
THE KINDERGARTEN: THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS OF 

SELF-CONCEPT, LANGUAGE AGE, READINESS, 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS, SEX, FAMILY 

SIZE AND ACHIEVEMENT 

A DISSERTATION 

SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLlfENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 

THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF EDUCATION 

IN THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THE 

TEXAS WOMAN'S UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

BY 

VERNA M. PETERSON B. S., M. ED. 

DENTON, TEXAS 

17 AUGUST 1974 



Texas Woman's University 

Denton, Texas 

_J_u_n_e_2_6 ____ 19 7 4

We hereby recommend that the dissertation

our supervision by Verna M. Peterson

prepared under 

entitled THE KINDERGARTEN: THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS OF

SELF-CONCEPT, LANGUAGE AGE, READINESS, SOCIO-

ECONOMIC STATUS, SEX, FAMILY SIZE, AND ACHIEVEMENT 

be accepted as fuHilling this part of the requirements for the Degree of 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Many people have contributed to the completion of 

this study. Foremost among them is Dr. William J. Anderson. 

Dr. Anderson's continuing encouragement, his wise counsel, 

and his unwavering faith expressed in me, have facilitated 

the completion of the doctoral study. The writer is deeply 

grateful and privileged to have worked closely with an 

exemplary model of the teaching profession. 

The writer also wishes to express appreciation to 

members of the committee. Dr. Rose Spicola first suggested 

the topic for the study and assisted the writer in organiz­

ing and designing the study. Her keen insight into human 

behavior, her untiring efforts, her ability, her intel­

ligence, and her continuing support have been a source of 

inner strength. The writer was indeed fortunate to have 

Dr. Howard L. Stone serve as advisor and chairman. His 

expertise in listening, suggesting, and professional 

writing have facilitated the writing of thia study. Grati­

tude is extended Dr. Stone and Dr. Spicola for their 

heartening shpport, hours of consultation and direction. 

The writer was indeed fortunate to have Dr. William Bryant 

of East Texas State University serve on her committee. His 

knowledge of the educative process is deeply appreciated. 

iii 






















































































































































































