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I N T R O D U C T I O N

The extent to which pre-school children con

stitute an audience for radio and television programs, 

and the types of programs preferred and other related 

factors, open up a relatively new field of invest1ga• 

t1on. Few research projects or surveys have been undel'• 

taken in this combined field for the very yotmg child, 

eJ.thou.gh some studies of a similar character have been 

eonduoted with pre-school and older children. Moreover, 

some investigations have been· made on the possible effects 

of radio and television on ra.m.ily life. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The study eover9d in this report deals ·with the 

impact which radio and television exert on the lives of 

pre-school children. The plan o:r the investigation was so 

established that the follo't>Jing objectives could be realized 

ror the subjects of th.e study: 

(A) To obtain ini'ormation concerning -

(1) The time spent by typical pre-school

children on television and radio

programs: 

(2) Times or day when television and radio

programs are watched and heard by this

1 



e.ge range of childr-en; 

(3) Length or interval. spent with tele

. vis ion and radio;

(4) Activities of children while listen

ing to and observing programs;

(5) Name; ty-pe, and other factors con

cerning the programs themselves.

(B) To relate the information obtained above

to the sex and age of the child• and to

certain family characteristics• such as 
·-

educational and occupational frunily

class if ioa ti_ons.

REVIE"vl OF LITu---aATUllli 
-

Television is a new invade.I' ·or children• s tiraa • 

according to Witty and Bricker (19). Between 1945.and the 

· beginning of .1952t these inv�estigators show that the number

of television receivers 1n the United States sky-rocketed

from 1oi ooo to 1$;000,000. More than one hal.f or the

.families 1n Ina.tW cities own sets.

The Federa1 Oommunications Commission, through 
. ' 

a le tter to the author, stated that there was no officia1 

count available to the exact number of television sets 



3 

used in this cotmtry. but that the industry estimated that 

21.2.50 ., 000 sets were in use by January, 19.53. 

A study made by -the Broadcast Measurement Bureau 

and reported by Chester and Garrison (3) revea1ed that 94.2 

per cent of all families had at least one radio 1n working 

order. 

Dr. Paul Witty of Northwestern University has 

done extensive studies and surveys concerning television 

as used by children. Witty and Bricker (l.9} have found 

that five and six year olds are a.l'llOng the heaviest tele• 

viewers. Four or more hours a day often are spent watch

ing 'l:,eleviaion, according to these authorities. These 

research workers viewed all television programs trans

mitted to the air by the s even stations 1n New York Oity 

during one week. Of the 564 hours covered by the inves't;i

ga.ted prog.i-Eu"llS, children's programs filled 70 hours, or 

12.4.per cant of the total. Only one station had e. program 

f"or pre-school children, covering one-half' hour e. day. 

In Chicago, the Parent-Teachers Association 

began a revolt against the content of children's progrruus• 

as reported by a Chr1st6an Cent!:3£Y editoria1 (4}. Thirty
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sets of parents worked 1n relays to monitor eh11dren 1 s 

da:y•time programs on the tour Chico.go television stations. 

During the last week of 1952, 295 crimes included 93 

.murders, 78 shootings, nine kidnapings, nine �obberies, 

44 gwtl"ights, 3.3 slugg1ngs, two knif'ings, three whiplash

ings, �o poisonings, and t�40 bombings. The child audience 

on which this terror was unleashed, using the words of the 

editorial, ranged predominantly from pre-school age through 

the first three grades. 

According to Emanuel and Green (6), the latter 

author-a child psychiatrist-answered letters written in 

horror over tb.e free pl.ay ot guns and 1"1rearms in tele

vision ahows, with statements of which the following a!'e 

examples. 

"Emot1onal.ly healthy chlldren past the age of 

four ali-:ays distinguish between make-believe murder in their 

play and real destruction ••••• Emotionally healthy childPen 

who are old enough to take part in group play, are rarely 

knoi,m deliberately to 1.nflict unprovoked ha.rm on each other 

in spite of the violent ideas they express in their games.u

Shayon (12), in his book Television !mS ,9.Y.t 

Cp.ildlren, has quoted a letter from Mrs. Leland H. Merrill, 
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a nursery school aupel'visor of Melrose, Massachusetts. at 

some length. This q \lOtation is as follows: 

Since 1927 I have maintained a private 
school for children of three to six years. 
About the middle of November (1950), m:,- assis
tants began to observe a change. The children 
"gotn television. 

Any toy that has any possible resemblance 
to a gun becomes one in the i"ree play time. A 
group armed to the teeth gallops up and attacks 
them. For ·,several days I found drawings, all 
done by tru) same artist and con:.plementing soma 
converse.tidn which we had hearci. about "the 
clu tch1ng cl.aw·. n 

The children are tired nervously, peysically, 
emotionally, and mentally; they show the effeota 
of eye strain; they have acquired erroneous 
ideas; and their minds are som completely engrossed 
by television that they have no capacity for 
learning. 

They have no sense of values•· no feeling 
of wonder. no eu.atained interest. Theil-' shallow
ness of thought and feeling is markedly appar
ent; and they display a lack of,co-operation 
and inability- to finish a task- Could this be 
the result or passively sitting and watching? 
Or a.re minds and bodies• alike� too tired? 

' 

The comraents of Sha.yon (13) 1n response to this 

letter contained the contention that television was the 

newest "battleground" of controversy over mass DEdia and 

that the controversy was far from ended. 

Shayon (14) further states: "Actually i-Jhat 



effect do mass media have on a child's emotional well 

being and taste? Arter years of patient .reseai-ch, the 

experts can tell us little that is definitive, one way 

or another." 

6 

A survey reported by Koch (7) was conducted in 

Franklin County, Ohio, for the White House Conference on 

Children and Youth by the Cultural Development Section of 

the Radio Sub-committee of the conference. This revealed 

the fact that 55 pre�school children, by the show of hands, 

I'ated "The Lone Ranger" a.s their fe.vori te radio program. 

The programs which they wanted to hear more o.ften were 

s·tories, music (record time), piano music, and a var:J.ety 

o:r topics covering toys, animals, and nursery rhymes. 

Jennie �the. Krudys (9), in her Mas·ter's Thesis 

on "Som Aspects o.r the Social Impact o-r Television 0-n 

the Family," included one section covering children from 

two to 11 years of age• The average time spent in viewing 

television was approximately four hours per day. Sixty• 

three per cent of the children spent less time on outdoor 

activities. Moreover, 47 per cent of rural families o.nd 

5$ per cent of urban fa.ro.111es included 1n this study used 

teJ.ev1s1on as a means of control over their children. The 

programs viewed by children in 75 urban an.d a.11 rural 
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families in the study were selected by the chi1dr�n them

selves. Children in 73 per cent of th.a rural and 43 per 

cent of the urgan families retired later since purchase 

of television. 

Mar·cha Elizabeth Rutland (ll), in her thesis 

on the nuse or Movies and Radio by Nursery School Children," 

shows that the average amount or listening time for .�adio 

pel:' child per week for her subjects was 2.29 hours, with 

boys listening for longer periods than girls. No rela

tionship was found between age and listening time. Five 

and eight o•clock, respectively, in the late afternoon and 

eru;-ly evening ·were the times showing the highest i're<auency 

of listening• 

In 1942 Witty (16) found that the average child 

in the elementary school spent more than two hours daily 

listening to the radio. "Sinoe the advent of' television," 

says this authority 1 "the aniount of time devoted to the 

radio has decreased. Yotmg children now show a stronge� 

attraction to television than to radio, since 90 par cent 

of £irst and second grade children stated that they prefer 

television to radio, as eompa.t'ed to 50 per cent of seventh 

and eighth grade students. About 65 per cent of high school 

students indicate their preference for teL3vision over the 



radio, These data indicate cleaialy that television has 

replaced. foI' many children,. the strong interest pre

viously s hot-m in the radio•'' 

In recent studies including kindergarten to\ 

8 

high school students or Evanston, Illinois• Witty (18) 

surveyed children's interest in television. In 1950 43

per cent had a television set at home; as compared to 68 

per cent 1n 19.$1. Twenty-one hours pe� week w�s spent

viewing television in 1950 as compared to 19 hours oer week

in 1951, according to this investigation. Primary· child• 

ren continued to be most avid and enthusiastic viewers. 

A third report conce�ning children's reactions 

to television t-10.s given in 1952 by Witty (17) • Eighty

eight per cent or the homes t,hen had television, according

to his rinding, with children listening 23 hours per weeki 

on the average. Moat viewing was done in the evening, 

when adult programs chiefly were offered. 

Investigations conducted in Stamford (Connecticut), 

Homei-Jood (Illinois), and Ba1timore (Maryland), and reported

by Bernbaum (2), revealed tba fact that one ha.l.f of the 

children in the television service area spend an ave�age 

of' fou.r hours daily in televiewing, and that many child•

ren spend as much time per week in televie,dng a.a they do 
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facing teachers in the.classroom. 

Jane Marshall and Louise Frazier (10), graduate 

students at the Ohio State University, have 0orr4'leted a 

study on homemakers' views of television. Since they 

found that children influenced what daytime programs were 

watched; these investigators suggested that demonstration 

programs include ideas of inte�est to children. 

Margaret Aleen King ( 8), 1n a Master' s The s 1s 

on "A Survey of Homemakers' Opinion on the Effect of Tela• 

vision on Family Living," shows that the children of her 

study averaged three and one-half hours viewing television 

per day. Fort"IJ-three per cent spent three to !'our hours 

vietd.ng programs. Mother-a in the study tended to rate 

children's programs as good. 

Several surveys and studies have bean reported 

by Barclay (l) on high school students as ardent tele-

vision fans. Of' 4,821 boys and gir1s enrolled in high 

schools at Mapleu-Jood and Orange; New Jersey, 88 per cent 

answered questions in a survey. This study revealed the 

i'aet that the largest amount of leisure time 0£ these 

older children was spent watching television. 

John T. Curtin (5), 1n a Master •s Thesis on 
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"Television Interest and Viewing Habits on High School 

Students." shows that• on the average• 20 hours per week 

ware spent viewing television. w1 th this tirae devoted 

mostly to light entertainment. In comparing groups, 

there were no appreciable dif£erences. 

"Radio and movies have suffered from the impact 

of television," according to the findings of this investi

gatol'. 



PLAN .Q...f PROCEDURE 

SUBJECTS Q,f m. STUDY 

The children sele-cted for this study ·were 35 ot

those enrolled in a Nursery School and 15 of those enrolled 

at the Kinde�ga.rten of the Texas State College for Womn.

Also included in this study were six children enrolled in 

the Graft Play School, Denton, rrexas. A total of 56 child• 

ren , therefore• were studied. 

� .!ID2, � DISTRIBUT.ION 

There were 10 boys and 10 girls with radio, only, 

in their homes. Eighteen boys and 18 girls had both .I'a dio 

and television in their homes. 

These children ranged in age .from 30 months ( two 

and one-half ye a.rs ) to 78 mon tha (six and one •he.l.f years ) • 

For comparison, the children were divided into two age 

groups. 

One age group ranged from 30 months to 54 months, 

or two and one-half years to four and one-half' years. The 

ll 
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second age group ranged from 54-fmonths to 78 months, or 

:four and one-half plus to six and one-half' years. 

The age of each child tr.1as based on his age on 

February 1., 1953. The age was calculated according to 

the method set up by Re.eel Stutsman (15), the plan of 

which is the following: 

If the child's age in months has a 
fraction o� over one�half a month. t� 
fraction is considered as one month; e. 
g., 29 months, l.6 days :ts called 30 months. 
If the age in months has a fraction or

less than one•hal.f a month, the fraction 
is desrega.rded. 

Table I gives, acco�ding to age e.nd sex, the 

distribution of individual children enrolled in this study. 

Of the television viewers, eight males and six 

fem.alee, a total of 14 subject.s 1 were in the 30 to 54 month· 

age group. Twenty-two subjects, lO males and 12 females 

were in the .5'4 to 78 month group. Tb.a total nwnber of 

television viewers was 36. 

There was a total of 10 subjects-six males and 

four fem.ale·s-in the 30 to 54 w.onth age group or radio 

listeners. Four fem.ales and six males, a total of 10 

subjects, made up the .54 to 78 month age group. A total· 

o� 20 subjects constituted the radio.listening group.



TABLE l. 

� � � Qf ERRRTifilNTAl.1, CHILD, Sl]!1JEC 11'.$

P AR'l.1 

A• NUMBER VIEWING T'�LEVISION 

Sex o:f Children 

Ag$ 

Male 

30 to .54 months 
4.5 years)

(2.5 to 
8 

.54 ,I. to 78 months (4.5-1-
to 6.5 yea.rs) 10 

Total 18 

PART !1• NU'I:IBgR LISTENING l:Q.. RADIO 

Female 

6 

l2 

18 

Sex o:r Children 

Age 

Male Female 

30 to 54 months (2 • .5 to
!i.s years) 6 4 

54 ,Lto 78 months
to 6.5 years)

(4.5� 
4 6 

Total 10 10 

Total 

14 

22 

,36 

Total 

10 

10 

20 

13 



SIZES .QE. F' AMILIES .Qf. Sp;BJECTS 

'fable II shows the different sizes of families 

of' the subjects having television and radio, e.s to the 

numbel' of children :tn ea.eh family. Thii-ty�ne fsun111es 

have two children; 14 f&"'lilies have three children; 9 

families have one child; and 2 families have four child• 

FAMILY OCCUPATIONAL STATOS Qf.. SUBJ.Em 

Data fou..�d 1n Table III a.re based on the occupa

·J.;:;'..011 elass o.f fathers, mothers, and families, with tba

children listed by individual case numbers•. 

Too occupational classifications used in this 

s t;L1dy were ta.ken frolil ·t;hose employed in various studies 1n 

the College of Household Arts and Sciences, Texas State 

College :for Women, insof� as these wer'e applicable :tn this 

study. These included pro.fessional personnel, semi-pro• 

fessional personnel, business owners and managers, skilled 

labo.r-e.1:s, semi-skilled labor-e1 ... s, and horuema.kers. Certain 

occupa.ti.:>nal groups in the entire claesi.fication were 

omitted because the parents of no children in this study 

fell in these groups. These were farm owners e.i1d managers,

unskilled laborer♦s, retired i..io�ker--s, e..nd those on relief. 



TABLE II 
-

NUMBER .QE EXPERIMENTAL CHILD S1Jl3JF!CTS 1!i 

DIFFERENT SIZES .Ql _FA __ I __ •1IL_m_s_ ACCORDING 

PART !• TELEVISION 

Number of Children 1n 
Age Different Sizes of Families 

Range 
of Sex or 

15 

Children Children Family Family Family Family 
(Months) ot One of 'lwo or Thl'ee or Four 

Child Children Children Children 

Male 2 4 2 0 

30 to 54 
Female 0 4 2 0 

!-'i..ale 1 5 4 
54;,lto 78 

Female 4 5 2 l 

Total 7 18 10 1 
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TABLE I I - CONTINUED 

_,P .. AR....,T Ji• RADIO 

Age 
Range 

of Sex of 
Children Cbildren 
(Months) 

Male 
30 to S4 

Female 

Ms.le 
54,'·to 78 

Female 

Total 

Nwnber of Chi.ldren in 
Diffe.rent Si�es of Families 

Fe.mily Family Family Far.tlly 
of One of Two of Three t>f Four 
Ohild Children Ohildren Children 

0 ·4 2 

0 2 l l 

0 4 0 

2 3 1 0 

2 13 4 1 

Seventeen fathers wera business owners or man

agers; 14 were professional pexssons, 11 were skilled labor

ers, nine were sem1•profess1one.l persons, end five were 
- .

--. 

semi-skilled laborers, giving a total of 56 fathers in 

five gl'oups. 

The mothers appeared in tour occupational class-

1.t'ications with the majority being classed as homamakers. 

Thirty-nine mothers were in this last classification; 12 
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mothers were employed in semi-professional occupations; 

three were employed as skilled laborers; and two mothers 

fell in the business group,- as managers or owners. None 

was olassif'ied in the professional or semi-skilled labor 

groups. 

In all cases• the rather was the chief wage 

ee..t'ne.r; his occupational class, therefbre, determined the 

family occupation classification. 

In StlI!lilU?ll7• 15 dif£erent occupational grouJings 

of ind:tvidt1.a.l combinations ·within families were shown, 

Twelve f'e.there were professional workers, with the mothel"s 

serving as homemakers; 11 £athers uere in business• with 

the mothers classed as homemakers; six fathers were skilled 

laborers, with the mothers as homemakers; five fathers were 

se1ni•p�of.essional workers,- with the mothers as homemakers; 

.four fathers were semi-skilled laborers, with the mothers 

as hom9makers; th.vee f'atners were skilled laboI'er·s� with 

the mothers as semi•professional workers; three fathers 

had senli•protessional occupations, with the mothers as 

serd•profess1onal workers; two :ra.thers ·were in business, 

t-1itb the mothers working as skilled laborers; ·and two 

fathers wore in professional occupations, with the mothers 

1n semi-professional occupations. There was one case each· 



Case 
Number 

(l) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

{6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

18 

TAB _,LE I I I

OCCUP!,.TI0NAL STATUS& .Qf. PARENTS .Ql. INDIVIDUAL

CHILD SUBJECTS 

Father's Mo the) 11 • S 

Famili's Oecupa-
tiona Claseifi-

Occupation Occupation cation (Based on 
Chief Income 

Earner} 

Business for Semi-profes- Business owner and
self sional manager, 

Business · Hou_sewife Business 

Pr.ofessiona.l Housewife ,Professional 

Semi-skilled Housewife Semi-s-killed 

ls.borer laborer 

Bus 1:ri...a s s Hous-ewife Business owner 
O'Wnel' 

.Protessio:ne.l House-v1if'e Professional 

Business Semi•profes- Business 
owner e1onal 

Profeasiona.l Housewife Pro.tees1onal 

Skilled Housewife Skill�d 1aborer 
laborer 

., 

Skilled Housewife ' Skilled la.borer 
laborer 

Busine�s Hou��w1fe ,.Business 

Business Housewife Business 

Skilled Housewife Skilled laborer-
laborer 



Case 
Number 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

(16) 

(19) 

(20) 

(21) 

(22) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 

(26) 

19 

TABLE I I I - CONTINUED 

Father's 
Occupation 

' 

Business O'Wtl0l'

Skilled 
laborer 

Semi•skilled 
laboFer 

Business 

Professional 

Business 
owner 

Skilled 

le.borer 

Business 
owner 

Business 
manager 

Semi-prof es-
sional 

Skilled 
laborer 

Skilled 

laborer 

Business 
manager 

Mother's 
Occupation 

Skilled 

laborer 

Semi-prof'es-
sione.1 

Housewife 

Housewife 

Housewife 

Skilled· 
labol'er 

Housewife 

Business 
owne.ri 

Housewife 

Housawi:f'e 

Semi.-prof'es-
s1ona.l 

Skilled 
laborer 

House-wif'e 

Fa.milyfs Oc-oupa-
tional Classif'i-
cation (Based on 

Chief Incoma 
Eal'nel') 

Business 

Skilled laborer 

�emi•skillad 
laborer 

Bus·iness 

Professional 

Business 

Skilled laborer 

Business owner 
and manager 

Business manager 

Se:mi-pr�ressional 

Skilled l.abozter 

Skilled labo1 .. er 

Business 



Case 
Number 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

(31) 

(32) 

(33) 

(34) 

(35) 

(36) 

(37) 

(38) 

(39) 

(40) 
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TABLE I I I - CONTINUED 

Family's Occupa-
Father, ts Mother-rs tional Classif:1.• 

Occupe.tion Occupation cation (Based on 
Chie.t' Income 

Earner) 

Professional Hou.sewi.fe Pt'Ofessional 

Skilled Housewife Skilled laborer 
labo.Per 

Professional Housewife Pr,ofess1ona1 

Semi•pro.f'es• Housewi.te Send-professional 
a1onal 

Skilled Housewife Skilled laborell' 
laborer 

Semi•sk1lled Housewife Semi-skilled 

laborer laborer 

Skilled Housewife Skilled laborel' 

laborei-

Business Housewife Business 

Professional Housewife Professional 

Semi•Profes- Bua1ness Semi-prof'essione.1 
s1onal manager 

P·r-ofes sional Hou.sew 1te P,ttofessions.l 

Sem1•profea• Se.mi.-profe s- Semi-professional 
sional sional 

Professional Semi-prof'es- Professional 
sional 

Business Houset,1ife Business 
owner 



TABLE 

Gase Father's 
Number Oeeupation 

(41) Semi•prof'es-
sional

(42) Semi-prof'es-
sional

{43) Professional 

(44) Business

(45) Professional

(46) Proieasional

(q.7) Semi .. pJ:10.fes-
sional 

(48) Business

(49) Se1'lli-skilled

laborer

(50) Sem1•ak1lled
laborer

(51) Professional

(52) Semi •prof es•
sional

(.53) P.t>ofess.ional 

21 

I I I - cowrINUED

Mother •s 
Occupation 

Semi-pito.f es-
sional 

Housewife 

Housewife 

Semi •pl'ofes -
sional 

Housewife 

Housewit'e 

HollSel41.fe 

Housewif'e 

Housewife 

Sem1-pro:fes-
aional 

Houset-J•if e 
.. 

Semi-pro.res,-
sional 

Semi-prof es-
sional ' 

Family's Occupa• 
tional Classif'i .. 
cation (Based on 

Chief Incoroo 
Earneit) 

Semi-professional 

Semi-professional 

Professional 

Business 

Professional 

Prof'e saional 

Semi-prof es-
sional 

Business 

Semi-skilled 
laborer 

Semi •skilled 
labo.l"er 

Pro.fessional 
. ' .. ' 

Semi-professional 

Professional 



Case 
Number 

(�,) 

(55) 

(56} 

22 

TAB t E I I I - CONTINUED 

Fathez:, 1 s Mother's 
Family's Occupa-
tlonal Claasifi-

Occupation Ooeupation cation (Based on 
Chief' Income 

Eal'Il..81') 

Semi-prof es .. Housewife Semi •professional 
s1onal 

Business Hoasewife Business 

Skill.ed Semi•prores- Skilled laborer 
laborer sional 

in the following five groups•,: the .father 1n business with 

the mothel' employed :1.n a semi-professional occupation; the 

father and mother both were in business; the father and 

mother both were skilled laborers; the father was in a

se111i•professional occupation• and the mother was 1n busi

ness;_the father was a semi-skilled laborer, and the mother 

was in a semi-professional occupation. 

A scrutiny or Table III and of the discussion 

given above will show that the children in the study came

.from urban families of Z11oderate to batter than mode.t'a.te 

economic status, with 39 of the mothers not employed out

side of the home.
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Table IV presents the family occupation of' 

television viewers and radio listeners, according to sge 

and sex of the child subjects. The following combinations 

were used 1n this table: father employed with mother a 

horiiera.aker; father and mother b�th employed; and fathe� 

e�.ployed and mother a pa.rt-time student. 

Of the 14 television subjects (Table IV1 Part A) 

in the 30 to 54 month a&te group, eight males and- two fe

males had fathers who l-Jorked, with mothers serving as 

homemakers, while three females had both parents employed, 

as well as one female with the father employed and the 

mother a part-time student.

In the 54-,l-to 78 l'llOnth old ehildren1 f'1ve males 

and nine females had fathel"'s who worked and mothers who 

were homemakers; four males and three females had both 

parents employedJ and one male had a father who worked and 

a mother who was a part•tiroo student, thus making a total 

of' 22 subjects. 

Of the 10 radio listeners (Table IV1 Part B) 

in the 30 to 54 month group• four males and th.I'ee females 

had fathers who worked and mothers -who served as home• 

melr.ers, while two males and one fer,iale had fathers who 

uo1,1red and mothel's ts1ho were part-time students. 



Of the 10 subjects in the 54-,l-to 78 month gl'oup,

two males and four females had fathers who t·JOl'ked and

mothers who were hozoomake.ra; two mo.las and one female had

both parents who were em.ployed, and one female had a father

who worked and a mother who was a part•tirae stu.dent.

Table IV, Part c, 1neludes a combination of the

fem:i1y occupation of 56 television and radio subjects. Of

the 24 subjects 1n the 30 to 54 age group, 12 males and five

fe!ilales had fa the rs who worked and motb.e.rs , who tJere not
: ·, .. 

ampioyed outside of the home; three females had both p8.l'ents

employed; and{t;wo males and two females had fathers t4ho

,.:or�ed and mothers who served as part-time students.

Thirty-two st1bjeets of the 54,'- to 78 month age

group were distributed as follows: seven males and 1.3 

!'cm.a.lea had fathers Yho wo.rk:ed and mothers 1.-;ih.o served as

horoorne.kere; six males end foUl' females had both pa.rents

employed; and one male and one female had fathers who wo?lked

rind mothers 1:1ho were ps.rt•tirne student�.
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FAMILY OCCUPATION £E. EXPERIMENTAL CHILD SUBJECTS 

PAA�!• FAMILY OCCUPATION OF 
:;t'EIEVISION Vffih3RS 

-

Age Range Father Em-
of Ch.il• Sex of pltyed and 

dren Children other 
(Months) Homemaker 

30 to S4 Male 8 

Female 2 

Male 5 
54,' to 78 

Female 9 

Tots.l 24 

Father and Father Em-
Mother ployed, 

Both Mother 
Employed Part-tiiiJe 

Student 

0 0 

3 l 

4 

3 0 

10 2 



TABLE IV -CONTINUED 
-

PART !!• FAMILY OCCUPATION .Qf.
RADIO LISTENERS 

Age Range Father Em• 
of Chil- Sex of ployed and 

dren Children Mother 
(Months) Homemaker 

Male 4 
30 to 54 

Female 3 

Male 2 
54-,Lto 78 

4 Female 

Total 13 

Father and 
Mother 
Both 

Employed 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

26 

Father Em• 

ployed. 
Mother 

Part-time 
Student 

2 

1 

0 

l 

!�



T A B L E L.! - CONTINUED 

PART £• FJ\J4IlX OCCUPATION QE.

TELEVISION VIE\iERS Alm. 
RADIO LISTENERS .,

COMBINED 

Age Range Father Em-
of Chil• Sex of ployed and 

dren Children Mother 

(Months) Homemaker 

Male 12 
30 to 54 

5 Female 

Male 7 
54,'to 78 

Female 12 

.-... 

Total 37 

Father and 
Mother 

Both 

Employed 

0 

3 

6 

4 

13 

27 

Fathe?t Em• 
pl.eyed, 
Mother 

Part•t:l.ma 
Student 

2 

l 

6 
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Summarizing this ta.bl.a• the m.ajori ty of. the 

fsmilles. 39 in nwnber, were those with the fathers wo�k

ing and the mothers serving as homemakers. In 13 farailies, 

both parents were employed; and in six families, the father 

lJo.ttked and the mother was a part-time student. 

The data presented in Te.ble V show the fathers' 

and mothers' occupation according to the �ge and sex of 

the television partioipating subjects ....... 
· ... ' ,  ..

In the 30 to 54 month age gi'ou�, one me.le and 

one female have fathers classed as professional pe.I"sonnel; 

one male had a father classed as a sem.t•p.I'ofessional worker

th.J:aee males and three females had fathers c1asE;ed a.s busi

ness owners and managers I two males and two females had 

fathers classed as skilled laborers; and one male had a 

father classed as a semi•skilled laborer� giving a total 

of 14 subj e e ts included 1n the 30 to 54 month age group• 

Of the 22 subjects in the 547' to 78 month age 

group• two males and three females had fathers that were 

classed as professional; one male had a father who wa s a 

semi-professional worker; two males and five females had 

fathers who had semi-professional occupations; two males 

and :five females he.d fathers in business; four males and 

two females had :ra.thers who were skilled laborers; two 
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f'ema1es had f'athers who were semi-skilled laborers. 

In the classification of the mothers of tele

vision subjects, all eight males of the 30 to 54 month age 

group had mothers classiried as homemakers, while the fe

males had four mothers classified as homemakers, one mother 

as a skilled laborer, and ona mother as semi•prof'essional 

personnel. 

In the 541'- to 78 month age group• three !'em.ales 

had mothers class1£1ed as semi-professional personnel; and 

nine females had mothers who were not employed outside the 

home. The males• on the othe� hand, had one mother with 

semi-prof'ess1onal occupation, two mothers in business, two 

mothers working as skilled laborers, and five mothers not 

employed outside of' the homo. 

Table VI gives the occupation of fathers and 

mo·t;hers of radio subjects according to the age ands ex of 

the children. In the 30 to 54 month age group, five ma.lee 

and one f'emale had fathers who were employed in professional 

occupations; one male and one female had fathers who had 

semi-professional occupations; one female b.ad a .f'athel' who 

was in business; and one f'emale had a father working e.s a 

skilled laborer, making a total of 10 subjects. 



TABLE V 

OCCUPATIONS Qf. PARENTS .QE. PARTICIPATING 

CHILD SUBJECTS 

TELEVISION 

Father Mother 

Occupations 
Age (Months} Age (Months ) 

of 

Parents 30 to .54 $4,'to 78 .30 to 54 $4,'to 78 

Sex Sex Sex Sex 

Male Fe- MaleFe• Male Fe ... Male Fe-
mc1,=,, MA1� mA1 a. mo1"' 

Professional 1 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 

Semi-profos-
sional l 0 2 0 0 l 1 2 

Business 3 3 2 5 0 0 2 0 

Skilled 
laborer 2 2 4 2 0 l 2 0 

1 
Se mi ... s k1lle d 
laborer l 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 

Homemaker 0 0 0 0 8 4 $ 9 

Total 8 6 10 12 8 6 10 12 

30 

T 

0 

t 

a 

l 

7 

8 

1$ 

13 

3 

26 

72 



OOCUPATIONS 9.£.'. PARENTS QE. PAR6rciPATING

CHILD SUBJECTS 

RADIO 

Father Mother 

Occupations 
Age (Months) Age (Months) 

or 

Pa.rents 
30 to 54 54,'to 78 30to 54 54,'to 78 

Sex Sex Sex Sex 

Male 
Fe- Male fe• MalE

Fe- Male Jiie-
MS11P. lrnA1,:,, lmA1A 11.4'ii1A

Pro.fessional s 1 0 1 0 O} 0 0 

Sem.:'J_ -pro.res -
, 

sional l l 2 2 ·2 2 2 2 

Business 0 l 2 l 0 0 0 0 

Skilled 
laborer 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Semi-skilled 
laborer 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 

Homemaker 0 0 0 0 4 2 2 4 

Total 6 4 4 6 6 4 4 6 

31 

1 

l4 

4 

l 

2 

12 

!�O
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In the age group ranging from 541' to 78 months• 

one female had a father who had a professional occupation; 

two males and two females had fathers who had semi-profes

sional occupations; two males and one fe.111ale had fathers 

who were 1n business, either as ·owners or managers; two 

fem.ales had fathers who were semi-skilled laborers. 

Of the 30 to .54 month age group, two males and 

two females had mothers employed 1n semi-professional occupa

tions; and four males and two fem.ales had mothers classed 

as l:lomemakers • 

Two males and two females ot the 541' to 78 month 

age group had mothers classed as employed 1n semi•pro£ess1onal 

occupations; and two males and four females had mothers 

classed as homemakers. 

FAMILY EDUCATIONAt STATUS 

QE F AMIL ms 

Tabla VII gives the data concerning the educational 

classes of fathers, mothers, and families as to individual 

case numbers of all children 1n the study, using the general 

educational classes employed in studies in the College of 

Household 1�ts and Sciences at the Texas State College for 

Women. The schemes for classifying individual parents, and 

for classi,!',Jing the full family, respectively, on the basis 

of educational status, follow: 
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EDUCATIONAL CLASSIFICATION FOR INDIVIDUAIB 

Class A. Recipient of an M.D., Ph.D., sc.D., 

Ed.D., or other doctor's degree, or a 

master's degl'ee. 

Class B. Recipient of a bachelor•s degree and 

at least tv-Jo years of college or other 

specialized formal training beyond the 

bachelor's statu.s. 

Class c. High School gi:aduate with no further 

post-high school formal tr�1ning. 

Class D. High school attendant, but did not 

graduate, but had some special training 

or apprenticeship. 

Class E. High school attendant, but did not 

graduate or receive any special addi• 

tional training. 

Note: In the Texas State College .for Women 

classifications, provision is made for 

those with less formal training than 

is listed above. In t;his study, how

ever, none of the parents £ell below 

Class E. 
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p!DUCATJ;ONAL CLASSIFICATION FOR PANILJES 

Class A. Those families 1n.-wn1ch all adults 

are university or college gI'aduates, or 

recipients of specialized training 

beyond high school equ1valent'to that 

embodied in bachelor's. degree training. 

Class B. Those families 1n which one member 1s 

a college graduate. 

Class c. Those families in which all adults are 

high school gradnates, with no formal 

training beyond high school. 

Class D. Those fanlilies with only ona member of 

the family a hign school graduate. 

Class E. Those families in which no adults have 

graduated from high school. 

In the families of the child subjects participa.� 

ting in this investigation, no individual fell 1n Class D 

as outlined above, and no family fell below Class Din the 

Educational Classification for Families. 

Thirty-four of the 56 fathers were 1n Education 

Class B, indicating that they had had two years of college 

training., or that. they were college graduates. Fourteen 
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fathers were in Class A, indicating the �equisit1on of 

advanced degrees. Seven f'athers tell in Class c, or the 

class who had completed high school, with no special sub

sequent training; and one father fell in Class E, indieating 

that he did not graduate from high school. 

Forty-eight fathers were in the first two classes, 

indicating that the majority he.d had college training. 

Of the 56 mothers, 45 fell in Education Class B, 

indicating that they had some college training. or were 

college graduates. Eight were in Class c, denoting that 

they ·were high school graduates, but with no special train• 

ing beyond high school. Three were in Class A1 showing 

that they had reoeived advanced degrees. 

Family education or the 56 subjects revealed that 

23 fell in Class B, indicating that one member of the fam

ily was a college graduate• Seventee-n were 1n Class A, or 

the class in which both father and mother were college 

graduates. Fifteen were in Class c, indicating th.at both 

father and mother were high school graduates. One family 

had Class D status, with one family member a high school 

graduate. 

In summarizing Table VII, one finds 28 of the 



TABLE VII 

EDUCATIONAL S'l'.l\TUS .Q.E PARENTS .Q[ INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS 

Father's Mother's Family 
Case Education Education Education 
Num-
bar 

Extent of Class Extent of �lass Class Education Education 

(l) B. A. B M.A. A A 

(2) B. A. B High School 0 B 

(3) B. A. B B. s. E A 

(4) High School,' B High School G 0 

(.5) B. A. B B. A. B A 

( 6) M. D. A High School C B 

(7) High School C B. s. B B 

(8) B. s. B B. s. B A 

(9) Tt,Jo years in E High School C 
high school 

(10) High School 0 High School 13 B 

(ll) H1gh School C High School C C 

(12) B. s. J3 B. A. B A 

(13) High School C High School,' B C 

( 14 ) B. B. A. .B High School,' B B 

(1.5) High School,' B High School B a 



Ca.se 
Num• 
ber 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 

(19) 

(20) 

{21) 

(22) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

(31} 

T A B L E V I I, CONTINUED 

F$. the.tats Mother's 

Education Education 

Extent of Extent oi 

Education Clase Edu:t::Lt1on Class 

High School,' B High School B 

High Schoolf B High School 0 

M. A. A B. A. B 

B. B. A. B High Sohool.1 C 

High Schoolf B B. s. B 

High School,' B B. s. B 

High School C High Schoolt B 

Four yeal's e.t 
chiropractic A High School� B 

school 

High School C High School1 B 

High School,l B High School C 

High School,' B High School B 

Ph.D. A B. A. B 

High School,' B B. s. B. 

H. D. A High Schoo� B 

B. A. B High School-, B 

High School,' B B. s. B 

37 

Family 
Education 

Class 

C 

C 

A 

B 

B 

B 

C 

C 

G 

0 

A 

B 

B 

B 

B 



Case 
Num• 
ber 

(32) 

(33) 

C3!d 

(35) 

(36) 

(37) 

(38) 

(39) 

(40) 

(41) 

(42) 

{43) 

(44) 

U�5) 

(46) 

(47) 

{48) 

T A B L E V I I .. CONTINUED 

Father•s· Mother's 
Education Education 

Extent of Claes Extent of 
;Jlass 

Education Education 

High Schoo¥ B High School-,. B 

High School-,' B High School B 

B. s. B B. s. B 

Pb.. D. A High School,' B 

B. s. B High School� B 

c. A. B High School,' B 

L. L. B. -�

A B. A. B 

Ph. D. A B. A. B 

High schoolf B High School;( B 

B. B. A. B B. s. B 

B. A. B High School,' B 

L. L. Pe A High School,' B 

High Sohoolf B High School,' B 

Ph. D. A B. F. A. 1B 

M. A. A M. A. A 

Be s. B B. M. B 

B. A. B High School,' B 

38 

Family 
Education 

Class 

C 

C 

A 

B 

B 

B 

A 

A 

C 

A 

B 

B 

C 

A 

A 

A 

B 



Oase 
Num-

ber 

(49) 

(50) 

(.51) 

(52) 

(53) 

(54) 

(.55) 

(.56) 

TABLE VI I - CONTINUED 

Father's ?-'iother's 

Education Education 

Extent of 
Class 

Extent o.t' Jlass Education Education 

High School,' B B. s. B 

High School B B. s. B 

M. F. A. A B. s. B 

B. B. A. B B. s. B 

B. D. A t1. A. A 

Me A. A High School� B 

High School,' B B. s. .B 

High School C High School� B 

39 

Family 
Ed11cation 

Class 

B 

B 

A 

A 

A 

B 

B 

0 

familiea with both members being college graduat.es, or 

having son.ta college training: 11 families viith fathers 

uho had an advanced degree and mothers who had received 

n college degree or some college training; six families 

with fathers who were high school graduates and mothers 

with college degrees or some college tra1ningJ fouv fam• 

ilies with fathers who had collage degrees or some college 

training and mothers who t-Jere high school graduates; two 
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£am111es with fathers who had college degrees or soma 

college training and mothers who had received advanced

degrees; two families with bo�h pare�ts having advanced 

degl'ees. One farrdly had a rather with an advanced degree 

a.�d a mother with complete high school training. One

t'amily had a father who had attended high school, but had 

not graduated, and a mother who was a high school graduate. 

One family had both pe..rents as high school graduates. On 

the basis of education, therefore, the families surpassed 

the popu1a.t1on as a whole. 

Table VIII snows the education of parents accord• 

ing to age and sex of participating subjects who viewed 

television. 

In the 30 to 54 month age group one male and one 

femaio bad fathers with Master*s degrees; 'b-,o males and two 

females had fathers with Bachelor's degrees; four males end 

one fem.ale had .fathers with high school diplomas and with 

some subsequent training; one ma.le and one fem.ale had 

fathers with high school diplomas; ona female had a .father 

who attended high school, but who did not graduate• 

Of' the· 54,' to 78 month age group, two males had 

fathers with Doctor's degrees; one female had a father with 

a Master's degree; three males and five females had f'athers 

t·Jho ware graduates tiiith Bachelor t s degrees; four males and 
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EDUCATION QE. �ARENTS Qf PARTICIPA�ING CHILD SUBJECTS 

TELEVISION 

Education 

of 

Parents 

M.D.• Ph.

M. A., M.

B. A., B.

D. 

s. 

s. 

High school o.nd 
some college 

High school but 
no .further 
training 

Attended high 
school;. not a 
graduate; no 
further train-
ing 

Total 

Father 

Age (!4<:>nths) 

30 to 54 54,' to 78 

sex Sex 

Yale Fe .. Male Fe-
ma.le ma.le 

0 0 2 0 

l 1 0 1 

2 2 3 5 

4 l 4 4 

1 l 1 2 

0 l 0 0 

8 6 10 12 

Mother 

Age (Months) 

30 to .54 54,' to 78 

Sex Sex 

Male Fe- Male Fe•
male male 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 l 

3 l 2 5 

5 2 6 3 

0 3 1 3 

0 0 0 0 

8 6 10 12 
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four females had fathers with some college t:-a1ning; ene 

one male end two females had fathexas with .... high school 

diplomas. 

The mothers• educational status in the 30 to 54 

month age group contained three males and one female who

had mothers who were college graduates; five males and two 

�emales had mothers with some college training; thltee fe• 

males had mothers "Who are high school g!'aduates. 

In the 54� to 78 month age group, one fein.ale had 

a mother with a Master's degree; three males and five fe

males had mothers who were college graduates; six males and 

three females had mo the rs who had some college training; 

end one male and three tamales bad mothel'.s who we.t>e high 

school graduates. 

In summarizing Table VIII, the majority o� 

fathers and mothers of' television viewers were college 

gr�.duates or had had soma college training. Only one par

ent had not g.I'adua.ted fron1 high school. Therefore• the 

children in the study had parents who were considerably 

better educated than the population as a whole. 

Tnble IX shows the education of fathers and 

mothers of subjects listening to radio. 

In the 30 to 54 month age group of subjects who 

listened to  radio, three males and one female had fathers 

with doctor•s degrees; one male had a :rather with a master's 
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deg�ee; two males and one female had fathers Yith a 

college bachelor's degree; one female had a fathe� with 

some college training; one female had a father who had 

attended high school. 

The 54,' to 78 montl1 age group included one male 

who had a !'ather with a doctor 1 s degree; two females had 

fathe�s with master r s degrees; one male and two females 

had fathers with some college training; and one :rems.le had 

a father i1ho was a high school graduate. 

Radio subjects in the age group ranging fr-om 30 

to 54 months included one ma.le and one female who had 

mothers with master's degrees; there were three males and 

two females who had mothers with collage bachelor's degrees; 

'\:it.Jo ma.lea a..l'ld one .female had mothers with some college 

training. 

Of the 54 ,' to 78 month age group, one male and 

f'ou.r females had mothers who were college graduates. Three 

mules and two females had mo the.I's with aome college train• 

ing. 

In summarizing the family educational status of 

the children in this study, the great majority of the par

ents were college graduates. or had had some college train• 

ing. The group therefore surpassed the population as a. 

whole i,Jith respect to f9.mily education. 
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TABL}? IX 

EpUCA'l'ION QE. PAgE.I:JTS QE. PARTICIPATIWG CHILI), SUBJECTS 

RADIO 

Fathel? Mother 

Education Age (Honths) Age (Months) 

of 
30 to 54 54,-!to 78 ;30 to 54 S4,'to 78 

Parents 

Sax Sex Sex Sex 

Male Fe• Male Fe .. Male Fe- Male Fe• 
male ma.le male ma.le 

M. D • ., Ph. D. 3 l l 0 0 0 0 0 

M. A., M. s. l 0 0 2 l l 0 0 

B. A.., B. s. 2 l l 2 3 2 l 4

High school 
gradua. te and 
some college 0 1 2 1 1 3 2 

High school 
graduate J no 
further train• 
ing 0 l 0 l 0 0 0 0 

Total 6 4 4 6 6 4 4 6 



GENERAL PROCEDURE FOR 

COLLECTING D.ATA 
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The survey method ·was used in making this study. 

Contact was ma.de idth each mo ther by telephone; and she' 

t-.1as asked to participate in the survey. Later• again by 

telephone, an appointment t�s.s made to visit 1n · the home of 

eaeh chil.d included in the survey, These horoo visits were 

begun on Friday, Februaey 20, and ended Friday, February 

27, 1953-

Family information was gathered by the investiga

tor during the home visits. A folder t•Jas given to the 

mother, containing the radio and the television-radio oheek 

sheets. The child's nrune, the day, and the date were 

written on each separate page for the two-week study. 

Extra check sheets were available in the folder in case 

·they should be needed. Wecessaey explanations in filling

out these ch.eek sheets we»e given to the mothers. 

The ten boys and t en girls H1th radio, but not 

television. in their homes were given the radio cheek 

sheets, only; the 18 boys and 18 girls with both television 

end radio in thoir homes were given both television and 

radio chect� sheets. Both types of check sheets. television 



46 

and radio, 1r1ere recorded at the same time, but inter-

1ilittently., in one-week intervals, which gave a total of 

two weeks or accumulated data. The check sheets were

kept f'rom Monday, March 2, to Sunday, March 8, 19$). 

The first set of' data was r,etUI'ned to the Nursery School

on Monday, March 9, by the Nursery School parents. The

Kinde.I'garten and Craft Play School children ts data were 

collected from their individual homes on 'Monday a!'te.rnoon, 

March 9, by the investigator.

The second week or the survey began Monday, 

March 23, and ended Sunday, Mo.rch1 1953. The same proced• 

ure of collecting the dats was followed the second week.

Rs:.i.mple for.ms of the in1'orma.tion sheet and the radio'tand 

tel8Vision check sheets follQWe 



I. Family

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

47 

INFORHATION, SHEET 

Child I s name Sex
-("""L-as_t_,.f _____ (F_1_r_s_t_}___ -----

Birth date ________ Telephone number 
{Month} (Day) (Year) 

--
l 
� 

Horne Address t 

List all children of the family in order of birth. 

(l) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

( .5) 

NAt-lE SEX BIRTH DATE 

Father's nazne _________ occupation ___ _ 

Mother's nrune _________ occupation ___ _ 

Education of f'ather (underscore highest grade 
reached in school or college) 

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 High school: 1 

2 3 4 College: 1 2 3 4 Gra.dua te work: 

1 2 3 4 

Training school 

Diploma or degrees held 

Education of mother ( !!!!de rs core highos t g.t'ade



II. 

7. 

Radio 

1. 
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reached in school or college) 

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

High school: 1 2 3 4 College: l 2 3 4

Graduate work: 1 2 3 4 

Tl"a1n1ng school 

Diploma or degrees held

List others living in the fa.mlly._

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Do you have a radio in your home? ___ How many?_ 

:Most often used Location 

(l) _________________ _

(2) ________________ _

(3) ________________ _

(4) _______________ _

2. Does child select own program? Never Seldom

Occasionally Often Always 

3. Ch1ld 1 s favorite radio program ___________ _

Second favorite program ____________ _ 

4. An:y other comments:
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III. Television

l. Do you own a tel.evision set? _________ _

2. Location or set 
-----------------

3. Ii: you have no television, how often does child

see television? Never Seldom Occasionally 

Often Always 

Where? 
--------------------

4. Child's favorite television progpam.,_ _____ _

Second favorite program _____________ _ 

5. Any other comments:
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Child's name 

DJiLEVIS!ON 

--( La-. _s_t_) _______ (_F_i_r_s_t_) __

Time or Day Length of Watch• Name of Activities Dur• 
ing Progl"am 

(Example) 

4:00 p.m. 

ing Pe�iod Program 

30 rni. Kiddie Who1e atten-
Karnival tion given to 

program. Had 
3 dolls· 1n 
chair with her. 



Rem.arks During 
P.rogram 

"She vs cute• I like 
her dancing." 

n There I s Captain 
Bob. 11 

Day _____ _ 

Date 
------

Who Selected Later 
Program Rererence 

Self Imitated Ohild 
dancing and talked 
or children on 
the program.. 
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RADIO 

Child's name -( t_a_s_t_) __________ (F_i_r_s_t_} __

Time. of Day Length of Lis
tening Period 

(Example) 

5:00 p.m •. 2$ mi. 

Name of Aetivities Dur

Program 1ng Program 

Big 
John 
and 
Sparky 

Playing with 
blocks and 
his cars. 



CHEQK SHEET 

RemaI'kS Dur 1ng 
Prog�am 

"Jane, r�ha t are 
they doing in the 
jungle?" 

"Sparky" got lost." 

Who Selected 
Progrruu 

Jana (older 
sister) 
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Day ______ _ 

Date 
-------

Late.r 
Rererences 

"Sparky got 
lost to de.y, 
Daddy. 11 



PRESENTATION AND 

INTER PRE.� AT ION OF 

DATA 

The data accumulated during the course or this 

work have been summarized into 21 tables �1hich are grouped 

and discussed in this section. The information on the 

interview sheets has been subjected to statistical treat

ment, consisting of coding of raw data, punching the 

information into cards, proofing and sorting the cards, 

and tabulating the results on International. Business 

Ho.chines. 

The results have been grouped according to three 

broad schemes, as follows: 

1. According to age and sex of child subjects.

2. According to the occupational status of th.a

chief wage earner of the family• 

3. According to the eduoati�nal status of the

fathel', the mother, and the family.

The discussions of the data end the conclusions 

to be drawn are given in the paragr�phs which follow. 



TIME DEVOTED l2. TELEVISIOM !ml

RADIO g CHILD SUBJECTS 
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The data on time devoted by the 56 pre-school

boys and girls participating in this study a.re grouped 

in accordance with the three classifications listed above 

in Tables X, XI, and XII •. 

Examination of Table X reveals several interest

ing points. With respect to the data on television• it 

will be noted that in both age groups, that is to say, 

in both the 30 to 54 and the 54.,t to 78 month age groups, 

more vie-wing time is given by males than by females. 

This difference between malas and females does not persist 

in the case of radio 11s tening time. Here there appears

to be no marked difference be�een boys and girls. 

A fUI'ther observation from the data 1n the table 

concerns the fact that the older children spend more time 

viewing television than those in the younger age groups. 

This possibly is related to the increase of attention span 

with increasing age. 

The outstanding feature of these data is undoubt• 

edly the heavy overbalance of television to radio in terms 

of time devoted by the children to ea.oh of these media. 
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Generally speaking, about four times as much attention

is given television than radio in this instance. It 

should be obvious that television inherently has far 

greater possibilities as a medium of education and enter• 

tainment, especially for young people, than does radio. 

The use of' the term "inherent" should be marked-as a 

medium or public service., telev:tsion has, in a consider-able 

measure, failed to fulfill its obligation. 

The figures shown in Table XI summarize time 

devoted to these lTJ4d1a 1n relationship to the occupa� 

tional status of the chief wage earner of tb..e family• 

Examination of these data indicates no apparent trend in 

viewing and listening time ,-11th respect to occupational 

status. 

A glance at the £igures shown in Table XII; 

which relates to viewing e.nd listening time for tele• 

vision and radio, respectively, indicates trends similar 

to those pointed out for Table x. There does net appeal' 

to be any definite relationship or viewing and listening 

time to the educational status of the pa.rents. 



T A B LE � 
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TIME DEVOTED !Q. TELEVISION !!f.ll RADIO .!.[RELATIONSHIP

TO AGE AND SEX OF CEILD SUBJECTS 
------------

Age 30 to 54 months 54,' to 78 months 

Sex Male Female Male Female 

Television 

Aver age vievJ-
ing time, 
minutes: 

Daily 42.9 33.2 139.3 93.0 

Weekly 300 232 975 651 

Radio 

Average lis-
tening time, 
minutes: 

Daily 8.7 42 • .5 37.6 31.8 

Weekly 61 278 263 220 
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TABLE Ll, 

1.!m., DEVOTED 1Q. TELEVISION AND RADIO !ll, CHILD SUBJECTS 

1!, RELATIONSHIP IQ. OCCUPATIONAL STA'l'US 

Occupational 

Status 

Professional 

Semi•proi'es-
s1onal 

Business, 
owner or 
manager 

Skilled la-
borer 

Semi-skilled 
laborer 

QE. ·CHIEF � EARNER !! FAMILY 

Average 

Daily 

Weekly 

Daily 

Weekly 

Daily 

Weekly 

Daily 

Weekly 

Daily 

Wee� 

Television Viewing Time, Minutes 

30 to 54 Mon trui 

Males Females 

53.6 20.4 

315 113 

57.5 0 

403 0 

33.3 40.9 

23J 286 

S3 94.8 

371 6£4 

26.4 0 

185 0 

547' to 78 Months 

Males Females 

100.3 97 

702 679 

88 

616 0 

138 103.3 

966 723 

4.6 55.5· 

32 389 

0 99.3 

0 685 



30 

Mal.es 

6.6 

46 

19.4 

136 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

T A B LE X I - CONTil-roED 

Radio Lia tening Time, Minutes 

to S4 Months 547' to 78 Months 

Females Males Females 

2.$.6 0 10.0 

179 0 70 

1.0 3.2 28.7 

7 22 201 

23.6 71.9 24.6 

165 503 172 

120 0 0 

840 0
' 

0 

0 0 4a.4 

0 0 2$9 

59 
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TABLE XII 

TIME DEVOTED IQ. __ TE.,;,;;;• LE __ :R...,VI...,S....,I,,_O..,.N !ml ...,RA ... D...,I_O m:_ _cH_ILD_ 

SUBJECTS l1i RELATIONSHIP .'.E.Q.. EDUCATIONAL 

STATUS QE_ ... FA __ I_·1IL_m_,, _s 

Television Viewing Time, Minutes 

Educa-
tional Average 30 to 54 Months .541' to 78 I-ionths
Status* 

Males Females Males Females 

Father 
Class A Daily 53.6 20.4 100.3 �-4 

Weekly 382 143 702 360 
Class B Daily �1.2 �0.4 82.3 93.5 

Weekly 2 8 2 3 .576 655 
Class C, Daily 42.5 97.9 72.1 110.7 

Weekly 298 685 505 775 

Mother 
Class A Daily 0 0 0 25.7 

Weekly 0 0 0 180 
Class B Daily �0.7 55.a 88.8 

�-4 Weekly 2 .5 391 622 6 
Cle.sa C Daily 0 55.5 46.1 10.5.5 

Weekly 0 389 323 739 

Families 
Class A Daily 27.9 u.4 47.1 94.6 

Weekly 195 80 
uo 

662 
Class B Daily 43.4 39.3 7.2 81.0 

Weekly 304 275 1.,030 567 
Class C Daily 32.a so.3 38.1 99.B

Weekly 230 3.52 267 699 

-!$ea PP• 33•34 for description of classes of educational 
status. 
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T A B LE X I I - CON'rI NUED 

Radio Listening Time, Ninutes 

30 to 54 Months 54-f to 78 Months 

Ma1es Females Males F'em.ales 

3.9 25.6 0 14.6 
27 179 0 102 
l.8.9 12.3 .50.1 ~o.a 

132 86 351 2 6 
0 120.0 0 36.4 
0 840 0 255 

1.9 25.6 0 0 
J.3 179 0 0 
10.1 4li.B 37.6 23.s 
71 3:14 263 165 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 I) 

8.3 13.3 0 20.6 
58 93 0 144 
9.6 23.6 6.4 35.1 

67 162 45 246 
0 120 76.9 0 
0 840 538 0 
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DISTRIBUTION OF VIEWING AND =L.IS ... TE ... ~ ... N_I..,NG..,. Til'ffi - --
OVER THE HOURS OF THE DAY BY -- ____ __........, 

CHILD SUBJECTS 

The data summarizing the distribution or view• 

ing and 11s ten1ng time or child subjects are found in 

Tables XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, and XVII. 

Examination of Table XIII reveals several points 

of interest. ~s regards television, both age groups spent 

more time viewing from 4:00 to 4:59 P• m. About 23 per 

cent or the males of the 30 to 54 month age group viewed 

television from 9:00 a. m. to 11:59 a. m., and 17 per 

cent viewed from 4:00 to l~:59 P• m. The fem.ales of the 

same age group showed 24 per cent viewing from 4:00 to 

4:.59 P• m. arid 16 per cent viewing from 5:00 to 5:59 P• 

m. In the 54,' to 78 month age group, 18 per cent of' the 

males viewed from 4:00 to 4:59 P• m. and 16 per cent viewed 

from 5:00 to 5:59 P• ni. The :remales of the same age group 

had 19 per cent viewing from 4:00 to 4:59 P• m. and 18 per 

cent viewing from 7:00 to 7:59 P• m. It will be noted 

that the late ai'ternoon appears to be the time when a 

large portion of pre-school children are vie·wing television. 

There is more variation in radio listening time 
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between the two age gl'Oups than in television v!et,1ing, 

according to the findings of this study. The males of 

the younger age group listened to radio between 8:00 eind 

8:59 a. m. and between 6:00 to 6:59 P• m. Tb.£. females 

or the same age group listened before 8:00 a. m. The 

males of the 54',t to 78 month age group li$tened before 
,; 
' 

8:00 a. m.; the females of the same age g~oup listened 
'· 

between 6:00 P• m. and 8:00 P• m. The tiJ!)e spent in 

listening to tha radio by the greater percentage of sub• 

jects participating is early in the morning and early in 

the evening. Generally speaking, this time coincides with 

meal time. This trend is not noted from the data on tele-

vision. 

Tables XIV end XV present the data showing 

television viewing and radio listening time of subjects 

during the day in r e lationship to the occupational status 

of the chief wage earner of the family. The data indicate 

that there is no nppru~ent trend 1n viewing and listening 

time with respect to occupational status. 

The figures sho~m in Table XVI and A"VII surm.narize 

the viewing and listening time during the day in relation• 

ship to educational sta tus or the families. There appears 

to be no notable trend with regard to time of day for 

viewing and listening with r espect to the educational 

status of the parents. 



TABLE X.III 

DIS'IRIBUTION .QE. VIEWD~G AND LISTENTI~G 'I1E ·IB DURI NG ltifil. 

~ ACCORDING !.i?.. ~ AND §E! ~ CHILD SUB,JjOTS 

Tele via ion Radio 

Daily 30-.54 :lt.f-78 30-54 541'-78 
Periods Months Months r,rionths Months 

Males Fe- Males Fe- Males Fe- Males Fe-
.males 1nales males mal es 

Por Cent of Total 

Up to 8 
a. m. 1 1 12 5 7 27 26 8 

8-8:59 
a . m. 3 .5 3 5 23 14 18 ~ 

~ 

9-11:59 
a. m. 23 14 12 7 5 16 20 9 

12-3:.59 8 10 7 11 14 3 4 8 
Jl• m. 

4-4:59 
p. ni. 17 24 18 19 9 3 4 2 

5-5:59 
P• m. 14 16 16 16 5 12 6 8 

6-6:59 
24 P• m. 5 10 7 7 19 10 15 

7-7:59 
P• m. 16 10 10 18 16 15 7 27 

Af'ter 8 
P• ni. 13 10 9 12 2 0 2 9 



TABLE X . IV 

DI S TRIBUTION QE. 'l1F.LRVISIO:ti VIEWED TINE DURING: 

TBE DAY ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL STATUS -- ---------
OF 1'HE CHIEF WAGE EAR!IBR -- -

Occup ational Age of Up to 8:00 8:00 to 
Sub jects , Sex a. m. 8:59 _ 

Sta tus Months a • m. 

. 

Profess ional 30 to 54 Male 0 0 

Femal e 0 0 

547' to 78 Hale 0 6 

Fe.mal e 2 0 

Semi-profes s ional 30 to 54 Male 0 0 

Fem.a.l e 0 0 

547' to 78 Male 47 4 
Female 0 0 

Bus iness, ownor- 30 to 54 Mal e 0 2 .. 
or m....-:mac;er 

Femal e 0 5 
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T A B L E X I V - CONTINUED 

Daily Periods 

9:00 to 12:00 to 4:00 to 5:oo to 6:oo to 7:00 to After 
ll:.59 .3:.59 4:59 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00 . 
a. m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. p.m. 

Per Cent o~ Total 

50 29 7 14 0 0 0 

0 8 92 0 0 0 0 

20 16 13 22 8 10 5 

3 13 26 20 6 20 10 

21 7 4 14 4 25 25 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 2 13 14 5 10 5 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

17 13 15 26 8 12 7 

15 6 24 15 ! 13 13 9 
.. 
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T A B L E X I V - COWTINUED 

Occupational Age of Up to 8:00 8:oo to 
Subject, Sex a. m. 8:.59 

Status i·fonths a.. m. 

Business 547' to 78 Male 6 3 
(continued) 

Female 8 11 

Skilled laborer 30 to 54 Male 3 9 

Feniale 2 7 

54,'to 78 · J1ale 0 0 

Female 4 2 

Semi-skilled 30 t.::> 54 i-:iule 0 0 
labo.rera 

Pe1nnle 0 0 

54,' to 78 nale 0 0 

Fen1ale 0 l 
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TABLE XIV -- CONTINUED 

Daily Periods 

' 

9:00 to 12:00 to 4:00 to 5:00 to 6:oo to 7:00 to Ai'ter 
11:.59 3:.59 4:59 .5: .59 6:.59 7:59 a.:oo 
a. m. P• m. P·• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. p. Ii'i• 

Per Cent of Total 

11 22 18 10 7 9 14 
2 16 l4 11 7 16 16 

3 15 31 7 ·4 1.5 17 

7 20 16 19 9 8 12 

0 6 30 25 10 14 17 

0 27 20 20 4 13 11 

9 0 0 0 9 6h 18 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

11 4 20 21 11 27 1 



TABLE xv -
DISTRIBUTI ON OF RADIO LISTg NTI'lG r.r:n-iE PURillG 'l'HE DAY _____ ...,.. ................... - - -

ACCORDING 12. OCCUPA1rIONAL S11ATUS O.F 

l'!m, GRIEF WAGE EARNER 

Occupational Age o:f Up to 8:00 
Subject s , Sex e.. m. 

Statv.s !'1onth.s 

Professional 30 to 54 Male 7 

F'emal e 0 

54,,tto 78 Mal e 0 

Female 0 

Semi-professional 30 to 54 Male 8 

li'emale 0 

5J.~,'to 78 Ha le 0 

Femal e 3 

Business , oi-Jner 30 to ~ Mal e 0 
or mo.nager 

] 'em.ale 0 

8:oo to 
8:59 
a. m. 

23 

14 
0 

0 

23 

50 
0 

8 

0 

36 
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T A B L E X V -- COliTTDTUED -
Daily Periods 

9:00 to 12:00 to 4:00 to 5:00 to 6:00 to 7:00 to A1"ter 
9:59 3:59 4:59 5:59 6:$9 7:59 8:00 
a. m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. 

Per Cant o'£ Total 

3 21 8 8 18 18 0 

21 0 8 21 0 36 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

10 0 0 10 6o 20 0 

8 0 15 0 23 15 8 

so 0 0 0 0 0 0 

17 33 0 17 33 0 0 

3 3 3 3 42 25 10 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

$0 14 0 0 0 0 0 
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T A B L E X V - CONTINUED -

Occupational Age of Up to 8:00 8:00 to 
Subjects ., Sex a. m. 8:.59 

Status Months a. ni. 

Business 54/to 78 Hale 29 21 
(continued) 

Female 0 8 

Skilled laborer 30 to 54 Male 0 0 

Female 47 ., 
54,'to 78 Male 0 0 

Female 0 0 

Semi-skilled 30 to .54 Male 0 0 
laborer 

Female 0 0 

.54,!to 78 Male 0 0 

Female 1.5 4 
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T A B L E X V -- CO I>rrIIiUED -

Daily Pe riods 

9:00 to 12:00 to 4:00 to 5:00 to 6:00 to 7:00 to After 
9:59 J:59 4:59 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00 
a. file P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. 

Per Cent 01' Total 

20 0 4 4 12 8 2 

0 13 0 46 0 33 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 0 2 14 16 14 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15 12 2 0 11 28 13 
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TABLE XVI 

DISTRIDUTION OF TELEVISION VIEWING TD'1E DURING THE ............................... _ -
DAY ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF F.M,1I LIES - - -----

Daily Periods 

Educational Age of Up to 8:00 to 9:00 to 
Subjects. Sex 8:oo 8:59 11:59 

Status Months a. m. a. m. a. m. 

. Per Cant of Total 

Fathers Class A 30 to .54 Male 0 0 50 
Female 0 0 0 

54,'to 78 Male 0 6 20 
Fe.male 11 0 0 

Class B 30 to .54 :Me.le 1 ~ 9 
Female 0 15 

5!i,'to 78 Male 18 3 5 
Female 5 2 4 

Class C 30 to 54 Hale 0 0 24 
Female 4 14 0 

54,'to 78 Male 0 0 0 
Perna.le 14 18 2 

Hothers Class A 30 to 54 Hale 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 0 

~to 78 '.Male 0 0 0 
:Et'emale 0 0 0 
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T A B L E X V I -- CONTINUED 

Daily Periods 

12:00 to 4:00 to 5:00 to 6:oo to 7:00 to After 
3:59 4:.59 5:59 6:.59 7:59 8:00 

P• me P• m. P• m. P• me P• m. P• m. 

Per Cent or Total 

29 7 14 0 0 0 
8 92 0 0 0 0 

16 13 22 8 10 5 
5 42 5 5 32 0 

~ 17 13 6 20 16 
24 1.5 13 13 9 

12 17 15 6 10 14 
15 21 19 7 17 12 

0 24 21 7 14 10 
13 5 14 11 14 25 

47 22 ~ 17 0 0 
14 7 5 17 16 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 23 53 8 8 8 
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T A B L E X V I -- CONTINUED 

Daily Periods 

Educational Age of u~ to 8:00 to 9:00 to 
Subjects, Sex - :00 8:59 11:59 

St;a tus* Months a. m. a. m. a. m. 

Per Cent pf' Total 

-

Mothers Class B 30 to 54 Male J_ 3 17 - Female 2 7 9 

54,'to 78 Male 13 3 9 
Female · 2 2 4 

Class C 30 to 54 Ma.le 0 0 0 
It,emale 0 4 11 

54,lto 78 Male 0 0 0 
Female 10 14 2 

Families Class A 30 to 54 Nale 0 0 0 
1'1emale 0 0 0 

51~-,{to 78 Male 0 0 14 
Female 2 2 3 

Class B 30 to 5l~ Male · 2 3 18 
... Female 0 0 16 

54.,lto 78 !·iale 16 4 9 
Fem.ale 0 0 0 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 0 2 20 
Female 3 12 4 

54~to '7a l·1ale 0 0 0 
Female 9 l.2 6 

*For a description of classes of educational status 
see PP• 33-34• 

TEXAS STA rn cnttt(?.t rort WOMIIN 
LIBRARY 



T A B L E X V I -- coirrINUED 

I 

Daily Periods 

12:00 to 4:00 to 5:00 to 6:00 to 7 :00 to After 
3:59 4:.59 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00 
P• m. P• Il'l.e P • m. P• m. P• m. P• m. 

Pe r Cent of To tal 

14 17 14 5 16 13 
9 18 11 9 17 18 

13 17 15 7 12 11 
18 21 16 7 19 11 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
l.8 30 21 12 2 2 

0 40 ~ 8 
1i 

4 
8 14 5 15 

15 15 31 8 23 8 
0 0 0 0 86 14 

0 32 23 9 
1i 

18 
17 25 18 6 9 

16 19 10 3 14 15 
4 56 7 5 5 7 

l.5 14 14 7 12 9 
19 23 15 8 14 21 

10 12 19 9 19 9 
12 7 18 16 10 18 

5 35 27 9 12 12 
10 10 15 10 20 10 
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!ABl~E XVII 

DISTRIBUTIOM QE. RADIO LISTENING ~ DURING .'!l.m, 12!!. 

ACCORDING IQ. EDUCATIONAL STATUS ~ l:<~AMILIES 

Daily Periods 

Educational Age of Up to 8:oo to 9:00 to 
Subjects, Sex 8:00 8:59 11:59 

Status Months a. m. a.. m. a. m. 

Per Gent of Total 

Fathers Class A 30 to .54 Male 5 27 0 
Female 0 14 21 

54,'to 78 Me.le 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 5 

Class B 30 to 54 Male 10 19 10 
Jl'ema.le 0 38 50 

54,'to 78 Male 25 18 19 
Perna.le 12 7 11 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 0 0 0 
lt'emale 47 5 2 

54,'to 78 Male 0 0 0 
li'eniale ·o 0 0 

Mothers Class A 30 to .54 Male 8 17 0 
Female 0 14 21 

54,'to 78 Male 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 0 
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T A B LE X V I I - CONTillUED 

Daily Periods 

12:00 to 4:00 to .5:00 to 6:oo to 7:00 to After 
3:59 4:59 5:.59 6:59 7:.59 8:00 
P• m. P• m. P• me P• m. P• m. P• m. 

Pe~ Cent of Total 
/ 

26 9 .5 14 ~ 0 
0 7 Z2 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 lO 32 37 16 

0 10 5 24 1.9 5 
12 0 0 0 0 0 

4 4 6 15 : 7 2 
13 3 9 22 19 4 

0 2 0 0 0 0 
0 2 14 17 14 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2.5 .50 2.5 

33 17 0 8 17 0 
0 7 22 0 36 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

I 
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TABLE XV I I -- CONTINUED 

Daily Periods 

Educational Age of u~ to 8:00 to 9:00 to 
Subjects, Sex :00 8:59 11:59 

Statusif Months a. m. a. m. a. m. 

Per Cent of Total 

Mothers Class B 30 to 54 Male 6 27 6 
Female 34 14 15 

54,'to 78 Male 26 18 20 
Female 8 5 8 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 0 

54,'to 78 Hale 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 0 

Families Class A 30 to 54 Male 6 24 3 
Female 0 19 25 

54,'to 78 Male 0 0 17 
Female 3 7 5 

Class B 30 to 54 Male 11 23 11 
Female 0 36 50 

54,'to 78 Male 29 21 20 
Pemale 10 4 10 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 0 

54,'to 78 Nale 0 0 0 
Female 0 0 0 

~~or a description of classes of educational status, 
see PP• 33•34• 
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T A B L E X V I I -- CONTTI~UED 

Daily Periods 

12:00 to 4:00 to .5:00 to 6:oo to 7:00 to After 
3:59 4:.59 .5 :.59 6:.59 7:.59 8:00 
P• m. P• m. P• m. P• m. P• ni. P• m. 

Per Cent of Total 

6 6 6 24 16 3 
3 2 10 12 10 0 

3 3 6 15 7 2 
8 2 8 24 28 9 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

17 12 3 18 1.5 3 
0 6 19 0 31 0 

33 0 17 33 0 0 
3 3 3 .56 18 3 

0 0 11 22 22 0 
14 0 0 0 0 0 

0 4 4 12 8 2 
12 1 10 8 32 13 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 o · 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
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COUCEN'l'RATIONAL ASPECTS OP -
CHILD SUBJECTS 

The concentrational aspects of child subjects 

were grouped 1nto five categories, as follows: full 

attention; less than full attention; partial attention; 

very little attention; and no information. These degrees 

of: concentration, together with the numbers of' subjects 

falling into each class, a.re foQnd 1n Tables XVIII, XIX, 

XX, XXI, and XXII. 

The figures shown in Table XVIII present the 

concentrational aspects of' child subjects accordLng to 

age and sex of' children. Examination of these data dis

closes an average of 40 per cent of those participating 

gave full attention and 33 per cent gave less than full 

attention to television programs. There was no marked 

difference bett-10en boys and r.:;irls with re gard to conce·n

tration aspects. About 7!~ per cent of' the child sub jects 

go.ve f'ull attention to radio. It should be no·t;ed that 

one cen give fnll attention to radio mor.e easily than to 

tolevision. These figures i mply and subs ta.ntiate this 

contention. 

Tables XIX o.nd XX summarize the concentru tiona1 

aspects of televinion and radio, respective ly,. for the 
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child subjects according to the occupational status of 

the chief wage earner. The subjects in families of: the 

professional and semi-skilled laborer classi.f'ications had 

a greater percentage giving less than full attention to 

television programs. S11bjects from families of the semi

pro.f'essional, business ot1ner or manager. and skilled 

laborer classifications had more subjects giving full 

attention to television program.s. All classifications 

had a majority giving full attention to radio programs 

except the skilled laborer group, which had the majority 

of subj~cts giving very little attention. The majority 

of subjects for both radio and television gave full atten

tion or less than full attention to television and radio 

programs. 

Tables XXI and XXII present concentrational 

aspects of child subjects with respect to television and 

radio listening, respectively, according to educational 

status of families. In each classification of' fathe.I', 

mother. and family educational status the majority of 

subjects gave f'ull attention to television and radio pro

grams w:tth less than full attention being next in point 

of predominance. 



TABLE XVIII 

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS ACCORDING TO -
AGE AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS .......................... ._ 

Age 

Sex 

Concent.rational 
Aspects 

Full attention 

Less than .full 
attention 

Partial attention 

Very little 
attention 

No information 

Concentrational 
Aspects 

Full attention 

Less tha.n full 
attention 

Partial attention 

Very little 
attention 

No information 

30 to 54 54-r to 78 
Months Months 

Males Females Males Females 

Television: Per Cent of Total 

42 

45 
5 

7 

3 

40 

35 
12 

3 

10 

37 

28 

5 

5 

25 

46 

25 

16 

5 
8 

Radio: Per Cent o.f Total 

93 

0 

7 

0 

0 

44 

16 

8 

32 

0 

Bo 

7 

9 

4 
0 

Bo 

15 
0 

3 

2 
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TABLE XIX 

CONCENTRATI ONAL ASPECTS .QE. .... CH __ I __ LD .... SUBJECTS WITH RESPECT 

1:2. TELEVISION VIEWI!ll ACCORDING IQ. _o ... cc ... UP......_A ... T ... I .... O...,N..,.AI .... ~ 

STATUS Q.E. CHIEF ~ E .... A_R....,N ..... ER ... 

Occupational Age of 
Subjects, Sex Full 

Status Months Attention 

Prof essional ' 30 to 54 Male 25 
Pam.ala 42 

541'to 78 Mo.le ~i Female 

Semi-professional 30 to 54 Mo.le 50 
Female 0 

541'to 78 Male 24 
Female 0 

Business ~ owner or 30 to .54 ?-tale 48 
manager Female 36 

541'to 78 Male 39 
Female 38 

Skilled laborer 30 to 54 Male 41 
Female 43 

54,'to 78 Male 60 - Female !~2 

Semi-skilled 30 to 54 Mala 27 l aborer Pama.le 0 

541'to 78 Male 0 
Female 52 
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T A B LE X I X -- CONTINUED 

Ooncentrational Aspects 

Less Than Full Partial Very Little No 
Attention Attention Attention Information 

Per Cent of Total 

57 0 11 1 
50 8 0 0 

1~6 l 10 19 
20 ·9 9 4 
39 11 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

12 0 6 .58 
0 0 0 0 

38 7 2 5 
25 25 9 5 

28 ~ 0 19 
20 3 15 

43 3 13 0 
39 2 0 16 

28 l Jt 7 
26 16 2 

73 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
48 0 0 0 
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TABLE XX -
CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS Qf _Cl_II_L_D _SUB.....,.JE......,CT....,.S WITH 

RESPECT !Q. RADIO LISTENING ACCORDING .'!'.Q. _o_c_cUP.....,.A_T_ro;;..,;;,,;N_AL __ 

STATUS .Qt CHIEF~ .. EA ... RNE ....... R ... 

Occupational Age of 
Subjects, Sex Full 

Status Months Attention 

Prot'essional 30 to 54 Mal.e 93 
4'e me.le 71 

54,'to 78 ~1a1e 0 
Fem.ale 80 

Semi-professional 30 to 54 ~ale 92 
!Female 100 

54,'to 78 Male 100 
Fem.ale 90 

Business , owner 30 to 54 Male 0 
or manager Female 100 

54,'to 78 Male i~ Female 

Skilled laborer 30 to 54 Ho.le 0 
Female 14 

54,'to 76 Male 0 
Female 0 

Semi-sldlled 30 to 54 Male 0 
laborer Female 0 

54,'to 78 Me.le 0 
Female 72 
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TABLE XX -- CONTINUED -
Concentra tional Aspects 

Less Than Full Partial Very Little No 
Attention Attention Attention In.formation 

Per Cent of Total 

0 7 0 0 
29 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
20 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 5 5 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

8 10 4 0 
0 4 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
19 14 53 0 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
28 0 0 0 

C 
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TABLE XXI 

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS OF CHILD SUBJECTS WITH RESPECT ----
TO TELEVISION VIEWING ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL - -

S .... T ..... A.,.TUS ........ .QE. FAMILIES 

Educational Age 0£ Full Subject, sex Attention 
Status* Months 

Fathers Class A 30 to ~ Male 25 
Female 42 

54,'to 78 Male ~ Female 

Class B 30 to 54 Male 40 
Femnle 36 

54~to 78 Male 38 
li'emale 48 

Class C 30 to 54 nale 62 
Pemale 41 

54,'to 78 Nale 61 
F10male 34 

Nothers Class A 30 to .54 Hale 0 
Female 0 

.54,'to 78 Nale 0 
Flemale 100 
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T A B ~ 1] X X I - CONTINUED 

Coneentrationul Aspects 

Less Tp.an Full Partial Very Litt1e No 
Attention Attention Attention Ll1.f orma tion 

Per Cent of Total 

57 0 ll 7 
50 8 0 0 

,~6 1 10 19 
0 11 0 5 

!~9 2i 7 0 
25 9 5 

22 7 3 30 
27 12 lf. 9 

17 14 0 7 
36 0 0 23 

25 3 8 3 
22 30 10 4 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
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'T A B L E X X I -- COWTINUED 

Educational Age of Full Subject, Sex Attention 
Status* Months 

Hothers Class B 30 to 54 Male 42 
Female 37 

.54,'to 78 Male 37 
Female 50 

Cl.ass O 30 to 54 Mala 0 
' Wemale 43 

54,'to 78 ~-fo.le 36 
fi'emale 33 

Families Class A 30 to 54 11~1a1e 46 
i'ernale 29 

54,!to 78 "1ale 27 
~ema.le 58 

Class B 30 t.o 54 Male 39 
F'emo.le 3.5 

.54.,'to 78 Ho.le 33 
li'em.a.le 32 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 45 
Female 41 

54,'to 78 Male 56 
Femule 40 

-is-For a description of classes of educational 
status, see PP• 33-34• 
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T A B L E X X I -- CONTUTOED 

Concentrational Aspects 

Less Than Full Partial Very Little No 
Attention Attention Attention Information 

Per Cent of Total 

45 4 7 2 
25 1.5 7 16 

27 5 l 26 
27 15 2 

0 o · 0 0 
43 9 0 5 

44 0 0 20 
23 20 2 22 

46 0 8 0 
0 43 14 11-t 

9 0 i 60 
17 17 2 

46 4 10 l 
26 23 12 4 

29 6 i ~i 23 9 

~~ 7 2 ia 7 0 

31 l 4 8 
36 18 3 3 
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TABLE XXII 

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS .Qf CHILD SUBJECTS WITH 

... RE ... • S .... P ... E...,C ... T· l'.Q. RADIO LISTENING IN RELATIONSHIP I£l. 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF FAMILIES -

Educational Age of: 
Full Subjects., Sex 

Status* Months AttP.ntion 

Patbers Class A 30 to 54 Male 91 
Female 71 

54,'to 78 Male 0 
Pem.sle 79 

Class B 30 to 54 Male 95 
Fero.ale 100 

54,'to 78 Male 80 
Pemale 27 

Class C 30 to 54 l'Iale 0 
Perno.le 14 

54,'to 78 Male 0 
Pemale 100 

il1others Clas$: A 30 to 54 Male 100 
Pemale 71 

54,'to 78 Male 0 
F'emale 0 



T A B L E X X I I -- 00 NTINUED 

Concentrational Aspects 

Less Than Full Partial Very Little 

93 

No. 

Attention Attention Attention In.formation 

Per Cent o:f Total 

0 9 0 
29 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

11 0 0 0 

0 5 0 

0 0 0 

7 9 4 
49 19 0 s 

0 0 0 
19 14 53 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 

0 0 0 

29 0 0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
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'l' A B L E X X I _.I •- CONTINUED 

Educational Age of 
Full Subjects, Sex

Attention 
Status* Months 

Mothers Class B 30 to 54 Male 
Female 

$!�,lto 78 Male 
Female 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 
F'omale 

Pamilies Class A 30 to 5li Male 
li1em.ale 

54,'to 78 Male 
F'emale 

Class B 30 to .54 ¥.iale 

Pamala 

54,'to 78 Male 
Female 

Class C 30 to 54 Male 
Female 

54,'to 78 Male 
Female 

*For a description 0£ classes of educational
status, see PP• 33-34. 

90 
37 

Bo 
Bo 

0 

91 

76 

90 

100 

100 

100 

75 

14 

76 
0 



TABLE XX I I -- CONTINUED 

Concentr-ational Aspects 

Less Than Full Partial Very Little 

95 

No 
Attention Attention Attention Information 

Per Cent or Total 

0 10 0 

10 39 0 

7 9 4 
15 0 3 2 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 9 0 
0 0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

19 0 3 3 

·o 0 0 

19 14 53 0 

0 0 j 0 

11 4 0 
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Table XXIII presents a sumraary of the nlll1'l.

ber of television and radio progra."ll.S viewed and heard 

according to the age and sex of 56 pre-school children. 

The data indicate a dii'ference in average number of pro

grams viewed daily and lileekly with respect to age and sex 

of children. There �as a slight difrerenee 1n average 

numbe!' of programs viewed between the males and females 

of each age group. The outstanding difference appears 

to be that the older age group viei..ied more programs daily 

than the younger age group. 

The females of both. age g.l"oups listened to 

more radio programs than did the boys• There ·was, how

ever, no difference between the two age groups in this 

respect. 

Prom these data it 'tvould appear that an 

avera:3e of three prograrns ure view0d on television to 

one heard on radio. This would indicat0 that television 

is very definitely occupying more of the child's time 

than is radio. 
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TABLE XXIII 

=Mm __ r __ •lBiiii,iE,_,,,R OF TET...rEVIS ION AND RADIO PROGRAHS VIBWED 
- -------------------------

AND HEARD IN RELATIO!ISHIP TO AGE 
-----------------

AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS 
---------

Age: 30 to 54 Months 54� to 78 i1onths 

Sex: Male Female Male Female 

Television 

Number o.f 

progrnms 
viewed: 

Daily 1.7 1.1 4.6 3.0 

Weekly 11.9 7.7 32.2 21.0 

Radio 

Number of 
program.a 
heard: 

Daily o.5 1.3 0.9 1.4 

\·foekly 3 • .5 9.1 6.3 9.8 



'l'YPES QE. 'rELE:VISION AND RADIO PROGRAMS 

_s_E_rn_,_c_TJ_£D_ � CHILD SUBJECTS 
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The data pertaining to types 0£ progro.ms viewed 

and heard �by child subjects are :round in Tables XXIV, XXV, 

XXVI, XXVII,· and XXVIII. 

A scrutiny of Table XX.IV gives an overviet-J o:r 

types of programs these subjects actually viewed and heard 

during the course of this t-.1ork by sax and age of child 

subjects. There is little difference in the type programs 

the males and females viewed. The same types of programs 

·were viewed by both age groups; the younger age group

vievJed more children• s programs than did the older age

group. However, the older age group viewed children's

programs more often than any other types of programs.

The older age group had a slightly larger per cent view

ing each type of television progre.m except children's

programs. Western and musical programs were the next most

popular types of programs viewed by these child subjects.

The subjects listening to radio showed a pre

ference for music, comedy and music, news and comedy. 

There was a slightly different percentage in each sex 

and age gFoup, but these four types of programs were dom

inant among all radio programs heard by the child subjects. 
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The outstanding feature of this table 1s ·that 

television is orfering more childl'en•s progratllS and that 

the subjects participating in this study prerer child

ren's programs above other types. 

•.rables XXV and XXVI show the types of television 

and radio programs. respectively. viewed and heard by 

child subjects according to the occupational. status of 

chief wage earners. In each occupational cl.assif1eat1on, 

more child subjects viewed children's programs than 

other types except the males of the 30 to 54 month age 

group o.f the semi-professional and send-skilled laborer 

classification groups. These children viewed westerns 

most often. 

With respect to radio listening• the child 

subjects of each occt.J.po.-tional clo.ssif'ication heard diff• 

erent types of programs. 'fhe subjects whose .families 

\-Jere in the professional classific1=1 t1on listened pre _; 

dominantly to music; those from families in the semi• 

professional classification listened to comedy; those 

from business owner or mant'.ger classifications listened 

to comedy and music; those from families of skilled 

ls.borers listened to news J and those from families of 

semi-skilled laborers list.ened to suspense. music. and 
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comedy and music. Therefore, occupational status of the 

chief' wage earner showed a decided difference in the types 

of radio progl"am s heard. There appears to be no distinct 

reason for this variation. 

Tables XXVII and XXVIII give the types of tele• 

vision and radio prograrns ,. respectively, viewed and heard 

by child subjects according to the educational status of 

the .families. There are no special trends other than the 

fact that children's programs or television were viewed 

most often. The only exceptions to the previous sta.te

rnent Sl'e to be found in Class C of educational status of 

fathers, in which remales of the 54� to 78 month age 

group viewed m11sical progrrun.s most often; in Class A of 

the edt1cational stntus of' f'a.mili0s, the females of the 

30 to 54 month age group viewed comedy programs most 

frequently. 

In each educational classification ror fathers, 

mothers,. and families, subjects shown in Classes A and R 

heard musical programs most often on the radio. In Class 

C of the father and family classifications, there was 

more variety 1n types of programs heard. In Class C of 

the fathers• clas?if1cat1on, suspense ranked £1rst with 

news and comedy next in order. There were none in Class 
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C of the mothers' classii'ica tion. With respect; to the 

.family classification, Class C, coniedy and ruusic, and 

ne11Js were the types of programs heard raost often. 

There was a considerable variety in the types or

programs these subjects heard when considered accord:t.ng 

to educational status. The television viewers, on the 

other hand, saw mostly children's programs, westerns, and 

musical programs. 



TABLE XXIV 
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TYPES OF TE LEVIS ION AND =RAD_I __ O PR OGRAr.1S SELECTED 
----------

ACCORDING 'fO AGE fu-r.:fD SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS 
- ----- .......,. --- - -- ----

Types of 

Programs 

Age and Sex of 

30 to 54 
Months 

Male Female 

Television: Per Cent of 

Children's progrer.s 39 48 

Western 12 8 

Suspense 7 3 

Comedy 7 9 

Story 5 3 

Music 12 15 

Music and comedy 11 9 

News 3 2 

Quiz 4 3 

Religious 0 0 

Child Subjects 

54,t to 78 
lllonths 

Male Female 

Total 

-

34 3$ 

15 11 

6 5 

9 13 

7 6 

7 9 

13 11 

6 6 

3 3 

0 1 
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T A B L E X X I V -- CONTINUED 

Types of 

Programs 

Age and Sex of Child Subjects 

30 to 54
Months 

54,' to 78 
Months 

Male Female Male Female 

Radio: Per Cent or Total 

Children's programs 

Western 

Su.spense 

Comedy 

Story 

Music 

Comedy and music 

News 

Quiz 

Religious 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

72 

12 

0 

0 

0 

4 

11 

l 

3 

4 

24 

25 

23 

6 

3 

2 

4 

2 

11 

3 

11 

53 

14 

0 

0 

10 

4 

10 

27 

7 

18 

10 

8 

4 

2 
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TABLE XXV 

TYPES QE. TELEVISION PROGRAMS VIEWED :§I. CHILD 

SUBJECTS ACCORDING :£2. OCCUPATION 

9£. CHIEF WAGE EARNER 

Occupational �ge or 
Children's Subjects, Sex Programs Western 

Status Months 

Prof'essional t30 to 54 Male .53 
:F1emale 100 0 

541' to 78 Male �i 18 
Female 8 

Sem1-profes- 30 to 54 Male 14 21 
sional Female 0 0 

D41' to 78 Male 32 
I•1em.ale 0 0 

Business, t30 to 54 Male 47 11 
owner or Female 46 
manager 

54,' to 78 Male 28 12 
Female 23 11 

Skilled la.boru 30 to 54 IJI.ale 41 
Female 42 8 

54,' to 78 Male 47 1.5 
Female 43 16 

Sem1-sk1lle d 30 to 54 Hale 19 36 
laborer Female 0 0 

54,' to 78 Male 0 
Female 45 12 



Suspense 

4 

4 

11 

2 

5 

2 

9-

13 

0 

0 

TABLE XX V -- CONTINUED 

Types of Programs

Husic 
Comedy Sto.ry I�lusic and News Quiz 

Comedy 

Pet' Cant of Total 

0 11 7 7 0 14 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

10 10 10 8 2
' 

3 
12 3 8 11 3 s 

21 11 11 4 0 7 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

4 5 14 15 � 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 3 15 13 2 0 
9 9 5 12 2 3 

l2 7 5 21 3 5 
13 10 11 10 11 3 

9 4 10 li 4 1 

10 1 24 3 3 

9 7 0 3 6 0 

7 2 2 20 2 2 

0 0 18 18 0 9 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
18 4 7 8 0 I� 

105 

Religious 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 
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TABLE XXVI 

TYPES OF RADIO PROGRAMS HEARD BY CHILD SUBJECTS 
- -

ACCORDING IQ. ... o ... cc __ UP ____ A
iiiiiii
T .. I

...,
ON_ 2E. ...,CH

......,
IE_F_

WAGE EARNER 

Occupational Age of Children's 

Subjects. Sex Programs 
Status Months 

Pro.fessional 30 to 54 Male 0 
Female 1 

54,l to 78 Mala 0 
Female 10 

Semi-prof'es- 30 to 54 Male 0 
sione.l Fema.1e 0 

54,' to 78 Male 17 
Female 5 

Bnstness, 30 to 54 Hale 0 
owner or I1'emale 15 
manager 

54,l to 78 Male 0 
Fem.ale 54 

Skilled 30 to 54 Hale 0 
laborer Female 0 

54,' to 78 Male 0 
Female 0 

Semi-skilled 30 to .54 Nnle 0 
Female 0 

54,' to 78 tfale 0 
F'emale 4 

Western 

7 

0 

0 

17 

3 

20 

16 

0 

0 

2 



Suspense 

0 
7 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
5 

0 
0 

2 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
18 

:. ' .. 

T A B LE X X V I -- CONTINUED 

Types of Programs 

:Music 
Comedy Story Music and News Quiz 

Comedy 
,.

Per Cent of Total 

13 0 Bo 7 0 0 

7 7 58 7 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
10 0 30 0 $0 0 

23 0 
�

23 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 

32 17 0 1i
0 0 

.54 3 19 3 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 14 7 ,5o 0 14 

8 2 12 57 17 0 
13 0 13 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 19 16 40 5 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
15 12 17 17 6 7 
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Religious 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
50 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

2 
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TABLE XXVII 

TYPES OF TELD!VISIOn PROGRAl''.!S vw-rn:n BY -=CH
_,;;

I
.,_
L ... D SUBJECTS 

-------------� --

ACCORDillG !9_ EDUCATIONAL STAT1JS � FAHILIES 

Educational Age of' Children's 
Subjects. Sex Programs Western 

Status* Honths 

Fathers Class A 30 to 54 Hale 54 
Female 100 0 

51�,' to 78 I-1.nle 3Li 19 
Fer1mle 43 32 

Class B 30 to� Hale 33 12 
Female 47 9 

54,' to 78 Ifale 33 13 
Female 40 9 

Class C 30 to 54 .r.1ale 52 17 
Female 23 12 

54,' to 78 Male 53 19 
Female 17 12 

Mothers Class A 30 to 5!� Male 0 

li'emale 0 0 

54,' to 78 F.1a.le 0 

Female 54 23 



Suspense 

3 

4 

7 

6 

7 

6 

0 

0 

T A B L E 1t X V I I - CONTINUED

T"ypes of Prograrn.s 

Music 

109 

Comedy Story :Mu.sic and Mews (�uiz Religious 
Comedy 

Per Cent of' Tot;al 

0 11 7 7 0 14 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

10 9 10 8 2 3 
5 5 5 0 11 0 0 

9 5 13 15 3 3 
9 9 4 12 2 3 2 

9 6 
l

15 8 

�15 6 12 2 1 

3 7 10 3 0 0 
18 2 20 11 5 7 0 

8 6 0 8 0 0 
10 6 18 11 17 2 l 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
23 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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T A B L E X X V I I - CO NTiltUED 

Educational. Age of Children 1 s 
Subjects, Sex Programs Status* Months 

' 

Mothers Class B 30 to 54 Male 38 
Female 36 

54,' to 78 Male 32 
Female 37 

Class C 30 to 54 Mala 0 
Female 58 

541' to 78 f.'.Iale 84 
Female 29 

Families Class A 30 to .54 Male 46 
Feniale 0 

54,' to 78 Male 46 
Female 42 

Class B 30 to 54 Male- 37 
Female 72 

54,' to 78 Ivlnle 29 
l?emale 35 

Clas·s C 30 to 54 Male 40 
F'em.ale 30 

54,' to 78 Male 53 
Female 27 

*For a description of educational status
classifications, see PP• 33-.34.

Western 

12 
12 

17 
13 

4 

L� 

17 

18 
9 

10 
9 

15 
17 

18 
8 

12 
9 



Suspense 

7 

�

0 

12 
16 

8 

17 

8 

4 
11 

3 
1 

10 

T A B LE X X V I I -- CONTINUED

Types of Programs

Music 
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Comedy Story ·Nusic and News Quiz Religious 
Comedy 

Per Cent of Total 

7 6 12 12 2 4 
15 5 13 7 4 4 0 

10 8 8 14 5 3 
13 5. 6 13 3 5 1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
4 4 14 11 1 2 l 

4 0 0 0 0 0 
14 0 15 8 13 0 l 

0 0 8 22 8 0 
32 0 17 17 17 0 0 

9 0 0 5 0 5 
14 3 8 11 4 6 0 

10 7 10 10 2 6 

5 7 2 0 0 0 0 

10 8 9 16 6 3 
13 12 0 10 1 1 0 

2 3 18 12 0 2 �

14 6 14 16 3 7 1 

7 8 0 4 8 Q
13 6 15 11 12 2 2 
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TABLE XXVIII 

.=.aTYPE .... ........,S 01'1 RADIO PROGRAHS HEARD BY CHILD SUBJECTS - --- ' ---

AC'CORDillG IQ. EDUCATIONAL STATUS Qr. FAMILIES 

Educational Age of Children's 
Subjects, Sex Progl'ams 

Status* Months 

Fathel' Class A 30 to 54 Hale 0 
Female 7 

541' to 78 Male 0 
Ii'emale 11 

Class B 30 to 54 Ma.le 0 

Female 13 

541' to 78 Male 2 
li'emale 15 

Class C 30 to .54 Male 0 
Female 0 

541' to 78 Ifule 0 

lilemale 0 

l'-lother Class A 30 to 54 l'-1ale 0 
Female 7 

541' to 78 Male 0 
li1Gmale 0 

Western 

1 

0 

0 

i 

16 

5 

7 

0 



Suspense 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 
50 

0 

0 

T A B L E X X V I I l -- CON1r INUED 

Types of Programs 

Mu.sic 
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Comedy Stoey Music and !fews Quiz Religious
Comedy 

Per Cant or Total 

18 0 
§�

9 0 0 
7 7 7 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
21 5 21 5 26 0 0 

14 0 72 14 0 0 
0 13 13 !�3 0 13 5 

ll 3 11 52 15 0 
29 5 21 14 5 5 l 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 19 16 40 5 2 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
25 15 s 0 0 0 0 

8 0 7$ 17 0 0 

7 7 58 7 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



TABLE XX VI I I -- CONTINUED 

.. 

Educational Age of ChildrGn's Subjects. Sex Programs Western 
Status-i, Months 

:Mother Glass B 30 to .54 Male 0 

Female 3 

54,' to 78 Male 2 

Female 11 

Class C 30 to 5}4 Male 0 

Fem.ale 0 

.541' to 78 Hale 0 

Female 0 

Families Class A 30 to� Male 0 
Female 6 

54,' to 78 Male 0 
Female 5 

Class B 30 to 54 Male 0 

Female 14 

541' to 78 Male 17 
Pemale 14 

Class C 30 to .54 Ma.le 0 

J:i'emale 0 

54,l to 78 Male 0 

lt'emale 0 

*For a description of the educational stat1ls
classes. see PP• 33-34• 

12 

4 

0 

0 

6 

3 

0 

17 

5 

0 
16 

0 



Suspense 

0 

2 
10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
15 

0 

2 

'l' A B L E X X V I I I -- CONTThtJED

Types of' Programs 

1-·lusic
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Comedy Sto.ry Music and News Quiz Religious 
Comedy 

Per Cent of' Total 

19 0 71 10 0 0 
2 3 17 24 29 7 3 

11 4 11 52 
�

0 
28 7 18 10 3 l 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

20 0 65 15 0 0 
6 6 58 6 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
48 0 25 5 17 ·o 0 

0 0 100 0 0 0 
0 14 8 So 0 14 0 

32 17 0 17 0 0 
17 10 15 13 4 5 1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 19 16 40 5 2 

9 2 12 57 16 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



PREI<�RENGES Qr. CHILD SUBJECTS 
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1rhe specific television and radio programs 

seen and heard by child subjects are presented in Tables 

XXIX and XXX. 

An inspection of Table XXIX discloses the 

specific television programs viewed most often b;-;r the 

group participating 1n this study and the p�ogra.m.s 

these children avowed to be their preferences. "Howdy 

Doody" was the favorite of the largest percentage of the 

entire gl'Oup. "Kiddie Karnival" and "Ding Dong Schooltt 

follow in order of preference. "Howdy Doody, tt nwes terns," 

and "Kiddie Karniva.l" are the progrruns in their order of' 

stated preference for television programs. 

An interesting feature of Table XXIX is the.t 

"Howdy Doody" was the specific television program viewed 

and avowed as the child subjects' favorite television 

progr�m. 

Table XXX denotes the specific preferences as 

heard and avowed b;y radio-listening child subjects. 1.rhe 

younger males and the older females preferred musical 



117 

programs. The females of the younger age group preferred 

neus programs and the males Of the older age group pre

ferred tb.e "Early Birds" and "Breakfast Club. 11 

The avowed specific radio preferences were of 

a large variety. Of the 30 to 54 month age group, 50 

p�r cent avo'Wed no favorite rudio program. The older 

age group had different preferences, none of which pre

dominated. 



TABLE XXIX 

118 

SPECIFIC TELEVISION PROGRAM PREFBRENGES _m, 

RELATIONSHIP TO AGE AND SEX OF 
__ ....._ ___ ...... - ______, ,__ ...... 

CHILD SUBJECTS 

Age and Sex of Child Subjects 

Prograr11 30 to 54 Months 541' to 78 l-1on ths 

Males Females Males Females 

Per Cent of Total as De te rm.1ne d f'rom Data 

Hoti1dy Doody 26 23 24 22 

Kiddie Karni ve.l 17 23 19 J.6 

Party Time 9 7 l4 10 

Bobby Peters ll! 9 10 4 

Time f'or Bennie 3 4 8 10 

Kate Smith 0 13 0 12 

I Love Lucy 8 4 7 7 

Ding Dong School 20 6 7 2 

Ki tty Playhouse 3 10 4 7 

Fann Rdi tion 0 1 7 10 



Program 

Per 

Howdy Doody 

Roy Rogers 

Haste.ms 

T A B LE X X I X -- CONTINUED 
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Age and Sex of' Child Sub jeets 

30 to 54 Months 54,' to 78 Mo11ths

Males Females �'.[ales Females 

Cent o:f Total Avowed by Interviewees 

37 32 30 33 

24 0 20 8 

13 16 30 0 

Kiddie Kami val 0 16 0 2,5 

Ding Dong School 13 0 10 8 

I Love Lucy 0 0 0 18 

Cartoons 13 16 0 0 

Bobby Peters 0 16 0 0 

Lone Ranger 0 0 10 0 

Cartoon Tilue 0 0 0 8 



TABLE XXX 
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SPECIFIC RADIO PROGRAM PREF'EREMCES ,l! RE
..:.

· .. •LA __ T_I_O_'N_S_H
_,
IP

...,
. 

'l'O AGE A?-ll) SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS 
___._..........,___, ....... ,___, ______

Age and Sex of Child Sub j�cts 

Program 30 to 54 i'Ionths 54,' to 78 Months 
-

Males Females Males Femal.es 

Per Cent of' Total as Determined from Data 

Hu.sic 76 27 6 20 

Early Birds 3 15 25 ]l� 

News 0 38 14 3 

Beulah 7 0 6 19 

Breakf'ast Club 0 12 25 0 

Hill Billy Hit 
15 Parade 0 3 7 

Arthur Godrrey 0 �. 21 0 

Junior F.dss 0 0 0 15 

Big John and 
0 15 Sparlde 0 0 

Double or 
Nothin3 0 4 0 7 



T A B L E X X X •- CONTilTIJED 
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Age and Sex of Child Subjects 

Program 30 to .54 Hon ths 54� to 78 Honths 

Nales Pe.ma.lee Males Females 

Per Cent of Total Avowed by Interviewees 

Let's Pretend 0 25 25 17 

Archie Andrei-ss 0 25 0 17 

Music 33 0 0 0 

Gene Autry 17 0 0 17 

Tarzan 0 0 25 0 

Artht:ir Gocli'rey 0 0 25 
" 

0 

-

Hr. and Mrs.

North 0 0 0 17 

Beulah 0 0 0 16 

Pather Knows Best 0 0 0 16 

No favorite progrrut 50 50 25 0 



122 

OTHER OBSF.RVATIONS DERIVED FROM INFORMATION 

GATHERED FROI�1 SUPPLEMENTARY 

DATA SHEETS 

The data reveal several additional points of 

interest concerning selection of programs. remarks made 

by subjects during programs. and l.ater references to 

programs. 

In saleeting television pro�ams, 55 per cent 

of the child subjects selected their own programs; moth

ers selected programs in 13 per cent of the cases. The 

females of both age groups selected their own programs

more often than the males of each age group. 

On the other hand� radio programs were selected 

more oi'ten by the mothers ( 31.i per cent of the programs 

were selected by mothers); 26 per cent were selected by 

the child subjects. The results are just the oppoatte

for television than for radio •. the child subjects pre

dominantly selecting their own programs for television

and mothers selecting the programs for radio. 

Data concerning the remarks of child subjects 

during television and radio pror,rruns wore similar. In
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70 per cent of' the inst011ce.s, the ch:tld subjects made 

no remarks during the television programs; 27 per cent 

rera.aI'ked about the progr-ams • About 56 per cent made no 

remarks concerning radio programs; 38 per cent cormnented 

on radio programs. Results conc0rning these media are 

similar in that the majorit-y of subjects in each case

offered no remarks. 

Pertaining to references child subjects were 

known to make concerning television and radio progrrun.s, 

chl.ld subjects in general made no references to past 

programs in terms of their artistic content. In conve�

sation with parents. the advertisements were the usual 

forra. of reference made to past progrruns (mo.in.ly tele

vision programs). Many products that 1.Jere advertised 

would "sho·w up" in mother's marlcet baslrnt, if £he 

children were present durinr; the shopping tour. There 

uas a def'in1 te carry over fl"'Om advertising to purchasing 

prodt1c ts advertised for this group of pre-school child-

ren. 



STIMHARY 

The study covered in this report deals with 

the impact v>hich radio and television exert on the lives 

of pre-school children. 

The children selected for this study. were 35 

of those enrolled in the Nursery School and 15 of' those 

enrolled at the Kindergarten of the Texas State College 

for Women. Also included in th.is study were six children 

enrolled in the Craft Play School, Denton, Texo.s. A 

total of 56 children, therefore, we1�e studied. 

Tho survey method Has used_ in mo.king this study. 

Arrangem.onts were made wi·th ea.ch mother- by t0lophone; she 

was asked to permit her- youngster to participo.te in the 

survey. Luter, again by telephone, an appointment ·was 
�\ 

made to visit the h.ome of each child included in the sur

vey• These home visits were begun on Friday, Ji'ebr uar-y 

20, and ended Priday, Pebrusry 27, 1953• 

Family information was gathered by the investi

gator during the home visits. A folder was e;iven to the 

124 
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mother, containing the radio and the television-radio 

check sheets. Tho child's name, the day, and the date 

i-1ere written on each separate page for- the two-week 

study. Extra check sheets were available in the !'older 

in the event that tb.ey might be needed. Necessary 

explanations for completing these check sheets we.re 

given to the mothers. 

The check sheets were kept f'rom Mondt\V, March 

2, to Sunday,. March 8, 1953-th.e fir-st ,11eek. The second 

week of the survey began r.fonday, Mareh 23 ._ and ended on 

Sunday, }Ia.rch 29, 1953. 

The majority of the families, 39 in number, 

were those with the .fathers working and the mo'l;hers serv

ing as homemakers. In 13 ferailies, both parents were 

employed; 1n six families, the father worked and the 

mother was a part-time student. 

In Sllil1.Il18.I'1zing the family educational s tutus 

of the children participating in this stttdy• the great 

majori t--y of the parients were college graduates, or had 

had some college training. IJ.1he group, therefore, ,-,as 

of superior status to the population as a. whole with 

respect to family ed11cation. 
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The data revealed several outstanding features 

pertaining to television viewing and radio listening with 

respect to these pre-school children. About four times 

a.s much attention wes given televis.ion as radio in this 

ins·l;ance. The males of the older age group aver-aged two 

hours 19 minutes daily viewine television; the females 

of the same age group averaged one hour 33 mim1tes daily 

viewing television. The younger age group average 38 

minutes daily viewing television. The child subjects 

averaged 30 minutes daily listening to radio. 

In general, these child subjects viewed tele

vision in the late afternoon and listened to the radio 

in the early morning and early evenine; bours. 

The concentrational aspects of child subjects 

showed that 40 per cent of' those viewing television gave 

�ull attention to prograrns, as compared to 74 per cent 

of the child subjects who gave full attention to radio. 

From these data it appears that an average o,f 

three progI'ams are viewed on television to one heard on 

radio. 

The types of television programs viewed by th0 

subjects in order of pref'0rence were: childron' s prograra.s., 
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••westerns," and musical programs. The subjects listen

ing to radio preferred nmsicv.l progrruns, comedy and music 

progra.rn.s, news, and comedy prograras. 

The f'avori te television progrsP...a as tabulated 

from cheek sheets revealed "Howdy Doody," nK1ddie Karni

val/1 and "Ding Dong School" as first, second, and.third 

choices, respectively. "Howdy Doody.'' "westerns,u and 

"Kiddie Karnival" were avo\-Jed f'avorites at the time of 

interviei-, • 

The favorite radio programs o:f these subjects 

as indicated by the do.ta, in order of pl,'eference, "Were: 

music, news,. "Early Bir-ds," a.nd.'
1

Break.fast Club." The 

younger age group avo�ed no favorite radio programs; 

the older age group had different preferences, none of 

t-Jhich predominated. 

In selecting television programs; 55 per cent 

of the child subjects selected their own programs; on 

the other hand, 33 per cent of' the radio programs were 

selected by the mothors. 

The ma,jority of' the subjects participating made 

no ronarks during the television and radio progrruus. 
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The child subjects !) generally speaking, made 

no r-e.feren.ces to past television or radio progro.ms. 

In no case t•1ere there distinct correlations 

between viewing end listening tilue, tL-ne of dey of view

ing and listening, concentre.tional aspects ,. types of' 

programs viewed and heard, and specific program prefer

ences in relationship to occupational or educational 

s ta tu.s o.f f' ain1ly members • 
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