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T A AT
ITREFACH

Because it is & generally concelved truth tact the
novel is the most important South Americen literary expres-
sion of tihe t.sntieth century, end because Jouth Americe is
& land of promiss of the [future, I cm attenpting to show
through the novels of anuel Gflvez, & representetive South
Americen and & true Argentinsan, the developuent of tae pre-
sent Argentine es she meets tine futurs.

It ig elso my belief thzt fiction for such & study
is more valueble taan fact. The novel elone 1s broed eanough
to encompess the multiple factors, =ven superficlally, of
such & developuent.

The reelistic novel pal.ts vivid plctures ol the
strife and struggle of & couatry in & nuge social evolution,
end does not fell to touch every phase of life &nd thouszht
of the times which deand understanding for coupreliension of
the wiaole.

From such & weelth of meterial, I have chosen the
works of lenuel G8lvez because e nas been cble to give &
larger rresentation in hisz realistic novels, through his

broad scope and veristy oi subjects, settings end treztaents,

(2]

Than otner novelists in this field,
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The purpose of such én examiaction should

revelation of the knowledgze of end inslght into th

tine ncetlon; thals, in turn, can be applled to the
standing of s~rzentine es the world proasresses on 1
ward unlversel understencéing end psace.

1o Dr. Rewvzcce Switzer For her in

spiration

ia directins tais tassis, end to Dr. A. W. Joolosy
Dede 3perikes for their .wost helypful supgestions, I

ecmnowledgeuent.,

be the
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CHAPTER I
LIFE OF GALVEZ

One of the most noteble and prolific novelists of
Spenish America 1is Manuel Gélvez of Argentina. He was born
in Parané, capital of the province of Entre bes, July 18,
1882, a crucial place and time in the history of Argentina,
His parents were moderately wealthy, and his family was one
of the foremost of Parané.

Gélvez received his primery education from the Jesuit
school in Santa Fé and his secondary education from their
college in Buenos Aires, The year 1898 found the sixteen-
year-o0ld Gélvez enrolled in the law school of the University
of Buenos Aires, where he was & brilliant and versatile
student. He showed & naturel inclination to the study of
psychology and soclology. For his thesis in this rield, he
made & study of the prostitutes of Buenos Aires (EE_EEEEE de
blenca). This study is the theme of his novel published

several years later, Nacha Regules, 1920, which gained for him

the ®"primer Premio lunicipal de Prosa.m

On greduating from the law school, young Gélvez did
not devote &1l his attention to leaw, as he had not yet decided
upon his vocetion. So,in this period, he studied seriously
music, art, English, and French, He read widely in the litera-~
tures of Spein and France, particularly that of the golden age

1



in Spain and that of the new reelists in France. Also
during the yezrs immedistely following law school, he, in
conjunction with & friend, founded in 1903 a monthly 1it-
erary review called "Ideas", This beceme the proving
ground for many young men who heve since made a mark in
Argentine letters and also testifies to the fect that the
young writers were men of thought and sction. Galvez con-
tributed some articles to the newspaper in Santa Fé, and
did much writing for his own "Ideas®™,., This literery organi-
zation lasted until 1905,
Commenting on this period in the life of Gélvez,

J. R. Spell says:

At this period in his life, G&lvez took an active

part in the Bohemian life of the struggling literati

of Buenos Aires and reached the conclusion that

Catholicism wes an inefficient agency in the promo=-

tion of social justice. . . . . Among the wide

and varied influences which left their impression on

his spirituel development were modernistic poetry,

the pleys of Ibsen, and the ideesl views of Tolstoy.l

In 1905 the future novelist decided to broasden his

horizon, as many of his age and class did, by making an ex-
tensive tour of Europe. There he continued his study of art
end mede literery contacts with meny great writers, among
whom were Valle-Incléan in Medrid and Rubén Darfo in Peris.

His trip took him to the Orient. Throughout his travels,

Gélvez, by his discerning nature, observed carefully the

lJefferson Rhea Spell, Contemporsry Spenigh Americen
Fiction (Chepel Hill: The University of North Ceroline Préss,
1944), p. 16.




charscter of the people in the verious countries, putting

to practical use his previous studies of psychology and socio-
logy. The study of educetional methods was anotier item on
nis list for careful observetion; this wes to prepare him ror
the position he wes to fill on his return to Argentina. The
wnole journey served to give himu & sense of objectivity in
viewing his own country, that is to be noted liter in iis
writings.

Returaing to Buenos Alres in 1906, he wes eppointed
"Inspector de Easeflanza Secundaria," a position he siill holds.
His interest in educational matters is more specifically in
the personal element through which he might help social evils.,
The position also afforded him the opportunity to iemiliarize
nimself with the distant corners of his netive Argentina.

Both of these factors ere menifested in L& maestra norual,

considered by some hls finest work. At any rate, it gave aim
literery fame throughout the Spanisn-speaxing world.

From nis first book of verse, Bl enigme interior

(1907), and his second, El sendero de humildad, can be felt the
beginnings of the change in Gélvez from a sentimental, intro-

spective young men to & m-ture writer with & realistic point of
view, This tendency developed even more strongly in his publi-
cations and ovecame his best mediwn wien he tuIn :d to the reslis-

tie novel.



In 1910 he married Delfina Bunge, @lso & writer of
. : - £+
note. Togetisr, thoey went to Zurope, 1910-1¢1l. Galvez, on

-

this trip, acted s the Argentine delzgate to the Unemploy-
ment Council of Faris of 1910, TFrom tais period @ovrosd and
€s ¢ result of ais trevels through Spain coumes Zl soler de

la roza, which in 1514 toox the Third Netionsl Literary

Prize of Argentina,

£ i Fal FP > Z " [ - T S
Truly & stud:z:nt of hiz tiies, Galvez coatlnued ils

ct

tin of & veried neture, {romn Zuropsan &rt to

M

studles &nd

( LJ

social live in the proviacial cities oI Buenos Lires

Ghlvez's intsrzst, during thsse esrly ysears, ia crt,
in the provincial clties, in tiie literature, and &lso
in the socloloyical conditionsg of Argentine 1= emply
reflectad in a series of crticles thaet eipeared in the
liter:ry periodicels Nosotros (Busuos hAirss) and
L'Amerique TCT:L 1e (Perls;, some thivty two of sualceh
were revigeda end repudblished uander th; title of

"e vids MQWtiP78" (Arte ¥ Titeratura: 1510- 1016)
Jutstending emong the twelve that trect oi ort 1s one
of 1 Greco, Tor -wion Gf1vez hos eczrlier conceived e
profound cdairetion.

on. This

I_J-

In 1917, GElvez egain founded & publicet
time 1t wes the "Cooperstive =dltorial Buenos Aliresz™ ond

declt -:ith nctiosalistic end lovor matters:

En 1917 fgnd6 le. Cooper ;Jiva Tditorisl Buenos
Lires, enbriue levor de fndole n: cionalista,?

These publicetions, nls travels, and als experience as & public

I

C

edministrator in the field of educetion rroved invalueble

treining for one who set himself loter to writing a virtual

lIbid., o. 20.

Arturo Torrss Rioseco, Grandes novelistas de la

Ladrice hlsp@na (Berkley: JulVe““lty of Celifornizs Fress,
13457, Vol. TT, p. 15




mirror of Argentians.

Since 1917, then, Gélvez's chief occupetion, other
than his duties &s inspector of s=condary educetion, has been
writing. Not only hes he written & large number of realis-
tic novels, but many non-fictional prose works and erticles
es well., Among these are criticisms of his own works; for
meny times G&lvez has been called upon to defend his writing:

Desde entonces {1917) toda su nistoria se podaria

limitar a la aparicidn de sus libros y & los
comenterios por ellog suscitados. No creo equivo-
carine al afirmer que GElvez ha sido el escritor
més discutido entre lcs modernos de su patria,

-~ . . s
Gelvez 1s a men of & varied nature, of wmany moods,
capable of understanding the r=tl, the materiel, snd the

ideal. His works reilect his veried nsture, and perhaps tails

in some me&gure explains why he nes been attacked &g socliale

e

stic, romentic, sentimentel, hershly rselistic, &and natural-
istic. Although he stoically meinteins thet wust he writes

is not his own opinion but tuat of his chieracters, ne never-
theless uncovers muci of himself in his veried outlook, imoods,
and interpretetions. Vehemently, however, he denies being
socialistic and Torres Rioseco affirms this in his criticel
work on G&lvez:

Gilvez es un burgués que juege golf y visita dames
aristocréticas, Yy yo estoy seguro de que conoce los

barrios, las fébricas, los_frigorificos, los centros
”~ »
obreros, solo de pesadita,

Lrpid., p. 138.

21bia.




The man, Gélvez, who h&s weathered all these storms
of controversy over his writings and spent the greater part
of his l1life writing and publishing for the seke of giving
the world his literary history of Argentine, is & tall, thin,
wiry man about 64 years of age, living now in Buenos Aires.
This personal description of nim is given by Torres Rioseco,
who hes interviewed him in Buenos Airess

Menuel Gadlvez es alto, esbelto, nervioso, gran
charlador. Como sufre de cierto defecto auditivo,
habla constantemente en falsete, movida y pinto-

resce. Es un gran ingenuo y un gren sensitivo; se
dirfe un nifio grande & quien nay que tener contento.
Rie con gusto, hombre sano al fin, pero puede sentirse
por una frase, por une opinidn. MNuy amigo de sus amigos,
puede temoién ser enemigo formidable. Se le ha tilsado
de egblatre y en verdad al hombre le preocupa demasiado
el eseritor, flagueza que & la larga es benéfica., Vive
comg liter ato, pendiente de la crftica, atento al
artlculo,al comentario, entre libros y revistas, en el
bullicio de Buenos Alres.l

Manuel GAlvez is a man of great lesrning and greet
culture, an educator who hes done much to further a progres-
sive and far-reaching educstionel system in Argentine. He
wes early & leader in recognizing Argentina's great nceds &s
8 young republic, and has played an important role in filling
these needs through his own public service, and es & writer.
His awareness of and sensitivity to the world in whieh he
lives 1s evidenced in his large variety of works. His proli-
ficness is in agreement with his nervous, quick, and hurried
temperament. Nevertheless, he is one to espouse csauses, to

picture social value with weigiht, reason, and surety. Through-

out his works he hes a single purpose, & Christian purpose of

11pid., p. 137.




helping society, befitting & sincere Cetholic. Always opti=-
mistic, he does not fail to recognize the bad.
Such & men is Manuel Galvez, and:

Into the writings . . . . went the preparation
of thirty years of broad education, extensive travel,
almost & decade of professional experience wilcih had
made him familier with his country snd its problems,
a profound religious conviction, and an aroused
interest in the life of the masses based on first-
hand knowledge of their living conditions. 1In addi-
tion, he had tried his hand at poetry and essay and
hed studied intensively the technique of French and
Spanish novelists. The results of &ll this prepara-
tory training, of his observetion, and his personal
interests were to find & place in his novels.l

lspell, op. eit., p. 21.




HAPTER IT
LITERARY INFLUENCES ON THZ JORKS OF
WANUEL GALVEZ

L lezding representative of the novelists of Argen-
tine, lienuel GAlvez, gives in his work a virtuel cross sec-
tion of tihe whole of Argentine development, The development
of srgentine is assocliated witn and analogous to, in sone
cases, thet of the other 3South Americen countries; Lianuel
célvez, then, is to be considered & representetive writer
of all South Americe. He is more tnan & men, more than &
writer; ne 1s an embodiment of & whole historical epoch of a
great continent. As only such & novelist as Gelvez can do,
he hes given to the world of todsy end posterity & cowprehen-
sion or his own world in full.

In the South Americen novel in genersl and in those
of menuel GAlvez, there are values thet by universel comperi-
son prove greet literary merits as well as numerous otier
greet values, Among these is.the sociel functlon of the
South American novel. Characteristicelly of the modern ege,
it hes repleced the sermons &nd devotional books of the
earlier periods:

Beyond question, the novel 1s tne most important
literery expression of the twentisth ceantury South
Americe; snd modern Spenish American novelists rank
for vigor, originality, and stylistic mastery along-
side thelr most distinguished fellow creftsuen in

8



the modern world. Yet this novel is chiefly interest-
ing not for its intrinsic merit nigh though that assured-
ly is, but_as & reflection of the culture of an entire
continent,
Perheps the earliest and most important influences on the
South American novels are to be founéd in Zurope. Although
Soutn America 1s & continent of msny republics, each one
has hed a similer and common culture and consequent forms of
literery expression. The coming of the modern age, tihe frult
of the earlier renasisssnce movement, flooded eighteenth and
nineteenth century Europe. There came about from that move-
ment over a period of time a series of modes of tnought
termed humanism, romanticism, naturalism, realism, end
nodernism thet swept Zurope and tnet was reflected somewhat
in tne thinking of the young colonials:
For Spanish American writers too had been awere of
tile successive movements to Romenticism, Re&lism,
Lodernism, But the 19th century was Ior Spanisih
American fiction a perio-d of absorption and experi-
mentation: it remeined for the 20th to Dbscone one
ol worthy self-expression.
The Spanisrd brought to the New World his own culture; but,
unlike the Englishmen, the Spaniard did not shere iis culture
. s < s ; . o . '
with the indigenas, nor did he borrow from.them. Although

LT . , . . s
Spains'® influence was gre:t, it was found that the traditional

forms of her literature L:d to undergo radicel changes

1Torres Rioscco, The Zpic of Latin American Literature
Literature (New York: Oxford University Press, 1944), p. 168.

21bid., p. 4.
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before being absorbed in the New World. Her influence wes
to be felt more tnrough the neturally realistic temperacent
of those who ceme to the New World, This reslism is a free,
strongly individuaslistic, creative, and artistic will thet
can be found again and again in the literary values, &s well
&s in the artistic expression of the 3outh American novel,
Srain, in her diversity of genius, never gquite reached the
heights on the white horse of Romanticism that ner French
neighbors did. She found it herd to follow the rules of the
clessicists and the neo-classicists. Some of the beasic strains
of Spanish literature that are found echoed in the novel of
South Americe are to be seen in whet lMadariega sesys of Spanish
Literature:

Thus from the birth of our epics down to the present

dey the creative faculty of the nstion evolves in a

steady direction, according to the law of natural

genius., It ignores or resists all intellectual dic-

tation, and follows the instinct wnich prompts 1t to

contemplate reelity as it is end to interpret it free-

ly and directly. This is the fect that gives to

Spanish litersture its independence, its originality,

and its strong character,
These Spanish qualities are to be seen in the novels of
Menuel Gélvez.

Another characteristic of the Spanish influence on the

Spanish American novel and prose literature in generel was the

costumbriste sketch, an essay on manners and customs, that

reacihed its height in the "school of 1898". This movement wes

lSalvador de Madariegs, The Genius of Spain (Oxford:
The Clarendon Press, 1923), p. 138,
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ked up abroad and widely imiteted tinere. Regionalicsm and
Raturalism were strong elements of tiis school; writers found
tie verren lend of Ceastile @ fevorite subject for tielr re-
. 5 . N / N
oael depiction. So the novels of Galvez, who wes greetly ine-
fluenced by the Spenish school of 1898, contein endless accounts
of the customs and lcoeslities throughout iLls native Argentina:
-~ <. -
Gelvez, que conoce muy vien sus clfsicos cnstelleneos,
se¢be olvicarse a tlempo de sus enﬂeﬂ%u z&s, cuando =s
1o quiere le nnodernidad de l= expr851on o el concepto
de livertad que es propio de los aispanoomericenos,
. . . . 0 s .
This asserts the Spanisnh temperz.weant of Galvez thet is coupled
with his individuslistic expression of nctive Argentine tend-
. . . 4
encies, Torres Rioseco stetes that izcnuel Galvez is one of
the few writers wiio Iollow the general cuaracteristics of
the stylistic foris of Spain:
G&1lvez es uno de los pocos eSCTLtOIQ” que 51’ubn a
rTess0s8 generales las rorues estilisticas wfs cowmunes
en ispefia., Sus peribdos son breves, no eousa ae las
cogjuncioaes ni de los relativos, puntie caprichosanente
y sl el argentinismo apsrecs, es wfs con unz intencidn
técnica que por desconocimieato del idiona.
The Spenish influeace, tien, is even more direct on
ianuel Gélvez than it is on the litersture of South America
/ 3
£s & wiole. But even Galvez 1s not to be considered a
Spanish literazry step-son; for the native Americen, or indfﬁena,

i1s #1s0 & strong influence. Indisn legends, popular ballads,

end leter the revolutionsry docwnents are blended witih the

lrorres Rioseco, Grandes novelistas de la América
Hispena, pp.1955-156.

zIbid., p. 156.
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Buropean movements. With the coming of the revolutioncry
spirit was interwoven a litersry recction ageianst Spain in
the colonies. The United States of America witn its freedom
began to be envied by the Letin Americaens and they began to
shake off the Spanish yoke culturally and spirituslly s well
as politically, even though this zccomplishment could not be
coutplete for weny decades:

American autnors heve continusd to study the Spanish
classics and fundamental culture, but with spiritual
orientation., Lenguage hes been modified. Indepen-
dence not solely politicel vut also in expression
wag sought by Sarmiento and other authors of tiae
great generation of proscritos (romanticists) in
LArgeatine. And gredually & new language is formed.
It is yet Spenish but more clear, with an appeal

to new i{orils -- often French -- which differs irom
Spanish not only in nuances, not only in new terus,
out 1n the construction ol tine phrase and in its
very essence,

Althougn the Spanisn and native American 1lnfluences s&re great,
it is to the French, truly, that the Letin American novels
. . , PR Pe .. -
including tnose of lienuel G2&lvez owe & lesrge debt. Here
appear greet similerities. With reference to the French in-
fluence on the 3panish novel:

Without renouncing any of the besuty ot Sreanish, it

has bbprrowed from the French clearness and grace;

thus it hes acquired that essential gquality of the

spirit which Spain was unzble to give, the cuality

S0 necesgswvry to tegper tue tumultuous erdor of
Anericen measures.

Curtis Wilgus, Modern Hispenic America (Washington,
D. C.: The George yashington University Press, 1937), Vol. I,

BIbid., p. 289.




13

Jrence aifected the Wew Jorld culturelly end politicelly in
the r-elm of literature:

Franclae sre la libertad polf%ica, religiosc, financiera
y heste greasic tical; Francie sre lz vida triunfentes,

sin prohiviciones nl cortapiscs; Frencia sra el deseo
confuso de evanger, gensndo terreno a ls noche, nasta
les cimes 2f€s sltas que podie concebir el espfritu
aweeno, La Lmdrica del sur se aid incelsctualiente &
Frencla con le ingenuldec de una virgen, se convirtid
en su diselpulo respetuocu, 1la inmitd naste en sus
errores y, desde lejos, modestauente, consciente de su
pequeﬁez,(at6 su destino &l de equella necidn portentosa
que perecla reunir todss lss eicelenclas y rsalizer
todos los suelos.

N

in literature, however, it wes through the asw rsalism

taet Frence inrfluenced the South Amsricen writers, rerti-
culerly Gf1lvez. The new realism wes & new mode of tuought
which sinifted its em hesis irom the subjJective to thie ob-
jective in France in 1550. This group sought to plece cll
elemznts of life in & rproper relection, taet is, the ugzly
shiould hrve an equal plece with the beautiful. Sociolozical
§nd psychological getters came into the foreground. There
were many exponsnts of tihls supposedly new mode of thought
in France, suchi as ﬁmile Zole, Belzac, Fleubert, aand Daudet:

e« « o« ith the exrly sixties . . . . showed

itself . . . . &n increased reali=m, 2 more faith-

ful presentetion of 1life, traceable to the influence

of contewmporary French novelists, perticulsrly Balzec,?
Other countries of Jfurope and fmerlca qulcgly cdopted the

thought thet wag found &t the same time and naturally in the

L mnuel Ugarte, "Preficio,"™ L& joven literatura
aispsnoc.icricana (Paris: Tibrsrie Arzend Colin, 1919),
pp. XVII-XVIIZI.

2Torres Rioszco, zpic of Letin Americen Litersture,
p‘ 80 )
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Americas., 3troang Reallists, G&lvez to be counted among them,
sprang up in every country.

There heve been meny proofs of Gélvez's close literary
£inship with the French realists. Balzac's definition of
realism, as expressed in the prefzce to themCombdie hareine,"”
was edopted by laanuel Gélvez. This hed caused him to be re-
ferred to by liter:ry critics as tae Balzac of Argentina.
Frimerily, this associstion is in psychologzical analysis &nd
objectivity, although their purposes sre compofreovle €1so0:

. « .« . =&nd like Bslzec, uae (G&lvez) sets aiu-
self a medawoth task: to put wodern Argentina on

peper snpwing its rapid growth, its grestness, its
defects.

4 - - . z . .
Gelvez has £1s0 been comp.red with Emile Zole who sees wan

8s &8 cog in a greszt social mschuine., Zola saild of Reslisms
The process verbal ot cxperisace (the new fiction)
is & cousequence of the scientific evolutioan of the
century; it continues and complsastes physiology, wiiich
in turn rests on chemistry end physics; it substitutes
for the study of men as &n abstrection, of the meta-
paysical and cuaemical law, and deterained by the in-
fluences of his surroundings; it is, in & word, tine
literature of our ccilentific =ge, &s the classical and
romentic literatures correspond to an age of loglc and
theology.

Although ienuel G&lvez differs from Zola in tnct his study of
humen proovlems i1s more sentimentsl, tihe similerities sre
greater than the differences, which indicetes thet GElvez

and his contemporaries probably reed the works of Zola

11via., p. 17%.

2Philo W. Buck, An intiology of world Litercture (New
York:; The iecmillen Co., 1937), p. 736.

]

-




15
seriously. iwuch of nis interpretstion cen be fouad as vasic
s N 7
in tae novels oi Galvez:

In hls novels, Gélvez hes used Arzentine soclzty o8
& laboretory, much ¢s Zola hed cone witnh the soecisty
of Peris, cventually turning the novel Irom its
channel c¢f &esthetig¢ purpose into tiae lake of socio=-
logicel propegenda.

Ferticularly in subjeet metter ere the two siniler:

For his wuovels, lixke Zola's, oi'ten pevtook of tae caar-
ccter of exposes; for ilnstence nls ilaoportrat first boox

b4
Le .ceestre aoraal (1914), vivisceis tue pettiness of

provincial ..inds €24 the soral s.alliness of tne zduca-
tioaal proJession.2
sDout 1200, tucre wew evidsabt coaony tae reallsts in Lotin

Aierica & aew Trend to.erd seburelisa.,  Sole nod 1l tle oy
e rlicr seyln tuct everythiliy au.fa 1a taz reoult of the
piiysiolo.dcel oroenisy, shich iIn turn 1o dzveraized Ly heredlty
d eavironaznt. To prove this, the netuccllistc traeted here-
tofore sociully toboo subjects ¢ad settlasn; feuenine psycholo-
ricul studies were nuierous, such cubjiactc it the 1nTluc ces
thaelr pnysieel end enviroxwumentcl boclk.round on tlhen wrie
Tfuvorite themes of Gilvez's. Levert.eless, he protests

tnat he is not & nsturalist:

Similearly, uulv¢u, Tor €11 thet he protests uis
independence Trow naturelisy, has L“,J‘fuﬂil 55 sSuUrong
parallels with Zole; traz, Lio work 1s more roamantleul
end emotion=l end nilg coure Zeion fcr the unlfortunste
is closer to chke*s or Daudet, Lubt I aic uOACuy 7
the uovel, and ls sxzecution of this concep GElvez's
wWork remlﬂu one of tue ro.un sxperimentel,

1

Yorres Riomeco, The Zpic of Letin hsaerice, p. 174&.

‘)
®Touid.

°Ipia.



Facha Rzgules, que GElvez aulere ver in el ewtreiio
opuesto del 1eturalisuo, tiene .ucho de “an' en sl
tema, le SEnSre de trntarlo heste en el &xito eaorae

de livrerfa gue a.bos thg ol nL11< Eromn & sus cutores,
eneptuanco, clc =Bl de amblente y

ae carfeter ricicl., GElvez ;arcce no aullbuir e LE
liportencic « 1l hereacis, oero en clerto =entido

el Ouscrvador y el suyreriscnatodor e gue habla Zols
g1 su estudio sobre la novele, y obres commo Historia
de Arrecel no podrian explicarse sin los entecede ies
de la egcuele netureliste., Los trabzjos del
frigorifico, le fesldad del barrio de les R.nas, los
burdeles, les escenes repugnantes, le bpruteiided
cdiose ael caino, todo lo que ofende & la sensibilided,
1 oido, 21 ojo, y 1 olfato, expresedo en un esvilo
nervioso, cortedo, bxusco vulger & retos, revela que
este escritor no a& 16100 en vano &l meestro de

Le Ventre de Paris.l

h . - . . ' = Z
fLgelin Torres Rioseco points out tiae reletion of Gé&lvez to
Zola and the reaslistic novelists

Gélvez es més roméntico, més emocionel que Zola
pero_en la menere de cowmprender el sentldo y el
orop051to de la novela se perecen. S1 hey elumentos
subjectivos y anélisis en La weestre, tembién los
hay en cas 1 todss 1los novclcs del frances. An E1
22l wetefisico e peTece & ni que los sufrimientos
v muerte de Cerlos Riga, poeta ¥y ¢ oullco, son
caussdas por le felte de ambiente llterarlo, por

la diferencia de clase socisl, por 1ls incomprensibn
del gren phblico. Sin embergo, en este oore hey un
gran sentimiento de piedad por los fracesados imn&s
propios de Daudet o de Dickens que de Zola,

Gélvez, in his dwelling on psychologicel analysis, approaches
tie wors oI Bourget. Yet on another occesion does Torres
Rioseco mention the kinship of GElvez with Balzec &nd Zola

as & narretor who meintains interest amid & full program

of ection:

lrorres Rioseco, Grandes novelistes de la Américe
dispens, p. 143, _
2Tbid., p. 141.
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Pero es 1ndudable que ese retreto veridico ¥y
proiundo de la socleded de Faris que se llama
L'dducetion Sentimentel estabs fijo en l&a mente
mlientras reletabe le vida esmerge de Cerlos Riga.
Un estudio de lLiie. Bovary de les psicolog{és
femenines de GElvez serie de especiel interfs e
este respecto.

Probebly it is &s iruch by nsture, need, end time,
e&s by contect and study thet GElvez end South Americen novel=
ists are so greetly influenced by Zuropean realists. In
Gélvez, s in Flzubert and Tolstoi, tihere 1is the purpose of
humen responsibility. After Dumcs, end then the Spanish

costumbristas, comes the emphesis on contemporery mmanners

and customs. Seen from the broader viewpoint, Gélvez is a
product of the modern age that the French and otaer Euro-
peans termed reelism. (Unless & very broadened reelism is
meent, there would be no inclusion of influences, such &s
Daudet's sentimentality.)

Tambi&n se presiente el influjo de Daudet en La

Sombra del convento -- novela con tendencia

psicologle en gue se narren los emores, la falte
e N . -~
de fe y le conversion de un joven cordobes.

Admitting his close kinship with the Huropeens from
whom he borrowed and by whom he wes influenced, it was the
grefting process of the Buropean with the native Letin
Americen spirit thet gives Gélvez tie right to the title of
"The Argentine Novelist". Tor the Argentine netion itself
is & product of the same grarting process. So lLianuel Gélvéz

find his roots in Zurope &s he develops the multiple branches

l1via., p. 14z2.

2Ibid., p. 141.
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of Argentine life.

In Argentina, long before the novel appeared, the
reelistic story of customs was popular. Even the early
chronicles of the conquest hed been stirringly realistic
accounts, filled with vivid description. The essey, written
through compulsory need, lent its touch to the epproeching
novel of lLetin Americe. The language of the revolutionary
petriot in his denunciations end pleas represents & native
realism, as spontaneous and original as that of the French.
American realism from its beginnings wes more cheerful, more
inclusive, and more naturel than the Huropean., Not to be
minimized for their realism are the Indian teles end legends.
The regional characters, such as the gaucho, and expressions
of regionalistic feelings scarcely needed a Burope&an model
for realism. The French realists had little to compere with
the struggle of man egainst neture as in Bustecio Rivera's
la Vorfgine, 1924, when they said thet realism was holding
the ear close to nature's bresst. The examples are without
number. The strugele for nationalism -- in Argentina the
struggle of provincialism ageinst urbanism (Gflvez's La

maestra normal), is true American realism,

A tracing of these native influences further dispels
the scecusation of Gélvez's being over-Europeenized, because
as a reflection of his times, he wes sensitive to all streins

thet could form & pert of his symphonies on Argentina.
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Tnese streins &re to be treced furtner in the
poetic activity of the modernist school that began in the
early eighties in Buenos Aires. Originsting witn Rubén
Daerio in his Azul, 1888, it wes signelly & cosmopoliten move-
ment, The movement nad a world-wide influence and effected
South fmerican writers grestly. G&lvez is known to have been
intensely interested in the new literary group, &lthough
he clung to more treditional forms.

Letin America was & child prodigy in the school of
realism, Her inheritence wes ricii, but she took the best
from her tezchers and employed her greet netural talent end
developed her own Americen re«lism., The grefting operestions
carried on by the South American writers sre full of color
end action, but their goal is alweys the scme -- to produce
a form in the true Americen spirit.

The incorporation of gll the reezlistic tendencics cen
be termed the lerger realism. These tendencies include the
native, ceused by physicel elements; the borrowed, from
discovery and exploretion to subsequent social conditions;
and the contemporary, resulting from changing modes of thought,
yenuel G&lvez is & disciple of this -- the larger realism.

The larger reclism occuples an extended field. The
subjective elewent, far from being suppressed, is
emphasized, This i1s because in real life it is eglso
emphasized, Our real life consists not in passive

perceftion or scientific enalysis, but in apprecia-
tion.

lHilda Riles, "The Larger Re&lism," Poet Lore, XXIV,
Sept., 1lvl3, pp. 353-397. '
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4+t is with this lerger reslism thet the South
American writers as & whole are concerned:

Spanish Americen novels, or at least & large number

of them, sre of the reslistic type. That is to ss8y,
tieir authiors neve tried to reproduce and interpret
according to verying cenons, the 1life that they found
in the world ebout them. Thus, in the 18th century,
Spenish American novelists descrived the internel
struggles of the young republics, the Iormation of a
stratiried society, the growth of great cities, and
the tregecy of individuel lives drewn into the slum-
life of poverty and degradetion. In the 20th century,
they heve written with & widening perception of man in
his struggle cgainst primitive neture, of men working
in mines, plentations, and in frctories, of sensitive
spirits uncble to cope with modern life, of simple
souls engaging in & revolution they cannot understeand.
In its treatwent of sucii subjects the realistic novel be-
coumes & precious record rrom waich to study the life
of the Spanish Americen continent.l

Gélvez takes his plece as & leeder among such modern
South American writers ss Carlos Reyles of Uruguay, 1l8c¢8-1938,
Blanco Fombon& of Venezuela, 1874-1944, and Alberto RBlest
Gena of Chile, 1830-1920, all belonging to the larger r=al-
ism group. With Carlos Reyles, G&lvez has much in coumnon
in the rield of philosophy, and in trectuwent of social end
political problems. As & historian, C2lvez ueasures up
well with Alberto Blest Gena in his accounts of the Argentine
ward with Peraguay and Brazil.

In the expression of the larger reslism, tuere is a
relation ovetween the novelists of South America and Horth

Americe. BHzch has & comparable Zuropeen backgrouud; esch

lTorres Rioseco, The Epic of Latin Americen Literecture,

p. 169.




has hed & long struggle po develop @ netionel litereature.
Even the recent trend which tends toward a breaking away
from all plans, rules, or pettern of composition, which
follows only the dictates of tihe conscience, and wiich is
limited only in sbility, points out similerities between the
Americas,

L comparison of GElvez and Sincleir Lewis shows extra-

ordinery similiarities beyond the fect that uein Street and

le weestre norimel heve been universally reed and criticized:

L i b i . /',

Lmbos son escritores reelistes, s.ubos Lan leldo con

mucho cuidzdo a Fleutvert y a Zola, ambos critican con

acritud ¢ 1le sociedad en que viven, @xbos tlenen un

concepto utilitario de le novela y sm.os den peguels

importancia & le parte estética de sus creaclones.
There is further similerity between GBlvez end the eearly
North American writers in thelr cownon plecs Tor tiaelr own
countries to establish themselves, to develop tineir own cul-
neir own literatures, tunelr own netionelities. IDoth
hold tne utilituriesn concept ol the modern realistic novel.

So in vanuel G&lvez we see = literery leader ruiong iuis

own people, & leader aaong 3outh Americen riters, ¢ composite
reflector of the foreign and netive influeaces coamion to nis
country, a litersry ertist of universal merit. C&lvez, then,
is & master proauct of his &ge and, being suci, ne hes ful-

filled his responsivility by producing & masterpisce -- a

literary tepestry of Argeatina.

lTorres Rioseco, Grendes novelistss de le Américe

Hispana, p. 196,
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This study will view closely andé brosdly this
tapestry s it endeavors to echieve its purpose -- 2 greater
understanding end eppreciation of Argentina and the Argen-~

tineans,




CHAPTZR III
CLASSIFICLTION AND ZCOPE

OF GALVEZ'S JORKS

Manuel GAlvez stetes very clearly his aim and pur=-

pose as & novelist:

Mi oficio, como tal, consiste s0lo en reflsjar la

vida. 31 novelista debe ser om0 un espejo nte

el cual desfilan los ho.abres, las coses y las

Goctrines.
Over and over agein, he stetes thet his only desire is to re-
Tlect liie. And altiough he msinteins thet the people, things,
and doctrines that come from his pen are not his crsation, but
only his presentation, certain elements of his writings, his
style, moods, approaches, and viewpolnts are &s inevitable
as they are imperetive., Quite normelly, he gives his own view
of settings in time, pleace, and delineestion. ii&ny of his char-
acters could be created or preseanted only by tine artist --
Gélvez. Some of his historical characters, such s Hipdlito
Yrigoyen, are clearly as e visualized them; their presenta-
tion is his reflection. Again Gélvez puts himself 1into his
work in his treatment of Buenos Aires end Argentine es & whole.
His love for both is fundamental throughout.

His sympathy for the people who are victims of social

evils, his respect 1or the Argentline rforefethers, and ais

Yrorres Rioseco, Novelistas contemporfneos de
Audrica (Santiago: Zditorial Necimiento, 1939), p. 257.

23
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admiration for the early leaders cannot escape the reader.
His patriotism is ever present as the basic purpose of his
work. His attacks against materialism and evils of Argentina
are made with the distinet purpose of bringing attention to
them for correction. In mainteining his perspective, ob-
jectivity, and artistic sense, he does meke an effort to con-
ceal himself. In so doing he does not always prescribe the
correction for the evil depicted, but often rests after
mirroring it so that all ma&y sese. This proves his faith in
people, in & divinity, and in the fundeamentel altruistic
philosophy which is his as & person, and as a writer. The
very faect that he has chosen realistic novels &s his medium
marks the man personelly eas well es literarily.

Galvez has & social end in view in most of his works.
His is a definite utilitarian concept of the novel. His
themes, then, are usually of everyday life, his moods and
styles correspondingly varied,

His tone in Solar de la ragza, one of unis earliest
prose works, is that of & vehement young petriot who sees,
quite broadly, e similarity of spirit between his young in-
tellectual friends eand the intellectuals of 1898 Spain:

Son los escritores, y especlalmente los Jovenes,
quienes realizan esta obra de evangel;zaclon. Ll
pequeno grupo que formemos ejerce aqui una misidn
seme;ante & la que surgib despues del desestre,
Espana por medio de Ganivet, M301as Picavea, Costsa,
Unamyno y algunos otros, se observd a sf misme y

llegd & conocerse profundamente. Tamblnn wmi patrie,
por medio de sus jovenes escritores, estd observéndose



290
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a2 s{ misma y yo creo que ya ha empezado a conocerse.l

In his essays, La Argentina en nuestros libros and Este

pueblo necesite, his mood is anslytical with 2 philosopnicel
tone. Here he strives to see his country objesctively, to
view her ills, and prescribe theoretically for their remsdy.
BEn Buenos Al:es, el paseznte con una sensibilidad
cultivada no tiesne donde poner los ojos y encontrar
un plecer estetlco « « « o« Pero nads tsn horrible
como la ediiicacidn probada. kg apresuro & recongcer
su notable mejorasmisnto en los (ltimos diez afios.
His mood changed marksdly in his socisl novels., In Nacne
Regules, Gilvez is tender and forgiving, showing his charec-
ters as playtiings of fate. This mood holds in several other

works, such as La historia de Arrabel, and L& tragedia de un

hombre fuerte. In this respect ne defends nlﬂself tarough ais

utilitarienism in the novel, as iie says:

wmostrar el mal y el delito para condenarlo, no es
hecer obre inworsl sino moral.®

In Fempe y su pesifn his tone is somewhet analyticel as well

as understanding, and so it is in La noche toca & su fin;

. - 4 . .
wnile in kiercoles 3anto there is & sirong mystical mood pre-

vailing.

As he moods serve his needs for realistic painting,

lGalvez, Bl solﬂr de la raza (Buenos Alires:

.

Editoriel Tor, 191%), . 12-13.

2Galvez, La Argentins en nuestros libros (Santiago,
Chile: =Rditoriel Ercilla, 1935), pp. 180-184.

3Gélvez, #prologo," Neacha Regules (Buenos Aires:
sZditoriel Tor, 1216), p. 1L,
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so does his style, which ne varies ejuslly with nis mood.
His eerly writings are somewhat lyricel, some even veing

written in verse (ZEl enigms interior sad El sendero de

numilidad.) Although, as he grew older, his style becamne
more reslistic 1n xeeping with nis subject metter, the lyric
strein appears in several of uls realistic woriks. The

in

™

<2 1 + e s L .
style of Liiércoles santo 1is welodious end lyrical £s is =3

()’3

logseco

[y r »
S8y S e

]

, A P :
the case 1in 21 el aetelfisico. Torres

Q

- . P4
un estos dos livros ae Gelves J?V e rwduLIOuuoncr

1{v cLeE, un y,hyLﬁUO barsiir de idess y teorfcs y une
sostenids uuuc¢1p01on de necio y de ¢osts,.

Farticul-sriy does l&nuel Gelvez excel in & descripe
tive style. Jis descriptions of Bueunos Alres cre incoupmrable,
ag are those of .iny localities wnien ue presents. sven in
his decceriptions hils style verles; sometiwes 1t is lyrical,
at other tiwes 1t 1s 2ervous, short, brusacue, and exnressive
of much feeling eand sentiment. Because many of nis dezcrip-

tions ere minute =nd detallsad, ti.is eccusation has been mede:

81 &Tén de la exactitud del detalle ocups un lucer
m"s ireportante que la concepcifin lueginetive,?2
fut it i1s in Lis concern Tor deteiled description tlhet muen of

ais v2lue ws ¢ writer lies, for nis word plictures of Argentina
eére most valueble frow & socialistice snd nisgtorical point of
view £nd overshadow the fact thet, in some cfses, he worknan-

snip is superior to his invsutive cbility.

o

s * : &£
lTorres Rioseco, Grandes novelistes de le fLmerica

digrnenc, p. 158,

2

Tbid., p. 150.










gspeclelly in the Igiigééi. The c¢audillo pictures of ZRoses
end of tine swall type caudillo, Toboade, are Iine exaumples
of this. Of his =tyle as 8 historiecel novelist Torres
Rioseco says;

GElvez ha dedo & la historia un interés dr:iftico,

y si no fuere por su minuciose cescripeidn esta
trilogia podris figurar eatre les mejores que se
flan eserito en nuestreo idioiw. Tiens intensided,
moviisientc, caracteres de inasudite originalidad.
Ldolece sin embergo de retigos & enuueracitn, de
irregularided en el plan, felte de trobezdn y une
imperdonevle ligereze de ectilo. Como eq t0odos los
libros de este escritor hsy en la trilogia una 2ran
cantidad de cualidedes de verdedero novelista que
se plerden eantre unea cazntided 1lgzual de derlfeclos pt

-, . e - . . N .
vevertunelecs, G&lvez deserves much praise for recording, s
& historical novelist, the ecrly years of tite Arcentine re-
public, 1t is only with the veriety of moods and styles

tii. t sucn & record could ve possliele, regeriless ol uls de-

L

fects as & literary artist. GAlvez inteationally rforsakes
ertistry for iils utiliterien purpose in certezin instveuces.
Ls in nis nistorieal works:

No le lntersse le axpresiGn poéticp ni tiene una
meners c=strictesuente persourl. Tiorra con genclllez,

vy si no fuera por su mlnuciosa enuaerscifn, que le
uece luacurrir clerte pestaez y en innunere olpﬂ reti-
ciones, airfe arecitices o Bricas y no seria dliiCll
encontrer e la btrilogfe de Lus escenes de lg cuerre

et
del Prraguey selecciones A1l MEs A6 £.LOLlop 8.2

Ls his style is modified, so is uls .eaner of writing

21

§ /.
serly novels, L& ngestra norwel, 21 pmol xetefisico,

[
=t
oy
[
0
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1 . - .
Torres Rioseco, Greideg novellistes dg la
4 H T4 e . L
Américe Hispene, p. o9,

®1pida., p. 135.
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. % L . Lo . .
Asuacion, in Huwneita. The typiczl provincisl city witi low
roofs, Spenish rejes, the slow, tropicsl and lazy atmospnsre
dominete much of the action of the novel.

chivez usuelly plays with society and social problsms
rather than landscape as such, even though the erffect of the
scene is the besis and controlling element of his theme.

-

alvez sesms to feel tnat tnis diversity of viewpoint in hand-

[

H
e

ng his themes is compulsory in giving the multiple espects
of Argentine life.

Ls varied &s his settings eare his themes. The his-
torical novels give Argentina in her early steges of develop-
ment, her problems-- domestic, nationsl, internstional es
primery themes. His sociological novels include customs,
atuosphere, socisl classes or levels, social types, and indivi
dual psychologicel problems ceused by social influences. The
confliet of realism end ideslisu is one of nis fevorite pnilo-
sophicel thewes, though thet of religion and =theism is seen

frequently. His basic theme is love, however. It is

spirituel love in @l céntico espiritual, where as & climax the
protegonist pushes awey the womesn he hes loved because en ide&
for & sculptured piece suddenly absoros him, proving the

existence of spiritual love. aritsl love is the theme of

free

“e

Ceutiverio and [Hombres en soledsd, treated reelisticslly

love involves Weche of Nache Regules and Rosalinde of Historie

de Lrrebal. Liorality is a common underlying tunecme of many of
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the novels ¢nd recelves full trestuent in his essays,l

l.
/", ~ - 4 N >
Gelvez, & dsvout Catholic, attacks tue leex of worsls in

wOdASINl Wolel, &au tue leuck of morsel opblig: tion of modern

[ &)

oclety in cecepting the responsivility for the prostitu-

tion of .uchs and Roselinda. e 1s one of the first Americen

@

writers to roliow French novelists in calling eltsation to
rzolistic cad soclally taboo subjscts. iiere he vindic: Les
alwsell 1a dealing witih awral problems b, repeating thnet the
peogle, scz2nes, and situs tlons gre aobt his, polatiang out
Tt tlie evil ig in soclelty for ollowing such coaditions to

hwnenitarian nission -- to mirror bazd sociel

"
6]

exlist. His is
conditions., This 1s the detemaining purpose in nls cuoice
oi varied subject matter and tileues.

Thig purpose is elso ssea in the selection of charce-
ters ror vrescntiobtion #ad thelr snolysis or development. This

is provid by the broad socitl ¢less repracedtntives.  Froa tne

. a o . - " - P T S P yl ~ * \ -

cluns of Suenos Alres cowme nocal, ouselizavn, end sl Crioo,  In
‘ . . e e o

2 ooLrnsl, bo thege ere tae lecdln. {wudllez op nlstoricel lecd-

:rs  presented perticul. rly 1lu ths trilogy ftallles or Tus= oz
Lores or tne rroviaces, of the rursl towas ol Lrosatind,
55 o0 tue provia

.y , - . . e ess o L o s AP P T
Jerihelfn of Caubllverio reprsseuwts Lie wdderin wouln of Lue

buo Le found in the erlstocr: vicelly
7

sinded iLauricio sendovel and 3Susamag de 0lozoga of £1 cantico

srell, op. cit., P 63,
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tnrougn spirituelity that the world is iluaproved, accordiig
P
to Galvez.
/ . . .
Ls & wihole, Gelvez prefers to delineste wen cacrac-

ters; these cre often weaX men, controlled by the love of

(2

some wougn, soclal conditions, frustrated hopes or wuwltion
religion or atmosphers. Farticulsrly evident ian this refer-

¢nce 1s the cuartcter Cerbvejal In Lo tragedis ¢ a noisbre

o e e

fuerte. Several are lntroverts, suowing Gflvez's interest in
pSyenclogictl studies. His historicsl clharacterigzations nave
received .uch preise. Outstanding rulsrs in toe alstory of

5

Lreentine, sucin £€s, Rosas (1229-52), Urquiza (1l8d5z2-06%2), hitre

}-Jn

{1gé2=-02), caraiento (1868-74), to name only a& few, are ebly
preseinted iu tiheir true ligut.

sspeelally notewortuy and of velue ure Gflvez's talents
in the cre: tion ol etiospuasere. _.ere e 1s tn artist, not only
with description, out with the use ol ailwosplhere for c¢suse and

eilcot. He oiten creates an etaospuere, €8 L2 Riojzg of La

weestre noruel, sond then rel.ies nis conaracters Lo it. ais

niuilosophy thet men sct and reect to geogreapnliesl condibions
A . . _ — e A"l

ond etmosnneres is anotier siwilerity in the resliss of Gzlvesz

o - P -1 PR ey e

and <mile 7ole clthough Gélvez did not stress tuls tasory so

Juen £ s the Freach novelists. Still the use of £ tmospiiere was

ervliost sculeveuenis, Of his sccond voluwe of

I tried to reproduce tie seasstlons taut the
Lreeatine landscape produced in e, &nd priarily
to evoxe the stmosphere or thos proviaclial towns
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R AT S SRV 41
Argentine heas no literature, 'Liost of the books
which are published here ere quite unreletad to
the environment, With no leadership from those
who sinould leed, Argentine is znti-intellectuslt'.l
Tais seme plea is expressed by Galvez himself in his La

Lrgentine en nuestros libros when he seys thet the Argentines

nave not learned to distinguish between sociel function &na

ertistic writing. The last plea of El diario del Gebriel

Juiroge is thet the people of Lrzentine remember that they
are lLatins, Speniards, and finally Argentines.

The Argentina ot 1907 goes through furtier analyzetion
in E1 sclar de le reza. Here agoin is the plea and hope lor
& gretter netioneliem for aArssntine. Gélvez comneres Arcen-
tine with Cpain, pointing out his countryt's grest debt to
the motiaer country snd seylng that meny of her charecteristics
still predominate. Argentine's grect meterialisu is one ex-
cevtion to the preveiling Svenish charecteristics. Argen-
tina is swarming with immigrents who sre purely wealth-seeking
and materialistically-minded. Galvez believes she needs
wore of the Spenish concept of life. This is & Christisn con-
cept, while Agreatina's preveiling belief is that from com-
merce and industry comes weelth. Galvez defends Spein against
the absurd lecends of everice, indolence, and cruelty that
grew up in Argentine following the rsvolution. He says thet

the , «nierds esre a kind, sincere, and most Christien people,

libida., p. 152.
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soldiers, the Argentine soldiers carried the war into
Paraguey. Tney were able to defeat the inspired and trained
Peragueyen soldiers and to capture the Paraguayan fort,
Huweité, The neme of the captured fort is the title of the
WOorkK.

. . . . . / .
The last of the trilogy 1is Jornedas de agonia, in

wilch the lest part of the wer of Peraguey is reported. Here
is the capture of Asuncidn by the ellies, and tne pursuit of
L5pez, who is &t last caught and executed by the Brazilian
soldiers in 1870. This was not done, however, before ne had
punisined his people ummercifully for not fignting or not
carrying out his commands.

Accurete historicel fects or this early trouble of
Argentine's ere the basis of the sction in tihe trilogy. How-
ever, to it are edded careful cheracterizations of the
lezders oif tihe period as well es fictional accounts of custous

and scenes of everydey Argentine during the wer period.

]

G

ctlvez veries and drews in varied menners his chersc-
ter choices, nistoricel and sociclogical. Some of uis caief
protagonists zre fictional while otuers are historicel leeders;
some ere cruel and vengeful products of civil strife; otuers
ere psychologoical studies of eticospinere end environment. These
eare treated independently and collectively in his verious works.
In the trilogy, there is the excellent olending of greet and
inferior leaders, of soldiers @nd innkeepers; in fact, a
virtusl cross section of cherecter types end individuals lies

before the reader.
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¢g 1dol or the Federalists:

dilo ves? iéJusn anuel es ,un sran hombre? Y si todevie
no ha ocupsco en la politica el lu:zar cue aeolere,
seré porgue eguarde el momento.

It seemed thet the Brazillian blockade of Buencs Aires during
tie war over tihe "Bande Orientel™ proved the opportune
moment
Buenos Aires ansiaba le pez con el Brasil. Tres afos
la guerra hebie necho bajar el valor de los billetes
de Banco y encearecido el vino, el pan y todos los
erticulos de primera neceslde d Por cause. del ovlogueo
de les naves br851lenog, les .wercaderias extrongeﬂas
hablen duplicado de preclo. A4lgunos couwercientes
guebraron. A Y para colmo los indios .x2logqueabsn en
les cercanfas de la 01udad
Just s it appezred thet Lrgenting would be conguered by the
Brezilisn blocikade, the Arszentineang turned toward R08&s.
Fedrezuele says to Hdinojose:
El pefs se hunde, Hinojose, y solo un homore puede
salvarlo., <se hoitbre provideaciel y extreordincrio
es Juan lunuel.,
Galvez cerries his delineation of the cherecter Roses even to

nis privete life at nis hecienda. Zsre Tomasito, ¢ typical
provinciel young men, coues boastiag proudly, back to his
people from his job as employee on the Rosas haciende;

Tn le estancia no se permite andar con £r.es, couo
no se permite beber ni jugar por plate.

lG&lVez, El gaucho de Los Cerrillos (Duenos Lires:
inreria y “ditorlal "le F?cultad " J. Roldén y Cla 1929),
p. 77,

2Ipid., p. 96.

“Tbid., p. 101.

4. .
Ibid., p. 79
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) .

pernerdino Rivadevia, ie zaotiner out:tending hise

¥

toricel isare, ol El seucho de Los Corviliou, . atrong

Tniterisa, he wes elected precid: 2t of the ®United DProvince
of vie River Flaotef 1n 1826 and lat:r 414 sauch to uuite the
. L. . . - P 's

provinces of Lrrentina, Lention is weds 2lgo of ortin

\drfguez, the rrevious governor of zuenos aAlres:

Aoy 2o . - . Id
A Rivoldevia, 'el seflor wivodovic' corio g2 le dzale, le
o etubsa 2hore sus ens pinigtro ael gover wdor
- - - AR
irrtin qorrfwueZ, y presiderte de lc 2enlibliocc, an
sesulen, an ui= :¢Lllzaa ung erirsordinoris
..L

2 Lty ol
gerdiritu euc 0Deo civilizocdoor suf coubatldo,
de/ld e tonoals de 'los pusbl s! pror los czudi
ant rguicos del interior.

In the s=cond historical novsl of tils s=2rizs, 3I1

.

di?' 0 del Genercsl Luliroga, auolider historicel tivure, i1s

well precented. This tine the protegzoanist is the caudillo

Luiroza, henchran of Rosas. The novel is = coantinustion of

tiie brilliant account of Roses's regimc followlns chronolo-

gicelly, 1530-1337, thet of Z1 gaucuo de los Cerrillos. Lwzin

the theme is tne struzgle between the Liberals end tae Coaser-
vatvives., Juiroga serves Roscs in tne unificztion of the
Federalists' power, His eccount is tresced from his zlorious
entry into Buenos Alres in 1830 to ais death £t the londs of
zn assessin in 183%5. Into the sccount of Juirogat's sctivi-
ties is woven penorame oi the Lrgentine period., The .ethods
of administeriag jusvice of ths time &re well illustrated by

Roses' heving the Mmurderers" of Julroes executed, two years

lIbid., p. 12.



57
two years after the assessinstion, whichk in 2all provacility,
was The yorg of Rosges himgelf.l

< . . .
Gelvez c2ose two hilstoricel lesders of Arzgesntine as

subjects of 1is only two blogrepnicsl works., The Tirst, vub-

- . - 3 . & - LS i ~— . / 1 -
lished in 1933, 1ig Vide de Fray .2merto 3iscuiu: the second,
" . - - -~ 7 - . e pd + g 3 N . A
pvublished 1a 1939, 1s exntitled =Zip0lito ¥Yrigoyea. Frey .eumerto

L . L. . .
~udld, oorn in 1326, wes ¢ netive of the Catamarce region in

vestern Argentina.  Fe cesme to be one of tae -1ost resolute

lecders of the clerny of tie Republic. One of his rsrectest
deeds wes nlg spesch uprholding thes constiiution orouglit out

J—

s Loy B . R -
after the fell of Roses.2 Hdipolito, vorn in 1502 and tuice

("l

elected president oi the country (1916-1923), is conscidered s

sen of mystery. The &ccount ol nis liife includes & penorame of

Arzentine politics and sociolosicel coaditions irou The f2ll of

‘ T S . .
noses to 1932, Zven taough “ipolito lived extremely simily, e

wes in coutact dtin and influencea zr=:£tly ell the Torceg of
Jdls way.

In & country of men without fixed principles, he
lived sccording to & fsew principles. dere wuere we all
chenge, ne never changed. Here wiere &laost 1l of us
are materizlists, de wes &n ldeclist and a mystic. 1In
the miast of millions of incividuels tiat c indit
he ned feith end feeling. e renounced the pleesur
this life when all sbout him were only rl
or those wio desired to be so. He wEs the only Arsenti
that never spoke 111 of anyone, that never lookea bOHQTO

vrizoyen end tiose ¢ oout
a

surope. The on.oultlon oet,een vy S

nim ocwe s the sewe £s toet bete e zustere en from tas
country znd a luxury -loviag uLtj deller, ths =tz g
thet betueen solitude of the country cad the venities of

tie city.d

the ori i




Zenuel Hstrecda (1842-94), Argentine Jjournalist and politiczl

ITigure enters Los ceuminos de le auerte:

N

un estos grupos aestacivase le Iizura ds Josg ianuel
/ * g nl (ol - o~

Istrede, ye cZlebre en sus veintitrés anos., 1zqueha
l& cebheze, delgeds la nariz, puntiagude le bparpbilla; une
rren onde decorspe le Zurlia frente, y 21 fino bigote,
e &iscretas guiss, erz el &hico ornenento cepiler Ce
su rostro auy bleﬁgp j 6lido.,,ous lQQlOu estaben
lusregnedos de espiritu; y tenia un mirer prillante
doainedor, Coraiszl, festivo 2 retos, torjébebe al
havlerse de la guerre, cozo £l oredor gue sra.  ZU Vogz
clers, sonore, y su Irese auierose, levenleota ur poco
¢l vueloc, lheagte linder con el dliscurso. 5us srtfculos
Qe 'La teifn Argeatiuat eren los mejorss de entonces.t

30 it 1g throusiiout the historicel vorygs of Gelvesz,

1 of Arzeantinet's tost ere st &s livin. cersons, re-
or thne reader tneir lives in thelr true situciion ¢

To rez-crecte this situction of the post Gélvez drews

tlie

rect

living

ad tli.e.

heevily froa the custo.s aad etmcsghere of tae particuls

T

reriod and sluce thet e is readlainz. Thnls use of customs

[

rafloets the brord reelisn of Flves.

(6]

cany of the custoas deplcted in the trilogy
nistovicul .oris ere particulerly revesling,

In Los ceainos de le .au erte rici: boysz could

“er by beconing a "personsro" for Ilve taousend pssos.”

sweethseart of General juirvoze (1 Genersl . uirouxe) ren e

caubling souse in rurel nortuaern Lrgentiac aere the

g i1 the :0de of the nineteentih century novelist ¢ad w.sin

otrer
e ta

l m

1.~ . .
Gelvez, Los cenlnos ae

C‘Ibid.n » p' 65‘
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e —

or paéseos por la alameda, During the wer perlod of 1222,
no womea weg allowed to {(or dared %o} zo out on the street
after derk and, "lLa voz dsl ser=ino ccateba la nore y tisapo,
Surins the Paresuayen gor, som=2 of the Argentine ecnarcnies
Alstonded when tihey learned ton-t tihey wers 1isating L5cez
cnd not Drazilisnsg as they tho. . . resulting ficht thet
took place ¢t ¢ rench nouse dence Detusen Brezilicn and

cLesentine soldiers is described, In the vorst of tue 1 4%,

ionisio yells:

illaruanos, todos ner .enos! ue slga le Tieste,
Losurdn celearans cuando todos, brasileros, &rgentinos
y orientzles, nemos venldo ¢ norir cor 1l livsrtud,?

e en Ffoucat, the wouen cre pictured thus:
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lGalveJ, 31 geucino de Los Cegrillos, g. u.

3

“Iovid., p. 48.




v

A rancn dance during the course of the wer 1s descrived:
Heste diez parejes se mecfan en las polces, 1las
wezurces, los shottis. Seltd tewbi®n el cato, ¥y
se arrastrd nuestra zamba nortena.

The guitar pleyed & lerge prrt in the customs of thne ranch

R

B . + . - 3 . » <
veople taroughout the history of Arzentine. Galvez speaks
egein of the esrly yeers of tue Republic.
in equellos aflos ls guiterrs lallicese desprestigisasa;
cosa de co.apo, buena pacse ;zuu los, rero Deriles, ¢
eprendiendo & tocarla en su qlnez, adorebe eqguel

[
. - s s o P - 4
instrumento, que le parscie tan {ntiuo, ten prcpicio
pare la coalldencie.

Extending long vefore the wir with Fearcguay was this
clash of the Federslists 2nd Unitarians. Gflvez reac.es
pzck 1nto 1688-29 to re-create tiae customs or trnat tiwe. ilere
nis hwsanisdi i1s in full view &«s he portrays the feud betwesen
the femilies, the Hinojoses (Federeslists) and tile Lontelleios
(Unitarians). nen the Conservetives got into power, the
ciiief of police, & viudictive conservative, killed Rafecel,
a youngz Federal. Leter, with the return of the Federalists,

the iontellasnosg were in desager of tihelr lives: Juliancito

end ner aotier went to live

e

o}

9]

committed suicide and Remed
with Federelist relatives. Thls feud between the fanilies

and parties is included in the trilogy, elthousil more of it.

1
Tbid., p. 95.

2 . . L
Gélvez, Los ceminos de le .auarte, p. o2

———




is to be ssen in 1 gaucho de Los Cerrillos. Also in El

gauchio de Los Cerrillos appears the historical problem of

meintalning tuae rrontier against the Indien. In this con=-
nection we note the humen interest element in nistory taat
’ N v m =Y -~ s 1
Galvez uses so expertly, The wife of Juan Lonzes has Dbzen

Y

neld ceptive by the Indians and lester is rescusd; thea sue

lips away [roul her Trescuers to go vocs to her Indisn hushand

O]

el

2nd ciiildren. ALnotner panorawic view is ¢ rerlection of tie

¢

enti=-Freanch reeling on tne part ol tae pro-Rosas gLroup be-
cause Roses hed ned financisl difficulties with Frence. The
widespresd disapproval and mistrust of tie husband of the
Lanze deugnter because re was French cgain demonsirstes tills
snti-French feellag. Anotuer human interest reilection is
seen in tne love affair oi uiropzs and Hldemire Liendoza,

In developing this hu.anistic elewsnt, GElvez displays Tine
orobing tecuanigue, coupled witihh tihe power to weld tiieze 1ato

reirly eccurete nistoricel sccounts. In 31 geucio de Los

Cerrillos, tn entire cuapter descrives wo.iei o ..ell~to=do

Toinilies. This series, Bl diario uel General Julross =na

Bl geuciio de Los Cerrillos, 1s wore rictionalized tazn the

trilogy, out not to be less esgleelled e noreslc

ct
-
K
o
o
4]

’_h

ot
(0}

historicel velue.
For such & novellst ¢s GElvez, ¢ tuwosphere 1s en all-
perveding element, And argenting provides uca color ror

tnis in the development of tide novels. The city oIfers e



brilliant contrest

of the pempe or to tas cold wil
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have crected auwnen types,
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The leck
ems &nd he

netional oroule

P
Gé&lvezt's histo &l wWoIiuis.

iy
ine

clty of

fore the eyes ol the

o atmosp.are
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wrofoundly the development ol
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Buenos Alres has a

recoder o)

to thz broad riet plazlias

ds oi FPetezgonis., The zeo-
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to tiae Rio de la Pleta

divisions, end have iaflu=-

the LArgentine Reorubdlic,
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peen one of ner wajo

in &8lxostv 811 of

living evolution ve=-
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Trlvezte Listorictl wor.ls.

Of the velue ol the descrliptious of the cily, Torresz xingzco
seys:
rerc el lecior modsvao, ﬁ;v:tu@brado & 1o vide tomaculls
de le ciuded y la monotoniz ue los deberes dlerios,
gsitea clese de anvela sl nisice un fueo ae la reslidad
Leeis lus lorucs mis violentes ¥y peliuroszes de lea
suerra. |

At the vegluniug ol tae

descrises Suenos Aires:

Desde eruel 16 de &bril,
fiebre de ininte ;umpluds
devorabe ditrins, sia ete
librerics de
en la recove vieje, los
Ple oo, lac tisndes de las
YVictorie el unico teug

/ - . »
Gelvez continues his coumuents

ver with Farae:

Hueios Alie:
adar 21 ¢olor

los lugares concurridaos -- el Cayé de celelenes,
jorte y de Lucien,

(1829-00), flvez

LUy,

Y4
vivio =i la

nes eplcts. La <ente
politico. Bu
128
los co.aercios situsdos

Se..a

lu s del rrosg reso ¥ cel
lles ael 1VL% y de la
gra lea guerra,”
on pusnos Alres of 1865 statving

1 .
Torres Riose

T 3 P wm 7 -
co, Novslisteés co:ntewportineos

3 [N N P
de Lugrilce,

pP. 264,

Raf1vez, Los caminos

SUETTE, De Oue



thet one Iundres sad 712ty thouscnd iuahecitents: forasd tae

crrroxiiete population of Suenos Lires talrtzen yeers be-

streets .uca, ¢nd thae wmole city wez overcast with wor tension.

sut, by the ead of the yecr, tiae clty o4 vwsoun tO orosper:

Le ciuded coxnengzebe & rrosypevrir, aet-ricl y
espirituslzegte. Aguel afo de 1865 £u8 el Gel
priser trenvin y el de Le feviste de Zuenos sires
y L& Jecidn.=®

Buenos Alres 1s pictured s ey end Isstive &t the couing

Luirogsea,
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=
n_h
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m
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of Roszs in

The perpe aad northwestern Arcentlne offer tie

permeseving rusreduass thet foris the oettine Tor 21l tae tri-

: e . . .
logy, and for . tue cuaracters vicm G8lvez trects psychologl-
: ot - - - PNy . s = L4 e 2

celly, cucai @s Lopez, 20s¢s, and others, ©2ut the =t . osiieric
3 1 N L P SRS | e * -z .

elansut, althourh no :ore 2videat cnd inllucetiel in Gelvez's

predoainetely socloloricel ena psichologleel yorks, 1s never-
tueless wore clearly end eegsily exemplirtiea by taem.
There =zre references to nlstoricel nettzr throu . iout

1is 4 rus nstions
Als Crue nertional-

(
I
L]
ct
O

/ N .
211 of Galvez's worxs. Tinis 1s

was ol rraellisii.,  The lew

<
Q

istic epirit end 2is true, inactes
of 1912 rsrovidirnz for secret bcllot end comrulzory votiag of

e . . . o cn L .
211 acult meles Tits iato the 1life of Zipdlito Yri-oirn,
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sltaou a hisg close-up cceounte and descriptionas of

=

- 2o * =] p = rd . - . P a4
gvery.ay lite aore ninute and corelful, Gélvez nevar loses ls

objectivity in hie anlstoricel worgs. JIs concludes in one

insténce taet tae ecrly wer with ferszuey served to bulld, uvaify,

streagtien Arnsitine netionelly. IIis objectivity 1g denon=-

streted in ths .ords of Jr. Carvejel, & flzure of Log ceninos

le muerte. Ths imminent &nd ise pr. Cervejel hed ween an

axiled writer curlng the Roscs tyreany. On the orialk of wer,

) i = ¥ TN T /~1‘ YTy O e T
conteiiple usted el penorc.a nistoric  de unuszstre palric.

Rﬁvoluciones, 5uerr?s, moatozeres., . . . . Ung
tirenfe de .ufs de veinte 28os. Cuerrcs conbtre sl dCl ote
de Taleruo, é%errza de ung s provincics contre otrewg. Ces
Roges ¥ ni esi sleenzeos le peaw., 3In dos rertes se divide
le Patria, y sigueu les revoluclones. los dessagre la
luche contre el indio. [fos despedezeios 1os unos & 108
otros. Ayer, uniterios y federsles; dszpuBs ortsTos y
provincicnos; més tarde, "pandilleros" y Mchupendionos™;
chora Hcrudos™ y "0001d0“". 21 ejer01t , rectos de

o)

petellones., 1l 5001urao, sin diaero. Y esto peor; no
tenenos petriotismo. ey un petriotismo de Tuenos sires,
como ey otro del #atre 2{os o de Zante 78 “ i

les provincies se odle & Buenos Alres, cuya inflt
tenida. For venzorse, lfsg “”ﬁVqul ﬂg Qos &y dere
23 cusrre., s doloroso, coro asy sera =

B

. Z .
In such pésseges &s these, one zsexz GElvez's lovs for

lGalvez “igtoria de arrebel (Tuznos isdrzscot Zditoriel
Tor, 1337), L. Z
2

gelvez, Los ceminos de le .wsrts, p. 27.

>



and uistekes; yet he porbtrays Lle. witiout c¢lss or prejuuice,
and welntelas 1eibil &u@ 40ge in & rel Lol APZeniling . Lz U

H 3 . N = KN ~T 5 . LN A s e
sincare sociologist-historian, .lvez is of rprofouad 7eliuc to

Ar-ozutiac, vo tae Auwericés gac to toe world gt lgige.









bOd)u: Hesta los vencidoes
31 pais revivirs.
Jires, eésistir &l espect

?
resurreccion u:geutlnas.

. ~
secudirea

Vbldrq le pene

o

¢ toaos, nos purifi

Zcule de lc renovecidn vy

683

rf o
renecs Lad puroq ¥y Tuertes,
ﬂuedarse en Buenos

Ya no nm,esitaremos enigrer

& Zurops, Y& no aos aburriremos, porcue tendrenos
qemeésiado gyue hacer, gue construlr. Busnos Lires la
horrends sar2 un lucer idesl. Lo ewbellscerewnos.
rodo puedo uacerse con Volunt‘a, col energfa, con
entusieswio, con plota, Y neds ce zotc nos foltord.
Ce zecuer? el conveacionslismo de uuestras vidasg,

¥y 1no featceues., Tendrewes “lurs. Forutreiinsg un

huevlo joven y unideo y 1
verdaders grendeza!l
Tea pavolution 1s se

viie revolutlion for

ror himself:

iero €1 no es revolucionario por polltlc

1islenO espiritual,®
On the other hend, Cleravel

o omf le

goblerno que vense, mas accesible pare .l

uCtuul, podra darae una
egundo motivo:

legaremos nronto a la

oppos2d by Cleraval, wao tilinags
souetniage different fromt het
sino gpor

seys of the revolution:

z . 7 .
revolucion me/lnteressrla por do? motivos:

el
jue el
secretaria de le@c01on.
nuestre monede n& comenzedo o UQJ r,

tal VeZz pOT cPusts del "oolerqo' v si 1l revoluci®tn
nejor nuestra situecidn econdmica y el peso sude de

nuevo, hebré meyor posib

The conclusion to be

A

ilided pera af de ir

gained from tae presentctlon of

Buropa ,*©

a

re-

volutlion is tiuet any revolution is an egzgregate of filery idesls
and selfisn intersest. Block and Clerzvel represeant tasse
fretors in the novel [ombres en soleded.

leélvez, Lombres en soledad (Buenos Aires: Club ael
Libro, 1¢38), p. ¢l.

“Ivid., p. 125

{bid., p. 1l=2o.
“Ibid., p. 92.




Generalities found in sociel problems such =3 the
revolution ere chicracteristic of Q2lvez. 1In the same v ork,
Clerevel is mede to sey thet all =reat revolutions come
Jrow fisie; thae next will be froan the Uanited Stetes of
Lmerica; ead tnat only politicel revolutions neve come from
Europe.l

Gélvez cttecks the immigretion problem in its in-
Tluence on the city, in Argentina's leck of netive or netural
spirit, and in the sctual social customs brought to Argen-
tine by the verious reces. iention is often meae of Yegro,
muletto, and Indisn elements -- all contributing to the
#reat soclel prowuvlems of Argentina:

iluﬁ&inense e « + s Que oosai, 21 negro_3Berbarianos
rodeaGco de airicenos, se presento & voter.

fnet the immigrents heve strongly influenced, even
meking in sowe instences, the mode of Argentine thought 1is

evident in gl diario de Gabriel Guiroga.

To achiieve the meterislistic eambitions of ‘arriving!
the Argentineans have followed the teacalngs of

Llberdi and Sermiento, &nd have brought Ifrom the
compegna of Italy hordes of peasan?s.who neve had
trenendous influence in denationalizing us. Tinen we
heve imiteted Znglish and French customs; finelly,
there usve come the Jews end the Russlen enercalsts,

2 Z P e ! 2
In F1 solar de le raza not only does Galvez s&y thet the im-

mirrent is .ucterialistic, materielistically inilueacing the

Aroentine government, but he traces sc.ie of the ects of netive

lgélvez, g1 gaucho de Los Cerrillos, p. 63.

2Ibidl ] po 670

5Gélvez, El dierio de Gabriel guirowe, p. 1Z1.
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Aroentines to thelr foreign aeriteze, which is aot alieys

& positive thing

Los iazlsess ostentan uwna irriteate crueldsd morel,
1t que suele ser_genereluente, mfs Sreve cue 1le&
cruzldécd i{sica.l

Treltiler 1s tue Indisn eleweat tiart exists in nesrly &1l the

©20. le o tae ianterior necessarily & postiive tuing. The re-
volutions, toe brutel scts comuitten during reids revsal the
unuzrlying streens of Indilen or muletto in the modsrn, civi-
lized Arsentine. XNevertneless, £1vez cries out for & ecomaon
T5tin Brotierhood thnat he believess willl come =hout in time,

PO
s 'el soler de le reza' qus accersa de le saelzera er
fusidn.?

Fer srecter es & national provlem nasuatiac the new

[N

Y

ne s

Letin orotilerhood is the Buropesa influsice. argeitineg

i._l
o
|_,J

loi been influsnced tiroush forelgn thougnt. Clarcva

Sonures ea soledcd, states tils dirsct ianfluence on Arocatine

overmnaent.

Yo Y ‘{ P
Cloravel recordg que todos log pregsidentes heblen vie-
Jcdo por Lurorg antes de esunlr el podsrw, ip EU LEYyOTiE,
se les proelaiio Cgﬂu;doth mientres se helleben en el
P - . =+t oA

v1e]o aundo, o era gblo el gred?é lirdfﬂiifiéfgﬁb do
C-L-Ll, lo ue les V&l c;/, 51;’10 <_/J_Q ) - c :J‘ 1:):t1.
Cenerul Je gue ao acbla atle mcs.utll:;fla 2 futuro
COUGTAGTE jue ver, COI Sus nroplos 0J0s, 10 & TICVSS3

< como funcionaban las 1nsu¢tu6¢01@s en

de los livros, [
1os reales pueblos.
This pesetive influcnce ls toe douadlneting iarluvence of

clerove L

lGalvez, B el 45 o

QIU:’L(}.. ’ _pc 6\‘_‘1'

‘ Z ke e 1 ad
“ghlvez, Jo.bres en SOLSGEG, |




_-—dlor qué en Buenos Aires faltsba tanto el carfcter?

dFor qué ere le tierrs de todog, le tierra pare todos?

¢0 por cué nuestro internaclonslismo uniformabva los
coses y suprimiz de nuestre vide lo tfpico4l

Agein Clarevel, possioly reflecting tae views of the sathor,

conaemns his own lend:

= ' - . e .
iste j&ls es un fuarlaero. 0 aay agui carcctef ni
energia, ni un pueblo escéptico, de gOZdQOTeH de la
vide. 36lo nos interese el chiste estuplao, el tengo

sensual, los plrceres de log sentidos, les cearreres,
los copetines. IUn pudridero??®

Clerevel, representing an existing eleuent of Argexntina,
scorns deuaocrecy:

vefa el Fc{% en enos de Lﬂbedkceu, v se indlignabpa,
in le pOllthc, en las letra en le ulenlStIrClOH,
en le TUniversided, en todas perteo, les neJOLeS posi-
ciones esteben en manos de nediocres. Y no sBlo de
LGQlOCTeu, sino de ignorentes, de inftiles, cuando no
de pilletes. 2?Tendrfa la culpa la Democrecic, que
debe a todos el derscho de cspirer & todes les posi=-
ciones? 450 el auge crecleate del 'guarunhulsJO'“

70 la iqﬂlgrﬂclﬁnalpues los houmbrss gue gctusban cnora
srel, en su mayorid, nijos de los ipmigrentes gque
'\/J_ollel‘o_n al pal‘: entre 1285 y 1905%

mis only nope is to find a refuge in Zurope:
-- TEn donde encontrar un refugio coxtra le barvarie
invasors %o 1o encontrébemos en nuestro entorqo
NS entonces mlrabcmos hecia Burope, Gnice selvecibn
Buscibemos alll lo que no tenfamos: Dbelleze, up;rltu.é
In the historicel sccounts, the Federals represccntaed

the true Argeatine splrit wiile the Unitariens represented

Juropeen culture.

71




72
The suropes:a inilusnce 1< =1t s:ein end c:ein

o5l-

toroughiout Lrgeatins 1ife, directly

o
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etively for thne good of tune %epublic., Obszerva-

. . . . . AL .
tlon of tuls Tect uever sgedpnszs the racder of G&lvez's  2ris,.

tively end ne

. : 1 : > - . S ) o & / s . - - " . ) £ .
In the oviogr: *hy of Zipdlito Yriroyen, the influsace of the
Ter £n vhilosopuer Kreuse 1s uered ca it —eg _rom the Garucn

The uroregn influencs is fur-
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Un rowgrnticisno tarfif crerteic
mediocers & los esplritus prope:
v revenide, todsvie llevebs el
- . . ~ - O A
elaes ticrnss. Le nines' so
e QOscer y j.iEnds y de il
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5 o o ™

o
.08 &
frisco agitado ae 10 _to 1et1ue§J irrunplic 2n lo
corazones el elodremttico herolic. o de log novali g de
i 3 e 3 R S g oo T"-vaﬁ/—-— (/ o ?
Alejendro Duues y de Ferngntew ¥y Gonzéles,«

7 B 3 3 g = LAY il 3 S 4 . .
G&lvez sew tarougn the meny inrluences of tha verious countries

& probvlean; thot of Argentina's ecsteblisihing ber owa culturel

life,
rd O
Galvez trests & lerge autber of purely soclel [rob-
leas of cofera Arsentine, One orf tiese on ~hich he duwells

»

et len th is tze proslen of zrostitution ia tZe city of :tueaos

PR e - - TS -~ J N e K - e P
Lirss, nechne Regules cad Jlstoris dge Arrebtl Doth neve ¢35

their dominent themes titis :rroblen of the =lun saction orf tia
city. Teche NResules, the nrotozonist of tue aovel by thnet
nere, worksd in e astore whers the wores elid ler were fer

from sufficient for existence. Alter sae &l poid & Dreslicre
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“Galvez’ Tosg Cceadllilor a€ o TUert2S, D. o,
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Tee ana severel other Iees enteiled 1n the Jjob, there wis
precticelly no money for living purposes. lLiorsover, thae

#ind of workx wte too hsrd for =z cirl end tae Lours were too

W

o<

loag. Thus, through no fault of her own but that of socist

in not proviaing sn edeguete meens ol support (or Wache, she

UUES

forced to prostitution. *ucha sresiks:

(n

-- 1o sabe 1o gue he cufrido! -- repitid
esa terde e geno le videa traDchldO. I
Qamure y ue/ylaerIL. Uespufs sntre en ls
nores _por dleaj ¥ trﬂiuto pe<os ae sueldo. Tengo un
interés tampién., Fero aay hult s por cualquier cose,

on totsl geno sesente pesos, m€s o menos. Y las once
hores parade, sin poder descensar un minuto., A pfdemos

E . 'y
user les egcensores., A4S une vide cenose, la nle.,

Nache, for Gélvezw, ie & cgociel type end & victim of s=ociety.
- . . 73

Wecha, de simple mujer, se nable 1lnien
sfmbolo. Tn ella estaban todas les mu
pedecfén la aisma pens, tolias les vict]
sgolsmo humanc, toaes les ebanconadas po
todes les mujeres del lodo y de la miseria.

[nyl

b Coe 10

sV

Roselinds of Historis hArreosl i1s saotiher of the seme type

ae

placed in & f"casa de constitu-

{‘3
w

of society's victims. She we
cién® from which she ren eway. iShe wes then driven to prosti-
tution by her mentally deficlent ﬂaif-bréther, £1 Chino, wno
held some kind of hypnotic power over ner, for & time,
wosalinda worksd in a mest-pecking plant in Buenos Lires.
Ghlvez describes the miseravle working conditions exizting

there and the suifering of the workers:

€]
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31 trevejo de Rose linda no ere &gredeoles: diez
nores de pregp frar les pequetlas lates en lées que
uné r@quine netia la carine pare ser couservads,

y no taato pos le durescidn de 1z jornede y el
trevejo en si mismo, cowo por le atmBsfers del
local, el celor 1naguantaole, el humo, lOf Vapores
producidos por el cocimizsato de 1la ccrne.

-

living conaitions outside tiie factory ere pictured as

L +
o
H

the lowest possible:
g1 malevo se la 1levd 2 vivir & ung cesucie miseravle,
compueste Qe dos cuertos, prdxiue 2l siniestro Barric
de 1leg Rancs, Mo era aguelle una case, sino una
pocilgs meloliente, que se lﬂuﬂd&Ua coan el ezue de

o b

las 1luvies y donde entreban y selfan enormes ratas.2
Gélvez believes tihat the progress of women is one of the iu=
portant creeting or detrecting factors of sociel conditions;
so it is that he depicts tie plece of women in giving social
rrobleuws. Zarly in his career, he attacks society, but later,
ne portrays tine soclal prooleis caused oy the weatoaness of
wo..en duriug tihe period of Jorld wer I eud ia the aodera &ze
generally. e deplores tuelr iudereadsuace, tuelr sell-wiil,

t.eir loek of feelilns fad religion., In Couvlverio,

PR

Lerineldn is exeliined =s e foitiless wife who lofives Luer Lus-
Lene to go houe to her gotuer in oraer to enjoy uner liberty.
“ere is & suggestion of the soclel provlems crected by tue
neelthy, idle wowen. L& ikelén carec for aotiiing but bridge
parties and flirting. Betlius, her sister, dislixed Juan, the

nuspend of Merineldn, because e did ot vellieve in equal

lgélvez, distoria de Arreval, p. 953.

®Tpia., p. 71.




rights for women., The pert women pley in the crention of
sociel problems 1s the theme of La tregcale de un houabre
fuerte. The women here have Ctecome educeted, independent, snd
heve lost thelr reserve end thelr tianidity. They dominste
eand intiamidate their ausbends. The custom of dress is inter-
woven into tnis social problem. Other customs closely sha-
dow the sociel problems, sucih as wowen entering bars and
restaursnts uneccompanied. All society revolves a&bout the
modern woman; the tiester is not &rt, butl r:tier & show plece
for girls; novels and verses must pess througi taeir hands
and tihrough homes:

Aparte de que la aficibn femenine & leer es reclente,
la sehorite, o la 'nfﬁal, cowo decimos aquf, es, couwo
se save, el personeje umés lnportente en nuestro vida

social. Todo gire alrededor de ella.l

In contrast to the problems of meterialisn‘and im-

morelity of ths city of Buenos Aires thers arice tue prob-
lems of bigotry end static lire of tune province.,. Juo. L&

/ B \ . . .
macstra norusl, one of Gélvez's dest known noveisd, he 1llumi-

netes the pettiness end intolersrnce of tneutyp'cgl_provincial
people of La Rioja, & suell villege 1n northwestern nrgentine,
Here is echoed the nstional proclem of pupulatiqn-iistri-
bution and resultent problews of trensportestion, co.aunication,
end educetion. TIn the work, tae gticck is wede throuxi tue
depiction of & normel sciool tstcusr wio 1s the sruct of

gossip erch time sie 1s ssen in compeny +with & Iellow tesecher,

13Z1vez, Le Argentins en nuestros libros, p. 20.
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gdent of als cnerecters., His keen iasisht into aumen asture

'y

is couglea witn uis broad perspective of soclal conditions

G

and diversified settings., His chasrecters nermonize «ith

thelr sociel surrcundings, often celng products of tiese

<

rees.

Gflvez use un nlnero extrsordineric de croumentos ¥y

d¢ rezones LE&re convenceriaos de Jue sus poreontjes sstin
cctueado de ecuerdo con la ;c<lid<d TETE convencerse &
s 2isio en primer luger, y /u;Lu<~ cl lectcr. De 1o
cuel resulite guUe sus nowores Yy auj2res Lienen lnu=dicte-
sente un color novelesco y te meiaca por OﬁﬂvﬁltWT“H e
caricetures, La superabundeacia en lo céreacts ristico
eoul o yrocess clenwentsly 2o vl aiopittor, rore
dernos gsu idew de un encano, 1o rpiat: re de tres pulzudes
el ledo de un ,LbOl 0 Ge unt cesgh de cudnes noetros de
glture, . . . o L& euwocibn del lector uo se aplice

e log C"nptwiux, gino el croridor 4e sus vidogp y de

sus destinos inexorables.l
Gilvez presents for anelysis the play boy wino L&s just couae

wome [rom Hurope, the gaucho out on tie oren rem

ceudillo, the priest, the politicien, the prostitute, the
frivolous high-society wo.ien, the spinelegs men, &nd scores
of otuier less prominent cherecters, yet typicel ol society.
His cherscters, voth .en end wowen, are usually wee« ts luey
iece or &re fsced by sociel problems. Dowever, €lvez,
ditferent Irow the French reslists, gives nls cusracters re-
ligious or nhllosophlc& c¢spects thnet leave them less nopeless
es sociel victims. Roselinde prsys 1n ner misery, and iiccna
Regules is =t lest redeemed tiarough true love.

The cherscters of célvez ere, regerced generelly,

vericd snd well-developed representctives of soc.sty. sltacugh

&

S e e A T
lTorres Rioseco, Grendes novelistes ae le Lmerice

Zispena, p. 1O02.
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thney &t tixes seem to dominate the situetion, as & whole
[ - . . . . y
Gelvez conrorms to the French rcelists insofer as he lets
society completely control the character:
in Xecha Regules nay un momento en gue el neroe, Lion=
selvet, se vuelve contre le socieded, habla de odlio y
destrucc¢on' pero descontanco la seslide dael aovelista

que rebeldies es sdlo une rechka, no uns conviceidn
constante y permenente del personeje.l

I‘elchor of Hombres en soledad believes 2ll his life ovelongs

to society; so he esks if society is worth his life.® His
more nuimerous men cheracters are controlled furither by the
love of some wowan, frustrated hopes or cwbitions, religious

or atwospieric pressure. Cerlos Rige of #1 awel wetefisico

end Victor Urgel of La tregedisa ae un hombre Tuerte are two

priqery exemples of tuls character type, eltuougil otacrs cre
. N 4
numerous. Fermin Contreras of La pemi& ¥ su pesidon, Juen

Larrenay of Ceutiverio, and Clereval of :Jonores en soleded

211 «re soclzl types i controlled by socliel lorcas.

Ferauia 1s & Lorse Jockey wio aufd not the courtge to oprose
1is ewployer who pave too awueh £otaition to Fernin's nouati-
ful wirte. Juen Lerrandy is an 1ldeslistic lewyer wao §s% 18
Lk ble to control uis wive's rflirteatious couaduct ¢.od ig con-
trolled by it uantil the climex., Cloravel 1s e hleuly 1rust-
rated mea tora by wodern wonen, persoacl egmololons, and

confuzed idescls. These characters ¢re tools of sociel Torces,

>d - RO, . Y e A 100
“Gelves, L0dRTEE Ei solzded, pr. 109=-111
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£nd tools in the hands of G&lvez s he represents all sides
and angles of life in Argentine. Throughout ne conforms to
nis brosd, realistic purpose.

Other mwen charecters may be grouped &s historical
lecders and religious men., The nistoricel personsges, &l-
reedy mentioned in this study, ere fully delineeted in their
own true character. The smell group of religious protagon-

ists include Father Solanes of liércoles Sento, Fether Rineén

of La sombre del convento, the priest in Cautiverio; other

less prominent religious firures sbound. llany of the men
cnarecters are moved by religious tihlnking or are saved from
their sociel difficulties through Christian faith. José
Llberto Floresg is & typicel leyman with a deep religious sense

(Le sombre del convento). Juen Lerrandy of Ceutiverio and

Clzsudio Vidawor of Lz noche toea & su fin are controlled by

their religious feith.

Among the characters who ere products of atmosphere
or geographicel regions ere the ceudillos end gauchos taet
figure in the historicel novels &nd novels of rurel settinge,

Taboade is an example in Los ceminos de la muerte of tae

feerless, independent, fighting gaucho-turned-politician

celled ceudillo. A typlecal geucho is Remedio of X1 geucho

de TLos Cerrillos. He conforms in every respect to the typical

gaucho of the Argentine pleins found in this description by

John white.
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'N:le # JU
15, *M*ﬁisg in
17 cetlon

Mt The grucio weas a leel aore taon dele-

ly fooprowf ntie fisure,  fe e U reol Lrg2atl e, 08
alstlizuisied from the eeople of Buenos Alrss., o2 WS
Lowoasd norse.sn wio slept in tae open, usinag niis

saaale s & flllow. 51tting z2lone aight ulber nignt
undz1r vue sters of tas pampts &g& oroodlug £oout nlmgelf

and tiose ”tars s his roorish forel tLsrs ned Aaone berlore
aim on the deserts of Airica end Arebis; he bzciue solie=-
taulae of & mystic and had the mystict's contracted fea-
tures., By dey he wes not & heras.aan or & vreeder whio
counted his cettle or looked arter tuelr substonce or
lmproved thelr breed, but simply & wild, igiorent, lsw-
less nunter of wild horses and cettle tuut roamed the
pampes by the million., ¥et ia Iiuty yeers or his .lory,
just beiore he diseppeared, ne resched heignts of -rect
lteroisii and novility tuet neve few pgrul*ﬂls in history.

The geucho wes stroag and hewpasome, with an olive
couwplexion teaned by sun end wind., He was of .edluan
nelgnt end somewhat vent. Siace he wes virbuzlly in-
separavle from ris horse, his constant riaiag m@de uim
museular end vigorous. Hs nad blecg piﬁrcin” gyes ec=-
custowed bto seexing out disteont lendwerxks on the norl-
zon or the pampes. Llthouzihh he looked &nd sct=a like a

entour when mounted, nis living on horseback and gal-
10p1up over those ilmmessureble distences prevented him
trowm berng a noble figure on foot, waen he was slightly
stoop=-shouldered and bow-legged. Buv wihen e wes on 2
horse, gelloping like the wind in pursult of & fleeting
ostricu his poncho flying streight out penind him end
nis rl“ﬂt 1 T sw1ng1aD the voleedors nigh above nls
need, he was an inspiring and exciting spectacle.l

Gélvez especially favors the soclal type cuerescter
thet crosses class and regional barriers to enfole the reader
to wet & broader cross-sectlonal view of Argeatinz. Outstending

in this lignt is sol{s of Le meestres noruel. 301fs is & pro-

-

duet of the city of Buenos Llres wao 1s treaspleanted to the

Rioje, & fect t.=t earoles nls creztor

lroun . wnite, Lrreatlns; The Life 3tory of ¢ lction
e \.*.* 2 = = = ——— —
(dew Yori: he Viking press, 1342), f. ©7.




Gl
vO ive &8 copperison of the two settinzs. At the sec.e tlue,
solfé, being & newcomer to La Riojs, is &ble to circulste in
LSroups.  Typleal petty oifice nolaers like Soienor
ioline; tihe fet, happy end garrulous l=ndledy, Dofla Crfépu e
tue practiceal-joking TFrench teschier without knowledge of ais
subject; &nd tae pedegogiczl Albarencue, the noruwel schnool
director -- thescse ere only & few or the characfer pELO A
TuEl tue reraer views oarouxu the wanderiﬂgé’of s01{s,

hgain 0f1lvez uses & casrachber to portrey the scales

of soclety in vi€rcoles Sento. Fetner Soleanas listsns to tue

contfessions of &1l kinds of people. Througn the confessioas,
cuaed we weet tihe sociel types in & tneoreticsl of nsycholo-
wicol wonaer,

The probleas of Zurorean lailuence anrpecr ¢ @in in

ciusrecter posbtrayels. Fetner Lrnold ol Jombrss en scleded  1s

e represeutative of the cheracter type that abounds in Arzen-
tina -- tne Buropean transplanted to Argentina:

] / - 4 <. [l = L
Pero el apogado lels, ¢ traves de l&s pelauvras
p o . ~ s R 2 T
del sacerdote, el sufrimisnto gue pare Bl sliu.llceba
el uaber cambiado su Frencia espirituel por este
calrmidad Jde Buenos hlres, rica de dineros, ae
dimant » vy de placeres, pero paupérrime de alma,l
In the seme work, Anarea ned the aspiretion to g£o to Europe
ead disrupted her wiole domestic lire in an effort to conform
to the populer fad of using Europe for social convers:tion. The

women cneracters lixkewlse &re socizl types or victias:

lGélvez, -jombres en soledad, p. 104.
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Solfs obsexvh & Raseléa. Tenfe un tipo muy pro-

. > b . » P
vinciano, De estcture mediane, mEs bilen beja, no
cerscfa de cisrta elegancic netural. 3re biea for-

Lda, repleta de cernss sin lleser & ser grussé.

uendo camineote, sus senos, rséondos y blandos, &l
QUJet&QOS por los euwplios uo¢ca: que, 58 usaban
generalnente en log pueblos, se movian con movimiento

bien perceptibles,

a

A typicel girl of the low clcss 1z obssrv

4

4
@
o

}..J-

nero of ecia Zegules, 1n his sesrch through tae slua dist-

tricts for ‘fechsa

. : el s . -
ionselvet, gue vela unc vietino en cede mujzr de la
vide, le rogd su historia, ZImaginabe toda clese de
ignominiag de parte de los _radres, del novio, de otrea

cente, La muchecha declerd que aquélla ers la g:an
vida., ileceres, livertad, dinero. (o travajobe; los
hombres le declen lindes £Q¢aJras. Anormne oensualismo
rabfe un sus ojos ¥ susg lcoios. Devile de ser uns

Sutlrbgc’ une vemplrese. JSocace el placer por el
cher.
In spite of tihe words oi the virl, .oanselvet, wio stroaszl

reflects trne writer, thought ae:

*S

e vietin of sociztys

Tel vez asdle le consilderace vfot in emberzo
lo era tcato como les otres. Victize arencics
uortul,o, qulz;s ce un &lcohollsmo qus nroveqfé Q
qmiger{es metericles impuestas por le socisded.?

In the same section &nd cléss of Zuenos sires, ue £3e the
seeper of the house where Ilacha and other girls lived cs

another type realisticelly described:

La vieja, elta, toda huesos, s2 cubrf& con un betdn
muy ebierto arrihC, dogooa ver 21 corlenzo de dos
pechos flfcidos, trégicos 4 fealded. Para no mojerse
aebiese erremenzedo el vuctido ¥y velsnssle les plernds
hesta les rodillecs. Tenfs un vientre coultedo,

Dy iLionsalvat, tiae

e
lGalvez, Le meectre anrwel, . 27.

2

/ 1 - -
Gelvez, Necie zzgules, p. 190,




puntiegudo. Completebe su Tiursc une ce
desa;eﬁtia Yy uns boce que refc neuseshun
h&a%a un dlieate en aque}le boce yue most
encleg anfractuoges y lividogz, Ionselve
cor le dusna de la cesa, dre agquel hera

supportins tas stetement thet reny charecters zre

a0 more than social types to be fouvnd in locslitics of Arzen-

tine ig the fsct that one cheractsr ey fisure in more then

31 2l metafisico, Teresa Belderrsin appeare 1n La sozbre del

convanto end in L& tregadilie de un nouabre fuerte. Thne latter

ig & wonen without versonzlity who servas only as &a iastru-
sent upon wihlch the cherds of her modem™ existeace ey ve
rlayed,

711 the women characters of tue post Jorld wr I or
moliers of soclety rether tihan victius; yet tiey rexaia tyrss.

. . . v e e oS A [E R .
Albertine Jontreras, 1in La feaps y su pesion, 1¢ socivlly

<
N

sugerior to her aushend, Ternin Jontrerts,tie horse jocikey.

b Lo . s . . . N ) -
her home. rorihelen of 31 Ceutiverio 1s tie selfish, ratted,

childlecs ife of & w=aclthy men. Her lecii of culturse cad re-

of her husbond, & soclal typs opposite Iron hars.

- s L+ 2 £ e 1 - - Hoand ALt CE -
nsyoholozy. £3 victlms 0oL uOCletJ or OL 2AV1T .,.w,;.v“lb, iv L8

oL
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often by rsychologlicel methods o

cfaows Uiem to be victims, Te reslizes the importance of

findings. Tlevertaeless, Gélvez proeclealus & soclel purpose,

is only one of their aany rheses in thelir sfforts towsrd
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the broader realism. S50 1

psycnological mediums in displeying his charscters. Of tiae
R /

use of psychologicel eaglysis =y Ge

. . /[ .
Cuando enelize (CGelvez) ceractercssg, obtisne la
certezae del psicologo, adalreble de intuicion
decidido en l& dvusce, y o3 log ..ro
snterenente, . .« . 1
Tsnecizolly is this the case iIn La tragsdlis de un homore
fuerte, Qélvez's most psychologiesl work., Vietor Urgsel is s
confused =en, unables to declde iis own grovlsms of lovs and
colitics because of his fears and genercl frustretion. Inner
conflicts =re aumerous. rany of taese are gzesred primcrily
nd zre conder to 1it.
psycholo icul problen in the chlr-

Roselinda in shovin. tiuel to be soclel vic-

tims. Inwercly, thney resolve to zbendon prostitution, out

holovically es well s zocielly, they canunot. 2Rasela’
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) . . - - o
(La mmestra noruwel) struggles sgeinst ner love for Solis and

yet yields. Claudio Videmor (L& nociie toca & su fin) struggsles

witii fesrs, doubts, &nd cowplexes before ne is moved to coafes-
siop, :morecing tne Christien reitu., Iis inner conflict is
givens
. ol . G . ) .
ile mordie upe terce impicieacle por ver. Y al mismo
tiempa, teafe. No s& lo gue tenlo: tel ez coaver-
tirce ehi no wfs, tal vez nuir y ¢lejarme psro sisanpre
del Cristo, perdilendo la (nice ocesidn que seg .ue
prbbentaoa de volverme un houbre decente y de calaar
il conciesncis y tener paz ei ﬂl vida. Y COLl0 S0Y
eprensivo, temia que lz emocidn me mete

Cleravel (Hombres en soleded) is presented psychologicelly.

He seerches for freedom in rolitics, in escape to Hurope,
in verious women, but is uneble to find pesce of mind.

Cleravel, like Lionselvat of Necha Regulss,seeks to explain ell

tiarough introspection. As he wetlked the streets of Buenos
Lires, he would ask what Iorces had pleced him taere or hed

placed him in tne inescepable situation; wiat aead gov

@

raoed
tiie people he saw in the strests to be as tiey wer:s end be-
neve as tney did. Claraval passed long hours dree.wlng aay
dresms --"obras & la vez de la natureleza y del nombre.®2
. = V4

He kept his dresuis of going to Zurope scceretly. Gilvez goes
to the depth of the inner self:

Temfu (clareval) que su mujer, o quien los viesg los

considerara como ua Juebo puerlil, fbsurdo y ridieunlo,

o cowo uie pssidn enormel, euaque €1 estena clerto ;e

que todos los seres huuenos escondsuos puerilidedes y

anoraelidedes que s6lo de]ouo, s¢lir de nuestro interior
en mowmentos de soledad

lGélvez, 1,8 noche tsca a su 1in (Buenos Alres: idi-
£ ot R i KVIAE —\Z3
torial Caveub v cie., l9o), p. 132

Zealvez, TTombres ea solea&d, p. lud.

3Ibid., p. 69.
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The ian=sr
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meterielistic walch, eaccordiss to Galvez, 1s one of the

[¢H]

3

most comlon 1inner struzglss of the Ar-eatinesns ead .enlkiad

k

'..J

ia gensrel. Lsuricio Ssndovsl ic &2 idselistic youns stu=-

ent who cpandons the study or lew, Tor thet of art. Tae

£
@

clizmex is the triumph of this love of the artistic over the
vhysical love of als besutiful friend, Zusanie de Qlowoza.
Psychology &gain enters the claractsr develop.ent

-~ 2 e . s . ~ b - . 1. -— oy [
of _arihelén of Ceutlverio., Gelvez here presents the study of

£n uafeithful wife. Larlislen s-ceis ber husbead's dowal
cnd from one polnt of view thainks herself

auehead. Albhougzh ¢t ties vas 1o qulte sincere in ner

feith «nd in her love for her husband, ¢t othzrs, thls is 20t

the cace. She adapts her reli_ion to asr convenience &nd asr

et

debilzs,

e Lonced
3 que

er yue 1l 20 exis-

(- [
niega el in inecepay OlLp TolGs
tencies de un 0 [CTrE geris une injusticia

ic 1os aobres virtuozos.l

de Dios hacis

The strugzls thct Tosb Tlores experizncse in La gonbra

ineisnt. Taic =tudy, like otasrs, sesis to rropound the
cuthor's belief thot meavel conflicts can be solved by
ahpistion feith., It is evident srcin in thls fuct tlat the

ngvenolorical studies thet Gelvez wies tre 0o more toen tools

Gautivario (sBuenoz sires: ZTditoral Tor,
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serviaz otlher purposssg; here it ig & relisious znd rhiloso-

[ q

iecel one, crisiny ‘ron & ~itustion., JTos® Tlorss is

¥

—
I—l

oele

{1k

el

& rrustreted, though keen man of thougint wio desired to be=-

lieve in 2od s his sweethesrt cad relatives 41d. ™o recon-

—+

cile nis broed experiences ~ith the simple faitn of tie .co-

7le in the conserv tive town of Chrdove proved to bz for
fim en intense mentel strugzle.  In tnis sgme novel, thz oppo-

nent of Florss in the stru.sle of rrogressive end conservative
leuants in Igneéclo Belderrein, lew
. o / —_ ] - 1. - [ -] PR Y
gity of Cbrdove., =elderreln, ot tiz close of 2ls 1ife =z=ud the
close of tie novel, stetzs 1lic comservatlszmg

e sisnto fuere de ezte tienizo ““en venldo otres
ideas, otros Drl“ClplOu Gue 23 lrposiole comprender,
Pstas ideas dominerén ni ro s le zrean tristeza
que e llevo & La to.xbe, L" sers 0153, le ugerts son
coscs irremedlebles, son le voltha¢ de Dios.

(W
9}

Fr,

The socicl significance of tias psycholosical ele .erts

svident.

The inner-s2li 2xc rinction of Futier Solsnes of

Lok

déreoles 3ento is a nsycholosical study iavolviars the supar-

I

neturel s=nd mysticel. The supernatural visitrtions of the
devil to Tathier Solancs ctuses grert suotlondl and masntel
crises. lleatal telepetay 1s =videnced durinz the confessions
of the wo.wen vy whou tae griest hed once otzen teupted when ne
wes young. Althoughn he cennot sse Loz and as not mowa oI

her 1ire since tae experieince, ne senses nsr ldetizy. Tie
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Solenes. £ derk mean unignown to the »riest, suedows lan

clocgely end Gevilishly; suddenly, the Tirure turns 1nto & huge

g Tether 3o0lenos falls lifeless zelore the elter. The

novel ig very lapresslonistic end fer removed Irom outverd

=28

H

ty. HZowxevar, 1t strikes & new note in the broad reclism

o1 Gelvez's Geplctions; it iz mrselistic in ths crection of the

the

the

pointed out tiiet Rosalinde iz = social tyre an
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Strongly rsyecnologslcel is Historls Ge Arravel., AZE
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n

oract clty of ZBuenodss nivse sprefds 1ts net thet eavelops
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s 5 tudy nas
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victimz that Gelvez preseats, Althoussa th

2 victim of

(7}

environment, nevertaeless, rsycholorlcal recctions link the

faectors involved
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Roszelinda Correlag, Linde, cormo l¢ llamenea, sclle

del ZFrizorifico sdla. o erec que no C)ﬂOCLSie & los
dewcs emplesdos, sino zue, desde arefe unes 88 Lnes,

ror motivoz gue no se 2xpliccba, tel vez por el norror
¥y la humillecidn de su vids, seatfe une inveancible timi-
dez, une egpecie de miedo necle les zzntes y cun nccla
les coszs.t

1linde 1¢ completely controlled throuzh the fear s£nad

¢t of her brother:

o omo ni por 3"< cos in;jviduo le iominebde
Te taiente. Zlla 1z teale & lo vez odio,
re; ¢ y miedo, in esmbar:so, no hecla sino
0D oi?ga%ent siveente, laccraz de

Vo rople.~

clindats father hes & dresin thet parallels the citustion

Roselinde end aer ovrother, Z1 Chino. Antsnor, tle

-

thher, tells of his drsen,

7 e cooa . -
Gelvez, ZZistorie de Arrebel, p. 7.
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hypnosie, ctuses Rosalindc to treasfer ac
to Deniel Forti, her lover. =ven though this -ork siows

GElvez to be an ezpert 1n psycizolo-icesl tractoent, his zocial
purpose overchadows alc character £xaalysis. Tor he asans to

show only hor conaltions of eaviroazent &nd social prescure

et upon typicel inaividucls of socisty, creetings or des-

sormf rks suprort this eccust tiou,
£ilth, t eft, snd murder theét exist in the «luns of 7uenos
Lires vergs £t tlues towerd being over-reclistiec. The

un terreno
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3nGE, Cc0z0 en cusi Lozo el oDerrio, neoliu
&ole olor a pescrdo.~

everthelegs, G&lvez cenles velieneutly taet ais writiags

ere neturelistie, To portrey rocl coaditions ia ea zccurate

enner 1s his only wish:
P z ™ . . .
~O S8B por au® eupenlo se .ce concldera coud un
coutinuator del asturelisno. L1 fnice novelzm ansturelista
-- ¥ no lo es entere..znte, puss contizioe alzo de
susjetivo 7 no gscased en ells el zenElises -- oS
L& neestre nor.wl.”

dls critics do not agree, however. Torrss Rioseco cays:

z psrgee no atribulr muche importeacia & la
cie (E2ils 7Zola), pero 21 ciserto zentido &
vador y &l sxperinmentador de qu aeola Zola
catudio sobre le novels, ¥ obre como {lsvoria
TOLaEl no po&rfén explicerze sin lo* ¢t 2teccdantes
sgcuela neturalista, Los treoejos del rrisorf-
le fecldad del bargio e Les Renes, los burdelces,
ensibllidades, 1 olio, ¢l olo 7 ¢l olreto,
saco en un estilo nervioso, cortedo, brusco,/
T & retos, revelt cue z2ste escriltor ao e leldo
vailo 8l nescoro 46 Le ventre de Feris,®
Ferheps listorie de Lrrensl cnd othsre would fell into the
. . . /. - . .« . i - .
neturelistic clase 14 Galvez dld 1ot w&incéin nls obvious

pity end his &ll-perveding felth. For certein it 1s tuat
e - o N A e - D - - S NN
Gelvez ic & acster of sctting end ¢taospaere a3 ne peints

nis socigl-type cuarceter in 1ts nsturel becx round.
Z 1 o o g e L KO . 4ty Cw e 2
GElvez meXkes ol rrilery laporté.ace tas e adlins of

ctmosphere in nis novel tecanlcue. Jellerson Rhet Spell

coulents on toe ctmosriere of Ia nqmucotre anraal,.

-+ e

4 = = N X} - .
“Gélvez, Le tragedle de un hoobre fuerte (Zuenons iires:
Bditoricl Tor, 188%), r. &,

“Torrec 2iossco, Srondss novelistes Ge le [rbrica

R




Iy {irst cu ool thoy ploce
The wriaity, 3 city, €13 tac
siotie rewlon 1o ilen the town (La Riodw)

intacse languor-sroducin. @ Luos)iars per-

e vrusiling

it: the odor of orange blousols; tu
z and tne nzglectzd strocts; tne &
of lessgitude on tle pert of toe
cnd Luelr remotveness ITon conteimporsry ¢

ol thougut.

wot only coes etuosphisre sup;ort tis soclel coiracovsrs or
ensaince tine irteasity of o ecociel vrouler it in 1tcelf a@e-
gueints the resder with Argentine lowelly end sumiarily.

Qne 1leels tiet he nes experienced the resl pleces tnat Golvez
peints so vividly. The study oI locel etuospnere is of

grect importence to the purposs of tnis peper, £2d the novels
of Gflvez offer & croed rield.

The ctiwosphere ol L& sombre del coavento is tuct of

an 0ld, culturec city orf colonisl ceys., In Chraove life
wes slow, almost stetie, until the iccoming twaantizlih century
aodernisn, Forces of nrturel setting in Buenos Alres deter-

mine to a l=rger degree tne ps;cpology of tne protagonist, in

e o :
21 mal meteileico. The pzmpa of La pempc y su pesion 1s tiae

distinetive festure of the wor<. The pempe is the gre-t

plaians region of Argentina lying oetwsen the Andes end the
: / o .

greet rivers, the Perenz, enl tne Uruguey. 4L tapestry of

Lresntine, even one ol & liter ry znecture, would not ve com=~

o
0

. N . . s o . b )
plete without tie plcturesque life on the panpe es Gelvez he

it in L& pamp&a y su QfSlon. 45 usual, the peuapa is used

lspell, op. eit., p. 2%.



93

)

sociologicelly es it crzates & nctive love of horses with

[©)
14

the cccompanying evil of gampling =t the reces.

Buenos Alires 1c the setting for & lirge group of
novels. The d=scriptions in themselvez are works or art, end
to be velued historically, sociologicelly, end ertistically.
L thorough exeminetion and cross secltion of the meterial
G€lvez uses for atmosphericel purposes would reveel sufficient
meterial for e virtual history of the ceapitel city. The
lights in whiech he shows 1t very, like tae city itsell, fronm
ugly to besutiful, from & bectingz coummerclel ascert of Argen-
tina to & cosmopolitan net snrring its victims. All these
things are the c¢ity which Galvez describes movingly end roal-

isticelly. The sordid description from Historis de Arrsbal

illustrates the poor ssctions of tne city:

Dijerese que a ciertes hores, les mfs miserebles de
aquelles cesuchzs moscuegban sinlestreaente. Ea les
celles vefanse, junto & les vereies, cenoes volesass.
Aquf'y a11{ elgﬁn seuce, © veces entre une, cése y
otra, en la misua 1{nss cel frente, perecie llorer
por la huwmedad consteante de la tilierre.

The beautiful is found, reselisticelly, =aong the descriptions

of the ugly 1in Necha Regules:

Septiembre! Primevere! Buenos Lires con sus celles
erboladsas, sus perques, sus plezes, los larggs paseos

que formen sl rio encantadora vereda, floreciea
mbgiceamente, se mencnaba de verde, de todos los metices
del verde., Se dijera gue le mano del Infinito retocaba
el gigentesco cuadro un poco descolorido qgue le entregers

1l - . . \
Gélvez, pistoria de Lrrebsl, p. 13.




el invierno, execerbando el esmeralde de los, parques
ingleses: &gotando en les copas de los peraisos ¥y en
el musgo el eramillo de Yapoles. arrencendo violenta-
meinte de les fondes el wento suesve y aterciopeledo
hecho de azules, de tigrre de Siena y de tintas neutres,
pera vestirles con ua fureo tre je que el amerillo
eurore y el sepia y el cobalto necian cldro y vibrante:
veciando en los grandes pargues todo el 6xido de crowmo
de su paleta cbsmica: rejuveneciendo a los seuces, en
un genial abuso de esa uutegcmbc que nos tree el
recuerdo de fentfésticos reinos trhplcales. y haciendo
estremecer los mediodies en ensuenos de oro. {0h
primaevera de Buenos Aires! El 0TO llueve del cielo

con musical rituwo y parece tembién surzir de los
&rboles y les plantas y las hierbas; eavuelve numenos
y enciende los ojoc de las mujeres, en ensiss de

amer. !O0h primavera de Buenos Aires!

Such descriptions could be written only by one who had known
and loved the city, like G&lvez.

In Hombres en soleded, he makes & comparison between

the country and the city, showing the materialistic air of

the city:

Ni siquiers podemos tener contacto con otrzs almes,

Zn el campo, usted estd sentado, & la noche, &cera

de un paisano de le estencise, y, aungue no heble con
©1, usted siente que 2lgo le une & ese hombrs in-
culto, casi primitivo. Usted tiene largo tiempo pere
mediter., Bl misterio del campo, la poesie de 1o
infinito, mezeclean su a}ma con la de ese homore. Fero
aqui en la ciudad, cu@ndo pese& eso? Aqul todo separs
desde les distancias hesta %os ruidos desde el ansia
de dinero hesta la vanidad.

Contrasts of the sections of the city are shown in

Cautiverio, surrounding his sociel characters from differsnt

classes. Other novels of the city include L& tregedia de

a
un hombre fuerte, and El mel metafisico.

lGalvez, Nache Regules, pp. 160-164,

zGalvez, Hombres en soledad, p. 94.



The seme minuteness of description and objectivity
of perspective characterize his mode of handling the
customs of Argentina. These, too, sugment the social sig-
nificance of the novels and et the seme time furnish the
reader with greeter understandiag of Argentina. In all the
novels, whether historical, soeizl, or psychological, we
find innumerable and valuable descriptions of the customs of
the people of Argentine. Tihere cre the customs of the pro-
vince, of the city, and of the small village =-- sometimes
&s binding forces or molding forces; sometimes a&s pictures-
que beauty or simple human interest., But always they fall
into the slowly cnenging evolution of the people of Lrgen-
tina &g they progress on their way toward the present end
future Argentine nations

One of the first novels to exploit the menners &and

customs oi the province was Le meestre norwal oy
yenuel Galvez.l

Here the life of the old semi-colonial town of La Rioja re-
flects its sociel circles in the customs of the people.
Groups of men geather every night at the carés end drugstores;
tne homes of the esristocratic old wmsids unable to marry with-
in tﬂeir own socilel rank‘are vivisected; the Indians come in-
to town to celebrate religious festivels with processions of

- cnaherie o o S
native songs end dences; the ranciserics on the outsxiris of

town are scenes of poverty and vice. Through the sociel

type Raselda, Gélvez uncovers many of the environumental

1,7 fred Coester, The Literzry History of Spanish
Lmerice (New York: The yeemillen Co., 1923), p. 493.




customs of which she

rleving dominete the

intricacles of Zorse

its tricks znd betting, sre revealad g custous., Styles of

dress, architecture, end furnisiiings sre ecgpeclelly notednle:
- i , : , L.
Antre log escasog transcuatzs, 1o se velan mujsres:
. ~ . - ) -
la herencia esspenole y morisca imponleles el recetido
4 . " = .
egnclerro en el ! T 5510 el gterdecer 0D5CLIOS
ojos fe.eilnos, ;0 5 detrés Ge les rejes, ssplauen
el negd del cor tewc
The cuctomx of the wealthy and taelr lookinz towerd Iurope for

education, travel, end enlightenient 1s tiae tuacme oI E1

cfntico espiritusl, btae sb:ry of en ALrsentine ert studeat in

FPeris. On the othier hend, the novelist sttecks the custom in
niz own lend of poor education and 1ts unilatercl literary

notures

\o

Tzte muchecho no tiene con 1u§ compr&r livros. 4lcence
de Su boleillo sHlo estéan las edicions “rcudul ates y
ccondmices, casi 51e¢pre lnco.upleteg y aldore.rente
treducidas. Jusstres bivliotecas vuollca 10 inviten &
ser Ifrecuentedes, taato por lo @zbsurdo de sus norcrios
como por su scle organizecidn., Y log proresorzs gue

he tenido en el colegio no le nen indicado buenos
1ibros.®

Ggivez attacks ©lso the churcies end the choirs, not in an

irreliczious menner, but in xzepine ~1itn hie vealistie ovser-

splrituslizecion of

4
(o1
i
£
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[
N
ot
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vetion for tue inproverent

the aation:

7/ . -
lGalvez, Los ceminos de la rwerte, p. 32.

/ : .
2Galvez, Le Argentire sn nuestros libroz, p. 27.
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Pasé frente & une izlzeia, luchcsg vsces nab{( e.entado
le insisnificencic de les islzsics portefus, 1ticsté-
tices y fsltas de sentimlento religioso; e inexpresives,
como los rostroe de leg gzgntes y el paiseje vulgrr de

la ciuded. TFero &l no vio le maediocrided de la iglssie,
porgue ibe pensando en la_belle.a pledrs hechs enccjes --
de la catedrel de Burgos.,

Tae customs of the clsrgy are given in Le vide de

. /o, - . .
semerto de Esquil. Here the clergy is & 3panish type. This

weant tiar priests lived zpert and were proud, haughty, do-
1

. . - ' - . . o~ o
book of colonial customns of the old c¢ity of Cozdob
svniversity:

Le souzbre del convento 1s @ lawost & gulde voox

& dédnd 1its

to the

customs end the ;lcces of nistorical or picturcscue

interest in COrdobs, surneaed, "The lesrned ci

b
acecount of its bein. thae seet of the Jesuit universi
-

N

»

foundsd in 10613 wita the conseguent effect on
letion. :

O

12 meeetrs normel 1g @nother novel ©illsd with ths

the province. The wmods of dress tnd the aseas of
as seen in the billisrd nell of the 1an are amony

Jile or customs pictured. At the =aloon, the .en

lazily drinking, killing 2liss, rseding news Lroi
. . . ~ . . e e S e ts o n
iires, telling risque storles, or mzekiag politlcal

o3

The realistic per

av

Z .
through Gelvesz's pictures o4

] - Pl 12 -
cusiome ag of settins

cugtors support well hie purpoze in uiirroring

ore.e of Arzentine 1s saer

t'\yﬂ

tine popu=-

custoiis of
cipusenent
the long

set around

l.—l
[
RN
=
<
()
N
-, t
i
o
13
o'
H
@
w
®
13
€]
o
=
]

[
]
(DX}
Tt
)
(&3]

i
Yot
@]
—
}.J
(o]
]
«Q
|—I-
ct
by
O
@]
*




98
Argentina, end slso the purpose of tiais study, es truly &s
ny otaer phese of the broed means of Gdlvez. A Tesl in-
signht into Argentine, ner people, 2nd her thnought can be
£eined through the close study of her customs &s presented
< | . . s /
by the reszlistic author, Gaélvez.
As mentioned beforehend, the basic differsesnce be-
. / . , : .
t.een the creatiouns of Gelvez and tnose of harsn reclists
end naturelists, whoa he patterned in meny weys, lies,
possibly, in his Catholicism, his high moral principles, his
spirituel faitii, nis optimism, his democratic concepts, znd
his spiritual ideslism. If he devietes vt €11l froam his wish
to depict thing as they ere and as realistically &s possible,
it is in this light. G&lvez says of himself:
Hey en m{ una gran pleded por todos los que sufren,
y esto hea originado algunes paglqrs reveldes en mis
libros. Pero no he sido, desde que escrivo novelas
al menos /ﬁl soy SOCl&llqto nl nade., A&n cuento &
la ellgl (nhe =ido catbHlico siemrre) se ve en
verios de mls libros. o hey en mis noveles ninguna
intencidn moralizedore, eungue @lzunos creen lo
contrerio. Tempoco he pretendido reforusr 1le huaaniaed.
#n Hachs ney un sentiuiento de reveldle sante la in-
justicla social, pero no &lcanzea & coastitulr une
tesis. No soy tempoco un pecliiste & ultreaze, sungue
de mis "Hscencs de lz Guerrs del Faragusy" se o spenda
uns enseflanze pacifiste.
However, religion pleys en lwportent role in slmost 211 the

nov.ls of Gelvez, and, if it 1s not pure Cetholicisw. e.en-

plified, it is & pervasive spirituslity or ideelism tuat

lgglvez, Le tregedie de un hombre fuerte, p. 6.
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gspirituel cirficultiss of Jos

the Jnristisn itk of hie veloved Tareaze, Zfosé/~

102

g ~lioerto Flores ia zucrocin
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rel idecs tihet poszlily wgorse wita thiose ol the sutbor:

Tolviendo & lo jue heblfbemog rrimero, l= aclorard gue
& zl juiclo no heoy cose tan triste, ten aegrenente
triste, coto el no cresr en neds,., Y 10 nedlo de
creencics cetdlices, 3ecmos te8sofos, wrotesteates,
esplritistes, siaples 4vistas,/§ero crsamos en la
Jiviniced, en &l glue, en el fs elle, L estos esniri-
tuclistes yo los miro co2.10 hersnenos y los guiero. Yo
cat61ico,/tengo, vor ejemplo, con el tebsofo, ua fren
fondo comun: & cregencie en le Divinided, en 12 otra
vice ¥y en el ¢luc: es decir, zus nos une lo fundeientol
cor egﬁo no comprendo gue la Izlesis condene con tanta
snergle & ecsos aoubres nuestros con los gue teznemos
tantes cosgses efines. 1lls un01¢no nuestros enemisos,
son los materielistes: los que PlQ“Cﬂ a Dilcs: los wue
hen coanvertido el &lie humana en un simple conjunto

de Tunclones, resultado del movimiento de Les molscules,
o sanirestzcibn de la fusrza o de 1o gnerglc wmot=ricl:
1los ascios pere guienes en el universo 210 Ly ya
misterlios ni enigmes. !Ho hay mlsterios, cuwndo todo

¢s puro mistsrilo, un wrevilloso misteriol
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the countriss tarou.a wilceh Le aoc troveled, —vith en

stion of trhe universality o tne Jaurch:

Tn nuestre izlssie cabe mucho ¥ s de lo jue i inen
los qus no la con ocen, ray :mucae libertcd, -ero

negtros °ﬁwi’ zos, ¥ ¢ln L:uinidcd ce coclolicos, lo
1ﬂuo=cn. snd tleqe usted 1o svolueibn, o3 eifn
jorobenio con w*t_ doctrring, como i c¢oa =1la fuenan
csvsnter & 12 zeia R

Cleudio in L& zocae ©oce ¢ cu Zia fitle tas catire
wolume oy writins hie confe-zicns one nizit eftzr £ dre.stilc
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in-

cluding 1ts historical &nd gocinlogicel -erts, 1s the sctis-
Tying spiritual feith of G&lvez.
Througaout, spilrituslity scbove matericlity, iz «
e s e L e e o .
baslc plea thet Calvez zaxges to iz fellow Arssntineans,
True love over cad over &g&ain redesns a social victla or
L im - s et - /
solves & goclel proulem. Isriwps the philosonay of Gélvez
c&én be seen 1n the words of [loasslvet in liacha Resgules:
_,T . - s . - -
== 20, Iache, Sserificeraos por los Geudcs es un
duu,r. e le tnice ragon 42 vivir, Si todosg 1o
- o 'd - X N I . S i}

nici%recos ssi le vida serfa une rran velleza. 73

un deber de conciencie, poriue slempre debesmos

roner nuestra vida de acusrdo con nusstras oplin-

ionss y nusgtros ideelesz, 1Is un deber hocle eguellos

qulenes les hemos qultado su ports de [elicidad.

% * *
Certainly .eauvel Gflvez hes asnifested this philo-

soshy of gseerlrvieinz ourselve:z for others g e =5 &pnplisd

nile telent, nis collity to enely

end to trensfer itz ecsence iuto
dominated completely by the d==i

o ota iriter hes plctured Ars
and ith suelhi deep understandiing
her in serly starzg, 1a the zids
public, &nd now he uwerceived her

\ i
tihs preccnt. Gelvez has

se Lrgentine lire cbout himnm,
1, 8 st o T [al=]
hils writings. He s Dzen

e to bhenefit als countirye.
entine in so reény esrects
end love. e heg studied
v 0 Ler boltls [or £ re-
future oa tae Lorizon of

rret service that nes




pot brousint niln e telel reward, but 1t hos zeined Tor ninm
The apprsciction or his fellow Argentinss, end estee: tue

world over., In introduclng grest soclel proulsus and in
exploring for recders ths :re t unsxnlorad rszions of Arsen-
tize, e hes led hig Tellow writsro. How his floce 1n the
literature of the world is reruenzat., [His wors elone ic
sufficient to relute the cccusction tast there isg 10 Argen-
tine litersture. REut wiile Gilvez hopes to lelp crzate a

ong literery perso.aality for srcentine, yet he hopes
aglso for @ co.uwion contlnente) volice., Spell says that “Fivez
is ™not only ¢ -ood =novelist, but & pstriotic citizen.ml
W&, ez rerders and world cltigzeas, @pnrreciate tne 1n-
finite merit of such & writer cs _2auel GElvez ©.c ths

tapestry of Lrleztlné thet s hes woven for us. Tials ig 2ot

only & worx of ext in 1tseli but =n exrrecsion of Aazerican
reclism taet wuet Iora 1ts pert of the zrect world of

reslity. Lnd we roelige,

& ry Anericenlan
recursor of a politiccl u
unity is l.possitls in poli
.« « o+ let us 1lobor T
corraon orientztion to et
end 1s more durable tien thse poli
he ronic, coherent, culturel vis
peoples. . . . .2

Spell, on. cit., p. £3.

L

Issec Coléhert, 3tudies

(Few York: DBrenteno's, 10207,
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