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INTRODUCTIORN

The extent to whilich preeschool children cone
stitute en audience for radlo and television programs,
and the types of programs preferred and other related
factors, open up & relatively new field of investiga=-
tione. Few research projects or surveys have been under=
taken in thils comblned field for the very young child,
elthough some studles of a similar character have been
conducted with pre-school and older children. Moreover,
some investipgations have been made on the possible effects

of radio and television on family life.

OBRJECTIVES OF THE SIUDY

The study ceversd In this report deals with the
impact which radio and television exert on the lives of
pre=school chilldren. The plan of the investigatlon was so
established that the follouwlng objectlves could be reelized
for the subjeects of the study?

(A) To obtain informetion concerning =

(1) The time spent hy typical pre-school
chlldren on television and redilo
programs:

(2) Times of day when television and radio
programs are watched and heard by this

1



age rangs of children}
(3) Length of interval spent uith tele=
vision and radioj
(l4) Activities of children while listen-
ing to and observing programs}
(5) Name, type, and other factors con=-
cerning the programs themselves.
(B) To relate the informaetion obtained above
to the sex and age of the child, and to
certain family characteristics, such as
educational and occupational famlly

classifications.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Television is a new invader of chilldroen'!s time,
according to Witty and Bricker (19). Between 1945 and the
‘beginning of 1952, these investlgators show that the number
of television receivers in the United States sky=-rocketed
from 10,000 to 15,000,000 More than one half of the

families in many cities own setse

The Foderal Communications Commission, through
a letter to the author, stated that there was no official

count availeble to the exact number of television sets



used in thils country, but that the industry estimated that
21,250,000 sets were in use by Jenuary, 1953.

A study made by the Broadcast licasurement Bureau
and reported by Chester and Garrison (3) revealed that 9.2
per cent of all families had at lezst one redio in working

order,

Dr. Paul Wittty of Northwestern University has
done extensive studles and surveys concerning television
as used by children. Witty and Bricker (19) have found
that five and six year 0lds are awmong the heaviest tele-
vieuers. PFour oy more hours a day often are spent watch=
ing telavisilon, according to these authorities. These
research workers viewed all televislon programs transe
mltted to the air by the seven stations in New York City
during one weeke Of the 56l hours covered by the investi-
gated progrems, children's programs filled 70 hours, or
12,.); per cent of the totel. Only one station had a program

for pre=school children, covering one=half hour & daye.

In Chicago, the Parent-Teachers Associlsation
began a revolt against the content of children's programs,

as reported by a Christiasn Century editorlal (). Thirty



sets of parents uworked in relays to monitor children's
day~time programs on the four Chicsgo television stationse
During the last week of 1952, 295 crimes included 93
mrders, 78 shootings, nine kidnepings, nine robheries,

Iy gunfights, 33 sluggings, two knifings, three whipliash=-
ings, two polsonings, and two borbings. The chlld audience
on which this terror was unleashed, using the words of the
editoriel, renged predominantly from preeschool age through
the first three gradese.

According to Emanuel and Green (6), the latter
author=—a child psychlatriste=answered letters written in
horror over the free play of guns and firearrns in tele=-
vision shows, with statements of which the followlng are

examples,

"Emotionally healthy children past the age of
four aluays distinguish between make«believe rurder in thelr
play end real destruction..e..Emotlonally healthy children
who are old enough to take part in group play, are rarely
knmoun deliberately to inflict unprovoked harm on each other

in spite of the violent ideas they express in their games."

Shayon (12), in his book Television and Our

Children, has quoted a letter from Mrs. Leland H. lMerrill,



5

a nursery school supervisor of Melroce, Massachusetts, at

sone lengthe This gquotation 1s as follows:

Since 1927 I have maintained a private
school for children of three to six yoarse.
About the middle of November (1950), my assis-
tants began to observe a change. The children
"20t" television.

Any toy that has any possible resemblance
to a gun becomes ono in the free play time. A
group armed to the teeth gallops up and attacks
theme For several days I found drawings, all
done by theé same artist and complementing some
conversatién which we had heard aebout "the
clutching c¢law,”

The children are tired nervously, physically,
emotionally, and mentally; they show the effects
of eye stralnj they have acquired erroneous
ldeas; and their minds are som completely engrossed
by television that they have no capacity fox
learning.

They have no sense of values, no feeling
of wonder, 1n0 sustained intereste. Their shallow=
ness of thought and feeling is markedly appeare
ent; and they display a lack of co-operation
end 1lnability to finish a taske. Could this be

the result of passilvely sitting and watching?
Or are minds and bodles alike, too tired?

The corments of Shayon (13) in response to this
letter contalined the contention that television was the
nowest "battleground" of controversy over mass media and

that the controversy was far from ended.

Shayon (1) further states: "Actually what



effect do mass medla have on a child's emotional well
belng and taste? After years of patlent research, the
experts can tell us little that is definitive, one way

or another."

A survey reported by EKoch (7) was conducted in
Franklin County, Ohioy, for the White House Conference on
Children &nd Youth by the Cultursl Development Section of
the Radio Sub=-comnittee of the conferencee. This revealed
the fact that 55 pre=-school children, by the show of hands,
rated "The Lone Ranger™ as their favorite radio program.
The progrems which they wanted to hear more often were
stories, music (record time), piano muslc, and a variety

of topics covering toys, animals, and nursery rhynes.

Jennie Marthe Krudys (9)s In her Master's Thesis
on "Somo Aspects of the Social Impact of Television on
the Family," included one section covering children from
two to 1l years of agee The average time spent in vieuwilng
television was approximately four hours per day. Sixzxtye
three per cent of the chilldren spent less time on outdoor
activities. Moreover, 47 per cent of rural families and
5% per cent of urban families included in this study uvsed
television as a means of centrol over their children. The

programs viewed by children in 75 urban and all rural



femllies in the study were selected by the children them=
solvess Children in 73 per cent of the rural and 43 per
cent of the urgen famllles retired later since purchease

of telewvision.

Martha Elizaebeth Rutland (11), in her thesis
on the "Use of Movies and Radioc by Nursery School Children,"
shows that the average amount of listening time for radio
per child per week for her subjects was 229 hours, with
boys listening for longer periods thsn girls. No rela=-
tionship was found between age and listening time. PFive
and eight o'clock, respectively, in the late afternoon and
early evening were the times showing the highest freguency
of listening.

In 1942 Witty (16) found that the average child
in the elementery school spent more than two hours daily
listening to the radio. "Sinoce the advent of television,®
says this authority, "the amount of time devoted to the
radio has decressede Young children now show a stronger
attraction to television than to radio, since G0 per cent
of first and second grade chlldren stated that they prefer
tolevision to radio, as compared to 50 per cent of seventh
and eighth grade studentse About 65 per cent of high school

students indicate their preference for telzvision over the



radlos These data indicate clearly that television has
replaced, for rmany chlldren, the strong lnterest pre-=

viously shoun in the radio."

|

In recent studles including kindergarten td
high school students of Evanston, Illinois, Witty (18)
surveyed chlldren's interest in television. In 1950 43
por cent had & television set at home, as compared to 68
per cent in 1951, Twenty~one hours per week was spent
viewing television in 1950 as compared to 19 hours ver week
in 1951, according to this investigation. Primery childe

ren continued to be most avid and enthusiastic viewerse.

A third report comcerning children's reactions
to television was given in 1952 by Witty (17). Eighty-
eight per cent of the homes then had television, according
to his finding, with children listening 23 hours per week,
on the average. lMost viewing was done in the evening,

Wwhen adult programs chiefly were offerede.

Investigations conducted in Stamford (Connecticut),
Homewood (Illinois), and Baltimore (Maryland), and reportsd
by Bernbaum (2), revealed the fact that one half of the
children in the television service area spend an average
of four hours daily in televiewing, and that meny child~

ren spend as much time per week in televieuwing as they do



facing teechers 1ln the classroom.

Jane Marshall and Touise Frazier (10), graduate
students at the Ohlo State Unilversity, have completed a
study on homemelers® views of television. Since they
found that children influenced what deytime programs were
watched, these investigators suggested that demonstration

programns include 1deas of interest to children.

Margaret Aleen King (8), in a Master's Thesis
on "A Survey of Homemakers! Opinion on the Effect of Teloe-
vielon on Family Living," shous that the children of her
study averaged three and one=-half hours viewing television
per daye. Forty-three per cent spent three to four hours
viewing programs. MNMothers in the study tended to rate

children's programs as good.

Severeal surveys and studies have been reported
by Barclay (1) on high school students as ardent tele=
vigion fans. Of 4,821 boys and gilrls enrolled in high
schools at Maplewood and Orange, New Jersey, 88 per cent
ansuered questions in a aurvey. This study revecaled the
fact that the largest amount of leisure tims of these

older children was spent watching television.

John Te Curtin (5), in a Master's Thesils on
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"Teolevision Interest and Viewing Hsbits on High School
Students,” shous that, on the average, 20 hours per week
were spent viewing television, with this time devoted
mostly to light entertainment.s In comparing groups,

there wers no appreciable differencese.

"Redio and movies have sufferad from the impact
of television," according to the findings of this investi-

gatore



PLAN OF PROCEDURE

SUBJECTS OF THE STUDY

The children selected for this study were 35 of
those enrolled in a Nursery School and 15 of those enrolled
at the Kindergarten of the Texas State College for Women.
Also included in thils study were six children enrolled in
the Craft Play School, Denton, Texas. A total of 56 child=-

ren, therefore, were studied.

SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION

e G  c————

There were 10 boys and 10 girls with radio, only,
in their homes. Eighteen boys and 18 girls had both radio

end telsovision in their homes.

These children ranged in age from 30 months (two
end one-half yeers) to 78 months (six and one-helf years).

For conparison, the chilldren were divided into two age

groups.

One age group ranged from 30 months to Sl months,

or two and one-half years to four and one=hslf years. The

1)
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socond age proup renged from Sl)#months to 78 months, or

four and onec~half plus to six and one-half years.

The age of each child was based on his gsge on
February 1, 1953. The age was calculated saccording to
the method set up by Racel Stutsman (15), the plan of
which 1s the following:

If the child's age in months has a

fractlon of over one~half a month, the

fractlion 1s considered as one monthj e.

Zes 29 months, 16 days is called 30 months.

If the age in ronths has a fraction of

less than one-«half a month, the fraction

is desregarded.

Table I glves; according to age end sex, the

distribution of individual children enrolled in this study,.

Of the televislon viewers, elght males and six
females, & total of 1} subjects, were in the 30 to 54 month
age group. Twenbty=two subjects, 10 males and 12 females
were in the Sh to 78 month group. The total number of

television viewers was 36,

There was a total of 10 subjects——six males and
four females—=in the 30 to 54 month age group of radio
listeners. Four females and six msles, a total of 10
subjects, made up the 5} to 78 month age group. A total’
of 20 subjects constituted the radio listening group.
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TABLE I

SEX AND AGE OF EXPERIIENTAL CHILD SUBJECTS

PART A. NUMBER VIEWING THIEVISION

Sex of Children

Age Total
Male Fenele

30 to 8} months (2.5 to

4e5 years) 8 6 i

Sy £ to 78 months (4.5¢
to 6.5 years) 10 2 22
Total i8 18 26

PART B, NUMBER LISTENING TQ RADIO

Sex of Children

Age Total
Mels Female

30 to 54 months (2.5 to

o5 years) 6 L 10
to 8 & th &
5’43: 6.; y:oa?s)s (hesd L 6 10

Total 10 10 20




SIZES OF FAMILIES OF SUBJLCTS

chamme — e e

Table II shows the different sizes of families
of the subjects having television and radio, as to the
numbey of chlldren in each family. Thirty-one famllies
have two childreny 1lly families have three childrens 9
families have one child; and 2 families have four childe

Polle

FAMILY OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF SUBJECTS

Deta found ian Table III are vased on the occupa=
tioin class of fathersy, mothers, and familles, with the

children listed by individual case nuabers.

Tho occupational classificatlons used in this
study weyre taken from those ewployed in various studles in
the College of Household Arts and Sclences, Texas State
College for VWomen, insofar as these were applicable in this
studye These included professionsl personnel, seni=pro=
fesslional personnel, business ouners and managers, skilled
labosrers, semi-skilied laborers, end homemskers. Certain
occupationel groups in the entlre classlfication were
omitted because the parents of ne children in this study
fell Iln these groups. These were farm owners and managers,

unskilled laborers, retired workers, and those on relief.
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NUMBER OF EXPFRIMENTAL CHILD SUBJECTS IN

DIFFTRENT SIZES OF FAMILITS ACCORDING

TO THE AGE AND SEX OF THE SUBJECTS

PART A. TELLVISION
Number of Children in
Age Different Sizes of Families
Range
of Sex of
Children|Children | Fanily | Family | Family | Family
(iionths) of One | of Two |of Three|of Four
Child |[Children|Children|Children
Male 2 i 2 0
30 to 54
Female 0 h 2 0
Male 1 £ i 0
Shdto 78
Female I 3 2 1
Totel 7 18 10 1




16

TABLE II - CONTINUED
PART B. RADIO
Number of Children in
Ape Different Sigzes of Families
Range
of Sex of
Children Children | Femily| Famlly | Family | Pamily
(Months) of One| of T™wo |of Three|of Four
Child [Children |Chilldren|Children
Male 4! i 2 0
30 to 54
Female 0 2 1 1
Mele 0 4 0 0
Shfto 78
Fensale 2 3 1 0
Total 2 13 4 1l

Seventeen fathers were business owners or mane
agersa; 1l were professional persons, ll were skilled lsbore-
ers, nine were semi~professional persons, and five were
semi-skillod laborers, glving a total of 56 fathers in
five groups.

The mothers appeared in four occupatlional class=-
ifications with the majority belng classed as homemalers.
Thirty=-nine mothers were in this last classification; 12
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nothers were employed in semi-professional occupatlons}
three were employed as skilled laborers; and two mothers
fell in the business group, as managers or owners. None

was classifled in the professional or semi=-skilled labor

groupsSe

In all cases, the father was the chief wage
earncrj his occupational class, therefore, determined the

farmlly occupation classification.

In summary, 15 different occupationzl groupings
of individual corbinations within families were shown,.
Twelve fathers were professional workers, with the mothers
serving as homemekorsi 1l fathers were in business, with
the mothers classed as homemalkersj six fathers were skilled
laborsrs, with the mothers as homemakersj; five fathers were
semi=professional workers, with the mothers as homemakers;
four fathers were semi-skilled laborers, wilth the mothers
as homemakers; three fathers were skilled laborers, wilth
the mothers as semieprofiessional workers; three fathers
had semieprofessional occupations, with the mothers as
semi=professional workers; two fathers were 1in business,
with the mothers working as skilled laborers; and two
fathers were in professional occupations, with the mothers

in semleprofessionel occupations. There wuas one case each
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113

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF PARENTS OF INDIVIDUAL

CHIID SURJECTS
Family's Occupa~-
Case Pather's Mother's tional Classifi=
Number| Occupation Occupation cation (Based on
Chilef Income
Earner)
(1) Business for | Seml-profes-| Business ouner and
Self sional manager
(2)| Buainsss ‘Housewifo Businesa
(3)| Professional Housewife Professionsal
(4)| Seml=-skilled| Housouife Seml~glkilled
lsborer laborer
(8)| Businass Housewifs Business owner
owner
{6)| Professionel | Houseulfe Professionel
{7)| Business Semi-profes=| Business
ouner sionsl
(8)| Professionel | Housewife Professional
{(9)|Skilled Housewife Skilled laborer
lavorer
(10)| Skilles Houseowife Skilled lsborer
laborer
(11)| Business Housewife .Business
(12)| Business Housewife Business
(13)| Sktllied Housewife Skilled laborer

laborer
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TABLE I I I = CONTIRUED
Familyts Occupa=
Case Fathepr'a Motherts tionel Classgifie
Tumber| Oceupaticn Occupatvion cation (Based on
Chief Income
Earner)
(1) | Business owner| Skilled Businees
laborer
{15) | Skilled Semi=profes- |Skilled laborer
leborer sional
(16) | Seni-skilled | Housewife Semi-skilled
laborer laborer
{(17) | Business Houseuife Business
(18) | Professional | Housewife Professional
(19) | Business Skilled Business
owney laborepy
(20) | Sk1lled Housewife Skilled leborer
laborep
(21) | Business Business Business ouner
owner owner and msnager
{(22) | Business Housewife Business manager
mensger
(23) | Semi=profes- Housewife Semi=professional
8ional
(2}) | Skilled Semieprofes- |Skilled laborer
laborer sional
(25) | Skilled Skilled Skilled leborer
laborer laborer
{26) | Business Housewife Business

meneger
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TABLE I XITI ~= CONTINUED
Pamily's Occupa-
Case Father's Mothepr's tional Classifi-
Runmker Occupation Occupation cation (Based on
Chief Income
Earner)
(27) |[Professional | Houseuwife Professional
(28) |[Skilled Housewifs Skilled leaborer
lsborer
(29) |Professional | Housewife Professional
(30) |Semi=profes= | Housewife Seml~professional
sional
{31) |Skilled Housewife Skilled leborer
laborer
{(32) |Semieskilled | Housewife Semi=skilled
laborer laborer
{33) |Skilled Housewife Skilled laborer
laborey
(34) |Business Housewife Business
(35) |Professional | Housewife Professional
(36) |Semi~Profes- | Business Semdl~professional
sional manager
{37) | Professional | Housewife Professionsal
(38) | Semi=profes- | Seml~profes~ | Seml=professional
sionsal sional
(39) | Professional | Semi-profes~ | Professional
sional
(40) |Businesa Housswife Business
ouner
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TABLE I I I == CONTINUED
Femily's Occupa=
Case Fathep's Motherts tional) Clagsifi-
Number| Occupation Occupation cation (Based on
Chief Income
Earney)
(41) |Semi~profes~ | Seml-profes« | Semi-professional
sional sional
(42) |Seml-profes- | Housewife Seml«professional
sional
(1L3) |Professional | Housewife Professional
(1) |Business Semi=-profes- | Business
sional
(45) |Professional | Housewife Professioneal
(46) |Professional | Housewife Professional
(L7) |Semi~profes~ | Housewife Serdi-profos=-
sional gionsl
(48) |Business Housewife Business
(4L9) |Semi=-skilled | Housewife Seml-skilled
laborer laborer
{50) |Semi=skilled | Seni-profes-~ | Semie-skilled
laborer sional laborer
(51) | Professional | Housewife Professional
(52) |Semi-profes~ | Semi-profes- | Semi=professionsl
sional sional
(53) | Professionel | Semi-profes~ | Professional

sional
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TABLE IIJI — CONTINUED
Family's Occupa=-
Case Pather's Mother's tional Classifi-~
Nurben| Occupation Occupation cation (Based on
Chief Income
Earnoer)
{5)) | Semi-profes- | Housowife Semi-professionel
sional
(55) | Business Housewife Business
(56) | Skilled Semi~profes~ |Skilled laborer
laborer sional

in the following five groupss the father in business with
the mother employed in a seml-professional occupation; the
father and mother both were in businesas; the father and
mother both were skllled laborersy the father was in a
semi~profesaional occupation, and the mother was in busie-
nesss the father wes a semi-skilled laborer, and the mother

was in a semi-professional occupation.

A scrutiny of Table III and of the discussion
given above will show that the children in the study came
from urban femilies of moderate to botter than moderate
econopmic status, with 39 of the mothers not employed out=

gide of the homo.
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Teble IV presents the famlly occupation of
television viewers and radio listeners, according to age
and sex of the child subjects. The following combinations
were used iIn this table: father employed with mother a
homemeker; father and mother both employed; and father

employed and mother a part-timo student,

Of the 1l television subjects (Teble IV, Part A)
in the 30 to 5|} month sge group, eight males and two fo=-
nales had fathers who worked, with mothers serving as
homemakers, while three females had both parents employed,
as well as one female with the father employed and the

mother a partetime siudent,

In the Sl-~to 78 month o0ld children, five males
and nine females had fathers who worked and mothers who
were homemakers; four males and three females had both
parents employedj and one mele had a father who worked and
a mother who was a partetime student, thus making a total
of 22 subjects.

Of the 10 redio listeners (Table IV, Part B)
in the 30 to 54 month group, four males and three females
had fathers who worked and mothers who served as hore=
mekersy; wWhile two males and one female had fathers who

worked and mothers who were part-time students.
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Of the 10 subjects in the Shi¥~to 78 month group,
two meles and four females had fathers who worked and
mothers who were homemakers; two males and one female had
both parents who were employed, and one female had a father

nho worked and a mother who was a partetime student,

Table IV, Part C, includes a combination of the
femily occupation of 56 television and radio subjectse Of
the Zlj subjects in the 30 to 5k age group, 12 males and five
females had fathers who worked and motbg;s‘who were not
employed outside of the homes three femaleé had both parents
employed; andgtwo males and two females had fathers who

vorxed and mothers who served as part-time students.

Thirty-two subjects of the Sh<~ to 78 month age
group were distributed as follows: seven m2les and 13
females hed fethers who worked and mothers uho served as
hornemakerss six males end four females had both parents
employeds and one male and one female had fathers who worked

end mothers who were partetime students.
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FAMILY OCCUPATION OF EXPERIMENTAL CHILD SUBJECTS

PART A. FAMI% OCCUPATI®N OF
TELEVISION VISWERS

Age Range Father Em- | Pather and | Father Em-
of Chil- | Sex of | pldyed and Mother ployed,
dren Children Mother Both Mothsr
(Months) Homemeker | Employed Part-tine
Student
30 to S | Male 0
Fenale 2 3
Male -
Shé to 78
Female 3 0
Total 2L 10 2




PART B.

TABLE

FAMILY OCCUPATION OF

RADIO LISTENERS

I V «—CONTINUED
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Age Range Father En=- | Father and |Father Em=
of Chil- | Sex of | ployed and Mother ployed,
dren Children Mother Both Mother
(Months) Homemaker Employed Part-tine
Student
Mele L 0 2
30 to 54
Female 3 0 1
Male 2 0
Sy=fto 78
Female 1 1
Total 13 3 L
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PART C. FAMILY OCCYPATION OF

TELEVISION VIEWERS AND

RADIO LISTENERS,

I V = CONTINUED
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COMBRINED
Age Renge Pather Enwe| Father and | Father En=
of Chil- Sex of [ployed and Mother ployed,
dren Children| Mother Both Mother
(ifonths) Hopwneker | Employed Part~time
Student
Male 12 0 2
30 to 54
Female 3 3 2
Male 7 3
Sifto 78
Female 12 4 1
Total 37 13 6
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Summarizing this table, the majority of the
families, 39 in number, were those with the fathers work=
ing and the mothers serving as homemakers, In 13 familles,
both perents were employed; and in six familles, the father
vorked and the mother was a part-time studente

The data presented in Teble V show the fathers!
and mothers! occupetion according to the age and sex of

tho television partlcipating subjects,

In the 30 to 54 month age group, one male and
onc femele have fathers classed as professional personnel;
one male had a father classed as & senl=professional worker
three males and three females had fathers classed as busi-
ness owners and menagersi two males and two females had
fathers classed as skilled lzborers; and one male had a
father classed as a semi=skilled laborer, giving a total
of 1} subjects included in the 30 t2 54 month age group.

Of the 22 subjects in the Si¥ to 78 month age
group, two males and three females had fathers that were
clessed as professionsl; one male had a father who was a
semi=professional worker; two males and five females had
fathers who hed semi-professional occupationsj two males
and five females had fathers in buslnessi four males and

tuo females had fathers who were skilled laborers; two
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females had fathers who were semiesizilled laborerse

In the classification of the mothers of tele=
vision subjects, all eight males of the 30 to 5S4 month age
group had mothers classified as homemakers, while the fe=-
ma2les had four mothers classified as homemakers, one mother
as a skilled laborer, and one mother as seml=professional

personnel.

In the Sh/ to 78 month age group, three females
had mothers classified as semi~=professionel personnelj and
nine females had mothers who were not employed outside the
homes The males, on the other hand, had one mothsr with
semi-professilonal occupation, two mothers in business, two
nothers working as skilled laborers, and five mothers not

eriployed outside of the hors.

Table VI glves the occupation of fathers and
mothers of radio subjects according to the age and sex of
the children. In the 30 to S} month age group, five males
and one female had fathers who were employed in professional
occupations; one male and one female had fathers who had
seni~-professional occupations; one female had e father who
was in businessjy end one female had a father working as a

skilled laeborer, making a total of 10 subjects.
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L

OCCUPATICRS OF PARKNTS OF PARTICIPATING

CHILD SUBJECTS

30

TELEVIS ION
Father HMother
T
Occupations
Age (Months) Age (Months) 0
of
t
Parents 30 to Sl |Shfte 78|30 to 5| Shkbo 78
a
Sex Sex Sex Sex
1l
Male nTa I}}Lale}ms'lca Male]mg1a Malemn'ln
Professional l 1l 2 3 0 0 0 0 7
Semi-profos=-
sional 1| © 21 o 0| 1 1| 2 8
Business 3| 3 2| 5 ol o 2| © 15
Skilled
laborer 2| 2 hl 2 0| 1 2| O 13
Y
Semiegkilled
laborep 1| O 0| 2 0| © +] 3
Homemaker ol o| ofl o| 8| 4| 5| 9 |26
Total 8 6 10| 12 8 6 10| 12 72
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OCCUPATIONS OF PARENTS OF PARTICIPATING
CHILD SUBJECTS

31

RADIO
Father Mother
T
Occupations
Age (Months) Age (Months) )
of
t
Parents 30 to Sl |Sufto 78 30to 5l [Sifto 78
a
Sex Sex Sex Sex
1
[Fo = o m Fe= Qe
l*ffaleh,,h_l.lﬁ Malel 14 lenge M&:I.e,,‘,,.”.la
Professional Sl 1 0| 1| o| oi| of o 7
Semi=profes« ‘
sional 1 1 2| 2| 2| 2 2| 2 1
Business 0| 1 2] 1| 0| O 0| O h
Skilled
laborer 0| 1 0 0| 0| © 0 0 l
Seml=skilled
laborer 0| O 0| 2 0 2
Homenaker 0| O 0| O 2 2| 4 12
Total 6| L Y| 6| 6| 4 L| 6 ]
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In the age group ranging from Shif to 78 months,
one female had a father who had a professional occupation
two males and two females had fathers who had seml-profes-
sional occupations; two males and one female had fathers
who were 1n business, either as ouners or managersj two

females had fathers who were semli-skilled laborerse.

Of the 30 to &)} month age group, two males and
two females had mothers employed 1n semi-professional occupa=
tions; and four males and two females had mothers classed

as homemakenrs.

Two males and two females of the 5l¥ to 78 month
age group had mothers classed as employed in semi-professional
occupations; and two males and four females had mothers

classed as homemakers.

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL STATUS
OF FAMILIES

Table VII glves the data concerning the educational
classes of fathers, mothers, and familles as to individual
case numboers of all children in the study, using the general
educatlonal classes employed in studies in the College of
Housechold Arts and Scilences at the Texas State College for
Womene The schemes for classifying individual parents, and
for clessifiying the full family, respectively, on the basis

of educatlional status, follow:



33

EDUCATIONAL CLASSIFICATION FOR INDIVIDUALS

Class A, Recipient of an MeDey PhieDey SCeDa,

Ed.Dey or other doctor's degree, or a

masterts degree.

Class B. Recipient of a bachelorts degree and

at least two years of college or other

specialized formal training beyond the

bachelor'!s statuse.

Class Ce High School graduate with no further

post-high school formal tralning.

Class D, HNigh school attendant, but did not

graduate, but had some special training

oy apprenticeship.

Class Es High school attendant, but did not

graduate or receive any special addi=-

tional training.

Note: In the Texas State College for Women

classif'ications, provision 1s made for
those with less formal training than

is listed above. In this study, hou-

ever, none of the parents fsll belou

Class E.
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DDUCATIONAL CLASSIFICATION FOR PAMILIES

Class Ae Those families in which all adults
are university or college graduates, or
recipients of specialized training
beyond high school equlvalent to that
embodied 1in bechelor's degree training,.

Class Be Those families in which one member is

a college graduatee.

Class Cs Those familles 1n which all adults are
high school grsduates, with no formal

training beyond high school.

Class De Those families with only one member of
the famlly a high school graduate.

Class E. Those families in which no adulits have
graduated from high school.

In the families of the child subjects participa=-
ting in this investigation, no individual fell in Class D
as outlined above, and no family fell below Class D 1in the
Educational Classification for Families.

Thirty=four of the 56 fathers were in Education
Class B, 1ndicating that they had hed two years of college

training, or that they were college graduates. Fourteen
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fethers were 1n Class A, 1ndicating the aequlsition of
advanced degrees. Seven fathers fell in Class C, or the
class who had completed high school, wlth no speclal sub-
sequent training; and one father fell 1n Class E, indlecating

that he did not graduate from high school.

Forty-eignt fathers were 1n the first two classes,

1ndicating that the majorlity had had college tralning.

Of the 56 mothers, I5 fell in Education Class B,
indicating that they had some college training, or were
college graduates. Eight were In Class C, denoting that
they were high school graduates, but with no speelal train=-
ing beyond high school. Three were 1in Class A, showing

that they had received advanced degrees.

Family education of the 56 subjects revealed that
23 fell 1n Class B, indicating that one member of the fame
ily was a college graduatee. Seventeen uere in Class A, or
the class in which both father and mother were college
greduates. Fifteen were in Class C, indicating that both
father and mother were high school graduates. One family
had Class D status, with one family member a high school

greduate .

In summarizing Teble VII, one finds 28 of the
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INES OF INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS

Fathenr's Mother's Family
Case Education Educetion Education
Num-
bepr
Pdseation  [039% |Siication  Pless| Clase
{1) B. A. B M. A, A A
(2) B, A. B High School | C B
(3) B. A, B B. Se ;. A
(4) High Schoolf| B High School | € 0
(5) B. A. B B. A B A
(6) M. De A High School | C B
(7) High School o Be Se B B
(8) B. S. B B. S. B A
(9) Two years in| E High School | C D
high school
(10) High School c High School | B B
(11) Bigh School c High School | C c
(12) Be S. B B. A B A
(13) High School v High Schoolf| B c
(1}) Be Be A B Hipgh School#| B B
(15) High Schoolf| B High School | B c
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TABLE V JI1I, CONTINUED
Fatheris Mother's FPamily
Case Education Education Education
Fum=
ber
Extent of Extent ol
Education Class |ggucution  lass| Class

(16) High Schoolf | B High School | B C
(17) High Schoolf | B High School | C c
(18) M. Ao A B. A, B A
(19) Be Bes Ae B High Schoolg| C B
(20) High Schoolf | B B. S. B B
(21) High Schoolf | B Ba Se B B
(22) High School c High Schoold| B c
(23) Four years at

chiropractic | A High Schoolf{ B B

school
(2k) High School c High Schoolg| B c
(25) High Schoolf | B High School | C c
(26) High Schoolg | B High Sehool | B c
(27) Fhe D, A Be A B A
(28) High Schoolf | B Be. Se B. B
(29) e De A High Schoolf B B
(30) B. A. B High Schooly| B B
(31) High School¥ | B Be S, B B
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TABLE V I I - CONTINUED

Father's Motherts | Family
Case Education Education Education
Nume=
ber

Pavoasion  |cless | Riettien  [lass | Cless

(32) High Schoolf| B High Schooly| B c
{33) High Schoolf | B High School | B ¢
(34) B, S. B B. S. B A
(35) Ph. D, A High Schoold| B B
(36) By Se B High Schoolf| B B
(37) Coe Ae B High Schoolf| B B
{38) Le Ls Ba ~| A B. A B A
(39) Phe De A Be A. B A
(4o) High schoolf | B High Schoolfé| B c
(41) B. B. A. B B. Se B A
(h2) Be A, B High Schoolf| B B
(43) L. L. P, A High Schoolf| B B
(Lh) High Schoolfd | B High Schoolf| B C
(45) Phe Do A Be Fa As 'B A
(46) M. A A Me As A A
(47) Be Se B Be Mo B A
(48) Bs As B High Schoolg| B B
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TABLE VI3 - CONTINUED
Fatherts totherts Fanmlly

Case Education Education Hducation
Nun~
ber | ___

Tauoation  |039% | Fseation  [fhass| Cless
(419) High Schoolf| B B. S. B B
{50) High School B Bs Se B B
(51) Me Fo A A B. S. B A
(52) B. Bs As B Be Se B A
(53) B. D. A Me Ao A A
(54) Mo A A High Schoolf| B B
(55) High Schoolf| B Be Se B B
{56) High School c High Schoolf| B c

familios with both merbers being college graduates, or

having some college training; 11 families with fathers

wvho had an edvenced degree and mothers who had recelved

a college degree or some college training} six famllies

with fethers who were high school graduates and mothers

with college degrees or sowme college treining; four fam-

ilies with fathers who had college degrees or some college

tralning and mothers who were high school graduates; two
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fenllies with fathers who had college degrees or some
college training and mothers who had received advanced
degreesy two femllies with both parents having advanced
degreese. One family had a father with an advanced degree
and a mother with complete high school tralning. One
famlly had a father who had attended high schcol, but had
not graduated, and a mother whe was R high school graduatee.
One family had both perents as high school graduates. On
the basis of educatlon, therefore, the families surpassed

the population as a whole,.

Table VIII shows tho education of parents accorde
Ing to age and sex of participating subjects who viewed
televislone

In the 30 to f month age group one male and one
female had fathers with Master'!s degrees; two males and two
females had fathers with Bachelor's degrees; four meles and
one female had fathers with high school diplomas and with
soms subsequent trainings one male and one female had
fathers with high school diplomas; one female had a father
uvho attended high school, but who did not graduate.

Of tho Si¥ to 78 month age group, two males had
fathers with Doctor's degrees; one femele had a father with
a Master's degree; three males and five females had fathers

who ware graduates wuith Bachelorts degrees; four males and
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EDUCATION OF PARENTS OF PARTICIPATING CHILD SUBJECTS

TeIEVISION
Father Mother
Education Age (Months) Age (Monthsa)
of
30 to S |54 to 78|30 to S |Suf to 78
Parents
Sex Sex Sex Sex

Male|Fer |Male|Fer

nale male

Male| Fo= | Male|Fer

male nmale

M.D.’ Phe. Do
B’io A., I‘io S.
B. Ao, Bo SO

High school and
some college

High school but
no further
training

Attendod high
school; not a
graduete; no
further ftrain-
ing

Totel

0 0 2 0
1 1 0 1

0 0 0 o
0 0 0 1
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four females had fathers with some college training; one
one male end two females had fathers with high school

diplonmas,

The mothers! educational status in the 30 to 84
rionth age group contained three males and one female who
had mothers who were college graduatesi five males and two
fomales hed mothers with some college training; thres fe=

males had mothers who are high school graduates.

In the Si# to 78 month age group, one female had
2 mother with a Master's degree; three males and five fe=-
males had mothers who were college graduates; sixz males and
three females had mothers who had some college trainingj
énd one male and three females had mothers who were high

school graduates.

In summarizing Taeble VIII, tho mejority of
fathers and mothers of television viewers were college
graduates or had had some college traininge Only one par-
ent had not graduated from high schoole. Thorefore, the
children in the study had psrents who were considerably
better educated than the population as a whole.

Table IX shows the education of fathers and

mothers of subjeets listening to radio.

In the 30 to 5} month age group of subjects who
listened to radio, three males and one femele had fathers

with doctor's degrees; one male had a father with a master's
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degree; two males and one female had fathers with a
college bachelor!s degree; one femele had a father with
some college trainingj one female had a father who had

attended high school.

The 54f to 78 month age group included one mals
who had a father with a doctort!s degree; two females had
fathers with master's degrees; one male and two fenales
had fathers with some college training; and one female had

a father who was a high school graduate.

Radio subjects in the age group ranging from 30
to 5l months included one male and one female who had
mothers with master!s degrees; there were three males and
two females who had mothers with college bachelort's degrees;
two meles and one female hed mothers with some college

training.

Of the 5l £ to 78 month age group, one male and
four females had mothers who were college graduatess. Three
moles and two females had mothers with some college train-

in&; °

In summarizing the famlly educational status of
the children in this study, the great majority of the par-
ents were college graduates, or had had some college traine
inze The group therefore surpassed the population as a

whole with respect to famlly education.
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IX

EDUCATION OF PARENTS OF PARTICIPATING CHILD SUBJECTS

RADIO
TFather Mother
Education Age (Honths) Age (Months)
of
30 to 54 [Shfto 78 | 30 to S |ShAto 78
Parents
Sex Sex Sex Sex
Fee Fom 14| Fe= Few
Mele male Male male Male male Male male
Fie Dey Phe Do 1 ) 3 0 0 0 0 0
Ma Aewy Mo Se 1 0 0 2 1 0
De Asy Be Se 2 1 1 2 3 2 1
High scheol
graduate and
some college 0 1 2 1 2 1 3 2
High school
graduate} no
further traine-
ing 0 1l 0 1 0 0 0 0
Total 6 Iy 4 6 6 4 4 6
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GENERAL PROCEDURE FOR

COLLECTING DATA

The survey method was used 1n making thils studye.
Contact was made with each mother by telephone; and she
was asked to participate in the survey. Later, again by
tolephone, an appointment wes made to visit in the home of
each child Included 1n the survey. These home visits were
begun on ¥riday, Februsry 20, and ended Friday, February
27, 1953.

Famlly information was gathered by the investige-
tor durinyg the home wvislts. A folder was given to the
rnother, containing the radlo and the televislone~radio check
sheetas The chlldis name, the day, ané the date were
written on each separate page for the two-week studye.
Extra check sheets were avallable 1n the folder in case
thoy should be needed. Necessary explanations in f1lling

out these check sheets were given to the mothers.

The ten boys and ten girls ulth radlo, but not
tclevislon, in their homes were given the radlo check
sheets, only; the 18 boys and 18 girls with both telsvision
and radio in their homes were glven both televislion and

radio chec¢s sheetse Both types of check sheets, television
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and radio, were recorded at the same time, but inter-
mittently, in one-week intervals, which geve a total of
two weeks of accumulated datas The check sheets were
kept from Mondey, March 2, to Sunday, March 8, 1953.

The first set of data was returned to the Nursery School
on Monday, March 9, by the Nursery School parentse. The
Kindergarten and Craft Pley School chlldren's data were
collected from thelr individual homes on HMonday afternoon,

March 9, by the investigator.

The second week of the survey began Monday,
March 23, and ended Sundey, March, 1953. The same proced-
ure of collecting the data was followed the second weeke
Sample forms of the information sheet and the radioland

telsvislon check sheets folloue
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INFORMATION SHEET

le Child's name Sex
“{Tast) “(First)
Birth date Telephons nurber

Month) (Day ) (Year)

2e Hone Address

3¢ List all children of the family in order of birth.

NAME SEX BIRTH DATE
(1)
(2)
(3)
(L)
(5)
e Father's name Occupation
Mother's name Occupation

5. Iducation of father {underscore hipghest grade
reeched in school or colloge

Grede: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 High school: 1
2 3 4 OCollege: 1 2 3 l Graduate worlk:

12 314
Training school

Diplome or degrees hold

6. Education of mother (underscore highest grade
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reached in school or collegs)

Gradet 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

High school: 1 2 3 L College: 1 2 3L
Greduate work: 1 2 3 L

Training school

Diploma or degrees held

Te List others living in the famlily.
(1)
(2}
(3)
)

Il. Radio

1., Do you have a radio in your home? How meny?

Location Most often used
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

2. Does child select own program? Never Seldom

Occaslonally Often Always

3¢ Child's fevorite radlo program

Second fevorite program

e Any other comments:



49

III. TPeolevision

1,
e

Se

e

Se

Do you own a television set?

Location of set

If you have no television, how often does child
sce television? TWever Seldom  Occasilonally
Often  Always
Where?

Childts favorite television program

Second favorite program

Any other comments:
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TELEVISION
Child's namse
{Last) (First)
Iongth of Watche= | Name of |Activities Dupr=-
Tims of Day ing Period Progrem | ing Program
(Example)
14200 peme 30 ni. Kiddie Whole atten-

Karnival| tion given to

program. Had
3 dolls in
chalr with her.
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CHECK SHEET
Day
Date
Remarks During Who Selected Later
Program Progranm Reference
“‘She'a cutes I 1like Self Imitated Child

her dancing,”

"There's Captain
Bobe"

dancing and talked
of children on
the program.
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Child's nams

(Last)

[First)

Length of Lis- | Name of | Activities Dur~
Time of Day tening Period | Program | ing Program
(Exanple )
S:00 pems 2% ni. Big Playing with
John blocks and
and hisa cars.

Sparky
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CHECK SEEET
Day
Date
Remarks During Who Selected Later
Program Program References
"Jane, what are Jene (older "Sparky got
they doing in the sister) lost todey,
jungle ™ Daddy."

"Sparky got lost."




PRESENTATION AND

INTERPRETATION OF

DATA

The data accumulated during the course of this
work have been summarized into 21 tables which are grouped
and discussed in this section. The information on the
interview sheets has been sub jected to statistical treet-
ment, consisting of codlng of raw data, punching the
information into cards, proofing and sorting the cards,

and tabulating the results on International Buslness

Machinese

The results have been grouped according to three
broad schemes, as followa:
l. 4According to age and sex of chlld sub jectse
2e According to the occupational status of the
chlef wage earner of the family.
3« According to the educational status of the
fathey, the mother, and the family,.

The discusslons of the data snd the concluslons

to be drawn are given in the paragraphs which follow,.

sh
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TIME DEVOTED TO TELEVISION AND
RADIO BY CHILD SUBJECTS

The data on time devoted by the 56 pre=-school
boys and girls participating in this study are grouped
in accordance with the three classiiflcations listed above

in Tables X, XI, end XII.

Exarination of Table X reveals several intereste-
ing points. With respect to the data on television, it
will be noted that in both age groups, that 1s to say,
in both the 30 to Sli and the 5Sh¥ to 78 month age groups,
more viewlng time is glven by males than by females,

This difference between males and females does not persist
in the case of radlo listening time. Here there appears

to be no marked difference between boys and girls.

A further observation from the data in the table
concerns the fact that the older children spend more time
viewing televislon than those in the younger age groupse.
This possibly 1s related to the increase of attention span

with increasing agee

The outstanding feature of these data is undoubt~
edly the heavy overbalance of television to radio in terms

of timoe devoted by the children to each of these media,
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Generally speaking, ebout four times as much attention

is given television than radio in this instancee. It
should be obvious that televislon inherently has far
greater possibilities as a medium of education and énter=-
tainment, especially for young people, than does radioce.

The use of the term "inherent" should be marked—as a
medium of public service, television has, in a considerable

measure, failed to fulfill its obligation.

The figures shown in Table XI summarize time
devoted to these media in relationship to the occupa-
tionael status of the chilef wage earner of the family,
Examination of these data indicates no apperent trend in
viewing and listening time with respect to occupational

statuse.

A glance at the figures shown 1n Table XII,
which relates to viewing and listening time for tele=
vision and radio, respectively, 1ndicates trends similar
to those pointed out for Table Xe There does nct appear
to be any definite relationship of viewing and listening

time to the educatlonal status of the parents.
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TIME DEVOTED TC TELEVISION AND RADIO IN RELATIONSHIP

TO AGE AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS

Age 30 to Sii months sif to 78 months
Sex Male Female Male Female
Television
Average view-
11'18 tine,
minutes:
Daily ]4209 3302 13903 9300
Weekly 300 232 975 651
Radlo
Average lia-
tening time,
minutes:
Daily 8.7 L;Z-S 3?06 31.8
Weekly 61 278 263 220
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TABLE

.50

TIME DEVOTED TO TELEVISION AND RADIO BY CHILD SUBJECTS
IN RELATIONSHIP TO OCCUPATIONAL STATUS

OF CHIEF WAGE EARNER IN FAMILY

Television Vieuing Time, Minutes
Occupationsal
Average 30 to 54 Months | 54A to 78 Months
Status
Males Females Males Females
Professional | Daily 53.6 2044 100.3 97
Weokly 375 113 702 679
Semi-profes- | Dally 575 0 88 0
sional
Weekly 403 0 616 0
Business, Daily 33.3 0.9 138 103.3
owner or
manager Weekly 233 286 966 723
Skilled la= | Daily 53 9.8 L6 555
borer
Weekly 371 64, 32 389
Semi-skilled | Daily 264 0 0 99.3
leborer
Weekly 185 0 665
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TABLE X I == CONTINUED

Radio Listening Time, Minutes

30 to Sl Months Sif to 78 Months
Males Females Males Females
6.6 2546 ) 10.0

L6 179 0 70
19.4 l.0 3.2 287

136 7 22 201
2346 T1.9 2l b

165 503 172

120 0 0

840 0 ' 0
0 0 hB.’-}

0 0 259




TABLE

X 3T

TIME DEVOTED TC _.TEVISION AND RADIO BY CHILD

SUBJEGTS IN RELATIONSEIP TO EDUCATIONAL

STATUS OF FAMILIES

Television Viewlng Time, Minutes

Bduca=
tional Average 30 to 5S4 Months | Sif to 78 HMonths
Status#
Males Females | Males Femrles
" iass A 53.6 | 20. .l
ass Dally o Oe 100,.3 .
Weekly 382 13 702 - 360
Class B Dally 1e2 %O.h 8243 9345
Weekly | 2868 263 576 655
Class C. Daily h2e5 97«9 72.1 11047
Weekly 298 685 505 775
Mother
Class A Daily 0 0 0 25,7
Weekly 0 0 0 180
Class B Dally Oa7 55.8 88.8 934
Weekly 2085 - 391 - 622 655 -
Cless € Daily 0 £5.5 46.1 105.5
Weokly 0 389 323 739
Families
Class A Daily 279 14 471 e b
Weokly 195 80 320 62
Cless B Daily L3l 393 1&7.2 81.0
Weekly 304 275 1,030 567
Class € Daily 3248 5063 38.1 99.8
Weekly 230 352 267 699

#See ppe 33=34 for deseription of classes of educationzl
status,
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X I I = CONTINUED
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Redio Listening Time, Minutes

30 to 5l Months St to 78 Months
Males Females lales Females
369 25.6 0 1.6
27 179 0 102
18.9 12,3 50.1 BO.B
132 86 351 286
0 120.0 0 36,0
0 840 0 255
1.9 25.6 0 0
13 179 0 0
10.1 MI,.B 37.6 23s%
71 35l 263 165
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 n
8e3 133 0 2066
58 93 0
9e6 2366 6.l 35.1
67 162 L5 6
0 120 7649 0
0 8l40 538 0
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DISTRIBUTION OF VIEWING AND LISTENING TIME
OVER THE HOURS OF THE DAY BY
CHILD SUBJECTS

The data summarizing the distribution of view-
ing and listening time of child subjects are found in
Tables XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, and XVII.

Examination of Table XIII reveals several points
of interest. As ragards television, both age groups spent
more tims viewing from 4:00 bto L4:59 pe me About 23 per
cent of the males of the 30 to S month age group viewed
television from 9:00 a. me to 11:59 a. me, and 17 per
cent viewed from L:00 to l}:59 pe me The females of the
same age group showed 24 per cent viewing from 4:00 te
43159 pe me and 16 per cent viewing from 5:b0 to 5:59 pe.
me In the 54 to 78 month age group, 18 per cent of the
males viewed from L:00 to 4:59 p. me and 16 per cent viewed
from 5:00 to 5:59 p. me The females of the same age group
had 19 per cent viewing from 4:00 to 4:59 p. m. and 18 per
cent viewing from 7:00 to 7:59 pe me It will be noted
that the late afternoon appears to be the time when a

large portion of pre=-school children are viewing television.

There 1s more variation in radio listenlng time
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between the two age groups than in television vieuwing,
according to the findings of this study. The males of

the younger age group listened to radio between 8300 and
8:59 a. m. and between 6:00 to 6:59 p. me The Lemales

of the same age group listened before 8:00 a. me The
males of the Sl to 78 month age group listened before
8:00 ae. mej the females of the same age géoup listened
between 6:00 pe me and 8:00 pe me The time spent in
listening to the radio by the greater percentege of sub=-
jocts participating is early in the morning and early in
the evening. Generally speaking, this time coineides with
meal time. This trend is not noted from the data on tele=~

visione

Tables XIV and XV present the data showing
television vieuwing and radio listening time of subjects
during the day in reclationship to the occupational status
of the chief wage earner of the family., The data Indicate
that there is no apparent trend in viewing and listening

time with respect to occupational statuse

The figures shoun in Table XVI and XVII summarize
the viewing and listening time during the day in relation-
ship to educational status of the families. There appears
to be no notable trend with regard to time of day for
viewing and listening with respect to the educational

status of the parents.
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DISTRIBUTION OF VIEWING AND LISTENING TI.F DURING THE

DAY ACCORDING TO AGH AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTH

Television Radio
Daily 30-5l Sy £-78 30-5 Sl A-78
Pepriods Months Months Months Months
Fe=- Fg=- Few= Fo=
lMales neiog Males nales Males S Males . e
Por Cent of Totel
Up to 8
Qe Me : J 5 4 12 5 7 27 26 8
8-8:59
Qe Ie 3 5 3 5 23 1 18 5
9-11:59
12=3:59 8 10 T s 77 4 1 3 b
Be lle
L=l2:59
5=5:59
De Me 1 16 15 16 5 12 6 8
6=6:59
T=7:59
Pe Me 16 10 10 18 16 15 T 27
After 8
Pe Ne 13 10 9 12 2 0 2 9
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DISTRIBUTION OF TRLEVISIOHN

TABLE

X IV

VIEWED TIME DURING

THE DAY ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL STATUS

OF THE CHIEF WAGE BARNER

Uccupationel Age of Up to 8:00|8:00 to
Sub jects, | Sex 8¢ Tle 8:59
Status Months 8o Te
Professional 30 to B [Male 0 0
Femsale 0 0
Shif to 78 |HMale 0 6
Female 2 0
Semi-professional |30 to Sh [Malse 0 0
Female 0 0
Sl to 78 |Hale L7 L
Female 0 0
Business, ownor 30 to Bl |Male 0 2
or menagey J d
Female 0 5




T A

BLE

X I V == CONTINUED
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Daily Periods

9:00 t0|12:00 to|l:00 to | 5200 to | 6:00 o [7:00 to |Afber
11:59 3:59 4359 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00|
Qe Me Pe Mo Pe e Pe Mo De Ne Pe Ile Delle
Per Cent of Total
50 29 7 ] 0 0 0
0 8 92 0 0
20 16 13 22 8 10 5
3 13 26 20 6 20 10
21 7 kBT b 25 25
0 0 0 0 0 - 0
] 2 13 1 5 10 5
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 13 15 26 8 12
15 6 2l 5 ! 13 13 9
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TABLF

X IV = CONTINUED

Occupational Age of Up to 8:00| 8:00 to

Sub ject, | Sex Qe Me 8:59

Status Mionths . Be N
Business Sh# to 78 | liale 6 3

{(continued)

Female 8 11
Skilled leborer 30 to By | Mele 3 9
FFemale 2 7
ShifAto 78 | Hale 0 0
Female I 2
Semi=skilled 30 to B | Male 0 0
laborer '
Female 0 0
S to 78 | Hale 0 0
Female 0 1




ITABLE

X IV == CONTINUED
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Daily Periods

9:00 to

12:00 to|lh:00 te | 5:00 to[6:00 to| 7:00 to| After

11:59 3:59 | 4:59 5:59 | 6:59 7:59 8:00

8¢ Me | Do Mo P+ NMe Pe Me | Pe Me Pe Me |Pe e

Per Cent of Total

11 22 18 10 7 9 1
2 16 1l 11 7 16 16
3 15 31 7 L 15 17
7 20 16 19 9 8 12
0 6 30 25 10 1y 17
0 27 20 20 I 13 11
9 0 0 0 6ly 18
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 i 20 21 11 27 T




TABLE

XV

DISTRIBUTION OF RADIO LISTRIING TIHE DURING THE DAY

ACCORDING 10 OCCUPATIONAT, SiATUS OF

THE CHIFF WAGE EARNER

Occupational Lge of Up to 8:00(8:00 to
Subjects, | Sex 8. M 8:59

Status lionths Q. Me
Professional 30 to B4 | Male T 23
Female 0 1
Sifto 78 | Male 0 0
Female 0 0
Semi=professional | 30 to 5I | Male 8 23
Female ¢ 50
Shfto 78 | Male 0 0
Fenale | 3 8
Business, owner 30 to B} | Hele 0 0

or menager

F'emale o] 36




TABLE
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Daily Periods

9:00 to|12:00 to|l:00 to |[5:00 to| 6:00 to |7:00 to| After
9:59 3:59 | L4:59 Bs29 6:59 | 7:59 |8:00
8o IMe Pe Nle Pe lle Pe Me Pe Me Pe Me |Pe Me

Per Cent of Total

3 21 8 8 18 18 0
21 0 8 21 0 36 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 0 0 10 60 20 0
8 0 15 0 23 15 8
50 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 33 0 T 33 0 0
3 3 3 L2 25 10

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
50 1 0 0 0 0 0




TABLE XV == CONTINUED

Occupational Age of Up to 3:00|8:00 to
Subjects, |Sex Q. Me 8:59
Status HMonths 8¢ Ne
Business shidto 78 [liale 29 21
(continued)
Female 0 8
Skilled laborer 30 to Sip |Male 0 0
Female L7 5
Shfto 78 |Male 0 0
Female 0 0
Semi=skilled 30 to Bl Male 0 0
laborer
Female 0 0
Shfto 78 |Hale 0 0
Female 15 l




TABLE

X V == CONTINUED
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Daily Perilods

9:00 to [12:00 to|4:00 to |[5:00 to|6:00 to|7:00 to|After
9:59 3:59 4259 5:59 6:59 7:59 |8:00
Se Ile Pe Ile Pe e Pe Mo | Po Me | Pe Mo |Pe e

Per Cent of Total
20 0 Iy L 12 8 2
0 13 ¢ 416 0 33 0
0 0 0 0 O 0 G
2 0 2 1Y 16 1 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
15 12 2 0 s | 28 13
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TABLE

X VI

DISTRIBUTION OF TEIEVISION VIFWING TIHUE DURING THE

DAY ACGORDING TO EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF FAMILIES

Daily Periods

Educational Age of Up to|[8:00 to|9:00 to
Sub jects,| Sex 8:00 | 8:59 11:59
Status lonths Qe Me| 8o NMe 8¢ Mo
. Per Cont of Total
Fathers Class A| 30 to 5 | Male 0 0 50
» Female 0 0 0
Sifto 78 | Male 0 6 20
Female | 11 0 0
Class 3‘30 to 5l | Male 1 L 9
Female 0 5 F
ShAto 78 | Male 18 3 5
Female S 2 l
Class C| 30 to Bl | liale 0 0 2l
Female Iy 1 0
Sifto 78 | Male 0 0 0
PFemale | 1 18 2
liothers Class A| 30 to Bl | Male 0 0 0
: Female 0 0 0
Sifto 78 | Male 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0




TABLE

X V I == CONTINUED

Th

Daily Periods

12:00 to | 4:00 to | 5:00 to | 6:00 to | 7:00 to| After
3:59 h:59 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00
Pe e Pe e Pe Hle Pe le Pe le De e
Per Cent of Total

29 T 1 0 0 0
8 92 (4] 0 0 0
16 13 22 8 10 5
5 y2 5 5 32 0
1% 17 13 6 20 16

2l 15 13 13 9

12 17 15 6 10 U
15 21 19 ( § 17 12
) 2 21 7 1 10
13 5 1 2 i 3 1 25
7 22 h 4 4 4] 0
%h 7 1% 5 17 16
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 23 53 8 8 8
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TABLE XV I == CONTINUED
Daily Perilods
Educational Age of UB to [8:00 to [9:00 to
Sub jects, | Sex - :00 | 8259 11:59
Scatbus# ¥onths 8o Me| 8Be He S.e Ne
Per Cent of Total
Mothers Class B|30 to 54 (MHale : 4 3 17
Female 2 7 9
Shifto 78 |Male 13 3 9
Female| 2 2 L
Class C|30 to 5l [Male 0 0 0
Female 0 L 11
ShfAto 78 [Male 0 0 0
Female| 10 1 2
Families Class A |30 to 8} |lale 0 0 0
emale 0 9] 0
ShAto 78 |Male 0 0 1
Pemale 2 2 3
Class B|30 to 5L |Male e 3 18
Female 0 0 16
ShAtc 78 |lale 16 Ly 9
Female 0 4] 0
Class C|30 to 54 |Male 0 2 20
Female 3 12 i
Slidto 78 |HMale 0 0 0
Female 9 12 6

#'or a description of classes of educational status

see pPpe 3

3=3le

TEXAS STATE COLLEGE POR WOMEN
LICRARY




TABLE

X V I == CONTINUED

76

Daily Pariods

LL:00 to

12:00 to 5:00 to| 6:00 to | 7:00 to| After
3:59 1159 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00
Pe lle Pe Ile Pe lle Pe lle Pe lie Pe Me

Pepr Cent of Total
1 17 1 5 16 13
9 18 11 9 17 18
13 17 15 7 12 11
18 21 16 T 19 11
0 0 0 0 0 0
18 30 21 12 2 2
0 40 Ll 8 I
8 1 1 5 1% 15
15 15 31 8 23 8
0 0 4] 0 86 1L
0 32 23 9 % 18
17 25 18 6 1 9
16 19 10 3 1 15
ly 56 7 5 5 v
15 1 1 7 12 9
19 23 15 8 ph 21
10 12 19 9 19 9
12 7 18 16 10 18
5 35 27 9 12 12
10 10 15 10 20 10
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DISTRIBUTION OF RADIO LISTENING TIME DURING THE DAY

ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF FAMILIES

Dally Periods

Educational Age of Up to [8:00 to|[9:00 to
Sub jects, | Sex | 8:00 8:59 11:59
Status Months 8¢ Ne ¢ Ille e Me
Per Cent of Total
Fathers Class A |30 to 54 |Male g 27 0
Female 0 Rl 21
Si#fto 78 |Male 0 0 0
Female 0 0 5
Class B30 to 5L [Mesle 10 19 10
Female 0 38 50
ShfAto 78 [Male 25 18 19
Pemale 12 T 5
Clags C|(30 to 54 [Male 0 0 0
Femals| 47 5 2
Shfto 78 [Male 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0
Mothers Class A|30 to 5l |Male 8 17 0
Female 0 1 21
SiAto 78 |Male 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0




TABLE

XV X T = CONTINUED

78

Daily Perilods

12:00 to | 4:00 to | 5:00 to | 6:00 to | 7:00 to | After
3:59 ly:59 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00
Pe Ile Pe IMle Pe e De Moy Pe e Pe e

Per Cent of Total
26 9 5 i} 112\ 0
0 7 22 0 3 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 10 32 37 16
0 10 5 2l 19 5
12 0 0 0 0 0
L N 6 15 7 2
13 3 9 22 19 Iy
0 2 0 0 0 0
0 2 1y 17 1 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 25 50 25
33 17 0 8 17 0
0 T 22 0 36 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
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PTABLE XV ITI ==« CONPINUED

Dally Periods
Educational Age of Ug to |8:00 to |9:00 to
Sub jects, | Sex 00 | B8:59 11:59
Status Months 8es Me Ble IMe 8 NMs
Per Cent of Total
Mothers Class B |30 to By [Male 6 27 6
Female| 3l i 15
ShAto 78 |Male 26 18 20
Female 8 5 8
Class C (30 to 5l |Male 0 0 0
Fenmale 0 0 0
ShAto 78 (Male 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0
FamiliesClass A |30 to 54 [Male 6 2l 3
Female 0 19 25
shAto 78 |Male 0 0 17
Female 3 7 5
Class B |30 to 5l |Male 11 23 11
Femele 0 36 50
ShAto 78 |lale 29 21 20
FPemale| 10 Ly 10
Class C|30 to 54 |Male 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0
ShiAto 78 |liale 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0

#For & description of classes of educational status,
see ppe 33=34.
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Daily Periods

12:00 to | 4:00 to | 5:00 to |[6:00 to | 7:00 to| After
3:59 L 259 5:59 6:59 7:59 8:00
Pe Me Pe Me Pe Me Ps Dle Pe Ne Pe lle

Per Cent of Total
6 6 6 2l 16 3
3 2 10 12 10 0
3 3 6 15 7 2
8 2 8 2h 28 9
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 Q0 0 0 0
17 12 3 18 15 3
0 6 19 0 31 0
33 0 E 3 ¢ 13 0 0
3 3 3 56 18 3
0 0 11 22 22 8]
1 0 0 0 0 0
0 L il 12 8 2
12 1 10 8 32 13
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
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CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS OF
CHILD SUBJECTS

The concentrational aspects of child sub jects
were grouped into five categories, as follows: full
attentlion; less than full attention; partial attention;
very little attention; end no information. These degrees
of concentration, together with the numbers of subjects
falling into each class, are found in Tebles XVIII, XIX,
XX, XXI, and XXII.

The figures shown in Table XVIII present the
concentrational aspects of child sub jects according to
age and sex of children. Examination of these data dise-
closes an average of L0 per cent of those participating
gave full attention and 33 per cent gave less than full
attention to televislon programse. There was no marked
difference between boys and rirls with regard to concen=
tration aspectse. About 7l per cent of the child subjects
gave full attention to radioe It should be noted that
one cen give full attention to radio more easily than to
televisiones These figures imply and substantiate thils

contentione

Tables XIX and XX summarize the concentrational

aspects of television and radlo, respectively, for the
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child subjects according to the occupational status of
the chief wage earner. The subjects in families of the
professional and semi-skilled lsborer classifications had
a greater percentage giving less than full attention to
television programs. Subjects from families of the semi=
professional, business owner or manager, and skilled
laborer classifications had more subjects giving full
attention to television programs. All classifications
had a majority giving full attention to radio programs
except the skllled laborer group, which had the majority
of subjects giving very llttle attention. The majority
of subjects for both radio and television gave full atten=-
tion or less than full attention to television and radlo

prograus.

Tables XXI and XXII present concentrational
aspects of child subjects with reospect to television and
radio listening, respectively, according to educational
status of families. In each classiflcation of father,
mother, and family educational status the majority of
subjects gave full attention to television and radio pro=-
grams with less than full attention being next in point

of predominance.
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XAVITTI

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS ACCORDING TO

AGE AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS

o~ 30 to 34 St o 78
2 Months Months
Sex Males |(Females | Males | Females
Concentrational Television: Per Cent of Total
Aspects
Full attention L2 40 37 46
Iess than full
attention 4s 35 28 25
Partial attention g 12 g 16
Very little
attention i 3 5 >
No information 3 10 25
Concentrational 4
Aspects Radiq. Per Cent of Total
Full attention 93 Iy 80 80
Iess than full
attention 0 16 15
Partial attention 7 8 0
Very little
attention 0 32 3
No information 0 0 0 2
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TABLE XTIX

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS OF CHILD SUBJECTS WITH RESPECT
T0 TELEVISION VIEWING ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL

STATUS OF CHIEF WAGE EARNFR

Occupational Age of
Sub jects, |Sex Full
Status Months Attention
Professional 30 to 5 [Male 25
Female h2
Sifto 78 [Male 2
Female 5
Semi-prcfesaional 30 to 5 [Male 50
Female 0
Sifgto 78 |Male 2l
Female 0
Business, owner or 30 to 54 |Male L8
manager FPemale 36
Sifto 78 |[Male 39
Female 38
Skilled laborer 30 to 5 |Male L1
Female L3
Shfto 78 |Male 60
Female L2
Semi=-skilled 30 to 54 [Male 27
lahorer Female 0
Shifto 78 |Male 0
Female 52
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X I X == CONTINUED

Concentrational Aspects

Iess Than Full
Attention

Partisl
Attention

Very Little
Attention

o
Information

Per Cent of Total
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TABLE XX

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS OF CHILD SUBJECTS WITH
RESPECT TO RADIO LISTENING ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL
STATUS OF CHIEF WAGE EARNER

Occupational Age of
Sub jects,| gex Full
Status Months Attention

Professional 30 to 54 [Male 93
Female 71

ShAto 78 Male 0

Female 80

Seml-professional 30 to S84 [Male 92
Female 100

ShfAto 78 [HMale 100

emale g0

Business, ouner 30 to Bl [Male 0
or menager f'emale 100
Shifto 78 [Male 8

Female T

Skilled laborer 30 to Bl |[lale 0
Female 2 M1

Shfto 78 [Male 0

Female 0

Semi=-skilled 30 to Bl |Male 0
laborer Female 0
ShAto 78 |Male 0

Female 72
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IABLE X X =-- CONTINUED

Concentrational Aspects

Less Than Full | Partial | Very Little Ho
Attention Attention Attention Information

Per Cent of Total

0 7 0 0
29 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
20 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
4) 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 5 5
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
3 10 Iy 0
0 L 0 0
0 0 0 0
19 1 53 0
0 0 0 o
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
28 , 0 0 0




TABLE XX I

CONCENTRATIONAL ASPECTS OF CHILD SUBJECTS WITH RESPECT
TO TEIEVISION VIEWING ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL
STATUS OF FAMILIES

Educational Age of Full

Sub ject, Sex
Statuss Months | Attenidon

Fathers Class A |30 to 54 |Male 25

Female L2

ShifAto 78 |Msale 2l

Female 84

Class B |30 %o 5 [Male 40

Femnle 36

ShAto 78 |Male 38

Female 118

Class C |30 to 5l |liale 62

Fermale L1

SiiAto 78 |lMale 61

Female 3L

liothers Cless A (30 to 5l |[iale 0

Female 0

Shifdto 70 |iale 0

Femsle 100
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TABLE XX I == CONTINUED

Concentrationel Aspects

Iess Than Full Partial Very Little No
Attention Attention Attention | Information

Por Cent of Total

57 0 11 7
50 8 0 0
6 1 10 19
0 11 0 5
119 L 7 0
2 25 9 1
22 7 3 30
27 12 b 9
17 i} 0 7
36 0 0 23
25 3 8 3
22 30 10 Iy
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
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IABLE XZXI ~-- CONTINUED
Educational Age of Full
Sub ject, Sex
Status Monbhs Abvanelon

ifothers Class B |30 to 54 Male L2
Fomale 37

Shfto 78 [Male 37

Female 50

Class C |30 to 5l [Male 0

Female 43

Shifto 78 [Male 36

Female 33

Familles Class A (30 to 5 [iale Lé
'ermale 29

ShAto 78 [Male 27

Ferale 58

Class B |30 to 5L [Male 39

Female 35

ShfAto 78 [Male 33

I'emale 32

Class C | 30 to Bl [Male L5

Female Ll

Bliifto 78 [Male 56

Fenmale Lo

#For a description of classes of educational
status, see pp. 33=34.
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TABLE XX I -- CONTINUED

Concentrational Aspects

Iess Than Full | Partisl |Very Little Ho
Attention Attention | Attention Information

Per Cent of Total

45 7 2
25 1% 7 16
27 5 5 26
27 15 6 2
0 0 0 0
L3 9 0 [
0 0 20
la% 20 2 22
146 0 8 0
0 L3 1y 1
9 0 % 60
17 17 2
6 10 2
%6 21;5, 12 b
2 6 2
23 9 g 25
L 7 e
43 ; 5 1
31 X Iy 8
36 18 3 3
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TABLE

XTI

CONCENTRATIONAL, ASPECTS OF CHILD SUBJECTS WITH

RESPECT TO RADIO LISTRNING IN RELATIONSHIP TO

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF FAMILIES

Educational

Age of

Subjects, | Sex Full
Bhabnan Months " Attention

Fathers Class A | 30 to S [Male 91
Female T

Shfto 78 |Male 0

Female 79

Class B | 30 to 5 |Male 95

Fermale 100

Sifto 78 [Male 80

Female 27

Class C | 30 to 5l |Male 0

Female 1L

Bifto 78 |Male 0

"emale 100

Mothers Clasg A | 30 to 5l |lMale 100
Female g

ShAto 78 | Male 0

Female 0
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XX T 1I ~- CONTINUED

Concentrational Aspects

Iess Than Full | Partial |Very Little No
Attentlion Attention Attention Information
Per Cent of Total

0 9 ] 0

29 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

11 0 0 0

0 g 0 )

0 0 0 0

7 9 4 0

L9 19 0 5

0 0 0 0

19 1 53 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

29 0 0 0

0o 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
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FABLE XX I.I =- CONTINUED
Educational Age of Full
Sub jects, | Sex
Status+ Months Attention

Mothers Class B |30 to 54 |Male 90
Female 37

SiAte 78 |Male 80

Female 80

Class C |30 to 54 [(Male 0

Femals 0

amilies Cless A |30 to 5 |[lale 91
Female 76

Shifto 78 |Male 0

Fenale 90

Class B |30 to 54 |Male 100

Female 100

ShAto 78 |Male 100

Female 75

Class C [30 to 54 [Male 0

Femsale 1

Shdto 78 [Male 76

Female 0

#'or a description
status, see pp.

of classes of eduecational

33"’3’-{ [
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XX IJTI -= CONTINUED

Concentrational Aspects

less Than Full | Partial | Very Little No
Attention Attention Attention Information
Per Cent of Total

0 10 0 0
1 10 39 0
T 9 i 0
15 0 3 4
0 0 0 0
0 0o 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 9 0 0
2l 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
o v} 0 0
10 0 3 3
‘0 0 0 0
19 g1 53 0
0 0 0 0
9 11 L 0
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Table XXIIX presents a sunmery of the num-
ber of television and radio programs vieuwed and heard
aecording to the age and sex of 56 pre=school children.
The data indicate a diffecrence in sverage nuber of pro=-
grans viewed dally and weekly with respect to age and sex
of children. There was a slight difference in average
number of progrems viewed between the males and females
of each age groupe. The outstanding difference appears
to be that the older age group viewed riore programs daily

than the younger age groupe

The females o0f both age groups listened to
nore radio programns than did the boyse There was, how=-
ever, no difference between the two age groups in this

respecta

From these data it would appecar that an
averare of three programs are viewed on television to
one heard on radlo. This wonld indicato that television
is very definlitely occupylng riore of the child's time

than is radio.
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TABLE XXIZITI

NUMBER OF TELEVISIOH AND RADRIG PROGRAMS VIEWED
AND HPARD IN RELATIONSHIP TO AGE
AID SEX OF CHILD SURJECTS

Age: 30 to 5L Months Sié to 78 Months
Sex: Male Female Male Female
Television

Number of

programs

viewed:

Daily 1.7 1.1 o6 3.0
Weekly 11.9 TeT 32,2 21,0

Radio

Number of
programs

hoard:

Daily 0.5 103 0.9 lou
Waekly 3.5 9.1 6.3 908
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TYPES OI' TELHVISION AND RADIO PROGRANMS

SELEGCTID BY CHILD SURJECTS

The data pertalning to types of programs viewed
and heard ‘'by child subjects are found in Tables XXIV, XXV,

XXVI, XXVII, and XXVIII.

A scrutiny of Teble XXIV gives an overview of
types of programs these subjects actually viewed and heard
during the course of this work by sex and age of child
sub jects. There 1s little difference in the type programs
the males and females viewede The same types of programs
vers vliewed by both age groups; the younger age group
viewed more chlldren's programs than did the older age
groupe. However, the older age group viewed children's
programs more often than any other types of programs,

The older age group had a slightly larger per cent view-
ing oach type of televislon progrem except children's
programse lWestern and musical programs were the next most

popular Types of programs viewed by these chlld sub jects.

The sub jeets listening to radio showed a pre-
ference for music, comedy and music, news and comedye.
There was a slightly different percentage 1n each sex
and age group, but these four types of programs were dom=-

inant among all radlo programs heard by the chlld sub jectse
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The outstanding feature of this table is that
television is offering more children's programs and that
the sub jects participating in this study prefer child-

ren's programs above other typese

Tables XXV and XXVI show the types of television
and radio programns, respectively, viewed and heard by
child sub jects according to the occupational status of
chief wage earners. In each occupational classificetion,
more child subjects viewed children's programs than
other types except the males of the 30 to &) month age
group of the semle=professional and seril=skilled laborer
classification groupse These children viewed westerns

most oftene

With respect to radio listening, the child
sub jecta of each occupational classification heard diffe
erent types of programs, The subjects whose families
were in the professional clessification listened pre-
dominantly to muslc; those from families in the seni=-
professional classification listened to comedy; those
from business owner or man:sger classifications listened
to comedy and musicj those from famllies of skilled
laborers listened to newsj and those from famllies of

somi=skilled laborers listened to suspense, music, and
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comedy and musice Therefores occupational status of the
chief wage earner showed a decided difference in the types
of radio programs hearde There appears tec be no distinct

reagson for this variatione.

Tables XXVII and XXVIII give the types of tele=
vision and radio programs, respectively, viewed and heard
by child sub jects according to the educational status of
the famllies, There are no speclal trends other than the
fact that childrents programs of televlsion were viewed
most of'ten. The only exceptions to the previcus state=
ment are to be found iIn Class C of educational status of
fathers, in which females of the Si£ to 78 month age
group viewed musical programs most often; im Class A of
the educational stitus of families, the feriales of the
30 to Ely moanth age group viewed comedy programs most

frequently.

In each educational classification for fathers,
mothers, and famllies, sub jects shown In Classes A and B
heard musical programs most often on the radioe In Class
C of the father and famlly classificatlions, there was
more varlety in types of programs hearde In Class C of
the fathers' classification, suspense ranked filrst with

news and comedy next in ordere. There were none in Class
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C of the mothers! classificationes Wlth respect to the
family classification, Class C, comedy and music, and

neus were the types of programns heard most often.

There was a considereble variety in the types of
programs these sub jects heard when considered according
to educational statuse The television viewers, on the
other hand, saw mostly children's programs, westerns, and

musical programse
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TABLE XXIV

TYPES OF TELEVISION AND
ACCURDING TO AGE AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS

RADIO PROGRAMS SELECTED

Types of

Programns

Age and Sex of Child Subjects

30 to Si s to 78
Months lonths

Male I'ereale Male Femals

Television: Per Cent of Total

Children's programs
Western

Suspense

Comedy

Story

lMusic

Fusic and comedy
News

Quiz

Relligious

39 48 3y 35
12 8 15 11
7 3 6 S
7 9 9 13
S 3 7 6
12 15 7 9
11 9 13 11
3 2 6 6
3
0 0 0 1
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TABLE XX IV -= CONTINUED

Age and Sex of Child Sub jects
fypes of 30 to Sh 54 to 78
Programs Honths Months
Male |Y¥emale | Male | Female
Radlo: Per Cent of Total
Childrents prograns 0 4 2 10
Western 0 11 by i
Suspense 0 1l 2 10
Comedy 16 3 11 27
Story 0 b 3 7
Music 72 2l 11 18
Comedy and music 12 25 53 10
Nows 0 23 Uy 8
Quiz 0 6 4]
Religlous 0 3 0
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TABLE

XXv

TYPES OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS VIEWED BY CHILD

SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIOR

OP CHIEF WAGE EARNER

Occupational [Age of '
Sub jects, | Sex gﬁi;ﬁg;g ®Western
Status Months '
Professional [0 to 54 Male S3 b
Female 100 0
chd to 78 | Male 3 18
Fenale i 8
Semi=-profes- [0 to 54 liale 1 21
sional Pemale 0 0
5hf to 78 | Mele 32 1
I'emale 0 0
Busginess, 30 to 84 Male L7 11
owner or Foriele 46 9
manager
ZhA to 78 | Male 28 12
Fenalo 23 11
Skilled lsbore30 to Si Mele 41 7
Female Lye 8
Big to 78 | Male 47 15
FPemale 43 16
Semi-skilled B0 to 9 Male 19 36
leborer Female 0 0
EbA to 78 | Male 0 0
Female L 12
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X X V == CONTINUED

TABLE

Types of Programs

jlusle

and |News|Quiz|Religious

Comedy

Suspense |Comedy |Story|Music

Per Cant of Total
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TABLE

XXVI

TYPES QOF RADIO PROGRAMS HEARD EY CHILD SUBJECTS

ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION OF CHIEF

WAGE BARNER
Occupationel |Age of Children's |,
Sub jects, | Sex Programs |@°0%te™n
Status Months
Professional (30 to &84 Male 0 0
Femels 7 7
Shf to 78 |Male 0 0
Femals 10 0
Semi=-profes= [30 to B} Male 0 0
sional Pemals 0 0
shf to 78 |Male 17 17
Female 5 3
Business, 30 to &4 tale 0 0
ouner or I'emale 15 0
mengger
uf to 78 |Male 0 2
Female ol 20
Skilled 30 to 54 Hale 0 0
lsborer Femeale 0 16
544 to 78 |Male 0 0
Female 0 0
Semi=skilled | 30 to 54 Male 0 0
Female 0 0
L4 to 78 |Male 0 0
Famale I 2
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XXV I == CONTINUED

TABLE

Typeg of Programs

Quiz|Religiocus

Music

and | Reows

Comedy

Suspense| Comedy [Story| Husle

Per Cent of Total
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TABLE

XXVIT

TYPES OF IELL:VISION PROGRAIS VINWED BY CHILD SUBJECTS

ACCORDING TOQ EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF PAMILIES

Educational Age of '
Sub jects, Sex cgigfﬁzgas Western
Status Months &

Pathers Class A|30 to 9|4 liale sl L

Female 100 0

Shd to 78 |liele 3y 19

Feriale 43 32

Class B (30 to 4 Iale 33 12

Female L7 9

Shf to 78 |lale 33 13

Female Lo 9

Claas C|30 to 5} Male 52 17

Female 23 12

S to 78 |Hale 53 19

Femalo 17 12

iHothers Class A |30 to 54 Male 0 0

f'emale 0 0

Sk to 78 |male 0 0

FPemale Sy 23
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TABLE XXV7IJI =~ CONTINUED

Types of Programs

Husic
Suspensge | Comedy |Story|iusic| oand |News| Quiz|Religious
Comedy

Per Cent of Total

3 0 11 7 7 0 2} 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
l 10 9 10 8 2 3 1
0 5 S 5 0 11 0 0
n 9 S 13 15 3 3 0
3 9 9 L 12 2 3 2
6 9 6 15 8 0
5 15 6 Z 12 2 B 1
7 3 7 10 3 0 0 0
2 18 2 20 11 5 7 0
6 8 6 0 8 ¢] 0 0
6 10 6 18 11 17 2 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 G 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 ) 0
0 4] 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 23 0 0 0 0 0 0
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TABLE XX VIJI ==« CONTINOED
Educationsal Age of
Sub jects, Sex C?iidﬁgzgs Western
Status* Honths &

Mothers Class B|30 to 54 Male 38 12

Peomals 36 12

Shf to 78 |Hale 32 17

Female 37 13

Cless C|30 to S Male 0 0

Female 58 4

Shf to 78 |lale 84 0

Fenale 29 ]

Families Class A|30 to 5| HMale L6 8

TPemale 0 17

Sh£ to 78 |Male 46 18

Female h2 9

Class B|30 to 54 Male 37 10

Female 72 9

shf to 78 | Male 29 15

Femsle 35 17

Class C|30 to %4 Male Lo 18

Fenale 30 8

shf to 78 |Male 53 12

Female 27 9

#For a description of educational status

classifications, see ppe 33-34.
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XX V3I3JT -= CONYINUED
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TABLE

XXVIIZI

TYPES OF RADIO PROGRAMS HEARD 5Y CHILD SUBJECTS

ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF FAMILIES

Educational

Age of

Children's
Sub jects Sex Western
Status* Ionths ’ Programs
Father Class A[30 to SL ¥ale 4] 0
Feriale T 7
sS4 to 78 [Male 0 0
Female 11 0
Class B[30 to &4 Male 0 0
Female 13 0
s to 78 |Mele 2 Iy
Pemale 15 5
Class C|30 to 54 HMale 0 0
Female 0 16
S4f to 78  |Male 0 0
Fomale 0 )
llother Class A|30 to 5k Male 0 0
emale 7 7
SiA to 78 |Male 0 0
FPemale 0 0
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XXV ITIJ~~ CONTINUED

TABLE

Types of Programs

Quiz |Religious

Music

and |News

Comedy

Suspense |Comedy |Story |Music

Pepr Coent of Total
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TABLE XXVIITI == CONTINULCD
Educational Age of '
Sub jects, Sex c?iidiggss Western
Status Months sran
‘Mother Class B|30 to S |Male 0 0
FPemale 3 12
Shf to 78 |Msle 2 I
Female 11 Iy
Class 30 to S ilale 0 0
Female 0 ¢]
Shft to 78 |Male 0 0
'emale 0 0
Families Class A[30 tvo 34 Male 0 0
Female 6 6
Suf to 78 |Hale 0 0
Femalse S 3
Class 30 to &4 Male 0 0
Female 1 0
Shf to 78 |Male 17 17
Female 1) 5
Class 30 to %4 Male 0 0
Female 0 16
ShA to 78 |mMale 0 2
Female 0 0

#For & description of the educational status
classes, se® ppe. 33=3Y,
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XXVIT]~-=- CONTINUED

Types of Programs

Husic
Suspense| Comedy| Story |[Music| and |News | Quiz|Religious
Comedy
Per Cent of Total
0 19 0 71 10 0 0 0
0 2 3 17 2L 29 7 3
2 11 4 11 52 1% 0 0
10 28 7 18 10 3 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 c 0 0 ¢
0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0
0 20 0 65 15 0 0 0
6 6 6 58 6 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 48 0 25 5 17 0 0
0 0 0 100 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 8 50 0 1 0
0 32 17 0 17 0 0 0
15 17 10 i5 13 ly 5 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 2 0 19 16 | 4o 5 2
2 9 2 12 57 16 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 ) 0 0
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SPECIPIC TRLEVISION AND RADIC PROGRAL

PREFERENCES OF CHILD SUBJECTS

The speciflc television and radio progrems
seen and heard by child subjJects are presented in Tables
XXIX and XXX,

An inspection of Tabhle XXIX discloses the
specific television programs viewed most often by the
group participating in this study and the programs
these children avowed to be their preferences. "Houdy
Doody" was the favorite of the largest percentage of the
entire group. "Kiddie Karnival® and "Ding Dong School"
follow in order of preference. "Howdy Doody," "Westerns,"
and "Xiddie Karnivel" are the programs in their order of

stated preference for television prograus.

An interesting feature of Table XXIX is that
"Howdy Doody" was the specific television program viewed
and avowed as the child subjects! favorite television

prograne

Table XXX denotes the specific preferences as
heard and avowed by radlo-listening child sub jectse The

younger malecs and the older females preferred rusical
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programs. The females of the younger age group preferred
news programs and the males of the older age group pre-

ferred the "Early Birds" and "Breakfast Club."

The avowed specific radio preferences were of
a large variety. Of the 30 to &4 month age group, 50
per cent avowed no favorite ruadio program. The older
age group had different preferences, none of which pre=-

dominateds
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TABLE XXIX

SPECIFIC TELEVISION PROGRAM PREFERENCES IN
RELATIONSHIP TO AGE AND SEX OF
CHILD SUBJECTS

Age and Sex of Child Sub jects

Progrum 30 to 5l Months Shf to 78 Months

Males Females Males Females

Per Cant of Total as Determined from Data

Howdy Doody 26 23 24 22
Xiddie Karnivel 17 23 19 16
Party Time 9 7 b )] 10
Bobby Peters 1 9 10 Iy
Time for Bennie 3 i 8 10
Kate Smith 0 13 0 12
I Love Lucy 8 I} 7 7
Ding Dong School 20 6 7 2
Kitty Playhouse 3 10 L 7
Farm T'dition 0 1l 7 10
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XX I X -« CONTINUED
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Progrem

Age and Sex of Child Sub jeects

30

to 54 Months

siid to 78 Months

Mal

es Fenales

Males

Females

Per Cent of Total Avowed by Intervievees

Howdy Doody

Roy Rogers
Vesterns

Kiddie Karnival
Ding Dong School
I Love Lucy
Cartoons

Bobby Peters
Ione Ranger

Cartoon Time

37
2l
13

0
13

0
13

32
0
16
16
0
0
16
16
0
0

30
20
30
0
10
0
o
0
10

33

25

18

> O O O




TABLE XXX

SPECIFIC RADIO PROGRAM PREFERENCES IN RELATIONSHIP

T0 AGE AND SEX OF CHILD SUBJECTS

Age and Sex of Child Subjects

Progrem 30 to Sl Honths sif to 78 Months

Males Females Males Females

Per Cent of Total as Determined from Data

Music 76 27 6 20
Early Birds 3 15 25 ) ¥ 11
News 0 38 U 3
Beulah 7 0 6 19
Breakfast Club 0 12 25 0
H1ll Billy Hit

Parade 15 0 3 7
Arthur Godfrey 0 ) 21

Junior liiss 0 0 0 15
Big John and

Sparkle 0 0 0 15
Double or

Nothing 0 L 0 7
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121

Program

Age and Sex of Child Sub jects

30 to 54 Months

54 to 78 Honths

Males

Females Males

Females

Per Cont of Total Avowed by Interviewees

Let's Pretend
Archie Andrews
Music

Gene Autry
Terzan

Apthur Godfrey

Mr. and lirs.
KNorth

Beulah
Father Knows Best

No favorite progran

33
17

50

25 25
25 0
0 0
0 0
0 25
0 25
0

0 0
0 0
50 25

17
17

17

17
16
16
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OTHER OBSERVATIONS DERIVED FROM INFORMATION

GATMERED FROM SUPPLEMENTARY

DATA SHEETS

The data reveal several additional polints of
interest concerning selection of progrems, remarks made
by sub jects during programs, and later references to

programs.

In selecting television progreams, 55 per cent
of the child sub jects selected thelr own programs; moth=
ers selected programs in 13 per cent of the cases. The
females of both age groups selected their own programs

more often than the males of each age groupe.

On the other hand, radio programs were selected
more often by the mothers (3} per cent of the brograms
were selected by mothers); 26 per cent were selected by
the chlld subjectse The results are just the opposiite
for television than for radlo, the child sub jects pre-
dominantly selecting their own programs for television

and mothers selecting the progrsms for radio.

Data concerning the remarks of child sub jects

during television and radio programs were similar. In
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70 per cent of the instences, the child subjects made
no renarks during the televlsion programsg 27 per cent
remarked sbout the programse About 56 per cent made no
renarks concerning radio programs; 38 per cent commented
on radio programs. Results concerning these media are
similar in that the majority of subjects in each case

offered no remarks.

Pertaining to references child subjects uecre
known to make concerning television and radio programs,
child subjects 1in general made no references to past
programs in terms of their artistic content. 1In conver-
sation uwith parents, the advertisements were the usual
form of reference made to past programs (mainly tele-
vision programs). Many products that were advertised
would "show up" in mother's market basket, if the
children were present during the shopping tour. There
uas a definite carry over from advertising to purchasing
products advertised for this group of pre-schocl childe

Slle
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The study covered in this report deals with
the 1impact which radio and television exert on the lives

of pre-school children.

The children selected for thils study. were 35
of those enrolled in the Nursery School and 15 of those
enrolled at the Kindergarten of the Texas State College
for Womene Also included in this study were sixz children
enrollied in the Craft Plasy School, Denton, Texas. A

total of 56 children, therefore, were studled.

The survey method was used in mnaking this studye.
Arrangenents were made uith each mother by telephone; she
was asked to permit her youngster to participate in tho
surveye Loter, agaln by telephone, an appointment was
made to visit the home of each child included in the sure
veye These home visits were begun on Friday, IFebruoary

20, and ended I'riday, February 27, 1953.

FPamily information was gathered by the investi-

gator during the home visitse A folder was given to the

12);
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mother, containing the radio and the television-radio
check sheetse The child's nare, the day, and the date
were written on each separate page for the two=uecek
studye Extra check sheets were availeble in ths folder
in the event that they might be needed. Necessary
explanations for completing these check sheets were

glven to the mothers.

The check sheets were kept from Monday, March
2, to Sunday, March 8, 1953=—=the first weeke The second
week of the survey began lionday, lMarch 23, and ended on

Sunday, March 29, 1953,

The majority of the families, 39 in nuwbecr,
were those with the fathers working and the mothers serve-
ing as homeraakerse In 13 familics, both parents wero
employed; 1n six famllies, the father worked and the

mother was a parte=time student.

In summarizing the family educational status
of the children participating in this study, the great
majority of the parents were college graduates, or had
had some college tralninge The group, therefore, was
of superior status to the population as a whole with

respect to family educatione
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The data revealed several outstanding features
pertaining to television viewing and radio 1listening with
respect to these pre-school children. About four times
as much attention was given television as radlo in this
instancees The males of the older age group avereged two
hours 19 minutes daily viewing television; the females
of the same age group averaged one hour 33 minutes daily
viewing televisione The younger age group average 38
minutes delly viewing televisione. The child subjects

averaged 30 minutes daily listenlng to radio.

In general, these child subjects viewed tole=-
vision in the late aeftermoon and listened to the radio

in the early morning and early evenlng hourse

The concentrational aspects of child sub jects
showed that J0 per cent of those vieuing television gave
full attentlion to programs, as compared to TL per cent

of the child subjects who gave full attention to radio.

From these data it appears that an average of
three programs are viewed on television to one heard on

radio PY

The types of television programs viewed by tho

subjects 1n order of preference were: childron's progrens,
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"westerns," and musical programs. The subjects listen=-
ing to radio preferred nusicol programs, comedy and nusic

programs, neus, and coxnedy prograuns.

The favorite tolevision progrsms as tabulated
from check sheets revealed "Howdy Doody," "Kiddie Karnie
val," and "Ding Dong School" as first, second, and third
choices, respectively. "Howdy Toody," "westerns," ond
"Kiddie Karnival" were avouwed favorites at the time of

interviowe.

The favorite radlo programs of these subjects
as indlcated by the data, in order of preference, were:
rnusic, news, "Early Birds," and'Breakfest Club." The
younger age group avowed no favorite radio programs;
the older age group had diffcrent preferences, none of

which predomninated.

In selecting television programs, 55 per cent
of the child subjects selected their own programs; omn
the other hand, 33 per cent oi' the radio programs were

selected by the mothers,

The majority of the subjects particlpating made

no remarks during the television and radio programus,
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The child subjects, generally speaking, made

no references to past television or radio progromse

In no case were there distinct correlations
betueen viewlng enéd listening time, time of day of viecu=
ing and listening, concentrational aspects, types of
programs viewed and heard, and specific progrom prcfer-
ences in relationship to occupational or educational

status of famlly memberse.
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