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C II .<\ P 1 E H l 

I TH OflUC T IO N 

T 11 L~ n c d [ or L 11 c p r i v a l e 11 u r s ' r y s c h o o I " , k i n d <' r g :.1 r -

t e 11 an u da y -ca r crn l r s in Lh S I ' I l 0 [ T X;) i s i n c r ea · i n g 

( l 9 ) ln o r d e r L o m ' c l L h i s d c 111 ·1 rill , o I d c r c n t rs h ave e x-

p a n r. '· d , n . w c c n t r . <J n cl n, o r o m :n u n i L y - s u p p o r L c d c n L :rs h avt· 

b c e n e !> t ~J b 1 i s h (' d . IV i L h x p <J 11 s i n o f r: ' n L e r s c 111 s g r l' <.1 l f' ,· 

c omp e ti tio n 3mong th e sc h oo l s . Th e ch oo l. o r C n I l S h i l V l' 

a t L '· r.: p t rl l o c o i' c w i t h h i :, c o 111 p c l i l i o r- b y s p c c i 1 :-- c r v i s 

l o n g · ~ r h o u r ' nr i c h · cl curric ul u m, a n d e n r o l l mc nt o f 1a r <Jcr 

g rOLIJI S o f c hi l ,ir n. T lt • b c 1 i ' f o [ p a r c· n L s i n h e ommur.i t y 

a b :.~t a sc h o o l th ma j or s u e 1 n Lh a r n L cled i o n 

t o e n ro l 1 t h e in d i v i d u a l h i 1u in a pa r t i cu 1<Jr c h oo l . 

Th e p r ese nt Lud y wa u n d c r L a k n t o c x a rrr i n e p a r c n l a 1 

g o a l s f o r t h e n u. r s c r y s c h o o 1 f o r y o u n g c !r i 1 d r e :1 • Erl u c a t i o n: 

a g e , a n d e mp l oy me n t of par e n t s a ,. , 1 1 as th e a g e , .e x , a n d 

or di n a l p os i t i o n o f th e ch i l d h a e o ~c n r e l ated o tJ , c g oa l s 

of t h E' p ;:, r e n ts . 

R E' I E W 0 F L T ER A Tu lH: 

Th e r e vi ew o f p€: r t in c n t lit e r a L·1r c 1 ~ r e l <: a n t t o 

rl c v e J o p n! c 11 t a J c h ;;; r 8 c t c l . i s t i c s o f n u r s e 1 y s c h o o l 3 g c c h i l d r e i~ • 

1 
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Th e li t e rature p e rtai n ing to th e par e nt a l at titud es as an 

i n f l u e n ciny factor on th e c hild pr esc nt r· d . 

1 n t c r ~ ~ s t i n c h oo l s for young c hil dr 11 i s n uL a mode rn 

innov at i on . H a 111m o n d ( 6 ) r e p o r L cl l h n l i n 1 6 5 7 Co r,J ~ n i u s clv -

c a t e cl L h r: ~'I o L h r chool. for Lh fir L · i y 'a r s o[ li f In 

179 2 , Ho 11 s ca u' Em i 1 gr ' a l 1 mp Lu l o l h (! i m p o r a n c e 

of b e ginning du <H i o n Cl r 1 y . Roc~ t' i l u mpht.~ . i Z('d th nl r•du-

ca ti on sho ul d comm nc a t bi rth . Ho u 'n u r '. d n t.~ tut .. J! 

d c v r 1 o p rn f : n L a n d c o 11 s i cl c r d L h l n .' p · rc •pt i o n was Lil t.: ri-

mary foun d ation o f h uma n know l da 

Fro be l (7) a d ocaLt:d 'n rly c h ilrthoorl d a c a l i o n r r• . f o r m · 

in t h e n.i n c t cC' n t h c ntury . Di c .i p l s of Frob 1 1 e r · highly 

i n s tru men tal in th cs l3 bl i shm nt of kin d rgart ns i n Amer i ca , 

G c r n: a n y , a n d E n g l a n d . 

Th e in creased d ema n d for pr"- choc l p r og r ams and du -

care c e nt e r s ca~ b e account ed fo r, in pa rt , by th e i ncr a · ccl 

nu mber of mothers work ing outs i d e the h ome . Da ni e l 8 11 ( 1~ ) 

gav e th e fo l l ow ing statist· c · in r e l at i o n to th e n u mb e r of 

workjniJ moth e rs in the Uni te d St ates . 

I n 1 9 -I 0 o n 1 y I . 0 p c r c e n i. o f m o t h c ~· 

un rlc r five h ~ l d jo bs s in ce J. C !0 , a 
point b ec au se it fall s between ~ o r! d ~a r 
K o l. f: ::1 , t h e n u m b e r ~ i1 d r i s e n b (J p c r c r: n t 
th e nu mbe r ha r! ju mped 10 . 2 pe r c e n t . 

of ch i l d r e n 
" nor .. 1a l" 
Ii a:1 J 

by 19:55 
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An ot h e r f ac tor th at h as in c r ea s ed th e nee d and d e man c 

f o 1· p r c- s r: h o o 1 p r o 9 r a 111 s h as I.J e e n t h e in c r e <:l s e d me c h <:l n i z v t i o n 

of th e h ome th at l ea ves a mo th e r mo r fr ee ti me to a hi e v e 

p e r s on a l fr ·cdom a n d sa tl s.fac t i. o n in accomp li ~ h m e n t e i t h c: r 

in a j o b or by r e tur ni n<J Lo sc hoo l , o r by in c r Clset: tim • 

s p e n t. in vo lun t e r :~ r oup, T li t•n· i s a r 'C OJ ni zPc! n ect.l f or 

s <.t t i s ( y i 11 \1 a c c o 111 p l i "' h m ' n l s i n Cl I'< om a n ' s 1 i f c d u r i n g h e r · h .i 1 J -

bea rin g yea r s Hn d in d o p p o r t u n i t i e . f t r w o Ill n a r t' b · i n 9 

made avai l 2 bl o n a c o n L i n u i 11 9 b ' I s i s . Th ·s· m0 tl crs art~ 

r e quiring mor . a n d ll LL . r pro g r am. f or Lh 1r c hil cir n . 

Th r i ~ an in c r e a s · d n · d for mo n · y in th e pr •::.c nt 

so c i e t y . T h e 1 n o m o f o n e p c r s o n i · o f t n i n a d ' 1 u ·· t e ~· o r 

th e s upp o rt o f a f am ily on the 1 v e l th e f am ily xpcc l s L.o 

maint<lin . Th e u u a l o l uti on for thi - p r ol> l rm 1 s th wo r k in 9 

moth e r . Th mother th n t wo rk s only h alf a clay or p l an o 

work for o nl y a f ew mo n t h to a ss i - t in a fin anc i a l c ri s i 

h as al so in c r eased th e n e cl f o r pr - c hool programs for 

cliil cl r f' n . 

I saac s (7) s t at ed that th e mode rn n ur se ry choo l a 

dist .ing 'Ji s h e d fro m t h e da y n u r s e ry o r th e in for ma l p r c - '· in

d c r go rt e n g roup i s 1n it s ori9in an En g ! i s h in st i Ltt t i on . In 

19 0 7 th e Con s ultativ e Co m.1 i tt ec o f th e Engl i s h Boa r d o f Edu 

c atio n s~ggested th e n e~ in s t ituti on . 

I sancs f7) furth e r ~ a t c d t h a t t h ~ .:\ m c r i c a n n u r s ~~ r y 

s~hool is one of th e ottt g ro wth s of an in t e r es t in 



4 

pr c-- kinu P r9nrt.cn ed u ca tion whic h m y b e tr uce tl in th e ma in 

t.o tW (> pdn c ipul s our ce : l) e xp e rim e n tal e ffort iII t h C 

field of me ntal hygi e n e , and 2 ) a sc i C' ntifi c int e r es t in 

ear ly ch il d hood r es ultin ~J from n t·w ('lll J' h~J s i s in th e c i t• n c s 

o ( b i o l o ~I y 1 p II y s i o l o g y , p y c h o I o g y , n n d m c d i i n e . 

Th e pr 's •nt ntury h as witnr•sscd a !tift t o inL ~ n -

s iv early h il dhood r •s<'a r II rltt(' to muny tht•orct i a l poir.t 

o f v i 1~ o n · r n i n g t h c i m p o r t u n c c o f t h la rly years l h (' 

1 a t c r d c v l o p m • n l and ll . h ·t v i o r o f l h in tl ivi cl u a l. 

H a nt nt o !i rl ( 6 ) s t a t d t h CJ t 1 n t h urly 1 9~0 ' · v e ry li Lt l c 

e rn p h ~ i s w <t s f o c u . d o n L h r a r a o f nr ly hildlioorl ·cl u at i or . 

I n L L' r c s t. j n r r (' - s (; h 0 0 1 p r 0 g r a Ill s c 0 u 1 d b u\.COU lll d for lJy 

r e c c 11 L II e ad tart p rogr nms in Llt e ' ni t d La L S • o ting Lh 

n eeds of young c hil d r · n in t odn y' s world , d l gn t e t 0 L h 

19GO WhiL e Ho u se Co nf e r Rn c• on Chil d r n a n d You t h (6) s tr .cd 

th at nu r se ry school · , kin de rg a rL ~ day - ca r e and oth e r pr -

sc h oo l cent e r s b e o pe n ed to ch il d r e n of al l oc 1 o - econom i c 

l evels, c r ee ds , and n n Li o nnJ or i gin The Whit e Hou se Conf r-· 

c n c r f u r t h ~~ r r e c o m rn e n d c d t h a t. e c r y o r g a n i z e d g r o u p o f y o u n g 

c h i 1 d r e 11 a w a y fro rn h o rne h av e s up e r · i .- i on by a L 1 e a . t o n e p e r-

son qu<l l ifi c d i n th e fi c lrl o f ea rly c hil dhood educa t i o n . 

.Q2_ v e 1 o r~r::!~_n L a l_ C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of th e Pr e -S c ho o l Chil d 

Data bas e d on a study by WaL o n a n d Lowrey (2 0) s t atPd 

t h '-'lt by th e age of th rce yea rs, th e av e rag b o y s t n n d s il b o l i t 



5 

30 i n c h es Lu l l a nd we igh s al.Jou t 33 pottnd s . T h e av ra ge gir l 

i s a l most as ta ll ( 37 . 6 i.nch es ), and n cnr ly as h eav y ( 32 . 5 

po u nds ) . 

As a r esu l t of gradu a l in r e-s L h c a v c r a g l ' f i v c -

y ea r-o l e! boy h as atta i n d a h ·ight or ,1:3 . 6 in c h ·s anrl a 

w e i g h t o f ~I :2 . 0 p o u n cl s . At ag t h r - ' t h ' g i r 1 ' 

m c a s u r l' m e n I s CJ r • r o u u h 1 y o m p · r n l> l a lth o ugh th e b oy i 

s l ig h tly t all.r a n h ov i r . 

Wa L on and r.owr . y ( :20) furth e r . tnt d that in a1ld ·r i on 

to t h es in cr c as i n h c i g 11 t a n 0 w i lJ It t , h t' c h i 1 rl · s l ~rJCI y form 

b c om s mar matur A - t i c u p p · r p 8 r L s o f t h t' lJ o l y l> c g i n 0 

approxima t e adu lt . i z , growth l u\\. rlowr an v ntually s tops , 

g i v i n g L 11 e 1 o \v r :-: Lr cm iti a chanc to d v lop a corcl in<;jly 

by co n t in u ed growth . T h u , d uri n g tIt f' p r ' --s c h o o 1 y . a r h ·ad 

gro wt h i s s l ow , li mb gro\th 

in t e r mediate . 

r ap i d , a n d trunk gro1 h i 

Along wi tit th e s e chang s 1 n bodv p r opo rti o n . , th e 

ch i ld ' s ske l e t a l , muscular, and n e rvoL'S system_, a r c becom ing 

mor e ma tur e . More and more o f the ca r t il age in th e ch il d 's 

sk c l c t :; l system i s b e ing r eplc.ccrl b' bon e ; t.h t> siz e a n d nu m

b e r of bon ~ s i n th e bo dy i n crea - c , and t he bon es b ecome harder . 

Be l we c n Lt' o a n d L h r e l' y c a r - o f age , t h e c h i l d ' :. s 2 t o f t em p o -

r ary t eeth i s g e n e ra ll y complet ed , and h e i - adequate ! . 

eq ui~ ped to e at adu l t foo d . 
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Thomp so n (1 7) c it e d s i gnifi c onl c h a nges in mu sc ul ar 

d e v e lop me nt d urin g th i s p e riod . ntil abou t four y eo r s of 

a g c , g row t h o f th e m u ~ c u 1 n r s y s t t' m i s r o u g h l y p r o p o r t i on a 1 

to th r gr ow th of th e b dy as a who l ' . Th c r eaf t f'r , th e mu sc l es 

d t:: \' t•lop at a faste r rat About 7 5 p e r c nt of th e llild ' s 

wig ht i rJcr ase du rin g th e fi ft h y a r a n b c a t t r i lJ u t I ' d t o 

mu sc ular dcve l opm •nt . Throu g h o ut thi s p riol , how·v r , th " 

lar ~f'r mu s J es r m in ll . tt · r d· v · l op · d th n n th e mu ll, fi n e 

mu sc l s , pa rtl y ac ou ntin for th e fa L th a t t he yo ung c hil d 

i s mor ~ ki ll fu J in ac tivi ·s i n vo l v in g l ar g e mov·m·nts . 

Nt. e dJ to ay , in div i clu;:;l d if f r · n c " 

sLiLuLicn, g c n P ral h a l th , a n I h ull it 

a n I a c L i v i t y o c c lt r . 

in str ngth a n cl o n-

of a ting , s J f' ping , 

Ge l 1 ( J ) 0 b r It a l o l1 r ph y i o 1 o g i c a 1 c h 2 ' · g r: -

also in c r ease th e chil d ' s n dur an cc a n d na lll' hi m to !Ji.l r-

ti c ip al e in mo r e str _nu o u s act i v iti Durin g thi p e riod , 

r e piration b e com e s d e p r an d lo 1 r · h ea rt r a t e l ow do ,·n 

and b e com e s l ess vari ab l e ; co n ve r se ly bl ood p r e s ur i n c r E' ilS s 

st eac! il y . 

Ge s el l (5 ) r ecog ni zed th a prog r e ssi e ma tur atio n of 

th e pre - sc h ool c hil d ' s n e u ro mu · culatu r ' l ay t h e four. cl at i on 

for in c r e~sed sk ill in p s y c homoto r ac t i i t i es . L ea r n i ng p l a y _ 

a n i. n c r t~ a s i n g 1 y g r e a t E' r r o l e i n t h e s e i m p r o c r.1 c n t but as 

with yo u n ge r chi l dre n , expa n s ion of the r e pe rt o ir e of mo tor 

s k l l l s m us t a w a i t n e u ro m ll s c u 1 a r d e v ~ 1 o p rn e n t . 
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G c s e l 1 ( 5 ) i n u i c a t c ' I t h Q t t h c a v c ~ r a g e t h r e c - y c a r -

old's c>..pancling p s y c h omo t o r d e v e l o p me nt in c lu des hi s a l.Jility 

to build a tow e r of nin e or 10 c u b es as o p p o se d to th r two -

y e ~r - old ' s s ix or se v ~ n uiJ e s • In d rRw in g , hi s s tr o k Ps ar c 

b e comi n g b e tt e r d e f in ed , l ess d if f u sed , a n cl l ess r e p e titi ve . 

fl ' c a n fol rl a pi t'C or p 3p r v rti cG lly or h o ri zo nt a l l y . 

By four, til 

s till f urth r . 

hil d ' s p y h omo t o r sk i I l s lt c:v t n r a s rJ 

ll ( J ) s t a t d tlt Gt til t y pi ca l four - y 'ar-

old CiJ n run mo o thly, an d i b tL r ah l t o br ak up h 

r gul a r rliyth rn of h i t ri d U n J i k Lit t h r - y ea r -o l d , 

w h o i s u s u a l J. y a b l c rn c r c l y l o j u m p u p a n d o w n , t h c f o u r -

y e ar-o l d is a modc r a t ly goorl runn ' r . H ca r~ k i p , al thoug h 

h e i s s t ill un a bJ to h o p . Til e c hil d ' n ew a tltl ti c fea t ~ 

a r c p a r t i a 1 l y a f u n c t i o n o f g r a t r i n cl p 0 n cl · n c o f 1 e g rn u c u -

l atu re . 

Th omps o n (17) de scrib d a fiv -y ' a r - ol rl in thi ma n -

n e r . Til e av c rag c hil d h as a fa i rly r.1atur e c n sc of b a l a n ce , 

whi ch i s r cf l ect e cl in a mo r e s if-r e li a n t al.J a n ~o n in moto r 

b e h av i ~ r. Fin e mov eme nts ha v b ecome b e tt e r d iff e r e nti aL d . 

Th e fiv P -y e ar-old st il l has so me a wk wa r d n e i n d r a 1·: i n g 

d i agona l lin es ; ho ; e v e r, h e is capab l e of st r a igh t s t r okes 

in 311 0 i r Rct i o n s ; can copy a s q u ar e an d a tr i an g l e ; a n d ca n 

do 2 re cog ni zab l e picture of a ma n . 
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R c <.1 d ( 1 -I ) s L n Le d t h a L a c h i J d m u s t l e a r n to t r u s L 

o l h t' r s a n rl t h c n h e c CJ n 1 e o r n L o L r u s L h i m s c l f . A c hil d Llt a L 

i::, . urr ou n detl by " h J p" at al l Li mes CJnnot rlev c lop Lh L' co n -

fi dcncc in hi mst• l f Lh <JL h ll c (' tl s . 

th 8 l adu l ts a r ou nd a hilt! lllliS L <1 

R 'ad f ur Lht· r · mph<ls iz cd 

c pt Lh · ir own b c h :1v i or a s 

w . Jl as <l' ' pL, in L rp ret , <Jnd und r st<Jncl Lh<JL a c hil d ' s 

b f'ltav i or i s \.]s i gn or fee lin gs . r J in g h il clrcn from o n e 

s I. a g C' L o 8 n o L h r~ r h i n d C' r r aLhPr than h f' l p a c 11 i 1 d . 

In d i u in a th e r of sc urit ' fo r a c hil d a 1d 

th r o l e of th n urs r y. · hoo.l, Rc·acl (J ·l ) . L a t c l l h il L curit y 

e xp r i-r f c r s Lo th f ee lin g th a t come with having ha d ma n v 

e n c•s of b e in g ace pt d as a person r a h e r th a n r cjcc t•:d , and 

of f e~ lin g af r a t her th an thr'at n d . The n ur f' ry school 

i s Lh fir s t conta ct outsi de the h orne for ma ny c hil drf'n and 

th e acccpt~-t n ce or r e j c tion th e y r e e i e Lh r c can gr cCl tly 

aff ect t h e ir f ee lin g s of cu rity . 

In a di scussio n about th e educa tional goal of a 

sch oo l, Ha mmo n d ( 6 ) tat ed t ha t th e focus should b e on the 

c h i l :j a n ci a 1 1 h i s r e l a L i c n h i p (l a ce nt e r o planning for 

l earni n g e xpe ri e n ce s r a th e r th a n o n t he ch il d ' s a cq ui s i t i o n 

o f s u l1 j c c t m 2 t t e r c o n t e n t a s a n e n d i n i t s e 1 f . Th e g o;:ll of 

a \:jl)Oc! sch~o l i s to pro i de <:1 suc cess i o n o f e x per i e nc es 

wh e r e by each c hil d may h n e th e oppo rtunity t o d eve l op at 

hi s o wn rate as h e b e~omes an indivi dua l . 
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Ll':'vine ( 9 ) mph as iz erl that in th e st udy of d e ve l op-· 

m c n t , c a r c f 11 l cons i cl e r a t i on m u s t lJ e g i v · ~ 11 to t h c c l i m a L 0. i n 

which tlt e c hil d i s r e::~r e d . Thi s c li ma t e i s prim•tri l y th 

f amily . 0 ve l op me nt r es ult s from Lh in t e r l.lc Li o n of pil y s i al 

g row t h , nt a t u r a t i o n , a n u l e a r n i n g . P · r e II L S \v h 0 a t t (' 01 p L t 0 

t ea<.: h ski l l s b fore th C h i 1 U C 11 a t La i II t h d f'\J r ·c of ~Jro w l h 

a nd ma tur8L i o n n ces l' y w i 1 1 01 ' t w i L h 1 i L t 1. l~ • tt C C s . 

Be h a vior is in flu e n I by growth 111 Lh a r r a of mo t or sk ill s , 

s e n s ory d e v e l opm e nt ll nd grn Li e f t o r s . 

Influ e n ce of th Fa m i 1 

Li k e ex- typin g , o h e r a s p c t of p r .o nal it a r c 

l e a rn ed a s a con s e qu n c · of exp ri n cc s 1n h C' L G t a t f a r1 i y 

s et ting . On t h ' ua i of til pr in c i. pl 0 f ( ' 

" 
n . r u l i zat i o n ·, 

i t wou l d b e pr ed i cted L haL r po n s s l ea rn ' d a L ho me \"0 Ll 1 d 

b e e vok e d i n ot h ~; r s it uation wh i c h pr ese nt Li mul i simi l a r 

to t h os e e n c oun ter e ci at ho m Thu car ef ul an a lysi of 

par e nta l beha vior a nd att i tu de s towar d th e c hil d hou l d giv e 

a p er s o n som e basis for un de r sta n d ing 1h i c h of th e c h i l d ' s 

r espon :ses ar e li ke l y t o b e r e1 ar d d , l ea rn ed , an d g e n r a liz ed . 

M o n t g o m e r y ( 1 2 ) d i c ~~ . . e d t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e a g e , s e x 

r ac e , mater n al for ma l ed ucation, an d ch il d r ea ring kn ow l ed g e 

o~ 59 differe nt aspects of b e hav i or chll r act e ris ti cs in bo ys 

a nd girls f ro m t hr ee to fi e y e ars of ag e . Th e gr ea t est n uffi -

b e r o.f s ignif i ca n t diff e renc es oc c urr ed be t wee n rac e s wi th 

som e d iff'J re nc e s b e t wee n ag e a nd s e x groups noted in b e h avi)r 
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character.isti cs . In con s id ra ti o n of f ea r s , g irl s h ad more 

f ears th an did boy s . NPg ro c hi l drc n h ad mor e s p ec h p ro bl ems 

and e m o t i o n a l r c ac t l on p r o b l nt s t h a n d i d C a tt c a s i a n h i l dre n 

who, in tu rn, h a d mor e probl ms in th e ar c i.I S o f soc i a l odju s t-

me nt, routin e h a bit s , a nd ovurt b h avior . In r ·ga rd t o 

ma t rn a l form a l du a tion, c hi1 c! r · n o f mo th P r s who h <.l l 

qui r ed h iQh sc h oo l or 1 ss d u · t i o n II <t d i g n i r i c a n t 1 y f l' w e r 

b e h r~v i or pr ob l . ms th a n ch il dr . n of moL h ' r ~ wi th sm . c ll c QC 

clu ~..: a tion . H o w v c r , i n c m p n r i 11 9 o n 1 y m o L II ' r · o f u n i v c~ r _ i y 

nu rse ry . c ho o l c hi1 rlrcn , Lh · l owe r th f' cluci'lt i oll , th em r 

b ha\· .i o r p r bl ms t h . r . wr r p r s . 11 t . Th r was n o o r r C' 1 ::1 ·-

tion b e tw ee n kn ow 1 d 

of th e chil d r e n. 

of ch i ld r ar in g pr· Li e . and b r h <.lv i o r 

Th e ff e c t 0 f t h mo th r 1 ork in g out i cl th r ho n11~ 

we r e sturli cd by S kard (l b ) Th e f in dings in d i ca eel th <l 

childr e n ar e h ap~ i es t 1vh n th e arrang em n t i s pe r m::Jn nt an d 

th e moth e r i s h app y . Th e r e s e mcd t o b e li t l e d if fer c n cr 

i n th e em ot ion a l stabi lity of ch il d r r. wh e th e r t h e moth · r 

stay ed in th e ho me or wo r ked , pro i ded t he mother 1 as do in g 

wh a t sh e cons i de r ed to b e most i mportant and r ewa r d in g . 

S!.: ar u (1 6 ) also point ed out th a t th e needs of th e ch i ldr n 

vary f!o ~ on e d e v e lop me n ta l s ag e to th e oth e r and fr o m one 

ag e l e v e l to th e oth e r . ~or e we ll a d ju ted ch il d ren ar c 

f o u n d \\ i t il m o t h e r ::; 1 h o a r c rl i s c o n t e n t ed w i t h o u t s i d e 1v o r k . 
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M d 1 j l l a n ( l :2 ) t udi c d th e asp ir a tion s of l o w- in com e 

mo th ers . 

n at u :-c . 

He eva lu a t e d th e ir asr ir a tion -; for th e ir r e::t li s ti c 

T h e s tu d s h owed Llt ut th ese mo th r s r e rc c iv cd th e ir 

p rob l ems of La tu s a s a hin dran c e t oward rr ogrcss . Th e o l u-

tion s w· , r c xamin d for th e ir workau ility anti r c a li. m. T h · 

gr oup . Ltt d i cd wus not a l i f i d w i t h t It i r p r e . t' n L c 11 d i L i or. s , 

eco n o mic ::J lJy or soc i lly . Tit m o t It r s I s i r d b e t t C' r du ca

hi .l tlr · H . tion a n d b e t t e r oc i a l s t andi n g i n ~oc i c ty for tit 1r 

T h e a s !' i r a L i o n s a n d t h 

l i t i c . 

o l ut i on s 1 r c hol h h ow n to b r ...: a-

Ko hn ( f3 ) x am in d th r 1 a t i o n s 11 · p lJ t · t w • 11 0 i C1 l 

cl a ~s a n d pa r n tal v a Ju s for th 

:.~n cter s t a n d i n g a t o o c i a l c l a 

p ract i ces . 

group we r 

T\O groups of 1 arn i l i 

in c lu ded in t h st u dy . 

purpo · of gai nin g om 

I i f f r ' 11 c s i 11 c h i l cl r L' a. r i n 9 

0 11 s i s ti11 g of ~00 111 ac h 

On e gr our -.:as compo c d of 

famili es in whi c h th e f a th r h ad a prof C's. io n al o ccu 1• ation 

an d th e oth e r gr oup was compo ed of f am i l i es 1n wh i ch th e 

fath e r h ad a ma nu a l o cc up a t ion . 

I n quiry vas focu sed on th e a lu es th a t pa r nts ~ould 

mo st lik t! to s ee e muo d i ed ir. th e ir ch il d r e n 's b c h a i or . F in d-

ing s in d i ca t ed that mi dd l e an d working - c l ass mo th e r sh a r ed a 

broa rl , commo n, but n ot i de nti cal , s t of a 1 u e _ . ' or ki n g -

c l a s s r:t o t h e r s we r e n1 o r e l i k e l y t o v a l u e o lJ ~ d i n c e , v · h e r c a · 

mi dd l e - c l ass moth e rs we r e mor e li ke ly to valu e both consi de r-

ati o n of oth e r s and self- co n tro l. ~~ i d c1 I e -· c 1 a s s m o t h e r s 1 c r c 
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n J s o m o r e 1 i :, e 1 y to con ~ i de r c u r i o s i t y as a p r i 111 e v i r t u e . 

By eo n! r a::;t , worki ny-cla s mo t h f' r s pl aced em ph as i s on nea t

n ess a nd clean li ne ss , v <J luin g th e im ag in a ti ve and explor ing 

c h i l tl r c l u t i v J y l s s t h ·1 n d i d t h <' nr i d d l c - l <.1 s s nr o t h ' r s . 

K 0 l1 n ( U ) c o n c l u d r· cl t h a t v a l u C' c o n c L' p t lr a v t: rl i f f c r ' n t m c u n i 11 g s 

f o r p n r n 1. s o f ci i f f r~ r e n t ul tur n ! l.Jack gro rrnds . 

v a l u n l ' d a p r o g r a m f o r a p ~~ r . 11 l l" 0 Up IIi h 

e m!J h a s is on t.lr e un d · r t nding of ch il d b'hav i or nnci tlr u 

of di s cip lin a ry t ec hniqu s . Th e a u ho r o n lu d d til Lit 

sc hoo l gavt a mor e po. i ti v a !J r r o a h L o d · s <: i p l i n c t h a n I i d 

th e hOmL , Th e childr n howrd mor mo ti o n a l tal.Jility to 

dis c i pli n ary L c hniqu 

ac ce ptab l e b ~ h nv i or wn 

Ll 

mo r 

ti.v c gu i dan ce than at ho nr 

d a L cho o l h a n a t ho m ocially 

school with ~o i -

vi th a mo r e negat iv approa c h . 

Bork e ( 3) foun d that four va i abl s me rg c:d fro :11 a 

study inv o lvin g th e tran smi ion of int e ra ct ion a n d r e latin g 

patterns o ve r three g e ne r a tion Th varia b l ·s were : 

1) ord in a l position, 2) husban d , wif e c ho i ce , 3) cu l tur a l 

i mpact , and 4) th e co n scio u s an d un con c i ou motive - of an 

in d ivi du<J l , Two app r oach e s to th e stu d y of th tran s ~ i s ion 

of int eract ion patter n s we r e necessar y . Int e r i e an d qu c s-

tion nairrs we r e us ed a~ we ll as obs c r a ti o n s of be ha i or . 

Th e evidence s u ggest c~ that a co ntinuity in in t e ract i o n a nd 

b e h av i o 1· does ex i st from one ge ne ration to th e ne xt . P.ow-

ever, an indi vid ua l may be qu it e li ke on e pa ren t in beha i or 



and q uit r. cliff e r e nt i n attiturl An i n <li v.i duul may als o b e 

q u i t e l i k f' o n c p a r e n t a n cl q tt i t e d i f I ~ r t ! n t f r o rn I. h e o L I c r . 

T h e y may ul s o diff er or b e a lik • in on 

a n ot h · r , 

area and n o t i n 

S a r . , M a c c o b y a n cl L v i n e ( 1 5 ) o b t a i nt' d i n f o r m a L i o n 

from 3 79 f1m r 1 cu n mo th ' r co n ' rnin g c hild r ·aring pr ac ti c ~ 

frorn birt h Lo kinl c r gQr l l' n ag 

we r u · cl to a l l o w th moth r 

I . n g L i1 y p c r s o n <I J i n t c r v i t! v s 

to t a l k fr ee ly a n d f u l ly a b ou t 

t h · j oy s a n I probl crns xp : r i · n eed in th h il d r u rin g pr oc-

ess . ln compari so n w ith wo r k in g-c l as , mot h ·r s , m i d·llc-c l . s. 

mo t h e rs wcr i f's. punitiv e to wa r d chang wor thy b c hovi o r I n 

th e i r chj l drcn, a nd l . ss r s tricti . about v i go r ous a·L i\· it y 

i n th e h ome . Fin d in gs in d i cat :cl h aL mi ddl -c l a~s mot h r 

we r e warm e r to wa rd Lh 1r ch il d r n a n d mor 

t h e Ill S e 1 V e S , 

comfort a bl . wi Lh 

Miln e r ( ll ) e a min ed th r e l ation h i p b t 1 e n r act in g 

r ead in e ss in gra de on e an d pa tt rn of p a r e nt- c hil d int e r -

act i on . A hi gh r e lati o n hip wa f ou n d b et \'e e n l o1 - scor in g 

an d l ow e r - c l as s statu s an d h i g h - sco rin g an d mi dd l e - c l ass 

st at u s , T h e a u th o r s u ggested th at th e high- co rin g chi ldr c n 

app e art:od to h av e ha d mo r e opportuniti e _ for e 10t i o n a lly pc · i-

ti v e i nt e r ac t i on wit h t h e i r par e n ts th an d i d th e l o 

c h i l dr e n . 

co rin g 

Es hl e rn o n and Hunt ( .J) e x ilm in e cl th e ef 1 ec t s of s o c i a l 

cl ass and t he fam i l y arl j ttstm e nt p a tt e rn of ma r r i ed co l l e g e 
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s L u d t ! n L s • Th e im por t ant rl if fer e n c s s u c h ns emp l o y me nt, 

c h o i c e o f c 11 r r i c u lt t m , n u m I> ' r o f c It i l d r c n , a L L i L u d c L ow a r d 

marri age , and ex t n L of emp l oymt: nL of th e ma l e were fottn d 

to vary wit. h th e soc i a l c la ss l eve l. Influ L~ nc c of Lh ' ~oe i n l 

c 1 a s s d e <.; r e a s t! d from L 11 c f r c h rn o n L o L h t' s o p 11 om o r l · y c a r . I 

a univ e r s ity th a t was n o t a pr ::, Li g c s hool, th e mJr ri ·d 

s tud nt s w r c 1 i glltly mor t wv r -cla L II a n l h • s i n g lL' _ l u -· 

d l: n l s . Althuugh Lhcr was some v<.r i ;;L i on l>y S L<J tu 

L h r was a pron ounc cl t n d n cy f r m:1r ri ngc n cl th e wif e ' s 

e du a Li n. T h i s h a s i 111 p l i C.J L i on s f o r c h i 1 d r l ! n i n u 11 i v ' r · i L y 

nur s e ry sc hool program . 

TAT Ull·. IT 0 f p !lO B L u 

Th e samp l was ompos d of :iO childr . n ~ n rollcd i'n 

Te'xa " Wo ma n' s n1 v ·r i t.y ' ur c ry c h o o 1 , [J e n L o n , T . · a s , d tl r i n g 

th e aca dem i c y ea r 1968- 1969 . A sur y was taken to corr l at 

th e go n l s <~ n d b ac kgr o un d of Lh parL' nl l 0 l h ag c and 

ordin a l po s iti o n of th ch iJ ~ . 

T h e su cc e s- of a sch oo l p r og r am d epe n d n t o n the 

par e nts of th e c h i l d r e n in that school . Par e n ta l g oals ~ e r e 

ex am in ed a n d th e typ e s of chil d r e n th a come fro m th ese fam-

ili ~ s we r e desc ri b2d . S pec i fic questio n s us ed f o r in cs t i ga -

tion were : 1) What is th e mc.t i mpo rtant be n e fit that the 

p aren t s of a child in T exas Wo mJ n' s (j n iv t> r sity ur s cry Sch ool 

wi s h for their c hild to r cce i e ? 2) What i s th e ag e , s e x, 

a n J ordinal position of th e chii rl r c n e nroll ed '? 3 ) \' h a t 1 s 
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th e f am ily ba c kgr o und of th cIt i l d i 11 r e l t1 I i o n t o l h c i r 

edu ca ti o n, a~ e , a n d ern pl oymr· nt ? •I ) A r C' a 11 y o f t h c s C' f a c 1 o r s 

s i gn i f i c.a n Lly r e l a t ed to eac h oth C'r? 

T h p u r p o s s o [ L Ill· p r l' ::; c n t s L u d y 1~ c rL' t o i d t ' 11 t i f y 

th e p nr n La J goal 1n r · Jat i o n t o lll l' ir c hil dr' n a n d to 

d L r Ill i n c p o s i l> I t' r • · s n · f o r L h s ' g o ;,.1 l 



CHr'\l'TEH I[ 

P R 0 C E n U H 1::: 

Th e pr s nt s tu d y was un d c rt -: 1 n to d ' LC' r min ' Lh 

t y p e o f go a l L h ' p a r ' n t s h ad f o r e n r o 1 l i n g L h <' hi1 d in Lh l' 

Texas Woma n' Univ . r .i ty Nur · c ry h oo l l' ro g r am . Th <' samp l 

w () s c 0 m p 0 s ' d 0 r s 0 h i l l! r ' n ' n r 0 1 J (' d j n II ' n ur s ' ry c ho o l 

pr og r am a n d th e ir par · n t 

13acl\gr ound d a t a for . ach c hil d 1 e r t ak ' n fro m Lh 

"Nur ::;C' ry S c hool Appli ca ti o n , " For m 1 1 , sul>mi LL cd b y th e 

p a r e nt at th Li me of nr o llm n t of Lh ch il d . All tit n c 

s a ry in format i o n wa s r a n . [ ,· r e d t o t h in format i on a r i 

d e sign ed by th e i n v s Li ga o r . 

Th e "Par e ntal Go a l Sh ee t" 1 as d ign d by th e author 

t o in clud e th e ans we r s to a qu lion on th e app li ca tion fo r m 

t hat r ead : "Wh y do yo u want your c hil d t o at t n d nur. 0 r 

schoo l ?" App l i cat ion s da ting s in c e 196-1 1 e r e r i e\\'ed an d 

t he n in e goals l ist e d on th e "P ar e ntal Chcc !.; Sh ee t," For m I, 

f o r t h i s s t u d y \V e r e c o m p i l e d f r o m t h e m o t f r e q u e n t r c s p o n s e s 

to th e abo ve qu es t i on . Th e wor d iny of th e ni ne g oa l s a rc n o 

th e exact wording of th e par e nts but ar e r e p r e e n tat i ve of 

t h e opi o n s most frequ e nt l y exp r e s sed . Th e utilit or i an L 'j ['C 

goals were not list ed as this stu d ) I S curriculu m ori e nt e d . 

16 
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f.ach moth e r in , l uLl ed in th e . tu cly wns contac t ee l by 

t e l ep hon e or by mai l. Til e pCJr e nt was asked to r a nk fiv e 

go a l s mo st li ke h e r ow n fru m th nin e li Lee! b e l ow : 

l ) I mpro r e phy s i a l o o r d i n a t i o n , ~) 1m p r o v t · !> p C' L~ c h d c • v t' l o p -

me nL, 3 ) Incr eas a I> i 1 i t y L o a c ' p t d i r c <: t i o n s f r o m <• d u l t 

tJ) In c r ease ab ility to oop r <J t w i t 11 I il cl r e n :::. ) () vc lo1 

l <Jc! r hip abilit i 6 ) Dcv · J o 1 r t' ' I t i v c · t a I c n t s , 7 ) F 0 s t r 

L h e e n j o y 1!1 n t o f r ' u d i n ~ , 8 ) I n <: r c a · ' b ility to c t ' p t g r o up 

r o u t i 11 c , J n I 9 ) F o s t r d e v 1 p 111 c· n t o f a r t a n t: n: u s i app n · r: i 8-· 

t. ion . Hes pon se w r r cord ·cl on th " Incl i v i duul I l, fOrn!uL i 11 

Card " with th c hil d' n a m t' · n rl t h ' b a c k r o u :1 cl i n f o r m ·1 t i o n . 

Th e tu d y wa con d u c t d un d · r th e as umpt i o n th a t. 

th e y oung e r th par nt s , th h i g lJ c r L h · f' d tt c a t i o 11 a l l · e 1 o f 

th e p are nt s , particul a rly th e mot h e r , tll c mo r e lik f' ly it 

woul d b e that th e g oa l of th e par nt . wo ul d b mo r socinlly 

ori e nt e d . Jt was also a umed hat t h 

child, es p ec ially a boy , 10uld b mo r 

ob c rli e n<: e or skill o ri ent ed goal 

par e nt s of art only 

li k ly to ch oose 

Th e t ec hnique Ol r ank co rr e lati on was used to comp a r e 

th f: vari ab l es . After th e choices we r e ma de hy e ~ch par e nt, 

th e nu mh c r of choi ces was totaled for each var i ab l e . The 

in ves tig ato r applied a r e l at i e s co r e to e ach r ank ing . A 

choic e r a n!<ed in fir s t position vas g1v e n fivt.: poi nt s; a 

SCL:on d p>Jsit ion choice, four po int s · a thir d pos iti o n cho i ce , 

t h 1· e e p o i n t s ; a f o u r t h p o s i t i o n c h o i c c , t i o p o i r. t s ; a n d a 
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fifth fJO S iLion c h o i ce was g i ve n o n e p o i nt . The valu es 

0 h t ;J i II c d by L II i p r o c d u r c \\' e r " r a 11 ~ c t I f r o 111 o n c t o n i n c [ o r 

cac: h goal with a r a n k of nin e r <· pr ·sc nt;n g til e hi g h es t v a lu e . 
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P A H E N 1' A L C H [·: C 1\ S H f~ E T 

(F o r m [ ) 

Pl eas e ll c k on ' or Lh' fo ll ow in ~J st<:~ L cme n L s whi c h 

mo :; t d e rib 's yo ur r a.o n s f or ' nr o lli nu y o u r c h i l d in LIJ 

Texas Woma n' :; Uni v r iL y Nursery c h ool . 

I mpr ov . ph ys i oord in at i on . 

l mpr ov . . p c h d ve l opm n L . 

In c r eus a l.J i 1 i L y t o Cl c p L d i r c· • L i o n f r om adult 

In c r . C! e a l.Ji l i y Lo coop r · Lc wi t h hilrlr n . 

De v e l op l ad r hi p abi li L i 

D v e l o p c r eal iv t a l e n t 

Fo ster th e e nj oyme n t of r ead in g . 

In c r e as e ab ility to a cce pt g roup r ou t i n 

Fos t e r d eve l o pme nt of art an d mu s i c a pp r e ci at i o n . 
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N U H S E H Y APPLICATION 

(f orm II) 

T h i s u l a n k • h o ll l d b t~ f i l l c u o u t a n d f i l c d i rt t h l' 

Nur .e ry c hool lJir ctor ' s Of f i ce in orlcr to p l <..c' yot:r c hild 

o n th e waiting li t . 

Chil d's 1 ame 

!l ome Acldr s 

Nam e 

~~> 1 o y c d _b~v ______ _ 
Ad d re ss ancl 
Ph on~ ~umilcr 

Edu ca tion - anre of 
~_o_)_l f..ll_ c o r co J l c ~.:::.s __ _ 
Deg r ee 
D<1L es at t e nded 

lJ~L of 
13irth 

ll onrr l 'hon t• 

Fat hc r ~lo · i11· r 

Date of hir th 
~---------------- ------ ----- ----

Moth e r, ar e yo u or wil l yo u he 
att e ndi ng TWU ? 

H a e y o u lr a d a c :r i 1 cl i n T 
urs e ry c ho c l b for e '? __ _ 

Wh e n wou l d you li ke to h a e you r chil d ente r n u r · r .. c hool ? 

\\ h y d o y l} u w a n t y o u r c h i 1 d t o a t t c n d n u r . c r school? 

Will you b e wi llin g t o be a n act i v ~ pa rti c i pa nt i n ou r p r e -
en~ pa r e n t progr am th a t has mo nthly meet in gs ? 

I f your chi l d is e nrolled in n u rs e r ) sc ho0l , are you 1·illin g 
to furni sh inf or ma t i o n r e gard ing hi m o ~ er an e xt e nde d ~ c ri od 

0 f t i ~ 1 1 ;~ '( 

Any !\rJc'Wn h ar.ui.cap s of app li ca nt? _ __________ ___ __ _ 
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Wli a L c10 c l or d o you wj s h ca l l er! i n case o f en! ·rgL~ n c y? __ __ _ 

Otl: c r memb e r s of th e F am il y r oup : 

N A M I~ l3l HT! I DATE SEX 
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I N D I V 1 D A L J , FO H MA TJON C A R D - ----- --·---

c 11 r L n ' s :--lA M t ~ 

AGF: Hill 1\ L I' OSlT J0 1 - -------

M 0 T l l E H ' f\ G 1·: Ell ,1\ T I 0:'-1 

EDPC 1\ T l O -----------
GO AL : 

---------



CH APTEH I l l 

P R E E T A T l 0 - --- -----'-- A L Y 

0 F D A T A 

T h c p u r p o s t! o f h c• p r • (' n I s t u d y w <J • t i d• n t i fy t h e 

pa r c nt <t 1 go<.ll t ll Cl t p r 111 p l C' t h t' p a r ~ 11 t t o nrol l th t' ir 

c h i 1 d r ( ! n i n t 11 T xa Wom a n' U n i v · r i L y 1 11 r s r y hoo l . 

Fo r th e pu rp o s o J" ana l y . i . of cia \.l n d d i i. 011 ' 11 ' 

s tudy was d i v i cl rJ i nto t hr p <nt · . P I' t 1 co n · r r 

w i t. h t h c g 0 (I 1 cho n by th p , r e nL P ·1 r L I ( p r L a .i n t o 

th e a n aly s i s of pa r nla l go 1 p r·f r 'nCl' in r 1 t .i on to th 

b ac kg r ound in for mtl J on onc P r n in9 th e pa r ·nt P o r 1 II r s 

r e l a t ed t o til in flu c n of th e hil d ' a ge e x , and o r rl i -

n a 1 pos it io n in th e f amily on th choic e of par nt al goul · . 

An in s tr um e n t e n t i tl t)d "Pa r n ta l Ch ck h !.) c t" ( Form I) 

d e v e 1 o p e d b y t h e a 11 t h o r i n c 1 u d • d n i n c i t r.1 o r g o a J T h e 

ni c e g oa l s we r e as fo ll ows : l ) I mp r o e phy _ i ca1 coo r d in at i o n, 

2) I m!J r ove s peec h deve l opm e n t , 3 ) In crei'l <.: ability t o a ce pt. 

dir ec t i o n s fro m adults , -1 ) In creas ab i l i ty to coop r a e · i th 

c h ildr e n, 5 ) Dcve l o~ l e a de r sh i p abiliti ·, 6 ) D e v e l o~ c r ea tive 

t al e n t s , 7) fo s t e r th e e njo yment of r eaJi n g , 8 ) I n cr ease 

a b il l t y to ac cept g rou p r o ut i n e , an d Q) Fost r d e v e l op me n t 

o f a rt a nd mus i c app r ecivt i o n . Eac h mo t h e r ~a s r equ c. ted to 

23 
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s e l ' c t t h c [ i v · 111 o . t i m p o r t il n t r c n . o n s f o r .~ n r o l l i n g h e r 

child in th e n ur s ' l'Y s · h o ol a n I t o r<t nk t h e f iv t: r n s on s in 

or der of th ir i mportun ~c . 

B '1 c: k g r u n d f o r mati o n c:o nr L rnin g ' il II lli l 1i and 

hi s p a r e nt s w . ob t <l in ·cl !' r om til T e xa s W om an ' ~ niv e r s i ty 

N tt r r y c h o o l A p p l i c <1 t i 0 n ( F o r rn I l ) . Thi . f orm was co m-

pl · t I at th e tim f II r n J 1 Ill' II t [ t il e rh i lrl . 

Th \ ;.~ mpl o n . i . Lf• cl 0 t II r r. l' 01n d rour - y a r -o lrl 

boy and g r l wh o a t t ~ n d • d t II <' 't' • x as Woma n' s niv • r s i l y 

ur s ry hool 1 n h p r in g 0 f ( , an d / o r t h c ummc• r v f 

1969 . A t . t · 1 of 50 c liil d t " n , ~ b o y s <t lld ·r g i r J 1 c r · " , ) -·' ' 
i.n c lul c d 111 th e · tu d y . F o tt r f a r.1 i l i c s II a rl t w o c 11 i l I r t' n a II , 

ma~ in g a t otal of ~ 6 f h r · a n d 16 mo hers . 

P r\RT I : 0 . .\ L P H E F 1-: R E ~ o: 

Four s t of par c ~L s h ad two chil d r e n p e r f am ily 

en r o ll ed in th e nur ry c h o o l. \\h e n r qu e t cj to in d i ca t e 

th e rank or~ e r of g o a l f o r th e ir p re - c h oo l ch i ldr e n, th e e 

mot h e r s r e l a t ~ d th e g c a l d i ff e r ntly for th e to chil d r e 11 . 

Th e r c f •) r e , da a analy i i n P a r L I b as d un go a l o f 

pa r e nt s of 50 chiidr e n r ath e r th a n O t! t he b as is 0f -1 6 s PL : 

of p<tr c a t :: . Th • p e r ce ntag ~ s of pa r nt _ o f 5 0 c hil d r e n s l c rt -

ir. g e a :: h gcal as on e o f th i r fi e cho i c e a r e s h o 1·1 n i r. 

Tabl e l . 



T Al3 . E 1 

PAH E1 TS' SE L[CTlO OF GOALS FOI< T!IE I H 

PH E-SCIIOOL llll.UHEN 

P r 11L s of 
a l C h j J d r<' II 

-~ 
u nr b t • r I' ! ' r · (' 11 I 

l I mprove physic<.il 
coo r,J i n;1 t i on 

1I l mpr VC' p e ll 
d'v J oprn e 11L 

III 

1 

v 

1 

VII 

lll 

In · ll. · ab ility o 
ccep L lir ct i uns 

fr om ad u l 

ao iliLy 0 

oop ' ra w i h 
0 l h r childr 11 

0 vl'lop l ead r h i p 
abili ti 

0 \' l op c r C'a i l' 
t <Jlc ni 

Fo L c r th e E:' nj oym n t 
of r ca<.: i ng 

I nc r ca· a b i 1 i t y to 
acc c pL group r out i ne 

3 ' 

c:o 

18 

36 

30 

2 7 

IX Fo -te r de c lo pmC' nl 

1"8 a r t an d mus i c 
a1:, pr 'c i a tion 

_ _L_ 

66 

100 

36 

- ' ) I -

oO 

5<1 

L 56 

J 
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G o a l I , " I m I' r o v t.: p h y s i c ll l c o o r cl i n a t i (l n , " w ~1 s c h o s t • n 

a tot a l of 13 ti mes . G o 2 l I 1v ll s n o L L h e f i r s L c h o i c e o [ a 11 y 

p a r e n t , I.J u L ~vas L hI ' s co n d h o i c e o f o n c p ;, r c n L , L h L' t h i r d 

cho i cr o f Lhr ' p d r C' n t s , t h e f CJ u r l h c h o i c e o t' t h r c c p ;1 r c 11 t S , 

a n d th e fifth cho i c· of s i x p a re nt s . 

l h C f \'!I' S l n ll li b l ' r 0 f t i Ill C' S [ <l il Y QOc 

T h i s g o a 1 w ;1 s c h 'J s c 11 

1 i .'i t ed . 

0 n L' o f t h r· ~ a 1 s o [ a 1 l n u r s t' r y ~ c h o o 1 s i s I o i 111 p "o v L' 

phy · i ca 1 c ord in at i o n . The T cx<~ W o m ll n ' s U n i v C' 1· · i t y ur s~' ry 

; h o 1 p r o v i d c . o u l d o o r e q · i p m c' 11 t l h a L f o . L h clt'V ] Oi l -

n1 c n t f 1 o r <J e ~ ~ u s r. 1 1 Th "J ung1 Gy m," 1 aq.Jr' s i cl !~ , and 

c 1 i r.1 b i n <J b o x 

to w rk to 

pro i d o p p o r t u 11 i L y f o r a r m a 11 cl 1 c· <J m u s c l c s 

h rr for 1 a rg ~' muscle oordi n nt i o n . Th e v s c 1 ' 

cl a y , hui.1rl i ng b 1 od.. anrl colore crayons p r o \ i d 1· d in door · 

g i v t h c h i 1 d ' h <.l n rl a n d a r m '''us c l e an o pI ' o r t u n i i y f o r 

pr ac ti ce of f in coord in a l i o n . 

Go a l Il, "I mp rov e p e c c h d e e 1 o p 1:1 n t , " w a s n a m I' d b y 

a tot a l o f mo h rs . T1o of th e par nl e l ectrd Goa l Il 

as th e fir l cho i c . , n on e as a second c h o i c. an d thr ~ a 

t hi r d choi c Two p<Jrcnt r ank d thi s goa l in four t h ~o i-

a 

ti on , a n d e i g ht r anked Goal Il in f i f th position . Thi s goa l 

\\'as 5 c l cc t ecl a f ew r nu ro~hc r of t i mes th a n any goa l li st ed 

8 ; c;:>pt Goal 1. 

S peech de c l opm c nt pro g r rsscs r ap idly 2 1 ages thr ee 

an d f our . T h e r c f o r c , t h e i m p r o v e m c n l o f s p c e c h d e \' c 1 o ~· m c n t 

i s ail i n~ p o r t 3 n t go a 1 o f th e n u r s c r y s c; h o o l . S t o r y t i I!!<: ;:: P d 
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dis c us s i o n s ar e d es ign e d to giv e eac h chi l d a n opp o rLun 5 Ly 

to he ar words and phra ses c l ear ly po kc n a nJ co r1 c tly pro-

nounc e d . Adults e n co~rag e eac h child Lo exp r ess hi mse lf 

verba lly. New ex pr ·ss ion s are 1 a rn d f r om ong s anJ poet ry 

i n t r o t.l u c c d b y a d u 1 t s t1 s 1v P L 1 a s b y o L h e r c h i l d r e n . Ad ult s 

r es pon s ibl e for th e pr e-s hool e nviron me nt intr aduc n ew 

concepts and obj ec t 

vo ca bul 3ry . 

whi h a i d in in r cas in g a hi l ei ' 

Goal Ill, "ln cr a c abil.iLy Lo a p L d ir 'c. Lion 

from adult. was th e Lhir t.l most popular goa l b in g 1: o s • n 

a total of 33 Lim es or by 6 p r c nL of Lh par n 1. s • Fiv 

of th e p a r e nt s r anked Go a l IJI in fir L poJiLio n, 1 2 in 

secon d plnc e . Six par e nt s ran ked Goal Ill i n Lhlr d pl.a·c , 

four in fourth positi o n, a nd i x in fifth po s iti o n . 

Th e c hil d is a part of an in -progr progra m in-

vo lv ed in tr aining stud e nts to r e l ate to young chil d r n . 

Po s itiv e dir e ctions and acc e ptance of behav ior b adult. 

i ncreas es th e chi l d's abi li ty to coop e r at e willingly and 

h appily . In creased contact with adu lt s i mp rov es th e ch i l d ' 

acc eptance of n ew persons and new i deas . 

Gcal IV, "Increase ability to coope r ate with ch i l

dren," >vas s e lected a s on e choic e by all of th e par e nt 

in c lu ded i n th e study. A total of 29, or o e r half of th R 

mothers li sted this as th e i r first c hoi ce . T e n of th e 

mothers chose Goal IV as secon d c hoice . Thus Goal IV was 



a fir s t or second cltoic _ of 70 per c nt of th e p 11 r c nt s or 

over th ree -fourth s of th e Lo La ]. Fiv e p a r e nt s r a n ked Goal 

IV in thi rd p o iti on , fo 11r par · nL s in fourth p os iti o n, a n d 

0nly tw o p<lr e nt s pl aced thi s goa l in f i fth po s it io n . 

Th gr o 11 ps of hil dr n in Lh n ur~ery sc hoo l a r ' 

28 

srnC! ll, u s u a l ly 1 2 t o a group . Ea it i l cl i s y i v n i1 n 0 p r r -

t L< n i L y t 0 r!t e L n c w hil dr n hi OWII Ry • . An adu lt il L 1v a y 

pr ese nt a n cl r ildy t o a s i s t th e' hildr •n in f irt din 

ab l ~ so luti on t o il ny d i · agrc ·m n t s th a t rn y a ri 

a 1 r k

E ·1 r. h 

group .._ giv n nu m r ou opportu ni ti o p l iln a n d 1 o r k 0-

<j C th ~ r an d ar c n oura ~J d Lo wo r k anci plr~y LOgl th r in a 

fri e n d ly a n d h armoniou a L m o pIt r 

Go a l V, a s s LetL ed on Lhe "P ar n ta l Ch eck h t , " ~ ·as 

to "U e ve l op l eade r hi p aiJ.ilit i A Lolal of 10 pa r e n t 

only 36 p e r cen t of th total, cho t h i goa l . Only Lhr ·e 

par e nts rank ed Goa l V in fi r L po i Li o n, o n e par nl 1n 

s eco n d position, thr ee par nt s 1n thir d pos iti o n, t1 o pa r ents 

in four t h position, an d ni n e pa r e n ts in fifth position . 

For ma ny c hil d r e n, n urs ry school is th e fir t 

exper i e n ce a1 ·a y fro .t mu th e r . Th e chi l d d is c o· e r th e oth e r 

childr e n and th e r es pons P of th e oth e r ch il dre n be come 

me c.:nin gfu l. A c hil d ca n l ea rn to r e l a t e ef f ec tiv e ly to 

oth er ch il dren in on e of seve r al ar ea . . Tit e e x p e r i e n c e 

of succ ess in crease a child's co n f i dP n CP in hi mse ~f . Th e 



c hilrl' s confid e nc e in hi s ability to l ead be c ome s mo r e 

appCir e nt . Th e nu r se ry sc hool, by pro i diny a va ri e ty of 

a r e a s o f i n t e r e s L a n d a d tJ 1 L g u i d a n c , c n i n c r ' <t s e L II e 

c hild' s d e ve lop m nL of l ead e r s hip ab iliti s . 
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Goal v J' "[) vc l o p c r ea tiv e La l c n Ls " wa s Lh c c o nd 

mo s t popular go a l be in g c l l 0 ' 11 by a L 0 L 1 of 6 p a r e nt o r 

7 ?. pe r c e n t . Fiv e of Lh p a r · n L r an I· e d Go a l v l s L h i r 

f i r s L c h o i c T h i s g :> al wa L h ' ' o nd h 0 j c of n in pu r -

e nt s , th e thir d c hoi ce of nin p a r n t · , Lh fo ur L h c 11 

of s e v e n par e nt , an d Lh fifth c hoi c ' o'f i x por nt 

A wid va ri Ly of r a t i v me d i a v a i l a u 1 L o L h 

ch ildr e n ea c h d a y aL th e n u r s e ry sc hoo l . Ea s l r a int i n g : 

c rCJ yon s , s ci ss or s , and c l a y pro v i d e oppo t Lu ni Li s f o r c r a ...: 

tiv c art activiti es . Mu i c i s pr e n t e d e ve ry d a y in th e 

for m of s in g ing, dan c in g , or rhyth m d e l opm nl. Bu il d in g 

blo ck s a n d a work be n ch giv e an op po r t unity Lo th e mo r 

activ e child to e xpr e s s his cr e otivity. A r e a li s ti c ch il d -

si ze kitch e n g iv e s th e c hil d an opp o rtunity to cr e at 

as it appears to hi m. 

l j f e 

Gool VII, "Fo s t e r th e e n joy n'l e nt o f r a d in g ," wa 

ch e~ k e rl by a tot a l of 60 pe r ce nt or 30 moth e r s . On e pa r -

ent chose Goal VII as th e fir s t choic e , 10 par e nt s r a nk ed 

Go<1l VII as second, seven as thirci, nin e a s four t h , an d 

three as fifth choic e . 
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A r a d i 11 g c n l c r i s p r o v i cl c u i n t h c n 11 r · c r y s c 11 o o J 

cla ss room for th e c hil d r e n . Low s h c l v s , corn f o rt n bl c c h a ir s 

a nd an a s ort mc nL o f c hil d r n ' lit e r a tu r e i s a va il a bl e a t 

a l. J ti m f o r t h h i l d r (' II t C1 II !-> l' IJ )' t h r> lli S L' l V C S , r\du lt s 

ar c a lw a y s r e a d y t or ad a f<lvor i t e bo o k a l ouu o r d i .c u s s 

Cl s tory with a h il d . Th t o r y h o u r o r L h ' t i m c w h <· n 

c n t. i. r c g r o u p o r h i 1 d r l ' n g t1 t h r f 0 r a · t. o r y <l n d d i u ~ s i o n 

i s o n o f t h m o s t n j o y Cl b l <' p a r t r <' <.1 c h d a y <.1 t t h c n u r . c r y 

s c h oo l. 

S 1 i g h t l y o v c r h a l f o r 'i ' ' p c r c <' ti L o r t h c m o t I! c· r 

c h o s c G o Cl 1 V I l 1 a . o n · • o f L h <' i r f i v <' h 0 i T hi g 0 <1 l \1' () 

"In cr cas a bili Ly to a ce pt group r o ut i n F o u r p a r 11 t "' 

r ank rd Co a l VIJl f ir t , fi pa r . nt s r n n kcd t h i 9 a l ·co n rl , 

an d four p a r nl r a n k 'cl i t th i r d . i n c par e n t. r a n k rl Go<:ll 

VliJ a s th e ir fo u rth c h o i c a n d f i \' r a n k d Go a l ' Il l a s 

fifth choic e . Thu a t o t a l o f 2 7 p a r c n L n amed Goa l Vlll 

a s on e of th e i r fiv e ch o i c 

Po sit i v e a d ult gui da n c all ow e ac h chil d t o f ini h 

a chos e n a c tivity . An e st ab li sh ed r o u t in a t l n t h c 

un de r s t n n d ing th at g r o ~ p a ct i iti e s foll o w in d i i rlua l a c t i 

i t i e s • W e l 1 p 1 a n n c d s i m p l e t r a n s i t i o n a c t i v i t i ' s p r c \. e 11 t 

co nfus i on an d l ong p rio d o f un p l an n e d ac ti iti r An 

e s L a h 1 .i s h c d r o u t i n e a i d s e a c h c h i 1 d i n r c a 1 i z i n 9 \', h a t i s 

cxr e .-:. t. e cl of hi m. S e ve r a l a d ults ar e al wa y s a va il ab l e a t t h e 
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nur se ry schoo l to off e r assi s t a nc e a n d gui d a n c." to th t.: in d i -

vidual c hil d i f s uc h guidan ce i r e q11ir ·cl . 

Gonl IX, "F o s t e r d e ve lopm e nt of a rt an d mu s i c apprc-

c i a L i o n , " was s e 1 c Led u y 1 .i 9 h L J. y m o r . tit a n It a 1 f o f tit c 

moth r s as on e of th e fiv c hoic e . A LoLa l of 20 moth ' r 

or 56 per ce nt f a vored Goal JX. 0 n c p Ll r e n L r a n k (' tl G o n 1 1 X 

fir s t, Lw o par e nt s rank I Goa l IX sc o nd , 10 r a n k I Llt i 

goa l third, 10 pnr e nt r a n k d it fourth, and fi v p tl r · nl 

rank e d Goal IX in fifth pl ac · . 

A witle vari " t y of art acti vi Li es a <J ilc> ll c o . 
th e nurs e ry sc hoo l c hi1 dr n ve ry da y pro i d in g o po rLuniti 

for cr e at iv e mani p ul at i on . . a. d i sp l a y of t h chil d r n ' 

cr e ativ e art work a s we ll as appropri a t e .i1 1u t r a t i on ar • 

alway s pr ese nt . A wid e va ri Ly of mu s i ca l in sL ru m nL s a ll ow 

for th e child's exp r ess ion of mus i c . A l arg e li brary in -

elud es a vari e ty of music for li ste nin g, s in g in g, dan~ in g , 

an d rhythm accom pa ni me nt. Sp ec i a l mus i c a nd art a c t i i t i s 

ar e availabl e during sp ec i a l s e a so n s such as Chri t ma 

PART I I: 

BACKGRO U:'-iD 

Th e ag e s of th e par e nts r a ng ed fro m 23 to ~ 9 ye ar . 

Mo r e fath e rs th a n mot he r s we r e ov e r 35 ye a rs of ag e . A tot a l 

3:1 a nd -1 G. of S3 .3 pe r cent of th e pa r e n ts we r e un de r ag e 

pe r cent we r e o ve r 35 ye ar s of ag e (Tabl e II) · In th e ~ g e 
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TA ~U: l I 

0 I T R J 13 U T I 0 N 0 F ~I 0 T II E H A D FAT II E H. 

A C H ll J G T 0 A C ~: G H 0 U P 1 . G . 

-----------
lo t 11 r F · L h c: r . To t a l 

Nu mb e r LJ mll I' I ----- ---- ----
20 - 29 Yea r s L J 6 2 1 22 . 9 

30-3! Yea r 1 20 30 . I 

3~- 39 Ye ars 8 l Ll 2_ 3 . 9 

L)0- 4 <1 Yc ur s 7 9 16 l 7 . . J 

i 

~:_tj 
I 45- tJ<) Ye <Jrs 1 4 

I 
I Tota l tj 6 46 

L 
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r Rng e of 20 to 29 yc nrs , a tot a l of 15 mot h e r s a nd s i x 

f ath e r s we r e in c lu ded . Th i s gr ou p compris e d :...2 . 9 p •r c nL 

of 8 11 th e par e nt s . Th e age r a nge from 30 t o 3 ~ y ars in 

c 1 u d e d 1 5 m o t h e r s ::1 n d 1 3 fa L h t' r . T h i a 9 r n g e co n t a i n c d 

0 f L h th e l a r g c ~~ t p r e nt agc o f p a r e nt , 0 . I pe r c .nt 

tot al . Ra ngin g in a ge fr om 3r to 3 y nr w r · 

a nd l tJ fcsth e r s . Thi . ·o nst i l ut d _ 3 , 9 p r •nt 

i gh t mo th · r s 

of th ' tOL i.l l 

nu mb e r of par e nt Se v n mo th e r s a nd n i n fath · r · , 17 . 

c e n t o f t h e p 8 r c n L s , r a n 9 1; I 1 n a g 

sma ll e~ t cat gor y was 

from 45 to 49 y a r s . 

c omp o d of 

Only 5 . 4 p 

from ·IOLo ll y cn r ~ . 

r ar nL ranying in ag ' 

r c n L of th t ot a l .. on 

p e r 

The 

m o t h e r a n d f o u r f a t h e r , w e r e i n c J u cl cl i n L h i o9 ca t go r 

For th e purpo se of data a n a ly s i both th e mo th e r · 

and t h c fa th e r s wer e d i v i de d int o L w o a ge g r ou r i n g . , n am t ' l y 

" 35 ye ars a n d un der " a nd " 36 yea r s a !l d ov r . ,\I o L he r o f 3 0 

childr e n and f ath e r s of 18 c hil d r Pn we r e in th · yo unge r age 

c a t e g o r y • R e s p o n s e s c o n c e r n i n g f i r t , c c o n d t h i r rl f o u r L I; , 

an d fifth choic e s for eac h goal were t abu l at e d acco r d ing t o 

th e tw o ag e grouping s for mo th e rs a nd fo r fath e r . 

The d a ta wer e analy zed by t he me thod pre i ou l y 

des r-r ib e d . A pr ed e t e r mi ne d va lu e was ass ign e d each of th e 

fiv e r ank ord e r s of choic es for eac h of the nin e goal A 

to ta l valu e for each goal for e a c h age g ro up was det e rmin e d . 

Th e a ss ign e d valu es we r e th e n r a n ke d for eac h g rou p . Th e 

rank corre l atio n t ec hniqu e was used to d e t e r min e th e 
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s i gnificanr e of r e l ation s hip s in th e r aHk ord er of v a l ll f'S 

fo r u o t h n'o Lh e r s and f a\hc·r s . Da t a c on ce rning lh mot h r s 

m<l y u e see n in T ab l e 11 1 . T h e corr e la ti on coc f f i c i c· nt 

0. 817 for mo th c•rs wa s hi ghly s .i gn i fica nt a nd p os itiv • in 

t h c d i r c t i o n i n cl i c 2 t i !1 g L It a t. L h e l w 0 a g g r o up s w . r e q tt i L c 

s imilar in th e ir r l n L.iv 

sc h oo l c hil d r n. 

r n k i ng of g oal f r th e ir r.11r s ry 

T ab J lV h 0W th e an l y s i . f cl <t L a O ll C r n i 11 g f '~t h ~ r s . 

Th e r a n k co rr l a 1 j 0 n v a 1 uc of 0 . 9 -'1:2 wa p 0 s i I i v r' a n d h i g h 1 y 

s i gnifi c<tn t in cl i sa ting th at t h go 1 1 · C t 'cl r 0 r l h c c It j l-

clr li we r e n o t influ r n cl by th ag c 0 f It e fat h r 

In g n e r o l, Goa l I, "I mprov e pl~y s i cc:l coo r d in a ti o n, " 

·a ri d G o a 1 I I , " I mp r o v e p e c h d · c l o p m n t , " r a n k · d l o 1\' <.: s t i ll 

valu es fo r c hil d r e n r c gar d l cs of th e ag of th ~or n t s . 

Go a l lV <lnd Goal VI r a nk ed in f i rst and c con p l ac r ~ ec-

tiv c ly, f o r both ag e grou ps for moth e r s CJ n d al o fa th e r 

Mot h e r s of 39 c hil d r e n r a t ed Goa l I as ith c r fi r t or s co n d 

Childr e n for wh om Goa l IV wCJ e le c t ed a a f ir s t 

c hoic e t e nd ed to h ave fath e rs in th e young e r ag e group . 

Th e ed ucati o n al l e ve l of th e par e nt ra ngP-cl _r om 

t h e c o tn r l e t i o n o f h i g h s c h o o l t o c o m r l e t i o n o f a cl a H c e d 

degr ees inclu d in g med i ca l deg;:- ec s , l aw d e gr ees , doc t orat e 

of philssophy degre e s, an d mast e r's deg r ees in a nu mbe r o 

area s . Table V sho ws th e ed u ca ti o n a l l e ve l of ~ h e par e nt 



TABLE III 

ANALYSIS OF DATA CON CERNING GOALS FOR 50 

Goal 

I 

II 

v 

VIII 

I X 

III 

VII 

VI 

I V 

SCHOOL CHILDRE IN RELATIO N TO AGE OF 

THE MOTHER 

Ag e Group 

35 Ye ars and Un de r 36 y a r a nd 

Valu e Ra nk Valu 

10 1 15 

21 2 10 

34 3 7 

43 4 29 

52 5 16 

60 6 3 5 

6 1 7 26 

76 8 32 

150 9 60 

r' = 0.817 ; df = 7; P < . 01. 

35 

R ER Y 

Ov r 

Ra nk 

3 

2 

1 

6 

8 

5 

7 

9 



TABL E IV 

ANALYSI 01· D TA CO CE HNI G GOAL FOR c: o URSE RY 

SCHOOL CHILDR EN I RELATI O TO AGE OF 

TH E FATH ER 

Ag Group 

Go a l 3 Y a r a nd Un d r 6 Y a r a nd 0 r 

Va lu Ra nk a l u Ra nk 

I . 8 1 17 1. 

II 1 2 17 l. 

IX 21 3 2 

v 2_ 4 1 9 3 

VIII 36 5 37 

VII 44 6 49 6 

III 5 1 7 55 7. 5 

VI 53 8 65 7 . 5 

IV 99 9 1 1 1 9 

r' = 0 . 942 ; df = 7; P < . 01. 

36 
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TA BLI~ V 

II I G H E . " f E lJ lJ C A T I 0 N 1\ L A 1' T A J N ~I I\ T 0 F t\1 0 '!'I I E H S A 1 J) 

FATI IERS OF 50 N HSE!lY SC II OO L Cl lll.llll Jo: 

--
1-l j g h s t MoLh rr. Fat. h (' r Tot a l 

Edu ca tion a l Lev 1 Nurnbrr umiJ c r 
umiJc r p l' r Ce nt 

~- - ----· - --
Hi gh sc hoo l 

gradual 2 7 7 . 6 

Vocat ion a l 
trainin g 3 0 3 3 . 3 

Som e co ll ege 16 6 22 2 . 9 
' 

Coll ege gr ad uate 18 15 33 3~ . 

Adva nced degre e 7 20 ? --I 29 . 3 

Tota l 46 4b 92 
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A l l o f t. h c p Cl r t. i c i p a L i n g p n r e n L s \v e r e It i g h s c h o o l g r a d u a t e s . 

S e ve n p are nt s , t wo moth e r s a nd fiv e fath e r s , h aLl n o for ma l 

ed u co tion be yond hi gh choo l. Thi s constituLPd 7 . 6 p e r ce nt 

of t h e tot<Jl . Thr ee mo Lh t' rs r C'po rt ed vo ca ti onn l tr n ining 

following th e compl ti on of h ig il sc h oo l . A tot a l of -~ 

p a r e nt s , 16 mot h e r s a n d s i x fath r h nrl r c ·e iv ·r l som 0 1 -

l eg e tr a inin g . Thi s co n st itut ' I 2 p r c n t of th e t o t n J 

nu mbe r o f p are nt s . A t ota l of (,9 p<:~r e nt. , _:) m til ·rs nnd 3 r 

f at h e r s , we r e co ll ege graclunte 

comp l e Led any adva n c ·d l c gr ·s . 

0 f t h i n u m lJ P r , :3 . h a d n o L 

A tot l of v n mo th e r s 

ancl 20 f at hr! r S h ad compl L ' l advanc d d gr '' , 2 . 3 p r nl 

of th e t ota l n umu e r of p are nts . 

For th e pu rpo of da ta an aly is , th mo th r r s and 

f a th e r s we r e d i v i ded in to two group , thos e who h ad out <l inC' d 

on e or mor e coll ege degrees an d th o. e who ha d not gra dual d 

from col l ege . Th e ed u catio n a l l eve l of th e mothers d i rl not 

significant l y influ e n c e th e choic e of goal Th rank 

corr e l a tion co e ffici e n t in d i cat ed a sim il arity be twee n th e 

group s (Tabl e VI) . Th e moth e r s with a col l e g e degre rat ed 

Go a l III, "Incr ease abili ty to a ccept di r ect i o n fro m 

adults," as mor e i mporta n t th a n d i d mo l h ers who 1 e r not 

co ll e g e graduat e s . Con verse ly, moth e rs with out a colleg e 

d e gr ee c hos e Goa l VIII, "In c r ease abil i ty t o accept group 

routin e ," more fr eq ue ntly th a n d i d moth e rs who we re coll e ge 
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TALILE VI 

AN 1\ L YS 1 S 0 F lJ AT A C 0 . C E H N J G G 0 A L . F 0 H :i 0 U H 1·: H Y 

SCIIO OL ClllLlJI<EN I HELJ.\TTO! TO ED UCf\T lO 

OF T HE ~IOTHE H 

Ed u a L i 11 il J L 'V(' l 

Go a l No L a Co l 1 'gr r ad u l ' c 0 11 (' g GrCJdu i'lLe 

Va 1 ~~-,] 
-

Hu n k a l u , H ·1 n k 
- c.=... 

I 7 1 10 2 

lJ 16 2 1 1 

v 10 3 23 3 

Ill 2.) 4 80 8 

31 5 3..., -IX 

Vll 40 6 4 7 6 

VI 49 7 59 7 

VII I 51 8 24 -1 

I 
98 9 1 1 2 9 

l 
I V 

r ' = 0 . 7 13; elf = 7; P . 05 . 
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gradu a t e s . Al l oth e r go a l s we r e rank e d s i milarly by t he . t wo 

g r oup s of moth e r s . 

Wh e n dat. a we r e n na ly z c> d on th e b a i s of th e f a th e r' s 

educ a tion, t he r a nk a rti e r c orr e l a ti o n co e f f i c i e nt wa s s i g -

n if i c a 11 t ( T 0 lJ 1 e V T I) . Goa l Vl, "lJ ve l o p c r a ti ve t a l e n t s ," 

was mo r e fr e qu n tly i ndi cn t ' d f o r th e gr ou p of lii ld r e n 

who se fath e r s h a d obt a in e d a ca ll 'g c I ' Qr oa l Ill, 

" 1 n c r ea s c a b i 1 i L y to a · (' p t d i r t i 0 II fr om acl ul t . ," a nd 

Goa l VIII , " In c r cn c ability to ac e p t g r ou p r o ut in e ," \\' Cr c 

rate d hjgh e r for th chil cl r n wh o · f at h r w r c n o t oll ' \l ' 

gr a duate s t h a n for th o c who C' pa r nt w r ' g r a d u a l s . 

PART III : I FL UE CE OF FA CTOH - - - - --- -

CO CE HNI NG Cfl l LIJHE : 

Th e st udy was co mpo sed of 25 boy s a nd 2- girl Th e 

fi ve c h o i c e s o f eac h goal by th e moth e r o f both b o y s a nd 

gi r l s we r e de t ermi n ed an d ar e shown i n Ta bl e VIII . In 

g e n e r a l, th e tot a l n umb e r of cho i c for e a c h goa l \\' r 

quit e s i mi l a r f or moth e r s of both boys an d girl Th e g r e a ! -

es t d i ffe r e n ce 1n c ho i c es fo r boys an d girl s ~ a s Goal I I I , 

bei ng s e l ec t ed mo r e f r e qu e ntly for girls than for boys . 

Wh en th e da t a we r e an a l yz ed on th e basis of s e x d iff e r e n ce -

u s i n g t h e r a n k c o r r c 1 a t i o n t e c h n i q Lt e , t h e r e l a t i e r a n k 

or dt~ r o f goa l s fo r boys and g i r l s v;c r e quit e s i mila r ls e 

Tahl e IX). 
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TABLE VIT 

AN i\ L Y l S 0 1,. D A T A C 0 1 C J·: H l N G 0 A L S F 0 H - 0 U H S E H Y 

S C H 0 0 L C Ill L 0 R E N I H 1·: I , AT l 0 T 0 E ll AT J 0 

Ol· TilE FATIIEH 

--
Edu c-a t i o n a l I. v 1 

-

oal o L a Co J 1 J C' GraclunL . Col 1 · g ' G r -, cl u a L 
!--·--

I 
--

Va l u Ra n k a lu ' Rank i 
----1 

:T I 
I 1 22 1 

I I 2 2c: 2 ,) 
I 

IX 10 3 50 5 

v ll 30 3 

VI 15 5 93 8 

VII 16 6 71 6 . 
I 

v I I I 20 7 55 4 

III 34 8 71 6 . 5 

IV 52 
I 

9 158 9 

r' = . 787; elf = 1; P < . 05 . 



TA BLE VIJI 

C l! 0 I C E S 0 F N 1 r: G 0 A L S In 1-' A H E T S 0 I; 

5 0 N U H S E H Y C II 0 0 L C 1-1 l L lJ H 1·: 

Goa l ~---,-----t~ m b c r ~ C h o i c s -------1 
Fir t S ond~-d F ou · t~f- L h T oL<_II 

~~==-'~-==~======~======~~~~======~±=~==~~==,~~ 
Go a l 1 

Girl s 0 0 1 7 
Bu y. 0 1 2 0 3 6 
T 0 t 'I l 0 1 ~~ ~~ () 1 '\ 

---~--~--+--~---~--~-~-~-+--~~4-~~~ 

Goa l II 
Girl s 0 0 l c: 

B o y s 2 0 1 j 

~-~l~·o~t~~ ~l-~---~2--~-~0~~---~3· -4~~2~-+--~0~-~~1~~--
Goa l Ill 

G i r 1 s 
Boy s 
T o t a l 

I G o~ 1 lV 
I G i r 1 s 

Bo ys 
1--- Tot a l 

Go a 1 V 

1 
I} 

s 

16 
1 
29 

6 
6 

1 2 

~ 

5 
10 

3 

2 
') 

1 
3 
-1 

2 
-I 
6 

I 
1 
33 

1 2 .'i 
1 2 ,) 
:2 50 
-l--_:::...::__~ 

Girls 2 0 1 2 - 10 
B o y s 1 1 2 0 -1 8 
Total 3 1 3 2 9 18 

~-~~~~-~~~-+--~-~-~~----4--~-+-~~~ 

Go ;d VI 
G i r l s 
Boy s 
Total 

Goa l VII 
G i r 1 s 
Boy s 
To ta l 

Go ;:ll VIII 

2 
3 

1 
0 
l 

Girls 2 

I Boys I' 2 
Total -1 

I 
! Goa l rxj_ 
l Girl s 1 
' 

L_ ~~ r: l ~-~ 

J 

<I 
9 

5 
5 

10 

2 
3 

2 
0 
2 

J 

9 

3 I 
4 
7 

-1 I 
3 
7 

3 
6 
9 

3 7 
1 2 
cl 9 

-I 
2 
6 

2 
1 
3 

3 

19 
11 
3b 

1 ~1 
16 
30 

16 
11 
27 

6 J I 1 1s 
<I J -1 13 

10 1 -~1~o-~--~~-~~2~o~ 

42 
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TA I~l.E l X 

A N A L Y . J . 0 F lJ A T A 0 . 1·: H 1 G L 0 1\ L . F 0 H ~~ 0 HSEHY 

S C [I 0 0 L C II ll. D l<l-: . A C C 0 IW I (; T 0 l: X 0 F C II 1 L D 

----
('X 

---------
Co al j r L noy 

~-~~ H;: nk ;} l tl (' I-~-n-~ --

~--
- ---------I: 1 2 tl :1 

12 /. 13 

I v :...2 3 19 2 

I VI l l j_ 4 . 1:' <I 6 

IX 42 Lj • 26 -1 

VI I1 43 6 3 - 5 

I ll 47 7 58 6 

VI 54 8 5 ,1 7 

IV 109 9 101 9 

r' -- 0 . 90 l; d f -- 7 · . ' p < . 0 l . 



The aiJcs of th e childr e n r anged from t wo years ll 

month s t o fiv e years 11 mo nth s . F o r t h c p tt r p o s c o f a n u 1 y s i s 

th e gro up wa s diviJ crl int o two cat e gori~ s . Th f i r s t a t e-

g o r y co i1 L <-t i n i n g 1 S c h i 1 d r t' n w ~l s 1: o m p o s c J o f a 1 l c h i 1 cl r c n 

und er four ye ars of ag . Th · . eco nd category c o n tainlng 

35 c h iltl r c n wa · composed of a ll hil dr n <J bove th (J f 

four y ear ~ on e mo nth. Th L c h n i c: u o f ran:.: co r r f' 1 ·1 t i o n 

s how ed the r · l aL iv e rt~n k ulu ' wc r s i mil ar f o e b th .gc 

gr,ou f.l (T uble X) . 1' he g r e a L · t. d i r f c r (' n c" i n r a n k o r d · r w ·1 :.; 

for Goa l V, " De v" l op l cadc r .h i p "bi liti ·s ." Thi W ·1 S l h t' 

l o w c s t r a n k i n g g o a 1 f o r y 0 u n g 0 r c h i 1 d r ' n li n rl L h e t h i r d I o ·.~ -

e s t r a n ki n g goal fo r o l der chi ldr e n . 

Th e orclinttl pos i tion of th e chilir n in Lh c f<:~rn ily 

was d e l rmi n d . T h e r e we r c 1 l c h i 1 cl r n 1·1 h o w r c t h e o 1 rl c :, L 

of two or more c hil dren , igh t only childr e n 26 who 1,· r 

th f: youn ges t of t wo o r more c hil dre n, an d thr ee ch il dren 

r ep r ese nt at iv e o f oth e r or d in a l po i tion s ithin th · famil 

Th e 50 chi l d r e n wer e divid ed int o t wo groups . 

childr e n and only c hil d r e n composed on e ca go r 

childr e n we r e in c lu d e d i n th e s eco nd categor y . 

Th e o l d t 

Al l oth e r 

(Tabl X 1 . ) 

Th e r ank ord e r corr e l at i on techniqu e yi e l ded a rh o alu e 

0.929 which wa s highly sign i f i ca nt r egardle of th e ordin a l 

po s iLion of th e chil d in th e family, t he r e l at i ve i mpor t a nc e 

assign e d to th e nin e goals was s i mil ar . Th e d ata do no t 

support th e as s umption that young e r par e n ts a nd mo r e hi gh ly 
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TJ.'.I3U: X 

ANA LYSIS OF DATi\ CO CE H lNG GOAL .· FOH :iO N H EllY 

S CII OOL ClllLDRE AC ORIJJ G TO 1\Gl:: OF CfllLil 

Ag e of Child 
-· 

Go<:d L ess Lit ~ n Four y a r s Four Yc nr s Cllld 0 

V a 1 u ' Rank a lu ' L - ~ -

v 6 . 1 3:> 

I 10 2 l. 

I I 1 5 I 3 16 2 

VII I 18 I 4 57 -1. :-

IX 26 :1 42 I 

I VI I. 3 0 

I III 3 2 

l ::J_:~ 

6 - 7 L 

7 73 

8 62 

9 153 9 

J. 5 

8 

7 

r' = 0 . 9 0 4; df = 7 ; p < . 01 . 



TJ\ 13LE XI 

ANAL.YSJ S OF D Ti\ CONCE I\1 lNG GOAL FOH SO UfbEHY 

S C ll 0 0 L CHI L 0 R EN A C 0 l<D I 1 T 0 0 H lJ J N A L P S IT 1 0 1 

0 P' C II l r . D l FA ~I I I . Y 

-=1- 0 r d i n <.1 l I' o s i l i on i n F ;; m i 1 y 

0 l cl l o r 0 n 1 y ~Yo 11 n u <' . t o [ T \\' o o r 
Go a l C h i l d ~I o r II i 1 I r c n 

r-----~~-a--1-u-==- ~~~~ t V a 1" 1--H--<J-n-k---l4 
l JO 1. 5 lS 

II 10 

v 19 

IX 20 

VIIl 30 

III 33 

1. 5 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

2 1 

2 

5 

"7 ' ) ,_ 

' 9 

67 

2 

3 

5 

8 

6 il ':: :: I 
__ r_v __ ~----7~ ____ 1 ____ 9 ______ L__r_2_3 __ ~---9--~ 

r' = 0. 929 ; di = ;; P < . Ol. 
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e cl u c a t e d r a r e n t s , p a r t i c u l u r 1 y m o t h e r s , 1v o ul d m o r e l i k 0 1 y 

c h oo se so c i a lly ori e nt C'd g oa l s , nor th f' aS umption th at 

p a r e nts of a n o nly c hil d , rs p e c i a l Jy a ~ o y , wou l d b e mo r e 

l i k c l y t o c 11 o o s c• o lJ e J i t' 11 c · o r s k i 1 1 o r i <' n L <' d g o <l l s . 

1)/ 

Po · i~l · r ea o n s for th hi g h · r r n k in g of Gon l Il J 

b y p a r • n L s ~~ i L h o l d r c h i 1 cl r • n m i u h t b • t h l' i n r c o s l' d n e d 

for ol> c cl i e n cc in Lh II O!llC u 'l t i o 11 o r p o s s i b 1 y a r <' o u 11 i z d 

n c d eri ing fr om th 

high r r a nki~g of Goa l 

om p a ri s o n b · t w e n hil d r · n . 

l, Vll, t> n d Vll l h p J r nt 

Til l~ 

0 ( 0 11 1 y 

c h i l d r e 11 a n d o l d :; t c h jl u r • 11 c o u 1 d h \" h 0 n ·1 t t r i I u L d L o a 

n c cl f o r c n r i c h 111 n L o It t .i d Lit e h om '2 . Possjll C' influ ·nce of 

old e r l.;r o th c r a n d i s t c r s cu n b r co niz e ci by ob sc r ing 

th e fir s t t wo goals li s t cl on Lh ''P a r e nt al 

"Imp rov e !J hy s i. co l coo r cl in at 'o n," anJ " l rn pro 

h ec k h (' (' J II 

p ~c h tle \·e lop-

me nt . " Tw e lv e of th e 30 c h.il rl r e n, about 10 p r c e nt co n -

sid e r ecl th ese t wo g oa l s i mpo rt ant . Onl y 25 p r ce n t , th a t 

is fiv e out of a p oss ibl e _o ch il d r e n, chose ti P - o.l , go al 

f or old es t or only ch il dr e n . 



CH APTEH lV 

S !] :\1 M A R Y A N D C 0 N C L V S I 0 N 

TIJ L; pur pose of th e pre •nt s tu d y h a . be' n to C L ' r -

min e th e typ e of gool. th e p are nt s h <1d for e nr o llin ~ th e 

c h i 1 rl i n t ll e T ex<: s W om a n ' s U n l v e r s \ t y u r r y (' h o o 1 ,. ll ' n l o n , 

Texas . Certain b ac k g r ou~ f ac t or s c on ' 'ning til par e nt a n d 

th e child were a naly zcrl in r e l a ti on t o Lh c gool 11 gool " 

of th e par e nts we r e obtain ed a n d r eco r d d on t h " P a r. n a l 

C h e c k S l1 c e t " ( F o r m I ) , d e s i g n e d l.l y L h c i n v s t i Q a L o r . I n c l ud d 

in th e ba ckg roun d infor mat i on co n c rnin g t h e par e nt va s h 

a g e o f t h t=: m o t h e r a n d t h e & g ~ ~ o f t h e f a L ll . r . Data ir. f o rma- · 

tion also includ ed th e h ig h c t e d1t c at io n J e l r ach ed by 

both th e mo th e r 8 ll d th e fath e r. B a c k g r o u n d i n o r 1';1 <:l i o 11 f •) r 

each child in c lu ded ag e , s ex , a n d or d in a l po s i ti o n of th r 

child in th e family . T h c b a c k g r o u n d i n .f o r m a t i u n ~~ a s o b t a i n .: d 

f r o m t h e T e x a s W o m a n ' s U n i v e r s i L y " N a r s e ;· y S c h o o 1 r\ p p l i c a -

tion " (Form II) . 

Each moth e r wa s contacte d by t e l e pho ne a nd a_k cd to 

compl ete the "P<tr e nt a l Check Sh ee t" hy ch P. cking th e f i \e 

gool s thdt wer e ~1 o s t li ke h e r o wn r cosons for e nro l lin g h t.r 

child in th e nurs e ry school . In all in s t a n c e s t h e moth er 

gav e this information . 
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E~ c h choic e wn s g iv e n a r e l at i ve s co r e . A c h o i c 

r <r n k c r! i n f i r s l p 1 a c e w a giv e n a sc or e of f i ve, s ca nt! 

pl ace a sco r e of four .• third p l a c e a scor e of thr e e , fourth 

plnr.c a sco r e of two , and f i ft h pla u · or of on e . Th t' 

g o a 1 ~· w c r c r a n k e tl i n t h ( ~ f o 1 1 o 1 i n g o r r by tIt m o t h t' r • . 

Goa l IV, "In c r ·a c: ab ility t o oop ru t c ~d h ot t. r h .i 1 d r ' n ," 

wfls r a nkr' d hi oh cs t; Ga o l VI , "D v l op r at i v L CJ 1 n I S ' ' I~ U s 

seconrl .; a nd Goal I ll , " I n r ' a . c ab ilit y to a c p I d i r L' . l i. 0 n : 

f rom au ~~ l t s , " w u s r a n k c r! 1 n t h i r cl p o s i t. i o n . Go al 1 1 , " F o s r· r 

th e e n joym e nt of r e ad in g ," wa s r at J i n f o urt h p os i ~ i o n · 

Go 8 l. lX, " F o~t e r c!cv c 1 op m n t of art an d mr r ar p r c iat. i o r 

w u s f i f t ~l ; a r. cl G o a 1 V 1 1 1 , " ln c r a s c a b i l i I y o (1 c pL g r oup 

routin e ," wa s sis h . R3nk crl in th e la s t t wo r o i Li o n . b y 

Lil t~ par e: n:·. s we r e Gor~l 1, "I mp r o c p n y s i cal c oo r ' i ' ' ' i on ," 

a n d Go a l II, "J m~rove sr e c h ~ c cJo pme nt." 

T h e t e c h rr i q u 8 o f a n a 1 y s i s u s d w cl ~ t h a L o f r a n k o r d e r 

corr c l 0tion . Ea c h c h o i c e w::1 g i ve n ~ r l a t i ve s co r Th e 

vari ab l e s compared we r e : ag e of moth r , ag o f f a h e r 

educ.ution a l at t ain me n t of mot her , e d t• c aliona l att.ai n m n of 

fat. h e r, a nd age , six, a n d or d i n ll l pos iti o n of th e ch il d in 

th e fc.m ily . '1" 
.1 n c vor.ie~ l.) l c s 1v c re h i g .1ly co rr e lat ed sh ow in • 

th ai. th e re was li ttl e d i ff e r c n cF.! in r a n ki ng t h e g o al s by h e 

p ar e nts . 

The sa mple c o ns i s t e d of n ll mi dd l e-c l a ss o r u • F ~' ~ -

!l1 i ~~ ~ d l t~ - c l a s s r a r e ll t s . Th ll "'o l e . i zc n e ct' s · it ated • , e :::; ; :~ a s J ,;, . . 



th e combining o f data that d i e! not a ll ow fo r as fin e a n 

analy s i s as miyht h a v e b c ~n po s. ibl e wi Lh a l arg e r group . 

II ad i t b e c n p o ibl e to u sc mor e th an o11 t: ty p of nur se ry 

s c h o o 1 s i t 11 a L i o n , m o r c cl f i n i L c t1 i f f r c· n c C' u u l d h a v ' b c I' n 

a re s ult . Mor e p . c i f i c vc.r i rtb l cs s u c h a. o c up at i o n of 

th e moth e r and f a th e r could hav b 11 mo r e r·v cu l in g . 

T h e au t h o r i n v s t i 9 a t ed on 1 y a s m a ll fa c ' t o [ h l ' 

ar ea of par e n ta l go a l . P a r nt <J l go n l s 111 r . lat ion t th t: 

b e h av ior of th e c hil d ~ould h ow i g nif i ~a nt tlif f <' r n 

n o t [ o u n d i n t h 0. p ;· <' ·· n t _ t u , y . Th e .at i · fa c ti o n of p a r -

e nt a l g0 a l s by <1 particul ar typ of iL ua ti r. co ul d ~on-

tribut e to r ~C: P- arc h in thi !: ar ea . 

:iO 

Th e pr e se nt s tu dy points o u t th n e c c s i t y o f h a \" i n g 

a knowl ed g e of par e ntal g oa l and t h a d ju l m<' nl of th cur-

riculu m accordingly . It al o po i ~t out th n ee ity for 

ampl e opportunity for th e d v c l opm e n t of so c ial .k i lls on 

th e pr e -s c h oo l l e ve . 
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