
N
G
 

EX
P

ER
IE

N
CE

S 
IN

 

J\.R
EA

 V
I 
I:

 
BU

DG
ET

IN
G 

A
ND

 
FI

N
A

N
CE

 

Nu
m

be
r 

o
f 

t,1
 ax

 i 
rn

u m
 

S
u m

m
a
ti

o
n

 
Va

lu
e
 

P
o

ss
ib

le
 

o
f 

Ra
ti

n
g

s 
Su

m
m

a
ti

o
n

 
R

at
in

g
s 

l 5
 

4
5 

31
 

l 5
 

4
5 

I 
3

0
 

l 5
 

45
 

3
0

 

l
_ 

l 6
 

48
 

32
 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

~
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

-
-

--
·
-
-

S
co

re
 

0
.6

9
 

0
. 

6 
7 

0
. 

6
7 

0
. 

6 
7 

-
-

I I I 

co
 

w
 



84 

Seven Area VI II exp eriences were su bm itted for evalua

tion. All rat ed sufficient ly high for acceptance without 

f ur t her analysis of data. The dispersion of scores was nar

row , ranging from a low of 0.67 to a high of 0.79. No experi 

e nce rated s uffici e ntly high for spe cial me ntion. 

The ar ea score was 0.72, abou t the midpoint of the 

ra nge of area scores . The ho memak ing club activities were 

e va lu ated s uf f iciently high to justify cont inu ed s upport. 

Area VIII exper i e nc e scores a nd s upp or ting data a r e 

s ubmitted in Tabl e X. 

Consol id at ion of Finjj ngs 

Ei ght areas of homemak in g we re cons id ere d. A total of 

17 4 expe ri e nc es we r e submitt ed fo r e va lu at ion. No ne scor ed 

l ow en ough to war r ant s ummary r eje ction . One hu ndre d f ifty

one expe ri ences scor ed s uff ici en tly hi gh For acceptance . 

Twenty-t hree incon c lu s iv e scores were tested by Ch i squa r e 

ana ly s i s of data . As a r es ult of th e analysis of data 19 of 

the inco nc l usi ve ly scored exper i ences we r e r e j ec ted . Four 

of the in conc lusiv e ly sc or ed expe riences were acce pted . 
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Scores of all areas were computed by consolidation of 

included experiences 1 data . The list of areas in orde r of 

value and area scores are presented below: 

Area Titles 

Clothing for the family 
Food for the fami ly 
Relationships: Personal , 

social, and fami ly 
Home care of the sick 
Future Homemakers of America 

and Young Hom emakers of Texas 
Hou s ing for the fam ily 
Child care and deve l opment 
Budgeting and finance 

Area 
Scores 

0.80 
0,74 

0.74 
0.73 

0 . 72 
0 . 71 
0.68 
0.67 

A value rating for the f i e ld of hom emaki ng as described 

by tl1e e ight areas considered was computed by consol i dation 

of the areas 1 data. The computation fo llows: 

Number of experience e valuat ion s received 

Maximum possible summation (3 x n) 

Summation of ratings by sur vey 

Score (ratio of Sact to Smax ) 

CRITICISMS AND SUGGES T1 0N S 

3 412 

10 236 

7 656 

0.75 

The third port i on of the questionna ire r equested re-

spondents 1 op inions as to wher e homemak in g was l e ss he lpful, 
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s ugg estio ns on how to mak e homem a king more ef fectiv e , ~ ~d 

designatio n of a r eas in wh ich respondents had most confi e nce. 

Whe r e Hom emak i ng He l ped Leas t 

Twenty-eight co mp l a i nts of ineffective instruction were 

record ed. Si x r e spondents fe lt in s ecure in the foods are a. 

One expe ri e nc e , canning an d pres e rvi ng, was a wea kne ss to 

two homemakers . Nee d for mo r e he l p with et iqu e tte, se tting 

the tab l e , role of host e ss a nd serv ing, and ca re and use of 

app li a nc es wa s ex pres se d by one r es po nde nt for ea ch comp lai nt . 

No more th a n s i x expre sse d needs in fo ods indic ated that the 

ar ea was be in g we ll pr ese nt ed. Adequ a t e t ea c her pe rformance 

s hou l d be maint a in ed . 

Si x ne eds for mor e mea ning f ul in s truct ion in f ood costs 

and budg e ting we re exp r es s ed. Th i s str e nght e ned Sc ot t's 

( 32 ) advocacy of empha s i s on hom e ma nage me nt ; and wa s co n

s i s t ent ~vith t he ch a ngi ng ro l e of t he Ame rican f am ily from 

producer unit to con s ume r unit . 

In se curity \'la s fe lt in th e ma nagem e nt area by f our re

s po ndents . Tv-to vte r e ~v eak in home ma na geme nt , and two in 

t ime manag ement . Th ese r e inforc ed Poo l' s st udy ( 25 ) on home 

r.1 an age rn ent. 

Thre e re sp ondents ex pr e ss ed ins ec urity in hous in g for 

the fam ily . Th e expressed nee ds we r e fo r mo r e he lp in 



88 

ho us in g ge ne r a ll y , in i nt e r ior decora ti ng , and se l ec tion of 

fu r ni t ur e a nd app li ances . Indivi dua l needs wer e note d, and 

adequa t e pr es ent a tion was r e solv ed ; mor e con ce rn wa s f e lt 

ab out r e pe at ed nee ds. 

Mo r e me ani ngful in s truction in chil d ca r e wa s nee ded by 

t wo re spond e nt s. Pr otec tion, ca re , and gui da nce of the 

you ng has bee n a fu ncti on of th e ho me s i nce em e rge nc e of th e 

f amily. Chil d ca r e was one of th e t r ad i t i ona l sk ills of 

ho mem ak ing. Empha si s up on that a r ea sho ul d be ma i nt a ined. 

In d ivi dua l expr es3 i ons of nee d f or he lp in cl ot hin g , 

s oc ia l and f am il y r e l at i ons hi ps , se x e duc a t i on, moth e r ho od , 

a nd l a nds cap ing we r e rece iv ed and not ed . One r espo nd e nt 

c om pl a in ed of a gen e r a ll y weak ho memak i ng pr og r am. Th a t 

co ul d s t em fro m t each e r i n adeq uac y or f r Oil l ado l es c e n t i na t

t e ntion. I n e i t he r case th e r espo nse sh oul d be adeq ua t e 

pe rforma nce by th e t ea che r . 

.?J~s t i__Q__r:2 fo r Impr ov eme nt of 

H ome m ~ k in~- Prog r am 

Th e most fr eq ue nt r eason giv e n for the homemak ing pro 

gram not be i ng mor e eff e ct iv e was t ha t the r e s po nde nt now 

r e al i ze d t ha t pe r s on a l ina tt ent i on r es ult ed i n stude nt fa ilu r e 

t o rea li ze max i mum be nef it fr om i nstr ucti on . I nattent ion by 
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ado lesc ents has lo ng been a recogn i zed probl em of t each e rs . 

To some ex t ent the ill can be miti ga t ed by caref ul pr ese n

ta tion of interest c ompe lling l essons . 

Thr ee re sponde nts were critical of teacher per forma nce. 

One com pl a in ed of favoritism ; one of a generally weak pe rform

ance; and one, who exper i e nc e d a change of teachers during 

the progr am , not ed differen t degrees of teacher competen ce. 

One respond e nt noted over emp hasis of foods and clot hing. 

Ano th e r wa nted more c l othing construct ion. Diffetent pe r

forma nc es by diffe rent teachers or individu a l wa nt s and needs 

we re probably re s pons i bl e for mutua lly exclusi ve wish e s . 

Budget in g, money manageme nt, a nd ti me ma nag eme nt we re 

suggested by three r espo nd e nts . Two sugg es t ed emph as i s on 

fa mily re l ation s hi ps . Thr ee suggest ion s were cons i s t ent 

w i t h t h e e m p h a s i s u r g e d b y S c o t t i n N e w D i r e c_ t i o n s ( 3 2 ) . 

Th e r e we r e t wo requ ests for in s truction in furnitu r e 

r ef ini s hing and upholste ring. Ma nn ( 21) not ed th at c lass 

·· roo1T1S were not usua ll y s uitab l e fo r s uch prese ntati on ; a ~d 

s uggest ed that hom e experiences wou l d sat i sfy nee ds fo r 

f utn i ture ref in i s hing in struction . 

On e re s pond e nt f avor ed in struction in t he selection of 

a jlp li ances , and another urged th e st udy of drapery construc tion . 
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Norma l consid e ration s hould be given such exp erience s during 

pr ogram planning. 

Jl.dded emphas i s on home nur s ing was ur ged by one re

s pondent . Another, who had only t wo years of ho me ma king, 

felt a need f or mor e hom emak ing in s truct ion. One r e sponde nt 

wa nted more practice and le ss study and l ecture . Th ese were 

r egard ed as s ound sugg e st ions. 

Whe re Hom emak i n_g_ Hel pe d ~~ o s t 

Food a nd nutriti on and cl othing we r e ov e r whe l min g ly the 

are as con s id e r ed to ha ve bee n of mos t va lu e . Twe nty-on e 

li ste d f oods as t he a r ea in whi ch most co nf id e nc e wa s fe l t , 

and 18 fe lt th at c l o t hin g was an dr e a in which pro f ic i e ncy 

h a d b e e n g a i n e d . W h e t h e r t h i s r e s p o n s e vi a s d u e t o p r o g r am 

emp has is or st ude nt acc ep t a nc e i s de batab l e . Foods and 

cl oth in g coul d be deem phas i zed in ord e r to s tr eght e n a r e a s 

ad vo cated by Sco tt ( 32) i n New Di r ec ti ons , but s uc h deem pha -

s i s might not r e ce iv e supp ort fr om Youn g Ho me ma ke r s of Ha ll 

Co unty. 

Thr ee r es po nd e nts had conf i de nce i n f am il y r e l a t i on-

s hi p s . 0 n e , 1 as con f i dent \v he n e n t e r t a i n i n g , one i n pe r s on a l 

app ea r a nce , and one in pub li c spea kin g . Two r espo nde nt s 

we re he l ped by i ns tru c t i on i n budge t in g ; an d on e eac h in 
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house c l ean i ng , home decorating , se l e c t i on of a ward r ob e , a nd 

hous e keep i ng bas ics . 

Th e expressed s uppo rt of foods a nd clothin g was con

siste nt with the a r ea eva lu a ti on s cor es . In the or der of 

va l ue pre vi ous l y pres ented c l oth i ng a nd fo ods we r e nu mbe r 

one and numbe r t wo. 



CHAPTER IV 

S U M M A R Y , C 0 N C L U S I 0 N S 

R E C 0 M M E N 0 A T I 0 N S 

SUMMARY 

A N 0 

Stu de nts 1 ne eds ch a nge as th e environ me nt chan ges . 

The e nviron me nt is c ha ng ing rapi dly. In program pl anning, 

curr e nt and pr obab le fu t ure ne eds of both co mm unity a nd 

st ud e nts mus t be c on s id e r ed. Cur re nt need s in ho memak ing 

ca n be as ce r tai ned by de t ermi ni ng pr es ent needs of homemake r s . 

Fut ur e needs may be es t imated by cons i derat i on of op i nion s 

of a uth ori t i es as r e vea l ed in curr en t li terat ur e . Th i s s tu dy 

determ in ed cu r r·ent and l oca l needs by commun ity s urv ey. An 

opi ni on of f uture nee ds was for med dur in g t he re vi ew of 

l ite r a tur e . 

Th e bas i c pur pose of t hi s st udy was t o assure the c on

ti nu ed adeq uacy of t he homemak i ng pr ogram of Lak e v i ew Hi gh 

Sch ool, Lakev i ew, Texas . The pur pose was accomp l ish ed by 

dete r mi nin g the needs of homemakers a nd by cons~derat i o n of 

pr obab l e f uture needs as proposed by cont em porar y wr i ters .· 

Th i rty membe r s of Ha ll County chapters of Young Ho me -

111ukers of Texas vtere surve yed by ma il ed questionnaires . The 

92 
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ques tionn a ire dete rmined : 1 ) pe r so na l data abo ut r espo ndents , 

2 ) r esp ondents ' e va l uation of homemak ing expe r i e nces pr e -

se nted by the se vera l schoo l s attended , and 3 ) critic i sms of 

the programs expe rienc ed and sug ges tions for i mprov eme nt of 

homemaking in s t r uct i on . 

A method wa s dev e l oped for convers i on of i mprec i se 

rat i ngs of expe r i ences by in di vi dua l s i nto prec i se numer ic a l 

s cor es of group rat i ngs . A sca l e was dev e l oped against whic h 

s cor es we re judg ed . Ar eas were s core d and e va l uat ed by t he 

s ame me thod . Sco r es we r e de riv ed fo r al l ex periences and 

area s . 

l) Sco r es abo ve 0 . 66 upo n a sca l e r ang in g from 
0 . 33 to 1. 00 we re i ndicat iv e of ac ceptab l e 
exper i e nc e s f or pre sentat ion i n home mak ing . 

2 ) Exper i e nc es sc or ing l ess th a n 0 . 50 a n the 
sam e s ca l e we re r ejected from t he !lome 
maki ng prog r am wi tho ut fu rth e r ana ly s i s 
of da ta . 

3 ) Scores f r om 0 . 50 to 0 . 66 , in c l usi ve , were 
r ega rd e d as in co nclu s ive a nd the data which 
yi e l de d s uch sco r es were test ed by Chi 
square ana ly s i s . 

C ; i t i c i s m s a n d s u g g e s t i on s \•1 e r c t a b u l a t e d a n d s u m m a ted . 

Eva lu a tion was by con side 1 at i on of s ummat i ons and by com -

par is on to scores der iv ed from r es pondents ' r ati ngs of 

expe ri en ces . 



FIN DI NGS 

Scor e s wer e der ived for a reas. Ra nk ord e r of area 

sc or e s fo llow. 

Subj ec t 
Numb e rs 

I I 
I 

I I I 

VI 
VI II 

v 
IV 

VI I 

Area 
Titles 

Cl oth ing for the fa mi ly 
Fo od f or th e f am ily 
Re l at i onsh ip s : pe r so na l, 

soc i a l , a nd fa mil y 
Home care of th e si c k 
Future Homemake rs of Ame rica 

a nd Young Homemake r s of Texa s 
Hous i ng f or t he f ami ly 
Chi ld ca r e an d deve l opme nt 
Budget in g a nd f in a nc e 

Area 
Scores 

0.80 
0.74 

0.74 
0.73 

0 .7 2 
0.71 
0.6 8 
0 . 67 
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Of 174 expe ri e nc es subm it ted fo r e val ua ti on, 151, 87 

pe r cent , were rate d s uff i c i entl y hi gh fo r acceptan ce as 

po t e nti a l compo ne n t s of t he homemaking pr og r am wi t hout f ur-

the r an a l ys i s of da t a . Ei ghte2n exper i ences , 10 pe r ce nt , 

sc ored more tha n 0 . 84 ; and so were ragarded as espec i a lly 

des i rab l e components of hom emak in g . No ne of th e s ubm i tte d 

exper i enc2s scored l ow enough for summary reject i on, but 23 , 

13 pe r cent , scored i n the i nconc l us i ve rang e, a nd were 

tes t ed by Ch i square ana l ys i s of data . Four of the 23 inc on-

elus i vely scored ex per i ences , 17 per cent , were accepted 

c fte r Chi square test i ng . Nineteen, 83 per cent , of the 

inconclusi ve l y scored experie nces were rej ected. Th e ana l ys i s 
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of dat a re s ult ed i n an ov era ll rej ect i on of l l pe r ce nt of 

t he s ubm i tte d exp e ri e nce s . 

Th e cr iti c i sms and s ugges tio ns s ec tio n of the quest i on

naire estab li s hed th a t Young Homemak e r s we r e he l pe d most by 

i ns tru ction in foods and c l ot hi ng, and tha t t ho s e a r ea s were 

be ing we ll pr ese nt ed. So me in se curi t y wa s f ound in home 

man agem ent , hou s in g , chi l d c a r e , and re l at i ons hips . 

Su gge s ti ons for i mp r oveme nt of home mak i ng pr og ra ms in 

d i ca t ed pr e s ent a t ion of i nte r es t co mpe l l i ng c l asses as a 

r eme dy fo r ado l es cent in a tte nt ion . The re was s om e teach e r 

pe r for ma nce crit i c i sm. Spec if i c a r eas i n wh i c h impro ved 

i ns t r uc t i on or add i tion a l t i me we r e s uggeste d we r e foods , 

man ageme nt , hou s i ng , home nur s ing , a nd f am il y r e l ati ons hips. 

Fi nd i ngs fr om th e cr it ic i sms and s uggest i ons se ction 

of t he quest ionn a i r e we r e cons i ste nt wit h the orde r of the 

a r ea va l ue li st c omp il ed from eva l uat i ons of expe r ie nce s . 

The ord e r of va ·l ue l ist pl aces cl oth i ng and foods i n the 

nu mber one an d t\--10 po s i t i ons , wi th fam i l y re l at i ons hi ps t i ed 

- wi th f oo ds for seco nd pl ace . Cri t i c i sms 3nd sugges t ions over 

whe l mi ng l y favo re d f ood s and c l oth i ng as t he mos t va l ue d 

ar ea s . The dec i s i ve pr e f ere nc e f or fo ods and c lo t hi ng over 

oth e r area s was probab ly a res ul t of def ici ent i nstruct i on 

i n oth er J r e as . Mos t of the r esponden ts att e nded rur a l 
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sc hoo l s . Some rura l s choo l s a re repute d to offe r li tt l e 

other than foods and clothi ng in t he ho memak ing progr am . In 

products of such sch ools , fa ilur e to appr ecia te the value of 

other sub j ec ts i s un de rst and ab le. 

CO NCLU SIONS 

Th e homemaking pr ogram shou ld be well ba lanc ed betwee n 

the traditiona l homemak i ng sk ill s a nd th e ar ea s favored for 

emphas i s in NevJ Dir ect i ons by Sco tt ( 32 ). The f indin gs from 

the c ommun ity surv ey indi cate th at the bas i c sk ill s have bee n 

present ed competent l y ) and that pr ac tic in g home~ake r s rega rd 

instruction in the ba s i cs to be of va lu e . Ba l a nced against 

t hat i s the r ap i d l y chanqing envir onme nt and the expecta tio n 

tha t most l oc a l youth wi ll mi grat e to more urban co mm un iti e s 

whe r e othe r l ea rning s may be of mor e uti li ty . Th e hom em ak ing 

program sh ould continu e to pr ese nt bas ic s adeq uately, but 

wi th some l essened _emp ha s i s in ord e r to make t i me av a i l ab l e 

for adequate pre se ntation of subj ec t matter fa vor ed in New 

Di r ect ions . 

One of th e mos t s i gn i f i cant accomp l i shmen ts of th is 

st ud y was a by-pr od uct . A me tho d fo r pr ec i se numer i ca l sc or 

i ~g of r . l a tiv e e va lu at io ns a nd a sca l e aga in s t which sc ores 

ca n be judged were deve l oped i n order to a vo i d use of des crip 

tive t erms fo r e va lu at i ons . Th e method i s s ubm itt ed wi t h 

the hope t ha t it ma y find favor wit h other inv estigators , a nd 
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tha t the meth od may be i mprove d and perfected until eva lua 

t ions will be made i n t e r ms more pr ec i se th an descript ive 

compa rison. 

RECOMMEN DATIONS 

A need wa s fe lt for a gloss a ry of ho me econ omics and 

homemak ing terms . A li st of includ ed areas sho uld cle ar l y 

li mit th e sco pe of ea ch area and shou ld es ta bli sh wide l y 

used nomenc l at ur e of a r eas ; in or de r that inv est i gators 

th r oughou t the f i e l d, us i ng the same t erm or r e ferring t o 

the same area, wo uld be des cribin g th e same sub j e ct ma tter . 

The gl ossary s hou l d be sponso r ed a nd publi shed by a re cog

ni ze d and Jccepted author ity . 

This study a nd the i nc lu ded re vi ew of r e l at ed stud ies 

in d ic ate that r es pond ent s 1nay be pro ne to ove r e va lu at e ex

pe r i e nces . Th i s ma y stem f r on1 a r e lu ct anc e to adm it ado 

l es ce nt fa ilur e to der iv 2 m x i mum be nef it from in struct io n . 

Resea r c h i s ne ede d to dete rm in e how much ove r eva l uatio n 

go es in t o r es pon ses to norn1at iv e s ur veys . Another pote nti a l 

- a pproach wou l d be de ve l opme nt of proc ed ures t o circu mven t a 

proneness t o ov e r e va lu ate . 

Res arch i s needed to determine to what ext e nt comm unity 

stud i es ar·e made as a fac tor in educat ion a l progr am pla nning ; 

an d , ha ving b~en made , to wha t extent the prese nt ed pro gram 
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i s influenced . It i s t he opini on of th e present i nves tigator 

that co mm unity studies are va l uab l e and co mm unity op inion 

s hou l d be considered so far as it i s in ac cord with so und 

educa tional pr inciples--if for no re ason ot her th an good 

pub lic relations. How ever, .publ i c opinion shou l d not be 

acc e pt ed as a mandate to be slavish ly ob eyed. The educat or•s 

tra ining and expe ri ence qualify him as mo re kno wl ed geab l e 

upon matt ers ed ucationa l th an his l ay broth ers. 

In quiry into t he rel at i ons hip between r ea l wage s and 

the proportion of married women who work for wag es outs id e 

the home i s indic ated . The proport i on of marri e d women who 

wo r k for wages a nd the proport i on of wom e n in th e na tiona l 

l abor force ha ve s t ead ily inc r ea sed whil e t he va l ue of mon ey 

has be e n stead ily e ro ded by i nf l ation . I f th e r e i s a re l -

t i ons hip, i t shou ld be de termin ed . 
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