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and constraint. The new Park Board took office on 21 May 1935 and 

one week later cut salaries of Parks Department employees by ten 

percent. Jim Dan Sullivan, new President of the Park Board, reflected 

the prevalent attitude when he said the Park Board "did not construe 

its responsibilities to include social welfare outreach. "1 0 

New Deal programs experimented with a number of ways to help 

the poor, relieve unemployment, and provide work before the 

creation of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in 1935. Days 

after his inauguration, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proposed 

legislation to address the problems of unemployment and poverty. 

With 12 to 15 million people out of work and even more seeking 

relief, the average relief stipend amounted to fifty cents per day per 

family. In May 1932 Congress funded the Federal Emergency Relief 

Administration (FERA) with $500 million. Harry Hopkins, who 

headed FERA, encouraged state administrators to try a variety of 

methods of relief for the poor, but his power to direct the way relief 

was handled by state administrators was restrained by the structure 

of the program. FERA made grants to state and local agencies that, in 

turn, planned and executed relief measures. Half the appropriation 

was marked to match funds the states had already expended and the 

other half targeted areas where need was greatest and did not 

1 0B iles, "The New Deal in Dallas," 4; City of Dallas Park Board Minutes, vol. 
8, Dallas City Hall, Dallas, TX, 357, 359; Harry Jebsen, Jr., Robert M. Newton and 
Patricia R. Hogan, Centennial History of the Dallas, Texas Park System. 1876-
1976 (Lubbock, TX: Texas Tech University, 1976), 472. 










































































































































































































































































































































