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PREFACE

The revolution of thought which accompanied the social and
economic reorganization of tie nineteenth century is strongly
reflected in the literature of the period. Viriters for the
first time became imbued with the urge to instruct and to up~
1ift the great, unleavened masses, Literature came, therefore,
to have a conscious soclsl purpose in its demand for Justice
for the oppressed members of soclety.

One of the earliest and one of the most independent think-
ers whose works were permeated with this new sense of social
responcsibility was Viss Harriet Martineau. Ifor this reason, I
have chosen to examine the whole body of her writings with the
oblect of determining what her contribution to the literature
of social doctrine was, I'or a complete analysis of her treat-
ment of sociological problems, I have attempted to show the
significance of certain internal and external influences upon
her thought. 1In order to evaluate her ideas as compared with
contemporary philosophy, I Lave employed as a criterion the
tenets of Auguste Comte's system of positive philosophy.

As a result of this study I have established thut Miss
Martineau deserves a high place among the writers who first
incorporated soclal doctrine into literature. BSesides being
a pioneer woman in the whole field of literature, she made a

new application of the novel through her introduction of po-

litical economy into fiction. I huve, furthermore, presented
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evidence to prove thut ¥iss Uartineaun did not derive ber views
from Comte, as is commonly believed, but that she arrived at
them through independent thought,

For assistance in the preparation of this thesis I express
my gratitude, first of all, to Dr. L. M. Ellison. His recom=
mendation secured for me the graduate fellowship of the Depart=
ment of Znglish granted by the Board of Regents of the College
for 1930-32, FYor the suggestion of the subject and the patient
direction of my thesis I aslso express my appreciation to him,
Greatest of all has been the privilege of belng guided in my
studies by a man who 18 esteemed most highly by his students as
both a scholar and an inspirational teacher.

To others I gladly make acknowledgments. To Dr, C. D, Judd
I am indebted for my understanding of the principles of econom=
ics, which proved essential to the development of my thesis.
The training given me by Dr. Constance Loulse Beach in bibliog-
raphy-making and note~taking greatly facilitated the collection

of material for my thesis. Also, her gift of Household Zduca=-

tion, now out of print and therefore unavailable, proved an in-
valuable aid. For the courtesy and helpfulness of VMiss Mary S.
Buffum and her library steff I am indeed grateful., To all
others who assisted me in any way I express appreciation.

Anna Lena Wirz
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HARRI.T MARTINUAU; THE _HTR.NCE OF SOCIAL DOCTRIKE

INTO IINETLEINTH CENTURY LIT_RATURL

Cnapter I

Introauctvion

I'. Ilisvorical Backgrouna oI Ninctcenvn Century Liveraiure

knowlcuge O uhe perioa 10 wnilcn & wrilver oelongs makes
Doselble & more Lnorougn unucrsilsnuing of wvne sSpirity Or nis
work., Particulerly 18 inls iwrue whnen itne suvjeci~maiier of
an autnor 18 1nseparsbly linkeu wiin wne periou, &8s 18 tne
case wivn Harriey liartineau, une subject oI itne present svuauye
It comes within the scope O0I unis cnapter %0 set rIorin vrierly
an accountu Or the 1mportant movemenis in wne political anu
soclal nistory oI ine nineveenth cenwury anu ivnen o analyze
Iliss Marvineau's pniliosophy i1n wvne lignt 0I ine age 1in whicl
she livew. In this way vne Iounuuilon 18 laia Ior a crivical
examinatlion OI ncr social anu ceonomlc WNEOries anu an ap-
p;ulsal oI wne meens vy wnich sne sougnu LO eriecti lucn-
ncouea rerorms. Such a proceaure will make 1t possible o
acbermine ner rigntrul posivion in vhe nisvory or Englisn
prose liveraturc 0ol the centvury.

The ena OI itne eignieentn anu vne I1rsv uecaues OIr ihe
nineteentn century witnessca vhrce great revoiutions or Irar-
reacning errect: thne Amcrical Ke.olutvion, ¥he Frencn Hev=-
oluvion, ana wvhe Inaustrial Kevolutvivn. For scveral reasons
vhe Inaustrial Revolution originavew in Inglana; Knglana

was rien in ner aeposits Or coal anu 1ron; SsShe nau aceunu~



latea capival wnicn wus Seeking invesimend; sne possesscu
a large mcrenani marine Ior ine iransporivetion of goous;
ana, on account of the Agriculiural Hevoluition, she hau &
large supply oI cneap labor reauy Ior employment. Tnese
tnings serveu 0 stimulave tne innerently pracivical Lnglisi
minu, anu the result was tnree greail series oI uiscoveries
ana i1nventvions; namely, tne power-loom, ine stcam engine,
ana uvne smelilng o iron ore 1n%o metvaliic iron by coal in
tne rorm or coke, all or wnicn t{rausformeu tnglanu from an
agraiculiural to an inuustrial country. Tuae Agriculiural
Kevolution reformed agricultural meinous anu estiablisheu a
new system or lanu tenure, IOr lanu IOormerly culiivatieu
unuer tne ‘“oper-Iielu’ anu wne "iuree-fielu’ sysiems became
"encloseuw". "Free-nolacrs’ auu 'copy=-noluers” became Liabor=-
ers on large estates oI lanued proprietors, or were ejecieu
Irom vne lanu which their Iorefatners hau tillea for genexr-
ations berore them. The movement towarus ine inuusirial
centers 1nereaseu by leaps ana bounus, itne final outcome
being the creation of a larger class oI wage=esarners. Outb
of inese itremenuous cnanges 1n agriculivure ana inuusivy
came a muliituae or social probvlems. In conirast to ine
large numbers thnat were reuucea to starvaiion levels was

a new class o1 rich manuracivurers. Complications lLikewise
uevelopeu from forces outside tne kinguom. ‘I'ne Duke of

Wellington's viciory at Watcrlco brougnt ine continental wiv



to @ close but left HZngland with the uébris of war at rer
doorstep~~~an enormous debt, a small group of wealthy landowiers
and manufactursrs, & huge mass of poverty=stricken farm lubore=
ers and factory-workers, and a large number of unemployed war
veterans.

fter 1615 democrugy became a dominant fact in Znglish 1life,
aL.uough it was yeuars before it gained full recognition. The
cnampions of reform nad been hammering away since the late years
of the past century. How their forces grew stronger as liberale
minded st:tesmen jcined their ranks; middle-class enploycrs
and lowecre-class employees united in the agitation for change.
I'he rich middle class of manufacturers and trades people was
determined to edge its way into soclal and political prominence,
to a degree equal to its economic strength. The upper class,
with stolid self~complacency, hung on tenaciouwsly to its hither=~
to impregnavle position. The capitalistis were quick to see tuat
social reform uust come through political reform; 80 they wel=-
comed the strength of the masses in a crusude for an extension
of suffrage and & reapportionment of parliamentary representation.
3% last tue Leavy atwmospnere of political turmoil cleared with
the passage of tie groat Reform Bill of 1832, wuich effected
tie transfer of supreme political power from the hands of the
landed aristocracy to the upper middle olass,.

Puis ushered in a period of concentrated reform, which
lugted from 188%2 to 1848, during which time old abuses were
swept away and changes were wrougit in almost every field eof

human activity~---political, social, economic, religlous, and
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educational, Industrial transformation made great heud~

way. oclence made rapid strides, especially in astronomy,
puysics, asricultural chemistry, and sanitation. Heligious
relorms modified the relation of the Chureh of “ngland to the
states OCoclal 1life took on & quiet respectnbility with the
accession of wueen Victoria to the throne in 1837, aiter which
time dueling disappeared; Sundays were strictly observed; norals
and manners became characterized by a marked restraint; a decided
reticence surrounded life problems; an overabundance of clothing
indicuted a prudisnness in dress; homes were furnished with ugly.
heavy, decorative things; prettiness became the chief objective
in art; prejudiced tradition fought staunchly against innovations
in philosophy, science, and religion; and an effort was made to
accontuate social distinctions.

The congtant hubbub of reform slackened after 1848, and
Sngland settled down to & period of unprecendented improvement.
Between 1648 and 1866 ingland became the workshop ol the world.
Darwin's Origln of the Specics (1859) stimulated popular thought
to a controversy between the scientific tieory ol evolution

through a "survival of the fittest™ an. the Bible. The twenty
years hetween 1866 and 1885 are distinctive ior tieir marked
acecretion of material prosperity. & high voint in the niastory
of democracy was the passage of the Xeform Bill of 1867, which
meant real democracy at last, becamse it enfranchised two~thirds
of the male population., By the Elementary Hducation iet of 1870
public f{ree uwchools were established for the first time. In

response to public opinion parliament passed laws to benefit

the working people. After 1874 a series of agricultural calame
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ities befell iIngland. Farning was injured by a succession of
cuttle plagues; competition with American food stuffs caused
& tremencous Grop in prices; snd these conditions were inten-
sified by successlive bad yearss The final outcome was that
inglend became nore predominantly menuf:cturing snd dependaed

more then ever om foreign countries and colonies for food.

Il. An Anelysis of Hurriet lMortineau's Philosophy

Such was the sge--=-an age of demooracy and industriglism=e=-
in which narriet Mertineaou lived. Since the history of thought
has been atrongly affected in every age by the accompanying
nolitlcal, social, and economic conditions, this scems to be
the proper place to examiné the philosophy which Miss Martineaun
came to hold the course of her life. Such an examination will
make it nossible to angwer two all-important questions; What was
the effect of the age urnon iss Martineau? Vhat effect did she
have upen the age? The guestion which first arises is, what is
philosophy? For the purpose =t _hand it may be dcfined as a
hypothetical interpretation of the relation of human experience
in sn effort to explain and co~ordinate the fundamental prin-
ciples of life. "Specifically,"” according to Will Durant,
"philosophy means and ineludes five fields of study and dis~

lnalph Philip Boas and Barbars M;nnahnﬁagooial Baoﬁfgounns
1ish Literature. pp. 191=244; John Buc » bde, A History
i!EeraEE?é, DD 415-417; Willism He Crashaw, The
[) ) fersture, Revised edition, pp. 528-000;
am Ve Toody end Robert Morss Lovett, A Histor, of
gggliah Literature, Revised edition, ppi 297 =398 52£-ﬂ4g;

eorge F. Reynolds, English Literature in Fact and Story,

DPe 266~267; Je Saiwyn chepiro, loaern and Eonfemporggx
European History, pp. 25-88.
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. 2
course: loglic, estheties, ethies, politics, =nd metaphysics.”
It was in the spheres of polities and metaphysies that Harriet
Mertinesu's chief interests lay. The purpose of this division
of the chapter is to reveal the development of her metaphysical
philosephy in crder the better to understand tne tenets o¢f her
political philosophy, which is to be examined in gubsegquent
chapters.

Between the ages of seventeen and thirty (1819-1832)

3

Harriet Martineau ecame to regard her Unitvarian belief in
revelation and miracles as inennsistent with the philosophical
doztrine of necessity, which held that human life was govermed
bty the operation of law rather than by the caprice of & Divine
Powers TUp to the age of twenty the religion she depended on
for her best remource was, in her own words, briefly this;

eevesl believed in a God, milder and more beneffcient
and passionless than the God of the orthodox, seeess I believed
In inestimeble end eternal rewards of holine38} seecscveses
My belief in Christ was that he was ihe purest of all things,
under God; and his sufferings for the sake of menkind made
him cs gublime in my view end affections as any being could
2038ibly be. The Holy Ghost was a mere fiction to mes 1 took
all the miraeles for facts seseveee I belicved in a future life

as a continuation of the present, and not as a new method of
existences 4

2 me story of Philosophy, pp. B=14.

® The source for the facts in the life of Harriet
Mertineeu referred to throughout the thesis is her Auto=-
biography with Memoriels, Zd. by Maria VWeston Chapman, ILondon,
s VOLB8, 1-111e otnotes are generslly used only in
giving references for guoted material. The book will be

referred to simply =s Autobioaraphy.
¢ 1via., 1, 40.



7

From this orthodox faith Miss Marineau turned vltimately to
the doctrine of pwre necessity:

esees 811 the world is practicslly Neaessarian. All
humen ~ction proceeds on the supposition that all the workings
of the universe are governed by laws which cammot be broken by
human will. In fact, the mistake of the majority in this matter
is usually in supposing an interference between the will aznd
tae action of lam., The very smallest amount of seclence is enough
to enable any rational personm to see that the constitution and
action ¢f the human faoculty of Vill are determined dy influences
beyond the control of the posszsessor of the Luculty. 5

Ihis radical change in Miss Mortineau's views was the cul=-
mination of years of thinking, As a very young girl she wondered
ed that 80 vust a majority of the psople of Horwich could not
sec through the error of uniting the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost. But most astonishing of all; t¢ her, was the super-
ficiel scheolarship of the Uniturians which mede it possible to
accept or reject smy purt of the Scripbures, vinich they profcssed
to rcceive, a8 a church orx individuelly, without percelving that
such o procedure was entirely incompetitle with the conception
that the Scriptures were a record of divine revelation. 4t oix~
teen she became a religious feamatic in hex hero~worship of Dre
Lent Carpenter, a dissenting Uniterien winister. Iiis influence
is refleeted in her two early works, Devobticmal ixercises (1823)
and Treditions of Dalesbine (1830). Shrough him Miss Martinesu
was firet introduced to philosophy snd to the philosophy of the
Locke and Havtley schoole This acqualntence with philosophy led

her to cngoge in a bread and concontrated study of the works of

many Jmericon, Cermen, znd English philosophiecal writers. She

5 1via., 1, 110-111.



8

found, however, that she entirely disagreed with their "vague
metaphysical imegination™, which they termed "‘'spiritual
r,:xi.loso;:h:,-"“.6

Ltout this time, too, Miss Mertineau felt the need of being
able to distinguish vetween the knowable and the unknowable, bub
for the wost part she went on “floating and floundering wmong
metaphysical imag;inations".7 Her brother Jumes brought the whole
mavter %0 a4 climax when she, at the age of twenty, questioned
him about the dooctrine of necessity, only to bé edviged to find
it oul for herselfs ©She did so., Realizing her inclination to
gympathize unduly with the views of whatever author she happened
to be reeding, she resolved to read nothing until she had thought
out the »roblem herself. Then she read every available book on
the subject of the Will, end her views on neccssliy became fully
confirmed. As to the sffeet of necessitarianism on her bellef
in Christianity, Miss Martineeu says that it uid not prevent
her holdinz on to a pseudowacceptance of religlon for 2 loag
while. "Put at length," she declared, "I reeognized the mon=
strous superstition in its true chc.rcotervof a great feet in
the higtory of the race, and found myself, with the laost link
of 1y g¢hain sananped,---a free rover on the broad, bright breezy

8 By 1842 Miss NMertineau, perceiving

eommon of the wniverse,”
nothing =2t 211 in common between Unitarian theology and necoss«

itarian philosophy, had disclaimed the theology "in toto".9

® Ibid., 1, 105,
g Ibide, I, 167,

g 1bids, I, 116.
Ibid., I, 158,



Tals remunciation was the occasion of mueh criticism, coming
as it did shortly after she Lad been zwerded xrizes for t;ree
essays which she had entered in o coniest conducied Ly the
Uniterian sSociety in 1880-1832. The purpose of the casays
was t0 present Unitlerienism to Catholics, Jews, and ioham-
medana.l0

During a six~year illness {183€-1844) “isz Murtineaun
proved further into philosonhy, with the result that she be-
sme "intellectually capable of & wider philosophical survey”,
as is reflected in her Life in the Sick-Room., After much spee=
ulation on the old issue of the injustice and orueliy of the
scheme of things under "'divine goveramend”, sho arrived at the
simple conelusion that human beings wibth their limited facule~
ties could not understend the fuct of ths auiverss. 3he also
geined strength of conviction on the subject of future lLife,
heving long since “perceived that the doetrines of the im=-
mortelity of the soul and the resgurpection of %the body were
1ncowpatible".12

Turing the ten-year intervel (1844~1854) following her

recovery by means of measmerism, Harriet Martinesu arrived

loTitles of essays: "The Lssentlial Faith of the Universal
Chargh"=-=t0 Catholles, "The Falih as Unfolded by Many Prophets"
~-=to Mohammedans, aad "The Falth as Menifested through Israel®
~==to0 Jews.

1
ops oit., II, 182,

1
21pid., II, 186.
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at the final stage of her philosophy. 4lso, during this time
she published her own chief philosophicel works and translated
another of great importance. How certain obscurities became
clarified during her Eastern travels (November, 1846, to June,
1847) is best told in her own words:

eeseeStep by step as we proceeded, evidence arose of the
true character of the faiths which ruled the world; seveceese
The result of the whole, when reconsidered in the quict of my
study, was that I obtained eclearness as to the historical nature
and moral value of all theology whatever, sessccees It was evident
t0o me, esceseseethat & passage through these latter faiths is as
natural to men, and was as necesssry in those former periods of
human progress, as fetishism is to the infant nations, and in-
dividuals, .secselivery c¢hild, and every childish tribe of pcople,
transfers its own consciousness, .«ssee t0 all external objectis,
80 as to conelude them all to be alive like itself, ond passes
through this stage of belief to & more reusonable view; and, in
like manner, more advsnced nations and individuals suppose a
whole pantheon of Gods first, ~--« and then & trinity, eeesothen
a single deity; all the divine beings being exaggerated mel,eee.
sessseseIn proportion as this stage is passed through, the concep=
tions of deity and divine govermment become abstract and indef-
inite, till the indistinguishable line is reached which is
supposed, and not seen, to separate the highest order of Chris-
lan philosopher from the philosophical atheiste 19

As a result of her speculations upon the intellectual evolu=
tlon of men, iiss lertineau wrote Lastern life, Present snd Past
(1048) to illustrate the gemealogy and reletion of the old
faithg =--- the Lgyptian, the Hebrew, the Christian, end the
Yohemmedan,

Miss Martineau's survey of the progress of man is closely
akin to Comte's fundamental law of human development, known o8
the law of three states:

eeses There are but three phases of intellectual evolu=-
tion---for THe Indlvidual &s wegI as for the mass---the Tneo-

13 1v14., 11, 278-280.
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logical (Supernatursal), the Met ieal, and the Positive.
.....ﬁ the su ema?u'fa% pgse The mind seeks CausSes;
it aspires to knoWw &e essences of things, and How and WAY

of their operation. It regm all effee%s a8 the productions
of supernaturel agentSessesessesIn the Metaphysical phase, a
modification takes place; the supermatur agents are set
eside for abstract forees or Entities supposed to inhere in
various substances, and cepable of engendering phenomena,

In the Tositive phase, the mind, convinced of the futility

of all inguiry into causes =nd essences, restricts itself

to the observation on& eléssificatlion of phenomena, and %o

the discovery of the invariable relations of succession and
similitude whieh things bear to @ach other: in a word, to the
discovery of the laws of phenomena. 14

It wes not until the publicetlon of the Letters on the

Laws of len's Iuture and Development (18561), which consisted

of a correspondence conducted between Miss Mertineauw and Ire

He Go Atkinson on philosophieal maitters, that the full extent

of Miss Martineau's philosophical speculations and her complete
separation from all theology became well known. In tThe course
of the correspondence Miss lartineau's views became crystallized.
Just what this new development was is best related in her own
words

esees I had lesrned that, to form any true notion whate=
ever of any of the affairs of the universe, we must take our
stand in the extermal world, =--regording men as one of the
products and subjects of the everlasting laws of the universe,
and not ag the favorite of its Maker; sseecsssse I had learned
thet men judge from en inverted image of external things with=-
in themselves when they insist upon the Design argument,eeccees
I had learned that whatever conception is transferred by 'in-
stinct' or supposition from the humen mind to the universe
cannot possibly be the true solution, a8 the astion of any
product of the general laws of the universe ceunot possibly
be the original prinsciple of those laws. Hence it followed
that the conceptions of a God with any human attridbutes whate
ever, of & prineiple or practice of Design, of an administra~
tion of 1ife according to humen wishes, or the affairs of the

4conte's Philosophy of the Seiences, Trans. by G. IHe
Lewes, I, 10-11, ;
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world by the principles of humen morals, mast be mere visions,
eseveesss I had learned, above all, that only by a study of
the external and internal world in conjunction can we gather
such wisdom as we are gualified to attain; and thet this study
mgt be bona fide, ==~ personal emd diligent. 15

Miss Martineau clsims to have felt a great Joy when she had
at lest escaped from the superstition of Christian mythology
and had reached the stage of positive philosophy.

In the light of Comte's explanation of the opposite
starting points in philosophy, Miss Mertineau had begun her
speculations at one end end arrived at the opposite end.

The study of the external world end of lan is the ex-
ternal business of philesophy; and there are two methods of
proceeding; by pessing from the study of Man to that of ex-
ternal nature, or from the stady of externmal nature to that
of Men. Vhenever philosophy shell be perfeet, the two methods
will be reconciled: meantime, the contragt of the two dis-
*tinguishes the opposite philosophies, =--- the theologieal and
the positives. sseeseenll theological and metaphysical philos=-
ophy procceds to explain the phenomena of the external world
from the starting-point of our eonseiousness of human phenomena;
wherees, the positive philosophy subordinates the conception of
ifan to that of the eternal world. 16

But what was perhaps lMiss Martineau's greatest service of
all wam in the field of speculative thought was her admirable

condensed translation of suguste Combe's Philosophie Positive,

published in 1853, which she referred to as "the greastest
litersry engagement of {he:& 1ige". 27 comte (1797-1857), whom
George Henry Lewes celled "the greatest thinker of modern
times,=~=the man whose doctrine is to the nineteenth century

50p. eiti, II, 333-334,

lewhe Positive Philoso of A te Comte, Trans. and
condensed UY WATTIC mvm‘gz% B .‘TI‘%S"‘, N s
i)

Aubobio&rapgx. 11, 389.
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something more then that whieh Bacon's was to the sevemteenth
and eighteenth centuries”, 18 was the founder of sociology,
the founder of 2 new religion=--the religion of Humanity,=-
end the founder of positive philosophy,=so importent to mod-
ern sclentific development. Hiss Msrtinesu says that she
"became 'streagthened, stabdblished, settled' on many & great
point” o during her translation of Comte.

This analysis of the periods of development which Miss
Martineau passed through in her progress Irom metephiysies
and theology to philosophy establishes the fact that, con=
trary to unfounded assertion, e her philosophy was original,
that is, that she srrived at positivism through independent
thought insofar ss it is possible for anyone with sociel con=
tacts to do so. Two fuctors were at the root of Harriet
Vertineau's effort to find a satisfactory perspective in which
to regard 1life. One was purely personal. She had a strong
natural inelination towards wreligion, to which she turned for
resource during her sarly yeurs of physical and mental suffer-
ing. Her religion fuiled %o sustain her when she becsme aware
of inconsistencies in theological doctrines. The other in~

fluence was external. Harriet Martineau was born and reared

*8gomters pnilosophy of the Solemses, I, 1,

“%sutobiography, 11, 391,

28, Brimley Johunson (Hemry Craik, Ed., Inglish Prose,
V, 462) states that Harriet Mariineau beceme © éisprIe OT pos=
itivisn through lMr. Atkinson, whose philosophy was much influenc-
ed by thet of Comte.

John liorley (Critieal Miscellanies, p.2360) asserts that

"it was Mr. Atkinson who finally provided her with e positive
substitute for her older beliefs",
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in lorwich, where there was e oanghnt strugple for supremasy
between literaturc and industry. & iss Martineau herself ocame
of the industriel olass, her futher being a Horwlich manufucture
er and her mother the deughter of s sugorerefiner at How=
custle=on=Tyne. With & gquality of mind termed by critics muse
culine, Harriet Martinesu ¢ould not reconcile herself to an
environment that smacked of sham end pretenze. In an offort to
adjust herself socially, she "plunged fairly into the spirit
of her time, ==~ that of selfeanslysis, pathetiec aolt-pl&y,
typleal interpretation of obgzotlvo matters, snd abheme-meaiking,
in the nemo of God and aa", It ¢an haxdly be overemphesized
that the modifications in giu Yertinean's religion were
"necessary in their day", ) which wos an age of skepticisms
The final outcome was that, with thes aid of dooks, the exchange
of ideas with friends, the influence of her brother James, e
long period of illness, and wide travel, Miss lMartineau bee
came a thoroughlye=grounded positivist,

There 18 moed to be explieit upen twoe pointe: and those
are the relation of I'ies l:rtineau to He Ge Abkinson end the
degree of her dependence upon Auguste Combte, from whom it
heg bveen said she adopted hexr philosophye Although she hed
never seen lre Atkinson till Mey, 1lo4d, she owed to him her
recovery from her six-year illness, for he had given oounsel

P )
p Meh Walker, mg.gmxs.n:m Walordan Ags.De1826
O auteblograplys Is 157

“® torley, Critiesl Misoollaniegs Pe 960,
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to the sommambulist who hed mesmerised her, she is careful
to point out that he 4id not mesmerise her at Tynemouth be~
cause, she says, "iany persons who think it nccessary to
assign some marvellous reason for my present phiiosophiesl
views, and who ar¢ wawilling to admit that I could have
arrived ot them by my own meens end in my own way, have a
sgsserted thet Mr. Atkinson was my mesmoriser, and that he
infused into me pj.s own views by the power he thus gained
over nmy brein%. “ She further explains: "I ceriainly kuew
nothing of his philosophical opinions wien we met at Lenton,
cand 1t was not till the close of 1847, when, on settling
avout ny book on Egypt, I wrote him an sccount of my opinions,
end how I came by them, and he repliecd by & somewhat similar ;
confidence, that I had sny clesr knowledige what his views wnre/rs
Nle himself expresses his influvence over her in this manner:

"1 only helped you to do in a fortnight what you would have

done for yourself in 8ix weekS. e.sesessel found you out of {the
old ways, and I showed you the shortest way round ihe corner=--
thet's all. ‘"2

48 for suguste Comte, the only direct knowledge Hiss lMarti-

#ean had of him came after the publicetion of the Letters, when,
before beginning to translaete the Positive Philosophy, she "looked

®.at Lewes's chepter on Comte in ¥r. Xnight's Weekly Volume,
27

and at Tittre's epitome™. Qutside of this meager acquaint=

24
Auntobiography, II, 214,

<0 1bid., II, 215,

26 1hid,, I, £le=215,

27 1vid., 11, 371,
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ance she had got a "clear preparztory view, at second hand,
from a friend, eseees in 1850".28 The only other way thait she
could have knowa Comte was through Mr. Atkinson. In & lettver
to Miss Martineau after the publication of the Lelters he says:
"tThere does not secen to be any chance of my having got at
Comte's ideas through any indirect chennel, and I lknow nothing
of him directly. Rnightts volume by Lewes is the whole of my
acquaintance with him."'-"9 This evidence disproves any state-
ment to the effeet that Herriet Martineeu adopted her philosophy
from c¢ither Comte or itkinson, or that stkinson got his phile
osophy from Comte.
1t is beside the present purpose to criticise liss larti-
7een's philosophys. It undoubtedly compels respecet for its abun~
dence of substantial thought and admiration for its independ-
ences The only test which can Justly be applied to her doctrine
is, How adequately did it serve herg In an answer one must see
Harriet lartineaw in her lest years. Pronounced by physlcians
at the age of fifty~three to be fatally ill of en incurable
diceese of the heart and liable te die ot apy time, ¥iss Marti-
neen, failed to experience any dread or feer of death end felt no
reluctance at the prospect of pessing into nothingness upon her
departure. She comes out boldly in a stetement of her attitude

even at this time:

seses The objoctive and disinterested countemplation of
etornity is, in my apprehemsion, the sublimest pleesure that
human fzeulties are capable Ofscevvene
T T cm mictaken in suppocins that I am now vacating

¥y Log. cite

291bid,, 11, 966.
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vy wlace in the universe, which is to ve filled by another,=--
if I find nmyself conseicus a2fter the lapse of life,==-- it will
be all right, of courze; but, as I have saiG, the supposition
arpezrs Lu me absurds b

.
o
It remains to determine how positivism fitited lliss Marti-
neau ior exemining social matters. ?Primarily, it gave her a
seientific point of view, which enabled her to pursue investiga=
tions in an objective, disinterested way. Her sane raitionalism,
coupled with her broad experience, placed her far in advance of
most contemporary women. Cognizant of the operation of inviOlable
laws, she proceeded to analyze the causes for socisl evils before
attenpting to profier remedies for thems Lig exhibited in her en=
deasvor to reach a sctisfactory solution of the ultimate guestions
of human life, !iss Martineau was &n independent thiaker, and not
likely Yo be easily influenced by opinion. OShe posscssed o deep
womanly sympethy and was imbued with o strong desire to better
ihe conditions of those oppressed without indulging in = morbid
sentimentalism of which women social workers are often accused.
4t the same time Herriet Martineau never once fell into the
method of reforming throush preaching & moral, as most of her
contemporaries dide ohe only hoped to show the way by present=
ing fucts for her resders to think overe She was wise in pur-
suing such a course, for with democracy and education geining
headway, the People could demand what they wanted when publie
opinion buoeame strong enough. Harriet Martineau could percelve

the impossidility of thrusting reform upon people, and, as &

50
Ibid., II, 208, 439,
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resuli,she wielded a greater influence vhan she would have

otherwise, for moral reformers zre scldom appreciated. Lilss
the

Hartinssu's inlerest ingprogress of science was mauifested by

two ects; nemely, the publication oI the Letiers on Ilesmerism

%o refute absurd claims of ignorant medical men, snd the willing

of her head in the interest of vhrenclogy.



Chapter II
The Relation of Barriet Martineau to the Orthodox 3School

ol Politieal. Keonomy

A degree of indvetrialism hitherto unkncwn in history pre-
vailed throughout the nineteenth century in Imglend. The causes
end effects of the Industriel Zevolution have heen pointed out
in the preceding chapter in an effort to show that the era of
inCustrielism wes the culmination of forces which had been at
work for & long period of times The vast changes wrought by
bie Agricaltural revelution have likewlse been deelt withe It
remains to explain the conaition of affeirs previous to the
soclal rcorgaunizativan. Under the "domestic system', which
terminated with the inv;ntion of machinery and the ectablish=
ment of the fastory system, spinning snd weaving were done in
the home of & master avtisan, who wes assisted by a Lfew helpers
and members of the family. The only eguipment was a siumple
gpinning-wheel for the making of thread and & hand=-loom for the
weaving of cloth. The system of land tenure was substantially
the same as it had been since the fiddle Ages. TUnder the "open=
field" syasten communities woriked land together, the culilvated
lend being knovm as "common rights” and the fuel ond pasture
land as "waste". Contemporary with this system was the anti-
queted "three-field" gystem, whieh regulred thzt a third of the
land lie fallow each year to prewerve fertility. Dach furming
village wos independent, @8 there were ne itransportetion facil=

ities to permit on exehenge of productse Vast improvements in



20
tie farming industry changed ferming from a cummunity enter=
prise to a business which operated om = profit and loss basise.
With the improvement of rosty it beeame profitsble to sell
food products in the rapidly expanding indusirial centers.
Thus, inglend was changed from s land of isolated fFarming
villages to & lend of busy industrial centers, which were
brought close together by means of improved transpertation
and comrunicetion facilities.

In the 1ight of Comte's law of the threec states, what
historieal position in the development of human progress can
be cssigned to the industriel regime of the uinetesnth cene-
tury? This guestion cannot be answered without considering
thie fundamentals of Comte's system of philosophy, which, in
iLs scheme of systematic ¢lassirieation, typifies the smug,
scoure cnarzcter oif the uge.z One of the initial conceptions
of positive philosopuy was “that beautiful classification of
bae scienses co-ordinated by the luminous prinelple of gom=
mencing with the study of the simplest (most gencrel) phenom=-

éna, and procceding succeossively to the most complox and par-

viculer; thus arrenging the selences according to tholr de-

pendenee on each otherT. ¥ The scicnces Comte named Ir=Hie-

1Boaa and Hehn, Sociasl Backgrounds of English Literature,
Ppe 191-196.

o
o

T. 4. Tedley, Some Influences in Modernm Philosophic
Thought, p. 18

1 .
“Comte'a Philogophy of the Sciences, I 1.
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in the following order: astronomy, physics, chemistry, physi-
ology, oud sociology. 4 Tuderlying this classification was
another fundamentazl conception, thot is, “the conception of
31} the sclences---physigal and sceial-~-as bronches of one

5

to be investigated on one and the same method”.
. — o e s S s e ot ettt i p——————————

In classifying soclology as = science, Jombte wus purely an
innovztor. "Before him no one had ever schomed & Soclal
Seiencee. That the phenomena of society~=--of men zggregated
in megses=--=were governed by laws as gbsolute and rigorous as
those roverning cosmicel phenomena, wes barely suspectea; and
nothing had been done toward their systematic co-ordination.”
The aprlication of the preponderant principle of the law
of the three states dlsclosed the development of sosial progress
through militeristie, jJuristie, and industrial periods, corres=-
poading to theological, mataphysieal, and positive stages of
intellectual evolution. According to Comte, there was an
affinity between the uiweologicol and military regime, and be=
wreen the positive and industrial orders The intermediate
stage revealed o relation of apirituel and vemporal power.
By reczon of the intereonmnestiva of positivism znd industriale-
ian, Comte saw in the nineteenth century the time for the
definite formation of social aoiences.e To him there were
two indicrtions of a felt need for submitting the study of

social phenomens to positive methods; £irst, = marked interest

4

ibid., I, 46,

5 1bid., 1, 9~10.

6 1vid., I, 263,

'l Comte's Positive Philosophy, II, 299=333.
Philonongx of the Sciences, I, 246.
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in political economy; znd, second, aun inclinastion towsxrds
historiecal etud.ies.g

The predilection which the nineteenth century manifested
for political econony is the matter of immedlate concern. What
fundamental bases of guidance &id vositive pallosophy have to
offer politieal economy? "Positive philosophy recognizes but
one objeet of inguiry---that of laws. "10 In other words, it
maintained that the effects of the social situation were in
harmony with causes, as affirmed by investigotion conducted by
the methods of observation, experiment, and ccmpwison.ll Posg~
itivism rendered relative ideas which at first scemed absolute.
It di-tingulshed between "the study of the conditions wherchy
sociology exlsted, znd thet of the laws of its continuous move-

12
rient”, Pogitive philosophy rejected any noticn of the ceffec =

tiveness of the arbitrary action oi man upon the external world,
cxcept throush en understending of the operation of inevitable
nztural laws. without such knowledge, there could be no alter=
native but to wait for successive modifications to occur as a
result of the natural oruer of prog;resa.w

Nineteenth century political philosophers, when they at-
tempted to dimgnose the ills of English national econony, were

strongly conscious of these scientific truths of positivism.

Thid., T, 248.
101p3e., 1, 215.

ilipid., 1, 245.

121via,, 1, 250-251.

8Tyia,, 1, 245-251; Comte's Positive Philosophy, II, 210-257.
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Ingland had fallen heir to a whole mass of ocumbersome ceven-
teenth znd eighteenth century economic policics, znd for the
firat several decades of the nineteenth century industrial amd
commercial orogress was firmly held in cheeck at every turn by
legialative anachronisms. The iunvesbigation of political phi .-
losophers resulted in the founding of a new scilence---political
cconomy, which consisted of scientific formulas., The one word
which describes the politiesl ecomomy of this time is lelssez-
fzire, the “"doctrine whilch demands the minimum interfercnce by
government in economic and politieal offairs™, commonly desige
noted as the "TLet =lone” polieys The prineiple arose in France
during the late seventeenth and the early eighteenth centuries
in an effort o cownteract excessive goverument regulation of
indusiry. Baek of the theory lay the idea that, if let alone,
e@agh men would be stimulated to increazse the fruits of his
labors. By adding to the aggregaiec of products vlaced upon
the market for exehanze, ne sdded Lo his own snd other men's
nlansures, thereby contributing to iLhe advancement ol the world}4
Sueh wns the gemeral origin snd nuture of the elassiecal
ar orthodoz schonl of roliticsl esonomy. OFf thils scheol Ierriet
lnrtineau beeame a ploneer literary cxponent by incomporuting
the principles oropounded by the members of thiz group into
entertaining Little stories. She makes a oriticism of contem=-

porary cconomy which shows bthet she did mot conceive of thia

. The Fncyelopsedia Britannica, Fourteenth edition,
X111, 59T
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aepartment oi knowlsdge as finished, comploie for all tine;

esess Thon, there was ihe orderly compreheasion of what
I took to be the science of Politicel Hconomy, as elaborsied
by the Icounomists of our time: but I believe I chould not have
been greatly surprised or displeussed to have perceived, cven
then, that the nretended scienoe is no science at all, stricily
sreeiing; and thet so many of its perts must undergo essential
clinnge, that it may be a question whether future goneration will
owe wuech morce to it than the benefit (lﬂcqtlhhblc, to be sure)
off sztzblishing vhe grand trath tholb social alifairs nroceed
ecocrding to great general laws, 2o less than natural phenomena
of every kind. Such as Tolitical Tconomy was, however, I know
whet it meant and what it comprehended. 16

Before investigsting further ¥iss M:irbtineau's velotion to
the classical asnool of ecopomic thought, it becomes necessaxy
tc see who the umembers of this vody were anmd what priuciples

tiaey enunciated in the estsblishment of a new gciclxice. [he

«

Dersumiel eonsistea of adam smitih {(17:6-1790), Jeremy Benthan
(1748-1802), Thomas Robert walthus (1766~1Bv4), David Ricerdo
(L772-1825), Jomes i1l (17758-1836), and John Stuart 1l (1606~
1878).  «dam onith is generally credited with the oreation of

~Zaire doetrine,ond, in fuct, the founding of the

selence of solltlieal econony is often attributed Vo him. His

Inquiry into the Iature wud Csuses of the ealth of listions
(1776) embelles bthe doctrine in an eLaborute classical treat-
ment, but, strictly specking, Smith mede his study at & Lime
whin politieal cconomy was el o cowparstlvely advanced stage
of development, !iz tre.tise of the whole gamut of econoule

theory is sueh a mesterful performanee, however, that it com=

futobiogrephy ., TI, 244-245.
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pletely obscured the importance of the works cof his predecessors.l6
‘e was deeply indebted to the .rench "hysiocrats, who were pioneers
in political economy, for se incorporated the good elements cf

their doctrine into his grest work, 17 Thysioecratic theory,
applied to the economic sphere, meant the right of the individual
to get what he could by lsbor, freedom of exchange, and unrestrained
ed competition, and no monopolies or privileges.

Specifically, what theories did sdam Smith enounce? ¥He de=-
mrted from the "hysiocrats in making labor instead of mature the
source of supply of economic goods, 18 although he admitted that
labor was not the only factor in production. e held that division
of labor enpanced the productiveness of labor, “ith division of
labor, exchange becsme imperantive; hence money came into use as
a standard of value., 2mith maintained that labor was the real
measure of exchange value because labor never varied, but money
was used in men's transactions as the vehicle of exchange. Price
became complex in its later stages snd consisted of three ele-
ments: wages, the reward of labor; profits, the share of capital;
and rent, the recompense from land. Ve classified capitsl into
two kinds; that used for immediate consumption and that used to
yield revenue, the latter being again subdivided into fixed and
circule tins capital, ixed capital included rachines, duildings,
agricultural improvements, ard talents of the individuals, Cir-
culating capital included money, provisions in the !snis of deal-
ers, materials, and completed work in the hands of the manufac=-

turer or merchant. TLabor was designated as productive and

16 The #ncyclopaedia Britannica, X%, 885.

17 1bid., XVII, 885~886.

18 Jessie liae Ownsby, Carlyle's Relstion to the Zconomle
Thought of His Time (Unpublished thesiS), C.l.4s, 1930, Ds 14.
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unproductive, the former being employsd out of capital and
the laiter maintained by revenue. Smith advocated free trade
and denounced the mercantile system of protectiony He took a
stand ageinst government protection of industry. »ut he w:s

less absolute in his doctrine of non~interference by the govern=-

18

ment In the matter of national expenses,.
The chief exponent of laissez~feire in the political field
wos Jeremy Rentham, who ezrly revesled his discipleship of idam

Smithe Pentham's great work wes his Introduction Yo rinciples

of YMorals and Legislation (1789), wherein he defined the prin-
ciple of utility in terms of hedonistic mathematical ratios,

the component terms of whieh were the subjective elements of
péin and pleasure. Leglslation, accoraingly, must operate for
the "greatest happiness of the grestest number", now a stock
Phruses “Denthanism” end "uwtilitarienism” have since become
synonymous termse -

L work which had & very considerable bearing on the secience

of economics during the nineteenth century wes An issay on the

Principle of Population es it affects the Future Improvement of

Soeiety, by Chomas Robert lMalthus, published in 1798. It set
forth a purely original view:; "that populetion, when unchecked,
inereases in a geometrical ratio while subsistence only increases

in an srithmetical ratio". fThis oﬁinion cast a heavy, pessi-

19 The feyclopaedis Dritennica, XX, 8.4-8237.
§e]

Tbid,, ITI, 416-418.
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mistiec aspect over political economy, because 'zlthus assert-
od &3 & fact that population slways increused up tc the limits
ol the mesns of subsistence, the only positive checks to this
increase veing those of wey, famine, and pestiience, und the
degenerating influence of misery and vice; furthermore, he had
littlie faith in the capacity ol the human race to cxercise re=
straint and thereby better its conditlon. In labter editions
of the essay he permitbed the strictly mathematical part of
his theory to fall into the backgrouud, but he produced sta=
tistics to substantiatve it in genersl. He likewise made an
imvortant change by recognizinz that, in addition to the pos-
itive checks on population already enumeratec, & preventive
check whiceh he termed "'moral restraint'” existed, by which
he meent the postponement of marrisge accompanied by strict
adherence to the moral stendard. Walthus also fiwrst Lormu=-
lated the law of diminishing returns in agriculture, althougy
he did not term it thus or understand its real signifioance.gl
Yavid Rieardo, who was indebted to omith to some extent,
w:s mrely an cconomist., ¥e had no sympathy with the working
clasees, and regerded lebor as an ilmstrument at the hands of

Gapitul, hierrdo's chief work is the zrincipley of roiitioal

fieonomy and Jaxetion(l8l7). The essentizl propositions ol the

Ricardian system are "thabt en increase ol weges coes not raise
prices; ithet the vprofits eenm be raised only by e fall in wagos

end diminished only by & rise in wages; and thet profits, in

“ 1b1d., XIV, 744-745.
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the whole progress of society, re determined by the cost of
production of the food whieh is ralsed ot the grentest expense.
e set forth the doetrine that "exchange value is determined by
the labour expended in production. He considered toxation
a2 part of the oproblem of distribution. Some of Ricurdots best
works zre in the fileld of benking End currency and are based on
invaerisble mercantile princinles. i

James 17ill, the disciple of Jeremy Bentham, wnhno 4id more
to prepagzte Denthanism than anyone else, wrote his Elements 2£

Political sconomy as & bext-booke ilis chief principles may be

tims summurized: First, "the chief problem of practicael reform=
ers id!iimit the incresse of populatiom". Sccond, "the value of
& thing Gepends entirely un the gquantity of leubour put into it".
Third, “Tuneurned increment'! of land is & proper object for taxa=
tion".gv

John Stuart uill built upon the foundations of Ricardo,
Melthus, and Benthem. Fisg chief work consisted of aystematizing
end expounding the uwtilitariaenism of hig futher and Bentham. The
gocial idess of Comte end the St. Simonians greatly influenced
him, with the result that treditional utilitarienism became
hunmenized. 1711l regarfed the ifalthusgisn doctrine in its appli-
cation not as a barrier to progress vut ag g mesns fer the im=

vrovemcnt of the social conditions of the working elasses, whose

&2

e

Ibid., ¥IX, <81=-282.

Ibid., XV, 490.
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only chance of elevating their social positvion lay in re-
stricting their numbers. i1l was never entirely sstistficd
with the "ecouomic man™, never contented with regerding tke
eceumulation of wealth as the one end of human existence.“4

As elready intimated, political economy was a subject of
primary importence during the greater part of the nineteenth
century. It was popular as a topic of conversation. Liberal
parsons, radiesl reformers, and propagandist newspapers took
up the cause of the working classes. As the subjeet was added
to the curriculum of the schools, teachers of political economy
were in greot demand. Text-books were written so that children
counld be taupht the fandementals of the sclence, an example bee«
ing VaeWicker's Wirst Tessons in Political Leonomy for the Use

3
5

of Slementary Schools.

Harriet Vartineau became an outstanding leader in this new
movement when she hit upon the possibility of teaching the prin-
ciples of the whole science of politieuzl economy, "not by being
smotherea up in a story, but by being cxhibited in their natural
workings in selected pessages of sociel life". The inspiration

Zor the plan grew out oi her realing irs. larcet's Conversaiions

oun political Hconomy, which she had read "chiefly to see what

24
Ibide, AV, 490-493; Walker, The Litersture of tne
Vigtorisn .ge, pp. 166=169; Dictionary gi Lz tional Tlography,
XITI, 390~399.

5]
Helen A. Bomser,"Illustrations of Political Economy:
An Zerly sxample of the Case Metnod", sSocial sService heview,
III. (Jan., 1929), 243,
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=6
Politicsl Zconomy preciasely was". Jone Hr

:reetts beok "zttempte
ed to gimplify the language of political economy by conversations
batween the governess, lirs. B, znd her btrilliznt »upil, young
C:roline".27 It is 2 mistake, however, (o assume thalb Hurriet
Tertineau was entirely indebted to Mrs. lercet for her idea,
for "iss Wartineau, previous to her reading of the (Conversations,
had written and published some little stories on machinery and
wages, when W%hé;had not the remotest idea thut{ehé}was meditat=
ing writing on Politieal Leconomy, the very name Sf which wes then
either unknown tofbeg} or conveyed no meaning®. “ she wes sur-
prised to find thaet she had been teaching political economy in
her stories. Her interest in the subject had probadbly developed
from her constant reading of the Glohe newspaper since the
Tapoleonic Vars,

There is one outstanding difference between lirg. Inrcet's
and Herriet Wartineau's treatment of political economy. 1irs.
Marcet wrote chiefly for the upper classes, wheress Miss exrti..

rec wrote for sll., In the Prefzece to the first volume of her

Tllustrations of *oliticql Beonomy, Miss Mertinesn dedieates

the series of stories not to onme elass bub to zll, because of
the limitved wcquaintance with the sudject everywhere.

eesee 0litical Weonomy has been less studied than perhaps
any other science whatever, and not at all by those whom it most
eocncerns,~--the mass of people. Thig must be becsuse 1ts nature
end its relation to other studics ure not understood. It would
not ve put eway as dull, sbstract end disagresable. X9

<6 Autobiography, I, 1&S.

27 Bonser, QPe, gile, S4de

28 Autobiogra s 1; 1356.
29 Sges Clle, PDNe iv-v.
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There were, of course, reasons for the gencral neglect of
ystematie stndy of politicael ecomomy until ofter the first deg -
%;a-des of the nineteenth century. Most of the coonomists had been
iegists and literary men who hed not le=rmed “thst hebvitual spirit
of positive rationality”. p From this eriticism Comte exempted
‘dam Smith, who,‘ ne said, made no pretense of founding a new
special soience.él According to liiss lsrtineau, the complaint of
the people was that those who hed written on politieal sconomy
had written for the learned, a Tault which Suith's yeslth of
Hations bore., Furthermore, the followers of a leader in the
field of economics frequently disagreed; so the people be'qgma
bored in theilr theories of the operation of economic l&W.G“

It was in an effort to remedy this delfect in the treatment
of noliticel economy that Herriet Martinesu was determined %o
present the subject in & new way, although she emphaticelly
deuied any attempt to decoy idle readers by her way of present=
ins economic theories by means of fiction. Cf her method of
teaehing principles by nietures, she says:

eseseThis method of teaching Politleal Icomoumy has never

Jet been tried, except in the imstance of o short story or
sevarnte passace here and theres &3

o0
Comte's Philosophy of the uselences, I, «48.
Slgomte's positive rhilosophy, 1L, 204.
35 rrefece, Illustrationa Oof Political Leonoiy, I, ix=X.
©8 1bid,, I, xiii. :
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For the existence of soeial ills ¥iss lmrtineau said that the

peonle had only themselves to blame:

esese Unless the people will tazke the pains to leumn what
it is that goes vwong, and how 1t should be rectified, they
szunot petition Intelligently or effectually, and goverument
will regard thelr eomplaints as uwnrezsonabvle and their afflietion
rast help. 34

The a2im underlying liss lortinesu's tresiment of the many
social difficulties of her time was the same es thet which
motivated her trestment of politieal economye In the next
chapter her method of exemplifying the principles of political
economy as set forth by the members of the orthodox school of
politicel economy will ve investigatod. The object of subsequent
chapters will be to examine Miss llartineau's interpredation of
the issues involved in the pertinent problems of educ:tion, slavery,
the care of stnte dependents, domestic economy, and the position
of woman, ag revealed through her literary works. In this way it
will be possible to determine her place in the literature of social

doctrine,

% rviq.. 1 viii-ix.



Chapter III

"igs Mirtineau's Txemplification of the Principles

of Politieal Econony

Since 1Tiss Martineau's Litile tales illustrative of
volitical cconomy were her first suscessful atvempt st write-
ing on other than religious subjecta, it seems fitting to re-
1ate just how she happened to enter into ithe field of liver-
cture of soeclial docectrine. ihen her father died in 186, during
a time when "the banks were crsshing down &1l over Englana".l
his mamufactory was facing & financial crisis. The contenm=
rlated disaster ocourred in 1829, lesving lrs. Mariinesu snd
her daughters without an income. At one stroke the family
lost Lts gentility, o matter which none of them regretted as
they were then freed from the social convenlbions of the zentry
claogs. Horriet lartineauw herself was for the first time at
liberty to work ot her writings openly. The gueztion of her
future, however, was nol esasy to settle on account of the hand-
leap of deafness, which rencered her turning to music imposaible.
Her deafness likewise prevented her from becomiig & teachele
The winter of 182930 wzs a period of preparation for her
future work:

svaee During the daylight hours of that winter, I was
poring over fine fency~work, by which alone I earned any
moneys und after tea, I went upstalrs to my room, for my
day's literary LaboWPlseessessivory night that wintereeces.

I was wrliting b1ll lwo, or even three in the morning,=--

obeying wlways the rule of the house,---of being present
at the bresk@ast table as the elogk struck elghtex

3 Aubobioggbgnl, I, 1&9.
© Ivid., I, 146=147.
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In spite of these hardships, Miss Martinesu wes happy,
for she determined once for all what her future should bes
T1After long and mature consideration,'™ she wrote, at the
age of twenty-seven, "'1 have determined that my chief sub-
ordinate object in life shall be the cultivation of my in=-
tellectual powers, with a view {o the imstruction of others
by ny writing.'"3 In these words she expressed the spirit of
Comtian religion, the unselfish, altrusistic desire to live
for others. The circumstances of her decision to embody the
principles of political economy in didactic fiction have al=
realy been related. It must be remembered, too, that at this
time she was developing intellectually toward the doctrine of
necessity, which was to assist her in meinteining a purely
objective attitude toward matiters of sciences

Put the writing of books end articles and finding pub=
lishers for them are two differemt matters. Publishers re-
fused the tales "on the ground of the disturbed state of the
publie mind, which afforded no encouragement to put out new
books", “ Three things caused this state of unrest; the
failure of the Reform Bill, an epidemie of cholera, and a
new Order in Couneil. However, it was liss lartineau's
steady conviction that her work was wanted; so she was de=
termined that the publie should have its She was at last
compelled to make a most unfavorable contract with Charles Fox

® Craik, Engligsh Prose, ]Q 461-462.
4 .
Autobiography, I, 162.
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for publication by subseription, the stories to be published
monthly.

As was stated in the preceding chapter, lliss Martineau's
service in the field of economiecs consisted of exemplifying
the theories of the orthodox school of political economy in
story form, thereby making the principles end the laws of
thelr operation so simple that they could be readily under=
stood by people of all elaases, by old and young alike, Thus
it is clear from the outset that Miss lMaertineau did not pro=-
pose %o be an immovator in the realm of economics, that it wes
never her aim to set forth new theories. Her originality lay
in her way of treating contemporary economic doctrine, which
has since proved to be a most significent contribution to litere
ature. This being true, the interest of the present investigation
eenters in the literary treatment of economie principles rather
than in an anelysis of the theories themselves, although, of
course, the subject-matter and the manner of treatment are by
nature inseparable.

It is beside the purpose to examine all of the economie
principles that Miss Martineau deelt withe The study will be
confined to an exposition of her method of procedure in writing
the political economy tales, the general plan of her work, and
her manner of imcorporating economic prineciples into stories.
Insofer eg it is compatidle with the objective thus stated, an
effort will be made to point out Miss Mertinesu's relation to
members of the classical sehool of economics. It is impossible
to kmow definitely, however, Jjust how far Miss iartineau was



56
indebted to individusls of the group. That she was obligated
to them all in some measure is implied in her acknowledgment
of acguaintance with all of the best contemporary works on
political econonmy. In ceoneluding the chapter, an attempt will
be made to state how the Illustrationms of Political Lconomy was

received and what influenoe the series had upon Miss Martineauts
contemporaries.

In her method of writing the political economy tales, Miss
Martineau was thoroughly systematic. she Lfirst of all "made &
skeleton plan of the course, comprehending the Lour d.ivisions,
Production, Distribution, ixchange, and Consumption®™, and pro-
vided herself with all of the standard works on the sciences
Hoving set down subdivisions of topies and gone over her own
ideas, she real the treatment of the particular topic in all
of the books, and made notes. The next process, the most labor=-
ious but most valuable of all, was making the "Summary of Prine
ciples™ found at the end of each story. By this tine it was
possible to perceive "in what part of the world, and among what
sort of people, the principles of her number appeared bto operate
the most menifestly”. "The next process was to embody each lead-
ing prineiple in a character: and the mutual operation of these
embodied prineciples supplied the action of the story."™ If the
scene was forelgn or involved a seetion of England with which
she was not familiar, lfiss HMartineau studied books of travel or
topography, or depended upon information supplied her by traveled
friends. fThen, having reduced her material %o chapters and made

a copious table of contents for each, she paged her paper
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and wrote the story like a letter, "never altering the ex«
preaslion as it osme fyesh from her hraln".s

The oruer im whiech the prineiples of political econony
should be exenplilicd scemed to liss Mertinean 10 dotormine
itself, as she explains in the first rreface to the iLlustra=

tions of Tolitical loomomy:

A8 the necessaries and comforts of life must be produced
before they can be distributed, and met be distributed before
thoy ean be eonsumed, the order of subjocts soems 10 be deterw
mined by their nature.

We propose to show what Labour gen effect and how 1t is to
be encouraged and economiged and rowsrded; to treat of Capital,
its nature end oporation, and the proportions of its inoraa.ao%
and to exhibit the union of these two mighty egonts of Productions
Under the seeond hesd, Distribution, oocour the great questions of
Ront, Profits, wages, and Population, the verious modes of Intere
chenge at home abroad, including the conmideration of all
“onopolies, domestic snd foreigns Under the third hewsd, Con~
sumption, are considered the modea of Supply amd Demands ALl
thege and many more will be exemplifiocd in eketohes of sovolety,
in narratives of those who labour and earn and spemd, who are
happy or otherwise, secording ss the institutions under which
they live are good or bnfe 6

Underlying ¥ies Martinesu's soheme of illustrating polit-
leal economy im story form was the spirit of positivism, which
embraced both a scientific and a moral purpose:

eeves I toke my stond wpon Scionces Whether the truthse
attenpted to be illustrated by me on this oﬁroum be Tory, whig,
or inddesl, is & gquestion 1o be deternmined seesessnseselt comes
within the scope of oy object to illustrate cortein prinoiples
of Soclal uorals, o well as of Politionl Economyj but it s
altogether foreign to uy purpose to determine by what political
party those prineiples are the most satisfactorily recognizeds 7
Thus iiss Mertineeu wes, iike idsm Smith and Valthus, a social

philosopher rather them & pure ecomomist like Ricardos Hor deep

® Ivsa., 1, 192195,
6

I, xvii-xviii,
" Ibid., VII, vii.
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sympathy caused her %c look upon man, not as the “economic man®
of Rieardo's creation, but as a sociel being with humen desires
and feelings.

It was this understanding of humanity which enabled Miss
¥artineau, in the process of exemplifying the prineiples of
politieal economy, to write stories of sufficient interest to
hold the reader's attention throughout. Although the inherent
nature of the subject-metter did not lend itself to the fashion=~
ing of first-class fietion, it is only fair to erediit Miss Marti-—
7neau with eonsiderable skill in hendling the tales of politiecal
economy. The didactic purpose was not permitted to develop to
the poinl of being offensive; yet she endeavored never to lose
8lght of her object in telling each storys, In this aim Miss
Hartineau succeeded very well; with perhaps one or two exceptions,
when her interest in the story surmounted the didactic purpose.
The whole scheme of the stories afforded considerable varietye
In all there were twenty~-four tales, each complete within it~
self, and in most instances with different characters snd setting.
Viss Maréinesu was aware of the range which this plen gave her
tales;

+seseThore ean be no lack of subjects for such tales in
our own country, where the pauper end the prince, the benellcent
landlord and the unreasonable tenant, the dissolute grandee and
the industrious critizan, are to be found in the near neighbor=
hood of eaeh other, If we look farther abroed into lands where
different institutions vary the intereste of individumls, we are

furnished with rieh illustrations of every truth our science ¢an
furnish. 8

8 Ibid., I, xvii-xviii.
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The plsaces chosen for the setting of aifferent stories were
sometimes at home, in Zngland, Wales, or Irslandj or, sgain,
they were in foreign lsnds, inecluding ¥rance, Hjolliend, Siberia,
fudie, africa, aud vhe West Indiese Lach story was followed
by & "Summery of Principles” to assigt the reader in under=
standing the fundamentals of economicse

The first tazle of the serles, written to illustrate labor
as & fuctor of production, has its setbting in a British colony
loeated in the regiom of the Campe of Good Hope, in South Africa.
The opening of "rife in the ilds" discloses a small colony of
people the morming after an attack by savage nstives, who hed
carried away everything and hed left the settlers with only the
raw materials of nature end the labor of their hands to eaxn &
living. Under the lecdership of Captain sdams and Jr. and 1rs.
Stone, the inhabitants willingly set %o work to re-establish
themselves, sazch man was assigned the task for which his traine
ing vest fitted him, and when possible the men worked co=opera=
tively in groups, because it was belleved that "many hands maKe
quick work". With the suprly of human labor and natural ma=
terials inexhaustible, the setitlers not only regained their
former state of civilization but added improvements for their
comforts The two classes of labor, productive and unproductive,
ire Stome explained in this mamner: "'There is labour of the
head as well as of the hands,,.,,.. Any man w%% does anything

is a labourer, as far as his exertion goes:'" rase. Stone

¢ 1vid., 1, 70.
10 1p3q,, 1, 47.
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enluarged upon the ides by remarking thei in this sense the
King of ingland was a luborer even though he did nothing
more than sign the scts of parliament. Labor ill=directed,
're Stome pointed out by way of moral, was of no value, a8,
for instsnce, the wzlnut-shell boats which the ycung bhoy
(teorze mede in /fricz were useless there, but would have
been of value in Inglsnd.

Capital as the second facior in produchion is illustruted
in "fhe ¥ill end the Valley", which isg =z story of an iron-work
Toctory in the wild district of South Veles. Gith the object
of showing the interrelesiion of labor and capitsal, Miss Marti-

neau traced the develovment of the foetery from the time of its
erection to a reriod of high prospverity and from theance to
ruin. From sn infent industry with three hundred workmen in
its employ, the fuetory expanded until it reguired the labor
of eleven hundred mens. The laborers wrongly intcerpreted a
reduction of wiges to cul opercbing expenses as being due to
the instalment of machinery, although actually foreign com=
retition and wers had c:used a genersl slump in wages. when,
therefore, @ Loy w.s killed by the machinery, the workmen
seized upon the zccident as a pretext for making unressonw
able demands of lr. Wallace, the mensger. oLxcitement ran
highe The weeping mother of the dead boy could not be con=
soled. Vhen vrs. Wellace first appeared vefore the workmen
in an effort to explain that the accldent had been due to
the boy's carelessness, the people railed at her. Then, con=

vineed of her sincerity and sympathy, they guieted down. But
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the people were changeable, as crowds always ares They
again pressed MNr. Walluce with demsnds. His refusal to
comply led to a mob demonmstration znd to so much destruction
in the faetory that it had to be closed. In the eud the work=-
men suffered most because many were thrown ocut of work, where=
28 the entrepreneurs lost little beceuse bhe countlfy pzid them
for the damagess.

Verious characters in the story sxplain the primciples
by whieh lsabor and capital operate. Capital is defined by
Ire Hollins as that "'whioh is produced with a view to further
production"'.ll lire wallace further explains, "'As there must
be labour before capital, there must be capital before division
of laboure!" = Division of labor likewisec assists the increase
of capitele Fixed eepltal is defined as "money leid out im
land, buildings, machinery and tools. girculating cepitel

is the wea}th laid out with an immediste view to further pro-
duction."la For this reason it is better cslled reproducible
eapltal. Through the character Paul, a laborer in the factory
but & clear thinker, Miss Mertineau teaches & social lessong
"ivery man in soeiety ought to belong to one elass of
producers or the other, or to stimulate production by wseful
though unproductive labour,” 14
It is 7Paul, too, who explains why the interests of the labore
er and the capitalist, instead of being opposed to each other,

are mutual:;

1
Ibid., I, Z6.

12
1bid., I, 30.

13
" Ibide, I, 51.

Ibid., I, 77-78.
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“They {labor and eapitel) play into one another's hands.
Labour makes capitely e:pital urges to a division of labour;
aund a division of labour makx#s capital grow. when the people
we sre talking of are all supplied with t00l3,ecees.. they be=
gin to wralfic with the mext district, bartering tlheir manufac~
mre for whatever productions they may sgree to teke in exchanges
48 thelr manufacturing imppoves, they gel more wealth, and then
again, as they get more wealth, their manufscture improves;
they Lind new devices for shortvening thelir labour; they make
machines which do thelr work better than their own hands could
do it, till an iron~work becomes what we sce 1t here,~--a busy
scene where men directs the engines whose labour he once per=
formed; where esrth and air and fire =snd water are used for his
purpogses &8 his will directs; and a hundred dwellings are filled
with plenty where for want of eapitsl, men once wrapped them=
selves in skins to sleep on the bare ground, and cut up their
food with flints." 15

Similerly, Miss Martinesn could see no reason for antagonism
tetween the interests of the manufecturing and the egricultural
classes, whose interests were elosely united, since the increase
of agricultural carital made possible Lurther employment of
nmanufaeturing and commercial, as well as z2gricultural labore
I"iss Martinesu allied herself with the utiliterians when
she took the wview that capital and labor should be so employed
a8 to secure the largest production. 5he considered large
units of capitzl preferable to equal aggregote amounts of small
unifs of capital. ohe admitted, however, that capital could
become too large, snd that it was so when i1t outgrew its
managing power.lv The adventages of large caspitel are illuse
trated in a story of land enclosures, “Brooke and Brooke Farm".

The story runs as follows: After accepting an enclosure offer,

.t Ibidl. I: 28~30.

16
"Brooke and Brooke Ferm®, Illustrations of Political
Economy, I, 146-147. g

b LOC. _m'
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George Gray became cowfortably established., On the other
hand, Grey's friend Norton kept his farm and grew steadily
poorer; while old man Williams, ouce fairly well off, be~
come destitubes 1In his extreme want the old man turned to
sheep stealing, for which he was eonvieted, His wife and
children were thrown upon the parish for 2 living. As Hortom
« and others recognized the prudence of enclosures and scld their
land to Mr. lalthon, a large proprietor, prosperity snd happi-
ness came {0 Brooke, and education cume wibh the other good
thingse. iidss Mortinesu recognized the humen element in the
gveel 0f the ownership of land, as shown in a speech by Uile
rmalthon vo Sir Henry: "'It is natural enough bthat wen should
18
iike belng proprietors better than being labourers.!"

ifigs lMartvineaun seceded to the lalssez-fulre tradition of
economics as applied to the factors of productions

Labour should be proteeted by securing iis natural
Liberty; that is=-=by showing no partiality, and by removing
the effects of former pertiality. 19

The interest of cepitalists best determines the extent
of the eapital; and any interference of the law is therefore
unnecessary.

The interference of the law is injurious; as may be seen
by the tendeney of the law of Juccession in France to divide
properties too far, and of the law of Primogeniture in Fngland
to consolidate them too extensively. 20

In her treatment of the subject of distribution, whiech is
the next large division of the series, Iiss liertineau wss

again concorned with laborers and capitalists. ILike Adam

¥ 114, 1, 5.
gp

"Surmery of Prineiples Illustrated”, Illustrations of
Political Eeomomy, I, Xix=xX. TR

v "Brooke and Brooke Farm", Illustrations of Political
EOODOH' I, 147.
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Smith, she divided capitalists into iwo groups: 'those who
nold in possession the naturzl agents of production, as rand~
ovners; and those who employ . these natural agenya, &8 Farmers,
or others who applied capital %o land or water®. " In the dis-
trivution of weelth, landowmers received thelr share in rent,
capitelists in profits, and laborers in wsgess

In the Tlla of Garveloch tales, which come under the sub~
ject of distribution, liss Mertineau rcvealed the real sig=-
nificance of }althus's statement of the law of diminishing
returns in sgriculture as it wes related 4o the pupulation
question. These sre asmong her most powerful stories. The
setbing iz the Islands of Garveloch, newr Sesflend. After the
ceath of her father, Elle, & girl of twenty-five, was pere-
mitted by the laird to live with her three brothers on a most
undesirable plot of ground, whioh would not have provided even
a bexre subsistence except for the expenciture of much labor
onG the exerecise of geod mensgarial practices. For about the
first year the lend did not yield any renit, but by uiilizing
cvery natursel resource it was mede to produce some rent there=
after., In contrast to the industry of Ella's little family
were their reletives, the Murdochs, who lived on & very (esire
able ferm. Through pure shiftl;ssneus they fell into such
hopeless streits that they could not meet theilr peyments.

Furthermore they brought sicknegs upon themeelves by not

9
% "gllae cf Garveloch", Illustirations of Political
Economz, II, 142=143.
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keeping their home sanitary, and even lost & ¢hild as &
resuli,

Aside from the exemplification of economic and soaial
principles, "Ella of Garveloeh"™ possesses qualities of a
more strictly literary nature, £lla is a heroine of sirong
and adinirzble traits of eharacter, Her unfaltering devotion
to her 1ittle idiot brother Archie is touchingly tenders The
reburn of sila's sweesthcart, Aungus, alfler an absence of five
years, introduces the element of loves alter z time, when
tucy are financially able %0 do s0, Ellae and Angus merry. on
the day fivet set for the wedding little archie drowns, after
having saved one of his breothers from the same fates

In "wesl snd Voe in Gw~vqloch" Wiss iextineeuw becume &
fe rless exponeni of the Malthusian theory of population., A
neriod of some ye.rs has eolepsel gince the marriage of Ella
and Angus. Times heve completely chsnged in Garvelochy A
tovm hes sprung up at the very place where Elle once lived
with her brothers. Humerous fishing stations have been es=~
tablished under a company. Elle and Angus have hegome the
parents of & large family, but théy are very confortably es=
tevlished in @ home of their own and have a steady income, so
that every member of the family is well provided for, Times
are indeed prosperous in Garveloch, "It would have amused an
altentive observer to see how a distinction of ranks wes &al=

ready growing up in the little soclety of Garveloch, where

none had originall‘y brought wealth enough to authorize such
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distinctiond” Then came dreary days of want and actual
famine, foilowed by the plague and the conseguent horrors
of misery and wvice. £lla becomes the gpokesuen for Miss
vertinesu. She says that no child should be brought into
the world unless it can be provided for and will not become
dependent upon soslety for support. She tekes a firm stand
in fover of postponed marriage, which Melthus hal emnphasized
in revised edlitions of his fzmous work. OShe snd the Vidow
Cuthbert condemm the prestice of infentieide in Chinas 2ond
India, Iiss Maritineau revesled & grester optimism than
lfalthus, however, in what Angus says to Capfain Forbes; "tThere
is hope that the poor will in time be more cager to meintain
than to wultiply their fwilles.t® =

The forvegeing discussion of liiss lMertineau's Yales of
politiesl ecomomy affords a sufficiently brosd survey for an
understoniing of her trestnent of econowmic Joctrine. Although
she consgistently keeps the didactic clement in the foreground,
28 was her purposc, she nanages to tell a falrly iutoresting
story in every insbances, "Half the world,™ writes lirs. Maria

24
Weston Chopmen, "read these books irerely as novels.” Bach

story has at least the semblance of a nlot, with = definite
beginning, a middle, and an end, but in some storlss this
element 1s decidedly strounger than inm others. Miss Mariinesu

made no pretense of having masbersd the art of plot-meking in

™ Illustrations of Political seonmony, 1I, 7.
o

ibid., I, 186.
"

Autobioggaggx, 111, 60.
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Tiction, but says that she recognized her "incepacity in this
direction” and "Phat she always worked under a sense of de-~-
peir about it". e However, in writing tales of inis kind, the
lack of plot was aot a deficlency, beceuse it admittedly was
not of primary importance. In faet, the "Edinburgh Review
charged Miss Meritinesu with relaxing her Tolltieal Tconomy for
the sake of tiotion"z in "The Charmed Sea'.

It hes been shown that Niss Martinean was a trusiworthy
exemplar of the principles of ecouomics beécause she mestered
them thoroughly hersclf before attempting to embody them in
her writings She mnever deviates from the tenets of the
1iberal school of politiesl eccnomys in the progress of her
stories she i1llustrates them all: +the strictly economios
theories of Adum Smith and kisardo, the theory of population
as sct forth by MHalthus, Vhe utilitarianism of Ientham and his
followers, che fundamental doetrine of laissez~fuire, the prin-
¢lole ol ifree trade advocated by adam Jmith,Q and also his
argument for the advsnbages of cducation in promoting happiness
for individuals and peage for nations. This last topic has
been reserved for a whole chapter on the subject of education

as treated by Miss Nartinesu.

The popularity of the Illustraticn of colitical Leonomy

wes instantaneous, &8 Mlgs Martincau records with Jjuztifiable

;35
Ibide, I, 239,
26 T
o Ibid., I, 236.
- "Dawn Islend”, a tule not included in the Illustrations,
was published for the Anti=Corn~law League in 1845, and advooatves
free trade, as do some of the teles in the series.
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nride in her Autobiograghx:

The entire periodical press, daily, weekly, =nd as soon
as possible, monthly, cesme out in my favowr; and I wes over=
whelmed with newspapers and letters, conteining every sort of
flattery. The Diffusion Society wanted to have the Series nowp
sad e, Tume offered, on behalf of 2 new society of which he
was the heud, any price 1 would name for the purchase of {the
Whol€e eessaeessenalf of the hobbieg of the House of Commons,
and numberless notions of individuals, ....s..were commended
to me Tor treatment in my SericS,eeeeelB
in short, every efiocrt was mate to "lionize" the authwore The
“rincess Victoria resd each number of ithe series with delight,

29
her favorite being “Llls of Garveloch'. ilre Jomes will franke=
1y adnitted that he was in ervor when he Hold lre Fox "that
politienl economy could not be conveyed in fiction, and thatb
the publie would not recelve it in sny hut the didactic form".
The publigher informed Miss Msrtinesu that the bookseller need

not have been afraid of the Reform Bil} or the cholers, as her
books grew in demand in spite of vhem.ux An effort of lessrs.
Lockhart =2nd Croker to "'destroy'" her "'hy tomahawking her

in the _usrteriyt!™ only served to stimmlsie public intereste

But Vips Martinesu's success wis not withoui the adverse

srivicism which always comes to a public lezder. [ouis

Philicoe of TFrsnce had ordered a cony of the Series for each
nenber of his Tamily end requesiea li. Gulzot, the minister of
educatbion, "to ntroduce a transletiou of it into the nstional

sehools™.  The Czar of Russia had orvdered copies for nis family

28
I, 178-179.
S
Ibide, III, 60=81,
% =
Ibides IXa 1.
7 S
g4 ibid., I, 2Li6.

Ibid., I, 205-206.
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and purchased a large number of ithe French translation for his
schools. But by the time the twelfvh emd thirteenth numbers55
were out, Miss Martinesu was persomally excluded from Russia
end Austria snd wes regardied with disfavor in France.64

Hot all of the criticism heaped upon Miss Martineau came
from abroad, howevery, OShe was bitterly assailed for her firm
stand on the population question by some people who professed
to be shoeked at her indelicate treatment of the subject,
Others dreaded to see the breaking up of the feudal system by
a development of the ocommon people through edueation. r.
Loekhart wound up;scurrilons attaek thus: )

veees "Such o charaster (referring to a picture) is
nothing to & female Malthusian: a woman who thinks child-
beering a crime ageinst society; sn uwamsrried woman who de=
claims sgainst merriage: (111) a young woman who dcoprecates
charity snd e provision for the pOOTs(dfi)T 46

In attempting to evaluate the service whieh politicel
economists rendered to their age, iise Martineau deserves her
dues., Comite observed

sssse that revolutionary action of the Economists con=

sisted in the proof that they offered to rulers themselves
that governments cannot direct industrial progrecsSeess36

%3 nprench Wines and Politics" (No. 12) contained
criticism of the French régime previous to the Revolution.
"The Charmed Sea" (No. 13) related the sufferings of Russian
prisoners whom the Czar had sentenced to Siberia.

84

Autobiograngi, I, 234~237.
35

Ibid., IT1I, 74.
36
Poaitive Philosophy, III, 196.
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Thig is the embodiment of the laissez~faire doctrine, which,
as was pointed out in the preceding chapter, wes the funda=
mental prineciple of the orthodox school of politieal economys
Thus Harriet Martineau 4id her share towerds perpetunting the

doctrine in the nincteenth century, which in England was an

age of industrielisme



Chapter IV
ldes Martineaun's Emphesis upon ifducation
as & Remedy for Soecial Ills

in two respects Harriet lartineau deviated from the
political economists: first, in her method of exemplifying
econonic prineciples throvgh fietion and, sesond, in her
emphasis upon education as & solution of the ills of induse
trial Inglend. In the previous echapier her manner of pre=
senting econonie theory by means of simple, entertaining
stories in & way thaet all classes of people might ve taught
the fundamentals of eoonomies hes beeon examined, The pure
pose of the present chepier is to make a study of Miss
Mertinesu's views on the subject of education. 4s employed
in this chapter, the term "education” is used in its hroad
rather than in its restricted sense; that is, 1t may be
defined ss the general training which fits an individual to
to meet his responsibilities as a member of soclety rather
than the Pormel training which he receives by attending
school,

Aetuelly, the orthodox school of economists wes less
absolute in the application of laissez~faire doestrine to
the political theory of govermment as it affected eduoztion
then in other respects. In his comsiderstion of the expenses
of a nuiiom, Adam Smith recognized the erection and maintenance
of pubiie institutions and publie works as a function of the
states He Jjustified them om the grounds that they were



advantageous to society and ecould therefore, not be suppori-
ed by individusls or smell groups of individualse He went so
far as to propose that society muke clementary education com=
pulsory for averyone.l Miss Mertineau's treatment of the sub-
ject of education may, therefore, be regarded as an abtiempi

to amplify one of the social aspects of contemporary political
egonomy«

Although the matter of educztion was not 2 problem hither=
to unhesrd of, it is undoubtedly true that never before had it
occupied such a vositiocn of prominence in man's thoughte The
provlems peculiar to nineteenth-century education were aetually
an outgrowth of secial reorgenizetiocn whieh had veen taking
nizce ginee the fourteenth century and whieh had culminated in
an unprecedented industrial régime. This soeial transformation
had ite nolitieal =2nd economic zspects. With the attainment
of his freedom, the common man asserted his political rights
wntil, by degrees, he shared with tuhe upper c¢lasses the power
to govern. Politieal gains slowly removed harricrs which had
curtelled man's economic freedom. Miss Mertinesu realized
that if democracy was to promote the general welfare of soeciety,
education must be within the reach of alle

Positive philosophy reveals a historical relation between
men's intellectual progress and the development of his per=
gonal and collective liverty. One of Comte's initial conceptions
was three stoges of intellectual evolution foxr both the indi-

vidual snd the masss the theologieal, the metaphysical, snd

The Encyelopeedia Britennica, XX, &26.
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2
the positlves Fetichism, the first theological phase, had
little social significance bLecause "the fetich gods had little
)
power (o unite men, or to goverm them®, lioreover, it obe
structed all advance in kmowledge by the opposition of the
4

religious to the scientific spirit.

Polythelsm substituted "a great number of godBesssvscen

5

for & great varlety of objects™. It marked the birth of in-
tellectual life;

ssese When 211 bodies were no longer supposed to be
divine in their nsture, the secondary details of phenomena
were set free Yor observation, without theologieal inter-
mixture; and the religious conception related to beings dis=
tinet from the body, and residing elsewhere. The general
conception of destiny or fate, introduced by vpolythelsm, was
algo a subatantial primitive ground for the prineciple of the
invariableness of natural laws. 6

Following polytheism came monctheism. Cutholicism was
the form of nonotheism which fulfilled the needs of Wesiern
Lurope. The great problem was to cffect & pormanent reoon~e
ciliation between the men of actlon and the nen of thoughtbe
Thig difficulty wes, according to Comte, "admirabley sure
mounted by meens of that fundemental division between the

9

gpirituel and temporsl authorityeecse”. By thls division the

. Philogophy oF the Seiences, I, 1l.

? Comte's Pogitive Philosophy, III, 1.
) Ibid., ITI, 15.

Ibid., III, 30e31.

Ibvid., 11T, 33,

Ibid., TITI, 82.
Ivid., III, 87.

L= T => B - R ¢

Log. oit.
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function of spiritusl power related to eduection and that
190

of the temporsl power to sction. Comte gzave {eatholicism
nueh erediit for the spread of edueation:

+seee The polytheistic regime doomed the mzuas of society
to brutish stupidity: not only slaves tut the majoriiy of free
men veing deprived of all reguler instructioN.ss..... Vast,
then, was the elemeniary progress when Catholicism imposed on
svery disciple the strict duty of receiving, and as far as
possible, of proeuring that religious instruction which, take
ing possession of the individual from his esrliest days, and
preparing him for his social duties, followed him {through life,
keeping Lim up to his prineiples by an admirable combination
of exhortations, of exercises, and of meterial sigms, all con-
vergilg towards uniby of impression. 11

Lhe provisionald. philosophy of the transitional or meta-
physical stage intervening between polytheism and positivism was
called Protestantisme The intellectual influence of Pro=
testantism was %0 encoursge a apirlt of emencipation through

12
free inquiry. The new eritical dootrine inzisted upon the
moral prerogatives of those who hald been passively subnissive
to the teachings of Catholicism; namely, the liberiy of con=
science, the :mvereié,nty of the people, equality, and national
3
independence, The evils concomitant with the revolutionary
doctrine were, first, the sublecticn of spiritual to political
power, thereby destroying the valuable Cathollie principle of
the geparation of the two powers, and, sccond, the lmpairment
14

of donmestic and soeisl morels,

 1yid., 111, 89.
33 e

_ Idid., 1II, 99-100.
12 Tvid., 11T, 167=170.
o

Ibid., III, 173.
& .

Ibid., IIX, 176~180.
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The co=ordination of sceial elements in the positive stage,
which Conte believed men was about %o enter upon, smst be "first
intellectual, then moral, and finally polit&nal".ls In whet
cless the future spiritusl power was %o reside Comte was unable
to predict, but its function would be to dircet education,
omitting the religious elememts This edueﬁglon must be ine
telleotunl and moral, and for all classesd. Such must be the
ease becauwse

«esse The positive philosophy tesches us the invariable
homogeneousness of the human mind, not ohly among voarious
social ranks, but as regerds individuals: and it itherefore
shows us thet no differences ore possible dtut those of degro®el?
Comte foresaw a recomstruction of the systen of sduostion in
the future which would be in harmony with the positive spirit
of modern elvilizations He welieved thst tho seclences, ine
stesd of bLeing tevght in s detailed manmer end without being
correlated to eaoch other, should be studlied po as o give the
student "an engemble of Poaztivzeooncoptionn upon all the grect
elenents of natural phenomens®.

Thig exposition of Comte's historieal suvrvey of men's ine
tellectual progrees has deasn given for the purpose of establishe
ing a perspective for examining liss iartinesu's views on the

subjeet of edusation, thereby making 4t possible to sscertain

:: Ibid., ITI, 31l

1 Thide, TTT, B13-819.
Tbid., ITI, 320.

18 ==
Tvid., 111, 16+17.
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nor pesition in the field of eduesuiion. Her recognition of
“the invarisble homogeneousnsss of the human nind" of Contels
positive philogsophy wes the prineiple wderlying her conception
of the pressing sooial prodblem of ¢ducaticins In the investi~
gation of her views on edwneetion, Comtetrs mothod of studying
social phenomene will be adhered to;

Ervery soeiologicel anelysis supposes three olasses of conw
siderations, each move complex than the preceding: vig., the
conditions of sooisal exisience of the individual, the family,
endl socdety; the last comprehending, in e aazontitl.c sense,
the whole of the human Spacicfessesse 1§

viss Mertineau was fully cognizant of the imperative need
of taking individual differences into sccount in any consldera=
tion of the problem of educution. She regarded the retention
of the unenlightened, 0ld Worid idea of making the individual
useful for soslety a perpiciouns defect of the American systen
of povernment. Her ovinion wasg

seess that Tasilities ought to be aflorded for every one
beecoming whatsoover his MNaker has Lfitted him %o ve, s0 long as
it appesrs that the noblest men by whom the earth has been
groeed, have teen consiuered in thelr own tinme the very reverse
of "ugeful and respectable members of society.” 20
Comte likewise found & eorzelation between the ildea of soclety
and the idea ol goverament:

seeses BoClal orgapization tends 10 Pepose on an apprew
clotion of imdividual differencves, by GisWribubing employwents

in such a marmer as to place osch im the position he can best
f&ll. LER S} 21

)
Idide, II, 275,

20
21 SQO‘BQ g .&mor&, 11, 81,
Ihiloseply of the Solences, I, 264,
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Individuel differences, #iss Veriineau perceived, had
an econonmic significence, This et is cleurly brought out
in g conversation between Letitia and *"ra. ihite, two unusually
well=~informed wemen in "For Xach snd For ALLY: Letitia saye,
"tIf it was as easy to be e physiciem ac a plousghboy; and if a
Giumond necklace reguired no more espitsl and skill then 2
bunch of sgparagus, there would be ss many jewellers as greene
grocers; and then physicians and jewsllers would be nald no more
thian ploughmen and green=grocers.'" lirs. White remurks that not
S0 meny physiciens a8 ploughmen are needed. Letitie replies,
dirrue; awd it is therefore a very heppy thing that fewer can
ce the onc than the other. I we leave rewaras of lsbour to
veke their matural course, we shall Tind thal there always
tume up e larger guantity of the sort we want more, nnd a
Lesser guentity of the sort we wnt lessgt.t" y Joe Harper, a
young men in "Brooke erd Brooke Ferm" attscked the law of
primogeniture on the prineiple of individual differences; that
ig, he did not think farms should de legally divided because
it would be vory uwmisual if all the members of 2 family wanted

o

to Tar ..w Individusl dlfferences, therefore, were at the root
of the divisiom ofalabor, which, secording to Comte, mede for
soelcl solidarity,. ;s

igein, T iss Martineau recognized the ultra-economic or

eathetic value of ligher educetion to the individual. Letitia,

illustrations of Political sdconomy, IV, &%.

A
o

Ibile, I, 135-159.
em——

Phllosophy of the Sciences, I, 264.

&
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herself an actress of umusunl avility, spoke of the eifect
of the Lfino arty; "'Thoy who percodve not that the fine aris
are the Littest embodiments of truth and deanty are unconseious
off the voatneas o,g the depth in which they would have men po=

b
main unserved.'" fanl, a young mén in snother ome of the
political economy tales, said, “"tWhatever helps %o inform the
nind and to improve the tagge is a proper object of pursuit bo
those who can afford it.t"

If it can be said with proprieiy that Mies Meriinesu pro=
posed a gystem of edusation, it is to be found in Houschold
Dducotion (1848), u book written "for tho Secularist opder of
ey
perenta”. Just how insdequate Miss Mertineau felt her trecte
ment of the subjeoct of domeatic education must be, and whetd
her purpoae was, are expressly signified in the beginning;

Household education is & subjeot so important in its
boerings on every ome's heppiness, and so Inexheusbible in
itself, that I 4o not 2ee how any person whatever san und.er-
tuke to lecture upon it euthoritatively as i€ it wes & matter
conpletely imown and entirsly soitloCesessess woyose Yo uy.
in & gerics of ghapters, wvhet 1 have obsorved
Yhe subject of LIFE AT HOME, during zémaa of twenty yem'
stody of Gomestic life in great mie

An outlime of the ocontents of the book will reveal asome
of dse Mortinesu's prineciples for the conduct of domestie
educction. To obtein an appreclative understending of Housee

hold Iduestion, the resder must have lMiee Martineau's point

“

“ wpor sech end Tor A11", Illustretions of Pelitical

Ec'onoﬂ. 1Y, 34
: ao "uife im the Wilds“, Illustrations of Pelitical Xoonomy,
*

Ancob&ow 11, 293,
_2'1 2‘&.. Pe 9.
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of view:

eeassal consider all the members of s household to be going
through & process of education togethersssssessivery member
of the household,-=-children, servants, apprentices,-~-every
member of the dwelling, must have & share in the family plan,

sesself the family plan, therefore, be the grand compre-
hensive plsn which is slone worthy of people who care about
education at all,~--a plan to do the best thmt is possible by
each other for the improvement of all,~=--every member of the
family above the yearling infant must be a member of the
domestig school of mutual instruction, and must know that he
is so0. <

In her scheme of household education Miss Martineau pro-
vided for both intellectuul and moral development. "'To grow
wiser and better every day'" was tie alwm she set for education.
She did not attempt to answer what wisdom and goodness con-
sisted of nor to fix the sim by any single example=--not even
Christ Himself, since it could not be estublished "what Christ
was, the imges of him in different minds verying so endlesoly
as they certainly do'. %0 To accomplish the objective of grow-
ing wiser and better every day, the individual should "' seeases
bring out, and strengthen and exercise all the powers'", 51

A gerious question confronting all parents, Viess Vartineau
wrote, was vhat they would huve thelr children be. She found
that "in all states of society, the generaslity of paremts have
wished that their children should turn out such as the opinion
of their own time and country should approve”. 82 Aside from the

high regard for this luw of opinion, everyone agreed "from end

29 Ibid., ppe 90-91,
%0 1bid., p. 28.
31 Ibids, De 29
32 Ibid., pe 4.



60

to end of soclety that truthfulness, integrity, courage, purity,
industry, benevolence, and & gpirit o¥ reverence fo::' sacred thingg
a;re inexpressidbly desireble and excellent. ......”8‘9 Viss
Vertinesu was remindful, however, that even g person possessing
gll of these quelities could not get elong in existing society
withont eoming into contaet with the law of ovpinion, with the
result thet Ythe vperplexity to meny thoushtful parents Lg
what to wish snd aim at".U4 She felt that prevalent opinion
had its origin in nature. BRBelieving in the guidance of nature,
she coneluded, therefore, "that parents rmuct be safe in aiming
at t:‘v»orq:.g.*;hl;r exereiging and treining all the powers of the
ehild '.Ud

Another Gifiiculiy confronting any itreatunent of the sube
Jeet of household educavion was its wide range, since domestic
lile comprebended "the loftiest and the lowkiesty, the purgat
and the most ceininel, the wisest and the most ignore.u'c".d AS
the tup was the royal child, whose contacts with Life were 80
restricted that he lived and died s lonely childs At the other
extreme oi the seale was the pauper child, who fared no better
end probably no worse. The sondition about midwey between
these twosexbremes. “the position of the well=conditioned

7
artisen®, seemed. to Miss Hzrtincau the mosd Lfavorable in

33
Tb1d., p. 45.
e T
" Ivid., p. 47
Tvid., B. 5l
. P
Ibido, P 53,
&7 TR

Ibid., p. 58.
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all soclety, because that station in 1ife "{appesred to ker]} to
be the meeting-point of the greatest nwrber of good 1n:f1uances"?8

sseselverything serves,---tie daily handicraft, intorcourse
with the neighbors, rumcrs from the world without, homely duties,
books, worshlp, the face of the country, or the asction of the
tOFNeeeseees After having come to this conclusion, it is no
srtall satisfaction to remember that the most favored classes are
the most numerous., So great a multitude is included in the
middle classes, c.mpured with the high=-born and the degraded,
that if they who have the best chance for wisdom will but use
their privnege. the highest hopes for soclety are the most
reasonable. 9

This statement strikes a cheerful note of cptimism which Malthus
felt conditions did not warrant.

The coming of an infant Miss Martineau regarded ss a great
event in the education of tire whole household:

essself the perents have been guilty of no fault towards
their unborn child; if the child can be the offspring of heslth=-
ful and virtuous mrents; and if they sre calmly resolved to do
all in their power for its good,--=-they have as good a right to
rejoice in the prospect of its birth as anybody in the world, 40

Should there be other children in the family, the oceasicn
should afford san opportunity for teachinsg them s grest lesson.

The addition of a child to the family circle 1s an event
too solemn to be deformed by any falsehoodl. But few purents
have tlhe courage to be truthful with their children as to how
an infant comes,--~a question which their natural curiosity
always promptS. seseeslt 15 un abominable practice to tell
children that tie doctor brought the baby, and the 1like. It
is abominsble as a lie, snd 1t is worse thun usSeleSBisseessecee
The natural gquestion once truthfully answered, the 1ittle
mind is at rest, and free for the much stronger interests
which are pessing beiore 1ts eyes. 41

48 1bide, pe 59
%9 1pid., ps 62.
40 101d,, p. 64.
41 1vid,, pp. 68-69.



The nembers of the household, digposcc og they cyc "0 bear
and €o everything cheerfully for the sake o tLoqncw blessing”,
experience "a season of great moral enjo;mont’. )

So wuch for the influence of the infont uyon others. Ifiss

¥ertineau devoted the largest part of Tousehold Riucation 0 an

eaposition of her views on the care and training of the child.
Alber 2 oonsideration of sueh things =zs foed, 2ir, lishi, warmth,
exorceise, sleep, and cleanliness, she turmed to o consideration

of the natural powers. She regsrded either the indulgence or

th 1

ae DT

siking of the child's will &s bed, and belleved the "true

a3
and netural methon"ﬂy wes to control its. The power of hope must
be ‘cherished wilthout cc;sing“,4é but the objects of wope must
be airectea into proper channels, Parents saculd watch Peore=
fully end gilently", for any seoret Jear in the child, "and
heving found it out, let them lead the child on o conguest,
beth by reason and by bringing such coursge as he has to beer
on the resk point".45 It sheuld be the mothex's only o teech
the ehild paiience by cxeuple, beginning zgaforc the little
creature is espeble ol volunlary efﬁort”,v ylss Martineau
lovked upon the imdulgence of the child deficient in any of

the na’urel powers as the worst thing for the child, becauge,

Ibid., P.G%
Thid,, p. 88.

Irid., p. 98.
45 T

Itid., p. 111.
46

Itid., p. 123.



The nembers of the household, digposcc us they cwve "to bear

and C€o everything cheerfully for the sale o the new blessing”,

experience "a season of great moral enjojmenth.
50 mueh for the influence of the infant upon others. lfiss

Mertineau devoted the largest pardt of Tousehold Ziucation %o an

esposition of her views on the care and training of the child.
Afber 2 oonsideration of sueh things =g food, 2ir, liskt, warmth,
excrcise, sleep, and cleamliness, she turmed to o consideration

of the natural powers. She regsrlded either the indulgence or

the breaxing of the child's will &s bad, and velleved the "true
43
end netural nethod! wag to econtrol it. The power of hope must

44
be "cherished wlthout eeasing®, but the objects of wope must

te aireciee into proper channels, Parents should waich "eore=
fully end silently", for sny seoret Tezr in the child, "and
heving found it out, let them lead the child on Lo conguest,
toth by reason and by bringing such coursge &8s he has 1o bear
on the rosk point".45 I¢ sheuld bLe the mothex's dnty Yo teech
the c¢hild patience by exeample, beginning zg:mm the little
cresture is oapeble of veoluniary elloxtl, ' Mlss Martineau
louked upon the indulgence of fhe child deficlent in any of

the na%urel powors as the worst thing for the child, becauge,

Qv
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she said, a human being elways hes some facultics, and what-

ever they are, thoy shonld be preveriy develogcl. As $o the

0‘

training of the affections of their children, mperents should

wnderaband "the difference betwecn tho sevarcl kinds of love

which their children should exnerience’. Twe things st be

heeded in regerd to the "universal power of vencwration™:
#firat, to beke carve theat the power neither runs viot nor is
negleactedy and next, to dirveet it to its proper objeots".49
'I:nzthfu}ness, s, morel (uelity whose immortance cemnot be over=
ratad",do =2t bhe tanght, jwst "as the apeech which is to con=

vey it has to be taught, by helping the child to ihe vse of his

5

naturcl powers¥. Conscientiousness, "the greatect and noblest
b2

of the norel powers of men", rmast be fostereld =nd guided

P o

understandingly.

Although Miss lertinesu emphasized the importanee of give
ing moral instruation in the home, it wes her convietion that¥
"no children, in eny rank of life, camn aeguire so much book

knowleige at nhome e st & good school, or have their intelleotual

515)

freuliies so well roused and trained”. The fundsnmential differe

av

48

Ibide, D. 169,
49

Ibid., p. 170,
50 S

Ibid., p. 181.

IbiGe, me 108
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Ihid., p. 182.
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Tbid., p. 196.
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64

ence between school and home was that "at school everything

is domz by rule,...sswhorens, iz home the govsimment is not

one of law,sssee dut of love".v- ilss larbinesn clessified

the intellectual faculties, in the order of tusir development,
as follows: jerveeptive, coneeptive, reasoning, and imcginatives
Lecording to her, the perceptive foeculty domineted approximately
the Liecsl soven years of a child's lifes. It was then thabt the

child easily mecstered fueta of mumber and guantity, and learned

=

vy rote. For these recsons, "whatever depends. malnly on eye,

tac lecrning causes

ecr, 2nd memory should be taught esrly, whex

orotification and the leasst pain®. Mizs arltineauw was

very much opposed to the praetice of sending children 1o sehool
tefore their coneeptive freulties had come into ncetivity, be=
eeuse she felt that the cehildren nissed the natursl training
which they should reocive ot homergnd that "whatever is une
neturel is always radicelly baﬁ“.d The Zevelopment of the con=
ceptive £ eulties meant that the ehild would no longer he so
strongly impressed by material objects but would bhecome capable
of thinking in terms of things not setually scen. The parents!
ohief duty was to provide nlenty of good literstwre for him to
recd, The maoturing of the reasoning faculiles should enable a
child o think in terms of abstractions, Parents should feel

resconsivle for sssisting the child to reason well. f©he child

5 1pid,, p. 215.
g H

Lbid., De 259,
b6 —
Ibld., De R4E.
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before long should finl himself possessed of another faculty=--
imagimtion, which 1s "the hiphest of human faculties” 57  pe-
cause it 1s the one which enables man to creute things. Porents
should t:erefore be very hopeful of their child's future success
when he showed an unususl imaginative faculty.

Following her discussion of morsl and intellectusl edu~
cation “iss Martineau dealt with the subject of babit, In
spite of all that had been sald on the subject, she doubted
if many bhad penetrated into the heurt of the mmtter:

essssiverybody sees and everybody has felt the difficulty of
breakinz bad habits, and that there is no security to virtue
so strong as long~formed good habits; but my observation com=
pels me to think that scarcely anybody is aware of the whole
truth ,=~=tlat every human being (except such as are born de-
fective) might be made perfectly sood if his parents were wise
enough to do all that mizht be done by the power of habit, 58
The only rule Wies Martinean offered was "'What you wish a child
to be, be that to the child'v, 59

Miss Martineasu attempted to distinguish between personal
and family habits, althouk she admitted the difficulty of
enploying any satisfactory wethod of classification. In her
disocussion of personel habits such as industry, cleanliness,
promptness, and mannsrs, she uwade suggestions for their proper

guidance by reference to individusl cases which had come under

her observation., Of the family habits, the first great point

57 Ibide, De 2784
58 1pid,, p. 295,
59 1bid., p. 303,
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considered was economy of time, because she felt that no one
ever had tco much time,

seeseIn nouseholds where punctuality is really a prineiple,
it should be a truth ever vefore all eyes that whatever each
individual is about is of less importance than respect to the
whole family. 60
Miss “artineau belleved that each member of a household, even
in wealthy homes, should be assigned svecial duties and held
responsible for their performance,

Miss Martinesu's practice of the v»rinciples of household
education in her own home was cntirsly consistent with the
theories she set forth in her book on the subject. She con-
sidered her servents z part of the family plan, and, as a re-
sult, they were sll very fond of her, as she was of them. TFre-
quently, if the daily paper contained news of special interest,
she called in her maide after tes and together they read and
discussed the news. Sha benevolently took the girl Jane who
had besn mesmerised with her at Tynemouth unier her protection.
The girl became & capable servant in Miss Martineau's home and
later emigrated to sustralia as an efficlent serving-girl.
Another servant was married to the Master of the LRagged School
at Bristol in Miss Martineau's home, the wedding being a Testive
occasion and one in which Miss Martineau took such an interest
that she herself took charge of settin: the table for the wedding
breakfast. She made a great point of punctuality in the manage=-

ment of her home. She issued her household orders to the servants

oe Ibid., pe 340,
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eerly each morning and was ready for her own work shortly
aftver eight.

"The Xnoll", es Miss Mertineau's home was oslled, was
conducive to the development of the esthetic side of life,
which she considered so essentials Flowers and shrubs grew
in profusion in the yard. In the garden stoot the gray granite
sun-dial, "fashioned like & Gothic font", inscribed with Miss
Yartinesu's own "apostrophe to intellectual illumination"el---
"rCome, T.ight! visit ma!'“ﬁz The house was besubifully and
testefMlly furnished., Yany of the deecorsiive accessoriese=-—=
rues, ~ictures, statuary, end other articles=--were gifis of
literary end politicel friends or reletives, which fact added
to their intrinsie velue. Her library eonsisted of two to
three thousend carefully sclected books on every subject, and
was, lirs. Chapman believed, "the best woman's library extant®.

Miss iertinean wes & strong advocate of stute education.
She believed thaet the enlightenment of the great unlesvened
messes would remove the eause for soeial evils such as strikes,
vice, snd pauperilsm, snd thereby eliminate theme For this
reason, she recommended the expenditure of natdonal funds for
educetional purposes. Her personsl feeling in the matter is

revealed in o vehement indletment of those who were responsible

61 Autobiography, III, 264.
2=
thid,, TI, 266. !rg, Chepman carelessly gives the motte
as "'IipRt, oome visit mel'" (III, 264). In various details
she exnnot be relied upon for entire aceurasy.
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for the financial administration of the state:

If education were what it ought to be,=--the breath of
the 1life of the community,-~-=-there would be an end of this
childish end degrading bud@ingessssseveeTill the state can
show how every pareant may afford his ciildren a good edu=
cation, the state is boun? to provide the means for it; and
to enforce the use of those means by making a certain degree
of intellectual ccmpetency a condition of the snjoyment of the
benefits of society.

eseesThere is an enormous waste of educationsl resources
already, from the absence of system and co~operation. Tords
and ladies, squires anl dsmes, farmers' wives, merchants?!
daughters, and clergymen's sisters, have their schools, benevo=
lently set on foot, ani indefatigably kept up, in aaflance of
the evils of insulation and diversity of plan. let these be
put under the workings of & wellwplanned system, sand there will
be a prodiglous saving of effort and of coBlessescnceveosvences

50 we, & moet Christian nation, with abundance of Christian
prelates, snd & chureh which 1s to wate: over the state with
apostolic care,»wwe, strenuous professors of a religion of
peace and enlightenment,~--spend 8,000,000's and a quarter on
Defence, and==-=how much on po*;ular ducatiom I suppose the
latter forms some 1ittle item in one of the smaller aceounts,
for I can nowhere see it. osight millions and & quarter on
Defence, and tiree cuarters on Law and .usticel Light and a
guarter on Defence, and one on Government and Legisla tiond
Zight and a quarter on Defence, and a million on "ublic Worksl
0, ronstrous! =--too monstrous a sin to be charged on any
ruler, or body of rulersi

What glory in that day, to reverse the order of expenditurel
Education, Publie Works, Government and Tegislation, Law and
Justice, Diplomacy, Defence, Dignity of the _overeign, 63

But Wiss Martineau placed the whole responsibility for the
present adminis tration of affairs upon the pecople:

What a blessed thing it is tiat as soon as the people do not
choose to pay for pomp, pomp will be done awayl ©

In two of her works Miss Martineau revesls the condition
of education in ingland previous to the Elementary Education

Bill of 1870. These books are Deerbrook and The Croften Boys.

63 "The Three aiges", Illustrations of Politioal Leonomy,
VIII, 100-115.

64 1p1d., p. 116.
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Alvhough Miss Mertineasu hed no intemtion of spreading
propegania through them, they :z:rve to point out some of the
defocts of private schoolss Degerbrock, a movel whioh provides
an extensive study of the social cumditions of nincteonthimgon=
tury ‘nglend, conveys an excellent revelation of the operation
of the private family schoolss The school in this instance
wes taught by & fine, highly~educated woman, Haris Young, but
its mrogress was constantly hampered by femily quarrels be=
tween lMrse Grey and Mrs. Rowland, whose ochildren attended the
schools The Crofion Boysg, which was ome of the “layfellow
scrles, is the story of Hugh Proctor's life in a private boys!
schoole Although the story "suscessfully insists on ggmslmaaa
a8 an olemont in the life of both school and femily’, it re=
veulg the fact that the tender feeling of many young boys were
deeply hurt by the harsh trealmeni Gocorded them by their upper
classmens Furthermore, they wore gometimes physically injured
by the oruel punishment infllcted upon them by instructors who
were primarily dieciplinarians sud who proposed Lo bresk the
will of their pupilee

Gombe porceived an efiinity vetween poeitivisnm as the final
stage of man's intellectusl evolution and internstiomal undere
stending, becamse he discormed "a superior recounciling gquality
in a doctrine which comnected all human situations with the

S5 me cambridge History of Enelish Literature, XII1,380 B
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seme fundamentel evolution™. Although he was emtirely too

optimlstie igvhis prediction thet "the greal wers were no
doubt over",b it seems entirely logical to suppose that &
high intellectuel development shovld bring man to en under=
standing of his morel duties to others. Like Comte, 1iiss
Martineeu looked forwerd to s time when war should cease and
the barriers to pecce emong netiong should be destroyed. In
several of the political economy tales she expressed, through
churacters in the stories, the hope for international harmony
and snoke of the waste of wy.r.e8 Education, as she viewed ithe
situation, was the sols meens of arriving ab the posiiive stage
of civilization.

This coneludes the Investiguaticn of uiss iartvinesu's views
on the subject of edusation, following Comte's divisions of
the suuvjeot into its three social aspectis: personal, domestic,
anu sociale Jilss Martineau believed thai the full developaent
of thie natural powers oi the normal individual should make him
a well=rounded person, bvoth morally and intelleciually. she
had. little patience with the view {haet man's natural inclinations
are wholly baode It was her strong comviction thet immorality

weg the resuld of the over-development of some powers aud the
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wao the resuld of the over-development of some powers aund the

66
67
66
"Reisry Creek", VIII, 87; "Brooke and Brooke Farm",
I, 82; "The Three Ages”, VIII, 124-125, 58ff.; "Weal and Woe
in Garveloch", 1I, 135-136.

»ogitive Philosophy, III, Sid.




71

negleect of others, She believed thot grenter emphasis needed

to be given to the matter of household educ ticu, in order

that the affective side of Llife might receive nove attention

and the family tics strengthened, TUltim=tely, lliss HMertinezu
hoped that the pecple of the world would zabttala that high de=
gree of intellectualism which would free them from international
dicegreements growing out of petty misunderstandings. It is
evident that Miss Martineau was, sccording to Combien philosophy,
which wes established as the criterion for judgment at the be=
ginning of the chapter, among the most advenced thinlers of

her time on the sudject of olducation.



Chapter V

Harriet Nartineau's Views on Fow Woman Should Come into Her Own

No phase of social life escaped the tremendous economic
changes prﬁduoed by the industrial rééime of the nineteenth cen=
tury. The status of women hecame so altered as to challenge
some of the most serious thought of the day. The problem owed
its peculiar complexity to the union of socicl and economic ele-
ments. WMiss Martineau was among the first to perceive the dual
nature of the problems In her method of treating the matter
which seemed so pertinent to her as a woman, she stands apuart.
er cool rationalism never permitted her to sink to mawikish
sentimentalism or to indulge in feverish radicalism., The object
of this chspter is to discover what her views on the various as-
pects of the woman question were and whst recommendations she
offered for a satisfectory adjustment. That portion of Comte's
positive philosophy which deals with the position of woman is
established 28 the standard for evaluating her views, so that,
wherever possible, comparisons may be made snd differences
pointed out. The inquiry will be concluded by & study of some
of VMiss Martineau's representative women characters, with the
objeet of determining the relation between her views and the
kind of women selected for her stories. Before entering into a
study of her interpretation of tie woman question, it is neces-
sary to understand what the position of woman sctuully was dur-

ing the nineteenth century.
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The women of this period fall naturally into two groups;
the working women and the idle women., Although a number of
working women, "a few of them vividly unforgettable figures",
had appesred in literary history from the time of Chaucer, 1t
was for the Vietorians to discover in the working woman an ob-
jeet worthy of sympathy. "In the literature of the early nine-
teenth century one first finds her portrayed as a vietim of
long hours, unfavourable conditions, and general injustice, for
whom something ought to be dones” It was not Just the working
women who were a problem, All women became & problem becuuse
there was a redundance of thems, There were no husbands for meny
of them. Only a small part of the disproportion was due to the
Napoleoniec Wars; ordinary soldiers were not generally regarded
a8 matrimonial materiel anyway. The great demend for civil ser-
vice men and the emigration of young men to new lands presented
a far greater disrupting factor. Census figures showed, however,
that a superabundance of women was only appurent, that the real
reason for the incressing number of spinsters was men's svoidance
of the resnonsibilities of marriage. This evasion could be at~
tributed to the unstable economic situation following the Napo=
leonic iJars. Nen had either to marry rich girls or remain single.
Consequently large numbers of women were forced to become selfe
supporting, The new machinery of the Industriasl Revolution de-
manded just such work as women and girls could do; so they left

their homes to engage in industry. This shifting of woman's
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work from the domestic to the industrial realm was at the root
of the problem surrounding women of the nineteenth centmry, for
"women as workers did not harmonize with the philosophy of the
Victorians, the deifiecation of the home", 3

411 women were regarded in the first half of the nineteenth
century solely as potential mothers. The worker with her own
earnings wus, accordingly, an affront against nature snd the pro-
tective instincts of man, That the family was affected by the
labour of girls and women in the mills was a consideration that
roused general ccncern. The question of the health of human be=-
jngs who were entrusted with the responsibility of the next gen-
eration, the conflict of factory work and long hours with domes-
tic life and with a mother's care of her heme and her children,
the moral and spiritusl degradation which might result from the
employment of females outside their homes--with all this most of
thie literature dealing with the new industrial age was primarily
concerned. 2
Under the factory system the break-up of the home seemed inevi-
table, because the nome was little more than a shelter for mem=—
bers of the family.

In the second group of women were the idle women of the
moneyed clesses, How the idle celass of women had developed can
be shown by a brief historical survey. DJuring the days of
Chaucer, of Gueen Ellzebeth, aund of Cromwell, the women of the
manor-houses found their time occupied with the msnagement of
their establishments while husbands engaged in war, or were at
Court, or were called upon to fulfil their Judicial dutles.
Tollowing the Restoration, women gave more time than ever to

fashionable society. At first the life of lelsure was confined

1 wanda Fraiken Weff, Vietorian Working Women, pp. 1-14 .
2 Ibid., pe 37,



75

to women near the Court, but with the improvement of rosads,
country-women became more accustomed to visiting London and the
baths, so that they, too, imitated the fashions of the great.
As time went on, the number of soelety ladies increased, until,
"oy the eighteenth century the triumph of the useless wowan was
complete”, Upon the rise of a wealthy class of manufacturers
end bankers in the nineteenth century the eircle of idle women
became still larger. The men of the rich middle class, in imi-
tation of their aristocratic superiors and as a mark of their
own succees in the world, kept their women~folk in esse and
luxury, o
Marriage was the one goal established for girls of wealthy
familics, The sole sim of their education was to prepsre them
for the morriage-market; everything else was subsidlary to the
business of marriage. 48 the century advanced, the flelds of
activity open to women became brosder; marriage became less and
less the one object in 1ife. IFinancial ruin sent many girls of
wealthy families out of comfortable homes to earn a living. 4
The case of Uarriet WMertineau, previously referred to, was only
one of the many instances in which girls were compelled to become
wage~earnsers. © But in spite of statistlcs which showed that

many women would be nelther wives nor mothers, "girls continued

3Ibicl.. Ppe 186~189,
“1v1a., pp. 13, 187, 189-200.
S5Ibid., p. 13; sutoblography, I, 141-142.
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to be educated for functions they would never perform', 6 Per-
ceiving the incongruity of the situstion, Yiss Martineau sdvo-
cated that women receive the kind of education that they needed:

eeeselIn former times, it was understood that every woman,
except domestic servants, was maintained by her father, brother,
or husband; but it is not s0 now. The footing of woman is changed
ed, and it will change more. Formerly, every woman wsse destined
to be merried, and it was slmost & matier of course that she would
be, so that the only occupation thought of for a woman was keep~
ing her husband's house, and being a wile and mother, It is not
80 now, Jrom a variety of causes, there is less and less marriage
among the middle classes of our country, and much of the marriage
that there is does not take place till middle 1life, A multitude
of womeh have to maintain themselves who would never have dreamed
of such a thing a hundred years agos sesssfihile 80 many women are
no longer sheltered and protected and supported, in safety from
the world (as people used to say), every woman ought to be fitted
to take care of herself,

This completes the exposition of the position of women dur-
ing the nineteenth century. Befare examining further into Niss
Martinesu's views on the woman question, it becomes necessary to
look into another topic, that is, the historical position of
women in the progress of civilization, according to Comte's posi=-
tive phillosophy. In assigning women her place in the three stages
of human development, Comte always considered her as a member of
the family because he regarded the famlly and not the individual
28 the real soclal unit, 8 1t was during the second theological
phase, or the reign of polytheism, that domestic morality was
firet effected and that the stste of monogamy, "the most favour-

able to the development of the best qualities of humen nature,

-6 Neff, op. cits, De 189.
7 Household Fducation, ppe 275-276.
8 positive Philosophy, II, 281
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in both sexes", replaced polygamys. Although there were succes=
sive improvements in the conjugal relstion, "the social charac-
ter of Woman was far from being duly ascertained, while her un=-
avoidable dependence on Han encouraged too much of his primitive
rudeness', During this stage women participated in sacerdotal
suthority, which function was prohibited to them by monotheism,
It is not to be presumed, however, that woman's position was
lowsred in the lster period. '"There is, in faet,” Comte affirmed
ed, "abundant proof that the social state of Women was radically
inferior under the polytheistic régime to what it became in the
reign of Christianity." °

Catholicism, which represented the third or monotheistie
phase of theologiecal developmént, Comte emphatically held,
strengthened domestic moralitylo and raised the position of
women to a corresponding degree. Comte pointed out that the im-
provement oif the social condition of women under Catholicism was
generally recognized but that the restrictions placed upon them
were seldom mentioned. Actuslly Catholielsm deprived women of
their sacerdotal funetions and denied them hereditary succession
to royalty in all countries where it exercised enough politleal
influence, "The benefit bestowed on women by Catholicism cone-

sisted in rendering their lives essentially domestic, in securing

9 1vad,, 111, 5961,
0 1p % ep 1Ly 60—61. 120, 179, 213; Philosophy of the
Sclencee 5
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the due liberty of their interior existence, and in establish~

ing their position by sanctifying the indissolubleness of marri-

age.....ll

The moral evils accompanying Protestantism, which exempli~-
fies the transitional or metaphysical state of human development,
extended to family life., Comte believed that the moral dissolu~
tion engendered by the critical doetrine impsired the position of
women insofar as the dowestic ties were corrupted:

sesesl need point out only the permission of divorce, the
relaxation of rules about the marriage of relations; and, as a
decisive instance, the disgraceful dogmatic consultation by which
the chiefs of Pro%eatantiem, with Luther at their head, solemnly
authorized bigamy in the case of a German prince; and again, the
accommodating temper of the founders of the English Churfg towards
he shocking weaknesses of their strange national pope.

The extension of family 1ife to the numerous classl® upon the
industrial reorganization which took place at the opening of the
fourteenth century 14 yaa @ good effect upon domestic morality,

according to Comtes

essssthe two great family relations were improved by the
change which brought the occupations, and therefore the manners,
of the two sexes into more resemblance,sssse And if there seemed
reason to apprehend that the aubordinaiion of the female sex
would suffer by the independence obtainable by women under the in~
dustrial system, the danger was fully compensated for by men hav-
ine engrossed verious oceupations that before belonged to women,
ang thus consigned the feebler sex to t%at domestic destination to
which alone it is completely sdapted. 1

11 positive Philosophy, III, 120-121.
12 1pa,, 111, 176-180.

13 1vid,, 111, 206-213,
14 1pia., III, 199

15 rpsq,, 111, 213,
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W¥ith each stage of human development, therefore, woman came a
l1ittle nearer assuming her rightful position in the organiza=
tion of society.

What this rightful position was intended to be Comte stated
in no uncertain terms. 4s to how it should be achieved he also
offered a theory., He assigned to woman a place subordinate to
that of man because of her natural inferiority. Any presumption
of woman's equality or superiority was contrary to natural law
and presupposed a modification of the cerebral organisme 16
George Fenry Lewes's stastement of Comte's conception of woman's
special function in the economy of the family is here ziven:

eesesConsidering "woman's mission" to be strictly and simply
the office of Sentiment, in tempering, refining, and rendering
more soclal essential practical sctivity of man--viewing woman
as the symbol of Affection, ss man is of Foree, he holds that,
80 far from women performing the same work as men, they ought
not to work at all, except in their domestic sphere. The man is
bound to work for the woman's support; and she, in return, is
bound to obey him implicitly, 17
Comte held that, by adjusting the family rekationships on the
basis of natural law, the proper position of woman would be ule-
timately established.

eeceslihen the positive philosophy shall have established
the subordination of the sexes, and in that, the principle of

16
Ibid., II, 286,
Coé%e'advﬁnoe& an elaborate cerebral theory in which he

sonality and Soecliality (EZgoism and Altruism) as
%ﬁgoﬁéga%g%tggg gf %mo{ional life, and conception and expression
as the two faotors of intellectusl life. These were each sube
divided and classified., The intellectusl faculties were assigned
8} functional centers in the brain., See Philosophy of the
Sciences, I, 213~232.

17 philosophy of the Sciences, I, 344, Cf. Positive Phil-
osogﬁx,“!??'!ﬁf%x i SRR T
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marriage and of the family, 1t will take its stand on an exact
knowledge of human nature, followed by an appreciation of social
development as a whole,eeses

What the ultimate conditions of marriage will be, we cannot
know yet;eesee It is enough to be assured that they will be con~
sonant with the fundamental prineiple of the institution,--the
natural subordination of the woman,ssess

seeeeThus, the economy of the humen family could never be
inverted without an entire change in our cerebral organism, and
the only possible result of a resistance to natural laws would
be to deprive Woman of the enjJoyment of her proper welfare by
disturbing the family and society, 18

Thus, woman's place, according to positive philosophy, was in
the homes

Miss Martineau, on the other hand, did not restrict woman's
work to the domestic sphere. She believed that women should do
the work that they were suited to, even though it carried them
outside the home. She felt that she herself could never have
achieved happiness through marriage because of the serious evils
attendant uvon the institution at her time. 1In fact, she re-
garded her escape from married 1ife as fortunste. 19 Free of
its responsibilities, she had been happily successful in her
career as a writer, UHer own testimony follows:

vesse]l have ever been thankful to be alone, My strong will,
combined with anxiety of conscience, makes me fit only to live
alone; and my taste and liking are for living alones..e.s I am
provided with what it is the bane of single 1ife in ordinary
cases to want,~-substantial, laborious and serious occupation,

My business in 1ife has been to think and learn, and to speak
out with absolute freedom what I have thought ani learnedsesss

18 .
Positive Phéloaopgz 1I, 283-286. Cf. Philosophy of the
2= c0Oe g :

Sciences, I,

19 5he was once engaged to a young man who died of insanity.
See sutobiography, I, 130-131.
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1y work snd I have been fitted to each other, as is proved by
the success of my work and my own happiness in it.eces I long
ago came to the conclusion that,eseee I am the happiest single
woman in ingland, 20
¥igs Martineau contended thet "where all women have only one
serious object, many of them will be unfit for that objlect", 21
This view is entirely in harmony with the Comtian @octrine of
individual differences and with Miss Martineau's theory of the
basic reason for the division of labor in the field of econom-
ics,

Both Comte and Miss Yartineau desired to see the position
of woman elevated through education. It was only in the sphere
of woman's work and in regard to her ability that they disagreed.
Comte believed thut the organic inferiority of woman was incon=-
testable, that she was entirely unfit "for the requisite contin-
wousness and intensity of mental labour, either from the intrin-
sic weaskness of her reason or from her more lively moral and
physicel sensibility,eeses 22 yyss Vartinesu assailed the con-
temporary practice of exeluding girle from the pursuit of
studies set aside for the masculine mind. She believed that
the object of education should be the complete improvement of
all the faoulties of every humen beinge. She denied that "the

female brain is incapable of studies of an abstract nature”,

20 sutobiography, I, 133.

21 Society in America, II, 245,
22 pogitive Philosophy, II, 285,
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because she knew of women who had mestered mathemstics and the
classics, She maintained that the brain which could learn
French could learn Greek; that the brain which enjoyed arith-
metic was capable of mathematics, In answer to objections to
the removal of restrictions placed upon female education, she
said;

If it is said that women are light~minded and superficisal,
%he obvious answer is that their minds should be the more care=-

ully sobered by grave studies and the acquisition of exact

knowledge. If it is said that their vocation in 1life does not
require these kinds of knowledge, that is giving up the msin
plea for the pursuit of them by boys,=~that it improves the
quality of thelr minds. If it is sald that such studies unfit
women for their proper occupations, that again is untrue.
Gducation, Miss Martineau asserted, enabled a woman to become
a more efficient home-maker, if that should be her calling: "i
woman of superior mind Inows better than an ignorant one what
to require of her servants, how to deel with tradespeople, and
how to economize time; she is more clear-sighted about the best
ways of doing thinge; has a richer mind with which to animate
all about her, and to solace her own spirit in the midst of her
labors," With the vast changes in the economic order, woman
was actually compelled to qualify herself to engage in occupa=-
tion outside the home. "Let us hear nothing of her being shut
out," Miss Martineau wrote, "because she is & wovan, from sny
study thet she is capable of pursuing."” 2

It is evident that Viss Martineasu regsrded woman as man's

equs1, whereas Comte's philosophy denied the existence of any

28 nousehold Bducation, pp. 271277,
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such equality. Comte declared that

eeessd Just biological philosophy is beginning to discredit
those chimerical revolutionary declamations on the pretended
equality of the two sexes, by directly demonstrating, either by
anatomical investigation or physiological observation, the rad=-
ical differences, both physical and moral, which, in all the
animal speclies and the humsn race more especislly, so distinct-
lyly demarcate Ehem, notwithstanding the preponderance of the
specific type. <4
He further announced his belief that the natural subordination
of woman would be recognized in the social orgunization:

eseeedociology will prove that the equality of the sexes,
of whichh so much 1s said, is incompatible with all soclal ex=~
istence, by showing that each sex has special and permanent
functions which it must fulfil in the natural economy of the
humen family,eeeee

Although Mise Martineau was an advocate of woman's rights,
she did not ally horself with that order of women who denounced
ad the wronge of their sex because of personal grievances.
"Nobody," she said, "ean be further then I am from being sat~
ypfied with the condition of my own sex, under the law and cus=
tom of my own country; but I decline fellowship and co~opera=
tion with women of genius or otherwise favourable position,
who injure the cause by their personal tendencies."” Such women,
instead of assisting the cause, actuslly injured it because they
lacked self-diseipline, Mise Martinesu did not admire Mary
Wollstoneeraft Godwin because she was, "with all her powers, a

poor victim of passion, with no control over her own peace, and

24 Philosophy of the Sciences, I, 261,
25 pogitive Philosophy, II, 284,
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no calmness or content execept when the needs of her individuasl
nature were satisfied", 26

What kind of women, then, did Miss Martineau believe were
the vest proponents of woman's rights? She described them as
"not only affectionate and devoted, but rational snd dispas-
sionate, with the devotedness of benevolence, and not merely
of personal love"., They must be morally and intellectually
courageous women who "speak from convietion of the truth, and
not from personal unhappiness”. Irom what socisl groups did
the women who met thiese quaslifications come? MNiss lMartineau
said:

sesseThe best friends of the cause are the happy wives
an! the busy, cheerful, satisfied single women, who have no
injuries of tueir own to avenge, and no painful vacuity or
mortification to relieve. The best advocates are yet to come,--
in the persons of women who sre obbaining access to resl socisl
business,»=-the female physicians and other orofessors in Amer-
ica, the women of business and the female artists of France;
and the hospital edministrators, the nurses, the educgtors and
substantially sucéessful authors of our own country. 7

Vise Martineau attempted to answer another significant
question, How was woman to come into her own? She declared
that women would be permitted to enter any field of activity
for which they showed themselves fit.

eeesslinatever a woman proves herself able to do, society
will be thankful to see her dO,‘b{ﬁ.“ a8 1f she were & man,
If she is seientifie, science will welcome her, as it has wel=
comed every woman so qualified. I believe no sclentific woman

26 ,utobiography, I, 599-401.
2
7 1vid., I, 400-401.
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26 sutobiography, I, 399-401.
27 1vid., I, 400-401.
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complains of wrongs. If capable of political thought and ac-
tion, women will obtain even that., I Judge by my own case.
The time has not come which certainly will come, when women
who are practically concerned in political 1life will have a
voice in meking the laws which they have to ObeY¥ieesse
She strongly emphasized the importance of individual effort
in the exposure of injustices suffered by women on account of
the subordination of thelr sex:

essseThe progression or emancipstion of any class usually,
if not always, tskes place through the efforts of individuals
of that clase; and so it must be here. 41l women should in-
form themselves of the condition of thelr sex, and of their
own position. It must necessarily follow that the noblest of
them will, sooner or later, put forth a moral power which shall
prostrate cant, and burst asunder the bonds, (silken to some
but cold iron to others,) of feudal prejudices and usages. 28
It was Niss lartineau's belief timt the home woman could con-
tribute to the advancemsnt of her sex by teaching her children
the principles of social rights and duties. Change brought
about in this manner would, of course, be very gradual, but it
would have a sound basis, In the foklowing suggestion NMiss
Martineau expressed an earnestness closely akin to Carlyle's
doctrine of work:; "I think the better wayl}han to make personal
complainté[is for us sll to learn and to try to the utmost what
we can do, and thus win for ourselves the consideration which

alone can secure us rational treatment,” 80

28 1vid,, I, 401-402. Cf, Autoblography, ITI, 139,
29 gociety in America, IT, 259,

30 sutobiography, I, 402.
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Miss Martinesu's lengthiest treatment of the woman gquestion

is to be found in her Soclety in Ameriea, in which she criti-

cised the condition of women in the United States, as she found
it during her visit (1834~1836). Her observations frecuently
reflect upon the condition of women in England., She found that
Americans, in their treatment of women, not only fell far short
of their own democratic standards but also of the practice of
gome parts of the 01d Worlds In the following statement she
summed up the bad features of the iAmerican women's situation:
"eeess her intellect is confined, her morals crushed, her health
ruined, her weaknesses encouraged, and her strength punishedsss.”
As a substitute for justice, she was indulged, so thet her case
differed only slightly from that of the slave, the difference
being in the manner of indulgence and not at all in principle.
The pedantry of a lsrge proportion of the women wus indicative
of confined intellects, the result of a system of female educa=~
tion similar to that in England. The virtual prohibitién of
the exercigse of reuson and conscience resulted in moral oppres-~
sion., Northern women were "deterred by intimidation from using
their right of speech and of the press" in behalf of slavery.
Furthermore, there existed a double stondard for men and women:
the hardy virtues were deemed appropriate to the men, and the
gentler ones to the women. Men were, consequently, overbear-

ing end tyrennical; women, "weak, ignorant and subservient”, 31

81 11, 226-286. Of. Retrospect of estern Irsvel, III, 207,
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Although the condition of marrisge in iAmerica was in some
respects better than that fourd in England, Miss Martineau re=
garded 1t as highly unsatisfactory:

esssolarriage is in America more nearly universal, more
safe, more tranquil, more fortunate than in England; but it is
gtill subject to the troubles which arise from the inequality
of the parties in mind and in occupationesseee it is still the
imperfect institution which it must remain while women continue
to be ill-educated, passive, and subservient; or well-educated,
vigorous, ani free only upon sufferance.

American women enjoyed more extensive property rights than did
inglish women, on account of more libersl legsl provisions,
tgain, divorce was more easily obtained in the United States
than in “ngland. On this point Wiss Martineau criticised her
country most severely., The English practice of permitting éi-
vorce only to the rich she condemned as a barbarous ocustom.
eeseselt W1l be seen at a glance howr such an arrangement
tends to vitiate msrrisge; how it offers impunity to adventur-
ers, snd encouragement to every kind of mercenary marriages;
how sbsolute is its oppression of the injured varty; end how,
by vitisting marriage, it originates :nd aggravatés licentious-
ness to an incalculabdle extent.
The less rigid interpretation of divorce laws in America, in
her opinion, meant that marriage could be entered into with
fewer risks and that the interests of both parties were more
nearly equally protected. Divorces were, therefore, almost
unheard of, This view is exmressly opposite to Comte's opinion
that the relaxation of divorce laws umder Protestantism had re-
sulted in the moral degeneration of domestic life. INiss Vare
tineau regretted thut America was too soon following in the

footeteps of the 01d World in the matter of mercenary mérriages,
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with the result that the sanctity of marriasge was being serious-
1y impaired. 32

Occupations open to American women were so limited that if
they did not have homes, they had nothing. Religion was the
only alternative, anl a very poor one at that, since American
women did not possess the requisite for the study of theology.
The natural eonsequence of restriction to ome occupation was
tha t many married women were "no more fit to be wives and mothers
than to be statesmen anl generals”", Too meny women shirked their
liousehold responsibilities by talking refuge in arding=houses,
which were far from conducive to the establishment of & home. To
111 up their leisure time, women engaged in charities, attended
religious services, and visited the poor. The "chivalry" of the
country made it difficult if not impossible for women to earn
their living:

eesveiinere 1t is the boast that women do not labour, the en-
couragement and rewards of labour are not provided. It is so in
America, In some parts, there are now so many women dependent
on their own exertions for a maintenance, that the evil will give
way before the force of circumstances. In the meantime, the lot
of poor women is sad. Before the opening of the factories, there
were but three resources; teaciing, needle-work, and keeping
boarding~houses or hotels. Now there are the mills; and women
are employed in prlgging-offices; as compositors, as well as folde
ers and stitchers,.

Viss Martineau found the condition of American women's health

32 3oclety in America, IT, 236=244,

33 1via,, II, 245-259.
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to be generally very poor, The treatment of health subjects
by several writers had served to enlighten the public on health
matters, but there was much room for improvement., Private
houses, steam=boate, aml hotels had very limited acconmodetions
for personal cleanliness, Yost women had too 1ittle exercise
and lived in poorly ventilsted, overheated houses. Deficient
exercise resulted in "spare forms and pallid complexicns" and
weak splnee. The feelling of actually vigorous heslth was prace
tically unknown, Invellds uncomplainingly scquiesced to their
chronic poor health, iss Martineau recommended "a well=prine-
cipled reform in digteseee, With a view to the improvement of
the general health", She deplored the lack of intellectual
training because of its bad effect upon health:

The vacuity of mind of many women is, I conclude, the cause
of a vice which it is painful to allude to; but which cannot
honestly be passed over, in the consideration of the morals and
the health of Americen women., It is no secret on the spot, that
the habit of intemperance is not infrecuent among women of sta=
tion and education in the most enlightened perts of the country,d4

Politically, American women did not exist, in spite of the
principle snnounced in the Declaration of Independence "that
governments derive their Just powers from the consent of the
governed", They had no shsre in the governmenl; yet there were
laws affecting thems. Niss Martineau reviewed the injustices of
the system; Women paid taxes on their property. They could be

fined, imprisoned, and executed for certain offences. Some were

%4 1pid,, 11, 260-267,
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enslaved; others could be punished for inhumane trestment of
slsves, Tegal provisions disposed of women's property. ¥iss
Martineau asked how women could be required to obey laws when
they had not, "either actually or virtuslly, glven assent to
any law”, Even "the most prineipled democratie writers on
government"” had disgracefully sunk into fallacies.on this point,
Jefferson and James ill among them. Wiss Martineau had no
symputhy with those who would concede certain political rights
to women and withhold others. In answer to those who desired

to see women share emal property rights with men but onposed
granting them remesentation "on the grouwnd that political
duties would be incompatible with the other duties which women
have to discharge”, she sald: "Cod has glven time and power
for the discharge of ell duties; and, if he had not, it would
be for women to decide which they would leave." 35 In express-
ing this view, Miss Martineau entirely disagreed with Comte's
statement that "the radical inaptitude of the female sex" en-
tirely disqualified them "for any function of government'. %6
In answer to the plee tiet women acquiesced to the decision
of men, Miss Martineau said tlat acquiescence must be complete,
if the exocuse was to have strength, For Lerself she said, "I

for one, do not acquiesce. I declare thet whatever obedience

%5 society in America, I, 148-151.
36 positive Philosophy, II, 286,
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I yield to the lsws of the society in which I live is a m tter
between, not the community and myself, but my judgment and my
will."” Again, she oblected to the plea that "by enjoying the
protection of some laws" women gave "their assent to all"., She
said, "A boon of any sort is no compensation for the privation
of something else; nor can the enloyment of it bind to the per=~
formence of snything to which it bears no relation.” The most
general plea of all, thet women virtually ruled men through the
heart, and trerefore actually exercised their righte, Miss Mar-
tinesu regarded as sheer nonsense, 97

Briefly stated, Miss Martineau's views on the womsn question
were as follows: The origin of the problem lay in the changing
social structure; the solution in discovering woman's proper
place in the e conomic reorganization., She regarded the subordi-
nation of women a violation of goclal Justice. She had reason
to resent personally the discriminations made against her sex;
vet her hard intellectualism prevented her from joining the
radical feminists of the Mary Wollstoneeraft Godwin order, In-
stead, she inquired into the grounds for the narron pre judl ces
which sc hindered women's progress. She perceived tlat the root
of the injustice lay in the commonly accepted belief in women's
natural inferiority, The results of the inadequate training
given to women had strengthened this opinion, Miss Martineau

knew well enough that radicalism, too often the exmession of

87 Society in America, I, 151~154.
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;.'ersonal grievance, would only breed antagonism against any
uovement for the emancipation of women., She knew, too, that if
the condition of women was to be improved thzt women must take
the initiative, Only by proving their ability equel to that of
men could they expect to achieve recognition as man's equals.
Lastly, women must exercise patience and Judgment; they must
feel their individual responsibility in the spread of enlight-
ened ideas,

This examination of Miss Martineau's views on the position
of woman leads naturslly to snother subject of significance, of
a more strictly literary nature; namely, the women characters

in her novel Deerbrook and in her stories, It is in her women

charscters that IMiss Mertineau excels. Through them she not
only reflects the condition of women during the nineteenth cen-
tury but also exemplifies, conscilously or unconsciously, her in-
terpretation of woman's function in the social orgsnization.

er women characters sre drawn from every rank of soclety., Those
of the middle and lower classes, however, far outnumber those of
the highest station. They are also more geilfully delineated
and prove more essential to the progress of the story ih which
they appear., Pairing off women characters in several instances
afforded opportunity for contrast, thereby re-enforecing charac-
teristic traits. UThere claracters are at sll developed, they are
generally very realistic.

A few examples will serve to support these observations on
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Mise Martineau's women charscters. There are seversl woren in
leerbrook worthy cf studye The governess, ¥eris Young, is, like
many cthers of her class, the deughter of a ruined gentleman, -9
Ver strong character and superior learning, coupled with Ler une
seiiish eervice to those about her, seem all the more remsrkeble
in face of the fuot tist she 18 a frail 11ttle oripple. Of the
two sisters in the novel, Margaret and Yester Ibbotson, Mergaret
i8 by far the more forceful personality, iHester's finer traits
remain unieveloped until tested by triale wnd herdehips which
compelled her to overcome a strong tendeney to selflshness. Dom=
inated by s fine al truism, Margavet compels admiration for the
many noble mselitles of her characters Vhen her slster end her
husband undergoe financial misfortunes, she takes on meny of the
household responzibilitice snd inelste tiet they ehore hor in-
come, During a terridvle epidemic of fever in the village of:
Deerbrook, she unselfishly gives ber full time to the care of
the slok, many of them so ignorant that they 14ttls apprsciste
her kind labors. OSuvely, she lived as she once told Maria Young
that she 44d: "'I have a plan of 1ife,sseee It I8 to do the
duty tiot 1les nearest et hand is, to keep you up to yours.'"” 39
Through her Miss Martinesu expressed some of her own beliefs,

Cn the pubject of mrriage Margavet once sald that courts ip
should be trested seriously, that instopd of being spoiled by

38 g, weff, Viotorisn fwrking fomen, Pe 155
%9 p, 864,
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ok
artifice, it should be regsrded with that seriocusness and sin-
cerity which are so essentisl in marrisge. 40 wrs, Grey and urs,
Rowland, both typical Vietorian ms trons, in several respects
stard in contrast to each other. Both are very much concerned
with the responsibility of getting their dasughters mrried off,
but Mrs, Grey is by far the more sensible of the two. She is
more intellectual, and less prone to do things for the sake of
appearance than her neighbor is., Nirs, Rowlani makes herself
thoroughly disliked by everyone becsuse of her deceitfulness.
Ag the story advances, she more snd more incurs the hatred of
the reader because of the exhibition of actually mean traite.
Her proud soul is humbled at last when her oldest daughter dies
becsuse she refusee, from pettiness and spite, to call in Dr,
Hope.

The political economy tales also contribute several women
characters worthy of attention. Fanny and lMelea Berkeley are
only two of the meny young women of the wealthy families of
ingland who were compelled, by financial reverses, to earn their
own living. And, llke many others of their class, they welcomed
the opportunity. Fanny confided to her sister, shortly after
the news of the fallure of their fatuer's bank reached them:
"'llow, Melea, now the time is come tlat we have talked of so

often., Now is the time for you and me to try to achleve a truer

40 De 63,
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independence thanwe have lost.'” 41 1n the same s tory appears
Vrs, Cavendish, whose sole interest is in making a grand impres-
sion in the social circle of Haleham. She is shallow and pedan~
tic. ohe spends money extravagantly on clothes, s0 that her
children look like decorated dolls; yet she does not even pro-
vide them with nourishing food to eat., £lla of Garveloch, an
humble Seotch pessant glrl, is to be remembered for her indefat-
igable indws try and unusual managerisl efficiency. 48 the head
of a household previous to her merrisnge, sbe is successful in
condueting a emall fishing business. Although her responsibil-
iti es were heavy, she never neglected her duty ss both sister
and mother to her three younger brothers, Let«r, in her own
home, she 18 equally as capable of performing her menifold
duties, 42 Cousin Marshall and ¥rs. Bell are vividly contrast-
ed throughout snother of the political economy tales. Cousin
Varshell i a kindly soul with a generoslty of heart that knew
no bounds, Already the mother of five children, she takes two
orphans into her home and takes an active interest in their
brother and sister, Mrs. Bell, the children's meternal aunt
and s woman of comfortable mearns, shows no inmterest in the wel-

fure of the orphans. 43 Letitia is a highly educated, artistic

41 "Berkeley the Banker, Part 1" Illustrations of Political
Economy, V, 150-151.

42 ng11g of Gurvelooh"(Parts I amd II), Illustrations of Po-
liticel Zconomy, Vole II.

43 ngousin Marshell", Illustrations of Politicsl Economy,
Vol, IIT.
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person who has married intc the EZnglish nobility. 4ceustomed
as she has been to a busy life as an actress before her msrriage,
she continues to keep her time well occupied with useful things,
and thereby escapes the boredom which most women of her position
experienced, She concerns herself with‘ her husband's business
and wields a great influence over his services as a states-
man, %4 Mary Kay is & pathetic woman, who had seen better days,
Under the hardships of poverty, she takes to drinking and at
last dles s wretched drunkard, But Miss Martineau makes it
clear tlat the woman was a poor vietim of clroumetances; so the
reader never once condemns her, 45

In conclusion, it ie only fitting to ask if, after all,
¥iss Martineau and Comte di £fered so widely in the mo tter of
woman's function in society as their theories would seem to im=
ply. The answer is, Mo. Comte maintained timt woman's special
function in the social organization was eseentially the "office
of Sentiment", by which he meant that women's mission was to
exsrcise a refining influence upon the co0ld, rough reason of
man, This is the same service which, Judging from her women
characters, iiss Martineau would hsave womsn render soclety, be-
cause the ones who fall ghort of performing this duty are made
to appear es failures. Her most admirable clmracters are those

who were capable of performing their practical duties without

44 vpor Zaeh and for 411", Illustrations of Political EZeon-
omy, Vol, IV,

45 ngomers not Reapers", Illustrations of Political Econonmy,
Vol, VII,
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neglecting their more tender offices, It is in the sphere of
woman's activities that Miss Martineau snd Comte held diver-
gent views, Nise Martinesu would not 1imit woman's work to
the domestic realm; Comte emphatically declared that the home
should be womsn's sphere. In the two following chapters Miss
lartineau's own work as & woman will be examined with the ob=-
Ject of establishing more definitely that, so far as woman's
function was conermed, Comte's and Miss Martineau's views were

essentially the sames



Chap ter VI
Harriet Martineau's Crusade for the Abolition of Slavery

In substance Miss Martineau's message to her sex was,
"Serve your fellowman, and in turn you will elevate your own
position.” The objJeect of this and the following chapter is to
snswer the questi on) To what extent was she herself actuated
by this rule? It must be remembered that Miss Vartineau lived
in a century in which many branches of thought, philanthropy
among them, were in their infancy. 1 It must likewise be ree
membered that she was dominsted by a philosophy whose "insig-
tlence upon unity in the world and in human ne ture"” mde ser-
vice to humenity a duty. 2 1t was thus natural for liss
Martineau to render what service she could in behalf of Jus~
tice for the oppressed members of socliety. "The real and Jus~-
tifiable and honourable subject of interest to humen beings,
living and dying," she wrote, "is the welfare of their fellows,
surrcunding them, or surviving them." % Her humenitarian ine
terests led her into the treztment of such a variety of subjects
in her works that it is not possible, within the scope of two
chapters, to make sn inguiry into all of lher contributions in
behalf of justice or to accomplish an exhaustive study of any of
them, The study will be restricted to the following topies, in

1 Graik, English Prose, p. 463.
2 yalker, The Literature of the Vietarisn Zra, pp. 182-183,

3 Autobiography, II, 439,




99

the order given: slavery; domestic economy; the care of suffer-
ers such as lunatics, the deaf, the dumb, snd the blind; and
penal reforms It can hardly be overemphasized that Miss Nare-
tineau consistently apyproached these subjects from the stand-
peint of political economy because she regarded the injustices
involved as due to economic maladjustments,

Miss Martineau was an ardent abolitionist, FHer visit to
Amcrica at the beginning of the "reign of terror", as she re=
ferred to the period preceding the Civil War, only strengthened
ﬁd her convictions against slavery., ©She made every e ffort to
inform herself on the actual condition of slavery: She attend-
ed colonization and slso abolition meetings. She slso spent
some monthse in the South, where she witnessed personally the
workings of the institution of slavery. "To see slaves is not
to be reconciled to slavery," she declsred. 4 The colonigza=
tionists she came to regerd as "simply a selection from the
Pro-slavery multitude, who did the Slave States the service of
ridding them of clever anl dangerous slaves, and throwing a
tub to the whale of adverse opinion, and easing lazy or weak
conseiences, by professing to deal, in a safe and beneficial
manner, with the otherwlse hopeless difficulty". 6 a4 her
first attendance of en abolitionist meeting in Cambridge

(November, 1835), Mise Martineau, upon Mr, Loring's request

4 Retrospeet of Western Travel, I, 233.
5 Autobiography, II, 13.
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for a word upon the subjeet of slavery, declared herself
wholly in sympathy with the principles of abolition. The ex~
pression of this conviction was fraught with danger, for a

mob was at that time threstening outside the house. 411l lead=-
ing newspapers came out strongly against Miss Martineau, Their
criticism so prejudioed the public thet for a time she was so-
cially ostracized. 6 Tt Miss Vartineau was deeply concerned
over the problem of abolition is evidenced by her wishing thet
she could have dled in Lovejoy's place, because "the murder of
an linglish traveller would have settled the business of iAmeri-
can S1avery eeess more speedily than perhaps any other inci-
dent". Ly For some years she seriouwsly considered returning to
America to devote her life to the cause which to her seemed
"the greatest pending in the world", 8 She asctually contribu-
ted a substantial sum to the abolition fund through the sale

of her fancy wark. ® 1n 1838, in recognition of her work for
the freedom of slaves, she received s certificate of membership

from the Nassachusetts Anti~slavery Society of Lynn. 10

® 1p14,, II, 25-40.

7 1pia,, II, B6.

8 1pid,, II, 84.

% rbia,, III, 283, 352,
10 1pya,, 111, 223,
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Theoretically, Miss Martineau found the institution of
slavery based on fallacious prineiples, No one could be bhmed
8} for the origin of slavery, It had slways existed wherever
large new tracte of land had been bdrought into cultivation.
Negro slavery had, by economic necessity, been inadvertently
introduced inte the American colonies from the West Indies,
The system had, however, outgrown its usefulness, 1 Lepally,
the holding of elaves as property could not be Justified, be-
cause "property is held by conventional, not natural right",
Since thecre had never been a conventional agreement between
the parties concerned, men had no rigit to hold other men as
property, 12 Meny who perceived the anomsly between the cus=-
tom and the law, however, preferred to keep quiet rather than
endanger the union. Thie attitude lise Vartinesu condemned
a8 & "oompound fallacy". To her thers was no connection be-
‘ween slavery and the union, If there were, then the union
must fall because slavery was wrong. "I regard 1t as a false
and mischievous assumption,” she declared, "that slavery 1s
bound up with the Union: bdut if I believed the dictum, I

should not be for 'putting off the evil day.'" 12

11 5o0iety in America, I, 341, 356, 3%

12 Symmary of Principles, "Demerara’, Illustrations of
Politieal Economy, II, 141~143.

12 500 ety in America, I, 184-185,
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The fundamental discrepancy in the whole system lay in the utter
disregard of humsn rights, 1% Furthermore, the vpolitical dis~
crimination against the colored citizens of the United States
wos a violation of the repulican rmrineiples announced in the
constitution, 18 The indulgence of slaves as a compensation
for their condition of servitude Miss Martineau considered an-
other practice contrary to all lews. She said, "I was hesrt-
8ick of being told of the ingratitude of slaves, and weary of
explaining that indulgence can never atone for injury: that
the extremest pampering, for a life~time, is no emivalent for
Tights withheld, no reperation for irreparable injustice," 16
In general, MNiss Martineau found the condition of slaves
exceedingly bad. 4lthough she founi large numbers of them well
treated, s'e could never become reconciled to the fact that they
were not free. Any sttempt to describe in 8o limited a space
the condition of slaves as Niss Martineau found it may easily
result in a distortion of the facts because of the difficulty
of clting observations which repreaentA her general impression,
Of slavery in the di fferent sections of the country she said:

Alabama, Missiseippi, snd Louisians, present the extreme

e Society in America, IT, 129.

15 1p34,, 1, 144-148; II, 106107,

16 1v14,, 11, 110.
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case of the fertility of the soil, the prosperity of proprie-
tors, and the woes of slaves. I found the Virginians spoke
with sorrow and contempt of the trestment of slaves in North
and Scuth Carolina: South Caroline and Georglia, of the trest-
ment of slsves in the richer states to the west: and, in these
last, I found the case too bad to admit of aggravatioNesses AS
I went further north agein, I found an improvement, 1

Miss Martineau commented upon the servile countensnces of some
of the most degraded negroes in a company of slaves traveling
west:

sevseeelt i8 usual to call the most derressed of them brut~
ish in sppearance, In some sense they are so; but I never saw
in any brute en expression of countenanse so low, so lost, as
in the most degraded class of negroes, There is some life and
intelligence in the countenance of every snimal; even in that
of "the eilly sheep,” nothing so dead as thi vacant, unheeding
look of the depressed slave is to be seen. 8

A visit to the negro quarter on a large plantation filled Miss
Fartineau with disgust, because she founl that the economic
status of negro slaves imposed a low standard of living upon
them, The following quotation is an excerpt from her record of

what she saw in the slave quarter:

thing between a haunt of monkeys and a dwell=-
inS‘i)iz;::;Igrigu;:z.boinga. The natural good taste, =0 remerkable
in free negroes, is here extinguished. Their small, dingy.fxim-
tidy houses, their oribs, the children crouching round the zz;g,
the enimal deportment of the grown-up, the brutish chagrins a
enjoyments of tre old, were all loathesome..sss & walk through
a lunatic asylum is faf less psinful than e visit to the slave
quarter of sn estates 19

To be sure, this standard of 1living had ite evil socisl ef-

fects, The morals of slaves, both individusl end domestic, were

17 1v14., 1, 304,
18 1p3a,, 1, 216.
19 1p14,, I, 224,
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periously impaired. The effects upon the individusl will be
first examined., WNatursl law, declared Miss lJartineau, permit-
ted & person to develop both his mental and his physical powers,

eeseoit 18 & law of every man's physical ne ture that he
could work with the limbs; of every man's goral nature, that
he should know; and knowledge is to be had only by one method ;
by bringing the ideal and the actual world into contact, and
proving each by the other, with ome's own brain and hande for
insturments, and not another's.
Miss Martineau very probably owed something to Carlyle for her
conviction the t there exists a relation between happiness and
work, that anyone deprived of work is ghereby deprived of happi-
ness, In her opinion the slive did not heve too much work; it
wag work unbalanced by too much of the actual and too 1little of
the ideal which barred him from happiness. Although he knew the
hardships of phyeical labor, he suffered most from the vacuity
and hopelessness of idlenese.

eseeslie has neither the privilege of the brute, to exercise
himgelf vigorously upon instinct, for an immediate object, to
be gained and forgotten; nor the privilege of the man, to ¢oil,
by moral necessity, with some pain, for results which yield an
evergrowing pleasure. It is not work which is the curse of the
Slave: he is rarely so blessed as to know whet 1t 1is,
Miss Martineau discussed 1ife in the slave states in respect to
work from the stendpoint of two classes; the servile snd the im=
perious., The slaves paesed their 1ives wretchedly "between an
utter debasement of the will, amd a conflict of the will with

external force", 20 They were "more or less degraded by slmvery

20 Ibid., II, 94=106.
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in proportion to their original strength of ciaracter, or edu-
cational discipline of mind", 21 The ol reumstances of members
of the other class were hardly less favorable, as their minds
were early teinted with the idea that lsbor was disgraceful, 22
Yersonal happiness, therefore, was, unier the system of slavery,
prohibited to the grest ma Jority of both races.

The morsl evils of slavery Miss Martineau regarded as no
less pernicious to the individual than to the family. She spoke
out boldly on the corruption of domestic morels under the insti-
tution of slavery. On this subject she and Comte fully agreed.
Comte said that the facility which slavery afforded libertiniem

made monogamy little more than a profeesion. 23

Domestic fidel-
ity, iss Martineau found, wae the exception rather than the
Tule in slave stotes, becsuse only a few resisted the contaglon
of vice. Custom permitted plantation owners to have their har-
em8, The degradation of women, both white and black, and the
Suffering of children, a8 relsted by Miss Mertineau, are too
palnful to recount, The positive licentiousness of the South
%es nowhere more prominent than in New Orleans, where quadroon
connecti ons were all but universel and were of tentimes contin-
ved after marrisge, Miss Martineau looked upon the whole situ=

atlon as a very melancholy one indeed.

s

%1 Retrospect of Testern Travel, II, 98

% Soclety in America, TI, 102-103.

e 22 Philosophy of the Sciences, I, 285; Positive Philosophy,
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What security for purlty snd peace there can be where ev-
ery man has had two connexions, orne of which must be concea
A&; and two families, whose existence must not be known to each
other; where the oconjugal relation begine in treachery, and
must be carried on with & heavy secret in t'e husband's breast,
no words are nceded to explain,
The domestic 1ife of the negroes was, if possible, even less
satisfactory than that of their superiors. Yegross were paired
and varted like brutes at their master's will; members of a
family were frequently sold into a distant section of the coun=

try, 24

Furth ermore, intermarriage between whites and blacks
became very common. 20

The economic aspecte of slavery, according to liss Martineau,
were fully as complex as were the moral phasess The shifting of
8lavery from one section of the United Steates to another was the
natursl outcome of chenges in the economic etructure. 4bolition
of slavery in the north had followed the displacement of agri-
®lture by manufacturing and commercial interests o-nd the dis-
covery that agricultural labor could be carried on by the whites.
Slavery, r’ise Vvartineau held, was appropriate only in new unset-
tled land, 7Tt had been a politicel anomaly at the time of the
Revolution; it had now become an economie ore also. It actually
impoverished some of the older states whose lands had deterior-
ated, These states, in turn, sold thelr surplus slaves to the

States to the west., Thus, slavery was ultimately destined to

———

*% Soclety in iuerica, IT, 106=140.

%8 Retrospect of Nestern Iravel, I, 229.
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arrive at a nstural termination. In an effort to hasten the
end of slavery two schemes had been pronosed: colonization
and abolition. Niss Vartineau said that anyone who thought
at 21l could see the ecohomic impossibility of transporting
the entire slave population, then sbove two millions and a
half, to Africa. In the twenty years that the Colonisation
Society had been functioning, it had sent between two and three
thousand negroes to africa, while the annual increase of the
slave population was, approximstely, sixty thoussnd. The num-
ber of free blascks was about three hundred and sixty-two thou~
sand, On the face of these figures abolition secemed far more
effective than covlonization for a solution to the slavery
problem, But Miss Vartinesu perceived the danger of freeing
the negroes without some legal provisions,

essesThe One thing necessary, in the economieal view of
the case, 1s that effleient meusures ghould be taken to pre-
vent an unwise dispersion of these labourers: measures, I
mean, which should in no way interfere with their personal
TaNaghs 46 the WES% Tukb oy BOGIE GiMit Iy rantees M

.

A8 a factor of production Viss lesrtinesu regorded slave
labor as very ineffective, "Human labour;" she said, "is more
valuable ;han brute labour, only because actuated by reason;

for human strength is inferior to brute strength.” She ad~

vanced the theory thst labor originetes in tle will. Since
8laves had 1little opportunity to exercise either reason or

26 soclety in America, I, B45-395,
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will and since thelr strength was inferior to that of brutes,
their labor was, therefore, of less value. In comparison to
free labor Miss Martineau held that slave labor offered no ad-
vantages to the capitalist., He owned free and slave labor
eqally., Herein lay the disadvantage: "Where the labourer is
held as capital, the capitalist not only pays a much higher
price for an equal quantity of labour, but also for waste,
negligence, and theft, on the part of the labourer." 27 wr,
Wellace, the manager of an iron-work factory in one of Miss
Vartineau's stories stated this economie prineiple in snother
way:

sessethere is no bond of mutual interest between master
and slave, as there is between the capitalist samd free labeur-
er., It matters nothing to the slave whether his master em-
ploys his capital sctively or profitably or not; while this is
ﬁ?ﬁ :%;Iggggftggt consideration between the free labourer and

In one number of the political economy series Viss Mare
tineau skilfully incorporated and illustrated in story form sll |
of the aspects of slavery Just discussed, The story referred
to is "Demerara™, wiich is the ome story which americans knew
if they knew anything at all about iiiss Mai‘tineau_ before she
visited America. 4 summary of the story will illustrate her

method of dealing with the social, moral, and economic phases

27 Summary of Principles, "Demerara', Illustrations of
Politieal Economy, II, 141-143,

28 7he 1111 anl the Valley", Illustrations of Political
Economy, I, 39.
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of slavery. The place of the story is & plantation in
Demerara, in British Guiana., At the opening of the story
Alfred and Wary Bruce returned from England, where they had
been for fourteen years to get their education. Everything
seemed altered since their childhood days; the plantation no
longer had a prosperous appearance. The children fournd their
mother in chronic poor health and their father not doing so
well finanelally. Mr. Bruce attributed his difficulties to
several things: the oppression of the mother country, fore
eign competition, hurricanes, and mortality and insurrection
among his slaves. A4lfred declared that the institution of
slavery was entirely responsible, He belleved that slavery
had originated for the general good and would, in the ncar
future, be abolished for the same reason. It made his heart
sick to witness the listlessness of the slaves at work. Ve
made friends with one of the slaves, Cassius., Alfred encour-~
aged him to work hard so he eould pay out & ransom and go to
Liberia., The wretched condition of domestic 1life among the
8laves is brought out through a conversation among members of
0ld Mark's family. The young people could not remember the
time when there had been a marriage on their own plantation,
There was no incentive for sluves to marry snd establish homes.
Slaves' wives could be beaten by their masters before their
husbands, who were helpless because their duties as slaves came
before their dquties as husbands., Furthermore, there was the con~

stant danger of separation. 4n exciting
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point in the story is the coming of a hurricane, which simply
ruined Mr. Bruce. The slaves rejoiced at the drowning of
their eruel slavedriver, Mr, Horner, during the storm. Wr,
Bruce was then compelled to sell his slaves, Alfred was in-
strumentsl in freeing Cassius so that he could go to Liberia .29
The Hour and the Man, a historical romance, is another of
Miss Martineau's worke dealing with the sublect of slavery.
The novel traces the character and fortunes of Toussaint
L'Quverture, Niss lMartineau's purpose in writing it was "to
present thut genuine hero with his actual sayings and doings
(a8 far as they were extant) to the world", 30 The novel has
been called "the most important work of fiction smong Harriet
Martineau's writings" and also "a vivid page of history".
The story begins with the insurrection of the negro slaves
in St, Domingo in August, 1791. Toussaint, a slave on the
Breda plantation, after a strusgle between loyalty to the
royalist cause and duty to his race, rose to the leadership
of his fellowmen. The story terminates with the hero's pathet-
ic end. o

29 11lustrations of Political Eeonomy, Vols II.

30 sutoblography, IT, 156,
51 Helen Rex Xeller, The Reader's Dipest of Books, p. 408.




Chapter VII

Miss Martineau's Work as a Philanthropist

As intimated at the opening of the preceding chapter, this
chapter is a continuation of the activities which Miss Martineau
engaged in for the uplifting of soeciety. The following quota=
tion from her Autobiography needs no annotation to explain why
her work as a domestic economist is worthy of study:

esessNO true women, married or single, can be happy without
some sort of domestic 1life;--without having somebody's happile
ness dependent on her; and my own ideal of an innocent and happy
1ife was a house of my own smong »oor improvable neighbours,
with yoing servants whom T might train snd attach to myselfj...

Actuated by this desire, Viee Vartinesu, in the winter of 18456~
1846, erected & howe of her own in the fsmous Lake District
near the 1ittle villsge of Ambleside. 48 she explained in the
story of her 1ife, she borrowed money to enable her to build on
a cash basis in order to set an example t the neople of the
district:

seeselt 18 the pernicious custom of the district to glve
very long credit, even in the case of workmen's wages. One of
my intentions in becoming a housekeeper was to discountenance
this, and to break through the custom in ry owmn person., I told
all the tradesmen that T would not desl with them on any other
terme than ready money payments, alleging the inconvenilence to
ersons of small income of having all their bills pouring in at
andlemas., At firet I was grumbled at for tie "inconvenience;"’
but, before I had lived here two years, I was supplicated for
my custom, my reputation being that of being "the best paymaster
in the nelghborhood." 2

1 11, 225.
2 11, 221,
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The truth of this lust statement is corroborated by the faot
that when Vrs, Chapman set about t% compile liise Nartinesu's
memoirs, she found among the labeled mckages which Iiss Nar-
tineau hsed left, "two cerdboards tied together with tape, in-
seribed 'Unpeid Bills,.'" But Mre. Chapman found no papers
between the cardboards send learned that there never lad been
any. 3

The establishment of her home scon offered another means
to Mise Vartinesu of serving her heighbors, She found it dif-
ficult, on sccount of the lsrge number of touriste in the sum=
mer, to procure such staple foods us mest, eggs, cream, butter,
and vegetables. Thus it was that in 1848 she begsn an experi-
ment of small farming which soon becsuwe an affasir of general
interest, Her own housekeeping diificuliy was not the only
factor which prompted her to experiment with ferming. "4 more
serious considerastion,”" she seid, "wae the bed method of farm-
ing in the Lake District, which seemed to need an example of
better menagement, on however humble a scale. Ny neighbors
insisted on it that cows require three acres of land apiece;
whereas I belleved that, without emulating Cobbett, I could
do better than that." Miss Vartineau procured the service of
a sympathetic laborer, whom she provided a house to the back

of her home, and, in spite of ridicule and criticism, the ex-

" Ibide, III, 270,
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periment proved successiul,

The result was that, with a half asere of rented land,
Kiss Martineau kept about a cow ami a half (that is, she
bought some feed) on her little farm, and enjoyed the luxury
of having her own meat, vegetables, eggs, and dalry products.
At the end of the first year of experiment liss Martineau,
by request, wrote sn sssistant poor-law commisioner abecut the
resulte., Soon after, the letter canme out in the Times. The
reprinting of this letter in other papers led to & second
letter at the end of the following year, both of which were
later published in pamphlet form. 4 yrs. Chapman spoke of
the wide circulation which these letters enjoyed:

eeceeds mistress of s family and as a domestic economist,
one may know some of the particulars by referring to her (liiss
Vartineau's) little book, "Our Famm of Two Acres,” which is so
constantly in circulation, and reprinted in America, "in the
conviction,” say the publishers, "that the loecsl character of
the experiences will not affect their value to smerican read=-
ers,"” This agricultural experiment of hers was so successful
as to attract a great deal of ngu ce, and influenced some pPro=
ceedings in the neighbourhood.

8f all the attempts indicatlive of Viss Martineau's genuine
interest in raising the soclsl stondard of living, none is so
exemplary as her work with the working people of Ambleside.
Beginning in 1848 and eontinuing until her health falled her,
Miss Mertineau delivered "a yearly course of lectures to the

mechanics of Ambleside and their families”, which had developed

4 1pid,, II, 340-342,
5 1vid,, 111, 271,



114

out of the interest of the adults in her travel lectures to
the school children. Her cobject in giving the lectures was "to
give rational amusement to men whom all circumstances seemed
to conspire to drive to the public-~house, and to interest them
in matters which might lead them to books, or at least give
them something to think about”, The courses included informa-
ticnal subjects such as sanitation, the history of Zngland,
the history of America, and sustralia. 6

The course of lectures on sanitation »roved, Miss Martlineau
said, "an effectual preparation for [her] scheme of inetituting
a building Society”. The conditions of the working people were
very bad. 4lthough they esrned high wages, they paid excessive
rent for cottages which provided inadequute housing accommoda=
tions, so that as & result their morals degenerated. WNiss
Yartineau's comment follows:

eessoinen the people are compelled to sleep, ten, twelve,
or fourteen in two rooms, there can be 1ittle hope for their
morals or memers; and one of the causes of the excessive in-
temperance of the population is well known to be the discomfort
of the crowded dwellings,
Miss Martineau hoped "to cut off the sources of disease, sin
and misery by 2 purer me thod of living". She gave an account

of hov she attempted to accomplish this high aim:

sseesliy recourse was to the "workies" themselves, in that
set of lectures; in which I endeavoured to show them that all
the means of healthy and virtuous living were aroumd them,-=-
in a wide space of country, slopes for drainage, floods of

61b3d,., 11, 301-309,
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gushing water, and the virolesomest air imaginadble, T showed
them how they were paying away in rent, money enough to pro-
vide every head of & household with a ccttage of his own in
a few years; and I explained to them the principle of such a
Building Society as we might haveeesss?
The meeting to form the Bulilding Soclety was held in Viss
Vartineau's own home. The result was the wuilding of 2 range
of substantial tenement cottages. Years later an ismerican
women travellinz in fngland visited the Iake District and saw
these cotteges. Her stetement appeared in a newspaper account
of the placing of & Jarriet !srtineau statue in Colleze Hall
at 7ellesley College:
sseesl visited the model cottages erected by Wiss NMartineau,
when model tenements were little thought of, end found on con=
versation vdth the inmates the t tie manory of the benefactor
was fragrant. 8
Vrs. Chapmn said: "The 'Harriet Martinecau Cottages,' at Amble-
gide, stend &8 a monument of the movement she initiated for the
creation of comfortable, economical houes and the lowering of
rents, " 9
Another highly significant chaepter in Miss Mertineau's phil-
anthropie work deals with her relation to the poor-law reform
in Zngland., She was persuaded by Lord Srouwghem, after he had

resd the first five numbers of the Illustrations of Political

7 1pid., II, 306-307,.
8 gsarah F, Whiting, "The Harriet Mertineau and Other Works

of Anna Whitney", The Vellesley College News, Vol, XXI, No. 15
(January 23, 1915), Ppe 1-2, ’ '

9 sutoblography, III, 331.
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Zeonomy, to write four tsles to illustrate the poor-laws to
assist the Poor-Law Commission in its investigations. Already
overworked, Miss Martineau consented to sccept the invitation
to further labors only bedause of the urgency of the situation.
She recorded in her Autobiography: "It was the extreme need
and difficulty of poor-law reform that won me to the addition=
al tasks I bad for many years been in a stste of despalr about
national affalrs,.eess” Miss Martineau said that she never
wrote anything with more glee than she did "The Hamlets", the
talewritten to exemplify the proposed reform. The stories
were all published by the Diffusion Society. The Poor-Law
Commission furnished tle inform tion gathered by its inquiries
into the operation of the poor-laws. !Miss lartinesu Lerself
supplied many suggesti ons in her exposure of the evils of the
0ld system and the portrayal of features of tie proposed new
law,

The poor-law tales, by bringing about & uniformity of
opinion among thoee intent on finding a remedy for the care of
the poor, were largely instrumentsl in hasﬁening the reform of
the poor-law systems She was deeply gratified that the fea-
tures of her document on the sublect were identical with those
of the government plan, as she related in the account of her
life:

esseelly document actuslly crossed in the street one sont
me by a Member of the government detalling the heads of the
new Bill, T sat down to read it with no 1little emotion, =nd

some apprehension; eand the moment when, arriving at the end, I
found that the government scheme and my own were identical,
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point by point, was not cne to be easily forgotten.

Although these tales met with success, ¥iss Martineau believed
that her connection with the government was a handicap to their
usefulness:

I do not repent doing those tales, because I hope and believe
they were useful at = special crisis: but they never succeeded
to any thing 1like the extent of my own Series; and it certainly
appeared tist all connexion with the Diffusion Soclety, and Lord
Brougham, and the 7hig government, was so much mere detriment to
my usefulness snd my influence, 10

These poor-law tales were, however, not Miss Martineau's
chief contribution to the poor-law problems. Previous to TLord
Brougham's proposal that she illustrate the operation of the poor-
laws, ehe had sent "Cousin Varshall™, which trests of the poor=-
laws, to the press., Consecutive issues of the Illustirations of

Political Economy were "Ireland" and "Homes sbroad", which were

further exemplifications of the ineffectiveness of the poor-laws:.l:
Viss Murtineau also touched upon the pauper problem in two other
tales of the series, "Sowers not Heapers" end "A Tale of the Tyne
Through these stories she hoped to disseminste information on
three matters: the cause of pauperism and poverty from the stand
point of economics, the operaticn and effécts of the poor-law
system, and ways of remedying the evils of the system, Once the

public was enlightened, reform would be quick in coming.

10 sutobiography, T, 218-222,
11 1bsa., 1, 218,
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Poverty Miss Martineau regarded as a problem of economics
and more Specifically of distribution. Inany soclety, she said,
there was a gradation of ranks, the lowest having only a subsis-
tence, Suspension of the means of subsistence for any cause,
such as disaster, sickness, or infirmity, comwerted the poor in-
to the indigent. Indigence, in turn, bred misery end viee, which
became a social problem. Charity, public and private, or the
distribution of a dole only encouraged shiftlessness and its
attendant evils, Consumption was thereby rendered unproducﬁve.
The principle underlying any remedy, whatever the method might
be, must be economically sound; that is, it must allow labor
snd capltal to take their nstursl course. 12

Just what measures she regarded as consistent with the prine
ciples of economics Mies Martineau did not hesitate to say.
Charity, instead of seeking to relieve bodily wante, must be
directed to the enlightenment of the mind. 1In order to eliminste
the dieproportion‘ between the number of consumers and the means
of subsistence, the increase of population must be diecouraged.m
Permanent reduction of the population would come only by educate=
i;ng the people until they were "qualified for the guardis:xmh ip
of their own interests"., 14

12 Summary of Principles, "Cousin Marshall", Illustrations of
Politiecal Economy, III, 130-132, RN P i

13 Loc. cit.

14 Summery of Principles, "Ireland", Illustrations of Politi-
cal Economy, III, 136.
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For temporary relief of the evils due to overpopulation liss
Martineau advocated colonization. Two kinds had been adopted by
the British Empire: foreign colonization and home colonization.
Foreign colonization included voluntary emigration and penal
colonization, State-directed voluntary emigration undertook to
do three things: to improve the condition of the emigrants, to
better the condition of those who remained =t Lome, and to aid
in the development of a new region. The objects of penal colon=
ization were: "the security of soclety by the removal of the of-
fender". MNiss Martineau warned agaimst the combimtion of penal
with voluntary emigration, Such a pzpcedure, she sald, tended
to defest the purposes of both kinds of emigration because of
the bed influence of convicts upon a normal community. Home
colonization, slthough better than charity, Vise Martineau con=-
sidered inferior to foreign colonization because it alienated
capitel from its natural channels and encouraged an increase of
populati on. 15

Miss Martineau's literary exemplification of her theories of
the problem of poverty, which, ‘aa has been a_aid, she regsrded as
a phase of distribution, is mm?t convineings An analysis of only

one of her stories desling with the gubject will suffice to eval=~

uate the truth of this statement, 1In "Cousin Marshall" the death

of an impoverished mother left four children destitute and de-

pendent upon societys. This situation afforded sn opportunity to

15 Summary of Principles, "Hoes sbroad", Illustrations of
Politieal Heonomy, IV, 126=128.
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show the difference between public and private charity, and be-
tween ineffective and effective cisrity, Tie two oldest children
were sent to the workhouse, while Wrs, Marshall, a maternal aunt,
took the other two. Her method of charity represents the kind
which Miss Martineau approved of. Mrs. NMarshall taught 1little
Selly, who was quickly growing bliml, how to knit end to do other
useful things with her hamis, Then, when she knew that the child
must be sent to the Blinl Asylum befare she became totally blind,
she very tactfully acquainted Sally with the customs, employments,
and advantages of the institution so that the child would be able
to adjust herself more easily to her new surroundings. She slse
encouraged the little girl to cultivate a cheerful attitude in
spite of her hendicaps Thus, when Sally entered the Blind Asylum,
she felt grateful for the meny opportunities it had to offer,
This, however, is only one example of Mrse Marshall's many chari-
ties, .

The story dwelle at length upon the operation of the various
institutions of charity, thereby exposing the numerous evils at-
" tending the poor-lsw gystem then in use. Only a few of these
evils can be mentioned in the allotted spaces Jane, Sally's old~-

est sister, fell into bad company at the workhouse and became

lax morallye. Consequently, she met her downfall soon after she

obtained & service on & farm. The careless management of the

Foundling Fospital was demonstrated by the death of a baby whose

jdentification later became = me tter of doubt,
a medical officer, told her

In & conversa=

tion with his sister, Nr. Burke,
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tha t he was seriously thinking of resigning his post, as he had
come to believe that he was actually doing more harm then good
by officiating at the Dispensary and Lying=in Hospital., It
seemed clesr to him that the absence of these institutions would
rid society of sn evil, The one hed fostered the increase of
population until 1t was impossible to care for =ull applicants;
the other was consequently compelled to take care of an slarm=
ingly large number of people suffering from the diseases dne to
indigence. Mr. Burke had his own ideas about other institutions,
too. Te would abolish the almshouses for the aged and the worke-
houses, but he would keep the Blind Asylum and the Casualty
Hospitale

The evils attending the promiscuous distribution of a sub-
sistence-fund at the workhouse on pay day are also exposed in a
vivid chepter in the story, Som of the claimants recelved
money from several sources of charity, all becawse no effort was
mede on the pert of those in charge to investigate applications,
VMeny of the paupers were exceedingly clever. They secured as-
sistance for members of the family long since deceased; they as=
sumed all manner of deformities in order to arouse symm thy;
they concocted lles about tueir actusl condition. Begging proved
N such a lucrative occupation that the beggars organized a

fraternitye.

In this same story, which treats of the operation of the

poor-law system then in oractice, certein remedlies are proposed

for the elimination of the evils, Nr. Burke's solution, which is
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based on prineiples of economice, is undoubtedly Miss Mare-
tineau's owne. He said;

"I would aim at two objeets: inereasing the fund on which
lsbourers subsiet, and proportioning their numbers to this
fund.-- Tor the first of these purposes, not only should the
usuel means of increasing capital be actively plied, but the
immense amount which is now unproductively consumed by the ine
dlgent should be applied to purposes of production., This cane-
not be done suddenly; but it should be done intrepidly, stead-
ily, and at a gradually increasing rate, This would heve the
effect, at the same time, of fulfilling the other important obe
Ject,«=that of limlting the number of consumers to a due pro=-
portion to the fund on which they subsist," 16

Towards the end of the story Viss Martineau arranged an op-
portunity to explain more & pecifically how these two objects
should be accomplished, Nr, Burke =nd his friemd Nr. Effingham
discussed various proposals which had been recommended to the
government to relieve the rate~payers by abolishing the poor-
law tax. In answer to the question as to vhat was the best tire
to abolish the rate, Vr. Burke replied, "'The best plan, in my
opinion, yet proposed, ig this:-~to enact that no child born from
any msrrisge taking place within a year from the date of the law,
and no illegitimate child born within two years from the same
date, shall ever be entitled to perish assistance,'" 17 onee
passed, the law should be explained to the people in public
gatherings so as to ward off violence and to prevent distress,

Mise Nartineau's endeasvors to reform the pauper situation by

16 woousin Marshall™, Illustrations of Political Economy,
III, 40,

17 1bid,, ITI, 119




123

doing what she could through the diffusion of informetion on
the subject composed only a amell part of her untiring efforts
to tmprove the condition of soclizl dependents, psrticulsarly
those who suffered from personal infirmities. OShe visited every
kind of eleemosynary institution in both England and America.
Thus Miss Martineau wrote largely from her own observation and
d1d not dwell on abstractions, She herself was deficient in
three senses; hearing, taste, and smell., She knew peraoﬁally
of the many herdships which & person deficient in the senses
mus t endure, as she related in her sutoblography. She not only
had to become reconciled to her handicaps but she slso had to
learn to control an ungovernable temper which had developed in
her largely because her csse was misumierstood by her om fam-
ily., She at last came tc belleve that her deficiencies were

actually an asset;

veessThe lot did indeed secem at times too hard to be borne.
Yet here am I now, on the borders of the grave, at the end of a
very busy life, confident that this same deafness is about the
best thing that ever happened to mei=-the best, in a selfish
view, as the grandest impulse to self-mastery; and the best in
a higher view, as my moet peculiar op or tunity of helping others,
who suffer the same misfortune without equal stimulus to sur-
mount the false slame, and other mnspeakable miseries which at-

tend it, 18 _
¥herever Miss Martinesu alluded to the treatment of suffer-

ers of personal infirmities, she insisted that they not be in-

gulged. They should be trented with sympathy and compassion,

18 Autobiography, I, 72=78,
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but not coddled. And never should any amount of indulgence be
considered as compensation for the handicaps suffered., Pamper=
ing, she maintained, only developed a morbid temperament and made
the deficient person feel helpless, Instead, he should be en-
couraged to learn some occupation from which his handicaps did
not bar him,

These principles Viss Martineau expressed in numerous in-
stances and exemplified in some of her little stories. Dluring
1854 she wrote a series of articles for "Housenold Words" on
the treatment of personal infirmities, such &8 blindness, deaf-
ness, idiocy, and others. 19 Almouéh ghe did not devote whole
stories to the subject in the Illustrations of Political Econ~
omy, she did not omit this group of people in her representation

of society. Mentlon has elsewhere been made of 1ittle irchie,
the idiot in "Ella of Garveloch", amd of Sally, the dlimd child
in "Cousin Marshall"s TLittle Tim is a pathetic blind boy in "4
Talo of the Tynme" The small crippled boy Heins in "Vanderput
and Snosk" is snother character who evokes sympathy. In "Cousin
Marshall” Mr, Burke and his sister discusséd at considerable

length the advantages and d issdven tages of various institutions

for the care of sufferers, Miss Martineau recorded in detail

her observations of similar institutions in America in her

19 1p1a,, II, 417,
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Soelety in America and her Retrospect of Western Travel,2?

She also criticised certain practices ani offered recommenda-
tions for improvement,

The reform of the prisén system was another philanthropic
project which Miss Martineau entered into with her usual vig=-
or, During her Scotch travel in 1838 she was persuaded by
Lord Murray to write a series of papers on prison management
for "Chambers's Journal"”, "for the purpose of familiarising the
Scoteh with the principle of punishment, and the attendant
facts of American imprisonment', 21 _Her views on the subjeet
were already pretty well known through her two books on Amer-
ica. Although she did not find the American system of punish~
ment perfect, she praised it very highly. "In the treatment
of the gullty," she said, "America is beyond the rest of the
world, exactly in proportion to the superiority of her polit-
ical principles.” 22 of all the penitentisries wm.ch she
visited she considered the Auburn Prison in Philsdel phia best
because the officials treated the prisoners with respect end
because solitary confinement with laber wes provided. She

emphasized the importance of treating criminalse like members

20 gee chapter entitled "Sufferers"rin Society in Ameriea,
-299, In Retrossget 6f Western Travel see II, 81-83;
};1115. %g: §§3pte§ en utes amd diinds", I1I, 92-139,

21 L utobiography, IT, 189-140.

e Soclety in America, II, 28Z.
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of society:

seees The first principle in the menagement of the guilty
seems to me to be to treat them as men and women; which they
were before they were guilty, and will be when they are no
longer so0; and which they are in the midst of it sll. Their
humenity ie the prineipal thing about them; their guilt is s
temporary state.
The advantages of solitary confinement were: first, the op-
portunity of guardians to influence the prigoner's minl and,
second, the escape from the evil influences of wicked compun=
ionship. By permission of the prison board Miss Martineau
was allowed to visit the prisoners slone whenever she wi.suhet).“.a:5
In a letter to her family she said, "eeessI have been shut up
with murderers, burglars, forgers, and others, listening to
their eager anl full confidences about their crimes snd thelr
miseries," » As a result, she determined the cause of crime
to be domestic unhappiness, 26 The two features of the Auburn
Prison which she particulsrly condemned were the spy system
and the construction of the nignt cells, the poor ventilation

) 26

of which csused the prisoners to be pale and heggard,

Throughout the Il1lus trations of Political Economy Miss

25 Retrospect of Western Travel, I, 199-227.

24 jutobiography, III, 123.

25 society in America, IT, 285

26 Ibid., II, 286~286; Retrospect of ?iestqrn Travel, I,
199-201.
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Martineau pictures poverty us the cause of crime snd viee., 27
It has &l ready been shown that Miss Martineau believed that the
only permanent cuwre for poverty lay in a proper adjus tment of
economic factors. The removal of poverty, therefore, would
practically abollish crime and, in turn, the necessity of pun-
ishing the guilty. In other words, the remedies for poverty
and crime were identical, Tn "Homes Abroad", written to demon-
strate colonization as a temporary solution to the problem of
poverty, Viss Martineau deals with the subject of crime and
punishment. The story centers about the family of a Mr. Castle
who had at one time been well=to-do., After his second marrisge
to a frivolous and shiftless woman, he suffered a financisl de-
e¢line from which he never recovered. He disowned his two sons
Bob and Jerry for getting into some pranks. They went from bad
to worse, were convicted of stealing, and were then sent to a
penal colony in Ven Diemen's Land., Upon his release Robert
Castle joined & colony of immigrants and lived an exemplary life,
His brother Jerry, however, became an enemy to socie ty by making
himself head of & tribe of natives who endangered the lives of
the colonists, In thls manner Kiss Nertinesu shoved the danger
of combining penal and voluntary colonization,

As established at the outset, the purpose of these two

Brooke Farm", Vol, I; "Weal amd Woe in Gar-
ngousin Marshall”, Vols III; "Ireland", Vol,
Vol, IV; "Sowers not Reapers”, Vol. VIII.

27 nprooke and
veloch™, Vole II;
ITI; "Homes Abroad",



1z8

chapters wae to determine by way of exemplification from her
ovn 1ife what Miss Martinesu regarded ss woman's rightful fune=-
tions That she was consistent in her theuries and practice
cannot be denied, The evidence produced by this inquiry bears
out the statement that after all Niss Nartinesu di ffered from
Comte only in the sphere of woman's activitiea, To both of
them it seemed that woman's special function was to elevate

mankind through tbe refinement of human feelings and sympathy.



Chapter VIII

Conclusion: Nise lartineau's Place in the Literature

of Social Doctrine

This study of the worke of Miss Harriet Martineau has been
governed by one single object: to investigate her treatment of
the outstanding eocial problems of the nineteenth century in
order to evaluste her contribution to the literature of social
@octrine. The aim has been still further limited by an endeave
or to revealﬁ Miss Martineau's interpretation of socisl 1l1ls in
the 1ight of the new science of political economy. By this
statement is meant that in detemininé the cawse of or sdvance
1hs a remedy for a social problem ¥iss Wartinesu turned to the
laws of ec§nomics. This aim does not, however, signify a mrrow
point of view; in fact, the methol of approach 1s consistent with
the broadest principles of criticism. Insofar as possible an ef-
fort has been made to construe Wiss Martineau's views on the sub-
jects investigated from a three-fold point of view: the age
1tself, her own life and philosophy, snd Comte's system of posi-

tive philosophye.
Only a summsry explanstion is needed to point out the signif-

jeance of these three aspects. The nineteenth century was con-

fronted with a multitude of social proplems growing out of a gen-

eral reorganization of society which ould be largely attributed

to the Industrisl Revolution. The sublect-matter of most of Miss

Martineau's works, and of all the works examined herein, is thus
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inseparable from the age in which she lived., The somewhat
lengthy analysis, in the opening chapter, of the development of
liiss lartineau's philosophy, can be Jus tifled only on the

grounds tlat man understanding of her philosophical views is im-
perative for an understanding of her disinterested, rational
method of approaching any problems The inJustices which she
herself suffered, especially during her early 1ife, help to ex-
plain her deep sympsthy for the lees fortunate members of éociety.
The rather elaborate correlation of Miss Martineasu's with Comte's
views is warranted, not becsuse Comte influenced Miss NMartineau,
but because his positive philosophy represents the first orgen-
ized system of soclology presented philosophically. It is, there-
fore, most enlightening to compsre the views of two people who
dealt with the same subject.

4 brief review of the evldence presented by this study will
facilitste the endeavor to establish ¥iss Nartineau's proper
place in the literature of social doctrine. 4 study of her rela=-
tion to the political economists of her time showed that she was
‘not sn innovatar in any sense of the word, that she wae the 11t=
a new science sdvanced by certain of her im-

erary exemplar of

mediate predecessors and contemporaries, smong whom were such men

as Adam Smith, Bentham, Malthus, Ricardo, and James and John
Stuart vill., In the field of politicel economy, therefore, ¥iss

Martineau represented the classicsl or orthodox school, which,

although it emphasized utilitarisnism, did not faill to recognize
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the more purely social side of economics. It was through her
stories written to illustrate for the public the prineiples of
political economy as it was then lmown that Miss Hartineau firgt
galned fame as a writer., Her immediste popularity and wide se-
claim can be attributed to the fact that she presented in a
simple manner information on a subject of interest to all classes,
thereby giving the messes easy access to a study hitherto reserved
81 for the upper classes. Thus, it is hardly surprieing, even in
view of the comparatively small number of readers at the time,

Wag
‘that the Illustrations of Political Hconomy, m.ich,\both didactie

and scientific in purpose, reached a circulation of ten thousand
within a few years 1 and wae translated into many languages,

Her study of political economy colored Miss Martinesu's views
on the many social problems of her time. Thrughout her works
she emphasized the relstion between intellectual enlightenment

and high standards of living, made possible, of course, by pros=

perous economic conditions, Miss lartineau, therefore, advocated

the government maintenance of a system of public fr_ee schools with
‘ attendance made compulsory within a specified age 1limit. G5She
pointed out that there need be no fear of educating too many
people to engage in certain occupations, as individual differences
and inclinations would dispose of that phase of the problem, She

likewise emphasized the significence of domestie education to both

sexes Furthermore, she believed that women should be given edu-
.

eational advantages equal to those of men. In fact, she maintained

1 Autobiography, ITI, 461.
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that women would, by demonstrating their ability, ore day be
permitted to enter occupations then restricted to men., This,
then, was her sole solution of the woman problem., It was her
belief that women had been seriously handicapped by the inferi-
or quality of training they had received in comparison to that
of men, The removal of restrictions surrounding women, which,
of course, must come gradually through their own efforts, would
allow them a greater osportunity to perform the special fu.nction”v
assigned them by nature; namely, the &iffusion of knowledge and
thereby the elevation of their fellowman. Women were, Viss
Martineau pointed out, being forced, by the economic reorganization_
of the nineteenth century, to lesve thelr homes in sesrch of a
1livelihood. An investigation of Niss Martineau's own efforts to
secure relief for the oppressed members of society proved con-
clusively by example what it was possible for a woman to do
towards the betterment of social conditions even during the
nineteenth centﬁry when women were not encouraged to participate
in sctivities outside the home, A little anecdote illusirates
the success of her numerous philanthropic activities. One day
¥iss Nartineau received & letter addressed to "'The Cueen of

Modern Philanthropiste’”s In one corner of the envelop the

post-master had written the words ™' Try Miss Mertineau'", This

seems s fitting tribute to her who valued "recognitions of her

h " ¢ a 1sbourer for the welfare of soclety" more "than
character &

testimonies of mere literary estimation". ® Ag Charlotte Bronte

said, "'She is not a person to be judged by her writings alone,
»

AT
2 1bid., I1I, 62-63.
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but rather by her own deeds snd 1ife, than which nothing can
be more exemplary or noble.'"’s

This review of NMiss Martinesu's views has prepared the way
for an attempt to state definitely what position should be ag-
signed her in literary history, 1In an autobiographic memoir
which ¥iss lMartineau probably meant should be published anony-
mously after her death as one of her fifty biographical sketches,
she gave s very modest estimate of her literary worth;

sseseThe artistic aim and qualifications were absent; she
had no power of dramatic construction; nor the poetie inspire-
tion on the one hand, nor ceritical cultivation on the other,
without which no work of the imaginmstion can be worthy to live,
Two or three of her Political Economy Tales are, perhaps, her
best achievement in fiction,=== her doctrine Lfurnishing the plot
which she was unable %0 create, and the brévity of space duly
restricting the indulgence in deteil which injured her longer
narratives, and at last warned her to leave off writing them,
It was Ior%umta for her that her own condemnation anticipated
that of the public.
sessefler original power was nothing more than was due to

earnestness and intellectual clearness within a certain range,
7ith small imaginative and suggestive poiers, and therefore
nothing approaching to genius, -she could see clearly what she
did see, and give a clear expression to what she had to say.
In ehor{:, she could popularize, while she could neither discov~
er nor invent, She could sympathize in other people's views,
and wss too facile in doing so; and she could obtain and keep
"a firm grasp of her own, and, moreover, she could make them
understood. The function of her 1life was to do this, snd, in
a8 far as it was done diligently and honestly, her life was of
use, however far its achievements may have fallen short of ex-

pectetions less moderate than her own.
Although for the most part Mrs, Chapmen's opinion of Hiss

Martinesu as a writer is not trustworthy because it is too

3 wMorley, Critical Niscellanies, p. 339.

4  Autobiography, III, 462-470.
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strongly colored by her personal sdmiration of the author,
credit must be given her for advencing some views which prove
very helpful in assigning Miss Wartineau her place in liter=
ature., In two respects, Mrs. Chapman pointed out, liss Mar-
tinesu's stories anl novels were a real contribution to English
literature, First, they represented a new method of approach

to sociclogical subjects:

It was not merely the actusl merit nor the positive utility
of these publications that gave them a world-wide celebrity;
neither was it their exquisite adaptation to the wants of Englasnd
at that time; nor the novelty in execution, or originslity in
design: although the idea of conveying the facts of moral
sclence by this method was 0 little familliar to the publie mind
that multitudes supposed all sclence might be taught in a simi-
lar manner,..sssThey needed to have it explained to them that
the evil inetitutions that wring tle human heart are the only
subjects of a nature to permit a sclentific demonstration in the
form of fiction; that elthough an imperfect smelting apparatus
may be as fatal to the purity of gold a8 mistaken methods of
government are to national virtwe, yet fiction camnot be made the
vehicle of metallurgy; nor the miseries of mistaken legislation
be geily set forth in a story of happy conclusion. There had
been tsles before these, swakening sympathy with suffering; but
tales shoving the causes of suffering in the neglect of those
principles of government which men in given circumstances must
adopt in order to be happy were a new thing under the sun, To

this especial originality of purpvose they owed a part of their
unpreoeienfe! popular success. )

Seeond, they promoted the revolt against the untruthful repre-

sentation of 1ife in literature:

4 feeling of resistance had long been gathering in Harriet
Martineau's mindl against that law of the kingdoms of poetry and
romance,..ess till & reproach from the majority of middle-aged
readers had gone forth against novels and poetry as untrue to
any 1ife that came within the observation of whodle~minded human
beings then living. Going to the root of the matter, she found
them untrue, by reason of their one=sided partialities™amd arie-

; a8 on S0 many subsequent occasions,

t udices, Now
sggrgﬁg:egr:?n genl:ls tbat". directs public thought and feeling;
pointing out in advance the way in which she took the lead, and
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proving while proclaiming the power of fiction as the agent of
morals and philosophy,-~-the servant of the poor and the lowly,®

For these reasons Mrs, Chapman regarded the little s tories which
preceded the Illustrations of Politicsl Economy as a new develop~-
ment of the novel, What she said of them is equally true of all
of Miss Martineau's stories:

esessThey are the first examples of a new application of the
modern novel, To the blographical and the philosophical novel,
the descriptive and the hisborical novel, the romantic and the
domestie novel, the fashionable snl the religious novel, and the
novel of socie{'.y. wes now to be added the humanitarian or novel
of social reform., Thegse tales aore the ploneers, not only of the
thirty-four monthly volumes of her Illustrations of Political
Sgonomy, but of the multitvdes of socilal-reform novels that have
since followed, up to the time of Mrs. Gaskell snd Nrs, Stowe, 6

Thus far Mrs, Chapman's views seem entirely accurate, The
following statement, which attributes the neglect of liss
Mertineau's work to her polygraphic writings, is lardly correct,
although 1t csnnot be entirely discredited:

Had Harrlet Martineau been only a reviewer or essayist,---

only a great religlous, political, or philcsophical writer,---
only a novelist, traveller, or historian,---she would have

necessarily seemed greater =s an author o the generality of
readers. 7 '

It might be asdded that had Miss Martineau devoted her efforts to
one field of study she would probably have attained grester prom=

5 1bid., IIT, 65=66.

32, In stating thet there were thirty-four

6 Ibid,, III 4
numbers—af—%t.s T1iustrations of Political hconog%, Mrs, Chapman
is including thée Illustrations of Taxailon broug t out in 1834,

7 Ivid., III, 77.
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inence in literature, but not for the reason Mrs. Chapmen im-
plies. The real reason is that had she concentrated on one
type of work she could have done that ome thing well and the re-
by achieved permanent fame in at least one of the various types
of literary composition,

The truth of the matter is that actually Miss Martineau's
literary powers were largely Journalistioc; that is, es she her-
self said, she could popularize thought, although she lacked
originality of invention. This, then, meant temporary and not
permanent fame, A4s Richard Brimley Jobnson said, "Her gift
to literature was for her ovn generation. She is the exponent
of the infant century in many branches of thoughti=-~its esger
and sanguine philanthropy, its awékening interest in history
and science, 1te rigid anmi prosaic philosophy,"” © This obser-
vation explains why Miss Martineau's fame has declined, why her
works are not widely resd at presemt, But it does not suggest
what place is due her in the histary of literature.

To render a final estimate of Niss Nartineau's worth, one
must return to Mrs. Chapman's verdiet: ©She ie important for

having made & new spplication of the molern novel in its treat-

ment of sociological problems, She was actually the first, ex-

cept for Mrs, Marcet, to treat political economy in fiction,
Yet even here she deserves credit for being the very first to

8 Oraik, English Prose, ps 463,
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interpret political economy in fietion is such a simple way
that the new sclence reached the masses. Mrs, Marcet had

wri tten chiefly for the educated classes, Furthermore, she

d1d not devote her life to literature as did Misse Martineau.
Her 1literary works faded into insignificance because they were
both ephemeral aml few in number, It hae already been shown in
the third chapter that Miss Martineau's only debt to Mrs. Marcet
was the inspiration for the general plan of her Illustrations,
that actuslly she had written tales to illustrate political
economy befare her acquaintence with Vrs, larcet. Again, Nrs,
Marcet never in any way indicated thet she felt that Viss
Martineau was indebted to her; in fact, she watched the younger
writer's rise to sudden popularity with the greatest admiration
and gave her every personal encouragement possible. ILastly,
liss Martinesu not dnly deserves credit for the emphasis placed
upon political economy in the literature of social doctrine but
she is Aue au important position as a woman pioneer in the field
of literature. Ner difficulty in surmounting the restrictions
placed upon the woman of the nineteenth century was hardly great-
er than her sdmirable stmggle to overcome the personal haendicaps
of poor health and deficient senses, Truly, her brother Thomas
exhibited excellent judgment when he advised his sister to
"tieave 1t to other women fo make ghirts and darn stockings'"” so

9
that she could devote her life to literature.

9 Autobiography, III, 21,



138

Only a few suggesilons concerning opportunities for further
study of Miss Martineau's works, and this examination of her
contribution to the literature of social doctrine is econcluded.
The comparison made between Comte and Mise Martineau in the
present study is not in any way complete. WMiss Martineau's
stories for children are no inconsiderable contribution to the
field of children's literature. These stories would lend them=
selves most admirably to art illustration by a person with
training in art, 4 large mass of Miss Martineau's work belongs
to pamphleteering and journalism, whiech has, no doubt, made its
oontz:ibution to the history of Jjournalism. Mies Martl nesu was,
in fact, one of two women who achieved especially high eminence
in the field of journalism during the nineteenth century. 10
Miss Martineau's work as a blographer should prove an interest=
ing study., These suggestions are made with the hope that some=
one may be stimuleted to continue the investigation of Miss

Martinesu's literary works, to which study, perhaps, the present

one may render a small assistance.

10 1 Cambridge History of English Literature, XIV, 209,



APPENDIX A
The Presentation of the Harriet Martineau Statue

to Wellesley College

{Below 1s an exact copy of a elipping found in an early
serap-bbok of the Wellesley College Library from an issue of
the Boston Journal, the date of which is probably May, 1886,
According to & letter from Lilla Weed, assoclate librarian
at the college, the Harriet Martineau statue was destroyed
when College Hall burned on Mareh 17, 1914,])

The following is sn account of the recent gift to the Art
Department of Wellesley College, as it appeared in the Boston
Journal:; On the day after Christmas, 1883, there was unveiled
in the 01@ South church the magnificent portrait statue of
Harriet Martineau, by Miss Amne Whitney. The scene on that day
was & memorable one, Mrs. Mary A. Livermore presideds There
were present the sculptor of the statue, Miss Whitney; Wendell
Phillips, whose speech on thies occasion was the last public one
of his life; the sons of Garrison, lr. James Jackson Jarves;
Mrs, Julia Ward Howe, and others whose nares are eminent in lite
erature and art.

Since that time the statue has remained in the 01d South,
where it has been the object of meny an artistic pilgrimage. It
may fitly be characterized as one of the great works of modern
art. The figure is of heroic slze and represente Miss Martineau
as seated in a garden chaire. In its modeling and ite breadth
of treatment it ranks as one of the finest productions of Anmeri-
can sculpture, The work was conceived and projected by Miss
Martinesu's friend and biographer, Vre. Naria 7eston Chapman, at
a cost of #15,000; but the artist, in consideration of the sub-
ject and the public object of Mrs, Chapman in desiring this per-
menent memorial of & woman so distinguished for philanthropy,
and by her devotion to humenity, contributed her work., To the
deep interest of NMrs. Chapman, aseisted by a few friends in sym
pathy with her, is due the origin of this statue., MNrs. Chapman
truly held that while the written records of lives perish, or are
lost in the obscurity of library shelves, the stone, which bears
the memorial impress of features, will perhaps survive the
chances of time and stand as inspiration and incentive living to
the generations which in long procession pass it by. It is need-
lese to =ay tiat it wae the deslre to perpetuaste in the world the
example of a life consecrated to all useful work, Pather than

orifying a great intellectual power, wihich stirred the

gﬂ:gtgfc;lﬂarriet Martineau's friends to building her monument,
In order that this memorial ghould be permanently placed accord-

ingly to her wishes, lirs. Chapman formally gave it to Miss
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Whitney in & conveyance made three years before her death, the
gift to take effect at the time of that event, Miss Whitney
was possessed of Mrs. Chapman's views regarding it and on her
death, which oceurred in July of 1885, she accepted the charge.
Miss Whitney then called an informal m-eting of those who were
most interested and who had been to some extent associated with
Mrs, Chapman, and in consultation with them and with ¥r., James
Jagkson Jarves, of Rome, whose wide experience made his counsel
most valuable, a decision was reached. On being consulted Nr,
Jarves impressively suggested th:t the statue be given to
Wellesley Colleges NWo better choice could have been made., ¥We
rejoice to believe that this college is destined to broaden with
the age, and become one of the world's great centers of liberal
learning. Nothing certainly could hsve been more grateful to
the heart of Harriet ¥artineau than to know that her memory
would mingle with the thoughte and aspirations of young woman~
hood, who, in the quiet seclusion of the Wew England hills are
preparing for the great world's activities.

The following correspondence expleins itself:

Wellesley, Maes., NMay 12, 1886,
Mr, James Jackson Jarves:

Dear Sir,---Permit ws to express to you the pleasure it
would give the trustees, studenis and friemis of Wellesley Col-
lege to have the honor of possessing Wise Whitney's fine por-
trait statue of Miss Martineau.

We hope Miss Whitney will feel it to be the most approoriate
place for this noble memorial of an intellectual, energetic,

hilanthro pic womans

? This wgrk of a woman-artist of whom Americe is Jjustly proud,
will be an inspiration to the young women Wellesley is training
to 711 so meny important positions all over the world.

With great regard for Miss Whitney and yourself,

Respectfully yours,
Pauline 4, Durant,

(9igned) Seeretary and Treasurer of W,C,.
; Alice Es Freeman,

President of Wellesley College

The second letter read thus:

Wellesley, May 12, 1886.
n Jarves: :

o %22:_55-I;c§;tgme statue will be well placed in the college
amongst eam;at young women from every gtate in the United States,
from Zurope, Asia, Africa, and the islands of the sea, and those
who go sll over the world as teachers.

We thank you for your kind e:qreagions of interest and your
effart to secure this great work for Vellesley College.

d obliged
Yours respectfully an 895 paviine 4. Durent.
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To the deep and delicate insight of NMr. James Jackson Jarves
into the needs of the education of Aumerican women; to his appre=
ciation of the grand possibilities of libernl culture; to warm
end patriotic interest in Welleslsy, the foremost college in
dmerica for the education of women, does this institution owe
the munificent gifts The influence of the life of Harriet
Martineau is an ennobling one, Well did VNrs. Livermore charace
terigze her, when on the occasion of the unveiling of the statue
at the "0ld South”, in her grand and never-to-be-forgotten ad-
dress she said:

"The whole civilized world has been brought into debt to
Harriet Martineau, the great Inglishwoman who was born 80 years
ago, and who for more than half a century lived a life of en~
tire integrity and immense accomplishment. A woman who was 80
nobly planned ag to tower up into the clear sir to the command~
ing heights of pure reasson, She denied to herself the posses~
sion of genius; but she had character, and that is greater than
genius, The passion for Justice was very strong with her, and
as she advanced in life this passion grew to an intense desire
for the general human welfare so that it filled a large space
in her moral schemes Whatever the question, whether of labor
reform, or social purity, of peace, temperance, education,
hygiene or religious belief, she immedistely identified herself
with it, putting into it head, heart, and consclence. In all
her 1ife and all her writing hmre i8 not a trace of moral or
intellectual dissipation, not a ravelled thread. Whatever her
faults, she was always noble, and & fine moral spirit looks at
you from every pages ohe had a genius for friendship, and to
the great and good of her day she was linked as with hooks of
steel”,

On this occasion Mr., Garrison also said, in an eloquent
peroration, as he turned and impressively addressed the statue
in its wb.i%e majesty of noble womanhood: ]

"Your presence shall enoble (slc) uss For you we have
nothing to apologize or excuse. Unquestioned you take your
place in the world's Pantheon, worthy to represent the 19th
century and the great and good of all times".

The ceremonial presentation and acceptance of this statue
at Wellesley College will take place in June {1886]. The repre-
sentation of a great woman, wrought by a woman, and presented to
e women's college, there is a pecullar fitness and significance

tatue is one worthy to inspire new and nobler
in the gifte The sta
jdenls of womanhoods To Wellesley College let it come as a gift
and & benediction. It will stamnd, too, as fitting monument to

e ﬁrgnﬁ“%‘é@tﬁiﬁggtg%%nt%°n’3&%a°§’n§3€uﬁﬁniﬁdg§-§§¥°§nl§h,

litersture and life=~Harriet Martineau and Anne Whitney.



APPENDIX B

Wellesley College Commencement Veek

(Taken from the Courant, Wellesley, Massachusetts
Vols IV, No, 17 (June 24, 1586), De 5.5 !

4 reception was given at the College at 3 o'clock, on lNon-
day, to Miss Annie (sic) Whitney, the sculptor, whose master—
plece, = statue of Harriet Martineau, has been mresented to the
art collections of the College.

The students and guests of the College, and TFriends of Miss
Whiting (eie), filled the center about the palm-trees, and the
second floor gallery sbove, Just west of the palmetrees had
been set up the queenly statue of heroie size. The walls be-
hind were draped with a suitable hanging to throw out the marble.

Miss Freeman read the letter of presentstion from Miss White
ney, which was the occasion of the gathering, and introduced
Dr, Duryea to speak in behalf of the corporation.

Dr. Duryes said that it was his honorable duty to receive
this statue from ¥iss Annie (sie) Whitney, and those who have
held it as a ftrust. He then stated the sentiments which move
the corporation to place it., First, they welcomed it as a
piece of high art, by no strained figure we can say the statue
gspeaks,~=~none can turn his eyes upon it, and not find silence
expressive, Surely here 1s semblance of material form but the
moulding of forming spirit. This statue is the work of e woman,
one to the manor born, snd Americsn sculptor.

We welcome memorials of personal 1ife and history, we recog~
nize the progress of the human race, end every stadium marked
by a .foramce% human life, This figure sets forth certain lines
of humsn progress, and certain achlevements of woman. In early
ages the highest conception of man was snimal, Physical strength
was virtue, end woman was always elther the toy or the slave or
the vietim of man, When clivilization came, and the mind was
‘developed, woman in aspiring to equallty with man ceased to be
womanly., In this woman the intellect was developed, but woman=-
liness remained.

At 25 she found her vocation. She wag ever in sympathy with
the oppressed. She came to this country and felt the sorrows of
the slave. She exhibited everywhere the larger sympathies,
courage, industry, faith in truth and rightecusness, We wish
she had seen the light we see, and rested on the strength on
which we lean. There is a philosophy which limits the powers
of the mind, and shuts out faith; through it her mind was lim-
ited, her views narrowed, and her falth almost cancelled, 411
acknowledge she was unselfish, The humem soul has in it the
divine ring, and when arbitrarily it declares itself irrational,
yet in the depths there is the conception of the truth,



Harriet Martineau lived, and moved, and had her being in a
Christian atmosphere, It was the atmosphere in which she lived,
which made her what she was in spite of her philosophy. FHere
we have no lower ideal than the complete human life once lived.
Here our faith and hope and love are glven to Jesus Christ.
While we hail all the advancement made by women, we will not
stop anywhere short of that transfiguration moment, when we
shall hear the voice, "This is my beloved Son; hear him,"

After singing by the Beethoven society, Prof. Horsford was
called out. The valley of the Charles, he said, from s very
early period has been devoted to two things == loyalty to learn=
ing and loyalty to consclence. I believe that the lady you are
looking upon is Miss innie (sic) Whitney, in her embodiment of
these ideas. I am grateful es & friend of Wellesley College
that a figure of such nobility, grace, repose, dignity, equi-
poise, is placed in 1ts halls. :

Miss Freeman then introduced lrs. Louise licCoy North of New
York, president of the Alumnae associstion, to speak for
Wellesley's daughters.

In a graceful address she spoke of the inspiration which this

ueenly marble would be to all, more precious thun a work of
'ghorwuldsen, a8 showing the power of woman in the realms of art,
She paid a tribute to the one who bullt tais temple of learning,
and summoned nature and art to adarn it through the ministry of
the besutiful and the true. With some dainty humor about the
method of entrance of this lady into Wellesley's halls by the aid
of & pony, and the permanence of her residence, while girls come
and go, she sat down amid applause.

Wiss Freeman then called out Mre, Livermore, who was an inti-
mate amd appreciative frienl of Mre, Chapman, whose tribute of
friendship to Miss Martineau the statue is, MNrs. Livermore felt
thet Mrs., Chapman would be content. She spoke of WMrs, Chapman's
friendship for Harriet Martinesu, of her understanding of her
nature and of Miss Martineau's ambitions to use all her powers
for the good of humsnity; of her power as a writer and her woman-
1y graces, Miss Freeman then invi ted the guests to a social
hour and the refreshment tables. .
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APPENDIX C
The Herriet Mertineau and Other Works of Anna Whitney

(Peken from the Wellesley College News, Vol. XXI, No. 15
(Jenvary 23, 1913), pp. 1-2, i !

o ve o 8BAL pe'rhags the students of to-day, who constantly
11t to snd fro pest the Farriet Martineasu as they follow their
daily tasks, will be mest interested to know how she comes to
git at lhe center of our college life, daily witnessing the ful-
fillment of her dreems.

After the death of Harriet Martineau one of her ardent ad-
mirers, NMre. Chapman, prepared her memoirs, 411 the emoluments
from these books she put into the hands of ¥iss Whitney, thet a
marble memorial to this reformer might be set up in some £1tting
place in America. The heroic portrait-statue of dignity and
poise which we daily see we® thus chiseled and placed in the 014
South Chureh in Boston. But this museum of ancient things seemed
&8 incongruous to the effigy of this most modern reformer.

Hgnece, when an Art Building was to be erected at Wellesley, the
ouratore of this work of art and of history tendered it to
iellesley College as the work of a wonen srtist, and the memo~
rial of a women reformer. The bresdth of view of WNrs. Durant,
President Freeman, anl the governors of the college wes shown
in the acceptance of this glft against which there was protest.
Miss Martineau lived in a time now happlly passing, when orgsn-
ized Christianity much demrted from the spirit of New Testaw
ment liberty. It was & grief to her spiritually minded brother,
Jamea Martinesu, himself an innovator, that his sister's radi-
ealism wae sc absolute. It was a veaction from the dogmatism
of her day, md ber deeds showed the New Testament spirit.

When the statue wae received, the floor from the poreh door
to the center had to be strongly undersupported, and the great
marble was drought to its present place and unveiled wilth notable
sddresses from Dr, Duryea snd President Ireemen. The Art Build-
ing was completed some yeers after, dbut "Harriet” had become so
a part of College Hall it was not removed, and it is doubtful if
she leaves the spot when she sees thet freedom of opportunity for
women realized which she longed for. Harriet Martineau was a
tgome-outer' in the early nineteenth century, when it took cour-
age to break existing conventions. 'The serious studies, politi-
cal activity, share in social reforms, the independent, self-
supporting career, freedom of thought and exmression many women
now enjoy, most women would never have dared to clsim under the
eircumstances in which she claimed these rights;' and we have
them to-day because of the courage of our predecessors in face of
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prejudice, There is ancther debt America owes to Harriet
Vartineau. OShe was & voluminous and much-read newspaper writer,
She trevelled in Awmerica in the cld slavery deye, and from what
she saw was led to take an active part in the anti-~slavery con~
troversy, end she stood far the Union in the early Civil ¥ar
days when it had many enemies in England. Charlotte Bronte, who,
with our own Emerson and octher distinguished leaders in litera~-
ture and reform, visited lMises Mertineau at her hospitable home,
'The ¥noll,' at Ambleside, said of her in a letter: 'She is a
great and gpod wowen, of course not without peculiarities. cssese
She is both hard and wermhearted, sbrupt and affectionate, 1libe
eral and AespotiCeessssscess The manner in which she combines

the highest mental culture with the nlcest discharge of feminine
duties filled me with admiration.’

It was the privilege of the writer to speni some weeks in
the 'lake reglon' of Englsnd a few years ago, end to €find, as
many another has done, that here there is fellowship not oniy
with mountains but with high spirite of thought and human achieve-
ment, Not only the poets but the reformers, Ruskin, Arnold, Miss
Glough, & leader in the higher education movement for women, Miss
Vartineau and othars were nourished here., Introduced by Nr.
Garrison of Boston, T visited the then occupants of Mise Martineau's
home, & Quaker family of rare quality, and reéeiveéed the hospital=
ity of the home, and the 'careless ordered garden' in which is the
gsun~dial whose motto voiced the proprietor's aspiration;~- 'Come,
light, visit me.' I visited the model cottages erscted by Miss -
Martineau, wien model tenemente were little thought of , and found
on conversation with the inmates that the memory of the benefaec~
tor was fragrant. FPerhaps as we pass the famlliar memorial of
this brave woman we should sometimes let & wave of gratitude £ill
our hearts for the rich harvest of opportunity we reap from the
toil of the intrepid pioneers, and pledpge oursgelves to yet high-
er endeavor. Sarah Ie Wnitinge :
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