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Chapter I 

Intr oduction 

Concern for parenting c ombi~ed with t he ubiqu i t y o f 

t ele v ision in u·.e ho me led t o th i s study of p a r e nl c:ll C:J t t l -

tu des . T elevi~ion is 8 n exper ie nce sh ar e d b y ne a rl y al l 

Amer ican fa mili es . T he 1 970 Uni t e d Sln l s Ce n s u s r cp o rtP-d 

t h a t 9 6 ?6 o f a 11 h o u s e h o 1 d s a 11 d 9 S - ;I 9 ?~ o f t h e h o u s c h o 1 d s i n 

whic h childr e n or adolesce nt s li v~ contain a t 1 as t on e s rt 

( tv! u r r a )' , R u b e n s t e i n , & Co m s t o c k , 1 9 7 2 ) . 

B o t h t!1 e n u m b e r o f c h i 1 d r e n 1v h o v i e 1v t 1 e v i s i o n cl n J h e 

n u m b e r c f v i e 1·1 j n g h o u r s <J r e i r.1 p o r L a n t . 1h c p rcenla <Je or 

c h i l d r e n \v !1 o 1·1 :J t c h t e 1 e v i s i_ o n i n c r . · s c s r a p i d 1 y 1-1 i t !1 D u c s o 

t t' a t 8 5 ?~ o f a 11 5 - y c a r -· o 1 a c h i 1 d r e n a r c r c g LJ l · r v i c v-1 c r s . 

It has be en e s timat e d th a t chil dre n beg i n 8Ct iv ly watchin g 

t e levi s ion at 2.8 year s of ag "' (Sch r a mm , Lyle , & Pnrh:cr , 

1961) and th a t childr en spe nd a g r ea t deal o f tl me ln tele 

vi sion viewin g . The Ne ilso~ ratin ~ r epo r ts fo r No v mbc r , 

1975 s tat e d that chil dren age J 2 lo 11 1-'Jatch ed t e l e v _;__ s i o r1 

3.50-3.75 hour s p e r dCJ) 'e ilso r:, 975 ) . 

Much r e sea rc h h os fo c us ed on t he con t rnt o f te l c: v is .L Oil 

pro gramming . As ea rl y 3S th e l 95 0s tt ,e nu mb er and types cf 

c h a r a c t e r s t e r e o t y p e s p o r t r J y e c o n t e 1 e i s i c n 1·: e r e n o t e d 

(Head, 1954). Lat e r r es c a ~ c h dete r min ed t hat th e re were 

u n e q u al r c P r e s e ---: t a t i o n s o f fTl i n o r 1 t y a n d f e m !3 1 e c h a .::- a C' t. e :- ~ : 

j_ 
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and that thes e portra yals we re generally s t ereo ty pic 

( Co urtney & Whip ple , 1974 ; Dohrma n, 1 975 ; Long & Sim on , 

19 74 ; Stern glanz & Se r i n, 1974) . Th e s x a n d r ace of Majo r 

charac ter s on t e l evisio n durin g th p riod from 197 5-77 were 

compared to th e sex a nd r ace ch a retct ri s ti cs of the Unit e ci 

State s pop ul at i on for 1 976 . w s n o t e d t h n t G 2 . 7 ?; o f t h c 

t e le vi s ion c h a ract ers were whit e ma l e s al l ho u gh o nly 39 . 9~ 

of the popu lation fit thi~ cat e gory (CCR , 1 9 79) . 

Comm ercials h a v e b e n n olh e r ar ea o f inve t i9a ti on . 

A s "' n s t r u c "' i t h p r o 9 r a m m i n g , t h e 1-1 o me n p o r t r a y d i n c o 111 m e r -

cials were 11 nd c rr ' pr ·c nt cd a nci l1ighly s tcr otyp ed 

( Courtney & Wh ipp l e , 1974 ; S r e i c h r , 1 9 74 ; Ve r na , 1 9 7 5) . 

Portrayal s of vi ole nce in c ommercials d irc c d t o wa rd 

c hildren wer e prohibit d in 1975 by th cod o f th e Na i o na l 

Assoc i a tion of Ur oaJ c a s t e r s ( 1SF , 1 975 ) . 

Th e amount of viol e n c e i n tele v i s ion p r og ra mm ing ha s 

also been studi e d . Gerbner do c u me nted that app r ox i ma tely 

93~ of th e Sat u rday mo rnin g car oo n s in the mid 60 s con 

tained viol enc e (Ge r b11e r , 1 96 9 ) . Durin g e vening pr og r am s 

a~ act of vi olence occurre d every 16 . 3 minute s ( Dillon, 

19 68) . In 1 971 Barcus (1971 ) dete r mined th a t 71 % of al l 

Saturday morn ing chi ld r e n' s p rogr a mming con ta ined so me typ e 

of v i olen ce . 

Rese a rch has al s o centered o n the effect s of tel e vi s i o n 

on childr en. S t u d i e s h 3 v ~ s h o \vn t h a t e x p o s u r e t o s t e r e o t y p e d 
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ro les on t el e vi s ion \V as link ed t o tr adi tion a l ide ntifi c atio n 

of rn a 1 e a nd f e nr a 1 e o c c up a t io n s ( 8 c u f , 1 9 7 4 ; F r e u h & ~ ~ c G h e e , 

1975 ; Miller & Ree ves , 1 976 ; Pi ng r ee , 1 978) . Acc or d in g to 

two s t ud i es , c hildr e n l ear n aggre ss i v e r espo nses t hr o u gh 

ob se rv e d viol e nce ond th ese e f fect s e n dure ove r a t l ea s t a 

6-rno nth pe ri od (Oa n d u ra , Ro ss , & Ross , 1 963 ; H~ n r n tty , 

L i e b e r l , t·1 o r r i s , & F e r n a n I c z , 1 9 6 9 ) • 

Yo ung child re n h a v d iffic u lty u nrle r st ndi n y th e 

c o n c e p t o f a c: o rn me r c i a 1 . 0 n e s L u d y f o u n d t 11 a o n 1 y 4 7 ?~ o f 

t h e childr e n tested und c r slood Lh c real i n ten t of ommcr-

c jal s (Ward & Wachma n, 1 973) . Cl ildrc n CJ n ~rally u sc cl 1 s 

s u c h t:Js dur Rt ion a n d a ff e c t to di f r en t in b e w n p r c lJ r P n, 

an d c o mmer c i a l ( \'la rd , R t:J l c , Levi n so n , 1 973) . 

Although se v e r al aspects o f c hil dre n ' s t levi ion 

pr ogr a mming a n d vi ewing hav e bee n res ea rch J , the s u bj. c t of 

p a r e ntal a t titud es t owa rd c hil d r e n' s u se o f t e l e v is i o n h as 

been r e l atively un ex pl o r ed . Thi s r esea rch ge neral l y f a ll s 

into four cat eg orie s : pa r enta l att itu de s t oward c omme r c i a l s 

on ch i l dr e n ' s pro g r amming , pa r enta l bel i e f s o f the in f lu ence 

of t e l evi s ion on c h i l d r e n, pa r enta l attit u des toiVard vi o 

l ence on tel e vi s i o n, a nd pa r e n ta l c ontr ol of ch il d r e n ' s 

televi s ion vi e wing . At this d ate no r esea r c h c o uld be 

locat ed wh ich explo re d parent a l c onc e rn s with r o l e mod e l s 

provid e d by t e l e vi s ion . In re ce n t ye ar s p are nt a l a t titud es 

t o \'18 r d c h i 1 d r e n ' s t e 1 e v i s i o n v i e 1..; i n g h R v e n o t b e e n e -..: p J o :r e d 
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alt ho ugh the am ount of t e l e vi sio n v iewing by young childre n 

has been do c umented . No r e s e a r c h c o u 1 d b e 1 o c a t e d ~~ h i c h 

was d i r ec t ed to all fiv e areas of cone rn . 

St. c:~tement of the Pr o bl e m 

Th e pau city of s tu dies m y b r c ln cd to the lack of n 

V8lid , r e li able instrume n t to ass e s s p r e nlal atli ude s in 

vari ou s areas . Although indi v idual studies relat d to 

pare n ta l a tti tudes t oward comm rei l s) parent 1 a tlitu de 

towa rd televi ion violcn c , par nta l b lief s of t l1 infl u

e n P. of t e l e v i s ion o n c hildr n , a n I pnr nt a l con trol of 

child r e n ' s t el vi sio n vi wi n g , no tudy l so i nc lu d d con -

cer n for rol model s . o ;;) t u d y r c v i e 1v d e n m i r1 e d a 11 o I 

t.ll ese a r eas , n o r did s tu die s p r ovi d dat on ll v a lidi t y or 

reliability of inst ru men ation ( Bar ·u s , 1974; Culley , 

Laza r, & Adkin , 1976; Ep ein & 8ozl e r , 1976 ; He s s & 

Goldma n, 19 62 ; Rari c k , 1 973 ; Rap r Or9anization , 1 975 ; 

S t r e i c h e r & 'f/ u r t z e 1 , 1 9 7 4 · \~ u r t z 1 & S u r J i n , 1 9 7 7 ; 

Yank e l o vit c h, Ske l ly , & Whit e Inc ., 1977 ) . Th e literature 

sugge s t ed t.h a t p a r e nt s of 3 - year - old chilr:lcen c,nd parents :Jf 

8- year -ol ci chil dre n may diffe r in t hei r a~ t itude ~ to ward 

t e 1 e vi s io n c. n d that ra r er, t s m a ·} fee 1 n1 ore st r ong 1 y about 

one s ubj ect a r ea t ha n a not he :r ( Ba r cus , · 976. ; Roper Organiza 

t.i on, 1 9 7 5 ). 
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Th e need for a more co mpreh e n s iv e st udy, f o r a dequat e 

meas urement , and for exploration of possib l e parent dif fe r

e nces l e d to this st u d y . 

Purp oue 

Th e n e ed fa~ desc ri ptive i nforma ti o n on parenta l at ti

tu des led to t h e speci fj a ti on uf th ree p ur poses . Th · 

pri mary purpo se was to de ve l op a v a li d , reli ab l in s tru men t 

t o asses s par 8 nt a l a ttitu des t owa rd th e f ollo wi n g : televi-

sia n vi olen ce , comme rci a l o n c ld l d r n ' s rrogrnmming , r o l e 

models pr o vid e d by t c: J evisi n , th influ rr r. o f televi s ion 

on c hil dr e n, a n d pa rent a l co nt rol o f c hildr e n ' s L levi s ion 

viewin g . T h e s e c o n d p u r p o :; e ~~ a s L o a s s P s s t h P r l · l i v e 

c o n c e r n s o f 8 .l l p · r e n L s t o vi n r d e <I c lr s u b j c L a r c a . The tlri :- d 

purpo se was t o c o mpare th e a lt it u des o f parent s o f 3-year

old c hildr en and fHHent s of 8 - y a r - o l d childr n in ea c h of 

th e five s ubje ct are as . 

Research Hypothes s 

Th ese purp oses l ed to the identification o f s ix 

research hyp ot heses . 

1. There is a signific8nt di ff e renc e bet wee n t he f lv e 

s u bj e ct area s in t h e l e ~ els of concer n e pressed by Lhe 

tot a 1 par e 11 t sa r,r I-' l c . 

2, Ther e is a s_g n i fi c an !: ::J i ttf'r enc t> bct1 ce n pa r ents 

of 3-y e ar - o ld chi l dren a n d parents o f 8 - year -ol d ch ild r en in 

1 e v e 1 s o f c o n c e r ;1 a b u u t t el c v i s i o n v i o 1 e n c e . 
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3. Th er e is a s i g nifi ca nt dif fer e n ce betwee n par e nt s 

of 3-year - old c h i l d r e n a n d pare nt s o f 8- year-o l d c h i l dren 

in le v e l s o f con c e r n ab ou t comm e rcia l s on ch i ldre n' s 

p r o g r 8 rn m i n g . 

4. Th e r e iH a sig nif ira n t d i f f e r e nc e be t ween paren t s 

of 3 -y ~o r- o ld c h i l dr e n a nd p a r e nt s of 8-year - old c hil dren 

in le v e l s of c on c e r n abo u t rol e mod l s provided b y t le -

vi s io n . 

5 . Th ere i s n si~ nif icant diff e r n ee betwee n parens 

of 3 - yca r -- o l d c h i l dr e n a nd p· renl s of 8 - y a r-old childr e n 

i n le v e l s of c oncer n abo ut t h 

c h il dr e n . 

i r1 luen e o f t l c vi s i o n on 

6 . T h e r e i s a s i g n i r i c a n t u i f f e r e n c c b e t. v1 c ') p u r c r; s 

o f 3 - yeCJ r- o l d c hi l dr e n a nd p rents of 8 - ycr:J r-old ch il dr n 

1 n c ont r ol o f chi l d r e n ' s t clc vi ion v ie wing . 

Del imitation s 

T h i s s t u d y 1v a s d e 1 i rn i t e d t o Cl s a m p 1 e o f 2 7 p a r e n t s o f 

3 - yea r - o l d chi ld r e n and 27 p a r en t s o f 8-year - old c hiJ d r c n 

who r es i d e in th e o r th Central Te~as area . t t i t u d e s v1 e r e 

lirnit e d t o sel f-r eport s i n fi v e sub j e.ct c:reas : parental 

attitu des t oward telev i sic n v io l e nce , paren tal a ttit udes 

to wa rd co mme r c i a l s o n chi l dr en ' s p rogra mm in g , p a r ental 

a ttitu de s tow a r d ro le madels pr ovi ded by t e le v isio n, pRrental 

attit u des t oward the influen ce of t elevision on childr e n , 

a n d p a r ~nta l co ntrol of childr e n ' s t elevision v iewin g . 
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Li mitation s 

Thi s study was descr iptiv e and was li mi ted by i ts 

desi gn to th e identific atio n of data which might provide 

a bas i s for predictiv e st udie s . Thi s samp le was volunta ry 

an d th e d a t a were co ll ected by self-report . The parenls who 

res ponded were pr obably tho se who wer e con e r ne d wilh tele

visi on and th ei r attit ud s may no t acc ur at ly hav reflect ed 

tho s e of oth er parent s withi n th comm un ity . ln fact , th e 

a ttitude s as report e d may not be p r _,l imed o refl c t 

be h a vior. 



Ch a pt er II 

Re view of th e Literatur e 

Th e s ub ject. of television is di sc u ssed wid ely by other 

types of media . New s papers c ontain articles 8 l e rt.ing 

pare nt s to th e harmful e ffect s of tel e vi ion vi ewing an 

popu l ar magazi n es a nd book s gi v e advice on ho w to l imit 

c hildre n' s v iewing . Resea r ch on tel evision 1 s r lo ively 

new as we ll a score . Onl y two tudi · of p ~t r -. nt.3l r eac-

t io n s to chi 1 d r en ' s t e J e v is ion prior to t h ~ 7 0 ~; 1•1 e r located 

in th e lit e r ature . Th e . e st u di s indicot e d l ' en t CJ 1 0 -

ce rns about tele v i s ion in fl u en and Lhe amo un o f vioJ ne e 

existi ng on t levision in Lh e c rly 6Gs . 1 n th 70 c , other 

r es earche r s exp lo red R vari ty of faclor ~ . [ n h i s r eview , 

the res ea rch is repo rt ed as it rcl otcs to violence , commer -

cia l s , influ e n ce , control , role :n od cls , and in s tr um notio n . 

Te l e v ision iolenc -------------------------
As early as 1 962 , 66 % of the 99 fa milies intervie we d 

b e 1 i e v e d t. 11 8 t t e 1 e v i s i o n 1v a s l o o \' i o 1 c n t r o r c h i 1 ·J r e n 

(H ess & Gol dma n , 19 62 ) . Fifteen years later , a s urv ey 

conducted b y Ynnk c lov j t c t , Skell . z, \/hi c , Inc . (19 7 7) fnt.:nd 

th a t 3 4 % o f the 1,23 0 midd J e- class fnmiliP~ q~estjoned wer e 

·2 on-: e r r1 e d a i> o ut t he a m o u n t 'J f v i J 1 c;; r:: ~ thE· i r c h i 1 d r c: n vi 9 r e 

see in g o n t ele vi s ion . Ar.othc>r stud'! of middle-c1 8:>::: ?Pr2nt~ 

found lh<Jl 6 3 ~~ of the ll tl l) cll'Cf'lt:::> S t ll' ~ y ed s.irl :-·c. t. t-_t-'j_r,!: 

8 
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th a t tel e vi s ion was too v io l e nt for th ei r childre n 

(Eps tein & Bozl e r , 1976) . When contr as ted to s t u d i es in 

t he ea rly 6 0 s , it would ap pear th at concer n for v iole n ce 

less e n ed . Ho we v e r, o th~r s tudi es i ndicat e d r e du ced lev e l s 

of viol ence a t lea s t · n Saturd y cartoo n s (On r c u s , 1971 ; 

Ger b n e r, 19 69) . 

Int erview s c ondu t ed by Rarick (1973) with fo u r u pper-

c la ss , four middle-cla sv , n d f o u r 1 o 1" e r - c 1 ~ .., f a m i 1 i c s 

r e v ea l e d th at parent s we r e mor co n rn erl abo u 1110 r a 1 

lesso n s fo un d on t l e v is i on th a n wi h 

co nt ai n e d in th em . Ho ~v v r, parents 

h 

J. coo 

amo unl of v io len c 

tt.t ed thol wl1 n 

violenc e occurred on pro g r ams ~" hi h l a ked CJ mora l 1 so n, 

th~re was a r enso n t o be concerned abou l 

Tele v i s ion Commercials 

l1 e viol n e . 

In th e Bar c u s s t ud o f 1974 p r nt a w re ge n e rall y 

d issat i s fi ed with the commercial s o n ch il dren ' s televi sion . 

Only 4 % of th e 1,493 par e nt s s urv e yed by Actio~ Fo r Chi l

dre n' s Te l e vi sion said th ey would not change t h e present 

system of co mm e r c i a l s . Act u ally 4~ % of t his sa me gro up 

pref e rr ed no co mme r c i als on ~ h il d r e n ' ~ progra mm ing , 25 ~ 

p r c f e r r e d f e w e r c n m m e r c i a 1 s , a n d a n o t h e r 2 5 ~~ 1" a r t e d c o m rn e r -

cials onl y at th e beginn l n~ o r end of t he p r ogram . lt ho u gh 

p a r e n t s a r e n e g Cl t i v e a b o u t c o n m e r c i a 1 s , t h e y 1-1 o u 1 d s t i 1 l 

prefe r t o keep t hem if r ed uci ng the n u mbe r of comme r cials 

also meant r educ i n g t he nu mb e r of child r en ' s televis i on 
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pro gra ms . Fifty-four perce n t of all pa r en t s su rv . yed by th e 

Rop e r Org a ni zatio n ( 1 975) believed th a t c omm r c i a l s s h ould 

be kept to allow c hildre n' s progra ms to conti nu e . 

Th e Culley, La za r, a n d Adkin s u rv y (19 76) doc u mented 

pare ntal concern s about th e n ega tive impoct of comm r cia l s . 

0 f t h e 4 5 5 p a r e n t s s u r v . y d , 9 5 ~a f e 1 t t h a t o m m e r c · o 1 s m n cl 

chi l dren ~1a nt thing s that th e y c.J o not r nlly n eed . Sixty-

se ve n per ce nt of t he populnti on s tat d th nt comme rcial s 1 d 

t o a n incre ase in par nt- h ild co nfli t . A s li ght major ity 

(51%) of th e r espondent s believ ed th omm rcial~ r ous d 

fee l i ng s of anxiety and in _, c urity amon<J hildr n . Only 

27% of th ose s urv e yed t a t e d th a commer inl s h lped the 

child~ e n t o becom e bet t r con s umers . 

Th e Barcu s s t udy (1974) also exp l or d diffcren e 

betwee n par e nt s of childr e n of different ages in r e l a ti o n-

s hip to t ele v ision . Pare nt s of older children were more 

tol e rant of commercial s . Forty percent of th p a r en s of 

3-ye ar -old childr e n want e d no co mm e r cia l s whi l e o nl y 2 9 ~ of 

lhe parent s of 8 - year - chi l dren f e lt t he same \"ay . S i rr. i 1 a r 

fi nd ings were reporte d by t he Roper Organiza ti o n ( 1975) 

aft er a pol l was conduct e d in 1 974 . Th irLy-fou r percent 

of the par e nt s of children un d e r 6 year s of age bel i e P.d 

that ther e sho ul d be r o co mme rci als on chi ld re n ' s pro g ra ms 

~~ h i 1 e o n l y 2 7 ~~ o f t h e p a r e n t-. s o f c h i. 1 d r e n c. v e r 6 y e a r s o f 

ag e f e lt the same way . 
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Influ e n c e of Television on Childre n 

Th e majority of parents queri e d on thi s s ubj e ct state d 

t h a t t ele vi sio n had some type of influ e nce on their chil-

d r e n . He s s a n d Go 1 d m a n (l 9 G 2 ) f o u n d l h n t J 0 0 o~ o f t h e 

p a r e n t s b e 1 i e v e cl t h a t t e 1 c v i s i o n h a d i n f 1 u e n e d t ~ L: i r 

chi ld re n . H o "' e v e r , 7 6 ~~ o f t h e p <H c n t s b . l i c v c d l h it t t h i s 

wa s on ly a t empo r ary effect . In th e Ba r cu s s tudy , more 

t l1 n n n d e c a d e 1 a t e r ( J 9 7 4 ) , 8 5 ~a o f t h p a r c n t l.J c J i v d 

t h a t childr e 11 Y-Je r i n fl u enc d by l e vi s i,n . Sev e nt y -on 

pe rce n t of th e pare n t s s t d h l th . ff l w ~s p ov itiv 

w h i 1 e 4 1 ~~ c 1 a i m e d n e g t i v i r 1 f J u c n c e s . Oa r c u 

a nnly ze d the ty pes of l .1 vi s icn in f lu n c l n r . a :, d 

con: m u n .i ca tion s ki 11 v1 a s a pus i l i v e r r c t m n i. o e rl lJ y 4 ?~ 

o: the pare n t s . Twe nty pe rc e nt o f he p a r nl s 

broadened kno wl e d ge ~as anet h r p os it i e e ff c 

lt h a t 

egn tiv c ly , 

30% of the par ents be li eved that televi s i o n initi a ted 

vio l ence a n d aggres sio n and a noth e r 1 7% reported t hat 

te l evisi an caus ed dreams and n ight ma re s and e re le d f ea r 

&nd a n xiety . 

Th e p <nent s in the Yan ke l o vi.t c h , Sk e ll , a n d \•/h i te Ir1c . 

s t ud y (1 977 ) a l s o be liev ed that childr e n le a rned fro m te l e -

vi s i o n . Se venty - thr ee percen t o f the p a rents f elt th a t 

their childr en learned good thin 4 s , wh i l e 23 % b e l ieved l h 8t 

tel evisio n h a d been a bad infl u en~e . Th e olh8r 4 ~ s t ate d 

th&t they were un s ure about the e ffect of .ele s i c n . 
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When an a l yzi n g effect by children ' s age , Barcus (1974) 

f o u n d t h a t 7 0 ?~ o f t h e p a r e n t s o f 2 - t o 6 - y e a r - o 1 d c h i 1 d r e n 

an d 52% of th e p are nt s of 7- to 11-yca r-old children 

belie ved th at t e l v i s io n had o po s i ive effec t . egati e 

· n fl u e nc es we r e claime rl by 25 % of th e pa rent s of 2 - to 6 -

y e a r - o 1 d c h i 1 d r e n a n d 4 1 ?~ o f t 11 e 7 - L 1 1 - y <H - o 1 d c h i l d r e n . 

Contr a] of Te l vi s ion Vi wing 

tit a n y p a r e n t. s c o n t r o 1 t h t e 1 v i s i o n v i c 1.-J i n g o f t h e i r 

ch il dr e n in some wa y . H s a nd Goldm n (1'162) found thnl 

6 2 ?~ o f t h e p a r e n t s ,, a i cJ h i.l t h y k n ~. w h t 1: h e i r c h i 1 d r c n 

were wa t c hin g . ll owever , 74 % of th p r e nt s ., ld om or n v r 

s u g g e s t e d 1-1 h a t p r o g r a m s t h c 11 i 1 d c o u 1 d w a l c h . 

re porte d tha t 49 % of Lh e tim e , th e c hi d alan decided wh n 

to ~~at c h tel e v isi o r1. T h e m o L h r cJ e c i d d 3 2 ?o o f L 11 c L i m a n d 

the fat her e xe r ted very l ittl e control , d c i dj ng wh en Lh e 

chi l d wou~ d wa t c h only 3% of the ime . Fifty-hw p rcen 

of the se s ame paren ts s t a t ed that. th e r were no programs 

which were for bidden to th e chil Althou gh the child 

u s uaJl y decid e c.J when to tur n on t~le ision , 45 % of th e Lim e 

t h e mot he r determined when th e se t wo ul d ~ . c .urr. e o 0 f f . 

ln i n t erviews with 131 elementar s choo l children , 

S t rei c h e r and \'I u r t z e 1 ( l 9 7 4 ) f ound t h a t p a r e n t s i n t e r en e d 

infrequen t l y i n th eir chil d r en ' s vi ewi ng . Ge ,·e r a ll y , inlcr-

vc nt io n occur red for one of thre e rea s o n s : C'e ttl e ment of 

s i b .l i n q d i s p u t e s o v c r w h a t p r a g r a m s w e r c t o b e v i e 1·1 e d , 
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ce ss a tion of viewi n g s o that the child co ul d pe rform oth e r 

tas ks , a nd r estriction of unde si r ab l e progr am;, . Ep s tein and 

Boz le r (1 976) report ed th a t 66 % o f the p a r e nt s s urv e yed ha d 

ru les a bo ut th eir children ' s vj ewi ng . How e ver , th e r epor t 

di d n o t s pecify t h e typ s of co n tro l . 

Wurt ze l a n d Surlin (1 9 77) s urv yed vi e we r at litud es 

t owa rd t e l e v i s io n advi or y warning s . Althou g h 75 % of lh e 

res po nde n ts w i t h chi 1 d r e n s i d w r n i n g ,, we r u s u 1 i n m a k 

i n g d e c i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g w h i c h p r o g r a m ,, h o u 1 u b v i e w . d , 

on ly 54 % ac tu a ll y us d h w rnin s . 0 f t h i s 5 ?~ ' 8 1 ?~ 

dec ided th at the child co ul d n o t v i w n pro g r am , 17 % de idrd 

t o watc h t h e progr am alon g wi th th e child , a n d 1 ss ha n 2% 

dec id ed to alJow the hild to watch t he pro g r nm un s uper 

vi s e d . 

Meas u re s 

A vari e ty of typ es of instrum nt s we r u sed t o deter 

mine p 3 r e nt a l attitud es towa r d t levi s ion . He ss a n d 

Goldm a n ( 19 62) u sed te l ephone intervi ws to samp l e parent s . 

Utili ze d in t hese i n t ervi ews were Likert typ e scales . 

Rar j c k ( 1 9 73 ) u til i zed a Q- so rt t o ob t ain da a . In t e r views 

wer e a l s o u tili zed by Epst e in a n d Bo zler ( 197 6) , by Wurt zel 

a n d Su rlin ( 1 9 77 ) , a nd h y Yankelovi t c h , Ske ll y , and Whi t e 

I nc . (1977 ) . A ma il- ~ n que st ion . a ir e was utili zed by Barcus 

(l 97 L~ ) . None of the s tu dies p r esP.nted methodoloQ s upp o rt-

i ng the vali di t y &n d r e li abili t y of the in s tr umer1tation . 
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Su mmary 

Studi es of parental attitude s tow a rd tel e v isio n f o r 

chi ldren are lim ited in fo c u s a n d nu mbe r . Th ere is s ome 

dis agreeme nt as to whether or not t l e vi s i o n content is too 

vi ole nt for c hild ren . Alth oug h p a r e nt s se m t o be li v e lha 

t he s ys t e m of comm rci a l on c hildr en ' s programming n~ e d s 

re vis ion, th ere is some di sagr em n as to what c l o n ges 

sh ou ld be ma d e . Parent s agree th a t hildr 11 re influ e n c d 

b y t e 1 e v i s i o n , b u t t h e r n r e d i f r c r i n g o p i n i o n h o u t 1v h CJ t 

types of influ e nce occur a nd th e ir durotion . Th co nlr o l 

pa re nt s ass ume ov e r their child' s vi wing ha s been 

ide ntifi ed , but th e t yp of co n r o l h not b n <tm.i n ed . 

No study \"'a s l oca t ec; whi c h tt mr d to . l r m1 n 

pa r e nt a l attitud es in a ll f ive a r eas o f interest : t le-

vision viol e n ce , c o mme rcial s o n childr n ' s p r og r amming , 

role model s provided by tel vi s ion, t h influence of tele -

vision on children, a nd parental control of children ' s 

televi s ion vi ewing . In arldi tion , non of he a v a il ab l e 

studies reported da t a on a valid and reli able in s tru me nt in 

this area. 

The p8rceive d i mportance of t ele isi on a nd of pa r en t a l 

att i tud es to wa rd it l ed to t h i s s tu d of area s of conc e rn . 

The literat ure rev iew ~ d was limi t ed, an d indicated a n eed 

for f urth er inve s tigation. 



Chapter III 

Meth odo l ogy 

Thi s descriptive s tudy o f the at titu des of 54 paren t s 

was implemented in Augu st a nd Sept e mbe r, 1 979 . The Pa r e nt 

At ti tude s Toward Child ren ' s Te l evi s ion ( PACT ) in s lru me nl 

w a ' cJ e v e 1 o p e d t o a s _, e s s p a r c n t C\ 1 a t t i t u d s . S t 8 Lis ti c8 l 

an a lyses d e t e rmi ned reli a bil it y of th i ns rum e nl , a ssess ed 

the relativ e conc e rn s of a ll p<1rent. in th f i v s ubjcc 

a rea s , and compared the attitud s of paren o 3- y ar-old 

c hi ldr e n and parent s of 8-y r - old chilclr n . 

Sampl 

Th e particip ant i n thi a s tudy w r 27 p <HC'n s of 3-

year-o ld children enrolled in coo p r a tin g ch il d ca r c cnl r s 

an d 2 7 p a r e n t s o f 8 - y e a r - o 1 d c h i 1 d r e 11 e n r u j 1 d i n s u m rn C' r 

rec r e ational programs . All o f the cr.ildr c n liv d in th e 

Nort h Central Texa s a r ea . One qu e stio n n a ir e wa s ent to 

eac h address, a nd 46 mothers and 8 f ath e r s re s ponded . 

Inst ru mPntati o n 

Data were colle c t ed on the PACT que s t i onn a ire (Ap e ndj 

A) a nd a Par en t Infor ma ti on Shc P t (Appe ndi x B) . The PA CT 

in s tr u men t i s c o mp r is e d of 15 pair s of qu es_ ion s , 8 s tate -· 

ment, and it s inve rse . 

of t h e que s tionn a_ire : 

Fi e s ubject a re as f o r m t he content 

pa r e nt al Jt itudes Lo ~a r d e l e vi s i.c!l 

v i c 1 e n c e , p 8 r e n t a 1 a t t.i. t u d e s t o ':1 a r d c o rr, m e r L i a 1 s u n c h i 1 d r e. n ' s 

1 5 
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pr g r ammin g , pare nt a l att i t ud e s t o war d rol e mode l s pro vi de d 

by t e l e vi s ion, p a r e n t a l a t titu de s to wa r d t he influ ence o f 

tele vi s ion on c h i l d r e n, a n d p a r e nt a l co n tro l o f c hil dre n ' s 

tele vi s ion vie wi ng. Ther a r e thr ee pai r ~ of questions i n 

eac h of th e fiv e s u b j e ct a r eas , a s t a t men t ba sed on t h e 

lite ra tur e , a n d i t s inv e r s . Th i l em" wer pr se nt d wjth 

~ Li ke rt sc a l e fo r l e v e l s of r espo n s s . 

All of th e it e ms wer e dr a wn fr om p r e v iou s l y conduc t d 

res ea r c h or f rom th e pr ofessio n 1 li t c retu r and were 

r a n d o ml y or de re d f o r th e PAC T . SLat m nt s n v i 1 n c • 

( I te ms 1, 8, 11, 14, 1 9 , 2 J ) w r ob t n ined from HC' s CJnd 

Go ldm a n ( 1 962) a nd Eps t ei n a n d Bo J r (J97G) . Parenlc.JJ 

a t t i t u d e s t o 1v a r d c o m m e r c i a 1 s o n c h i 1 d r 11 ' s p r o r n m rn i n g 1·1 c r 

a s s e s sed by Ba rc u s (1 97 4 ) , Rap r Organi CJ io 11 ( 1 975) , and 

Wa r d a nd Wac hm an ( 1 9 73 ) . I t was from h es e s u di s hat 

I t e m s 3 , 1 3 , 1 7 , 2 0 , 2 6 , a n d 2 9 1v e r d r a 1v n • He s s a n d 

Go l dma n (1 962 ) , Bar c u s (1 9 7 4) , a nd Ya nkelo i c h , Skell 

a nd Whit e In c . ( 197 7 ) assessed pa r e n ta l belief s of the 

.i n f lu e n c e o f t e 1 e v i s i o n o n c h i 1 d r e,n . 

a nd 28 al s o as se sse d t hese be l iefs . 

It ems 4 , 6 , 7 , 15 , 24 , 

State me nt s on parental 

c ont r ol of c h i l dr e n ' s t e l e ision vi e wi ng (Items 2 , 9 , 12 , 

16, 22, 25 ) r ef l e c t tho se f o u nd i n st udies by Hess and 

Go 1 d m a n ( 1 9 6 2 ) , S t r e i c h e r a n d \ u r t z e 1 ( 1 9 7 5 ) , 11 rl \•I u r t z e 1 

a nd Su r lin ( 197 7 ) . 
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No studie s could be locat ed whi c h as sessed parenta l 

atti tudes toward the role mod e l s provid ed by tel evision . 

Howe v e r, re sea r c h h as s hown that c h aracter s t e r otypes do 

exi s t on televi sio n (C ou rtney & \~ hip p i e , 1 974 ; Dohr ma n, 

1975 ; Lon g & Simon, 1974; St e rn g l anz & Serbin , 1 974) nnd 

that chi ldr en are aff e ct e d by th em (Oeu r, 1 974 ; Freuh & 

McGhee , 1975; Mill e r & Ree ves , 197 6 ; Pingre , 1978) . I . em~ 

5, 10 , 18, 23, 27, and 30 are co n 

Proc ed ur 

rn d with rol models . 

The PACT in s tru me nt was r v ised in r s po nsc lo pilo 

surve y usi ng th e in s tru me nt and commilte ugg li o n · . 

Approva l from th e Hum a n Subj ct Revi w Commit wo s 

obtai ned (Appendix C) . Reli abilit y was tabli shPd with ~0 

p a r e nt s of childr e n e nr olled in t h e T as Woma n ' s Univ r c j y 

child care center u t ili z ing th e tcst - r t est m th ad . Th 

question naire was administered to th e paren s on two 

sepa rate occa s ions with a 1-week int e rv al . Th reli abi lity 

of th e instru me nt was det e r mi n ed u s i ng th e Pea r son produ c t-

moment corr e lation. A correl a ti o n co efficie nt of . 82 was 

f o und. 

In order to co mpa r e the attitudes of parenls af 3-year

old children and paren t s of 8-ye Rr - old children , the names 

and addresses of 57 p a rent s of 3-yea r- o l d children and 66 

par e nt s of 8-y ea r - old chi l dren were cb t a i ned with the 

cooperation of a municipa l parks and rec r eat io n depa r t ment 
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and the directors of p a rticip a tin g child care centers . 

Q res tionnaires , with an expl a n atory co ve r lett e r (Appendix 

D) were then mail e d to the par ents of chi l dren e n rolled in 

t he se progra ms . A s tamp ed , addres sed envelope wa s incl u ded 

f or returning th e comple t ed for ms . The questio r1 nai re "''as 

prin ted o n two color s to f acilitate group identifi cH tion ir1 

the raw data . 

The PACT r espo n ses 1v e r e coded so that a high s core 

imp lied sati s faction with th pre nt y m of t levi " ion . 

Those s t ate me nt s which a r e po iti v award televi sio n w rc 

enco d e d s o th at a " s t rongly ag r e " r sponse 1va s <·"' i 911 d a 

v a 1 u e of 4, an '' agr ee " r e pons a v a 1 u e of 3 , a "d i o 9 r e e" 

re s ponse a v a lu e of 2 , a nd a " sl r ong l y di sag ree " r esponse a 

val u e of 1. Th e inve r se s t t ements w re encod d in r v r se 

so t h a t a " s t r o n g 1 y a y r e e " r e s p o n s e 1-1 a s a s s i g n d a alu of 

1, an "agree" re s pons e a v al u e of 2 , a "di sagree" r espo n s . 

a value of 3, and a "str ongly di sag r e " r spo nse a val u e of 

4. 

Null Hy potheses 

The re search hy pot heses were con e rt ed to null r ypoth

eses for sta ti s tical a na ly ses and were as follows : 

l. There is no s i gni f icant difference b t11een the five 

subject area s in leve ~s of c on cern e pressed b 

parent group. 

the total 
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2. Ther e i s no s ignificant d i ff e re n c e b e t wee n par e nts 

of 3 - year-old childr e n a nd p a r e nt s o f 8 - yea r - o l d chi l d r en i n 

leve l s of concern about t e l e vi s i o n v io l e n ce . 

3. There i s no s ignific a n t d iffere n ce between paren t s 

o f 3 -y e ar-old childr e n a n d par e n t s of 8 -y ear-olcJ children 

i n l e v e l s of conc er n abo ut com mer c i a l s on c h ildr n ' s 

prog r amming. 

4. There is no s ignifi ca n t dif fe r e n ce betw en p r e n t s 

of 3-year-old childr e n · a nd par e nt s of 8 - y ar-old hildren in 

l e ve ls of conc e rn a bout rol e model s pr o v id d b y 1 vi sio n . 

5. Th e re i s no s i g ni fic a nt di ff r n etw · n par nl s 

of 3 -ye a r-old c h i ldr e n a n d p a r e nt s of 8-y ·<:n - old chj ldr n in 

l e ve l s of con ce rn a bout t h e in f lu e n ce o f t 1 v i s ion on 

c hi ldren. 

6. There 1 s no s ign if ic ant d iff e r ence be l ~e n parents 

o f 3-year-old children and p a r ent s of 8 - y a r - o l d childr n 

in control of child re n' s t e l e v i s ion v i wi n g . 

Hypothesis 1 wa s a ppr oache d t h r o u gh a n a l si s o f 

frequency distributio ns by ch i- sq u a r e . To ana l yze Hypoth 

e s es 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 a mea n sc ore f or each of the ti<J O 

groups in ea c h o f th e fi ve s u bj ec t ar ea s was compu t ed , and 

a two-tailed t-te s t wa s ut i l iz e d . The t - t es t i s the 

mathematical equiv a lent of t he ana l ysi s o f v ar i ance . An 

alpha level of .05 wa s e st ab l i s h e d . 
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Result s 

The data for thi s s tudy of par e n ta l atti tu des t oward 

ch i ld r e n' s tel e vi s ion a re base d on a Par nt Infor ma tion 

Sh ee t a nd th e Pa rent Attitu d es To l"' a rd Chil d r n ' s Te l C'vision 

( PAC T ) in s trum e nt. Th e PA CT l"'as de v e l oped for thi s rc sea r h . 

Th e c haracteri s tic s of th e 54 p a rt icipoti n g par e nt s w re 

o btai n e d from th e Pa r e nt Info rm ation She t nd a r s u mma -

r i ze d in Table 1. Eig h ty-fiv e p r c n o f th samp l , or 

4 6 s u b j e c t s , w e r e m o t h e r s . T h e rn a j o r i t y o f t h f a m i 1 i n 

( 6 4 . 8 ?a ) h a d b10 c h i 1 d r e n . T w e n t y p r e n o f t h c h i 1 r e n 

h ad th e ir own t e l e vi s ion se t s . The majo ity of lhc par .nt s 

( 9 4 . 4 ?a ) r e p u r t e d t h a t t h e y w a t c h e d t e 1 v i s i o n 1"1 i l h l h i r 

ch i ldren and 85 ?a s tated th a t th ey had rul s concerning heir 

c h i 1 d ' s u s e o f t e 1 e v i s i o n . A p p r o . i m a l c 1 y 2 I 3 ( 6 G . 7 ~~ ) o f t h c 

p are nts recalled that th e y h a d wa t ched t l e vi s ion as a child . 

Hypoth eses 

The data for exa min i n g th e hypotheses vere obtained 

from th e PACT in s trument of 30 it ems . Si n u ll hypothe ses 

were struct ur e d . The f i r s t hypo the s is assessed th e r l a t i c 

concern for one s ubject co mp a red to t he eth e r s . The other 

five hypotheses explored poss i b l e dif f ere n ces in a ttitud es 

to ward th e five subje c t ar ea s betwee n parents of 3 - ea r - old 

children and p a rents o f 8 -y ea r-ol d c hi l d r e n . 

20 
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Tab l e 1 

Sample Ch aracteri s ti cs 

Parent s of 3 - Pa r e nt s of 8-

Year- Old Child Ye a r-Ol d Child Tota l Samp le 

Des c riptor N 0 ' N 0 ' 0 ' ,a ' 0 ,o 

Qu es ti onnaire 26 48.1 20 37 . 1 4 6 0) . 2 

com pleted by 

mot her 

Qu es tio nn aire 1 1.8 7 1 3 . 0 8 1 4 . 0 

co mp let ed by 

f a ther 

1 chi l d in th e 7 13.0 1 1. 8 0 1 4 . 8 

family 

2 children in 17 31.5 18 33 . 3 35 64 . 8 

the f ami ly 

3 chi ldren in 2 3 . 7 7 1 3 . 0 9 1 6 . 7 

the family 

4 children in 1 1. 8 1 1. 8 2 3 . 6 

the fa mily 

Child ha s own 1 1. 8 10 1 8 . 6 11 20. 4 

television set 
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Tab le !--Continued 

Parent s of 3- Par e nt s o f 8 -

Year-Old Child Yea r- Ol d Chi l d Totn l Snmple 

Des c riptor N 0 ' N 0 ' N 0 ' ,o ,o ,o 

Pare nt wa tch es 25 4 6 .3 26 40 . 1 S .l 94 . 4 

t ele vision 

wit h child 

Pare nt h as rules 24 44 . 5 22 4 0 . 7 4 6 8 5 . 2 

conce rning 

ch i ld ' s u se of 

t e l e vi s ion 

Par e nt wa tch ed 19 3 5 . 2 17 31. 5 36 66 . 7 

television as 

a child 

Hypothe s i s 1. Th e r e i s no si gnif icant di f f erenc e 

between the five s u b j ect a r e as in l e vels of concern e pre ssed 

by the total p a rent group . 

Frequencies were exami n e d utiliz i n g t he chi - squa r e 

statistic. Equ a l lev e l s of conc e rn were n o t co n fir med . 

Statistical difference s between e xp r essed concern s and equal 

con ce rns were established at th e .05 l e v e l . Thre e <:l P-as of 

gr ea te s t concern to paren ts wer 5 : p a r e ntal c ontr o l of 
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c h ild ren ' s television viewing, the influ ence of tel evisio n 

o n ch i ldren, and commercials on childr e n ' s program s . Tab le 

2 sho ws the percentage of th e tot a l p a r ents gro u p in agree-

ment with each it e m on th e PACT. 

Tabl e 2 

Percentage in Agr eeme nt wit h Ite ms 

I t ern 0 ' Violenc e Commercial s Rol e t'lod el Control Influ ence ,o 

2 94 . 5 X 

9 87.0 X 

20 85.2 X 

28 8 3 . 3 X 

1 5 79 . 6 X 

1 74 . 1 X 

17 74.1 X 

22 74 . 1 X 

26 68 . 6 X 

27 64 . 8 X 

30 57. 5 X 

14 53 . 7 X 

21 51.8 X 

7 50.0 X 

24 50 . 0 X 

18 48 . 2 X 
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Ta ble 2--Continued 

I Le m 01 
10 Violenc e Commercial s Role Mod e l s Control In fluence 

,-
J 46.3 X 

1 9 38 .9 X 

23 38 . 9 X 

8 37.1 X 

1 1 37 .0 X 

13 37 .0 X 

10 35 . 2 X 

3 33.4 X 

29 33 . 4 X 

4 27.8 X 

1 2 22.3 X 

6 20.4 X 

16 16.7 X 

25 7 . 5 X 

Hypotheses 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 we r e desi g ned to ide nti fy 

d i fferen ces i n attit ud es of p a rent s of 3 - year - old children 

and parent s of 8-year-old c hildr e n . H o \'I e v e r , t h e r e "e r e 

no signific a nt differenc es b e tw ee n par e nts of 3- yea r - o l d 

children a nd parents of 8 - ye a r- old chil dr~n in a n o f t he 

fi v e s ubj ect a reas . 
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Hypothe s is 2. There is no signifi cant differen ce 

bet wee n parents of 3-year-old children a n d p a r e nt s of 8-

ye a r -o ld children in levels of concern about televi sio n 

vi o .l e nce. 

The results indicated that there wa s no s i g nif ica nt 

dif fe rence between the attit udes of par e nt s o f 3-year - o ld 

ch ild ren and parent s of 8-year-old childr e n toward t 1 -

v i s ion violence. A t v a lu e of .80 indic a te n o s i g n ifica n 

d iffe rence (Table 3). 

Table 3 

Tel e vi s ion Viol e n c 

Gro up 

Par e nts of 

3-year-old 

children 

Parents of 

8-year-old 

children 

Numb er 

27 

27 

so 

14.04 1.8 

13.37 3. 9 

t 

. so 

Le v e l of 

Si g n ificnnce 

I S 

Hypothesis 3. Th ere i s no si gnif ic a nt differen ce 

bet wee n parents of 3-year-old childr e n and p2r e nt s of 
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8- yc a r -old children in l e vels of concern about co mme r cials 

on chi ldr en ' s programming. 

A t valu e o f -1.0 6 indicates no signifi ca n t differ ence 

b etw e e n parents of 3 - yea r-ol d childr en a nd p a r e nt s of 8 -

ye ar- o ld chi ldr en tow ard co mm er ci al s on c hildr en ' s pro~ra rn 

min <":i ( Tab le 4) . 

Gro up 

Parents of 

3-yea r-old 

child ren 

Pa rents of 

8-yea r-old 

chi ld r e n 

TabJe 4 

Co mmercials on Chi l dren ' s Progr ams 

Numbe r X so t 

27 1 3 . 60 2 . 5 

-1. 06 

27 14. 26 2.1 

Lev 1 of 

Si g n.i fi e· n 

s 

Hypoth es i s 4. There is no significant dif fe rencP 

betwee n pare n ts of 3 -year-old children and pa r en ts of 8 -

year-old children in levels of concern abo ut r ole mode l s 

provid ed by tel ev isio1· . . 

As Ta ble 5 demon s tr ates , a t score of -. 011 in dicates 

no significant differenc e between attitudes of parent s of 
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3- year -old children and parents of 8-year-old chi l dren 

to war d role models provided by televi s ion. 

Gr oup 

Pa r en ts of 

3-yea r-old 

children 

Pa rent s of 

8--year-old 

children 

Number 

27 

27 

Table 5 

Role Models 

SD 

13.67 2.6 

13.74 2. 5 

t 

-.011 

Le v 1 of 

Signif icanc 

s 

Hypothesis 5. There is no signific ant diff e r e n ce 

between parents of 3-year-old children and parent s o f 8 -

year-old children in levels of conc ern about t he infl u e n ce 

of televislon on children. 

A t value of -.56 indicat es no s i gnif icant difference 

between th e attitudes of parents of 3-year-old children and 

parents of 8-year-old childr en in lev els of c once r n abo ut 

the influence of television on chi ldr e n ( Ta b lE 6) . 
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Table 6 

Influence of Te levi s ion 

- ----- ------·-----------------------

Par en t s of 

3--yea r-old 

c hild r e n 

Parents of 

8-yea r-old 

c h il dren 

Number 

27 

27 

Hypoth es i s 6 . 

X SD 

14.59 2.3 

14.93 2 . 1 

t 

-. 56 

Leve l of 

Signifi cance 

s 

Th e r e is no sig nific a nt difference 

b e twe e n parents of 3-year-old ch i l d r e n and parent of 8 -

yea r -old children in control of childr e n' s televi s ion 

vi e wing. 

At valu e of - .7 2 indi ca t es n o sig n ific a nt difference 

be tw een parents of 3-year-old c hil d r en a n d pare n ts o f 

8-y e ar - old children in control of c h i l dren ' s tel e vi s ion 

vi e wing (T a bl e 7) . 
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Table 7 

Control of Te l e v ision Vie wi n g 

Cr o up Number X SD t 

Le v e l of 

Significan ce 

P<n e n ts of 

3 -ye ar -old 

ch il dren 

Par en ts of 

8-yea r-old 

ch il dren 

27 

27 

12.93 1.1 

-. 72 

13.26 

Di scussion 

The data in thi s st udy s uggest significant differ n ces 

in levels of concern expres se d by parent s in the five 

subject areas: television viol e nc e , com me rcials on chil -

dr e n's programming, role mod e l s provided by televi sion , he 

infl ue nce of television on ~hi ldre~ , and control of 

childr e n's television viewing. Howev er , tho se of gre a te s t 

importance to parent s in thi s sample were not the sa me areas 

reported in previous lit erature. A hi gher percentage of 

parents in this samp l e report ed that th ey controlled thei r 

child's use of television (94 .4 ~) than either the par ents 

surveyed by Hess and Goldman (1962) o r Epst ei n a n d Boz ler 
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(1 97 6 ). Although 79 . 6% of this sample felt th at th eir 

c hild ren learned new information fro m tel e vi s ion, onl y 20 % 

o f th e parents sur ve yed by Barcus (1974) felt the same wa y . 

The lack of differences between parents of 3 - y ar -o ld 

c hild r e n and p a r e nt s of 8-year-old childr e n may i nd i ca t e 

c ompa rable l e vel s of concern, may be due to a bi as r es ult i n g 

fr om the voluntary natur e of the sampl e , o r may r e l ate to 

t h e b revity of the in st rum e nt. ll owever , the intcn si y of 

p aren tal attitudes about t e l evi s ion are d mo ns tr a t e d in t:1c 

co mme nts 'Hritten on the Parent Infor ma ti on She L. Of t h e 

54 -pa rent sample, 39 par e nt s , or 72. 2% wrote sam . ty p o 

com me nt concerning television. A s a mp l ing o f th commPnt s 

i s i ncluded as follows: 

" Host cartoon s contain far too mu ch i o J e n c e 1·1 i t h n o 

indication of the actual r es ul ts of s u ch v io len c e i f il 

wa s committed in real life." (Parent of 8 - year - old c h ild . ) 

"Commerci als for toys are t o o muc h !" 

year-old chi ld.) 

(Parent of 0 -

"Television mak es my daughter quiet and makes her 

think life is 'cut and dried' boy s on this s i de - - g irl s on 

the other side. I do not li ke thi s !" (Parent of 3 - ye ar - ol d 

child.) 

" I t .i s c e r t a i n 1 y e v i d e n t l h 3 t c h i l d r e n a i ' e i n f l u e n c e d 

by commercials, and I suppos8 that f'ror1 that one could infer 
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t hat they can also be influenced by progr am cont e nt ." 

( Pa re nt of 0-year-old c hild.) 

" It (TV) is a potentially us eful to o l for e nt ertai n ing 

a n d e ducating children. How e ver, it i s bein g ab use d and 

mi sus e d to the po i nt that it is stifli ng curio s ity , nu mbi ng 

s en s i tivity , and pre em pting f arn ily r elation s h i p s in ma ny 

c a se~> ." (Parent of 8-year-o Jd c h i ld. ) 

11 We can tell ~vhen th e childr e n h ave se n too mu c h 1 V 

i n o ne sitting. T h e y b e g i n t o a c t a g g r e s s i v e 1 y - - 11 i t t i n ~ I 

e ach other ." (Parent of 8- yea r-o ld ch i ld. ) 

11 T h e r e a r e m a n y s h o 1<1 s t h a l h a v e t o u g h t y k · ds .l ol 

( si c) ." (Pa re n t of 8-year - old chi ld . ) 

"I fe e l t e l e vision li mit s c l ildren 's a "' U · i~. J e . · . ',I il . I) 

t hey watch l ess TV the y r ead mo r e , pl ay g a mes n d ge l more 

ph ysi cal exercise playing out si de ." 

child.) 

(Paren t o f 8 - yeo r - old 

"I feel TV makes children very p assive '" 

8-year-old child.) 

( Parent of 

" t•1 y c o n v i c t i o n s h a v e d e ~e_ e n ~<1 o v e r t h c p a s t t '8 o y e :J r ~ 

that my children can be ha rme d i n ~ 1vays fr om rn u rh t ha t 

i s on TV. 11 (Parent of 8 - year - old chi l d . ) 

11 I d i d n o t. f i n d t h a t a r a t h e r f r c e ·f V e n v i r o r, m e n 

harmed my old er child (now 21) i f we ve e w ill~ng to 

explein t.hings thnt occa s .i.oned question s o r anxiet y ," 

(Parent of 3-year-old child. ) 
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"C hildren today trust and beli e ve in what they see on 

TV 2nd ignore what the ir parent s say ." ( Pa r ent of 3-y ea r

ol d ch i ld.) 

HTV is very educational and ca n be ben eficia l if the 

'r i gh t' program s are sel e cted." (Parent of 3-y ea r-old 

ch i ld. ) 

11 I don't believe in tot a lly ge t ti n g rid of TV, but I 

be l ie ve that .2_ar e nt s have to e xer ci se th eir God - gi ve n 

re sp o ns ibil ity to prot ec t their c hil dre n from th es 

t iv e i nfluences. The blam e i s ulti mat ly on u s . " 

of 8-ye ar-old child.) 

n ga 

(Pa r c nt 

" It's nic e to hav e progr ams "' Uit.a b l e for c h ildren b ut. 

th e TV c a n always be turn ed off i f tl e pr o gr am i s bnd . " 

(Pa r e nt of 3-year-old child .) 

" Although their (sic) ar e g r eat feelin gs abo ut t he 

relat ions hip between violence and k i d s I thi n k that o n the 

whol e TV is beneficial if monitor ed c orre ct ly ." (Pa rent of 

3-year-old child.) 

"I sometimes 'dish that th ere ~1as r. o s u c h thin g as TV . 

I think we \'lould all be closer to each other ." (Pa rent of 

8-year-old child.) 

"Hore permissive attitude s to wa r d po r t r ayal of se ·u a l 

relationships on all network progra mm in g makes for unco m-

fortable viewing \'lith a child." 

child.) 

( Par ent o f 3 - year - old 
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11 Cartoons are a little violent but th ey are also gre a t 

ba b y s itter. Give (sic) us some time to be a l one . It doe s 

ho J d thei r attention. 11 (Parent of 3-year-old c hild . ) 

11 Too often two or more net works s ho w good children ' s 

p rograms at the same time. It is too bad that th e y can ' t 

t ak e the good of th ei r viev1 e r s ahead of th eir b a n k acco unt s . " 

( Pa re nt of both 3- and 8-year-old childr e n . ) 

Summary 

This study of attit ud es tow ard televi sio n a r par d 

on t he PACT instrum e nt by 54 pa r e nt s explored po ss ibl , 

di ffe rences in level s of concern by s ubj ct ar e a and by 

par e ntal group. Fiv e s ubj ec t a r eas w r e id e nti f i e d in lh e 

in st rument, a nd parents we r e more conc er ned about s o me 

areas . Of high concern were : par ental control, influ n ~ c s 

' of televisio n, and commer c ial s during chil dr n ' s progr am -

ming. The null hypothesis rel a ting to differential concern 

by subject area was rejected. 

The groups of parent s of 3-year-old children and 

parents of 8-y e ar-old children we~e contr asted for each of 

the subject areas. The age of the child d id not signifi -

cantly indicate the level of parental concern in any subje c t 

area. The five null h ypothese s r elating to th e ar1o u s 

subject areas could not be rejecte d at alpha l e el of . 05 . 



Chapter V 

Summary and Conclu sio n s 

The primary purpos e of thi s st ud y was to develop a 

v ali d and reliable in s trument to asse ss parental attitudes 

to wa r d the following: televi s ion viol ence , com mer cial s on 

c hild ren's programming, rol e models provid ed by televj s ion , 

t he i nfluence of t e levi sio n on childr e n, a nd paren a l con

t r ol of children's tel e vi sio n viewing. Th e ~eco nd purpo s 

'd as to assess th e attitude s of parents of 3-year-o l d c hil

dr en a nd parents of 8-year-old childr e n t owa rd e c h or th 

f iv e s ubject area s . Th e third purpo s wa s to o mpa r e h 

at ti tudes of parent s of 3-year-old childr n and pu r nts of 

8- ye ar-old ch i ldr e n in each of t h e fiv s ubj ec t u r . ac . 

Fifty-four parent s volunt ee r ed a s s ubj ects f o r this 

descr iptive study implemented in Au g u s t and Sept mb r , 197 9 . 

Mothers comprised 85% of the sample . Twenty-se en p r e n s 

were parents of 3-year-old children a nd 27 we r e parent s of 

8-year-old childr e n. 

The instrument dev e lop ed for this st u dy wa s the 

Par enta l Attitude s Toward Chil d r e n' s Television (P CT ) . The 

PACT questionnaire of 30 it ems co n tain s 15 pair s of ques

tions directed to five subject areas. Le vels of c o ncern ar e 

indicated through a L ~ kert type s cale for r esponse . 

34 
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The reliability of the in st ru ment was es t a bl i s hed wi t h 

5 0 pa rents of children enrolled in th e Texas Woman ' s Uni v e r 

si ty Child Care Center using the t e s t -r ete s t met ho d with a n 

i n ter val of 1 week. A correlation of . 82 was es l nblished 

u s i ng the Pear s on product-moment coef fic i e nt. 

Six null hypo theses were es tabli s he d f or th i s s t u dy . 

The fi rst compared the five subject ar eas b y l e ve l of co n -

c ern with the entire sample. Th e o th e r five w r e d esig n e d 

t o s pec ify differences · between p a r ent s of 3 - yea r- o l d hil

d r e n and parents of 8-y ea r-old c h ildr n in a n y or the fi v 

subjec t areas . 

1. Th ere i s no s ignifi cant d i ff e r e n ce b w e n th e fiv e 

s u bjec t are as in th e l e vel s o f conc , rn e pre sed by l h 

tot a l parent sam pl e . 

2. Th ere is no s ignif icant diff r c r1ce b twe e n par nts 

of 3-year-old children and parents of 8 - year - o ld childr e n 

in levels of concern about television viol e n ce . 

3. There is no s ignifi cant dif f e r e n ce be t wee n par e n s 

of 3-year-old children and par e nt s of 8 - ye ar - o l d c h ildren 

in l evels of concern about c o mme r c i als o n c h i l dr n ' s 

programming. 

4. There is no s ignific ant differ e n ce betwee n parent s 

of 3-year-old children and par ents of 8 - yea r - o ld c h i l dreh 

in levels of concern about r o l e mode l s pr o vi ded b y te l e -

vision. 
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5 . There is no significant diff e renc e betwee n parents 

of 3 - year -old children and parents of 8-year-ol d children 

in lev els of concern about the influ e n ce of tel e vision on 

c h i ld ren. 

6 . There is no sig nifi cant diff e r e n ce b e tw ee n parent s 

o f 3- year-old children a nd par e nt s of 8 - y a r-old hildr n in 

co ntr o l of children's televi sio n vi ewing . 

Comparative examination of the five s ubj ct a r 

r eflec ted in the first · null h ypothesis was ba ed on 

ch i-s quare analysis of frequency di s tri butions . Sign i ficant 

d i f f e r e n c e s b y s u b j e c t a r e a vi c r e e t a b 1 i s h d a t t h . 0 ) 

l evel . Th e total parent group eviden ced g r t r an t rn 

fo r parental control of children's t e l v i sio n v i wing , th e 

influence of televi s ion on childr e n, and comm e r c·a l durin g 

children's programming th a n for the oth e r s ubje ct r a s . 

Th e first null hypothe sis wa s ther efore r ejected . 

Hypotheses 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 were de s i gned to identify 

possible differences in levels of concern in a n of the fi 

s ubj ect areas between parent s of 3 - year -ol d c hildren and 

parents of 8-year-old childr en . A T te st , with a n alpha 

l eve l of .05 revealed no significant differenc e between the 

parents of 3-year-old children and parent s o f 8 - year - old 

children in any of the five subject area s . These hypot hese s 

could not be rejected. 
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Conclu sion s 

Although past studies have indi cated hi gh l ev e l s of 

co nce r n for televi si on viol e n ce , thi s wa s no t confirmed in 

t hi s s tudy. Concern s for appropri ate rol e model s hav e 

i nc r e as ingly appeared in th e lit e r a tur e , but th i s sam ple 

did n o t e videnc e a high e r concern for th is i n rel a tion ship 

t o o t h e r is s ues. A high e r perce nta ge of parent s in t1 is 

st udy indicated they r eg ul a ted tel e vi sio n vjcwing than 

r eport ed in other studi es . 

Although th e liter at ure s uggesterl that pnr r1ta l n tli-

t udes might diff e r with th e age of th e c h ild , he r 1-1 n no 

si gn if ic a nt diff e r e nce beh1 ee n parent s of 3- yea r-ol d c ldl

dre n a nd parent s of 8 - yea r -o ld childr n in ~ n y or th f j e 

subject areas. It is po ssi bl e th a t the si z e or Lh e Bmp l e 

or the l e ngth of the in st ru ment may be r e l a l e d t o th es . 

findings. 

Re comme ndation s 

The data in this s tud y wer e ba sed on self -r e por ts b y 

parent s . It did not e xp l ore t he amo unt of ti me t hat chil 

dren actually spent watchin g tel evision , what t p e of 

control parents exercised over th e ir children ' s u s e of 

tel e vi s ion, and whether or net p a rent s a n cJ c hil d r e n ac lu a ll 

watched television tog et he r. Furt her in vestigation of 

these topics with altern a ti ve me t hodology i ncl ud ing 
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ob se r va tions would determine whether parental be h a vi o r s 

r e fle c t parental attitudes. 

Although adults control their own v i e wing , you ng 

ch ild re n experience tel e vi s ion at th e di s cr e t io n o f pare nt s . 

Par e n tal attitudes toward t e l e vi s ion n e ed furth er invc s ti-

ga tio n. Other sam ple s , with diverse ethni c backg r ound s or 

i n ot her geographic areas could pr ovid e ad diti o n 1 i n s ig t1 s . 

Fu rt he r identification of areas of sp e cial c on rn would 

as si s t parent educators in pro gram plannin g . 
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Appendi x A 

Pare n t Attitude s To1-v a rd Childr e n ' s Te l evision 

Pl ease circle th e respon se that best d esc rib s your 
f ee l ing s in rel at i on s hip to your c hild . Th e f ollowing code 
i s use d for th e r es pon ses : ~Stron g ly Agree , A Ag r e e , 
Q Dis agree , SD Strongly Di s agr ee . 

SA A D SD 1 . 

SA A D SD 2. 
-- ~- --

SA A D SD 3 . 

SA A D SD 4 . 

SA A D SD 5 . 

SA A D SD 6 . - --

SA A D SD 7 . 

SA A D SD 8 . 

SA p., D SD 9. -·- --

SA A D SD 1 0. 

SA A D SD 11. 

SA A D SD 1 2 . 

Te levi si on ca uses my child to be c ' p os d to 
too muc h viol e n ce . 

Parents s ho uld decide what pro g r ams a child 
u n d e r 1 0 y e a r s o f a g e i s a 11 o \v e d t o w a t c h . 

Th e re a r e a n ac ce pt a bl nu mb r o f o mm e rci ls 
during childr e n' s prog ram s . 

T e 1 e v i s i o n s e 1 d o m p r o v i d c m y c l1 i 1 d 1v i L 11 n \v 
info rm atio n ab out the world . 

Tel e vi s i o n portr ays men a nd wom n in 
limit ed nu mbe r of occ u pation s . 

tvl y c h i .l d s e 1 d o m j m i t a t s w h a L i "' s h o 1m o n 
t e 1ev.isj_on. 

Te l e v i s ion is a ou rce of 
conflict . 

aren - ch ild 

Af ter seeing v·ol e nce on t e l e i sio n , my c l1ilcl 
acts mor e agg r essi v e ly . 

"Vi e 1ve r Discretion Adv ise d" wa rn ing s h Jp rne 
i n d e c i d i n g i f m y c h i 1 d s o u 1 ci 1v a t c h a p r o <J r til . 

My child ge ne r ally sees g ood e a mp l es of 
ad ult be havi o r o n t e l e vi sion . 

Seei n g v io l e n ce on tel e v i s ion doe s no lead 
to a nxi ety a nd ni g htmare ~ in my child . 

The amount o f tel e visi on ti me i s more c ~ti 
ca l to my chil d t ha n t he conten t of t e 
progra 1:, . 
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SA A 0 SO 13. 

SA A 0 SO 14. 

S/\ A D SO 15. 

SA A 0 SO 16. 

SA A 0 SO 17. 

SA A 0 SO 18. 

SA A D SO 19. 

SA A D SO 20. 

SA A D SO 22. 

SA A D SO 23. 

~ ~ 0 ~-!2. 24. 

SA A D SO 25. 

SA A 0 SO 26. 
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The present system of in terr upti ng children ' s 
progr a ms with com mercial s is accep t able . 

Viol e nce on tel e vi sio n does not cause my 
child to act more aggr essi ve ly . 

My child l earn s new inform at ion abo ut th e 
world from televi sio n . 

"Vi ewe r Di sc r et ion Ad v ised " ~varnin~ s or e of 
littl e v a lu e in deci ding if my child s hould 
1-1atch a s how. 

There are too many ommercials d u rin g hil
dren' s pro grams . 

Television provid es my child with the opror
tunity to see me n a nd women in a wide v a ricly 
of occupatio ns . 

Television doe s no t expose my chi l d to an 
exce ss of viol ence . 

fvl y c h i l d f i n d s b o t h t h e c o m m r c i n 1 a n c1 lt 1 

progr a m e n tertaining . 

Seeing viol e nce o n t ele vision le a d s o 
anxi e ty a n d ni ght ma r es in my child . 

What my child watches o n TV i s more importan 
than how mu c h TV i s watched . 

Per sons of diff ere nl r aces foun d on televi
sion progra ms are li ke per sons o f th ose r aces 
found in r ea l li fe . 

Tel evision vi ewing cau ses little conflict 
betwee n par e nt and child . 

Childr en un de r the age of 1 0 should he 
allowed to wa t ch wha t e ve r progr ams hey 
chose. 

Commercials s h oul d be e i ther at th e begi1 nir.g 
or end of a s how and not int e rru pt c h il d r n ' s 
program s . 



SA i\ D SD 2 7. 

SA A D SD 28. 

SA A D SD 29. 

SA A D SD 30. 
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Most adu l t beh a vior on TV i s not a go o d 
example for my child . 

My child oft e n imitat e s act i on s seen on 
television. 

My child find s comm e r c i a l s mo r e e nt ertaining 
than program s . 

Per s on s of diff e r e nt r aces fo un d o n televi
sion are unre a l i s t i c compared to rea l lif 
persons of tho s e s a me r aces . 



Appendix 8 

Parent Information Sheet 

l. Sex of parent completing the qu es tionn aire . F 

2. How many chi ldr e n are in the family? 

3 . What i s the age o f each child? 

4. Approx imately how ma ny hours eac h d ay do es each child 

watch TV? 

5. Do the children hav e hi s or h e r own t e l e vi s ion se l s? 

6 . Do you and your children ~va t ch t e l evi s i o n to g . ther? 

7. Do yoQ h a v e rule s con ce rning what a nd /or wh e n your 

children can watch? I f s o , p 1 a s d e s r i b e !1 c rn 

8. 

9. 

bri e fly . 

Did you watch televi s ion as a c hild ? 

Are there any other comm e nt s th at you would l ike 

about television in relation s hip to childre n ? 
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App endix C 

App r oval from the Human Subj ec t s Re v i e w C o~m i tt e e 

Name of Inve s tigator: 

• Ad dress:· 

T E XAS WO~IA N'S U :--: IV ERS ITY 
coX 22187, T\V lj Sr A TI ON 

O t:NTtJ:"'i. Tt.:XA~ 76:!1}4 

l·!s . Ha rv Sh r i der - Cr;:>J.""s'"'c""r'-. __ _ Ce n t r : Denton 

P. 0. Rox _ll3 Dat e : _r'\ •~2.B..., .. ...J...9.J_:L.-----

De a r Ms. Shrider -Co l son : 

Yo ur study e ntitled A Co~~?ii !'i son o f the r, tt i t:~· ;~~P,neo~s ..o f 

Th r ee yea r Olds and Pa r e n t s of Eight Yc .:J. r Ol d s CQ.Ll~r:1 i n3 Tc 1 c•J ; s · o,__ 

h a s been revie~o1ed by a committee of t he Human Re s ea rch Re v iew Co:nmi ee 

a~d it appe a r s to mee t our r equireme nts in r egard to p rotection o h 

individua l' s r i ghts . 

Please be reminded that both th e Unive r s i ty a n d th e De p a rtmen t 

of Health, Education and We lfare r e gulation s r e q uire that written 

consents must be obtained from all human subj e cts in y o ur s tud i e s . 

These forms must be kept on fil e by you. 

Furthermore, sho uld your project change , ano t her r evi e w b y 

the Corru11i t t ee i s r equired , accord ing to DHEI~ r e gulations . 

Sincere ly, 

Cha irman , Ht~an Reoea rch 
Review Committe e 

at De nton , Tex a s 
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Dear Parent , 

App e ndix D 

Cover Letter 

My grad uate research pro j ect at the Texas Wo ma n' s Un i 

vers ity r e lates t o the concerns of parent s a bout c hildren ' s 

t e levisio n. Wo ul d you pl ease share your opinion s abo u t 

t ele vision with me ? 

All responses will be confid e ntial and will b ana ly z'd 

a lo ng with th ose of ma~y other parents . It is not n ccs a ry 

to s ign your na me to eithe r of the enclo se d for m . Your 

co mp leting a nd r et urnin g the qu es tionn ai r e will sig nif y your 

conse n t to being a n a nonymous participant in thi s proj ec 

In this type of re searc h ther e i s no phy s i cn l inv o l emcn 

and th e refore no medical t r eatment or comp e n sa tion for 

physical injuries. 

The re s ults of thi s st ud y 1-vi ll be report ed in myth sis . 

If you wish to obtain a n abstrac t, plea se writ e me at P . O. 

Box 113, De nton, Texas 76201 . Pl ease return th e co mp let d 

que s tionn a ir e at your ea rli est c onv e ni e n ce . An addres se d, 

s t ampe d e nv e l ope ha s been enclosed for thi s purpo se . 

assista nc e wi th thi s s tudy i s deep ly appreciated . 

Na ry Shrider-Col so n 

Gr ad u a te Stud e nt 

Texas Woman ' s Univer s ity 
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