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POLITICAL STIRE IN THE NOVELS OF THE 

MID-EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 



Chapter I 

Mid-eighteenth Century Conditions~~ 

Rise to Political satire 

Politic l satire r ached i ts culmination in English 

literature in the mid-decades of the eighteenth c ntury . From 

the beginning of the century irony and satir e wer~ firmly en­

trenched in all literary f orms . At the close of the seven­

teenth century there exi s t ed a heavily censored , gov rnmental 

issu c lled '.!'.!:! Gazette; in th e rly decades of th eigh­

teenth century there appeared a periodical free from censor­

shi p and produced by the middle classes . Satire was a dominant 

characteristic of t his new literary form . Defoe i n'.!'.!:!!!!!,!!! 

was t he first to use t his method to sa t irize his en mies . He 

was a Dissent r, and i n his article,~ hortest ~ ~ 

Diss nters, he u.sed irony so skilfully that at f irst the rticle 

was beli ved to favor the English Church. When his true meaning 

wa unde~stood, he was fined and i mprisoned. Just .a little later 

Swif t lashed out with satire that wa the essence of bitterness. 

By many h is considered the greatest English satirist . In 

this ear l y part of the ei ght enth century t h censorship of the 

press, which had been rigorously enfor ced earl1 r, was gr dually 

relax d, and then ceas d entirely . Addison and Steele used a 

mild t ype of satire in their periodicals . They ridiculed manners 
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and social customs in humorous mannor, with no touch of the 

bitternoss of Swif t . They were smong the first to use the 

periodic l to ttack politic 1 abuses, nd it is in th ir wor ks 

that wo find tho seed .of political satire that flowered in t he 

mid•eighteenth century . In poetry , too 1thore was the same 

polished, intellectual wi t . ope, tho dominant figure in t h 

poetry of the age, as well as t he minor poets, frequently used 

satire • . 

The drama , however, was the main vehicle tor political 

satire until the Licensing Aot of 1 737 put an end to its attac s 

on the government . By this act all plays had to bo censo_red by 

the Lord Chamberlain, who suppressed such as in rry way off nded 

t he existing government . The passage of the law was r cipitat ed 

by two pl ys of Henry Fielding direc ted against the corruptions 

of the alpole administrationr Pascpin, _ SlJI tick Ll!!2.~ 
~ ~; being ! Rehearsal s!, ~ Plays, ! Come<'q ~ 

El ection, ~!Tragedy~~ f:.!!!_ ~.~ .2£. ~ ~• 
and a sequel,~ Historical gister ~ ~ ~ ~ • A play, 

~ ~ ~• purchased by Walpol from Gifford, manager of 

Goodman's Fiolds , was al so directly used in tting the law passed . 

This practicall y ended the dr atio ore r of Fielding . His next 

attempt at winning a livlihood w sin nov 1- writing . Is it any 

w~nder that he shoul d have expressed his resentment g inst the 

machinery that put an end to his success as a dramatist in this 

new form? so , when we scan the fiction oft e fir t few decad s 

of the eighteenth century and seG it inf'u d with 

us 
pp . 34- 54 . 

tire, we n tu-



rally expect to find this same quality reflected in the new type 

of prose fiction which matured at about the middle of the eigh­

t eenth century . 

Indeed , we do find the novel filled with satire, on social 

conditions , on mann rs, on types of personality, nd on political 

corr uption . The obj ective .of thi study is to discover the 

political s tire of this period . s tarting with the publication, 

in 1740, of th first real i:ngl1eh novel,~• and continuing 

3 

to the publication of Humphrey Clinker and t he death of its author, 

in 1771, a careful p rusal or the novels bas disclosed a vast 

amount of political satire . DUring this period four gre t ·English 

novelists produced their works: Richardson, Fielding , Sterne, 

and Smollett . This pr esent study lies princi pally in their writ­

ings, but, in some instances, it extend to t he minor novel i sts 

of the period as well . 

The thorough comprehension of all that is mbr ced in such 

study calls for a survey of the political history of Bngland dur­

i ng this thirty years . Two ki ngs were .on the throne, George II 

and his grand- son, George III . They were the secon~ ~nd the 

third kings of the Hanoverian line• tablished at the death of 

Anne when George I became king as the nearest Prote tant descen­

. dant . The first George was thoroughly German, not even speaking . 

the English language; the second, a young man with family of 

his own at h1 father's coronation, was also very German but 

gradually b came more Anglicized . It was not until the time of 

George III that England again had a king who was English in sen­

timent and Ulbition. Owing to the for ign h ndio ~ of these first 



two kings there developed an office in England to fill the need 

of an understanding and controlling hand at the helm of the 

government . Thie officer became known as the Prime Minister of 

England. So important did this office become that the history 

of this period is not one of the various kings and their accom­

plishments , but one of the Prime linieters of the period . There­

fore, it is from this angle that we must approach the political 

survey . 

Sir Robert alpole was the t1ret to m ke himself Pr i me 

Minister of England~ George I was interested solely in Hanover 

and was totally uninterested in England except for f1nanci 1 

reasbns . George II was equally interested in .Hanover . alpole 

ros to influence under the first king because he was a finan­

cial genius and could keep the ki ng supplied with money on hie 

frequent absence to the continent . In 1727, while on a vis1t 

to Hanover 1 George I died1 His son, while still the Crown 

Prince, had bitterly opposed Wal ole, and it was only through 

th influence of Queen Wilhelmina Caroline, whose esteem had 

been caret'Ully cultivated by al pole , that t.he st te an was 

able to maintain the power that he had secured for himeelf . The 

affair of the "south Sea Bubble" brought alpole strongly to the 

front , and for twenty years be never let go . At the height of 

the investments in t his enter prise he warned the people of the 

results and prophesied t he end. Therefore , when it CftI:le , he was 

called upon to restore national credit and confidence . 

Steadily Sir Robert Wal pol strengthened his control, while 

opposition to him lik wise ew steadily. "Incessant warfare 



2 
against the ministry w s conduct•d by Chesterfield in The Fog, 

2--
illiam lteney and Lord olill8broke in!!!!_ craftsman, Bol ing-

2 
broke also in The occasion 1 ~, and Chesterfiel d in~ 

2 3 
~ ·" H• was attacked or his policies of dministration , 

of finance , of foreign diplo acy , and for his per sonal conduct . 

They unanimously proclaimed him "a monster of corruption with a 
4 . 

vast fortune drawn from the life of the nat ion" . Naturally 

such outcries fowid their way into then w prose fiction of the 

per iod. lpole 1s son, Horatio, Lord Hervey , and Bishop Hoadley 

were the Mi nister's. pri ncipal pamphl e t eers, defending h is actions 

and praisi ng his accomplishments . England t this period was 
experi ncing any evils; corruption and bribery held ~way in 

pol itics; religious diff iculties were caused by Dis senters nd 

Catholics over~!!.!,! nd Corpor tion Acts; prison conditions 

wer in a dreadful st te, wi th starvation and torture at their 

hei{3ht . Wal pole's chi f i nterest was in the economic growth of 

the country ; o he introduced a liberal commercial policy. Land 

tax s w r lowered , tariffs readjusted, and xport duties re­

moved fr om manuf otured good. All these _changes c~lminated in 

a tremendous wave of prosperity for Engl i sh commerce . 

W lpol e •s personal characteristics did much to create un­

· ravorable sentiments concerning him . His i~sistanoe on minister­

ial subordination to t he Head Kinist r caused many to desert his 

ranks t or t he opposition; for fnst nee , Lord Bolingbrok , who had 

2 Leading periodicals or The Eighteenth century . 
3 I , s . Leadam, Political History of England, p . 336 . 
4 I . s . Les.dam , Political History of gland, p . 336 . 
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been his staunch support r, became a violent opponent. al pole 1 s 

opposition to the desire of Crown Prine Frederic to marry in­

censed the Prince and many of his admirers. This friction resul­

ted in the rise of two factions; one headed by Frederick, the 

other by George II and hie First Minister . Th Crown Prince 

appe red at all court functions, but "the king never se med to 

see or kno he was in th room; th• QI.le n, although ehe g ve him 

her hand on all public occasions, never gave him a word in pub-
5 

lie or private" . Meanwhile the Prince wae married to the Prin• 

cess of Saxe-Gotha, nd the birth or th. ir first child way from 

the roy 1 palac still farther widen d th breech in the King 's 

family . Que n Caroline died in 173'7, losing for alpole his 

greatest fri nd. 

At about this sam time s torm clouds were g thering with 

Spain, and the Minister, resisting wnr to the last, w s ventually 

forced to it . Then followed the expedition to Carthagena with 

its disastrous fai l ure , w~ich furnished an excellent tar et for 

Smollett•s stinging satire in Peregrine ...!.£lli• Immediat ly fol­

lowing this the :B)nperor C~rles VI of Austria died,_leaving s 

his successor to th throne a wo an, Maria Thresa. Fr deriok II 

of Prussia invad d S11 sia, and England was faced with a dilemma,. 
6 

a Spanish war was in progress and the "pragm tic s · nction" guaran-

t ed assistance to Austri~ . George II, as Elector of Hanover, was 

summonsed to a council by Maria Theresa, and h 1 ft for the con­

tinent despite the objections or his Chief Minister . H re he 

negotiated a treaty guarante ing then utrality of H nov r, which, 

5 I 
I . s . Leadam , Political History 2!_ England , p . 357• 

6 "Family Agre m nt " . 



combined with the unsuccessful expedition to Carthegena, was the 

final blow to alpole 1s power . s ei ng hie doom1 he h d himself 

created the Earl of Orford and resigned as Minist r, in 1742 . 

Pul teney wa now off red the leadership by George II, but Cartaret 

as also a pow rful influence . Minor party members stirred up 

sentim nt against the retired Minister, and an inves t igation fol­

lowed . 'l'he results cleared alpole and produced a new wave of 

favor for him and against Pulteney, who was consequently retired 

in favor of Cartaret. 

A period now followed in which there was constant change 

of Ministry . No individu l was strong enough long to withst nd 

the opposition. Cartaret, the Earl of Gr nville, who was now 

much addict d to drink, was charged with i neff iciency by Hardwicke, 

and he surrend red the le derehip to H rrington. Newcastle was one 

or the leading figures or this ministry . He was much ridicul d by 

alpole and prov d incapable at a crisis, but his political in lu­

ence through patronage was enormous . During this period England 

we forced into the war of the Spanish succession by violation of 

Hanover 's neutra~ity . As usual in time of war with :Prance, there 

was a Jacobit rebellion, in 1744. England ' s small but valiant 

army was on the continent under .command of the nation ' s favorite 

officer, the Duke of CUmberland, second son of George II . Five 

thousand Scots led by Charles Edward, arched to ·Derby , at the 

7 

very doors of London. Cumberlan~ ·.• hastily recalled,and defeated 

the Highlanders at Culloden ~oor , It was following this that the 

Duke of CUmber land stained a good military reputation by his 

cruelties to the Scotch and arn d the titl of na111y , the Butcher" . 



The period following the ar of the Austrian uccession, 1748 

to 1756, corresponds roughly to the rule of the Pel hams , a coali­

tion of' t wo brothers , Newcastle and P-1ham. England slumbered 

while preparations for war were being made in India, America , 

and Franc . 

No man of force h d been abl to raise himself to Prime 

Mi nister since alpole 1 a fall . Ther was man , however , cap ble 

of t his pow rful l adership, but o~i ng to the fact that ho in­

s is t ed on his o,m ideal s and principles in pref rence to t hose 

of a party , and because be wae heartily despised by George II , he 

we.e reta~ned in minor rolee for years . This man was William Pitt , 

Senior . In 1731 ; Pitt hD.d first been he rd of when he wae given 

8 

a commission i n Cobham ' • regiment of hors • Under Cbbhrun •s in­

fluence Pitt succeeded his elder brother as .a member of rliament 

in 1734 . His firs t speech in the House .attracted widespr ad 

attention. I t was made in 1736 concerning the mar ri ge of the 

Cro Prine~ nd the extravaganc of his compliments, which 

sati rized t he atti tude of George II toward his ldest son, on 

for him the king '• enmi ty,. From thh date the King ·opposed him 

at every turn and only bowed to h,i.s l eadership when all otbor 

_resources had fai l ed. Wal pole used his influence ~gainst Pitt, 

and he was dis issed. The Crown Prince made him groom of t he 

b dchamber , forming a stronger alliance . between them. Constantly 

he declaimed against -Wal pole's policy and absolutism . Through 

all the Cabinet organizations from 1742 to 1748 t he King firml y 

rejected any office for Pitt . Finally he consented to~ Pel­

ham •s r e ues t , and Pitt was s nt to n office in Ireland, but 



within three months , on account of the death or Winnington, he 

succeeded to ottice of the Paymast r or t he Forces. Pitt now 

unblushingly stood for measur s that h had form rly opposed . 

The Unembarras d Count nano was a ballad satirizin hie con-

version. 

Fox now held the coveted position of eoretary of ar . H 

had one decided advant g ov r Pitt, physical etr ngth and no 

intirmities. Th even Years ar with Franc was bing fought 

in .Am.erioa, India , and on the Continent. The Duke of Cumb rland 

wae sent to th Continent , but acoompliahed only hie own downt 11 . 

First , he disregarded the advice or h.1s officers and fortified 

hi s army at th es r instead of the Rhine . The French und r 

Marshal d ' Eetres eaeily d teated hie inferior forces, and he was 

compelled to retreat . Pursued by the enemy. h was finally cor­

nered betwe n two river and the sea, where he capitul ted with 

his whole army in exch nge for per sonal fre edO!l'I . His Royal High-

ness shortly return d to land where h found hi self so un-

popular that he resigned all military mployment . 

eanwhile no Minister wa yet powerful enough tom int in 

his government tor any l ngth of time . Newcastle and Fox formed 

_a coalition which wae eagerly opposed by Pitt nd hi personal 

friend Legge . Loudly Chatham proclaim d that ho was the only 

man who could s ve gland from Franc • The Minietry, at thie 

time , received requests for assistance from th Governor of 

Minoroa . en help was finally sent under Admiral Byng , it was 

inadequate, with a commander o no ability . To appeae public 

opinion over the f 1lure of this e~ed1tion, Byng as brought 

9 
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home, convicted of not doing his utmost in line o duty, and 

executed . This gave t he Ministry only a short respite, s the 

public demand for Pitt fore d him into office in 1756 gainst all 

efforts of the King to the contrary. He immediately secured the 

passage of a measure providing for adequate supplies too rry on 

the dofence or Hanover , and the King's a.n1mosi ty lessened some-

wh t . An alliance w s ediately formed between Frederick II 

and Pitt, and the war was pushed forward under tho able management 

of these t wo great men. There was still friction in the c binet, 

as the ig puty want d complete control, and " Pit t would not 
7 

sacrifice his own opinions to those of the party" . Newcastle still 

c tor ed to the ng, and disagreement between them and Pitt over 

t he number of forces needed on th continent led to the dismiss 1 

of Pitt and Logge . For sev ral months there W R no organiz d 

government, but constant popular demand forced George to rec 11 

Pitt. This was decided victory for the people . "Th Gr at 

Commoner",. as Pitt as called, w s personally disagree ble to 

the King, was without aristocr tic backing, y t th peo,le could 

force him into office by the unanimous voice of th m sees . Now 

f1 ly entrenched in office, his idea wer rapidly p11t into 

effect , Soon disaster and disgrace were of the past, nd glory 

and honor rose tor Great 1tain. 

Practically all of Pitt I s 1 ns w re sucoes tul . Abercombie 

ad .Amherst were sent to Amer i ca, where they c ·ptur d Fort Du 

Quesne , which w s renamed Fort Pitt. Th 1r b1t1on was to con-

7 Rober t Bi 
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qu r Canada but inclement weath r delayed th 1r work. Later , 

Brigadier-General olf was sent against Quebecr with Townsh nd 

second in command. By skillful manoeuvr ing on the part of olfe 

Qu bee was captured tor England. olfe lost hi life during the 

battle , and Townshend as urned command. The capitulation of Mon­

tre 1 fol lowed in a short t i me ; thus was Canada won for the 

British. s o with Pitt at the hel m of affai rs a series of success­

ful projects was accomplished . Likewise in the continent al w r 

cert in succes es m rked t his period; a foothold wa established 

in Africa; Robert Olive est ablished British supremacy in Indi . 

Such were the conditions of affairs when George II , at the ag 

of seventy-seven, died suddenly on October 25th, 1760 . 

George III now succeeded to the throne . He was the grand­

son of his predecessor, and a youth at .this dat e . He had b en 

careful ly reared in retirement from all companionship save t hat 

of his mother and her friend J ohn Stuart, Earl of Bute . This 

cloistered life made h1m morally virtuous, genial of disposition, 

but incapable of judging character~ en this young man came to 

the throne , h was de termined to break the Whig power and to 

enforce his no-party policy on t he Cabinet . Gradually his favor ­

ites replac d Whig members . T~e rl of But e and the King 's 

' brother , dward , were his f irst appointment ~. Legge was dismissed 

and Hold nesse r esigned, but Pi t t was still nominally the Head. 

ile pret nding to seek p ace wit h .England, France allied herself 

wi t h Spain , a combination or the to houses of Bour bon. Pitt saw 

t he imminent danger in this combination nd r commended i mmediate 

Offensive action against Spain. n this sugg stion was voted 

down by all except Lord T mpl, his brother-in- law, the Prime 
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Minister off red his resignation. 'l'he public ra.ised a loud cry 

against its acceptance, and in order to stop this clamor, Pitt 

was given a pension of 30001s. per y ar to extend to the third 

generation . In just a few shor t months all England saw that Pitt 

had been correct, and the new Ministry was forced to do wh the 

had reconnnended earlier . 

The King , who showed every favor possible to his favorite , 

i mmediately made Bute head of the new government . 11 he was 

a good man and a valuabl e citizen, But was not a successful nor 

experienced politician. A Scotchman by birth, he fill d many 

l ucr tive position with his f ellow- countrymen, esp cially mem-

b rs of his own fami ly. This caused a great wave or feeling 

against him with the ma jority of t he Engl ish people . A few 

months following his organ.ization of administration, Spain and 

France invaded Portugal in an att mpt to force h r into alliance 

wi th them . England had to go to the a1sistance of the Portugu se 

in order to turn back the invadi ng f orces. 

Franc now saw that hr lack of finance s , combined with her 

fai l ur s , necessit at ed peace ; so the !!!2.!, 2!. ~ was soon con­

cluded. The outcry against t his treaty was instantaneous, as 

_England did not acquire what her successes entitled. her to have . 

Bute was accused of having the Scotch weakness for the French, 

and received all blame for the treaty. In t he adjustment or 

finances following the war Bute still further alienated himself 

from the people . H 1 vied excises such ae had caused t he down­

fall or Walpole . "I n pamphlets and periodical publications and 

in all public meetings in the ~ity or London , which were entirely 



directed by the Opposition, this act was represented as part of 
8 

th rapacity of Scotchmen, and for establishing arbitrary power . " 

He 1nnn diately retired from office . 

The Honorable Georg Gr enville , a brother of Lord Temple , 

headed th succeeding Ministry , which 1mm diat ly fac d a 

serious crisis. John Wilkes, member of Parliament from AYles­

bury , had for some time attacked Bute and all Scotchmen in a 

publication known aa !!!!. ~ ~ • At this juncture, an 

abuse of theSovereign appear din what is known as No. 45. 

Par liament, i ns tead of i gnoring th• scurrilous attack, mad• such 

an issue of it that tor years there was a controversy over it; 

Wilkes became a public hero , and the existing ministry was dis­

credited • .!!!!. Adventures of!~• by Charles Johnstone, 

satirizes this affair, and we will look into it in more detail 

a little later . Bute , who was supposed to influence the King in 

all matt rs, still rec ived t la blame for all unpleasant occur­

renc s. 

Grenville was a man of clear understanding, parliam ntary 

experience , extensive knowledge of law, finances, an~ commerce . 

His desire to i mprove the financial condition of Engl nd withou t 

burdening the country led to a suggestion that proved a calamity 

·ror Great Britain. He introduced a plan whereby stamp duties 

should b• levied on c rtain imports and exports in Am _r ica, in 

ord r that that country might help bear t he burden of the war 

fought in her defence . The outcry from America caused the bill 

to be dropped temporarily, but wh nit was renewed and enforced, 

8 -Rober t Bisset , The Reign of George III , p . 203 . 
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a year or so later, it culminated in America's ar for independ-

•nee . 

Early in 1765 , George III had a serious illn ss hich great ­

ly alarmed th country , as his heir was only three years old, and 

the prospect of so long a minority was dre ded by the nation. 

When George recovered a . li t tle later , he insisted on forming a 

council of regency , who would be r ady to serve in case anything 

should happen to him. some time after this the regency was 

c lled upon to serve but not for his son; it was during a period 

of his own incapacity due to mental illness . Opposition grew so 

strong against Grenville that he was forced out , and Rockingham, 

combined with the DUke of OUmberland formed the next minis try . 

This ministry was of shor t duration,. as Cumberland, its main 

strength, died within a shor t time . Pitt we again solicited to 

organiz the government , but he refused on account or i l l - he 1th. 

The Duke or Grafton headed t he new Ministry . He was a 

staunch supporter of Pit t , but broke aw y from his pol icies while 

the Commoner was 111 and absent from affairs . A revival of the 

1lkes affair nd t he enforcement of taxation in erica dis• 

corntited the Ministry . In 1770, the at tacks of Pitt , who w snow 

.somewhat restored t o h a l th , and t he satire of.!!!!_ Letters of 

~ l ed Grafton t o resign. At this critica l time the Lord 

Noz,t h 111n1str y was formed .. Disturbances were now common in er­

i ca; ssia and Turkey were havi ng trouble; Sp in and England 

were in dlapute; the corrup t boroiigh system in England w s 

brought to light i n the Shoreham case . Dttfamat1on on political 

subjects was never more licentious than at this particul r time . 

14 



P1tt, the Public hero for the last twenty y are , now be1cem 

Lord Che.them, hioh greatly lessened his popularity. 

So \'f1th the entrance of North's ministry , the death of the 

novelist, smollett , and th los s of Pitt s the great l eader or 

the Commons ., we will l ave our h1stor1cal r v1ew nd turn to th• 

sat1r1oal matt r . Three dominant figures bee • the obj c t or 

sat1re 1n these thi rty years: 

the1se will be taken up in de tail , 

l pole , P1tt , nd But e . E oh or 

l 



Chapter II 

Satirical Attacks~ Walpole's Ministry 

An understanding ot the lit• and character of Si r Robert 

Walpole readily discloses qualities that invite satire . H• 

was born in 1676, of par ents who were economically successful, 

but essentially middle-clan country peopl e .. He was the f ifth 

of ninet en childr•n;and the t hird son. H• was a student in 

K1ng 1 s College , Cambridge, when th• death of his t wo e lder bro­

thers made him heir to the est ate; so .he r eturned home . Here 

he lived pl e sant, easy life , drinki ng and enjoying sports 

with his rather . In 1700, he married Miss Catherine Shorter , 

who w s never thoroughly congenial with him , but brought hi m a 

considerable fortune . Th same y e ar his fa t h r passed away, 

and Sir Robert entered Parliam nt , .where h• r emained for the 

next forty-odd y•ars . For nearly t wenty y ars fter his entrance 

i nto political life little 1s known of hi career , excepting the 

·fact th t he was a man of financial ability. Aft r · t h• explosion 

or t he "s outh Sea Bubble", Walpole was v r y much respected as an 

economic genius, s ince h• had predicted v ery accura t ly the ctu l 

ou tcome of these speculativ v ntures. George I grew to depend 

very much upon Walpol e , but when this king did in 1727 , it was 

confi dently expected that alpole would lose his office on account 

of t he animosity of t h• new king . As Oro ince , George II had 



constantly quarreled 1th his f ther and had bit erly hated al­

polo . The latt r, how v r, had ear fully cultivated the friend-

ship of een Carol i ne , ho eatly admired the Minister for his 

ability . For sev ral days after the new King o • to the thron , 

alpol waited to be dismi ssed in favor or Compton, but this 
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brief int rv 1 served t o show George !I that non of hh friends 

wer c pabl e or -hold1ng the office; therefore he decided to retain 

Sir Robert . It was tter this time that the Minister established 

hims lt wi th tho absolute power that he att inod. 

For more than ad cad now England enj~yod pence . Many . 

difficulties arose, but W lpol m nag•~ to st er clear of war . 

In 1737, he lost his best friend, the Queen, and his own wife, 

for whom he had little affection. Shortly tt r his w~f•'s d a th , 

ho married lary Skerr i tt, with whom h h d lived s ver 1 years . 

Their child w II recognir.ed by the King. After year or so , e­
land wa11 forced into ar with Spain, who refus d to reg rd Eng­

land ' s right11 on the s• . Rather than car ry on the war in the 

h lf-h rted manner in which he did, Wal pole · should have resigned, 

but inexplicably he ~el d on to his pl ace . Two other main event11 

· contributed to his removal by the Kins , in 1742 , at the inllistence 

~f the peopl e: one was th• ef fort t o levy excise taxes ; the oth r , 

th controversy over the r riage of t he crown Prince . JUst sev n 

days after his r oval from office , al pole was made th ~arl of 

Orford . For the next thr e y ars he was a pow r behind the 

sc ne•, as George II had learned to depend upon this an for all 

things . On March 18 , 1745 , the first Prime Minister of E land 

died. 



l pole was pow rtul l• der, yet his name r eclllls non 

or the h roic qu 11t1ea that usu.ally distinguish gre t nat ional 

l adore . n his p r sonal characteristics are not, on the whole, 

gr atly to b dm1red . In early days a portly , handsome man, h 

l t er becrune corpulent nd unwieldly . His racial expressi on was 

b tween a smile and sneer . Hews a gay and easy compani on , 

with a temp r ev n and hard to provoke. He never meddled i n the 

affair or oth rs nor permitted th m to meddle 1n his . I n his 

wor k he s r pid nd methodical, but always took plenty of t i me 

for pl e eur s . Fox- hunting was hie favorite sport, and once a 

y r h spent a month indulging 1n this pleasure . Drinking ·w a 

with him, s wi th his age, a favorite pastime . In his marital 

relations he was very lax, often boasting or his own sucossses 

and apparently indifferent to the fidelity of his wife . Be ing of 

a very boisterous nature and given to coarse jokes , he often em­

barrassed his lady companions • He always boasted that 11h could 

l y side care with his clothes", and was a sound sleeper . His 

greatest vice was probably his gre d for pow.r , which hew a wil­

ling to obtain by the most corrupt methods . It wae (l day of 

corruption and bribery , which accounts in sO!:ne degree for this 

quality 1n Wal pole . He could not brook a superior oolle gue ; so 

he surrounded himself with mediocre men like Newcastle. 

In his capacity of Minister alpole accomplished many ben -

ficial acts for the nation. He maintained peace , and established 

a colonial trade that greatly increased the nation's wealth. H• 

secured the removal of a vast number of import and export du.ties, 

pointing the way for England' s later policy of free- trade . The 

definite form and powers of the Cabinet were well established 
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und r hie lead rship , and h . was i n reality th• first modern 

Prim Minister . Th times , however , wer ag inst such one-man 

power; o alpole lways vigorously denied ny such 1mplic tions . 

H w s satirically cailed the "First inist r" in many periodic ls . 

H tw1c r j cted t he sugg tlon oft xing the erico.n colonies 

to incre so England ' s income , saying that he had turned Old Eng-

l and against hims lt, and he would not do the s with New g-

land . ost of his unsucoes tu.l policies were inaugurated near his 

down 11. The xoise , which he advoca ted, was an idea fr in 

dv no o his ti , nd a very pr otio 1 one , which 1s growing 

more popullll' in our own times . His idea was tor move th custom 

duties on win and tob coo but to tax the consumer . Such an 

outcry s this rous d has s ldon b en heard, nd he was forced 

to withdraw hi bill . en rter this hew .s almost mobbed by a 

fr nzied crowd and his etf1eies were publicly burn d . Another 

mis take in his rule was his attitude toward the Crown Prince . 

George II and his eon were bitter enemies v n as he and his OJn 

f ther had b• n.. w lpol• ' s olos nes to the ng l ed to an open 

ru ture with the. crown Prince , and the Minist r ' s opposition to 

th l tter 1 s marriage creat d many en mies for the administration • 

. The one instance on record or al pole 1 s bribery is .found in con­

nection with his pr venting yearly settlem nt or a large sum of 

money upon the Crown inc• , who became one or th chi r forces 

in driving Walpole out of of fice in 1742. 

ir Robert was alway b1tt rly hated by all the scotch on 

account of tho Captain Proteus affair. Hie policy of carrying 

on the war wi th Spain arter he had be n f orced into it , his usage 



of patrona • to k p his pow r , and his politic 1 corruption are 

all mat erial for atiro in tho periodicals and proso fiction of 

his contemporari s . 

Th most vigorous stir directed agains t alpole was Field­

l ong nmity bot we n tho 

0 the dr as of Fielding, hich alpole 

had s curoly muzzled Jith th Licensing Act of 1737 . Following 

this Fielding turned to writing tor p riodic l . oon his old 
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animosity to ard t e iniet r w shown by constant tt c~s in t he 

Champion , particularly in those from Novomb r, 17 9 to Jun, 1740 . 

During this latter year a new literary form was achi ved by· 

Richard on 1 s P ela . This becrune t h vehicle for Fielding ' s 

politic l satire of nl ole 1 s administr tion. On April 4 , 1741 , 

t h r a p arod i n tho Craf t an, ~ Apology ~ !!!!_ !!!!.! ~ 
Koyber . Thii war vised nd repub­

l ished in the Champion of Nov mbor 3, 1741. Th• fictitious name 

sign d to this burlesque of tho f i rst English novel , ~ , was 

intended to connect the article with the p_en of Coll y Ci bber , n 

old antagonist of Fi l ding , but it has since been almost definite-. 1 
ly oat blished that i t was actually written by Fielding. This 

satiric l work, his active connection with the Champion and th 

Oontlom n •s Ua azine i n the capacity of Opposition pamphleteer , 

and a second novel Joseph Andr we , al l prepared tho way for Jona­

~~. which appeared in 1742. 

The fr ework for the satire was the tory o a t hi f n ed 

J on than ild, who a few years earlier had beco • notorious through-

I ilbur L, Cross , Henry Fielding, Vol . 1 , p . 304 . 



out England . The story had been told by several writers , the beet 

known r edaction probably bing Gay's Beggar 1 e Opera . The hero ie 

a thief at the head or a gang or thieves. He eende his men about 

to rob here nd plunder there : then he proceeds to take by far 

t he larger share or all the spoils . When anyon raises cry 

gainst his treatment, he carefully puts him out o the way by 

informing against hi m and having him hanged. The story of the 

jewel er , Hearttree , t akes up al r ge part of the nov l and is 

origin l with Fielding . Thia sub- plot has nothing to do with the 

politi cal satire, but seems rat her to have been introduced to 

obscure th wri t er ' s meaning. I t was , however , the direct cause 

o Wild 1a fate over taking him. The treachery of one of his moa t 

trus t ed thi vs, Fireblood, who was also i ntimate wi th Wild' s 

wife Laetitia , resulted in the hangi ng or t he hero . There is an 

i ntri gue in the novel be t ween M1se Theodosia Snap , whose father 

is constable , and t he hero, Wild. 

Fielding was very loud in disclaiming any personal int nt 

in this work, but the very fact that his denial was so mphatic 

makes one doub t its truth. Thr oughout t he entire s~ory he con­

s tantly compares thieves and ro es with minis t ers , reat men, 

and Pr i me Minister s , so tha t we oan scarcely doubt tha t he is 

a tirizing Wal pole . In the original dition all of these name s 

are in large l e tters, but in later editions many have ordinary 

spelling ; showing that his r evi.eion of the work did away with 

som or its politic l s i gnificance. I n his magazine articles in 

the Champion and the Gontl man 1 s Magazine many t erms are directed 

against al pole which @xaotly conform to those in Jonathan~• 
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In the Champion f or F•br uary 28th, 1739-40, Fielding m intains 

that he has earet'ul ly studied Prime- M1n1stry and "intends to 

teach th• Art" . Th• necessities, a11 he see11 them, are "a very 

particular broad Grin , ** a Stare which urpri11 s, * * * * * 
Promia•a or all orts and iz•s , * * Slanders of the black-

e11t Kind, * Squeezes or the Hand , Bowe, and Invitations to 
2 

Dinner , ** Bribery , * ** and the Art of Lie-Looking" . Many 

of t he11e p rtioulars are charged to alpole in the satirical 
.(, 

novel . In a 1 ter is11ue, di11cus11ing the d•r~votion or c rtain 

names , he comments upon "Robert or Robin" . He says th•r is "a 
3 

Robert 1 11 Sauc• compo11ed of t h• mo11t R•pugnant Ingredients" ; He 
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3 
t'urther 11tates that Liar Robin was the "Head of a G ng of Thievee" J 

and then rove11 that the word "robbery" 111 derived from "Robert" . 

Such materi l can scarcely fail to point t o the 11atir• lat er pro-

duced by Fielding in t he for m of novel . 

An exami nation or Fielding I s .d• scr1pt1on or 11d 1mmed1a tely 

sugges t s that of Prim Minis ter l pole . 

J onathan Wild had every qualification necessary to form a 
great man. Aa his mo11t power t'ul and predominant pa~sion was am­
bition, so nature had, with consummate propriety , adopted all his 
f culties to the attainment of those gloriou11 •nds to which his 
pa11sion direct•d him . H• wa11 • xtremely i ngenious 1n inventing 
designs , artful in .contriving t he means to accomplish his purposes, 
and re solute in ex8cuting them. : for as th• ~ost exquisite cunning 
and mos t undaunted boldn•ss qualified him f•or an undertaki ng , so 
wash• not r es trained by any or those weaknesses which disappoi nt 
the vi•ws of mean and vulgar souls , and which are comprehended in 
one gener 1 t•rm of HONEST, a word d•rived from what t h• Gr••ks 
c 11 an ass . H• was entir• l y fr•• from t hose low vic•s of mod•s­
ty and good- nature , whi ch , a11 h• eaid, 1mpl i • d a total n•gation 
of human sr•atnes s , and w•r• th• only qualities which absolutely 

2 ~Op . cit +, Vol . I , P • 316 . 
3 Ibid. ;--v'ol . II , P• 311. 



rendered him incapable or m king a considerabl figure 1n the 
world. His lust was inferior only to his ambition; but , as 
for what simple people call love, h kn• not wh tit s . His 
avarice was immense , but 1t was or th• rap cious, not of the 
tenacious kind; his rapaciousnes s inde d so violent that 
nothing ever contented him but the whole . *** Th• character 
which he most valued himself upon, and which ho principally 
honored in oth rs , wa that of hypocrisy . ** H• held good-

23 

n ture and modesty i n the highest contempt , bu const ntly prac­
ticed the atfectation>of both and recommended this to othera . 4 

In the foregoing passage the author chose alpole•s most 

prominent faults to incorporate in his description of ild . un­

scrupulous ambition, gross personal i mmorality , v rice, and 

corr uption are all reflected in the description . A reference t o 

the actual raoi l expression of Sir Robert is seen i n the . 

follo 1ngr "H• was greatly superior to all mankind in the stead-
5 

fastness of his countenance . " The ccusat1on, so often flung at , 

alpole , of bribery 1s char ged age.inst· 11d: "Nor must e omit 

the early indio tions which h• gave of th• s ••tn s s or his t em­

per; for thou h• was by no means terrified into compliance , y t 

might he , by a sugar-plum, be brought to your purpose ; indeed, to 

say the truth, he was to be bribed t o nything, which made m ny 
. 6 

say he was cer tainly born to be a gr• t man. " 

In addition to the personal oharaoter1atics which readily 

identify ild with alpole , the author made the identity even 

clos r . alp le•s father bore the same name, Robert: his grand-

father was named Edward; so ild 1s fath r was also Jonath n; his 

grandfather, Edward. 



fling t alpole 1s loos matrimonial relations w st cen 

by Fi el ding in his account of th r lationship of Wild with the 
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nton Miss Laetitia n p , and the decidedly loos charact r , 

Miss tr ddl . In Miss Snap 1 s affairs with several rivals h• 

di r ctly att cks alpole 1s indiff renc to t he idelity nd vir­

tu of his own wif. In the original text or 1743 th• ruun or 
"s 1r John" was u od in the uarrel scene bot• n Jonathan nd 

his \Yif • Lord H rv y is reputed to h ve been the f vorit_e of 

al pole 1 1l wifo and .tho father of her son Horace . This accounts 

for the us of "s ir John" in t ho early di tions • w 1ch Fiel ding 
7 · 

oh nged to" trongbo "in th• edition of 1764 . Mias traddle 

suggests Maria k rritt, who be came l pole's seoond if aft r 

a notor ious ftair b teen ,the o. A direct ttack on . alpole •s 

immor 11ty is en in th• following Hnee: "For he d that weak-

nes of suffering himself to be enslav d by wom n, so natur lly 

incident to men of heroic disposition; to say the truth, it ~ay 
8 

more properly be c led a slav ry to hi appetites ." In order 

the more surely to identify th• implication in the s tire on al­

polo ' s marri ge relations , Fi lding mak s ~ more di~ect att ck in 

his ref r eno• to the connection or Fireblood and ild, whose Wife 

had be n guilty or an intrigue with th former . 

Another and nearer t ie subsisted between our hero and this 
youth; an instance which may al o ssrv to justify the strictest 
intercourse or love and acquaintance which so commonly subsist in 
modern history bet ween the husband and th• gallant , displaying 
the v st for e• of tr1endsh1p contracted by this more honourable 
than l egal alliance, which 1s thought to be at preeent o~ or the 

1 Jonathan Wild , P• 172. 
8 . -~ •, P• 163. 



strongest bonds of amity between eat m n, and th• mos t reputa­
ble as ell s easy y to their favor . 9 

Th• terms "prig" and "prigism", hich r u d fr u ntly 

throughout th• book, ore aid by Fielding to an 11 thi f" and 

8 th1ev ry", but on careful x ination thy appear tom n 

" 1g11 and " g1 "• They hnv bo n int rprot d by B k r to 
10 

mean v n jobbery, plac -hunting , and br1b ry . Count L Ruse 

prob bly represents outh rland, who pr ceded lpol as Minis­

ter . Bagehot was ild 1 s instructor in thievery1 and history 

shows that s,utherland w s as corrupt in his politic l methods 

s hie successor; h nc, F1eld1ng must re r to him s the in­

structor o th Primo Minist er who. bee me frunous for his or up­

t1on. 

Thre pas ges 1n the x ress po11t1cal s1gn1fi-

cance; one is th struggle 1n ryrison or arty control b •en 

Jonathan and Roger Johnson (Book IV , Chapter III); another 1s 

the puppet- show {Boot I I I , Chapter XI ); an th• third is the 

famous p seag on employing~ (Book I , Chapter X~V) . Th• 

prison sc ne presents a struggle bet • n the tro men, ild nd 

Johnson, for party control among their fellow prison rs. 'ild 

·ridicul es John on •s f ine clothes and mighty .airs , until he wins 

ov ram jority of th• inmates as his ollowers . A physic l en­

counter compl etes ild •s victory, and he becomes the acknowledged 

l eader , talcing Johnson's finery . u1te surprisingly, a few days 

9 Jon than ild, P• 187. 
lO Ernest A,]¾ker , The Hi story of the English Novel, 

Vol , IV , p . 14 , -



lat r , he ppears in tho usurped clothing , which is ill-fitting 

on the new l eader . Wells , in an article in the _____ _ 

~ ~ Langt.tage Association; suggests two interpretations of 

t his satirical passage . Both necessitate shift in character 
11 

id nti ty, which he says is not unusual in this type of satire . 

One or th••• identifies Wild with Pulteney , who gained control 

of the Government after Wal pole ' s downfall , and Johnson with 

alpole; th• other identifies ild with Wilmington instead of 

Pulteney . There is a more natural explanation of this scene 

than either of these . Th• hanging of ild at t he close or th• 

novel undoubtedly represents the downfall of alpol•J why should 

Fielding refer to this ev nt earlier in the same work? It 1a 

more probable that this cone reprea nts the rivalry between 

alpole and ~ownshend for the ascendency , and insinuates Wal­

pole ' s common origin in th• misfit of the coat, which Lord 

Townshend had worn . It is historically true that in his early 

career , alpole worked harmoniously with Townshend, and shared 

honors equally wi th him. Th• nobleman, wheh h• beheld Walpole 

surp ssing him in affluence and influence, became one or his 

bitterest enemies . A reference which further proves the iden­

tity of these two occurs in a later pas age where Fielding refers 

to an actual alterc tion between these two men, which ended in 
12 

drawn swords: 

Though it must be acknowledged that t wo very gre t men , 
whose names will both be recorded in history , did in th latter 

ii On , cit . , Vol. 28 , P • 2. 
12-= -

Dictionary~ National Biography , Art . Townsh nd. 
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times oom• forth themselves upon the stage , and did hack and hew 
and lay each other mos t cruelly open , to t he diversion of the 
spectator e, yet this must1~• mentioned rather as an example of 
avoidance than imitation . 

Th• second political pass •, that on employing hands , 

directly attacks Wal pole for h.is corruption and bribery, This 

paesage sets forth th• familiar eaying "that nothing succeeds 

l ike suoc• s", and shows that alpole is respected b cause he 

has corrupted nd bribed himself into a powerful position: 

Th• Mercantile part of the world, therefore, wisely use the 
t er ms employir! hands, and ju tly prefer each other as they m­
ploy more or ewer; ror this one merchant says that he is great­
er bee use h• mploys more hands . And now indeed the m rchant 
should seem to challenge some character of greatness did we not 
n ces s rily oome to a second division, viz . , of those who employ 
hands for the use of the COl!lllunity in which they live , and of 
those who mploy hands merely for their own use, wit hout regard 
f or the benefit of soci ety . Of the former sort are the yeomen, 
the manuf cturer, the merchant, and rha s th gentl man. *** 
The second part of this division, viz . , those who empl oy hands 
for th ir own use, are generally distinguishe d into oon~uerors , 
absolute princes , statesmen, and!)!'~~• Now all these Irrer 
?'rom each other in eatneas only-;;-uey employ mor or re er 
hands . ** Now suppose a prig had as many too'Ii7i's any"prI'me 
mini tr ever had, would h• not b as eat as any prime mini ter 
whatsoever ! Undoubtedly he would. 14 

This is a dir ct tt ck upon l pol 1s p rty or anizat~on through 

brib ry and plaoe- hunti • After the solilo uy ild decides tha t 

he needs only an organiz• d gang to make himself as great as a 

i me Minister; so h proceeds to organize one . This is one of 

t he pas ages that plainly indicate F1eld1ng 1 s t tack on l pole 1 s 

Pol itical or anization. 

The t hird passage compares th• administration of government 

13 Jonathan !!,g, P • 190. 
14 Jonathan !!.!,!!, PP• 70- 71 . 



to a upp t show wi t h its f i gure danoin to t 

~ n; 1 ole i lik th m tr of th• sho: 

111 of on 

Th st of th or ld dif er a from th t 1n Drury Lane 
princi pal ly i n t hi s - that wher eas , on the l att er , t he h r o 
o~ chi iguro is l most conti nual ly b f ore your ya , whi lst 
und r - otorn e not seen above once in an evening; now , on 
th orm r , t 1 hero or gr• t m n 1a al ays behind the curtain , 
and seldom or never appears or doth anythi ng i n hi own peroon. 
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H doth indeed, in t his GRA1ID DRA!AA r a t her perfo1•m the p r t of 
prompter , nd dot h instruct the weli-dre s •ed f i gures , who are 
strutting in ublic on t he s t age , ha t to say and do . To say t he 
truth, puppet-show will illustrate our meani ng better, where it 
1o th m s t er o the show ( t he great m n) who dances and moves 
everything whe t her it be the king of Kuscovy or whatever ot her 
potentate, alia puppet, which we behold on the st ge; but he him­
sel f ke pa wisely out of si ght; tor , should he once appe r, the 
vhol motion would b at an end. ot that one is 1gnor nt or his 
b 1ng ther e , ors pos•• that the puppe t • are no t mere s ticks of 
wood, and he himself t he ole mov r; but as this ( though every one 
knows it ) doth not appear visibly,!•• • to . their •.Y t!i , no one 1a 

shamed o consenting to be il!lpo ed upon; of helpina on the drama, 
by calli ng the sev ral sticks or pu, pet s by t he names which t he 
m at r hath allotted to th m, and by a• "lisning to each th charac­
ter hioh th• eat man 1a pl ased th y shall move i n, or rather 
in hich he h1ma lt is plea11ed t o ove th m. 5 . . 

'l'h1 is a direct accusation gainst alpol of havi ng, de h1m-

lf ime inister , hioh a t that time was regarded 1th much 

diaf vor . ne also take a slap t George II in his reference to 

the potent te or p~p•t• This satirizes t he bsolute power which 

,nlpol e h d come to have even over t h• Ki ng. 

Throu out t he novel there ar• covert allus i ons t o al pole 

Which can sc ool y be mi staken. The r eligious doubt s or the 

1n1ater , which amounted to a thei sm, are sat i rized 1n t he f ollow­

ing l ,iloquy of ild 1 "If there be another orld, 1 t will go 

ho.rd with me , th t is certain. ** Pshaw l I am not such a f ool 

as t o be frightened . o, no, when man ' s dead , there 's an end 

15 Jonathan 
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16 
or him. 11 After 11d w s placed 1n pr i son, he took t o steady 

dr1nk1 which is frequently heard ccusa ion g inst Wal pole . 

'llhil• 1 t 1e rue that h• probably drank no more than many in 

h1s day , it was , nevertheless. source of" cr1t1c1am for the 

t 1n1stry , lore than likely th• u:,e or the terms "c stl•" and 

"gr a t c s tle" i n sp• king or Newgate • r • cover t h1ts t al­

pole ' s magnificent c stle , which housed so unhappy and wretched 

a pair . He had jus t built this costly home , th l viBhn u or 

which caused muoh co ent . 

Th• maxims to gain sr• tness t hat re 11d down 1n the con-

cludi nB ch pters or th• book might well be thoso t hat lpole 

f ollowed in attaining hi s positions One ought nev r to do w • at~ 

er m1ach1et than necessary , acr1f1c• all 1th equ l re d1nes a 

to one ' s interest , Never trust a per son hom you have dee ived. 

Never t e l l more than necessary to a tool . Shun poverty, and lly 

yourself with the rich. M 1nta1n gravity of aspect !ind affect 

\Tisdom, Never reward one equally 11th his merit . Many are 

undone by not goi ng de ply enough into roguery. Men proclaim 

Virtues 1n order t o profit by them. 

fin l personal thrus t at al pole: 

e closing p ragraph 1a a 

. Indeed whil e greatness consists in power , pr i de , insolence, 
and doing mischi ef to mankind - to speak out - h11• a great man 
and a great r ogue are synonymous t rma , so long shall 'il d stand 
unrivaled on the pinnacle of Oil ATNESS . " 17 

Another novel of the 1ghteenth century which contains much 

P011t1c l satire 18 The Devil on Crutches in gland, by "an un-- - - -
known entleman of oxfor d" . Thia book was obviously written in 

16 1 9 Jonathan ~• u . 2 • 
17 Jonathan~• p , 294. 
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i mitation o Le Sage 1 s or lc, ~ ~ ~ Crutch• • Eug ni o, 

~•11- clress• student from Oxford, 11 sauntering ,.n the moon-

light i n London hen he s aocosted by a well- clress ed per s on who 

announced th the had been searching for the student . He conf1• 

d d t ha t ,he s Asmodeus sent to gland to ov rsee suicides and 

gru11 s tar s , as punishment from the Devil for hnving appeared i n 

Le Sage ' s or . Re vol unteer ed to take Eugenio to see the si ghts 

of London. I n this e tlod many or the vioes o t h• Bngl1sh peo­

pl are repres nted. 

Th• ma1n political satire appears l a te i n t he book, and is 

present ed s "The m.story of a Senator" . Vnllius, the noble 

mi nis t er , 1s certai nly Chathflt!I ; h1l e the ickedest ?-.1nis te1' in 

,;;urope" i s jus t ns surely alpole . Th~ latter as at the helm 

of gover ent hon Vnllius enter ed Parliament. The wicked Minis• 

t er undertook to bribe Vallius to support a certain issue . V 1-

lius refused , ~nd the Miniat r r eal ized that he had betr ye him-

eel f to nn ne Ile curse his favo1•1 te ll18.X1tn: "that very man 

has his price" . Immediat ely hes onsed his henchman, Playdeep , 

ho informed him that Vallius was fond of gNllbling . .He was sent 

out to ruin financially the Nobl e Senator . 'i'h• irst night 

Vallius lost IBOOO, and on t he same night heard that his country 

homo had been des troyed by fire . 'l'h• icked Miniet rs nt a 

second offer t o V ll1us, but was again refused • . Playdeep even­

tually secured Vallius• name to a bond for a larg sum , which he 

offered to cancel if the Senator would merely remQin away from 

Parliament the f ollowing day when a certain matter was to be voted 

upon. His persuasion m rely determined Valliua to appear at any 
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cost, and he spoke 1n answer to the Minister in so ski l ful a 

manner that t he bill wa defeated and the Minister himself won 

over to s•• 1ts faults . The matter referred to here is undoubt­

edly Walpole 1 s attempt to secure th• pas age of his f vorite bill , 

t he excise tax. A description of t h is contest in Par l iam nt 

follows : 

Vall1us stood up and 1n an Oration t hat would h ve done 
Honour to the Greatest Orator that Greece and Rome ever produced, 
so manifestly proved the evil Tendency of the Most 1cked of 
Pro j ects , and t h• unavoidabl e Destruction in which it would in• 
volve the Liberties and Trade of the Kingdom , th t there was not 
am n present , th• Minister himself not exceited, but was convin­
ced of the Danger of 1ts passing i nto a Law. 8 

Soon fter this Vallius won his money bac fr om Pl aydeep , resolv­

ing never again t o lo • over a cer t ain amount a t a si t tin , a 

resol ution which he kept . In praise of this noble enatO!' the 

writer concluded : "H• l s now you se gradually descending into 

the Grave , after bav1 served his oountl'7 faithfully in the 

capacity of a senator for eat Number of years; untainted by 

Corruption, unbiased by Offers, h• has lived and will die a 
19 

steady Asserter of the Ri ghts and Liberties of h1s Country. " 

This work appeared in 1759, when the public adulation or 

•Pitt was at its height. He had been the f irst Minister to break 

away from th• practice of bribery and corruption; so the shor t 

sa tire carries telling for ce . It assails al pole on his weakes t 

points , - bribery , corruption, and his effort to carry his point 

IS on . cit., p . 164 . 
19.;;,t;. . -

~ -, P • 166. 



in ny mann r . Th• bill r eferred to 1s undoubtedly t h• exci se 

t ax bill . Pitt ctually oppo ed t his , and alpole did give up 

t he id of its becomi ng a law when he saw wh t opposition it 

aroused. 

Politica l satire 111 conspicuous in th• novels of Smollett , 

but t h t directed agains t al pol• is princi pal ly in smollett •s 

earli est work, and haa to do with th• expedition sent to Car t he­

gen . Roderick~• which was published in 1748 , has as its 

hero an orphan scotch youth , who experienced many vicissitudes 

of life pr evious t o the time he was assaulted by a pres s gang .and 

pu t on board The Thunder, a man-or-war destined tor th• est - . 
Indes . From that point we have r epulsive but accurate account 

or nav l conditions during tho expeditiQn to Carthegena , to ich 

the au thor was n eye- witnes. Men were treated brut lly by 

heir commanders , who were usually incapabl e men holding their 

position through influence rather than qualification. At St. 

H l ens , Roderick ' 
20 

shi p joined another "under Sir c~---n- r o-1• •" 
Soon a fierce t empes t arose , and the iok and dyi ng were forced 

21 
into service by a cowardly, heartless commander. When they f in 1-

l y reached Jamaica, a second fleet joined them. Both remained 

in otive for over a month, when they pushed on to the -location 

where the French f l eet was expected. ll•r• they f ound out that it 

had ailed for .Europe after informing Carthegena t h• exact stre th 
22 

of the English forces . Still they loi tered abou t before sailing 

l:!o Sir Chalon r Ogle. 
21 Chapter XXVIII . 
22 Chapter XXXI . 
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to Carthegena , where they again dropped anchor for p riod of 

ten days of inacti ity. "I ascribe this del y to t he generosity 

of our chi efs, who scorn tot • any dvantag that fortune might 
23 

give th mover n enemy" , says mollett . "At t he end of this ten-

day p riod som, of the marines were sent on ehor 1mmediately 

ben ath the walls and fortifications of the city , to coustan t. • 

soldiers to fire who were not as yet much used to discipli • ~ o 

This expedient, gain, has urnished matter of censure against 

the Min1 try , for sending a. few raw recruits on such an i mpor tant 
24 

ent erpri se , while so many veteran troops lay inacti ve a t home." 

So the siege of Carthegena was mismanaged for fifteen days, those 

i n comm nd at con tant quarr els with one another . ~n epidemic of 

f ver which broke out among th• sailors . forced th m to raise 
25 

siege nd return to Jamaica, . In ape king of one of the generals 

mollett s tirizes alpole's syste of giving and taking away 

ccording to his o pleasure and purpose: 

The general* o owed hie promotion more to interest than 
his cap city , and now the eyes of the ministry are~opan d , his 
friends dead or become 1nconl!liderable, he 11 struc~off the 
11st , and obl1 ed to put up i ha ye rly pensi~n. 

Thus , was Sir Robert Walpole a targe t for Stire_ in the 

eighteenth century. Many abuses and institutional conditions 

were a ttack din the novels of this period, but they will occupy 

OUl' attention in alt r chapter. The first Pr ime Minister of 

23 ~ • cit., P• 9 • 
24 Ibid::-p . 9 • 
25 Uorce that had been 30 1000 men was reduced to 3 ,200. 
26 Roderic ~ • P• 138. 



Engl nd dre upon himself , muoh of both personal and pol1t1oal 

~at1re . s 'w1ll be sh wn 1n subsequ nt chapters , l l th great 

Prime Y1n1st or s ho foll owed him 11kew1se became objects of tho 

most bitters t1r1cal attacks . 
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Ohapter III 

Satirical Attacks~~ N• eastl•-~ Ministry 

William Pitt, afterwards the first Earl ot Chatham, was 

the second great Pr1m• Minister or England . Like alpole he 

roso from the ranks to this high position, but unlike th• ear­

lier Minister he was gre tly beloved by tho English people . 

ereaa alpolo had stood tor corruption and bribery, Pitt 

stood for honesty and straighttorwa.rdnosa; Walpole was tho fav­

orite of two aucoeod1ng inga -and maint~in~d his power bt cater­

ing to their desires , but Pitt achieved his auooosa in spite of 

the opposition or th• King and through th• adulation or the pub­

lic. Tho question 1mmodiatoly arises, ttsow can the satirist find 

an opening for his attack in such an heroic character?tt Inox­

Plice.blo a it may oem, at least one novoli'at of this c ntury 

aw fit to hur·l bi•ttor invective against this public h·oro . In 

~ Adventure ~ ~ ~• by Tob.1aa a.orgo Smoll tt, o1ghteonth­

century political satire reaches tho acme of bittornoaa . 

In order to understand th• motives for such an attack, some 

attention must be given to ~e 11_fe of the author . smollott was 

native ot Scotland. Although much of his early life ia obscure , 

h1a second novel, Roderick Random , 111 in part autob~ographical . 

He picturoa his youth, undoubtedly in an exaggerat d manner, aa 

one ot hardllhip, owing to his grandtather 1a indifferent attitude . 



After an education for the medical profession, smollett set out 

for London to ••k a literary career . In his pocket he carried 

a pl ay ,!!!!, Regicide , which became th cause of his second quar­

r el with the world . This work, which was boyish and commonplace, 

w s r efused by all to whom it was offered, and the author nev r 

forgave those who rejected his fir s t literary at t emp t . Following 

t his failure he endured many hardships , until he finally achieved 

succea i n his novels . After he had pujliahed ttll'•• successful 

nov la , he became connected with~~• a periodic 1 f ounded 

by te t o rotect his administration from the ttacka of The 

~ ~ • In this capacity Smollett accomplished little , but 

his enmity with the world was again aroused as a result of his 

qu rel in this periodical with Admiral Knowles , which cot h1m 

fine of one hundred pounds and three months imprisonment. As 

Bute rs p phl t r h had been hired to trike at the opposition, 
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Which includ•n Pitt . 

months l a t r , the ti 

en Bute di continued his periodical a few 

ing Scotchm n wa aroused to action, and he 

cried out ag int!!!_ the politiciane of bis age in this lashing 

satire , ~ Adventures~~~• A rather fittin description 

or this work is given by hi • biogr9,pher as f ollowst 

Except in certain parts of Swift , ther e is nothing, at least 
in the pro ction bf any writers of a high rank, to surpau the 
•re animal nastiness of this satire . From first to last smollett 

ring t he changes on the words dirt, sores , filth , evacuations up 
and down, till h• produces an intolerable feeling of disgust , not 
at th things and per sona he meant to derid•, but at hims lf. Then, 
too , the satir• ia too indiscriminate. Not only are O.orge I I , the 
lAlk of Cumberland, and th 1".k• of N we stle bespattered with 
nast1nes , but the same treatment is meted ou t to Anson, Mansfield, 
and, abov all , to Pitt.l 

I David Hannay, Th• Life of Smollett, P• 151. ---
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eo di th M1n1at:J!7 or Pitt, a riod ot titte yeara 

had •lap ed ino th tall ot Wal ol•• l)u-1 

ft torn by 1ntttnal and exteJ'nal atr1te . 1n1at.,i,a bad rb•n 

and t llan; a pow rtul enou h to a1nta1n the l d rehip 

to1• any i. th ot t • • entu lly a co 11 tlon o erment w 

to ad , 1nolud1 both th • of ewo •tle and Pitt head • 

With th1 1n1atra t1on our a tire deah. '1'he story la pJ'e wn -

bly rel tad by at , no baa th• pow r of ••!no pnst, pre ant , 

nd future . 

ollatt oonoeale the intent ot hia • ta• be 1n.d i'1ot1t1o a 

land 11 called th• island ot Japan, nd Japan••• • 

PP•ari ng n •• are u1ed tor th• oharaotara . Under th1 oonoa1t 

the uthor rel tee th• 1n h1ator1oal evente ot land between 
2 

17 • and 1 65. Th• Jap • ( , lieh) people are deeoribed u 

o t ohan aable and lnsinoere, pr1d1 th elva11 upon theiJ' con-· 

11titut1on, Re adde that "t hey are vary ol oroua bout the word• 

lib rt,. nd propertys yet in r.ot the only liberty they enjoy h 

to set drunk enev the-, please., to revU• . th• ova.rnnant , and 
~ . 

qu rel' with one nothin'"• ootland and Ireland, rapreeentad ae 

parta oft• lUngd are oalled J'aepaotivaly by th• •• ot 

Xi la and X1oooo. 

'l"h1a 1ngdom bAd torc,er.ly ban ~led by nae with b olute 

po r, own aa 114a1roa•• but a new tor 1 

bten placed on the tbl'on•• Th• t1ret ot thie line or inga ••• 

eta ar• a,cplanatorr 1nf'ol'lllt.t1on, 



Bupo (George I) . Under his rule th• filnieters had secured great 

power , since his nativ land, Y~sso (Hanover), always retained 

hie chief interest . Th• rule of this King preceded our history 

by some years , and so is of slight interest here . 

The second King ot this dynasty, Got- hama-bab ( George II) , 

who we reigning wh n t he atory opens, occupies a most prominent 

part in thi satire . Thia King 1s dHcr1ved 1u1 hn~ng inherited 

an e.tom from ooae, and his whole manner and conversation bore 

m r ke o this tact. "H• ,ra rapacious, shallow, hot-headed, nd 

perverse; in point or understanding, jut sufficient to appear· in 

public without a slaveri ng bib; imbued with no knowledge, and 

warmed with no affection. *** Hie heart was meanly selfish, and 
4 

hie disposition alto ether unprincely. " · 

Th• third ng ot this foreign line, 010-010 (George III) , 

came to the throne in the latter part ot the period covered by 

this history . As a Prince h• was sequester d from all companion­

ship , under the .influence or his mother and her friend , Yak- Strot 

(Bute ). The latter so dominated this King that he rose to fir t 

Place 1n t he ,Kl.ngdom, and caused the overthrow of our hero, Tay­

oho (Pitt) . 
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Thie foreign dynasty introduced a new religion to the Island, 

Which ventually impoverished th• entire Kingdom. This wa known 

e.a the worship ot Fakku-basi, or th• ite Horse (The Hanoverian 

Policy) . The N w Religion was founded by these Kings on account 

of their love tor their previous home . All who ro • to favor 

4 Th• Adventures of~~• P• 476 . 



undor thes rul rs wore r qu1r d to learn nd believe the rol­

lowinr credo: 

39 

I believe in tho whit horse , that he descondod from heaven , 
and sojourn din Jeddo (Oe n:y) , which i s the land of promise . 
I believe in Bupo (George I) his apostle , who first declB.1•od to 
the ohildron of Iliphon ( 1ta1n) the glad t idings of the gospel 
of Fakku- bas1 . I believe that the white horse was begot by a 
blac k mul, o.nd bra~ ht forth by groon dragon; that he eats 
old as provender, and disohar es diamonds as dung; that the 

Japanese aro ordained and pred s t i ned to .f'urni h him with food, 
and the peopl of J eddo (Ger many ) to clear away his litter . I 
bel iev that tho Island of Niphon is joined to the continent of 
Jeddo, nd th t who v r thinks otherwise slmll be damned to al l 
eternity . I beli ve th t th al lest ortion of matter may be 
practically divid dad infinitum; th t e ual antities taken 
from equ 1 antitieii; n une ual quantity ill rm in: that two 
and two make seven; that th sun rules the night, the stars the 
day, and the oon 1e m do of en oh e . Finally, I believe 
that man cannot b s ve .1 1thout devoti his oods and his 
chattels , his ohil ren, rel t i ons, nd f'r1 nds, his· enses and 
ideas, his soul and his body , to th r 11g1on of the whi te horso , 
as it is proscrib din the ritu 1 of F kku- bas1. s 

i'ho land which was tho obj ct ot t his worship w s known as 

OSSO (Hanover) . I t W S 

the first ng, Bupo (Geor 

al try farm in J ddo (Germany ) , wher e 

II) , had rul d be or coming to 

Japan. ~h so forei ifl$!S referred this count t o 11 the 

palaces of te oo (London) . ~ n aft r thy inh r 1 d he vast 

lo.nds and alth of Jap n, th ir ohi r us o it 

serve intact thi s unfi-uittul, barr n f rm, which 

t pre­

o far 

1st nt . As a result, gr at w was ged with m n:y ropean 

cynasti a, va t ums of mono w r sp n, arui 'numorou Japanese 

lives were lost, m rely to a tist'y the whim of these Rulors to 

Preserve int ct this farm or Yea o. 

n order to assist the read r 1n o the names 

8111ployod by oll tt in this nov l, th ol lowi ~ lo ry , with 

5 Tho Adventure s or an At om , P • 4 4 . ----------
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the translation of the Japanese nameo , hao be n insert d: 

1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5. 

·6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9 . 

1 . 
2. 
3 . 
4 . 
5. 
6 . 

1 . 
2. 
3 . 
4 . 
6 . 
6 . 
7. 
8 . 
9 . 
10. 
11 . 
12. 
13. 
14 . 
16. 
16 . 
17. 
18. 

19. 
20 . 
21 . 
22 . 
23 . 
24 . 
25. 
26 . 
27. 
28. 
29 . 
30 . 
31 . 

O.ographioal Locations 
China - France 
Corea - Spain 
Fateiseio - Am rica 
Fla- Sao - Plassey (India) 
Japan - England 
Jeddo Germany 
Matao - Minoroa 
Jrloaco - London 
N1phon - Britain 

Titles 
Buponian Creod • - - - - - -

!6. Ostrog - Austria 
11. QUa- Chu - Guadalupe 
12. Quib- QUab b c 
13. Terra Australia - Africa 
14 . Thin- Quo'' - Martinique 
15 . Tzin- Khall - S negal 
16 . . Xicoco - Ireland. 
17. X1mia - cotland 
18 . Yesso - Hanov 

CUbo • - - • - - - - -
Hanov rian Policy 
Minister 

D 1ro 
Faklru-bas i 
Legion 
QUO • • .... 

Bihn- go 
Bok-kokh 
Brut- an- t1tfi 
Bupo 
Fas-Khan 
Fi- de-ta- da 
F1ka- kaka 
Foks1- ro\ru 
Gio- Gio 
Got- hama-baba 
Gotto-mio 
Hel-y- otte 
He-rhumm 
Hob-nob 
Hol1b- b1b 
Ka-11rr 
Moria-tan ti 
Jrlura-clam1 

Nin- kom-poo-po 
Nob-od-i 
or-bas 
Phall-Khan 
Quamba- oun .. dono 
Sel-uon 
Soo-San-Sin-o 
Sti-phi- rum- poo 
Tartar Princess 
Thum- Khumm 
Yaf'- fra1 
Ya-lof'f' 
Y k- trot 

Personalities 

- "':'." - .. - - -

- . ... 

. - - - - -
-.-

King 
Henove1•i n :Policy 
Public Opinion 
Nobleman 

Adm. Byng 
Peacook . 
Frederick II 
George I 
Boscowan 
Lord Blakeney 
N• castle 
Fox 
O.orge III 
George II 
Dike of Bedford 
Sir John Elliott 
Sir J.ohn Moore 
Adm. Hopson 
Gener 1 Bligh . 
Clive 
Sir John Mordaunt 
Chas . !urry 
Lord Manst'ield 
Lord Geo . Anson 
Barrington 
Osborn 
Adm. Hooke 
ruk• of' CUmberland 
Adm. Knowl es 
Geo. Grenville 
Earl of Hardwieke 
Maria Theresa 
Cumming 
Amherst 
olte 

Bute 
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Owing to the inability ot Got-hama-baba (George II) to 

sp ak the Japanese language, his Prime Minister secured great 

power. In return for this the King asked only for the privilege 

of "kicking the breeches of his CUboy (Minister)" . H• was for­

tunate in finding one who would patiently ndure this. This 

Minister had a changl1ng soul, "which had passed successfully 

throu the bodies of an ass; a dotteril, an Apple-woman, and a 

cow-boy" into the "cuboy" (Minister). This person's parents had 

provi ded him with an ample education, but his~ r ejected all 

cultiv tion, nd he was lacking in all pride . This cuboy, of 
6 

noble lineage and vast estates , w s known as F1ka- kake. . As a · 

youth h had played wi t h the King, and this resulted in his be­

comi ng Pri me Minister . "H• was a statelll!lan wi thout capacity or 

the smallest tincture of human learning;. a secre tary who could 

not write; a financier who did not understand the mul tiplication 

table; and a treasurer of a vast empire who never could balance 
7 

accounts with his own butler ." The most outstanding characteris• 

tic of this Minister was his inability to be sincere, but he 

Pl • sed the King in his cringing, subservient attitude . The 

Prime Minister headed a Cabinet which the Atom characterizes as 

follows: "It consisted of mobs ot sauntering, strolling, vagrant, 

6 Thomas Pelham• Halles, ruke of Newcastle, was born of dis­
tinguished ancestry on both mat rnal and pater nal sides . He be• 
came a political tore• during alpole 1s administra~ion because 
of his vast wealth. en he was made Prime Minister, in 1754, he 
was unable to maintain his leadership on account of his weak, 
vacilating disposition. A coalition with Pitt gave him nominal 
Power , although the real power rested with Pitt . He was ignorant 
of even ordin9.17 thing• and in no sense of the word learned. 
£,ictionary ~ National BiograP!V• 

7 !!:!. Adventures 2!_ !!! ~, P• 447, 



and r1dlculoua politic1 na . · eir er Bballl'd, nd their 

l n.t bellowtna., delib r t1on Uk h a •to H ot anal'Ch;y,. 

ble tin , br y1 , 

W II or• 11 e & 

but SO!!le 0 

bll , oontueion, end uprov . I t 

of chaos than• icturo ot lit'•• " 

ortant that individual a etc e ot th 

poo (th fir t l or a dw1ok >. who d :r h•d h eelr from 

the pleb an rllnka to • di ns.ty of~ (noble n), and to a ahare 

1n the Ki • oonf1d nee, Al thou h very low to learn, • d 

studied law unt11 he kn • 1t thol'ou hly, H• w a e juat1oo; 

an unb1aaed 1n hh 01e1ona. In hie cly political 

ot •P eohea tor 

C b1net poa1t1on he held a luge place in 8 th pedeat:r1an ravo a" 

ot G or II . H 1 probabl7 at known b7 h1• conn ctton with 

t he trial ot the . cotah1 tollow1ns the r b llton ot 174 • 
' Th• o · d r or th• navy 1n this Oab1net n 1n• om- poo• 

10 
po ( An on). • d b n bred to the sel"lioe .or th and had 

b en vored tQJ'tlUle. Hi rise to th1e bonorabl p0il1t1on a 

the r ault or o ptur1 large oorean ( anhh) tr asure. Thia 

a Lord Chief 
coronation 

o etle 1a a 

t 
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succ•s s was widely accla1med, as shown in the following: "I 

cannot help being amused at t h• folly ot you silly mortals, when 

I r collect the transports ot the people at the return of this 

fortunate officer , with a paltry mas s of silver, parading in 

cover ed wagons , escorted by his crew in arms . 'l'h• whol e city of 

Meaco (London ) resounded 1th acclamation; and Nin- kom-poo-po 

was extolled as the sr• t est hero that ever the empir e of Japan 
ll 

had produced. " After the King promoted him to tho Cabinet,he 

formed an alli nee with Sti-phi-rum-poo (Hardwick• ), Which gave 

h1m compl te command of the sea forces . He was of a frigid dis• 

position, which was equ l led only by his insoleno to his equals, 

and his cont pt toward hie superiors . 

12 
The next import nt member of the Cabinet was Fokai-roku 

(Pox), m n gr1a tly superior to th• others in th• soienc of 

politics . He was bold, subtle , insinuating, ambitious , and in• 

defatigable . From th• cradle he had been an adventurer . The 

Atom de oribes hi m in the following manner: "A l atitudinarian 

in principle , a lib• tine in morals , without the advantages of 

birth, fortune , character, or interestJ • by his own natural saga• 

ci ty , a close attention to the follies and foibles of mankind, a 

Projecting spirit, an invincible a1surance, and an obstinacy of 

Per s verance; proot against all shooks of dieappointm•nt and 

11 'l'h• Adventures ot an Atan, P• 481 . 
12 ii;'iu.y Pox was born--;;_- Commoner but was raised to title ot 

Baron Holland . He gambled away a family fortune and became de­
Pendent on his own resources . Hated on all s ides because he was 
devoid of pri nciple and contemptuous of t he good opinion ot hie 
tellow-~en, he eared more to accumulate wealth than to obtain 
Power . Aa Paymast r of the Forces, a position held tor many 7 ars , 
he amassed a huge fortune . Dictionarz C!!_ Nation 1 BiographJ' . 



repulse; he forced himself as it w•r• into th ac le of prefer­

ment; and being found equally capable and compliant , rose to the 

high offices of trust and profit, detes ted by the peopl e , as one 

of t he moat desp rate tools of a wicked administration , and 
13 

odious to his col leagues . " 

Ther was i n the Cabinet a disgruntled faction headed by 
14 
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Quamba-CUn- dono ( the k• of Cumberland) . As a great QUO (noble-

man ) and relative of th• King, he enjoyed eupr eme command or the 

army . As Commander i n suppressing t he Rebellion of 145, he was 

so cruel in th treatment of the Sootch that he earned t he nick­

name , "the Butch r" . Associ ated wi t h this f actional leader was 
15 . 

Gott o-m10 ( the Duke of Bedford) , at this time Viceroy of Xiooco 

(Irel nd) . Bad hist mper been slighly more tractable , he could 

have rivaled the ouboy. Because of cer tai n per sonal traits , he 

w a heartily despised by all people , and he had been Mnt to 

Ir eland to morti:f'1 his arrogance . As Administrator in this coun­

try he was arbitrary and cruel. 

The Adv ntures bf an AtOl!l , p . 481. 
14 William ugustu;; the M• of Cumberland, wu th third 

son of Georg I I . Although trained for the navy, he changed on 
account of personal taste to th• army. Until h• d1epl ayed his 
streak of cruelty in sup res ing th• Scotch rebellion, ·he had 
been the N t ion • favorite Camnand•r • He completed h1s disfavor 
With the al i sh p ople by a disgraoetul surrender of hia army to 
the French i n the s ven Years ar . In politics he opposed N•w-
c stl e and allied h1m elf to the Duke of Bedford. Dictionary of 
!,e.tion l Biogr Phz• · -

15 John u 1, fourth . ke of Bedford, rouaod the King ' 
displ sur by his prid , violent temper·, and arrogance . In 
consequence h was sent to Ireland as Viceroy. His me t hods of 
government in th t country created hatred among its inhabitant s . 
~t r in history he became .Prime Minister. Dictionary ~ · 
_,!t1o~ Bi ogra hz• 



The on who resided over the Cabinet w Soo-San- in-o 
16 

(Greenvill ). Hews th ahr wde t politician or them all. 

How v r, having riaen from the r rues , be was constantly f'raid 

of losing his presti e, nd oonae u ntly awrun with tho tide of 

politics . Hews hi in favor with the King. 
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In tho ye r or Pogg1en one hundred and fifty- four (1754) , 

Whil th s ministers were t the h lm of the Ooverrnnent , the 

tranquility or Japan was disturbed by Chin s (French ) dventur -

ors in F tsia sio erica) . This country was known to t he Minis-

ter s as being an island , but they differed a, to i t s loc t ion; 

Fik - k ka (Newcastle ) suppoa d it adjoined the coa t or Corea 

(Spain ), but Foksi-roku (Fox) informed them that it was a vast 

distance from ny continent.. Th cabin t, under advice from Nin­

ccm-poo-po (Anson ) and Sti•phi•rum-poo (Hnrdwicke ) decided to 

wage a naval wart re . Th• former was sent in charge of the ex­

pedition, but instead or blocking up the enemy ' s harbors, he sent 

a strong squadron to cruise in the open sea, i n th• mos t t empes­

tuous season of the year. In this manner he hoped to waylay the 

•nemy •s f l eet , but he fai l ed in his d sign, as the Chinese (French ) 

changed th ir usual route by one degree . However , the Admiral 

continued to cruise in the op n H!l8, until h1a ships were all 

scattered by storms and the crew cut in half by distempers. 

A econd disaster for the administration occ1ll'r din con­

n ction with he activities in America, The Japanese (English) 

16 Geor g Grenville rose to high st plac i n Parliament 
through hi• own ab1litiea . H• was a tord of the Admiralty and · 
Treasur r O the Navy under ewoa tle . Dictionary 2!_ National 
!_1ogr p~ . 
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forc e sent to relieve that colony were pl aced under th• command 
17 

of Koan (Br ddock ), an unknown of'ficer who obt ined the command 

because no man of b1lity wanted it . en he arrived in Am rica , 

he llowed his troops and him elf to be decoyed into the middle 

ot wood, where they were slaughtered by an unseen •••my. As 

soon as the news of th• disasters reaoh•d Japan ,. th• council 

IVlls thrown in o a gre t commotion, •xcepting th• cold- hearted 

Nin- kom- poo-po (Anson ). Th•· ttitud• of th• dairo (King ) is 

dmirably exprea• -d 1n the following paasnge : "Th• dairo conso-

1 d himself by observing th this troops mad av ry soldierly 

a,p arance a thy lay on the fi•ld in their new clothing, smart 

c s, and el• n buskins; and th t the enemy allowed thoy had 
. 10 

n•v r a en boards and whisk•r 1n bett•r ord•r • n 

F at on th heels or t .hes• Am•riean disasters came n••• or 

proapec tiv invasion or tao (Minoroa) by th• Chines• (Fl'•nch ). 

This i land was a poss•s ion ot the Japanese off the coast ot 

Corea ( p in ). R peated information of this intended invasion 

came to the• rs of th• Ministers, but no action was taken. They 

Homed to b• in d p sleep , but loud cl amor from the peopl• 

W&k•n•d th m to action. A fleet was hastily fitted ou~ to carry 

reintoro ments to th• island. Admiral Bihn-go (Byng) , a man who 

ha~ n ver sign l1zed himself by any act of valor, was chosen for 

its command r . Nob-od-i (Barrington ) gave orders for Bihn- go to 

re ive additional for ces at Gibraltar, but th order was so con-

11 of. Georg Brandon, History 2!. ~ ~ ~ 2!. 
~ r1c , Vol . Ir , PP • 419-4:ffl . 

Ia' Th• Adventures of an Atom, P• 48 • 
- =;.;..;.~.;...- - - -
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fused that no one could interpret 1t; so no r einforcements were 

given, nd B1hn- o proceeded to the isl nd wi th his small force . 

n he arrived otr th co st of Matao (Minorca), he made no 

tfort o succour i-d -ta-d (Gen r l LOrd Bl keney} , governor 

or the island. After onga 1ng in a slights a-battle 1th the 

Chinese, he r eturn d to Japan . Thi s disgr ce rab111d such a fury 

among the p ople thllt the in1stry lmost sunk. To prevent such 

a catastrophe Fo s1-roku (Fox) sugges t ed that a hum n sacri f ice 

be mad to appe s• the public . Fika-kaka (Newcastle) broke out 

in a sweat of f ear t this suuestion, but 

l earned t a t not he but B1hn-go was m ant . Whereupon, this or- . 

ficer s arres t ed, and agents were sent among the people to 

scatter propaganda to hi detriment , Thus was -th• anger of the 

P•opl diverted trom th• in1stry, Th• trea ent or B1hn- go 

follow 1n de t 11: 

B1hn- go underwent a publ ic trial , was unaniJllously found 
guil ty nd unanimously declared innocent J by the same mouth 
condemn d to deat h and r ecommend• to m~rcy; but m 9oy was 
i ncOlllpatible with the designs or th• Ad-- ----- ---n. Th• un­
fortunate B1hn- go wa crucified for cowardice, and bor hie 
fate with heroi c courag . His beh viour at his death was so 
1ncon i t nt w1 t h th• er 1m• for mich he Wllll doomed to d1.• , that 
the missar1es or th cuboy were fain to propagate a report , 
t hat B1hn-go had bribed a per son to represent him at his execu­
tion and be crucified in his -s t ead. 20 

It i s i nt resting to note ta contemporary novelist sati-

rizes the tre ent of Admiral Byng in a v ry imilar manner . 

19 Admin1 tr tion. 
20 ~ Adventures ~ ~ A_tcm, P • 48B. 



Charl s Johns tone , in~ A ventures or!.~. pictures Byng 

as r oeiving public orders to the •f ec t that h is to relieve 

111norca , and rivnte 1n1truot1on11 fr~ the Nini ter11 to the con-

trary • r ct . f t r a public o tcry, h wa11 arrested and triod, 

bu t wo.s n v r . larm d a to tho outcome , as hia sup riors con­

st ntly f ed him with promises of pardon. Hi s br very t the 

hour o is ex cution 1s simil arl y prn1n,d by John tone . Th 
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follO\,ing p . age discl oses is attitude to arda t his unfortunate 

affair: "The iniatr tion ,• ~ * was obliged to g1vo h1m up , 

..! - ~ offering, to th& rage of th people ; as protecting or 
21 

Pardoning h1m oul d have i mplied a part!cipation o his guil t . " 

abou t thi •• o t e a second tropeon ocourr nee alar med 

th J pan8ao p oplo . ed rick I I , K.1·ng of uasia, had long 

d air d to annox th• t vorito farm of Yesso to his dominions . 

Th IC1ng of Jap 1n order to prevent thi s disaster, had sugges• 

ted that Japan p y huge subsidy to th1a King , but a howl from 

tho p ople pr von od hia carrying this point. hor uPOn Brut-an-

t1f 1 (Fred rick II) wi thdrew th• protection or his forces , and 

his enemy tho Ohinese 

Ye1so (H nover) . Th• 

onoh ) seized this opportunity to invade 

ng of J apan bawled and bellowed,· present-

1ng hi 1n1st rs with cuffs and kick• • 

•anwh11 th owing popularity of a young Japanese called 

T Yoho (Pitt, 8 nior) r each•d it apex. This man was d1st1nguish­

d for his loud voio , an unab sh d countenano, a flu ncy of 

abu d n 1ntr pidity of op O ition to th measure!!! or th• 

: 21 Charloa John tone, Ghryelll , or~ Adventures of! 
~, P • 4G . 
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cuboy . His ow r of oratory is de cr1bed s follows: 

lo enc w dmir bly suited to his audi• 
• brayed, and h bellow d against th 

p rsonal caem agains th d 1ro h1m-

tr1ment or 
i gn rs; 
J pan, he 

Thus ollet in roduce tho beloved h r o of England . N ver once 

admit thing cour geous or heroic concern• 

1ng this c ctr. He even goes .so far s to ay that ver 

succe s a n1nst th en y · hich this l ader ccomplish d, w 

m r ).y the re lt or good luck nd not of oxcell nt juds,:n nt . 

Th popul ri ty .or this young J ,pan s gr• by le ps and 

bounds . To off et thi the inister sent !Ul'o.-clami (Murr y , 

arl or ansf1 ld) 

silvery voice, ••n penetration, a command of word, and an art 

of smoo bing nd h edling. However , h• w a .void of ny prin­

ciple and wae heartily despised by the Japanese people . Mura­

cl 1 (Murry) mad no progress in his effort with the mob; so 

th cuboy decid d tom fr1 nds 1th Taycho. 

T ycho likewise wa anxious for a .Cabinet position; so he 

presented himself to th• cubo (ltlin1 ter ), to whom he guaranteed 

the protection of Ye so , in return for .a part in the overnment . 

0v rjoyed t this, the 1ni tor ha toned to the King to request 

22 Minister 
23 Th Adv ntur s £! ~ ~• p. 489. 
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a pl aoe tor Tayoho. Georgo II refused to con 1der this , to h1m , 

d1 e able p rson, unt 1 he heard that h• prom1sod to sav the 

farm . Il!lm diat ly the Orator was permitt d to sign the Buponian 

Creed (Hanoverian Policy ) nd embr o the religion of F ktt-bas1 . 

Taycho t once secur d the subsidy for Brut- an- t1f i ( deriok II ), 

hich tile Minist r s had oarli r f 1led to obt in . The r sul t was 

not to turn th mob against him , as some hop d, but "th be s t 

(public opinion ), r r from showing any signs of loathing , clo ed 

its ey s , open d 1ts jaws , nd as 1t swallow d i ts i nglorious 
24 

bon , wag d its t 1l in tok nor entire ut1sfaction." 

Up to this t i me tho public he.d de pised Brut-an- tiffi 

(Fred r ick II ). Heh d lone been gi n~ war against his neigh­

bors in order to obt&in more territory for hims lf . The Japanese 

had look d upon t his war with disf avor . · At once , under Tayoho 1s 

influ nee , the popular a t t itude c ,iged. Thy now began to 

r gard Brut-an-t1f fi as great hero nd the protector of the 

Japan se Island. Thy ev n accepted it a s honorable, when he 

invaded Ostrog (Austr ia ) and eeized part of t_his t r ri~ory . 

Meanwhil e t h Tart r Princes (Maria Theresa) oall~d an as-

so bly , to which the dairo of Japan was onsod s an e l ector 

or the farm of Ye1ao. Her • he ent r ed into an alliance to aran­

teo t he ne~tr lity of Yeaso , with entire disregard for Japan. 

The Tartar Pr i nces per su dad the Chinese (Fr noh) , antchoux 

(Russian) , and seredn a Tar t nr (Swed s) to Join with h r ·1n 

o o i ion to arut- an-titf1 . Th• J~anes threw i n the r lot with 

24 Th Adv nturH ~ 2! ~ , p. 493 . 



Brut- an.,titti tor t wo reasons: one w s the influence of Tayoho,. 

who decl red th act was for the balance of power; the other was 

their ancient enmity with the Chinese . The latter had seized 

Yesso just as Tayoho came into power . 
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Taycho managed to secure the full confidence of th• dairo or 

Japan by his promise to recover the beloved farm . To do this he 

reenforced Brut•an-titfi, and both Japanese money and Japanese 

aoldiers began to flow into Jeddo (Germany) . Almost i mmediately 

Brut-an-titf1 made i mportant gains, which Taycho magnified to 

•xhilirate the Japanese, While the people were putted up by 

these gains, he secured whatever he desired from them in the way 

of managing this wu, The people now willingly gave gold to 

Taycho to be sent to Brut-an-t1tfi . 

As a means ot assisting Frederick, Tayoho decided to send an 

armament ag inst th• coast ot China (France) . Th• commander of 

thi fleet dise barked upon a desolate island, demolished an un­

finished cottage, and brought away a tew gi,apes . FrOlll here they 

proceeded to Sa-rout (Rochefort) , at th• mouth or a navigable 
25 

Chinese river . The ·second in.command, Sel-uon (Knowles), wae 

sent to lay the tort in ashes, but succeeded only in grounding 

his· ves sel . His superiors grumbl ed and began to be troublesome, 

28 In 1757, th• f l eet under Admiral Hawke , with Knowl•• 
second in command, was sent against the French Coast. When 
they reached t he island of Aix , at th• mouth of the river 
Oharante , they easily destroyed 1ts halt-completed fortress . 

•n Knowles proc eded up the river against Rochefort, he 
grounded his boat. The expedition returned to England with• 
out accomplishing anything worthwhile tor the vat expenditure 
incurred, Tobias Smollett , History C!! England, Vol . IV, PP• 
88- 92. 
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but a council or war was hel d whereby it was decided tor turn 

to Ni phon (Britain) , In contras t to the behaviour of t he public 

at the f ailure ot Bihn- go' a (Byng ' s) expedition, it now merely 

brayed aloud , "Taycho forever i ", and fell asleep . 

Taycho, now in full charge of prosecuting the war , de ter­

mined to harass the French in America in order to l essen their 

forces gainat Frederick in Europe . Th gener al•in-chief in 

America (Loudoun) was recalled bee use he had not done what was 

i mpoasible to do. Instead of sending out another on whose abili• 

ties he coul d depend , he allowed the direction of armaments to 

devolve upon the aecond in command, whose character he could not 

poasibly know, as it was too obscure . Th• fruits or his sagacity 

soon appeared, as the n w General , Abra-mor1a (James Abercrombie) , 
26 

was i gnomin1ou ly defeated. 

The news or this loas waa mitigated by another conqueat . 

The corps or troops under Yof-trai (,\Jllherst) and Ya- loft ( olfe) 
2'7 

reduced a strong fortress in the neighborhood ot Fatsisaio 

(American ). All praise wa given to Taycho for thi s victory , 

while all blame tor an;r defeat was placed on someone else . After 

thi success these f orces were sent overland to assist i n the 

••1 • or a great cit7 in an adjoining ter r i torr, which-belonged 

to China . By sea Pitt sent another tore• to the city of Quib• 

quab (QUebec) . His reasons for doing this were that fortune had 

26 J ea Abe~crombie was left in command in America when 
General Lowdoun was recall d to EnBl and. IUrin t his per iod he 
fool i shly l ed 15 , 000 men in a bayonet attack on Fort Ticonderoga, 
by which act he lost 2, 000 men • .!!:!_ National Encyclopaedia 2! 
~erican Bio ap.tq. 

'i1 In 1758, Louisburg wa.s captured by Amherst and olte . 
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smil d long enou on th• Chinese , and f'urthermor• a failur• 

could be blamed on someone •ls . The forces under Ya-loft ( olfe) 

arriv d safely, but inclement wea ther prevented the reenforcement 

by the land roro•• • 

The city or QUib•quab (QUebec) was a well forti.fied one , on 

th banks of a hiflh cliff . The prospects of capturing it seemed 

very unfavor ble . After several unsuccessful attempts , Ya-loft 

( olte) decided upon stratagem that was successful. He secret-

ly landed his forces and scaled the unfort ified cliffs at th• 

rear or th city, att er which ad oisive battle between the Chi• 

nese and Japanese conquered the city for Japan. During the battle 

t he br ve commander Ya-lotf was killed, leaving Thon- syn (Town­

send ), a very v liant officer, in . command. Shortl y after this 

v i ctory the Japanese captured Montreal, which gave the entire 

territory adjoining Fatsissio (&merica) to the Japanese . 

ile ~n •• advantages were being won in America, the Japa­

nese wer e succeeding in other ,rio1n1t1es as well . A Banyan 
28 

merchant or llleaco (London ), n med 'l'hum.,Khumm ( CUmming) , planned 

the capture or Tzin• !hall (Senegal) on the coat of T•r~a Austra­

lia (Africa) . Taycho at first objected to his proposal s , but 

finally agreed. rter the place was cap tured, the public Idol 

rece ived .al l the praise , and Thum- Khwnm (CWmning ), whose private 

fortune had b en consumed in the enterprise , was l eft wi thout 

recompense in spite of all the promise made to hi m. 

28 Tho u Cumming , who had long b en engaged in private 
trad in Arrica , su g sted and carried out the plans for cap• 
tur1n this t rritory tor land • .Encyclopaedi a Britannica. 
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Taycho, at this same time sent an expedition to Thin-quo 
29 

(Ms.rt1n1que) , an island much desired by him . The name for the 

commander of this force; wh1ch w s drawn by lottery, as Hob­

nob (Adm1ra2 Hopson ). Thia man was unknown to Taycho, but he 

considered this good anen. fuen the ermam nt arrived at its 

destination, thy joined . the forces of He- rmunm (Sir John Moore ). 

After n tiv s Cll,llle with a white flag, Hob-nob rem mbered a dream 

or supposedly bad omen that ho bad bad, and embar ked at once , 

ag inst the advJ.clil of tho ri .. t commander .. With difficulty the 

l atter persuaded Bob- nob (Hopson) to att mpt anoth r island, Qua­

Chu ( Gu dalupe) . The commander of the expedition sickened and 

did , but Ho- rhumm (Koor ) and - rin• tumm (Barrington ) made a 

conque t of th1 island , whioh as mor valuabl e than the one to 

which the expedition had been sent. At· first this news anger ed 

Taycho , as he did not know here the isl and was nor ho weal t~. 

Also• during th1a peri od Ka- l1ff (Clive ) had won the gre t vic­

tor~ of Fla- a o (Pl assey ) during this period. 

In addition to these .great vic t ories , ther e_ were .several 

dec1eiv naval battl , where th Japaneae captured much t reasur • 

A Chinese expedition gainat the coast of Xicoco (Ir el and ) was 

intercepted and conquered by t he young command r Hei-y- otte (Sir 
30 

John Elliott ). or .. bas (Admiral H nry Osborn) captured a group 

29 Admiral Hopson was sent to Mar tinique ;. whel! he j oined 
1r J ohn Moore ' s f l eet . On the intell 1genc of a deserter from 

th en my t hat the sher was mi ned, he pr omptl y gave .up the 
undert king. The Gentleman ' s Magazine 1759 , P • 286 . 

30 John "'Trott defeated and killed the notor ious French 
priv teer Thurot of t th I s l • or uan, on F bruary 28 , 1760. 
Bisset . History ~ Georg !!a. P• 131 . 
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ot th n mies ships; Fas•khan (Admiral Boscowan) d f eated a 

s cond; a bird was put to flight 1n thr e successive engagem nts 

n K tschatka (India ) by th Chit Bok•kokh (Pe ?ock) ; t heir 

and ent pµt to i'Ught by Pball-khan (Admir 1 Hawke ) , 

Full credit tor all th s victories was given to Taycho, although 

he di not know on of those commanders . The only throe that . 

h h d pointed, Nori - tante (Mordaunt), Hylib-bib ( General 

Bl1 ) , d IIob•nob (Admiral Hopson) had all be n signal failures . 

v rthel s th praise of Tayohc ere still sung :t'or overy vi c­

tory . 

At thi cr\lcial p riod th dairo of J ant 11 into a trance . 

ny tt mpts r m de to rouse him; Tayoho orated; th Fatzman 

(Gen r 1 r f r r ing to (lUmb rland) beat a drwn; F1ka• kakn (New-

c stl ) rattl d th andirons . It was al l to no avai l, as Got -

h n-b b , ithout earing th m, p ssed on in death. Illlnediatel y 

Taycho jumped on the back of the, beast Legion (public opinion) 

nd rode to 010- gio (Geor ge I II ), h1• successor~ This did not 

h lp T ycho , as this K1r.g had a favorite no,m a~ Yak- strot (Bute) , 

ho oon supplanted T ycho in office . 

Th political factions in Japan were t wo 1n numb r . Th• 

hit-t11 . une-heits (Torie) nd the She-it-kums~hi- tils (Whigs) . 

Th fir t signifies "more tool t han knave" ; the latter, "more 

kn ve than tool"• Both were equally rancorous, uncandid, and 

1111b ral . T yoho had tiret appeared as a ehi·t•tilk-ums- heit 

(Tory) , and ispl yed his talent tor scurr111 ty to such an ad.van• 
:51 

ta "an old hag• made him a pr s nt of 51000 obans to revile 

3l. Sarah the Duchess of tlar16orough became very atGohed 
to Pitt and ga; e him a pensionw D1ct1onarz ~ Nat ional B10£&P!V• 
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' the da1ro 11 lo he lived. At h r d th governm nt 

sought his upport; o cha od part1e . One ag 1n h r -

turned to hi 1rst party, but changed b c o th sh -1t-kums-

- til 1gs ), in which ranks h stayed hilo in office . 

ollowing T ycho 1 i m1a l fro o fie , which oocurr d 

because or hi su g s t ion o d olar1ll8 w . on Sp 1n, 

the ng w1 h to m c roOlll tor his f vor1 t , 

because 

1ers 

to advert i se sal- of his p rsonal err ct . 1s all g d r son 

for that 1n dir fin nc1 d1str , 1-

thou it w ell wn that e w w lthy t this time . To 

ppea • e public G1o•G1o org III) off rd Taycho pension, 

w ch h e g rl ace pt • A shor t1m 1 t r h d 

1t h t e t1tl or th rl or C th.am. Th l t o v nt dis-

nd th nation l hero f 11 into di f vor . 

At thi up he ministry 

of But , which ll bed lt 11th in th ollo 1IIG chat r . Tay­

oho pas e ou of th p1otur, xc t 1n n ins~ano or two where 

he re pp ared to as th m1nist r 1n oftic by hi oratory for 

th Opposition . The attitude or ollett tow d Pitt 'disolosos 

a all-m1ndednes on the art of ollett , prob bly r sulting 

from j al ousy of Pitt• s suooes . ·A check of th ev nt in this 

work show t th uthor accurately followed the his.tor ioal 

occurr ence ot this period, but he left no person and no ac tion 

t e fr hi s cathing sarcasm. His own description or Jan- k1• 

dtz1n ( l k s ) 1 t well be pplied to him eltr "Jan-k1- dtz1n 

a counted t he best ar sman 1n Japan 1n the art nd l!fY teey or 

dir - ow1 • H os es ed the art or making balls or fil th, 
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which r t ous for sticking nd stinking. " 
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In 'l'h Cha.mp1on tor aye, 1740 , th app r nt SOIJ.l'CG for 

Smollett 's scurrilous or. 1 disclosed. This essay ppears 

und r th division had d L1torary Article, and oall att ntion 

to "aver odd Performanc with a very odd T1tl, ~ Irr ~ar 

Diss rtat1on Oooas1on d & ~Reding 2£. ~ ~ Holde •s 

soription ~ ~• Although a careful examination or all 

ble mat rial failed to disclose either article r r rrod 

to or any work by n.i nolde , it evidently does rofer to some work 

that has be n lost. The other "Lit rary Articlo "throu out 

The Champion criticize ~or a which aro temili today. One tre ts 
- - 33 
of Hobb1nol or Ru.r l Grun ; a socond discusses a Tr nslation or 

- -- 34 
..!, • Q!_ Vol tnire I s "Eesar 0_!! !!:! ~ ~ Louis fil11 J a third Pl' -

ont s a new crit1o1 on Shakesp are . Thlls, w must in£ r that 

th articl on "An Irr gu.l D1seerts.t1on·", to . is leg_itimate 

critici m.. Ths vital point . however , 1s that either this articl e 

in The Ch pion or the. original work itself suggested the novel 

to ollett . 

The clos . res mblance bot Hn the source and the satirical 

work is displayed b s veral passag•s • The rticle spe s or 

"The Tartars" , a term us d by smollett in r feronce to th Hano­

v riana . The cu to of kis ing the ope ' toe 1a doscr1b d as 

be1n8 supplanted among the Tartar with orship1ng ,th excre-
35 

ment of the Lama": 

32 The Adv ntures ot an Atom . Po 529. 
33 Th Champion, voi.I,p.251. 
34 Ibid •• Vol . r . p . 164 . 
35 Apr1est or the ongol1ana . 
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Groat 1rac s are attributed to his noly Du.ng . I think 
the Fancy very i ngenious; and if ever an infall1bl Man should 
arise ona e , i the station of Pr "lin1ster, I ould 
r commend this method as a Test or Obeequipusness to his Mea­
our s; per ps it \fOl.lld not be 1 s , that th Right of Pre­
emption of this precious Commodity should be vested in the two 
~,,,_..,.,.3_, or Majority thereof', with the :iolo Privilege of ret 11-
lng the s e after serving t hemselves. 37 

The snoo spirit or filthiness which perv des this passag is 

pronin nt in Th Adventures of an Atom; tho sam conn c tion is -- ---
m d b n this filthines s and tho man known as Prime Minis-

ter , whioh t r m 1t elf impli d insult in th e18ht nth c n­

tury , as there as no such position r ecognized in the · glish 

C bi n t . 

A second pas ag describes the Chines Oazett , which 

suppos y expr sed t h Iwperor ' s i nn r thoughts: "It tells 
38 

how fort n Doz ns of ongs (so the Chines call Lies) his Im-

p r 1 1 Maj sty did th Tuesday bo ore bestow on- the Pos t eriors 
39 

of th Ch-------r of th ------r, ono doz n a ther l y k1clrs • 

nnd half a hundred B stinado son his ecr tary of St a to for on•• 
40 

unguarded Truth." Smollett ubstitut s a "dairo of Japan" for 

th peror of Chino." , but pert1itB him tho same d light 1n 

"kicking the breeches of his cuboy (ministorl • " 

This ticle , turthermor , doGor1bes th• z~tt r , or pri• 

vate thought of the p ror , as forming the political~ for 

36 Houses . 
37 The Champion, Vol. 
38 These brackets are 
3g Chancel lor of th 
40 Th Champion, Vol . 

II , P • 194 . 
1n original Passage ­
ch er . 

II, P • 191,e 
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th Quid nuncs , or Nobl men of Oh1n . smollett used th1 sug­

g st1on in describing his~ of Fa ku- b 11 which r efer t o 

th Hnnov rian policy of t h n w dyn sty of Kings es tablished 

by Geor g I . smollett lso calls his . nobleman by tho title or 

~ , o. Latin title similar to~~, wh n h had been em­

ploying entirely Japanese-appearing names . This proof, there­

f ore, s ms conclusive that Smollett was ram1liar wi th this sub­

ject matter in !!!!_ Champion and i ncorporahd it into his nov 1. 

As ddition 1 proot that this Article influenced Smollett, 

it is neoessary to no t-, the aut horship . This art1.:le 1s rocog• 
41 

niz d by Cross as .on. by Fielding . Smollett always veh mently 

disclaimed any i nfluence rran this author, and oven accused 

Fielding oft king his character. To one familiar with the 

works or both, however, it is readily apparent that Smollett 

was greatl y influenced by his old r contemporary, A striking 

example or t his influence• 1s found in a satirical passage in 

~ Adv ntures .2!, .!.!! ~, which parallels one in Jonathan ~ • 

Fielding , as cited i n Ohapt r II• conceals bitt er political 
42 

s tire in his passage on the puppet- show. smollett appropriates 

this device as f ollowss 

Y - strot (But ) , who un er stood m ohanioe, and had studied 
the ar t or puppet-playing tried an experiment on the organe or 
cab l . * Q Th• firs t exh1bition ot the now pupp ts was called 
topsy-turvy , a f re• in whioh they overthrew all the paper•houeee 
which t h ir redo ssor e d bu1lt; but they p rforined t heir 

4! Se Croso , Pi lding, Vol . I , PP• 250- 257, 
4 9£: £,!!,., P • 28 .. 



p to in such conf'us1on, that Yak•Strot, 1ntorpoo1ng to k p 
or er • rec 1v div rse contusions nd s ver kicks on the 
shins . 43 
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Fi lding ' s use of the puppet show, as illustrating a M1n1 t r 

behind the soenes c us i ng his subordi n t e to act on the stag , 

sin pr i n 1n 17 5; oll t t ' u e of a s lar e n s.ppear -

ed in 7 llenoe, th r can be little doubt th was influ-

nee by ielding i n thi p I ge , 

position prohibited h1 acknowl edgement or 

i e ding 1s influence , His je lous natur l d him to ret'u • ad-

mira ion tor any one xc pt hims lf . i nce thi quality of his 

temper ent i well known, t he actu 1 facts must be disclos d 

by c ret'ul study of th. two authors . · These facts plainly sub-

s antiate the at tement that Fiel di ng ' s work a source for 

Smollett , nd support the vie that t he articl e 1n __!. ChB!llpion 

was a source for ~ Adventures ~ !!! ~ -

43 nture ~ !!! ~• P • 532. 



Chapter IV 

Satirical Attacks~~ Ministry 

Tho l inistry of the Earl of auto is not so well-known to 

modern ro ders as are thoa or lpole and Pitt . Recent 

tud1ea hnve produced much now mat erial on this period; so 1n 

order to sot forth the a tire or this Ministry in a more com­

proh nsiblo manner, it is nocesso.ry to givo a det 1lod ac­

count or some of the historical events with whi ch the roador 

would not ordinarily be familiar . 

By 1760 tho Newcastle-Pitt in1stry had secured for itself 

most of the authority or the government., The crown hlld been 

re l egated to position of orn ental i mpotence hardly, if t 

a ll, l e ss i nsignificant than it is today . P1tt 1 s popularity 

and abili t 1n managi thew r, together with Nowcastl •s use 

of the power of bribery, made the o a formidable pair as long 

as thoy oho ld remain 1n coalition. OU.ring a period of more 

than thr e decadoo , t wo foreign kings hlld anag d the ower or 

t ho crown in such an indifferent manner that the great 1'hig 

f 111es of ngland had aocur d absolute power. no ver , like 

n:, olig rchy, the higs w re becoming divided, 1 zy , s lfish , 

nd self-confident . several factions had develop d within the 

party , Lord Chatha i s friends wer probably the mos t popular 

ero p . These men w re r enforced by principle, which were lack• 
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1ng 1n some of the othe;t"S • Their interests lay in advantage s 

of trade tor London and th gr at ports . Pitt was their acknow­

ledged leader, but his brother-in- law, Lord Temple , was the 

silent pow r behind this group . An important ally of this fac• 

tion was Beckford. the Lord-Mayor of London. As an offshoot of 

this clique th• brother of Lord Temple• George Grenville , to­

geth r with Lord Halifax, headed a group of follow rs to whom 

little purpose o:t" principle can be assigned. A more powerful 

and predatory faction was formed by the immensely wealthy Duke 

of Bedford . This group , known as "the Bloomsbul>y Gang", num­

bered among many others Lord Egremont , Lord Sandwich, and the 

brazen agent of corruption, Rigby . 

such w•r• the political conditions when George the third 

came to the throne •in 1760. A young man twenty-two years of 

age , imbued with the theories of th9 absolute power of king~ , 

he waa determined to win back the control or governme~t, which 

the C binet had taken from his predecessors ; H• undertook to 

do th1 by forming a party or his own, similar to those of the 

Cabinet member • His main instrument in this attempt ns John 

Stuart , the third Earl of Bute . Though handicapped as a Tory 

and a Scotchman, But• shattered an almost irresistable coalition, 

bought the Parliament tor the new King·, and made him Master o_t 

gland. 

The Earl or Bute, who was the favorite of King .George III , 

h d early utabl1 hed hi influence over the young King. This 

m n was born in Parli ent square , Edinburgh, in 171S. At the 

ag or twenty- three he inherited the titl of Earl and th• vast 
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estat(ts or hie father . In 1736, he married Lady ary Montague, 

ther by greatly auginenting his states and wealth. The follow­

ing year h was elect d a Scottish representative per, but 

his activities in the glhh House or Lords uoro negligible . 

After the Rebellion ot the Soots in 1745, he moved w1th his 

family to London. His introduction to Frederick Prince or ales, 

the father ot George III, an event of much consequence, was the 

result of an accident . I n 1747• a shower after the races at 

Egham delayed th• Pr1noe •a return to Cliefden, and Bute, who 

happened to b• on the race- grounds, was summoned to the royal· 

tent to join a ·group ot whist until the weather cleared. H• 

immediately became a great favorite of both the Prince and 

Princes, and was appointed one of the Lords of the Bedchamber 

in 1750, The death of the Crown Prince the following year 

inore sed rather than diminished the Earl I s in!'luence. When 

the Crown Prince establish d his household on reaching his 

majority , But had established firm in!'luenoe over the nn 

Crown Prince . 

After the death of Prince Frederick, BUt• became the con­

stant companion and confidant• ot . the Prince •a thirteen- year­

old eon, He and the new Prince •s mother imbued th• youth with 

Bolingbroke •s theory that a King should not only reign but 

govern . Th constant aa ociation between the Earl and the 

Dowager- Princess gave rise to much scandal concerning them. 

ether true or untrue , it remains a tact that he was a favored 

companion of her until her death, which was l ·ong after public 

opinion had forced George III to break with hie favorite . 
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n a.orge III ,came to the t brone , the only office that 

Bute s giv n t first was that of oroom of the toll . 

actual ly hew• ~ot a member ot the O binet in this position, 

he nev rtheleas wae in actions the Prime M1n1st r, s through 

him aloM th• King ' • intentions were made known, In a shor t 

time Leg• wa diamlued trom office becaus of a personal 

quar rel with Bute , and Holder ness• was d1sm1s ed as Secretary 

of the Norther n Division to make a Cabinet pl ace f or the King •a 

f vorite . Thi appointment was th first a t pin securing 

power for the crown, as it wo.s obtained trom N woaatle withou t 

con ulti ng Pitt, nd so result d in tho first r i f t i n the power­

ful coalition. 1th this accomplished Bute rapidly replaced 

the -.ii:isting Admlniatration. Pitt angrily resigned, when his 

move to declare war against Spain wae voted down. Th n N • ­

castle was shut oft trcm the tunds necessary to carry. on hie 

bribery, nd te was abaolut• Prim Minister . 

But and th Kin had tour great aims in vi•w: to end the 

war , to bre k ott connection with Pl>ederick II of Oerm~111, to 

break up the g oligarchy,. and to make t he King beolute in 

power , n h rid himself of .Pitt nd Newcastle , he was well 

on· his way to th success of the• purposes • . Immediately he 

began n gotiatione toward peace , but th Franco•Spanish Alliance 

put n. end to these temporarily, as the King and Bute w re 

forced to~ clare war on Spain. Thia move, substant1at1ng, P1tt•a 

st nd, would have a t once reestablished the old favorite, th• 

Common r , had he not eamrhile accept d a en ion and title lPO!II 

th IC1ng. This move had dis1llua1oned th• public in its ideals 



or P1tt . Ill health also prevented activity on his part ; so 

the King and te wero l eft i n undiapu ted control . 
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N n h1le the Ts rina or RUsoi did and was succ eded by 

P ter III • who atly dm1r d Fr derick I I . Cons• ently 

peace between ussia and Russia w s est blished. But• seized 

this opportunity to d claro that England ras no longer bound to 

p y the sub 1dy to Frederick II , unl as h would end the war . 

turo.lly Frederick would not end t ho w r juet ae hews ho.v1ng 

his g;r;oe t est successes; so the Cabinet of Engl and cane lod its 

pledge or subeidy. Thus the bre between Englo.nd and Pl'us 1a 

was ccompli hed • and But w s again really to renew po ce 

n got1ations with France . 

After Newcastl •s r• 1-gnation, which came as a result or 

the br ak with Frederick, Bute succeeded him a·s Lord or the 

Tl'• sury . ir Francis Dashwood, a notorious profligat e and 

President or the infamous Medmenh Brotl»rhood, was appo,inted 

Chancellor or t h Ex.cheque . George Grenville succeeded Bute 

as S cretary ot t he Northern Division. Lord Henley r •~ained 

Lord Chancellor ; Lord Granville , sident of t he Council; the 

nike or Bedford , Lord Pr ivy S al; and t h• Earl or Egremont, 

ecretary tor the Southern ~par tment . Expedi tions , which Pitt 

ho.d organized against the West -Indies , were being carried out , 

but Bute w s too impatient for -peace to await tho results . Un­

lmo n to the Cabi net h• treated tor peace for some months through 

Count de V1ri, the Sardinian ambassador . en th• time wa• 
ripe , the Duke or Bedford was s nt to France to complete th• 

ov rtuPes . n Bu.t e became suspicious tho.t Georg• Grenville 



was too w•a to secur the pas"' g or his treaty, he br 1b• d 

Honry Fox to eeert h1s party to b oome Le dor of. th House, 

Thus thl"ough th• effOl'ts ot Bute, B df ord, and Fox t he unpopu­

lar treaty of Paris wae ratifi ed. Thie Pac, in tead ot 

bringi ng t he popull!ll'ity which Bute sought, aerv d to uetnent 

hi s unpopul ity. All England felt that Bute's Scottish Jaco­

bit e tendenc191!1 had led h1m to r vor Fr nee, s there was no-t 

a single claus in ths treaty that d1d not dt) erve to b 

strong r on account ot the English euocessee in the ar . 
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Jllnboldened by the success of the pe ce ratificati on, Bute 

and Fox commenced general proscription ot \>'bigs. Engl nd had 

lons prided rself that. Cabinet changes n ver upset the ad­

ministration or gov rnment in the l esser offices . At this 

t ime •v•ry office to th l oweat on , wh1ch ow d its appointment 

to th• pr ceding Administration, was vacat d to be filled with 

Bute •s relatives and fellow-countrymen. Th old hatred b•tween 

th• Scotch nd English, which had be n 1ntlamed by the Reb ll1on 

of 1745 , wa rekindled. The Du.lee of CUmberland , who hpd lost 

h1 populai•1ty on ccount ot hia severe treatment of th Scots 

after thia Rebellion, speedily became again a public hero, . 

Newspapers pointed ou.t how "the Scotchman Umafi ld was Chief 

Justic of England, how the Scot chman Loudon COlllllltU?,ded the 

Briti h fore a 1n Portugo.l , how the Scots Sir Gil bert Elliot 

and James Oswald wer• at the Treasury Board, how th• Scotchman 

Ramsay was Court Painter , and the Scotchman AdBIII , Cour t arch1• 

t ect; how crowd of obscure scotchmen hnd obtai ned pension• 

or all pref' rmenta , paid for from the earnings of Engli abmen. 



Buckingham Palace was nicknamed Holyrood on ccount of the 
l 

cotchm n who entered it , " This was a period of 1nt1m1da t1on 

and corruption compared with which the .worst days ot th• 

alpole dm1n1 tration ppeared pur•·• Bribes of vast amounts 

w r paid lmost ublicly at the pay office, where Fox had 
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be nest bliahod. I t was afterwards acknowledged that f requent­

ly L25 ,000 were e ended 1n single morning in purchasing votes . 

Thu through patrona • and bribery Bute established the abso­

lutisc which the Ki ng deo1red. 

Opposition to Bute , augm nted by th• public hatred of the 

Scotch f vor ito, soon c lminated to cause his r moval f'rom 

office • De.ehwood, under the i nfluence of Bute , introduced 

nd secured the pas aase or a cider excise . Almost daily, ffi gies 

of the Prim Mi ni ter , together with a pettitcoat to r~resent 

the Dowager queen, were publicly bUl'ned. Bute now obt ained 

from t he Crown th• oart r and th• Rangership of Richmond park; 

t hen to the surprise ot the nation, he resigned as Prim! Minis• 

t er . Dashwood ret1red'with h1m, receiving a sinecure and th• 

title of Lord De Spencer . At the favorite's suggestion, o.orge 

Grenville succ eded to the H ad ot the Ministry. Butest111 

r m ined the po er behind the scenes , and all acts were a ttributed 

to 1m. Later , Grenville beo1U11 annoyed at th• 

•nee , nd Bute retired to the oountrr but kept up a correspon-

d nee with the King. In 1765 , all political ·contact between Bute 

I Leoq , H11torz of gland !!! ~ E1ghteenth- Cen1:'11:la 
Vol . I I I , P• 220 . -
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and Georg• III t•l'lllinated because or the public outcri•s against 

it~ ia last ye s , ft r the d ath of the Dowager Pr1nc•es , 

ware ep•nt in loneliness !Uld rat1rem•nt . 

One other politic 1 event, whil e 1t actu lly occurr d 

art r t 1s r oval . 1a attl'ibut d to h2ia managemont , and 

therefore must be considered 1n connoetion with his Ministry . 

Thie is th notoriou ~ ~- John Wilkes 1 th-, son of 

w lthy distiller , waa born in 1727, An early friendship 

form d with Thom a Pot t r . son or th .Archbishop or Cant rbury• 

1ntroduc d ilkaa to a l ife of moral diss i pation and l evated 

1m to oci l circlaa far above his origin. Through this 

fri nds p • waa introduced to Lord Tetllpl e , who became his 

p tron and 1nfluenc d him to enter Parliament to seek a politi• 

c 1 career . Vary little or portsnce result-,d trt>m this ; 

capt the actu l fact that he wa am mbsr of Parliam nt~ 

The group ot friends which ha formed through Potter •a 

influ nee w notoriously immoral , Many of th ware members 

or th wall- own M'ednl nham Brotha1hood• an aighta nth-century 

aoc1 ty r o s for its ®b ucharias and blasphemous parodies 

on · the ritu 1 o th• Catholic ral151on, Finall1 at soina un• 

c rt in data 1lkas w s admitted to their r nks as am mber , 

alth Charl Johnstone , in the Adventures!?,! !~• 

Pictures him a the candidate who was not succ~a t ul 1n obtain• 

ing this coveted ~ • Sir Francis Dashwood was the asidant 

or this organizat ion, and its t empl e ot or gies was located on 

his estat.s , upposedly it was or an1zad by Dashwood att.r 
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This pap•r , mown as~~~• later produc•d one or 

th gr• t•et l •gal controv r si•s of England. Both Churchill 

nd 1lke wee en w 11 qualif1•d boldly to carry on attacks 

on th• gov•rmn•nt . Th Prim• Minister ' s part1 lity t o hie 

t1v land beo!llll th•1r ch1•t targ t. Churchill publish d 
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a poem, !!!!_ oph•oy ~ ~ , 1n 1763, Which pictures cot­

land as "a tr••l•ea , tlow•rl•es land fol'l:1 d from r f'Us• or th• 

univ rs• nd 1nhab1t•d by the very ba tards of er ation; wh•r• 

omi no had fix• h•r ohos•n throne; where a scanty population~ . 

g unt with hung•r , and h1d ous with d1rt and with the itch, 

p•nt th• ir wretched days in brooding over the fallen for tun s 

o h ir nat1v nasty, and in• tch1ng with mingled envy and 

hatr•d the mighty Mtion that l d subdued th m~ A.t l st th ir 

eed nd heir hatred were alike gratified. t Force could 

not ace plish d been done by Fraud. The land flO\Ting with _ 

milk and hon.y w a thrown open to them. lready the mot 1m• 

portant place were at th ir disposal , and soon, t hrou&h the 

i lu•noe or their great • llow-oountrrman, th•Y would d•scend 

upon vu•y o•ntr• of EnglUh power to vide , weak n , plunder, 
, 4 

and b tra • " 

With leas g•niu , but with •v•n great er err ot, 1l kea 

coll cted for his n wspape~ very detai l that would 1nfl!l!ll• 

nation l hatr•d agai nst But• and the natives or Scotland. The 

P •r , the nam• of ich was selected as satiric l r epl y to 

4 IAok•y, History or ~ land~~ Eight•enth Centurz, 
Yol . III , p . 219 0 . 



t hat of the~• edited by Smollett i n behalf of the govern­

ment, iret appearAd on June 6th, 1762. Although ach number 

as no co pletely d vot d to s t1r1z1ng tho Scots , it seldom 

f 1lod to d 1 some blow at them and the J cob1tes . Entries 

11 e this occurr d 1n i t s imaginary "Chronicle" of the future : 

11 omo tim since died Mr . John Bull, av ry worthy , plain, 

hone old gontl man of Suon desc nt . Re was choked by 1nad-

v r t ntly llow1ng a thistle which ho had placed by the way 
5 

of orna~ent on top of his sal d." Lord Temple soon b came 

larmod t the ud city or ilke , who w o th first to print 

names 1n full in hi n pap r rticles . His patron ttempted 

to s11 nee him, but ilk s ' had ound hi fi l d and would not be 

ail no d . no on s spar d by tho bola satirist . Dr , John-

oon w s ttllc d for his cceptanoe of a pension ft r he had 

d find t his word 1n his dictionary in the following manner: 

"AP nsion ls An llo nee made to any one without an equiva-

l nt . In Engl nd 1t is ner lly under t ood to men pay given 

to a t t h1r ling for treason to his country," Hognrth, the 

tit, ridiculed bee us of his merit as painter 
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f8.l!lOU 

and hi 

t h King. 

coeptanc of the appoln ent s " erjo nt-paint er" to 

ilks did, ho ver, spare his fellow club m mbers for 

s t4..m, but eventu lly attao d Lord Sandwich nd the rl of 

arch. 

r beoom1 bolder and bolder i n tho attac son the gov­

ernment, h finally published a so.tiric 1 1ntroduct1on to n 

Jon on , 8 1noonpl et d play, ~ ..!!.!, 2!_ Vor timer . Th infer• 

5 Op • ~ . , JUly 17 • 
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ence was plain. Roger Mortimer, favorito ot the QU en, mother 

or Edward I II , murd rod the King and ruled England with his 

paramour tor three y ara. Wilkes pointed out that ~ward III 

"wa1 h ld in the moat absolute slavery to h.11 mother and his 

mini ter, th first nobles or England were excluded from the 

King 1 • Council and the m1n1on disposed or all place or profit 

and trust" . H concluded this attack with a wish that Bute 

should op dily complet the 1tory or Roger Mortimer , Aa no 

gov rnmont action followed this virulent lib l, Wilkes assumed 

an ev n wider latitude; he wrote the famous~ .!2.• Pitt 

and T mple had encouraged him in this article, as Gr nvillo had 

now b com Prime Minister , but t he initial speech fran th King 

p l ainly indicat d that Bute was still the power behind the 

Cabinot . 

~ .!2,, contrary to many opi nions , was not a direct 

attack on th King, Arry p r1onal insult to the sovereign was 

car tully avoid d. R did, however, criticize the spe~ch made 

by th Kin, but placed th blame tor it on Bute and the Minh• 

t r1 . Th governm nt now determined to make an example ot 

ilks, not m rely becau1 of this article , but because or all 

th articles which this climaxed. Genoral warrants were 111ued, 

and 1"orty•n1ne n were taken into custody on those warrants , 

1lke1 , the one aimed at, was th ror ty• ninth. Taken to the 

two Secretaries or state, he wa1 sent by them to the Tower, 

wh re he wa, k pt incommunicado tar several daya . However, he 

had powertul t'l'i nd1 outaide, who worked diligently tor hi• 



release . B f ore th1 was obtain d, th Government s nt agento 

who ranaack d ilke s • roans and carried away ll i mpor tant 

pap r1. The cu was brought to trial b fore Justice Pratt, 
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who found that th Gov rnment had err d 1n ita arrest of ilkes , 

since he was am mb r of Parliament. The prison r was immediately 

released and b cam the blic hero among the lower classes. The 

M1n1atry was un atiafi d with the outcome and still determined 

to punish Wilk s in som mann r . They probably woul.d have failed 

had not ilks rr din his next move . Contrary to the advice 

of Lord Templ , h set u,p a printing press to reprint the famous 

ar ticle , ~ ~ • Th oovernment ord r d the pap ra burned, 

but execution of th orders was prev nted by interter nee from 

the mob , who rallied to Wilkes• det no . Charges of blasphemy 

on the part of the author were next produced by th Governm nt. 

'l'hh charg , of a more serious aspect, was baaed upon an immoral 

and sensual po , •!!!!, Eaaay ~ ~ • A f'ra@llentary copy of 

th1a po m had been found among WUkes 1 papers. The au1rhor has 

1ince b n· proven t o ~e Po,tter, the man who introduced 1lkea 

to the Brotherhood of Jledmenham, but Wilkes undoubtedly had 

annot ted the copy which the ooverment had. 

~eanwhile Wilkea had been forced to flee to France on 

account ot a duel fought with Samuel artin, While he waa away, 

the trial came up befor hia enemy, Lord Mansfield. He was 

convicted, and sentence was reserved to .be pronounced when he 

returned. The Houae or commona voted him out or office; still 

he delayed his return. ether th11 was torr ar or h1a sentence 



or on account of a l ove affair on the continent ia uno rt&in, 

However, the fact r mains that his continued abs nee w s dis­

favorable to his r putation and popularity. some time later 

Wilk I returned to gland, and th old contest flamed anew. 

Hes cured r leotion aa a member or Parliament to repre1ent 

the city or London, Afters curing his place in Parliament h 

pr s nt d h1m1 lf, on th first day of th& now term, to be 

sentenced by Lord M11111fiold. Fright ned by tho mob of 1lkoa • 

adhorents who wait d outside , the Justice astoniahed evory one 

by announcing that 1lke1 had not boon arrested, and he could 

not p s1 sentenc • Before Wil k I could arrange for his ar rei,t 

and trial for outlawry , a skirmish took place b tween the 

guard1 and Wilkes• admir rs, in which illiam Allen, an inno­

cont byatand r was slain. When judgment Ya finally passed 

on Wilk , he esc ped with a fine, which was paid by hie ad­

mirers , d tw nty-two months 1mpr1somont, which he served in 

th King ' s B nch. Th11 did not end the stormy political caroer 

of this f arl man, but hi1 later deeda are beyond the scope 

of th11 study. 
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Th 1e are the voluminous incident, of tho unpapular Mini1-

try of But, At least t wo important novelists saw 1n them 1m• 

por t ant ubjects t or 1atire. The latter part of !h!, Adventure, 

~!!!~• by Tobia1 George Smollett, satirizes thi1 Admin11-

tration, aa it has been shown to have satirized the Newca1tle• 

Pitt Ki ni1try 1n the first part. The second nov list waa Charle• 

Johnaton , who al10 1atirized the per1ons cone rned in these 

vente in h11 Chryaal, or!!!!_ AdVenturH ~ !. ~• 
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gre d1ly aoc pted; thus was hi• popularity lost. 

-- -·- In th anwh1l , certain important event had occurred 

during Yak-atrot•• (But 1a) lad rahip . The Enpreaa or Mont­

chowc (Rua la) died, and a ak Prince , who lnh rit d the 
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throno (Petr III), made peaoe wit arut-an-t1tr1 (Froder1ck II ). 

Yalc-otrot waa di lighted 1th t h1 , as he waa very d siroua or 

at bli h1ng p oe. clarat1on or war against Corea (Spain) , 

how v r, d l y d him 1n hie Plll"POH and tailed to in h1m ny 
popularity ash d air d. cor a torm d an alliance 1th China 

ance ), and combin d thy sent force to 1nvad Fumma (Portug l) . 

Le-yoh-ter (LOudoun ), an ancient glish gen ral, was s nt to 

a 1 t th p ople or FUmm•• and the en my wae rlilpulsed. Thre 

auoo aful n val proj ots had also been accompl1ahed . Thin-quo 

artinique ) was captured; Kep · arl (Albermarle) was sent to 

F -yah (Havannah ), where he oaptur d a great cor an ( panish ) 

tr alll.U' , autt1o1ent to pay the cXJ)enaes ot the war; Tra-r1p 

ap r) was sent to Lltman (Manilla), which cap1tul t d and 

pa1(1 a larg um to1• r som. All these succ~Hes t ailed to 

brin Y -atrot any popularity with th• public. 

O r aaon tor hi• unpopularity wa·1 a grave mhtake made 

a t . th outs tot h1• a in1atrat1on. He chose•• his associate 

1n th Mini stry the mos t unpopular an in J pan ( land); Foks1• 

roku (H nry Fox) . 'l'h11 coll agu 1ntluenc d him to depriv • 

ereat numb rot poor t 111es ot their mean or auatenanoe, H• 

r ov d trom otfic all th petty otficials ho had rec iv d 

their ottic from the fOl'lller adm1niatrat1on. Theae created 

Ju,t 10 many cn-e mouths to cry out against the 141n1ster •• peraon 



and dmini ration. ot ,only did th1o ne Mi ni ter rous th 

common p ople ag 1.net him, but he so arou od th ha trod of 

the nobility . Hli purohas d v st quantities or fin clothing 

and strutted his p rson befor hi coll agues , 
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H form d a soa.l of gesticul ation in a gr t variety or 
diviaiona , comprehending th ali t t 1nclin t1on oft h~ad, 
th front-nod , the sid nod, the bow , th half, the emi-d m1-
bo , w1 th the shuttle , the . elide, the circular , semicircular , 
and quadrant s p of th right root . 1th equal cue d pre­
cision did he model t he conomy or bis l oo• into the division 
and !1Ub-div1s1ons of the full stare , thQ aid glanc, the 
pensive look, th pouting look, t he gay look, the vacant loo , 
and the stolid look~ To these ditf r nt .xpr ssions of the eye 
ho suited the oorresponding features of the . nose and outh; 
such as the 1'11'inkl d no e , the retorted nose , the sneer , th 
grin, the s per , ruid the m ile , All thee postures and geati­
culations h practiced and d1str1butod, according to the d1f-
erence of rank and portflce of the various in viduals wit 

whom he had communication. 

Th aol e dolight of this Mi n11 t r was in two or thre obscur 

Ximian (Scotch ) 1'r.1ends . Hia a 1n1c,tration was gr tly 

valuable to hi own family and poor r l at ions . Ile cl oathed 

their naked bac s 1n t he richest mat rials and fed their &lllpty 

s tomachs w1 h the f t things or Ja.pan. The X1m1 · ns flocked 

into Ri phon ( 1ta1n) and aw d th atr e t s ~r Meaco (London) . 

ll1 partiality to his own clansmen re ult d disastrousl y tor 

th cc.boy . 

Meanwhil Tayoho (Pitt ) and Lob- kob ( T mple) were not i dle. 

'l'h y form d an alliance with the old cu.boy, nhom Yak- atrot had 

replaced•• Tre surer , t1-ph1- rum-poo (Hardwick ) and 1n-kom-

poo- po (Aneon) al o join d th m. u di d t h Fatzman (General, 

rer rring to the ruke or cumb rland} , who b csme estranged from 

ntures ~ !!! ~• P• 625 . 
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the da.1ro (King). To ottee this opposition Yak• Strot trengt• 

han d hima 11" with Gotto-m1o (B dford), who was univ rsally en­

v1 d tor h1• vat w alth. At bout th1a t1m Ch1et l ag1atrate 
. 10 

Rhum-K1kh (Alderman 11111.m Bt1ckford),, an ext.rem ly we lthy but 

halt-witted pol1t1oian, 1e1t-ooncelted, head-~trong, turbulent, 

cunbi t1ous d cl ed to align himsel w1 t .h the Oppos1 tion and 

Ximian. He g ve banquet or th dairo a.nd his 

br1d, a Tart Pr1nce• a (Caroline or Anap ch) 6 to whom Yak­

trot (But ) ha marri d 010-010 ( orgo III). The dairo was 

r c iv d by he public w1th a profound silence; the nor cuboy 

(But ) wa p 1 and insulted; Tayoho an Lob-kob (Temple) 

w r oyoualy rocl imed by the braying or Legion (public) . 

Taycho and his tolloy rs tried to oust Yak-strot over the 

loaa or th a fishing grounda n ar America, but Phyll• 

Kholl (Colvill ) r captured the lost erounds before thy could 

ccompl11h th 1r purpose . Th n gotiat1ons tor pace , which 

Yak- etrot now pr ent d, gave grounda for turth r attack . 

Taycho pr to be 111 tor several days to augmont his 

appearance of patriotism When he attended the public a•s mbly 

to speak against th tr aty or pace. A description of his 

appear nee follows: 

e w I c ried thi th r on i nd of hand-bai•row, wi•~ped 
up in tlo.nn 1, with thr wool en night- cap.a on his head, escor• 

d by Legion (public), which yelled, and brayod, nd whooped 
and balloo d , with such vociferation, that every stre t of 

IO 1ll1am Beckford, alderman and twice tora- uayor of ton• 
don , was prominent politician during the eighteenth century. 
He had inherited a vast fortune from 'holdings in Jamaica. Hi• 
banquets were renowned tor th ir lavishneae . Dictionary ~ 
N tional Biography. 



e co (London) rang w1th hideoue clamour . In this equipage 
did Taycho nt r the aea bly , Wher being held up by two 
a r nts, h , attGr preludG o groans to rouao tho atten­
tion or his audience , b gan to declaim against the pe c a.a 
i doquat • sham tul , and dieadv nto. ous; nay , he ventured 
to stie,nat1z v s parate articl . 1 

In th1 mannor did the great T ycho ttompt to defo t the ' 

tr aty , but 11 to no v 111 Fodw1-roku (Pox) annolnted the 

as:, mbly with a rec1ous salve that e11abled them to ratify 

th pe ca . 

Add1·ion l attacko on Y - trot'• inistry were conducted 

by ean of writings. Lob-kob (Temple) found t\'lo admirably 

cale lat d to xecute his vengeance upon th X1m1 n favorite . 

r-oh1r ( Ch rchill ); a profligate bonza 

(olergymo.n ), d araded by lo d lite , and possessed of a gro t 

pow r in xcit1ng th passions or the blatant beast (public) 

by oans or rh;y'moa . " eao oraclos not only command d the 

p aaions , but ven 1nflu need tho organs of the beast in such 

maim r , as to occasion o.n ov cuation o1ther upwards or down-
12 

w da o ot the opor Jor . ~ The · seoond writer waa 

J -k1-dtz1n ( 11 es ), who ~po oessed tho art of making balls 

ot filth , which w re ro.moua tor a t1c i ng and stinking: nd he 

thr w thom with auob dexterity, that they aelda:i missed their 
13 

aim" , Th ae two w re anployed to throw dirt at the adm1nt.tra-

t1on, which in turn hired 1t m rcenaries , and "a •harp conteat 

and polting matoh nauodn . Yak-strot was SGlf-conf1dont enough 

II The Adventure• of an Atom, P• 52 • 
12 rud, -- -
l:5 Ibid, 
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tow 1 up to hi n mies , and tho resul t is describ d as 

follows: 

80 

D in_z riv d w1t h-1n dune- shot. of Jan- 1-dtzin ( 1lkes} 
hG m lil t • nd put t ing himself' in t he t ti tu.de of the idol 
Fo (Th Catholic Church), wit 1 11. a1mP r on h1 oountenanc , 
so m d to invite the warrior to make a full diocharge or his 
artillery . H did not long wait 1n suspenso. 'l'he balls soon 
bog n to whiz about his s.r ; an great numbor took oft ct 
upon his person. At length he r ooeived a shot upon his right 
tQlllpl , which brought h im to tho ound. * -:. {I, Llhur-ch1r 
(Churchill) no soon r sa,r him pros tr to , than, ad anoing with 
tho monst r , ho began to r G oat his rhymes , t which overy 
outh and ev ry t 11 of Logion sop nod and lifted: and ouch 

a torr nt of tilth s irted from t hese channels , t t the 
unfortunate cuboy w quito ov rwhelmod. Ny , h muot h ve 
actu.all surroc tod where ho lay, had not oome of tl10 dairo 1s 

t tond nt 1 .t r pos d, and rescued him from the v ngennoo of 
tho conat r . 4 . 

In this last kirmiah Oio• 1o was loo d tiled. Jan-k1-dtz1n 

ilkea ) u accordingly put into public stocks, but Legion 

r l od him by toro t tho 1nc1stonoo of aff• patt-phoog 

(Charl s tt) ho soiz d thi s opportunity to become of firs t 

import no in tho commonwealth. YAk-otrot withdrew to his 

country a in tho northern p:i.rt of thQ kingdom. 

At this t e t 'a Ximian (Scotch) frionda docid~d to 

g in control of tho govQrnmont. They per:suadod him to levy 

o rtain impo ts upon t he poopl (.the cider tax) , thon thy ~ ont 

diroctl to tho King and d manded his romoval bocauao of thGso 

tu.es . ootto•mio (Lord Bodford) wa tho loader in thi move , 

d ho b okod up by Twitz-or (~orgo Gronville) , Z -ti-fie 

( Lord Sandwich ), and oko (Tooke) • To w1 the tand this onslaught 

14 ~ Adv ntu.r s 2!_ !!! !!2!!!, P• 530. 



Yak-strot made overture• to Taycho, but his otters were 1nade­

qu to for thh d magogue . Finally the off r of QUanbuku ( a 

duk dom) operated upon Taycho, who made pe ce with the X1m1an 

under the following st1pulat1on1: 

81 

That no state measure should b taken without his express 
approbation; that his creatur Prarr-rrog ( Charles Pratt) 
should b ennobl d and preferr d to the most eminent place in 
the tribunals or JapanJ and that all his friends and d pendent• 
should be provided tor at the public expense, 1n such a manner 
as he hims lf ahould propoae.15 

It 1• inter sting to note, in connection with this treaty, 

that Tayoho • a old ally Lob-kob ( Lord Temple ) was ignored. A . 

breach had formed between the o, Thia new alliance resulted 

in great ahifting of poaitiona . Fika-kaka (Newcastle) had 

the chair pulled f'rom beneath h1m, and all the old aasooiates 

w re diaoarded by Tayoho. :&'Yen Legion refused to awallow the 

title quo (nobleman) or the coalition with the hated Xi mian, 

Al aoon aa Tayoho lost compl te control ot the beast, his ene­

m1ea f reely proclaimed him insane . 

The death of QUamba-oum- dono (the l)lke of CUmberl~nd) now 

gave Yak- trot an w cause for worry. The cuboy decided that 

it waa neceasary to procure the prerogativ for the dairo . Tay­

oho upported this just aa glibly aa he had formerly opposed it, 

Praft•t'rog (CharlH Pratt, Earl Camden) and Lley-not (The l)lke 

ot Grafton ) joined Taycho in thia effort, Mura•clami (Murray, 

Lord 14ansf1 ld), who waa j ealoua or Praff• frog 1 • (Pratt 1 • ) pro• 

fesaional aucoeagea, valiantly opposed auch a gain of power for 

15 The Adventures of an Atom, P• 533. ----------
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uthor, as th1s was his only work, and it was published non;r­

moualy. Som hav rron oualy ttr1buted it to nr- . Shobboare , 

another sa t1r1at of the eight enth century. 

Johnston ' • novel, Chrpal, or !h.!, Adventures ~ !. ~. 

waa published anonymously and undated. It is generally con­

ceded t o hav preceded Smoll9tt·111 s1m1lar uork by a f ew y ars, 

The author ploys a gold p1ec , or guinea sit afterwards b -

came , to relat e th tale . This Chryaal, which means golden, 

was mind in South :America, but finally r ached the mint in 

England, where it b cam a beautiful new coin. Th pow r or . 

seei ng i nto the future and of peering into the heart or its 

maa t er ar native endowments or th gold piece , as they were 

of Smollett•• Atom, The adventures of Chryaal, as it pa1se1 

from one mast r to the n11xt, con1t1tute the atory or Chryaal, 

or~ Adventure• ~!~• The tale is more intere1ting 

t han Smollett •• 1imilar novel , as it 1a not confined entirely 

to satirical accounts of the pol itioal history or the period. 

Johnstone attacks many 11ocial, religious , and moral oond1tiona , 

as well as some political abuses. However, it is to the satire 

or political event• that th1a study 1• contined. 

One or Bute ' s primary interests on acceding to power was 

to break off . relations between England and Frederick II . 
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Cbryaal satirize• thia attitude in the Prime Minister . The 

guinea has come into poaaesaion or the envoy aent to Frederick 

wit h t he aube1dy rrom England. Both Frederick ' • and Bute ' • 

attitudes are unfavorabl y drawn. The Pruuian King 1a repreHn-



84 

tod v in, shallow, v otll ti • and tr oheroua. nth 

sub 10-:, iv d , quarr eled b oauae 1 t s no mor than 1 t 

nth pr viou y • B added t t anc would p y him 

mor , and 

h ld 

1ght o 

ort ot tr ohory. 

po 1t1on or the 

follow1 

t o th 

any of' th Glish peopl 

light. Tb '1 sus eot d h of any 

a arrog nee, s well a thrust t the 

, 1s di cloa d 1n t 

n with r gard 

prise y f'r1 ndship ro rly 

anoth 

thron 

: 1 not obl1 od to su port king on th 1r 

inst in;. 

ads fur• V 1 n. 

ro nothinsJ 

Th hall 

r, "I will 

ow wh 

a.swll •rar 
the7 d . •e offend• 

t 1a due to sover 1gney,, 1 

not ki ot' nd, curbed 1n 1111 will , - and limit d i n my 

law b 1d 

courts 7 t 

elav •1 th y dare not think of any 

ed rlo 1 r r ented as r tuaing 

ro nt tw rcband1 ea nt tote us ian 

nde or and or on y tr 

liah prot ot anov r . 

unf"ail" pictul- of' e r1ok'a rel ton with his sol diers 

1 wn. t tory h that lthou h 

1ri hi o, and nll• U. d by , hia rollow­

t they 

w01.1l ju t • to etarv unl • li!Jh ent a larger aub-

1dy, lnoa allot that he had juat reoeiv d wu ded for hie 



0 

an 

oa 

Por 

to 

n 1 

to 

vi-al 07•• 

Addi 1o 1 n 1r 

r o 

ox- mor ubai • 1na 

r1o e pooplo Who 

no ou of po rJ and 1r •uc aora 

• uvantag or 

call 1t~ to tbP01r o Hane 

Je!Nit• 

• r a on 1 

; ot ... , 
od 

1 1nd1• 

ot t G 

" ngdOlll 

o oo plb 

ruler• ot pa1n and 

as • ISUCO ••o•• or 01 417 

't'hH&lr a 

H will , o l ow u to 

ion • no n oe••lll7, 

o oow-e do part 

Vol. I , Pe 3. 



of th~ 1t~ry is veiled satire g inst the political institu­

tions of pain, Portugal, France, and the Gorman 1-)npire, all 

ot which w re Catholic and rul d by the Vatican. Johnstone 

pr a nt1 thi war•• on b tw en tho O thol1cs and the Protea• 

tant• • Continuing the tale with r gud to tho ruler of Portu­

gal, the Guinea acoounts for th ta1lur of Portug l to join 

tho other C tholic countries in the fact t t the Jesuit plan 

miscarried. An att mpt to murder th ruling sovereign a he 

a• rotul•ning t'ran cl andestin lov roa t tailod, nd he was 

merely ounded, recovering in a •hort t1mo . So Portug threw 

in hr lot with land, and the plans or to Jesuits ailed. 

Following this to Guinea has m~ adv ntures before he 

g in reac ea one of political aigniticance. He ev ntually 

ent rs th poase• sion or a man of fashion, who 1s going to a 

me ting or a certain aooiety, which waa composed or number 

or p r sons of the 1rst distinction, organized to burle•quo 

stablished religion. Thu.1 ar w introduced to the infamous 

• ociety of he ll dm nham monk,. 'l'lrl.1 now muter of tho Guinea 

1a Lord Orford, the grand on of Prim Minis ter Robert gl pole. 

He goes to th club tor a particular purpo•e at this time. A 

vacancy i n th m b rship pel'lllits the leotion of a n ·w momber. 

Two conteetants for th place a.re Lord orford and the notor1ou• 

J ohn WU es . 

The Guinea 's de cript1on of this organization becomes on• 

or th f w i mportant sources or 1nform.ation concerning this 

mysterious and immoral group . A pereon ot wealth, who ia iden-
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f ill rank , 1n ca e or vacanci,u, an qual ro.1ttbor \Vas 

choaon to fill the naxt lowor r nk, an.d t h prob t1on of'fi-

cera at tended th superioro in the celebr t1on of their 

mystorioua rit • 

Th e r it a w r h ld 1n the Chapel ot th mona t ry, nd 

no on ou t id tho m mb r h1p was al o~ d to nt r, " a the 

very cor iona o 1t would, in at ma sur , h vo tray d 

88. 

h 1r s er t a : t ho coil ng b lng eov rd ith .Qlllbl sand d vie•• 

xpl at1 n to the meanost capaci y; and 

ho w 11 p int d with portr 1ts o those whose n,mes nd charac­

t re t h y aawnod, r proaented 1n ttitud • nd ction~ horribl e 
l 

t o t o g nation. " This 1how1 into wh t dogenQracy tho 

nob111ty or that e d fallen , A biog:rapher of one o the 

m mbora or th.is society giv the following description or 

their m ting and th pl ce where them etinga were held: 

ddr ss d to t goddess ot lov , ,n<n . 
Dea: the •co on cup' was curiously 

to r ind the drink r of 1118 r:l.tu 1 . .E:!l 
co que voudr • , Rab laia • otto tor the Abbey or Thel e , 
w e o£to ongr v dover th gr t g te; within a c vo in 
th d n wa a nakGd 1tatue or V nus turning her back, pul• 
ling a thorn from hor toot a.nd inscribed with BO!l!O mieappl1od 
v r a s ot Vir gil (Aen, , VI , 540 , 542, 543) , and again a statue 
of Priapus w1-th reli r on th<> pedeetal or creatures comi ng 
out from Tbrophoniu•' cave, all melancholy Gxcopt a chG rt'ul 
cook nd laughing oarm l1t • a aingularly indocent picture 
(and in thi conn ctioo •1nguiar1ty in indecency 1nd1oatea a 
v ry gre t obsc nity)23 pai nted by Sir Fl•anois himself , atter­
W'IU'ds hung for y ar in the King 1 • A.Pllll in Old Palace Yard -
it r pr set d him 1n Fr ncisca&habit kne ling b fore tho 
haloed object of his adoration., 

21 Th Adventure• or a Gui nea, vol. III , P • 70., 
2 ~what you ple;;e: -
3 Brae ta are in or1girua.l P•••• e . 

R, W. Poat , ~ ~ ..!!2.!,, P• 27., 



Th n con ea an • Lor Orford. ho &3 the master at 

t imG oft Ou1nea; s convey to the monastery in 

t . rom ee th account giv n is ad scr1pt1on or the 

1eeno r ul ted 1n the br i ng up of thG cl ub .. After 

coun II • 

carousing, tlie mQ!llb ra r opairGd to the Chnpol 

e now cob r. en tho candid te entered, ha fell 

d rn da" pro n1011 of his principles n arly 

t tith t ost gro1a p rvorsion9 of the ense, 

ot f 1th o tho rel15ion est bl1shod in this 

or a position within tho eho.ncel r 11, 

th location o t he s l eot twolv . Tho oontoetant 

op o ing Lord Orford w • John l e. . 'l'h ele n momb r o lcnelt 

1n pr or to so hich or th wo shoul d bo ceopted, a.nd Lord 

Orford a ec1de upon . he other ennd1d t e had com prepAred 

for de at, 11nce he felt ure that tho superior oci l posi-

tion and~ alth or O•tord would obt 1n th place . le the 

brothorhoo bad r asted, he ha h1ddan 1n chest a great b boon, 

dr a d Iii.I evil. As the auoceo ful cand1dato prayod, th 

b boon w I release , The wick d Lord orrord, thinking ·h11 pray-

ers to on · d been answ red, 1m!1l dia.tel blilC n to disclo.im 

au h1 1uppo ed wio dn u and loudly to cl 1m thclt hGI wa "but 

half a sinner "• Aft r tb11 was discovered to b o. tricl:. he had 

a hard t living down his weak moment of repentcuico. ext day 

the p r petr tor of the de d was discovered and ox.pal led t'rom 

the i nor b rsh1p , which h held• Tho affair ; however , 

25 Th dv ntur a ~ !. ~• Vol . III , P• 72 . 
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l:iw in m • whilG Ike p \Yi in tho1r aonae . " 8 te-

mont ho . or couroo , ro ors tote inf uenco or Pit nnd To-

pla , ho 1 tt 1• of th boina the especial p tron of ilkos,. 

'l'he Quine p ss s next into the poss • oion or ilkes and 

goes wit1 hir.t to c 1 on hh p tron, Lord 1: mplo , Tho intuitive 

powers of tho gold iece r cosniz thi s man ae "ona who had 

s r v d his countr d his king with f1del1t nd ucoeu" . An 

dr to recover his for er powGr , which othor 1ad 

ostod from him , l d him to p tron!zo tho pmnphlet• er . 17hon 

tho nrr1ved for tho mornifl6 vi it , th!il patro11 protoate ago.inst 

tho boldn s of hie protogo 1 s moat reoont rork, sin 1 he had 

v nturad 

to the 

attack upon th sovor 1 • This , of course , r fora 

ous , or infamous , ~ !!?,, which ilkGs wrot 11ith 

such diaar,trouo rosults . Tho ni t foll0?1ing thb visit to 

his p tron, il a was o.rr ated for this same articlo . So bold 

,va hia attitude and so rea ntful the tti tude of tho common 

p oplo on ocount of hi dl'rest that tho officials soon rogrot-

ted t his move . 1th1n r w da a his p tron secured bis lib rty 

b 8 cortain il:!raunitiem ann x d to a particular part of th 
87 

l gisl turo, to which he bolong d 11 • HeN1 th Guinea r fors to 

th right hold by emb r of tho nou e of Oom:nons whereby they 

r e freo t'rOlll rost . 11na booamo the public hero as 

re Qlt of t h!il p ra cution by tho Gov rnm nt . How v r ; ho por-

:sioted in his t1ric l ttacks on tho Ministry, and tho 1nis• 

tore wore mor and mored t m i nod to avoneo thoae attack~ . 



Charg a of immorality wer e produced against him. One of his 

old friends and a fellow-m mber of the infom.oua society secured 

nd read an immoral poem, supposedly by ilkea , before the 
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Hou• of Lordi . 'l'hie statement ia hiatorically true; it was 

Lord Sandwich who app ared before the Houae and apparently en­

joyed r ading the vile Essay ~~• When the t i me arrived 

for ilkes 1 trial, he wa• in France and did not return. Du.ring 

hia ab1ence h wa• deprived of h1a seat in t he l egislative body, 

nd oonsequ ntly lost the 1mmunitiea belonging to this office . 

Hi • fate was not unu•ual, ae "the tools or a statesman, however 

•u cc s ful they may be , are alway.a thrown a• ide with neglect, 

th manent they have done their work; but when they fail, how-

v r blameleaaly, or run into any error, though only fran exceaa 

of ze l , the weight of the neglect 1a made still heavier , by 
. 28 

heapi ng all the blame upon them" . 

The Guinea used hia power to •ee into the future in order 

to ascertain th outcome of th1• present master' s difficulties . 

H found that he finally succeeded in clearing himself or all 

charges and wBa even 1ucce1sful in obtaining financial remunera­

tion• trom those who had first had h1m arrested. H11 patron, 

however , was depr1v d of all his wealth, power , and honor for 

merely appearing in hi • cause . 

In such manner 1• But• ' • Ministry satirized, The attack• 

ar mainly against hia attitude toward• Frederick I I , hia 

int nae desire for peace, his connection with the Wi l kes affair , 

28 !!!!_ AdventurH .!?!_ !, ~ • Vol o I II , P• 211 . 



and hie pref r nee tor hie fellow countrymen. The pamphlets 

of this p riod are till d princip lly with attacks upon hie 

Ministry, and th two novel1ete , Smollett and Johnstone, 
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devot d larg portion or two novel• tp eatiriz1ng Bute•s 

administr tion. The satir or the Wilke affair aseumed great 

importance on account ot the magnitude of the i su involved 

and the l ngth of time that it cov red. The extreme unpopu­

larity or the Scotch Minister made him excellent subject- matter · 

for the I tirist and created a demand for the novels . Thus t he 

mat rial directed against this Minis try is proportional to what 

would b expected by one acquainted with the political cond1~ 

t1ons . 



Chapter V 

Satirical Attacks ~ Miscel laneous ~ighteenth- Century 

Pol itical Abuses 

Av st amount of the aatiro found in eighteenth- century 

novels was not direct d against any one man or any cert in 

inistry, but was imed at political abuses and i nstitutional 

vils . steadily, since the period of the Restoration, t he 

co on people had grown in strength and power . i th this 

strength nd power came oonst nt demands for various social 

r form , and a favored way to express these demands was in 

satirical att cks upon existing abuses . Parliament and the 

C binet hnd assumed most of the power that had formerly b&• 

longed to the King , but the country had gained little by 

exchangi ng an arbitr ary ng for a c01'1•upt · 11ament. There 

were m ny crying needs for reform . Gin- drinki ng and gambling 

had bocom national evils. Bribery and the place-system put 

power into the h nds of a f vored class . La.we and prison condi­

t1oqa wer in dire neod or changes . JUdges and Justices who ex­

ecuted th corrupt laws were no better . thnn the l aws. 'any eigh­

teenth-cent-ury novels waged spirited satirical wart re upon these 

and s ilar abuses in politics and society. 

otorious ong such was tile corruption in 'Parliament and 

in Parliamentar elections S e ffort hatl been ade t o make 



this National Assombly a repres ntativ body. Nevertheless 

many~boroughs , where scarce so much as a sheepcot or a shep­

herd was to b round, sent as rnnn:y representatives to the 

Assombly or lawmakers _ as a rich nnd populous county. Only 

a fraction of the number of members or Parliament wore elected 

by con idorable and independent consti tuencies . 1'he enormous 

expen e connected with leotions, where the polls might be 

kept open for forty days, kept seat s almost exclusively in the 

hands of a few gr at fami11 s, while many small boroughs w re 

owned by rich nobl men or openly offered for sale . By t his 
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m ans Minister was often enabled to retain his corrupt maj ority 

in Parliament. Ore t sums of secret- service money were expended 

in direct bribery at oloction times, and places and pensions 

multiplied to such an extent t hat out of five hundred a.nd fifty 

memb rs in Par liam nt, under Oeorge I I , no fewer than t wo hundred 

nd fifty- a v n held offices, pensions, and sinecures . The 

Sept ennial Act, passed during Walpole ' s regi me , was an additional 

tool for str ngthening the Mini ter•s power . · This act resulted 

in an i nstantaneous rise in the pr ice of Parliamentary·seats . 

In addition tb these conditions, certain privileges claimed 

by th House of Comm~ns were added evils . The House claimed the 

r i ght of prisoning n to th end of t he current session on 

its own uthority, and such vic tims could neither be bailed nor 

released by the law courts, The members of the National Assembly, 

lthough for the most part men of we 1th and property, enjoyed 

immunity from all actions of law and suits for debt . Thus they 

were nabled to set th ir credi tors t defiance, and an 1.mmenae 



amount of fr ud r sul t d. Th j urisdi ction which the Hous 

cl imod over di tod 1 ctions was often sc ndalous in its 

re ult , inc n arly v ry d c1s1on w s rendered by party 

r vor and not s a r 1JUlt of the merits or the ca e . The 

prac 1oe of on oring r ports of Parl1am ntary proc dings, 

which w i n ff ct throu out th first half 1>f' t h century, 

w s nother busiv privil claimed by this body• 'l'he right 

w snot obtained until th r i gn of George 

I II , and the 11 s affair s of oh w 1 tin bri ng 

about t s fr d of tho r oes . Th Gentle an •s Magazin was 

ong t h fir t to publish Parli entary d bats , and it w s 

r p1dly followed by oth r p r1odicala. To eac p punisbm nt 

thy print d tho i ssu d\u'1ng r ce. s of Parli rn nt and used 

onl y th 1r t and last l tters of a 1n1st r' s n8llle . 11 GS 
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w st first who r sum d to r 1nt the full name of a Kinistor 

in th se pam hl t attacks. As th censorshi of th pres on 

thee s tirical att cs was diminished, the boldness or the 

t t ack w incr ad, and th mid• ight nth- century novel 

P 11amentary abuses . 

Tobias Geor g Smoll tt wa probably th moat vicious in 

his attac s on Parli ~ ntary el otions . In P regl'ine .~ 

h a tirizes these corrupt pr otioes . Per gr ine, havi lost 

p rt of his fortune , was advised by his at·ron to r -

gin it throu politic l career. On the advice or this 

an , ppos dly an intlu nti l politician, Pickl repaired to 

his country seat to prepare as a Candidate in the forth-coming 

election. Incident lly he lined his coat pockets with a great 



d al of on y - all tha~be had loft . After pending this 

v t um, ho borrow d n add1t1onal amount, as he felt confi­

d nt of his eleot1on. lothing could ve obstructed h1m, bad 

n t tho nobl peer who t up his com, etitor oom~rom1sed the 

f ir 1th those 1gh up 1n the Adm1n1strat1on by g1v1ng them 

o members in notb r plo.oe , prov1dod Peregrine w1thdre\T from 

tho raoo . 

tusod. 'l'his 

en his patron o od him to withdraw, hero-

s a us l e s move, as he was 1n the power of his 

a.tro1'l on oc nt of his note for the borrowed money. Conse­

en l y h w1 thdre from tho race and returned to London. In 

r turn for this h1s patron introduced him to a great Minister , 

ho th nk d P ckl for h1s service and promised to re ard h1m. 

Fors vor 1 months this Mi nister kept Pickle darJ8ling with pr o­

m1 es and dol s, 111nally , ttred out by this .trea • ent , 

P rogrine wroto an attack on t .he lUnister, for which he was 

1mpr1 oned for a long p r iod in the Fleet. So in thi early 

nov 1 ollott satir1z o prac tically all the abuses i n connec-

tion with Parliamentary elections . Bribery • patronage ,. unjust 

prisonm nt nr v1v1dly attao ed by his vitriolic pen, and an 

ccurat ocount of th s abuses is r ecord d. 

Ag 1n ollett r eturned to this theme in fil:!. Launcslot 

o oppo 1ng candidates me t on election day; one , 

10 sot , s qualified for the place by bei ng 

fo hunter; • I ~c Va.nd rpelft boasted only his we 1th, 

in tra , to support h1s claims . Th speeches of these 

two men ptl y illustrate smollett• s at1re on Parl iamentary 

electi on . ., 1ck et 1s claims wo set forw rd as fol l ows: 
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Gon lemon vreeh'Jlders or thi hore county, I shan•t pro­
tend to make a vine vlour1shing speech• I 'm a pl in m n as 
you ll lmow. I hope Is 1 lways speak my maind ithout 
vear or v vour , s the zaying is. 1Tis the way of the ().Uick­
sets - we are no upstarts, no vo i er, nor hav e any 
Jewi h blood in our veins; wo have 11v din this hero neigh-
borhood time ou t of ~ind, as you 11 ; and possoos n 
state o 5000 cl ar, which , o pend at whoam, among 7011 , in 

old English hospitality. All my vorovathors hav been in 
Perl1 ont , and I can prove thnt ne 1er a one o •um gave & 
zingle vote for tho c~.ll't sinco the evolution. Var my Ol'r?l 
pea.rt, I value not the 1n1stry throe skips or louso, as the 
sayi ng 1 - I ne •er know but one l inister th t a an honest 
man; and vor the rest, I care not if thy were hanged a h1 

9 

as H an , with a pox tu•un - I am, thank God, a vro born, truo-
h artod l1shman, and a loyal, thof unwortfY son or the 
Church - vor all t oy have done vor :H----r, · I'd vain know 
what thoy have don vor tho Church, with a von eance - vor my 
own p t o , I hato nll vorreighn r s , d vor:re ighn measur s, 
whoroby this poor nation 1s brokon - backed with a load of 
debt; nnd ta:ico r1so so high that the poor cannot g t brad. 
Gentl men vrooholders of tb1 COlUlty , I value no llin1stor a 
vig ' s ond, d •ye ee: 11' you '7111 vavour me i tb your votes and 
interoet , horoby I may be returned, I 1ll engage one- half my 
oat te that I never cry ya to your sb1111~s in tho pound, 
but will cross tho Ministry in every-thing. 

In opposition to 

dvanoed tho claim that h 

io a t•s appe 1, Ur , Vanderpol ft 

df4 0 ~ in his pocket, 

which ho d acquired b tra e, 'l'hio he intended to sp nd 

to the last arth1ng. He owned himself a f ith~1l follower 

of O orgo III , sincer ly ttaohed to tho Protestant suocoa-

1on. Tbs w re his qual 1f1oat1on as a Par liament merabor . 

Por add1t1o l satire of this soeno ollett presented Sir 

Launoelot, with his appenl for th ideal method of electing. 

mombers . Her · 1nd d tho that tho privilege of election 

ao birthright won by th 1r fort t hors, and pictured the . 

prop r typo to bo lee d. Tho usolessne of uch 1nd1vid­

dual ttempts is mphas1zed by th outcome . Sir uncelot 

I Hanover . 
~ Launcolot Or ves , p . 24~. 



99 

ound hims lf i olved in a fight wi th tho canbin d forces 

of the o oppon nts, and with dti'ficulty b reseu d him-

self by flight . 

Partly in consoqu nco of Parliamentary corruption and the 

gro t eal th ained throu owor, the tendency for eon ti-

tuents to divid into parti s was gre tly stron then d, At 

this period p or n w to politics, nd re not consider-

d a necessary l ont, s they now are held to be . Th r.ise 

of tho power of th co on poopl h d brought this about; be-

fore t t t1me soci ty db n ivided into the t wo classes, 

nobility and commons . The growth in w alth of those below the 

nobility and the loss of ow r in the Rous of Lords tended to 

rai so f ctions within th maeses. which.bee e known as Parties . 

originally divided upon principles , these parties gr dually 

w into mere factions at enmity with one another and only 

lightly actuated by policies or principles . Some satire on 

party connecti ons was noted in connection with Pitt and his 

changing principle (--E!:.!, Chapter III); additional satire on 

these organizations is found in the novels of this p riod . 
3 

Th ch pter on H ts in Jonathan _!!!! giv s Fielding ' s 

opinion on parties . Wild had col l cted his gang , composed or 
undone g esters , ruined bailiffs , brok n tradosm n , idl ap­

prentices, attorn y•s clerks , and loose and disorderly youths , 

They wero divided into o parties as follows: 

3 ok II , Chapter VI . 
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As theso persons di er nt J)l• . nciplos, 1.o. t s , 
equ nt 1sson ons Qlllong them. Th re war par tlouI'arly 
op t 1os , viz., thoe ~ o oro hats fiorcol coc:od , and 

t ho ho pr r rr d the nob or trencher hat. The former woro 
callod caval i ers and tory r1ry rnntor bo s, otc . ; the latter 
w nt by th s v rnl niiiiioa o wtgs, roundhoade , shakebags , old• 
noll , an sev r l others . · n those cont1n>.ted ors sr se, 
1nso ch that thy gro 1n time to think thero w s s ome thing 

so nt1 l 1n thoir d1f forencos , and tbnt their interests were 
1ncompat iblo 1th each oth r , horeas , in truth ; the diff erence 
1 y only in the fashion of their h ts . 4 

In oll tt 1 s .1:!_ Launcelot Gr ves there is a s ilar 

pass ge . unoolot , being disturbod fr om his rest~ looked out 

of t he win ow to aoer to.in tho c use. Ile b held a caval cade 

of arsons , ~mounto an diati~ished by blue cook dos 8 • 

Tboy tT&re l uxuriously dr ased and en 1 d a banner• whi:1h die~ 

plo.yod in whit e 1 t ors the insignia, "L1berty nd the landed 

interests" . s thy ap roo.chOd the market-place, they or1ed 

aloud , "No for 1 conn ct1ons l Old land rorevor l " In 

this m nner Smollett pictur tho arrival of t he Tories on 

election day. The Whigs , in contr st, are on toot "with bun-

chos or or rib nd " on thoir h t • Th _y are accompanied 

by band playing "God nv e our ng" . Tpis last 

crowd w s acoomp nied by th mayor , recorder , nd heads ot the 

corporation. Thia doto.il hows the contemporary po er of the 

gs , sine they are necomp nied by the officials of t he city. 

Th ig pretorence for the Hanov rian dyn sty 1s a . not blo 

contrast to the Tory de i re to end th war and sever all foreign 

conn ctions . An e phasis on the ig partiality to t he Protea-

tant religion skil fully insi1111ates the Tory leaning toward 

Co.thol1c1 

4 Jonathan ~ , p . 106. 



A large part of the novel , .lll!. LauncJU.Qt Gre--8.l!'..8.S , is 

given over to an attack upon Smollett•s en my , Dr . John Sh b ­

b are, who is satirized in the character of Ferret . 1'h1 

novel, publishod in 1760-1761, displays tho influence upon 

ollott of the pamphleteerin of this period. Being Scotch 

tho author w s heartily in sympathy with auto and became one 

or his politic 1 pamphleteers . He attacks all the principl s 

of the 1g Oligarchy in hiss t 1r1cal r epresentation or Fer-

rot; also he di plays his own Tory sympathies in the princi­

pl of Sir Launcelot or ve . 

nother ighte nth- century novelist who saw fit to t -

tack the party system as Henry Brooke . In The Fool or al-- - - --
ity he decl s that nwhother or not the gover ont were com-

mitted to th One , the Few, or theM~aey , the parties entrusted 

have generally prov d tr .itors; ana deput d power has lmost 
5 

perpetually be n seized upon as property" . The constitution 

of , l nd, ccording to Brooke , is all th t has saved her , 

and the existence of parties is proof of liberty, though not 

p t king or co unicat1ng any portion of its bengfits, as 

"rank weed are proof of a hot and l uxurious son , thou they 
6 

e the det table consequence of the one and the other" . 

alue ~ - Public safety - s curity to the persons and 

properties of the peo le, he adds, constitute the essential 

whole of gland 's polity. 
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In addition to th ore o1ng vile th re was a crying need 

for r eform in the 11sh ju.dici 1 and r1son syst ms . Crime 

5 Op . cit ., P• 265 . a- -
~ •, P • 265 . 
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was rampant in the early par t of this century and organized 

gang of criminals existed. Something, though not much, had 

been done to secure maintenance of order , but there was still 

much to be done . The city of London was ill-lighted and ill­

guarded. The extreme prevalence of drunkenness added to the 

amount of crime . The city w tchmen and constables were usually 

inoffic1ent; they were found more frequently in be r-shops than 

on the street, and were often themselve serious danger to 

th public . The Magistr tes throughout England wer not only 

notoriously ignorant, but were also what w s termed "trading:­

jus tices" . They were more favorable to affluence t han to 

innocence . The district justices were more often appointed by 

interest th~n by qualifications . The punishments meted out 

were oft n atrocious and atrociously executed, but they fell 

chi fly on minor offenders . Capital punishment was the sentence 

for robbery and many lesser offences . Rewards were offered for 

"pe ching" , and this gave rise to n evil of tr f f icking in 

men ' s lives . Innocent persons were decoyed into robbery that 

t hey might be betrayed to the Government for a pal try reward . 

Th existence of a cert in district where debtor wore free from 

molestation made these districts cit adels for the worst crimi­

nals . 

Henry Fi ld1ng, in his po i tion of Bow- s treet llag1str te , 

did much to r eform many of thee vil e , His wor as a novelist 

had mad him fami liar wi th th ne d for reforms. In Jonathan 

~ • though it is al legoricall y a picture of Walpole 1s Minis­

try , Fielding recorded t he history of an actual criminal , who 

org niz d his gang or thiev sin t he early d cades or the 



the eighteenth o ntury. This notorious villain made h1s liv-. 

ing by the thievery or his -band; but he never hesitated to 

surr ender them to the law for execution if he wanted them out 

of his way. An ex ple of his method of procedure with on or 

hi men, who refused to commit murder at his command, follo st 

Marybone was 1mmed1ately entered by 11a in his black­
book, and was presently after impeached and ex outed s a 
fellow on whom h1s leader could not plao sufficient d pend­
enoe; thus falling, as many ro~es do, a sacrifice not to 
ro ery, but to his conscience . 

In ddit1on to his org nizod g ng of thieves Wild estnblieh d 

n offic wher t he stolen goods could be regained by the 

owner "tor mer ly paying full value of it" . 

In th nov ls of this period ther are two outstanding 

inst nee of satire on t h in ffici ncy of magistrates . One 
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i in Fi lding •s ~; the oth r is in Smollett•s ~ ~ ­

lot Gr aves . Both of these authors had experiences with jus­

tice that ad each thoroughly efficient in presenting this 

tire . A named Peter Gordon , whom Smollett befriended 

in financial w y , proved himself ungrat ful and dishonest . 

To get rid of t his debt , he went to the debtor•s prison, whence 

he nt contumacious messages to his benefactor , who ·w s he l p­

less s far as the law was concerned. This being the case , 

smoll tt took the matten into his own hands and gave the man 

a much des rved thrashing, A quack lawy r took char of the 

c s , sued oll tt, and won a judgin nt or ass ult . The r sult 

was that smoll tt was forced to pay th court costs or the 

7 Op . ~•• p . 151 . 
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o se nd became eternnlly mbittered ngainst lawyers . A second 

instance of t his man1s experience with the l w w s his imprison• 

ment i n the King 's Bench, . as a r esult of his attacks on Admiral 

Knowles in~ Oritioal ~ • 

As a result or these experionoes smoll tt 1 shes out with 

satire on the 1enoranco nnd corrupti on o country magis trates 

in his novel , Sir tauncelot ore ves . After Ferret's arrest, Sir 

Launcolot accompanied him to the magiatr t . F r r ot m naged to 

fre himself by turning evidence g inst the knight as a mol a­

tor or oaco . Sir Le.uncel ot , much to his own aston1s ent , .found 

hims lf prisoner, lthou h ho could not c rt i n tho charge . 

During hi inc rcoration h le nod th sad stories of each of 

t he inmates . Most of them ere unju tly imprisoned, but tho 

oat fla ant injustic was th case of tho 1dow o kley . Her 

son ' s sw ot h art had 1n dv rtently iven offence o iss Gob­

bl , the . ag1strate 1 s daughter . In consequence or this the 

son had b n rs ed for a oldier and, according to rumor, was 

kill ed i n action. The swe t hear t had pinod· way i nto "a con-

ption" . The mother , unable to ana oh r farm , had boo~ 

arr s ted for debt by Justice Gobble and was no mad 1th orry 

imd gri f . 

Upon inve tig tion ir Launc lot asc rt ind tho f ots 

concerning Justice Gobble . llis f t h r had be n at i lor in 

London , and he had b en n appr ntice journeyman. On the death 

of his aster he married t he rioh widow, and having piok d up a 

few l w s about t h city, they deci ded to move to the coun• 

try to livo enteelly. A certain p r , •ho •a ind btod to this 
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an, do c l l hi obligati on by ins rting hi n e in the 

1on. Int xecut1on of hi office thi ju tic had 

thous nds or or s , and h1s i e 

him on to mor . Launo l ot obtained lawy r, who d and d the 

cot:m1i ent rant tr th justice, but in this instance Jus-

l 5. 

t1ce Oobblo w caught red- handed. He had no such wnrr nt and 

l ot 

Oobble 1 1sdom i shown in hi pooch to Launcolot : 

The 1 ws of this land ha provided - I says how provi-
sion is made by the law of this hor l nd , i n r vorence to. 
dilinqueme and manefactors, wh reby the ki ng ' s peace is up­
holden by w m gi tr too, who 1•opr nt hi maj osty•s person . 
better than e•er a contagious n tion under the sun; but how-

vor, that th r ki ng ' s peace, and t his bore m gis trate •s 
authority, cannot be adequ bly and identically upheld , if so 
b a ho or1mi ls eso e un unish • Now friend , you mu t 
be oonfidentious in your own mind, a you are a notorious 

r i ?Ul.l , o v tr spa sed ag i nt tho law on div r . oc­
casions and importuniti s; if I had a mind to exercise t he 
ri our of t h 1 w, ace rding to the uthoricy herew1 I 
wested, you and your comoan1ons in iniquity would be sewerly 
J)Wl1shod by the st tue; but , ag1atr t s power to 
l i t1 te th sew rity or justic, nd I contented th t you 
shou db roi lly deal t withal, nd v n dismis ed. e 

Sir Launcolot obtained vengeanc on one const ble , which was a 

proj otion of the secret desir of Smollett. He fore d him 

out of off ice and made him sign a pp r nev r to hold an of­

f ice at ny futur dat. Also, he seourod justice for the 

innocent vi ctims , and d andod th ir release . In this manner 

did smoll tt vent h1s fe lings cone rning t ho ignor nee and 

corrup tion of lish m istr te . 

B nry Fielding was just as well qualifi d to s tirize the 

8 Op .~ . , P• 254 . 
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injustices o the prison system s a oll et t . He had served 

for some year as mag1str te and h d se1>n th gro t nee of 

change in the Engl ish sy to 1. In his novel , he voices 

his opinion of these condition . Tho entire book i s compo ed 

of • Booth ' s and his wifo 1 s ,. 11111011a 1 s , e for t to t ay out, 

or get out, o t he debtor's r1son. an Booth is otit of prison, 

Fielding satirizes the various tactic used to arro ta person; 

When le 1s 1n prison, ho aatiriz s the conditions ext nt in 

Engli h prisons . The most telling satir , however, is that 

aimed t Jue ice Thrasher . In his d scription ho uthor ~pha­

sizos the perfections in hi mag s tor 1al capacity. M ny 

persons b 11eved that t hi s position required oomo mo l dgo of 

the l w, and since the l w o p epended in many volumes of 

at tu e , a magi atrato wa naturally expected to r ad some of 

them . Justice Thra hor , how ver , w s nev r known to red one 

11 ble of matter . He depended aol ly upon his own inolina~ 

t ion . "The Jue 1co was never 1ndi for nt to a o u e but when 

h coul d ('e t no hi ng on ei her sido . " Some ex plo of his 

d oisions are oe f orth by pr sonting several r1sonora for 

trial . One , a very bloody , b dly-boaten man , w eh g d with 

esault by a an who h d r w sor t oho • In spite or the 

ts 1mony ott red , Thrasher oonv1oted tho prison r booau e his 

tongue betr yed him to be Irish . A eoon.d risen r wa young 

w an arrested for being on tho tre ts t night. Altho gh 

she to tifiod and or r ed to prov that shews id-s rvant 

on an er rand to socur tho s rv1oes or 1d-w1f for hr mis­

tres, she was committed to i d w 11 for mont h as a street -
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wal or . Booth himself as the noxt prisoner boforo Thrasher . 

lie had een arrost d for bo ting a ni ghtwatchman. "Tho 

sha t red r i ns of bro en lo.nt rn, which had long boon 

pre erve or th s o of its tosticony, w s produced to oor-
9 

robor t he ev1donco , " Booth had r lly intorf rrod to help 

aom men ttnc ed by mer uders , but by this h h d boon made 

he vie i o a eonop11•acy by th ate an; oo ho as sonton­

o to pr son. 

11 Booth was in pri son, ho saw m ny unjustly 1rnpr1sonod 

p rsons, jut. s ir Launcolot had Tho most flagr nt 1njue-

t1co w s t e case of a young girl and hor 

Ila b n commi tod f or the girl 1 e oteal1ng 

d f thor . Both 

loaf of bread, 

w c the father h l pod to eat . Thi ca o was one of felony ; 

80 ould not be b 1led. Among tho othe~ buses in this , 

a i n 11 e i to nth-con ry prisons, tho gr test vs probably 

t he tr nt me ted out to prisoners who wor unable t o pay 

their j 11 r for foo or rvice , while hose able to pay 

reoeiv d eve y courtesy . Fiold1ng \Ta ver'Y bitter 1n his at­

to upon th s evil conditions , and ho l of t littl e unsaid in 

sat irizing them . 

Additional satir on theso abu es is found in~~­

en the oonstabl o arr ated a oman who 

r n a hous o 111-r ut, she ohaeod h8r roleas by paying 
10 

t ho justioo a certai n sum ot mon y th th demand d . Johnstone 

1n this nov l lso at t eked tho ov11 of i nforming . one ot the 

9 Am lia , P• 10. 
10 ---2.£• ill•• Vol . I , Chap , III . 
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j us t i ce • t ools rol t o t ho ollo 1ng to his aster: 

I , and to or three more of our pooplo , having nothing 
to do, Slat ed a quarr el , i n which a gentleman, who w s com-
in by, lost fus hat . It was a large hat, with a very bro d 
gol 1 co , sue as yOUl' f oroi gnors w ar~ 1t was I that sho od 
orr th hat, and seei ng a shabby, idle-looking young fellow 
stand1nc by , ithout ono , I t ook it up , and , asldng h i it 
was his , r e ched it to him , and saw him make off with i t direct­
ly . ow, i f t sis not plain robo r y , I do not kno vhat it 
i s l A f ellow runs away with a gentleman ' s hat , who adv rtises 
it , 1th a r o ard or t akl n t he thief , hom ho wi l l proae­
cut e l Now I have found the fellow•s haunts , for i nde d I dog-
aod him , and will have self honover you please , and can 
ol1nch tit prosecuti on, by swearing that I. saw him carry orr 
tho h t . 

The j ustice had the man cherged tor teali 
11 

t hought "th aff air had a good look'' • 

tho hat , as he 

Sati r or thi per i od att acks i ndividual l we , a well as 

t he entir prison sys t em. i one which provoked t he bitter-

est satire was~ Harduicko •s Yarriago ~ • passed in 1753. 

Previous to this time , the Canon law had be n in tor co in g­

land . Under this provision all hat was nece s o:ry f or a l eg l 

marr iage was the consent or both parties , followed by cohabit -

tion, St amped licensee were provided for under t his ·law, but 

this claus was n var nfor ced . .Atrocious abuses had arisen 

under such an arr angement~ A multitud or cl r gym n, usually 

prisoners f ord bt and mostly men ot notoriously i nf amous lives, 

made it their bu ins t o celebrate clandesti ne marri es in or 

·near t he Fleet. These Floe t marriag had become disgr coful 

scandal to gland. Almost every t v rn h d a Fleet cl r gyman 

in it pay , and a ent o only soli c i ted marri g or p oudo-

II ~ • ~•, PP • 137-138 . 
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clandestine oeramon1 s , orf'o:r1nod for al thy 

h 1rs under th inf'lu no of drink, resulted in 

Tho rn iage of Hanry Fox to th daughter 

Rio ond , an o tho evontoen-year-old poet 

• no or1ous inst noes of these abueos . 

11oment reeolvod to put an end to this condition. 

T l ve u gas were appointed to draft a no:, la, but tlle r sult 

o t air offor te :ras so i mpo1•foct that Lor d llardwioko , t that 

time Lord Chancellor , undertook to rovise 1t. This bill readi-

l y p ssed e ouso o Lords . bu t was strenuously opposed in 

th IJ01.i e o Commons , Henry Fox and Charles Townsend l ding 

to Opposi ion . ntually p s sod as a law , this Act .rovided 

t w h o exception of ore and Jews , no m riage should 

b v id i n perform d y tho Anglican Cl l'f!:3 

in rob : tho c l'emon coul d be p rfo od o.fter b nns wer pub­

lished or thl'o oucc ssive undays in the parish church. or by 

1 u_nnc of lie ns w1 th tho oneont of parent s or guardians, 

Al mar 1 0 '3 t t did not conform to this iaw · ero void, and 

t10 e whop r ormod the cer emony were subject to deport t1on. 

H cl.wick ' s law, wh1l ac tually a great step i n tho r for-

ma ion of existing evil , ins t ntly provoked much satire . 

SUoh srgu.ment as the followi ng woro advanced ga1nst 1t: that 

t nob l ty w r onnbled by 1 t to secure all the gr test 

heiresses , a parent s or guardians wero alwa s anxious to form 

an 11 ance with the upper classos; that the r esultant close 

i nter- arr ing would produce great d g neracy; that i mmorality 

would b va tly incr as d thl'ou illioit unions , formed by 
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w rds forbidden to marry by 1 w. These accusations compose a 

two volume novel , ~ 'larriage ~, by John he bea1•e . This 

novel was published anonymously in 1754. The story is dov lop­

ed hrough several channels . James Barton, a wealthy London 

merchant , had two daughters, aary or " iss trolly , nd Eliz • 

The eldest daughter following the desire o her par ents , m r ­

riod Lord Sapplin, and ended by loping with hor husband's man­

servant because of the Lord's indifforonce and neglect. Tho 

inal outcome of her dissipated life was entrance aa a nun into 

Fronch convent . The second daughter, Eliza, wished to marry 

hor f th r' s clerk, Billy orthy, but this being forbidden, she 

ran away . In the outco e, by of proving t t young people 

l<now best how to make happy matches, Dilly ~orthy inherited a 

baronetcy, married Eliza , and they rear d 

union of heir perfect love . 

amily hllppy in the 

Along with this main story Shebb are introduced num rous 

short narratives to satirize thee feta of this marriaBe law. 

A traveler 1n a coach told tho story of a guardian who sold his 

ard in marr iage for half of h r _estate , Her huoban, a notor­

ious profligate, inflicted her 1th disease , which soon resulted 

in her de th. Another story told 1s t hat or the v liant clergy-

man. r.ho performed clandestine marri ge because hews in dire 

noed of funds for his sick wife , In consequence he was imprison­

ed and deported, but the man ho had hired him, Captain Stem, 

rec ivod no punishment under the law. A longer and even more 

harrm,ing story w s the one of the twin brothers , 'l'he elder t wi n , 

nobl, tine tallow, wa persuaded by his detorrn d nd malicious 



111 

brother to mury olandestin ly. After the marriage they lived 

happily and had two children. All appeared well-contented, 

as the parents had been reconciled to tho match . Many y ars 

later the wicked brother carri d out his plans . The grand­

parents and parents of the children died. • hen the wicked 

brother invoked th evil marriage law for his purpose . He 

declared it no marriage , since it had been p rformed without 

consent; put the youthful hedrs of hie brother out , ae they 

were bastards under the law; and took po session of the es­

tates and title , 'rhus in his lengthy novel, • Shebbeare 

satirized the marri ge law of Rardwicke . He fails to see aey 

good qu litiee 1n this Act , but po nte out all its flaws . 

hus in the larger portion o iwiteenth century novels 

there is a manifest inclination for som sort of s tire, per ­

sonal , politi cal , social, or r ligious . 'hat th vile and 

corruption warranted such attacks c n so cely be doubted, 

since most of the abuses that w re att o d have been r form­

ed. Four eminent nov lists of thi oentury 1 , ollett, ~ield-

1ng , Joh tone, and 1 bbear us d their en to ttack these 

evils . otable satirical p ssag s fr their~ k pr sent 

an ccurate oeount of prevailing political conditions that 

gently cried for reform tion. Some of these c 

be n ace plish d, but others still r ain to b 

satiric 1 writers of today still hurl 1nv ctives 

abuses . 

n s have 

de 1 and 

gain t such 
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A a r sult, t 1 st in t , of the pol1t1o l t1r 
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within the same century, reform ion started in an r to 

these insistent deniands . Since th t time the emand ave 

continued, and the changes that hav com bou t in politi­

c 1 organiz tion are known to all . 

Today there is little resomblanco botwe n the mod rn 

orderly prison systems and those preoented in tho atiri-

c 1 att cca of Fielding and ollett . Conditions nro snn1-

tary w1 hin tho pr1 one. The govor ent lso recognizes the 

necess ity of an effort to reel 1m crimin le by mon nl and 

mor 1 cultivation of the prisoners~ Las hov been so 

changed as o recognize man's rights . Capit 1 punish:nont 

has been done way with entirely in m ray 1n t nces, nd 

here it 1s retained, it is i nflicted only for ajor c 1mos . 

Reform tion of this natur e would hnvo been n glor i ous 

chiev nt, had it be n the only result of these satirical 

attacks . 

Ho.nd-in- h ~d with the improve nt in prison conditions 

in England h ve gon the elevation and purification of he 

Judioi l syst m. Today English jurists are renowned for 

their wisdom nd incorruptibility - a notable prov mont 

over Justice Gobble nd Ju tic Thr sher . V$?1v other nations 

today envy this char cteristio of English Courts, and m~ 

re remo eling their own systems to oonform with th t exist­

ing in Great Brit in. 

l e it r ains a fact that the aanini tr t1on or 

government still i corru t, pres nt day conditions, at 

llS 



tho worst, re vast ly bett r them t ose of eighteenth-can• 

~.u-y gland. eats in Par l i ament or no longor sold , but 

incumbents o.ro honestly eloct d. Br ibory , f o1 erly recog­

niz d t ool of govornm nt, is now frowned upon o.nd 1s sov re­

l y unishable by law. atirists of today aro still attack­

i ng wh t corruption remains i n ,olit1oal lifo , and ju ging 

y resul a up to a t o , thA fu tur will sea many ad -11 tion-

1 reforms i n govor ants . 

Tl s con rosult or those satil•1cal a ttac o, 1111d to 

t o o ont o 11 tor tu.re tho mos t importan , is tho ro ul - . 

tant i lu nee of this satire ~.n tho . development of tho 

novel . Tho no~ typo of prose fi c tion, which r e ohed its 

final form in Fiol ding and Smol lett , undoubtedly was gro tly 

1nfl uenoed by , and owes much to , tho political satir f ound 

rly ,orks . In tho e i ghte nth century , novels were 

soornod by many, sis of t en the case with some n w mode or 

form . M ny of the early works war a refl ection of the 1.mr.tor 1 

tim a , a.nd in consaquonoo wero ola sad as unfit to b rad. 

Tho very ct th t the novel which are incl uded i n this 

s tudy sa t'i t o tnl<e up o rious nd wort hwhile iesuos 

was groat im~otua towurd m ing tho poli tioal novel a 

p nont typo of fictioh~ A OOl'lparison of tho novels thllt 

vo s t ood tho test of time , those of Smol l t t , Fie ding, 

Richardson , and Sterno, with t ho l ist of eighteent h- century 

novels given i n Co an•a pl ay , !.!:!! Polly Honeycomb , 

is a conclusive proof t h t s i ncere, noble theoe ake 
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