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"conditional appointment" from the Secretary of War to the United States Military 

Academy. 19 Still, before the conclusion of his final acceptance, Pickett had to pass 

examinations which would test his abilities in mathematics, reading and writing. 

The United States Military Academy at West Point, New York, had been founded 

on March 16, 1802. The purpose of the Military Academy was to educate young men for 

the Army officer corps~ and, in 1818 the Academy began the first technical college 

education in the United States. West Point graduates were educated as civil engineers as 

well as in military positions. 20 

George Pickett received his official acceptance, and in the late summer of 1842 he 

entered West Point as a member of the class of 1846. Of the 116 cadets in his original 

class, only 48 were to graduate. Not only were the academic standards rigorous, the 

discipline also proved to be a challenge for some. The "Register of Delinquencies, Class 

of 1846, United States Military Academy'' records over 150 demerits per year for George 

Pickett for "highly unmilitary activity."21 Some of these "unmilitary" activities included 

''wearing a checkered shirt,'' "having long hair," or participating in "highly unsoldierlike 

19 Secretary of War to George E. Picke~ April 26, 1842, Letters Received, Adjutant Generals Office, 
Records Relating to the United States Military Academy, Record Group 94, National Archives, 
Washington, D. C. Hereinafter referred to as AGO, NA, RG 94. 
20 See Major General John A Hemphill, USA-Ret., and Robert C. Cumbow, editors, West Pointers and 
Early Washington: The Contributions of U. S. Military Academy Graduates to the Development of the 
Washington Territory, from the Oregon Trail to the Civil War 1834-1862 (Seattle: The West Point 
Society of Puget Sound, Ind., 1992), 23. 
21 Records of George E. Pickett Register of Delinquencies, Class of 1846, United States Military 
Academy Archives, West Point, New York. 
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