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Introduction

• BA, Art History, Texas A&M University – Commerce, 2016

• MLIS, Texas Woman’s University, 2018

• Public Services Librarian for UNT Special Collections since March 2019



UNT Special Collections

• Located in Willis Library, UNT Denton Campus

• Over 900 collections

• 350,000+ items available digitally

• Available to the UNT community and beyond

• Small (but mighty!) team

• Average 20-25 instruction sessions per semester



Holding History in Your Hands:

Medieval and Renaissance Manuscript Fragment Project



Holding History in Your Hands

• Fall 2019 – Semester long project

• HIST 4218, Early Medieval History course

• Recipient of UNT Special Collections Coursework Development Grant

• Special Collections instruction breakdown:

• Early semester class visit – Collection overview

• Student research visits throughout the semester

• End of semester student showcase

• Learning Objectives (SC Specific):

• Locate and analyze a specific item and relate it to medieval manuscript culture

• Design both a scholarly and a creative material response to an item 

• Present their scholarly and creative responses



Holding History in Your Hands

Identity

Historical Context

Physical Attributes



Holding History in Your Hands

Manuscript Fragment Project Showcase - December 5, 2019



Special Collections Research 101:

Introducing Students to Special Collections Research



Special Collections Research 101

• Spring 2020 – “One-Shot” Session

• HNRS 1500, Honors Intro to Academic Inquiry Course

• Special Collections instruction breakdown:

• Pre-visit activity (Digital collections exploration)

• Tour of Special Collections Reading Room

• Special Collections 101 presentation

• Physical materials exploration activity

• Learning Objectives/Goals:

• Be able to identify and locate primary sources

• Know how to request and access Special Collections materials

• Be familiar with physical & digital Special Collections materials



Special Collections Research 101 - Pre-Visit Activity

• Provided students detailed instructions 

on accessing and locating materials on 

the Portal to Texas History

• Asked students to find item from UNT 

Special Collections and note the item’s:

• Title

• Description

• Collection

• Subjects

• Additional Interesting Information

• Went over activity and discussed items 

found during in-class session



Special Collections Research 101 - In-Class Visit and Activity

• Provided students with an overview of:

• Special Collections

• Primary sources

• Finding aids

• The UNT Libraries Catalog

• Locating and requesting materials

• Registering for an Aeon account

• Accessing materials

• Made presentation available in PDF 

format to act as a post-session 

instructional guide



Special Collections Research 101 - In-Class Visit and Activity

Archival Materials

Artists and 

Miniature Books

Facsimiles and 

Early Printed Works

In-Class Activity:

• Describe and analyze item(s)

• Where might you locate them?

• Compare/Contrast



Special Collections Research 101 – Survey Results
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Navigating and Locating Special Collection
Materials

Requesting and Accessing Special
Collection Materials

On a scale of 1 to 5, how comfortable are you…

1 (Not at all) 2 3 (Somewhat) 4 5 (Very)



The Recursive Sketchbook:

Special Collections as Artistic Inspiration



The Recursive Sketchbook

• Fall 2019 – Assignment-specific

• ASTU 5000, Sketchbook + Idea Development Course

• Special Collections instruction breakdown:

• Two visits during class to view and react to collection materials

• Student visits to Reading Room prior to assignment due date

• Goals for Special Collections:

• Introduce students to archives and special collection materials

• Select and share appropriate and varied collection samples

• Work with students to answer any questions they have about materials in 

relation to their assignment



The Recursive Sketchbook – Available Collections

Medieval and Renaissance 

Fragment Collection

Bell Helicopter Collection

LGBTQ Archives



The Recursive Sketchbook – Available Collections

Botanical Prints

& Specimen Books

Clark Family Photography 

Collection

Early Map Collection



The Recursive Sketchbook – Student Sketchbooks



The Recursive Sketchbook – Student Sketchbooks



The Recursive Sketchbook – Student Sketchbooks



Takeaways

• Motivate faculty to connect with your collections

• Look for non-traditional ways to connect students with materials

• Communication is key

• Collaborate!



Instruction Efforts: COVID-19 Edition

• Coursework Development Grants

• Increasing scanning limits and capabilities for remote instruction efforts

• Video tutorials

• Live demonstrations via document camera

• Careful collaboration and planning



Thank you for your time!

Questions?

meagan.may@unt.edu


