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Motivations
Why Wiki?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So let's start with vision alignment. And there is really strong alignment between what Wikipedia intends to do and what libraries intend to do. We're dedicated to providing free and open access to information for all. 

The mission of Wikipedia is the same of that as libraries. Freely get information to people who need it.  Librarians need to be part of this project and help shape it.

�




Problems of Diversity

Less than 10% of 
Wikipedians contribute 

over 90% of
the total number of 
contributions on the 
English Wikipedia 

(Ortega,
Gonzalez-Barahona, & Robles, 2008)

Wikipedians

less than 20 percent of 
Wikipedia editors are 

female

Women Editors

Only 15% of the 
biographies on 

Wikipedia are about 
women 

Women Articles

<10% <20% 15%

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_bias_on_Wikipedia

Presenter
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Ethical Reasons for Wikipedia

So third compelling reason is Wikipedia offers ways to engage with community, with your communities.
Seek to bring diversity and inclusion to Wikipedia's articles. �Attended to address the gaps of queer local history. �This is another way to work with your community to bring forward things that you think are really notable and that should be in this comprehensive encyclopedia. �When people of differing perspectives gather sources and contribute, this increases the range of representations in society. 



Wikipedia’s Reach

5th
Wikipedia is the 5th most visited 
website in the world; it is only 
behind: Amazon, Facebook, 
YouTube and Baidu (Chinese 
search engine). 

7,256,838,576
Number of pages views on 
English Wikipedia in July 2018: 
7,256,838,576. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So second most compelling reason is this is about meeting patrons where they are. I mean, the reality is our patrons are going to Wikipedia. If you look at this data about most visited web sites in the U.S. and globally, Wikipedia is number 7 in the U.S. number 5 globally. Our major library collections that you think of as probably some of the most well visited like the library of congress, that's down at position 1,596 of most visited sites in the country. Very similar or even way farther down for Boston public library. So reality: This is where our patrons are going. And fortunately, there are wonderful ways that librarians can leverage this reality.

Practical reasons for committing to Wikipedia 
Ranked #5 in global traffic via Alexa
Starting point for research
Ideologically aligned with library mission: Access to knowledge (For free!)
Shared appreciation of quality sources
By putting the libraries’ resources online, we can facilitate research for editors, lead others to free and local sources, and continue to promote open access. 





Getting Started
Buy in, & Collaboration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last spring 2017 asked to join project
Staff turnover
Asked to lead project host edit-a-thon

Student experience, well aware of faculty feeling on it, and I had no idea how to do it



Open 
Access Week 
Programming
A Walk Through the 
Wikiverse 
(presentation)

Wikipedia in the 
Classroom (panel)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A WALK THROUGH THE WIKIVERSE (Online Youtube)
Open in order to increase the impact of my scholarship.Open in order to enable more equitable participation in research.Open in order to improve health and the human condition.
To help answer the question, Michael Barera of Texas A&M University-Commerce joined the UT Arlington Libraries during Open Access Week for a venture into Wikipedia. Wikipedia is often the place where research begins on the internet. It is ranked 5th in overall global web traffic. Its mission is to provide free access to knowledge. With over 30 million articles written in 286 languages, Wikipedia generates approximately 8000 views per second from 500 million monthly visitors. How can libraries, staff, and faculty leverage the power of Wikipedia and turn this tool into an interactive learning opportunity for students and the community?

Following Michael’s presentation, a diverse group of faculty members from UTA, UTD, and SMU formed a panel and discussed their experiences in developing assignments incorporating Wikipedia and the impact on student learning.

Partners for the edit-a-thon: Women and Gender Studies (4 courses)




Taking the plunge
Training, Coaching, and preparing to edit





Setting up camp



Wiki Resources

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:The_Wikipedia_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:The_Wikipedia_Library


Hosting HERstory
An edit-a-thon and beyond



Edit-a-thon Timeframe
4 Months 

Tasks
• Theme
• Date/time
• Reservations
• Budget
• Meet-up
• Technology

2 Months
Tasks

• List of articles
• Reference 

resources
• Registrations 

logistics
• Handouts
• Presentations

1-2 Weeks
Tasks

• Snacks
• Signage
• Event Social 

Media
• Reminders & 

press

1 Month
Tasks

• Caterers/food
• Assign roles to 

staff

3 Months
Tasks

• Layout
• Staffing needs
• Volunteers
• Publicity



Our Team

Trainer

You can simply impress 
your audience and add 

a unique zing.  

Editing Coach

You can simply impress 
your audience and add 

a unique zing.  

Registration

You can simply impress 
your audience and add 

a unique zing.  

Reference Support

You can simply impress 
your audience and add 

a unique zing.  



5 minutes: Introduction 
of staff, speakers, and 

sponsors

Welcome & 
Introductions

5 minute: Overview of 
Wikipedia and its 

founding principles

5 Pillars of Wikipedia

10 minutes: How to 
create an account, how 
to navigate, how to edit 

pages 

Getting started

The reminder of the 
time participants turned 

loose to explore, and 
edit Wikipedia entries. 

It’s Your Turn



Results from HERstory

Articles 
edited

59
Total edits

231

Articles 
created

2
Number of 

editors

62

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Articles edited: 59
Articles create: 2
Total edits: 231
Editors: 62
Words added: 10.6K
Article Views: 579K
Data as of April 20, 2018






Survey says…

How easy did you find editing Wikipedia?
Easier than I thought it would be

How informative did you find the edit-a-thon instructions?
Very informative, I learned a lot

Did you enjoying editing Wikipedia?
Definitely, yes!

What else would you like to learn about Wikipedia?
Writing Better Citations, Creating new Articles, Finding Resources, Settling Disputes, Creating projects



Going Forward

Presenter
Presentation Notes
History Department
Assignments
HERStory2 
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