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PREFACE 

The purpose of this thesis is to show wherein 

Christian Socialism, the soci al-ethical theory based 

upon the Golden Rule , is reflected in the works of 

Thomas Carlyle , Frederick Denison Maur ice, Charles 

Kings ley, John Ruskin, Arnold Toynbee, and Mrs. 

Humphry Ward, who evolved a plan for a social order, 

founded upon practical Christian principles, that 

would adjust the differences between social classes 

and would eradicate the economic and social injus­

tices of the ancien regime. 

To Dr . L. M. Ellison, head of the English depart­

ment, for his invaluable suggestions and guidance and 

to the members of the library staff for their kindly 

assistance I wish to express my sincere appreciation. 
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CHAPTER I 

CUR RENTS OF SOCIAL UNREST IN EARLY 

NINETEENTH CENTURY ENGLAND 

The French Revolution was the first articulate ex­

pression of the aspirations of democracy in Europe, for 

it gave to those forces created by the Industrial Revo­

lution and chafing under the restrictions of the ancien 

regime the necessary encouragement to break down the 

sharp barriers between social castes of the aristocratic 

landowners and the industrial class. Though discredited 

by excesses and ob s cured by the military despotism of 

the Napoleonic era, the se aspirations were nevertheless 

to be the determining forces of th0 history of the 

western world during the Nineteenth Century. The middle 

class, determined to assert its p ower in the S t ate, 

instituted strong agitation for r e form of the franchise 

and the system of representation. The working-men, 

excluded by the property restrictions from the p rivilege 

of the franchise, and prevented by the Combination 

Laws of 1799 and 1800 from organizing to protect them­

selves against the aristocracy, whom they considered 

their arch enemies , joined the middle class in its 

struggle for politica l freedom. They were led to be­

lieve that by shifting the power of government to the 

middle class, democracy would be established and their 



own we lfare secured. But, in reality, the p roposed 

reform was beneficial only to the industrialists . 

2 

The agitation for reform became so strong that it 

impelled the division of p ower i n to the two-party sys­

tem , the Tories , representing the aristocratic conserva­

tive interests , and the Whig s or liberals, who favored 

reform . The Tories denounced the p roposed measure as 

being ndestructiv e of all property, all right, a.nd of 
1 

all privilege" . The Whig constituency - reenforced by 

the al l egiance . of the social reforrner ;Robert Owen, the 

radical editor, Richard Cobbett, the radic a l organize~ 

Franc is Place , and the Tor•ies alienated from their 

p arty by the Catholic Emancipation Act - formed a Whig 

Cabinet i n 1831, and forced the enactment o f the Reform 

Bill in 1832. 

Though limited in actual scope, the Reform Bill 

of 1832 was extensive in its influence, for from its 

acquisition emanated those forces of unre st which 

characterized the reform era . It organiz e d discontent 

along definite party lines, and established the prece­

den t of reform through peaceful agitation in accord with 

British conservatism rather than by revolution. It 

encouraged the proletariat to change from its placid 

1 Schapiro, Modern and Contemporary European 
History, p . 60. 
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acc eptance of its lot - poor housing, bad working con­

d itions, low wages, child labor, industrial accident, 

and indu stria l disease - into a seething mass of dis­

content, an d laid the foundation for their long struggle 

.f or socia l equ ality, p olitic al freedom, and economic 

op p or tuni t y. 

Though the r eforms of the first forty years of 

t h e nine te enth century reflect largely the struggle 

f or p olitical pr ivilege, and were designe d primarily 

for the protection of p rop erty and t he advancement of 

wealth, the social conscience had be en awakened to the 

injustices of the industrial syst em, which imposed such 

a n unequ al d istribution of capital and the fruits of 

labor as to divide society into two classes, the p os­

sessed and the dispossesed. The welfare of the indivi­

dual, to the public-spirited, had become synonymous 

with the welfare of the nation. Wb.ether this interest, 

evinced by the Earl of Shaftesbury and other aristocrats, 

was purely an altruistic interest or a policy of selfish­

ness adopted to combat the arrogant middle class, it is 

not our purpose to prove . But that there was a con­

scious effort to ameliorate the conditions of the poor 

is attested by the legislative reforms of the period: 

the repeal of the Comb ination Laws, 1824; the Factory 

-Act of 1833, which limited the labor of children between 
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the ages of nine and thirteen to forty-eight hours a 

we ek , and of those between thirteen and eighteen to 

sixty-eight hours, provided for a system of factory 

inspec tion, and prohibited the employment of children 

under nine in texti le f actories; the act of 1842 , which 

forbade the emp loyment in mines of boys under ten and 

wor.1en and girls; the Ten Hour Act of 1847, which res­

tr i cted the labor of women and girls in factories not 

to exceed ten hours a day; the revision of the Poor Law 

in 1834, limiting outdoor relief to the aged and infirm; 

and t he repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, which removed 
2 

the protective duty on breadstuff. 

We ar·e not to assume, however, that this forfeiture 

of pr ivileges by the middle-class oligarchies was with 

their acquiescence, but quite the contrary. They bitter­

ly opp osed reform agitation . Their opposition increased 

the antagonism of the reform element, the Chartists, 

whose revolutionary tendencies reflected much of the 

fervor and.heat of the rebellions on the continent. 

This concentrated movement for reform in England from 

1837 to 1848 was known as Chartism, which on the one 

hand was a struggle for political freedom, and on the 

other hand a radical social and economic struggle. 

2 Schapiro, Modern and Contemporary History of 
Europe, pp. 62-70. 
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The Tory p olicy of repression, pursued assiduously, 

had conc entrated and solidified their opp osition. In 

1838 a petition , dravm up by a group of men convened 

at the London Worki ngmen •s Association, s e t forth the 

demands of the labor er s. It contained "six p oints": 

(1) universal manhood suffrage, (2) abolition of pr o-

perty qualifications for members of Par liament, (3) 

annual Parliament s , (4) eq~al r epresentat ion, (5 ) pay­

ment of members of Parliament, and ( 6) vote b y secret 

ballot . The "People's Charter rt, as it was called, was 

rejected in 1839 , and through the succeeding decade the 

agitation for it took on revolutionary tendencies. 

Reenforced by t he National Charter Association at 

Manche st e r and the failure of the p otato crop in Ireland 

and the wheat crop in England in the e arly forties, the 

Chartists members increased in number. Demonstrations 

in open defiance of law and order were speedily repressed. 

It must be borne in mind that over a p eriod of ten 

years, a reform measure may . lose its original body of 

advocates and supp orters. This was true of "Chartism". 

Prosperity in the late forties, occasioned by the repeal 

of the c_orn Laws, 1846, the improvement of factory con­

ditions through the Ten Hour Act of 1847, and the provi­

dential g ood cr op s in Ireland and England, cau sed a 

wane in the interest of the more conservative supporters 
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of the Charter , and left it largely in the hands of 

reckless p artisans . On April 10, 1848, a p ublic demon­

stration was pl2nned. One hundred thousand men , with 

Feargus O' Connor , a fiery Irish barrister, as their 

leader , were to meet on Kennington CorrLmon to present 

their petj_tion subscribed to by six milli on names . The 

Government , alarmed by the threat of rebellion, stationed 

in London seventeen thousand constables under the com­

mand of Wellington . Instead of the expected 100,000 

men , barely a tenth of tha t number arrived, and. less 

than a third of the boasted 6,000,000 names were sub­

scribed . The fiasco, as graphically de scrib ed by 

Kingsley - "broke up p itiably piecemeal, drenched and 

cowed, body and soul, by p ouring rain on its way home -

for the very heavens mercifully helped to quench our 

folly - while the monster petition crawled ludicrously 

away in a hack cab, to be dragged to the floor of the 
3 

House of Commons amid roars of laughter. tt 

Though uchartism" failed in its immediate demands, 

its effect upon subsequent reform is unmistakable; for 

by the franchise acts of 1867, 1884, and 1918, by the 

removal of p roperty qualifications of members of the 

House of commons in 1858 , and by the industrial acts 

3 Kingsley, Charles. Alton Locke, p . 310. 
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which restricted the exploitation of labor by the ruth­

less capital ist s, its general demands were gained . 

More i mp ortant than its defeat was its success in amal­

gamating the pro l etar iat into a conscious class, 

strugg line; to effect these reforms. "Chart ism" was 

unique in that it focused for the first time the politi­

cal asp irations of the masses , and promulgated radical 

social-economic theories . 

Foremost am ong these is socialism , which, in one 

form or another, profoundly influenced the last half / 

of the Nineteenth century . Socialism, unlike precedent 

rE-)forms , seek s not to rehabilitate old institutions in 

new "clothes 11 in the manner of restrictive l egislation , 

but to build a-new. Its aim is not reform, but revolu­

tion . 1rhe whole system of existing society was founded 

up on the wrong principle of exp loitation of labor; as 

producer, by cap ital; as consumer, by the middle class; 

as tenants, by landlords. The whole capitalistic sys­

tem is corrupt and wasteful. Its entire course, in the 

light of hi s tory, has been class struggle determined b y 

economic conditions. First, under the feudal:tstic 

agricultural system, it was a struggle between landowner 

and tenant. second; under the capitalistic system, it 

was a struggle between capital and labor . The socialist 

solution of the economic chaos most influential in the 
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Nineteenth century was that advanced by Karl Marx (1818-

1883) a well-to-do Jew, born at Trier, F.henish Prussia. 

In his Communist Manifesto ( 1848), Marx advanced his 

theory of a Cooperative Commomveal th. He advocated 

Government ownership o f all public utilities , the res­

tric tion of private per c'. onal prop erty to clothes, houses, 

and household goods, and the distribution of wealth 

according to labor through Govern.ment regulation of 

salaries . He recognized labor as the s ource of all 

value; that is , the exchange v alue of a commodity was 

regulated by the amour1t o.f labor and pains necessary 

to p roduce it. Marxian socialism recommended a democra­

tic government in which the majority, the laborers, had 

controlling p ower; it rejected ''ideas and emotions 

centering within race, religion, culture, and father­

land as ideological veils obscuring the real motive 
4 

forces, ,Nhich are material." 

Socialism, as defined by Marx, was not so influen­

tial in England during the middle decades of the 

Ninete rmth Century as was Utop ianism, an essentially 

humanitarian movement led by Robert Owen (1771-1858) . 

He was a philanthropist and a social reformer. He 

believed that harmony between classes could be established 

4 Schapiro, Modern and Contemp orary Europ ean 
History, p. 579. 
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through environment . He was deep ly symp athetic toward 

the laborers, and spent his life and fortune in an 

earnest endeavor to ameliorate their condition . In 

New Lanark , Scotland , a manufacturing town of two or 

three hundred inhabitants , he began the practical ex­

p eriment of his Utoo ian schemes . He organized the 

laborers of the village for the purpo se of cooperative 

acti on for the g ood of the whole . He increased the 

wages of his emp loyees, improved factory conditions, 

organj_zed schools , and built wholesome houses for men . 

With the success of the Lanark project, his desi r e to 

expand it increased; and he founded similar village 

commonwealths a t Orbiston , England, and New Harmony , 

in America . Objection to Owen's relj_gious heresies 

and his thoroughly communistic principle s led to dif­

ficulties in the management of these p rojects and 

ultimately defeated them . Owen bec&~e interested in 

promule;ating his doctrines, and to this end he lectured 

and wrote during the remainder of his life . His in­

fluences as a refo rmer were ex.tensive and permanent . 

His economic doctrine was imp erfect and vague . The 

11 0wenites 11 favored "state socialismu , the centralization 

of powers in the State . They were opp osed to Marxian 

socialism , and denounced Marx ' s theory of labor as the 

only source of value. The state socialists advocated 
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state regulation of labor and capital. Social insur­

ance, railway rates, and minimum wage rates are examples 

of "state socialismn. It is distinctly conservative, 

and its possibilities for benevolence and charity en­

listed the liberals of the Church and the State . State 

and private philanthropy began to take an interest in 

the laborer and to do their part to make them better 

men . They did much toward releasing laborers as teach­

ing them to release themselves from the thraldom of 

mach inery and the individualistic materialism of the 

period . Scientific progress of the early nineteenth 

century was rapid and far-reaching. It inc1~eased pro­

duction and wealth, but the mal-distribution of the 

fruits of production resulted in widespread poverty , un­

employment, and discontent. 'I1he series of experiments 

carrie d on by the unions, by Owen and others forced on 

the masters of industry the knowledge that in spite of 

the great part played by machinery, improved conditions 

and shorter hours of labor actually tended to increase 

production. This knowledge resulted in the restricted 

conditions of women and child labor , shorter hours, 

factory improvements, and better wages. 

Of equal importance with the practical applica­

tion of science as an unsettling influence was the 

development of rational thought. Prior to the develop­

ment of the theory of evolution by Lyell, Darwin, and 
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Herbert Spencer, the phenomena of nature were ascribed 

to !fchance" . Educated men r ecognized no causation or 

law of nature . Their idea of the universe was 

11 cata strophic 11 ; tha t is, that the physical asp ects of 

the earth are the results of accident or chance, not 

subject to natural laws and orderliness such as Lyell 

set forth in his Principles of Geolog~ (1830-1833) . 

The most i mp ortant theory advanced in the period of 

scientific conquest was Darwin's theory of evolution, 

the the ory that all animal and p lant life is the result 

of a gradual development through different forms . By 

the publication of his famous book, The Origin of the 

Species ?Y Me ans of Natura l Selection (1859), Darwin 

aroused a storm of discus s ion that lasted a generation . 

The theologians asserted that the theory was a direct 

attack on the Biblical idea o f the creation of man by 

God . They denounced the theory as in opposition to 

religion and the belief in the verbal inspiration of 

the Bible . It fo r ced the members of the different 

branches of the Christian Church to readjust their 

religious :)hilos ophy . 

The half century from 1830 to 18 80 witnessed the 

greatest upheaval in English theological thought of 

any period since the Reformation . The application of 

scientific methods to theological research , and the 
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Oxford Movement, were the main forces in the strugg le . 

The first was forced up on the Church from without , but 

t h e latter was a r eaction from Methodism and came from 

wi thin the Church . rrhe Oxford Movement ( 1833-1845) was 

begun by a group of Oxford divines, Pusey, Keble, and 

Ne\~nan, whos e aim was to rescue the Church of ~~gland 

from the cold intellectual formalism that :removed it 

from vital r eligion . The Wesleyanism of the eighteenth 

century had accomp lished, in a small measure, the same 

mi s sion; but Wesleyanism was distinctly a middle class 

r evival and did little toward interesting the intellec­

tual and hereditary aristocracies . Their purpose had 

be en to revive personal religion and 0 to spread Scrip-
5 

tual holiness over the land". The Oxford movement 

reached its height at the time of the passage of Irish 

Church Temporalities Bill in 1835, which alarmed the 

clergy at· the danger of the p ossible spread of Roman 

Catholicism. They set thffinselves to arouse the Church 

from its lethargic state, and they published a series 

of articles called Tracts for the Time~, which soon 

roused all England. The tractarians, as they were 

called, stated their purpose to be to teach a "higher 

notion of the Church than was conceived by the 

5 Encyclopedia Britanni?a, Vol. XV, p . 357 . 
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Evangelical theology or the popular and p ol itical 
6 

noti on of it" . They aspired to lea d a "neglec tful 

generat ion to the accep t ance of the doctrines of the 

Anglican Church , its rituals, disci pline, orders, 
7 

and sacred ordinances 11 • Hurrell Frou de, Newman , Pusey, 

Wilberforce , and others contributed t o the series of 

Tracts , which began with the Irish Bishopri,cs and went 

on to advocate Apost olic Suc cession , Efficacy of the 

Sacr aments , Pries tly Abs olut ion , and the Authority of 

Church . In Tract ~ C, Newman attempted to show that 

the Thirty- Nine Articles were not inconsistent with 

Roman Cathol icism. This statement a rouse d the inherent 

English hatred of p opery; and with Newman's withdrawal 

to Rome in 1845 , gave r ise to widespread theological 

controversy. Chief among the divisions of the Anglic an 

Church occ a sioned by the Tractar ians were the High 

Chu rch party, which embodied the doctrine of Pusey, 

and the Br oad Church faction, which represented the 

liberal s . The latter was led by such men as Thomas 

Arnold, Dean VVhately, Mark Pattison, and Benjamine 

Jowett. These men accepted the principal tene ts of 

the Church, and "vere willing to treat relig ious questions 

6 Cambridge Histor~ ~£. English Literature, Vol. XI I , 
p . 283 . 

7 Ibid. , p • 28 3 • 
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in the lieht of new scientific thought . They did not 

orieinate a new doctrine but establi shed their faith 

on the union of the r ationali sm of the Noetics and the 

idealism of the German transcendentalists . The Broad 

Churchmen were, to a c ertain extent , influenced by the 

effect which they saw that the High Chu.rch practices 

produced on char a cter . They , however , were principally 

mystics who looked for communion with the div ine through 

the inner revelation of God . 

In the Christ:i..an Socialists the vltal elements of 

the High Church and Broad Church movements were united . 

Frederick Denison Mauric e embodies this union . The 

High Church recognized the Church as the social ideal 

and s ought to bring the whol e of life into the Church 

in order to make the world a true representation of 

the divine will . Maur ice saw tbat the s ocial ideal 

which he wished to establish was made pos s ible through 

a univArs a l brotherhood of mankind wherein each indivi­

dual woul d consider his neighbor ' s welfa.re before his 

own . Maurice was guided by his love of humanity . He 

attempted to bring the world into the Church , under 

the fatherhood of God , and in sonship with Jesus Chr:Lst 

as a remedy for a11 · the e v il s and misery he saw about 

him . The union of both p arties , the High Church and 

the Broad Church, was in their demand for character . 
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Here again Maurice was the union of the two; for to 

him the final justification of all theory and practice 

was t o be found in j_ ts ef.fec t upon human character . 

Maurice and his little band of followers known as the 

Christian Socialists did more than any othe:r g roup 

t oward keeping the forward movement in the pol itical 

and s ocial life in union with God, and directing the 

curr ent s of unrest toward a universal brotherhood . 

Though the High Church and Broad Church movements in­

fluenced them, their chief insp iration cmne from 

Thomas Carlyle, 111rho in the midst of Godless materialism , 

st ruck the firs t bold notes for idealism . The suc­

ce e ding chapter will be an attemp t to show wherein the 

whole Christian Social movement, led by Maurice and 

Kingsley , was basically the social- ethical philosophy 

of Thoma s Carlyle . 



CHAPTER II 

CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM: THE SOCIAL-ETHICAL 11 HEOIUES 

OF THOM /\ S C_fl,RLYLE , F HEDER ICK DENI S ON MAUR ICE, 

AND CHARLES KINGSLEY 

The student of social theory during the Vic torian 

era in England soon flnds himself i n a Vaf:t ferme nt of 

ideas that sought ar ticula te e Ypression in t he theories 

of ut ilitariani sm , liberalism, or thodox politi c a l 

e conomy , po sitivism , and socialism . Of the many changes 

of t he p eriod those tha t were most revolutionary came 

in the fields of science , invention , and machinery. 

Science amp lified and r eordered knowledge and the method 

of acquiring it; invention found new controls and 

services for the forces of s cience; machinery multiplied 

resources . Science did not concern its e lf with senti­

ments , emotions , 8.nd sympathies, but 'dth the materialis ­

tic i mprovement of man and his environment . It directed 

man , s mind away from the supernatural to the actual 

world about h im; and although the church continued to 

do its share in education and humanitarian work , it had 

lost its hold up on the laborers, who had embraced 

secularism and dissent . The church and the aristoc1)acy 

were the main defense against the demands of the prole­

tariat, and were the bulwarks of tradition . In their 
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op p os ition to liberalism they had driven the working 

cla ss to an acceptance of the industrial philosophy 

of Ut i litariani sm , which, through practical applica­

tion of ec onomic and ethical law, p romised the organi­

za t i on of s ociety so as to secure tithe greatest happ i ­

n es s of the gre a test numberu . The economist held that 

Util i t a rianism, the doctrine of laissez-fair~, uncon­

trolled competition, was the law of progress and the 

right i nt er p reta tion of the world . The proletariat 

embr a c e d the doctrine with enthusiasm becaus e they 

f anc ied t h ey saw in Utilitarianism a deliverance from 

p over t y and oppression, and a means for securing 

mater i al well-being . In reality they had only changed 

mast e r s , substituting for the traditional aristocracy 

indus tr:t a l oligarchies actuated primarily by the greed 

of Midas, selfishness, prejudice, and class interests 

t h at for a long while retarded and obstructed humani­

tarian compassion for the ever-inc r easing suffering of 

the wo r king classes . 

Important as were these various schools of thought 

in the i mp rovement of humanity during the Victorian Era, 

esp ecially that of Utilitarianism, the greatest impelling 

force lay in the idealism which fostered an active 

humanitarian spirit. The historical criticism which 

had questioned the Christian evidences of revelation, 
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and the adv anc e of sci enc e which made absur d the i dea 

of spe c ial p r ov idence, had not stifled but quickened 

man ' s e agerne ss t o find a communication between God and 

t h e mater ial universe . Th e scientific affirmation that 

11 ma tter i s a l l ; Go d is a machine 11 was not sufficient to 

combat the i n n a t e i dealism of the Ellg lish mind. A n ew 

i mp ortance was p l a c e d u p on t h e individual's p lac e in 

the pr ogress of t h e ag e , and conve rsion became les s t h e 

evangel ic a l ide a of "p lucking a br and from the fires of 

s in tt and mor e t h e individual's determination of r ight 

a ctivi ty in t he world in which he lived . The evangeli ­

cal d oc trine wa s in harmony with the democratic move­

men t in its assertion of the individual's importance , 

and in its disregard of institutions and forms . It was 

dynamica lly opp o s ed to t he Utilitarian materialism 

whi ch r e cognized no r evelation of God outside of things. 

It was l e ss in symp athy wi t h t he eastern mystics who 

f ou nd revelation through contemp lation and ad.oration 

which r emove d both themselves and God from an inter e st 

in t he world ' s g overnment, than with the Eng lish mystic, 

wh ose imagination found God very close to man . Lite r a­

ture which had found the stimulus for imaginative 
' 

fr amework for art in the Christian concep tion of the 

uni verse, found little s timulus f :r om t he rationalistic 

v iew of life. The great Victorians, Carlyle , Eliot, 
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Dickens , were chi l dren of the pe ople, and had been 

trained in evangelic al discipline to be mystics rather 

than rationalists~ They believ ed in faith, preached 

duty , and sought revelation . '11heir literature responded 

to man ' s desire to i magine God . Even when the word God 

was rejected and usurped by such terms as "humanity", 

"destiny'' , or "civilization" , there was still in Vic­

torian literature an eagerness to imag ine God . If 

there is any one message deriv able from the literature 

of the Nineteenth Century , it is that "man does n ot 

live by bread a lonen , and no whore in Victori an litera­

ture is this belief more forcibly g iven than in the 

works of Thomas Carlyle , Frederick Denison Maurice, and 

Charles Kingsley . 

Firs t among these au thor·s was Thomas Carlyle 

(1795-1881)., who came among the deists, theists, econo­

mists , and rationalists of the Nineteenth Centur y as a 

prophet speaking to a ll sects, all creeds, and all 

parties unwelcome truths . "He came amone; them to tear 
1 

the mask from their hypocritical cant . " He denounc ed 

with vituperation and scorn the Godle s s mechanism of 

his age : 

1 Warner Library of the World's Best Literature, 
Vol . VI, p . 3232 . 
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Were we required to characterize this age of ours 
by any sing le epithet , we should be tempted to call it , 
not an Historical, Devotional, Philosophical, or Moral 
Age , but above all others, t he Mechanical Age . - Our 
old modes of exertion are all d iscredited, and thrown 
aside . On e very hand , the living artisan is driv en 
from his workshop , to make room for a speedier, inan­
imate one . 2 

He re cognized the material benefits to society, be tter 

food, clothing , and shelter, made p ossible by mechanical 

perfection, but he was aware, painfully aware, of the 

evils of its diffusion in other p rovinces, - p olitics, 

art , re ligion , and morals . He r ealized that the ten­

dencies toward mechani cal modes of action were coloring 

the mode s of thought and feeling. He exp ressed his 

idea of the accepted modes of p hilosophy as follows: 

The Philosopher of this age is not a Socrates, a 
Plato, a Hooker, or a Taylor, who inculcates on men the 
necessity and in.finite worth of moral g oodness , the 
gr eat tru t h that our happ iness depends on the mind which 
is within us , and not on the circumstances without us ; 
but a Smith, a De Lolme, a Bentham, who chiefly incul­
c ate s the reverse of this, - that our happiness depends 
entirely on externa l cir)cumstances; nay, that the 
streng th and dignity of the mind within us is itself 
the creature and consequence of these.3 

It was this latter philosophy of Benthamite Utilitarian­

ism that Carlyle so bitterly decried. The "greatest· 

2 "Signs of the Timesu, Critical and Miscellaneou s 
Essays , Vol. II, p. 141. 

3 Ibid., Vol. II, p. 147. 
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happiness" _pr incip le was to him most calumniou s . As 

he saw it , the worship of Mammon was r ap idly chang ing 

it to an "unhappy principle " . Mammon-wors h ip was in­

deed a melancholy creed . Of wealth there was plenty , 

but of true happines s very little . 

We have more riches t han any Nation ever had be­
fo re ; we have less g ood of them than any Nation ever 
had before . Our successfu l industry is hitherto un­
successful ; a strange succ ess, if we stop here 1 In 
the midst of plethoric plenty, the peop le p e r ish; with 
g old wall s atid full barns, n o man feels himself safe 
or satisfied. 4. 

Thus Carlyle recogn ized the fatal effects of lais se z­

faire up on material we ll-being ; but true p,:-·ophet as 

he was , he dis cerne d its "far fa t a ler" effects u p on 

t he soul s of men . It had obscured the ideal, the true 

and noble, with its shams and promises of v a i n , material 

happiness . In Char tism, Corn Laws, Trade-strikes, and 

Poor Laws, Carlyle saw the i n evitable passing away of 

laissez-fair e . He d iscerned in its failure the voice 

of God dec r ying supp ly and demand as the one Law of 

Natur e; caflh- p ayment the sole nexu s of man to man . 

These he decried , but to democracy , the new and wider 

separ ation of man, he addressed his Everlasting Nay . 

Democracy , t o Carlyle, was the enthronement of 

4 Past and Present , P • 6. 
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shrun , the false definition of liberty, and the impedi­

ment to for c e s working for r ight and justice . It was 

an exp ediency, not a remedy, for the latter lay not in 

the p ower of 1'b al lot-boxing 11 and "winnowing machinestt, 

but in the hearts of men, in the ir own conscious striv­

inr, after t ruth, r ight , and justice . 

If you d o not know eternal Justice from momentary 
exp edieticy, and unders tand in your heart of h earts how 
Justice , r adiant, b enefic ent, as the all-victorious 
Light - element , is also in essence, if need be, an all ­
victorious Fire-element , and melts all manner of vested 
interests , ~the hardest iron cannon, as if they were 
soft wax, a nd does e ve r in the long run rule and rei g n -
you also would talk o f impossibility . 5 

But to Carlyle the u ltimate enthronement of justice, 

no les s t han i t s existence, was a fact . Behind dilettan­

tism and Mammonism he discern,;) d a radiance of heavenly 

justice not to be extinguished, though long delayed by 

party and p rivate interests . He knew that r ight and 

j u stice would triumph , for they were in harmony with 

God, and howev er long the ir coming, by the inevitable 

Law of Nature, would come . That Carlyle foresaw the 

strugg le is e v ident : 

In God's-world, with its wild-whi :rling eddies 
and mad foam-oceans, where men and nations p erish as if 
without law, and judgm8nt for an unjust thing is sternly 

5 Past and Present , p . 18 . 



23 

delayed , dost thou think there is therefore no justice? 
It is what the fool has s a id in his heart . It is wha t 
the wi se, in a ll times , were wi se because they denied, 
and knew forever not to b e . I tell t hee again there i s 
nothing else but j us tice . 6 

Propheti c inde ~d was Carlyle's vis i on of the long , dark 

interim of quac kery , sham , and knavery , but hope ful was 

his everlasting faith that right would triumph - have 

i t s victory , and that in p rop ortion to man's obedience 

to God ' s Law . 

If we walk according to the Law, the Law- Maker 
will befriend u s; if no t , not . - Na tions cease to be 
befriended by the Law-Maker, when the y wa lk not 
according to t he Law . ? 

What , t hen, was to be done? The answer is Carlyle's 

Everlasting Yea . "Do the du ty which lies near est 
8 

thee . 11 

Duty, t o Carlyle, wa s the sacred obligation of 

man t o God, and it was his belief that self- r enuncia­

tion was t he first essential in fulfilling the obliga­

t ion . Through love of God, not love of p leasure, man 

must first shake off his unbelief and then perform 

his duty; and duty was to Carlyle synonymous wi th work. 

He be lieved t hat man could perfect himse l f by working . 

6 Past and Present , p . 11 . ----
7 Ib id • , p • ?. 5 • 

8 Sartar Resar tus, p . 39 . 
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Work was the purifying fire that welded the infinite 

chaos of man into a harmonious whole . Doubt, despair, 

desire , remorse , indignation were dispelled by the 

bl e ssed glow of labor . Labor was life to a man ; it 

evoked his highest p owers and awakened in him the great­

est noblenes s and knowledge: 

Know l edge that will hold go od in working , cleave 
thou to that; for Nature h e rself accredits that, says 
Yea to that . - Prope r ly thou hast no knowledge but what 
thou hast got by working: the rest is yet ail a hy­
pothesis of knowledge; clouds , in endless log ic -
vortices , till we try it and fix it . "Doubt of what ­
ev er kind can be ended by Action alone . 11 9 

Profound as was his sympathy for the toilers, 

Carlyle feared the growth of democracy . He f e ared to 

trust the state to such as were blindly revolutionary . 

He dis trusted h uman nature. He was pulled in two 

directions by his adherence to German r omantic:i.sm and 

Scotch Calvinism . To the mystic reverence for the 

individual which characterized German romanticism was 

opposed his fear of the p ossible actions of man, a 

remnant of Calvinism. His desire was to find a force 

of authority s trong enough to wel ri the chaotic elements 

of society . He turned to the hero - a man of sincerity 

and p ower, who in the light of past histor y had held 

9 Past and Present , p . 191 . 
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together the opposing force s of society . His theo r y 

of patriarchal g overnment found expression in Heroes 

and Hero Worship (1841) and in Pas t and Present (1843 ) . 

In the latter he exhorted men to action , each in his 

place , first t o be heroic in himse l f and then to se ek 

the heroi c for the gener a l . To the captains of indus ­

try , Carlyle made his p l ea , exhorting th em t o use their 

powers to dr iv e out sham, dilettantism , and idleness , 

and to establish love b e t ween man and man . "Love of 

men c9.nnot be bought by cash- payment ; and without love 
10 

men c annot endure to be together . " His plea to the 

workers was that they organize not for compe titive ­

cash- p aymnn t purp ose s , but for h uman interests and 

social growths . To him the organization of labor int o 

orderly and firmly regi ment e d g roup s was imperative: 

All h uman interests , c ombined hwnan endeavors , 
and social growths in this wor ld , h ave , a t a certain 
stage of their d eve lopment , r equir ed organizing : and 
Work , the grandest of human interests , does not re­
quire i t . 11 

Organization , as Carlyle conceived it , was to be f ree 

from self-interests an d class antagonism - a true 

bro therhood captained by real he r oes and devoted to 

the chivalric adjustment of wages to work . To this 

10 Past and Present , p . 26 2 . ---
11 Ibid . , p • 2 6 5 . 
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endeavor Carlyle called the aristocracy , the landowner, 

the workers , the master - workers, the talented, each in 

his field to know himself and his apparent place, and to 

act in noble conformity with his knowledge of these . 

Carlyle ' s t h eory of a regenerated society created a 

wide-spread social conscience which found expression in 

the individual response of his disciples, Maurice , 

King sley , Ruskin , e.nd Mrs . Humphl.,.y Ward . His sincerity 

and his passionate insistence upon activity struck an 

answering note in the heroic young of England . This is 

his prophecy : 

One thing I do know : Never on this earth were 
the relations of man to man long carried on by Cash­
payment alone . If at any time , a philosophy of 
Laissez-faire , compet ition, and Supply-and-Demand start 
up as the exponent of human relations , expect that it 
will soon ena . 12 

So in the darkest years of English social life, 

1832 to 1848 , had Carlyle confessed his faith, and 

though his words were unfulfilled for many years and 

are still awaiting complete justification , the response, 

though long delayed , did come . The response was , in a 

large measure , the direct result of his own efforts . 

Before Carlyle , such opposit ion as exis ted to the domi­

nant philosophy of Utilitarianism came mainly from 

12 Past and Present , p . 188 . 
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rebe l factions led by Paine , Godwin , Cobbett, and ~ven , 

whose bitterness overshadowed their honesty and courage . 

Carlyle had stimulated social reform; and though for 

ten years the only manifes tation of it was the Chartist 

u p rising of 1848, whi ch created many misgivings in the 

hearts of thoughtful Englishmen, there was nev ertheless 

a movement for social righteousness . The most imp ortant 

of these movements was Chr istian Soc i alism, with which 

we are chiefly concerned . In many 1•espects the l e aders 

of this faction owed their inspiration to Carlyle 's 

teaching t h a t moral r ighteousness must prec ede p olitical 

change . 

Christian Socia lism was the attempt to establish 

society u.pon the basis of the Golden Ru le, a brother­

hood of men moulded by the tempering justice of Chris­

t iani ty . The Christian socialists set forth coopera­

tion , not competition, as the l aw o f the universe, as 

the following trenchant words of Maurice proclaim: 

Compet it ion is put forth as the law of the universe . 
That is a lie . The time has come for us to declare that 
it is a lie . I see no way but as s ociating for work in­
stead of for strikes . I do not .gay or think we feel .that 
the relation of the employer and the emp loyed is not a 
true relation . I do not determine that wages may not be 
a righteous mode of expressing that 1•elation . But at 
present it is c lear that thi s relation is destroyed, that 
the payment of wages is nothing but a deception . We may 
. estore the old state of things: we may bring in a new 
one. God wi ll de cide that . Hi s voi c e has g one forth 
clear ly bidding u s come forwar d to fight against the 
present s tate of t hings; to call men to repentance first 
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of all : but then also, as it seems to me, to g ive 
them an opportunity of showing their repentance and 
bringing forth fruits worthy of it . - Given a moral 
s t ate , and it seems to me the revelations are rather 
in favor of the conclusion that the old position of 
master an ct worker might be a healthy one . But it is 
no old condition we are contending with , but an accursed 
new one, t he product of a hateful devilish theory whi ch 
mus t be fou ght with to the death . 13 

The purpose of this Christian Social gr oup was two­

f ol d . The y desi r ed to e stablish political enfranchise­

ment and ind1-.rntrial fre e dom, and individual r eform 

and spiritual liberty . They purposed to make men really 

free , not only from the domination of others , but f r om 

the i r own i gnorance, covetousness, and selfishness, to 

teach men to g overn themselves in .fellowship . The 

Christian Socialist theory was the union of the Owen 

philosophy tha t the alteration of the environment of 

the individual was all-sufficient , and the Evangelical 

philosophy that ma intained that a moral and spiritual 

change of men's hearts was the sole change needed. 

The dual purpose of the movemqnt was manifested in the 

choice of the terms Christian and Socialism, both of 

which we r e defined by the leaders of the Christian 

Social group in their broad , catholic sense . These 

men purp osed in their hearts to socialize Chr:lstlanity 

and to Christianize socialism; for they recognized the 

13 Maurice, Life of Frede r ick Deni~ Maurice, 
Vol . II , p . 32 . 
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f utility of an attempt to perfect the individual with­

out considera tion of hi s environment, or to p erfect 

t he latter without thought of the individual. Frederick 

Denison Maurice, whose life and work 1.1vill be considered 

i n t he suc c e eding paragraphs, held that reformation 

mus t p r oc ee d from b oth dir ,, ctions , the individual and 

the environment . He held that the two methods were 

opposite but not essentially opposed. To him sociali.sm 

was r i ghtfully the practical s ide of Chr istianity and 

an e s sential part of it. A tta.esire for Unity in the 

nat ion and in the Churchn haunted Maurice all his life. 

Th at this statement is not an unfounded assertion can 

best be dete r mined by an examination of the principal 

facts in his life. 

Frederick Denison Maurice was born in 1805 of a 

Unitarian fath er, and of a mother who adhered to the 

doctrine s of Calvin. His fi r st religious difficulti es 

arose from hi s attempt to reconcile these diff erences 

of f aith . His education at Cambridge from 182 3 to 

1826 strengthened this desire . Wh ile at Cambridge , 

Mauric e formed a close f riendship. with John Sterling 

and Julius Har e and occasionally met Carlyle. Upon 

leaving Cambridge, Maurice became editor of the 

Athenaeum in London; and while thus engaged joined the 

Church of England. He migrated to Oxford with a view 
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to taking orders . In 1836 he became a candidate for 

the chair of political economy at Oxford, but due to 

his hete rodoxy revealed in his Letters to~ Quaker, he 

he was alienated from the l e aders of the Oxford Move­

ment , Keble, Pusey, and Nevm1an, who withdrew their 

support . The Letters to~ Quaker, later published under 

the title of The Kingdom of Christ, containe d Maurice's 

f undamental convictions and revealed his opp osition to 

the tenets of the leading church parties . He left 

Oxford in 1837 , and in 1840 became professor of English 

literature and history at King's College, London . Later, 

in 1846 , he was made professor of theology at King's 

College . In 1846 he was el ected chaplain of Lincoln's 

Inn . It was here that he a t tracted t o him a group of 

intellig ent young men , among them J . M. Ludlow, Thomas 

Hughes , and Charles Kingsley, who embraced him as their 

prophe t and became his ardent disciples . His claims to 

pr ophet's of f ice were not unfounded ; f or in the midst 

of theological dogmatism and growing secularism, he 

came p reaching the "everlasting lov e and fatherhood of 

God and the uni.versa! sonship of menrr . Maurice ' s at­

tr actions l ay in his liberalism , which enlarged his 

sympathies to embrace all creeds and to recognize the 

el ~ments of g ood in each; and his ability to se e life 

as a whole in the light of Christ , to set aside secondary 
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dif f erences and to di scover the fundamental principles 

of oneness. This desire for unity character ized all 

hi s actions and o ermeated all his doctrines, social 

and Chr istian; for t o him the sep aration of Christianity 

from society was imp os s ibl e . He viewed all aspects of 

nature and :; oc iety from the Ch.ristian point of view. 

'Through him and his di sciples the p olitical and social 

progr es s of the l at ter half of the nineteenth cent u r y 

was identified with r eligion, and the curr ent of 

Christianity was directed toward the consideration of 

social probl ems. Maurice was the first of the English 

clergy to voice a sympathy for the people's efforts at 

organization for political and socj_al advancement in 

those years of gr ,,, atest darknes s ( 1840-1848). In a 

sermon on the Lord's Prayer, delivered in 1846, he said: 

How can anyone ever mak0, it a charge against any 
peop le that they hope for a brother hood up on e arth? 
Every hope p oint s upwa r d: if it cannot find an object, 
it is in search of one; you cannot crush it without 
r obbing your fellovvman of a witness for God, and an 
instrument for purification. Christianity as a mere 
system of doctrine s or practices will never make men 
brothers . By Christianity we must understand the 
r econciliation of mankind to God in Christ. We mu st 
understand the power and privilege o.f saying, t

10ur 
Father Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 11 

This p;ayer does not tr eat the projects of men for 
universal societies, unbounded pantisocracies, as too 
large. It over r eaches them all with these 1.vords, n as 
in Heaven°.14 

14 Lu dlow J. M. "The Christian Socialist Movement 
' It of the Middle of the Nineteenth Century, Atl antic 

Monthly, Vol. 77, 1896, pp. 110-11. 
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11 The whole spi rit of Christian Socialism 0
, says Mr . 

Ludlow , "is in such passages though the term was not 
15 

app lied till two years later." 

The failure of the Charti sts on April 10, 1848, 

g ave the op portunity for Christian Socialism because 

it revealed a new importance of the social question 

and enlisted the fervent s upp ort of Charl es Kingsley, 

English clergyman, who with John M. Ludlow witnessed 

the fiasco on Kennington Common. So moved were Kingsley 

and Ludlow by the misguidance and futility of the 

Chartists ' efforts that they, with Maurice, sat up 

through the night of April 10, preparing a line of 

action which Kingsley set forth in the f ollowing plac­

ard : 

Workmen of England 1 You say that you are wronged. 
Many of ·you are wronged; and many besides yourselves 
know it . Almost all men who have h ,~ ads and hearts know 
it - above all , the working clergy know it. They go 
into your houses, they see the shamf~ful :filth and dark­
ness in which you are forced to live crowded together; 
they see your children growing up in ignorance and 
temptati on, for want of .fit education; they see in­
telligent and well-read men among you, shut out from 
a Freeman's just right of voting; and they see too the 
noble patience and self-control with which you have as 
yet borne these evils . They see it, and God sees it. 

Workmen of England l You have more friends thari 
you think for . Friends who expect nothing from you, 
but who love you, because you are their brothers, and 

15 Ludlow, J. M. "The Christian Socialist Move­
ment of the Middle of the Nineteenth Century 1

', Atlantic 
~nthly, Vol. 77, 1896, pp. 110-11. 
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who fear God , and therefore dare not neglect you, His 
children ; men who are drudging and sacrificing them­
selves to ge t you y our rights ; men who know what your 
rights are , better than you know y ours elves, who are 
trying to get for you something nobler than charters 
and dozens of Acts of Parliament - more use f ul than 
this ' fifty - thousandth share in a Talker in the Nation­
al Palaver at Westminst er' can give you. You may dis­
believe them, insult them - you cannot stop their work­
ing for you , beseeching you as you love yourselves, to 
turn back from the p recipice of riot, which ends in the 
gulf of distrust , stagnation, starvation. 

You think the Charter would make you free - would 
to God it wou.ld l The Charter is not bad ; if the men 
who use it are not badl But will the Charter make you 
free? 1Nill it free you from slavery to ten- pound 
bribes? Slavery to beer and gin? Slavery to every 
spouter who flatters your self-conceit, and stirs up 
bitterness and head-long rage in you? That, I guess , 
is real slavery ; t o be a slave to one I s own stomach, 
one ' s O\rn pocket , one's ovm temper . Wi ll the Charter 
cure that? Friends , you want more than Acts of Par lia­
ment ca:n-give . 

Englishmen l Saxons 1 workers of the great , cool­
headed , strong-handed nation of England, the workshop 
of the world, the 18ader of freedom for seven hundred 
years , men say you have common-sense 1 t hen do not hum­
bug yourselves into meaning licence when you cry for 
liberty; who would dare refuse your freedom? for the 
Almi ghty God , and J esus Christ, the poor Man who died 
for poor men , will bring it about for you, though all 
the Mammonites of the earth were against you. A 
nobler day is dmvning for Engl and, a day of freedom, 
science , indus t ry l 

But there will be no true freedom without virtue, 
no true sc i ence without religi on, no true industry 
without the fear of God, and love to your fellow-citi-
zens . 

Workers of England , be wise, and then you mu st be 
be free , for you will be fit to be free .16 

The placard was posted thr oughout London the 

following day, and its purpose, made clear in the 

16 Charl e s Kingsley, Letters and Memories of His 
Life , pp . 95-96 . 



34 

article , was to find a medium between the Christian 

Socialists and the Chartists, whom they hoped to dis­

s u ade from further revolutionary action, and to direct 

in pursuit of a u niversal brotherhood . Their purpose 

was to e ducate public opinion in behalf of a Christian 

Social brotherhood, and to this end , Maurice, Kingsley, 

Ludlow , Mansfi~ld, Archdeacon Hare, and Reverend 

Alexander J . Scott met at the home of Maurice on the 

night of April 12, and de c ided u p on a p olicy of action . 

At the sugg estion of Maurice and Ludlow they decided to 

beg in a periodical for the artisans and workingmen and 

a se r ies of Tracts for t he clergy and definite Chris­

tians . On May 6, 1848, appeared the first of a series 

of sev enteen weekly cop ies of Politics for the Pe op le, 

the object of which was the consideration of questions 

of the moment - the extension of the franchise, the 

relation of l abor and capital, education, and the res­

ponsibil ity of the government toward the p oor and un-

fortunate . 

The literary productions of the Christian Social 

movement of 1848 were largely confined to the a rticles 

by the leaders contributed to the organ of the move­

ment Pol i tics for the People . rrhe effort to induce 
) -- -- ---

contr ibuti ons from the workingmen and Char tists met 

with little success . With the cessation of the 
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periodical , Politics for the People ; in July, 1848, the 

leaders and advocates of Christian Socialism were con­

fr onted with the n ecessity for a mediu.rn of communica­

t i on , and p lans for Tracts for the Times, suggested by 

Maurice , were made . The M©rning Chronicl e had published 

certain articles by Mr. Mahew revealing the "sweated " 

conditions of labor , and the public had become seriously 

aware of the loathsome conditions of the working clas ses . 

John u1dlow, taking his text from the Morning Chronicle, 

presented an articl e in which he proposed reforms of 

education , politics , social conditions, and industry, 

and with which he created a favo r able opinion for the 

pr oposed Tracts . The Christian Socialist leaders agreed 

to contribute to the Tracts_, and in 1850 they were pub­

lished under the title of The Christian ~o?ialist, a 

name which gave rise to divergent opinions an:iong the 

adherents of the movement . Maurice, however, maintained 

that the title , The Christian Socialist, was the only 

one that accurately defined the object of the periodical . 

Ludlow , the editor, defended the title in his first 

number : 

If it be given to us to vindicate.for Chri stianity 
its true authority over the realms of industry and 
trade ; for socialism its true character as the gr eat 
Christian revolution of the nineteenth century, so that 
the title of soci a list shall be only a bugbear to t he 
idle and t o tFie wicked, and s ociety, f r~m highest rank 
to the lowest, shall avowedly regulate itself up on the 
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p rincip le of coop eration, and not drift rudderless 
up on the sea of c ompetition, as our let-alone politi­
cal e conomists would have it do; then indeed we sh a ll 
h ave ac h ieved our task . 17 

As a further vindication of the movement and the t itle 

of their publicati on, Maurice se t ou t the general 

ideals and meanings of Christian Soc ialism in hi s 

Dialogue between S omebody ( a person of respe ctability) 

and ~obody (the writer ). The f irst Tract was publishe d 

by George Bell , February 19, 1850, and during the n ext 

nine months was followe d by six others. 'I'hese are: 

II . History of the Work~ng !ailors As sociation, by 

Th omas Hu ghes ; III . What Christian Socialism has to do 

with the 3 u est ion at p resent agitating the_ Churc~ ( the 

_9:_orham controversy on baptismal regeneration), by 

Maurice; IV . The Working As s ociation of Paris, by 

Ludlow; v. The Society for promoting Working-men's 

Associations, by Ludlow and Sully ; VI . Pr e v ailing 

idolatries or hints for political economists, by Ludlow; 

VII . Dialo~ue_ betwe~n ! e and B., two clergymen, on the 

docti,ine of circums tances ( important for its reference 

to Robert Owen 's i deas), by Maurice . Number VI II . A 

Clergym an r s_ ~nswe r to the questj_on '072 what g rounds 

c an you as soci a te with men generally?' by Maurice, was - - - - -- -- --

l? Raven , Christian Soci~li~, P • 156. 
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added after a year's interval. The Christian socialist, -- -~ -- --
~ Journal of Association, began to appear under the 

edi tors l:iip of Ludlow . Its general purpose was to diffu se 

the princ iples of cooperation as the practi.cal applica­

tion of Christianity to the purpose of trade and indus­

try . These p eriodicals proposed Church reforms , educa­

tion reforms , s ocial reform, sanitation reforms, reforms 

of land tenure, the Poor-laws, and housing. The contri­

butors to these p eriodicals were Maurice, Mansfield, 

Shorter , who was secretary of the Council of Working­

men's Society, Walsh, Neale, Furnivall, Mrs. Gaskell, 

social novelist, J. A. Froude, historian, Thomas Hughes, 

and Char.les Kingsley. Numbers of worl::ing men contributed 

e s says and p oems . rrhe second series of Tracts b';[_ 

Christian Socialists appeared in 1851, and the first of 

t he series was Maurice's A Series on English History 

by a Clergyman , which dealt with his relat:i..on to the -- --
principal political part ies - 1rory, Whig, and Radic al -

and set forth his political view s . The second edition 

contained Kingsley's Cheap Clothes and Nasty, which was 

written in white heat against the men and women of 

leisure who wore fine clothing without a thought for 

the misery and shame of those who produced them . The 

third and fourth editions of the Tracts contained re­

prints of Ludlow's articles on Labor and the ~_9.E:,, and 
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the last edition to which the Christian Sociali st s con­

tributed was Tracts for Priests !-_nd Peo~le, 1854 . 

These p eriodicals and pamphlets were topical in 

s c op e , and have little v a l ue as literature . That dis­

t i n c t ion b e lon8s def initely to the novels of Char les 

Kingsley - Yeast and Alton Locke, which, because of 

the ir r e lation to the Christian Social movement and their 

r e pres entation of the seething s t ate of society in the 

mi d dle years of the nineteenth century, require close 

s c rutiny . 

In the preface to the first edition of Yeast (first 

published in Fraser ' s Magaz ine in 1848 and first edited 

1851), King sley set forth his p urpose in writing it: 

Thi s little tale was written to help call t h e 
attention of wiser and better men than I am, to the 
que s t ions wh i ch are now agitat ing the minds of the ris­
ing generation , and the absolut e necessity of s olving 
t hem a t once and earn 0s tly, unles s we would see the 
faith of our forefathe rs crumble away beneath the com­
binAd influence of new truths which are fancie d to be 
incompatible with it , and new mistakes as to its real 
e ssence . 

Kingsley was aware of the evils of the relig ious up­

heaval . He had i n his youth struggled from a wavering 

faith in his father 's faith through a period of doubt 

to a firm :real m of new faith. He sympathized with the 

unguided youths who were thoughtfu lly grop ing through 

the dead "self-deceiving belief-in-believing" dogmas 
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of High Church or Evangelical toward a fix ~:d and heal thy 

faith . He saw the youth turning away from the faith of 

their fathers and wandering toward Romanism, materj_alism, 

or unchristian s p iritualism, and he wrote Yeast rito tu:rn 

the hearts of the parents to the children and the hearts 

of the children to the p arents 11
• It was a plea to the 

Church for a lofty and enlightened Christianity, thorough­

ly hwnan a nd divine . To show Kingsley's insight into the 

period of r e ligious disturbances and doubts, the middle 

decade of the nineteenth century, we must examine the 

principal characters of Yeast - Lancelot , the Socratic 

questioner , Tregarva , the devoutly religious ~ame-keeper, 

Luke , the ascetic, and Barnakill, the prophet . 

Lancelot Smith , the hero of the novel , is Kingsley ' s 

diagnosis of "young England" . Lancelot is presented to 

u s as a young man, possessing unusual talents that will 

not be reconciL~d to a smug comp lacency . He is eclec t ic, 

an a rtist, a p oet, with hidden depths not yet discovered 

to himself . The deep melancholy and restles sness of his 

soul are reveale d in his answer to Argemone•s question 

as to what men long for : "For what? To be; to be great; 

to have done one mighty work before we die, and live un-

loved or loved, upon the lips of men . For this all 
18 

long who are not mere apes and wall-flies . tt Conscious 

18 Yeast, p . 30 . 
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of his p ower for greater worthiness, he seeks, withou t 

s ympathetic guidance , to be taught, to find a hero . 

He i s unwill ing t o accep t what he cannot believe to be 

true, but he is miserable , help less, disgusted, crying 

al ou d f or guidance and teach ing. He penetrates, with 

y outhful ruthlessne ss, behind the veils of creeds and 

sys tem s . In his letters to hi s Tractarian curate cousin 

Lu ke , Lanc e lot , under the mask of Maurice 's philosophy, 

rebuke s the narrow prejudices of the Church . Luke , 

hav i n g heard of Lanc e lot 's fox-hunti n g and similar p leas­

ures, accu s e s him of worldliness . Lancelot's rep ly is 

a b itter denunciation of the inconsistencies of pious 

men who condemn the pleasures not to their own tastes, 

an d call t h e company of sportsmen worldly ; yet "do 

busin e ss" with them. Lancelot demands a broader defini-

ti on of worldly . 

I n God r s n am e , if the Stock Exchange , and railway 
stagging , and the advertisements in the Protestant 
Hue-and-Cr y, a n d the frantic .Mammon-hunting which 
has b e en for the last fifty years the peculiar pur­
suit of t he majo r ity of Quakers, Dissenters, and Re-li­
g ious Churchmen are not 1rhe World, what is ?19 ' -- ---

He f ound no haven for his discontent in the renuncia­

ti on of the world, for as yet his worship was for Nature. 

He was dr iven about by the vexing disturbances of 

19 Yeast, p . 36. 
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conflicting r el igious op inions. His s oul cried out for 

an anchor for h is f ai th, and this he did not find in 

the litur gy of the Anglican Church, or in the Roman 

Ca tholic cree d , or in the Evangelical miraculou s revela­

tion of God ' s word . He was not satisfied wi t h gloating 

sent i mentally over the pas t, but was desirous of learn­

ing t o work trustfully in the present . His soul c r ie d 

ou t against d ogmas , creeds, system s , and g roped for a 

religion of men of the p r e sent: 

I want to hear the Church of the nineteenth c en­
t ury , and no other; I shall be g lad to list en t6 her 
as soon as she has made up h er mind what to say . The 
Vis ib le Church , it de fines as a company o.f fa ithful 
men . Bu t how does it define the Invisibl e one? The 
Chur c h , which in every man's mouth has a different 
meaning . In one book , meaning a method of e duc ation, 
only it has ne v er been carried out; in another, a sys­
tem of p olity - only it has never been realized; now a 
set of words written in books, on whose meaning all 
are divided ; now a body of men who are daily excommuni­
cating each other as heretics and apo states; now a 
universal idea; now the narrowest and most exclusive 
of a ll par t ies.20 

Finding no solace for his troubled heart in the Church 

or religious creeds of his day, Lancelot was s eeking 

for fa ith in s ome tangible human object. His love for 

Argemone and his fa ith in her were his hope of stability 

and satisfaction . But his love fo r her was b r oadening 

into a love for humanity , and unknown to him, a love 

20 Yeast, p . 57. 
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of God . nBut somehow , i n the light of his new love for 

Argemone , the who le human ra.ce seemed glorified, brought 
21 

nearer , endeared to him . " His love was increasing , e x-

p anding his capacity for love . He was but yet worship­

ing the ideal of God in nature and h umanity. He re­

quire d the perfect harmony between sp iritual and natural 

laws and saw in the evils of society infringements of 

the laws of nature . He was troubled by the inequa lities 

of men , the c omplac ency of the high and the degeneracy 

of the low. It was at this stag e in his spiritual 

development that two forces began to work in his nature . 

These force s were in reality new influences . He had 

come upon Car lyle ' s exhortation to man - "Ye have for­

gott 0n God," and he went to Tregarva , in whose faith 

he had i mp licit confidence to discover if p ossible t h e 

source of the g amelreeper ' s fai t h . He found in Tregarva' s 

trust in God a simp licity quite free from creeds . 

Tregarv a t r us ted and believed in God even where he could 

not know . He sought to reform himself, bring himself 

into harm ony with the laws of nature - the laws of God . 

In the perfection of himself he saw the gradual growth 

of ~an toward God and the realization of a "kingdom of 
22 

God on earth , as well as in Heav en . " It was Tregarv a •s 

2 1 Yeas t, p . 79 . 
22 Ibid . , p . 155 . 
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clear concept ion of God's presence in all things, a 

qui ckening of God's love in all humanity, that in­

spired L:incelot to search for a definite, pur po seful 

religi on . 

At th is t ime Lancelot c ame into contact with 

Barnakill, the mystic philosopher , and it was he that 

clarified Lancelot 's difficulties . Barnakill directed 

him toward a "higher sp :lritual cultivation in t r ium-
23 

phant contac t with the fiercest energies of matter 0
• 

At last through str i ving after God, Lancelot saw the -

"Uncreate i n the Cr e ate - the Infinite in the Finite -
· 24 

the absolute good in that whi ch is like the good." He 

had l e arned to reconcile science and faith: 

To tame and use alike the volcano and the human 
heart , where the body and the spirit, the beautiful 
awl the useful , the human and the di vine, are no longer 
separate, and men have embodied to themselves on earth 
an image of the 'city not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens t. 25 

He had emp tied himself before God by renouncing all 

earthly idols, stripp ing himself of all p ersonal ambi ­

tion, in order that he might be filled with the wo1•ld 

problem . He had become as a little child asking to be 

led . His ambitions , hopes , desires were revealed to 

23 Yeast , p . 253 . 
24 Ibid. , p . 258 . 
25 Ibid . , pp . 253-254 . 
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Barnaki l l : 

As I live, the height of my ambition, small though 
it be , is only to find my p lace , though it were but as 
a sweeper of c h imneys . If I dare wish - if I dare 
choose , it would be only this - to regenerate one little 
p arish in the who l e world . 26 

The whole of Lo.ncelot ' s religion and faith was permeated 

by this desire for activ ity in social work . He had 

received the injunction laid upon men , self- r ighteous ­

ness and self-sacrifice . In the re stles s seeking for 

truth, the awakened conscience of social obligation in 

the character of Lancelot , we see the evidenc es of the 

social-ethical philos ophy of Chri s tian Soc i alism . '11he 

final faith of Lancelot was the acceptance of Maurice ' s 

pr inciple that : 

Jesus Christ by His Incarnation exalted human 
nature , consecrated all human relations , claimed 
su_premacy over all realms of huma n thought and action, 
founde d an ideal s p iritual kingdom to be a ~torehous~ 
of redemp tion , soclal no less than personal , forever . 27 

He had found nothing new , n o pecul iar doctrines , sys ­

tem s , or creeds . He had f ound a l iving temple on the 

foundations laid already - Jesus Christ - The Man . He 

was fired with new zeal, a new desire t o educ ate men 

26 Yeast, p . 264 . 
27 Quoted in stubb ' s , Charles King~le~ and the 

Chri stian Social Movement , P • 89 . 
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to the fullest of their powers and to develop in them 

a consciousness of their responsibility to God and 

their fellowman . In Tregarva, the man of genius held 

low by social injustice, Lancelot recognized the tragedy 

of his age . In him was kindled the desire to lift men 

uo , to educate thffin in the use of their natural powers 

toward the betterment of society. In the use of right 

training , Lancelot saw the possibility of evolving a 

perfec t society in ac c ord with God ' s p lan. To this end 

he enjoined the parsons , the landowners, the gentry , 

the men of talents , and the poor to reform themselves 

that they might be partakers of the Kingdom of Christ 

on ear th . In Tregarva e.nd in t he people of VVhi tford, 

Lancelot saw b eneath their vanity, jealousy , drudgery, 

and dull vacuity, the germs of tastes and noble affec­

tions . "What right have we," he asked, " to hinder their 
28 

development? rr Lancelot , through the doubts and idealism, 

the alternations of self-satisfaction and self- cont empt, 

the revolt against accepted beliefs , the re stlessness 

and yearnlnp: for fixity of conviction, the awakening of 

social conscience, the humbling contact with lives 

nobler than his own , the guidance of human affections, 

the ~hoc1{ of circumstances , gradually formed a Christ-

28 Yeast, p . 195 . 
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centered philosophy . 

The character of Lancelot is autobiographical in 

:nany respects . Kings ley was here interested primarily 

with the record of his own spiritual development and 

the exposit ion of the theology and philosophy of Maurice . 

The problem of Yeast was unsolved. King sley did not 

p urp o se to offer a cut-and- dried system . He offered no 

remedy for the evils t he pr oblem presented, for he be­

lieved in the working of reformatory tendencies in men, 

gradually bringing about practical results in their 

work . He offered the pr inciple s of Christian Socialism 

as the bases for an enlightened Christianity, which 

would be hmnan and divine. It was his purp ose to guide 

the t endencies and aims of the distu1"'bed people by 

stating the data of the problem . "In homely 1mglish, 0 

said Kingsley, 0 I have given my readers Yeast; if they 

be what I take them for , they will be able to bake with 
29 

it themselves. 0 

Another work of Kingsley's which claims distinction 

as a literary production of the Christian Social move­

ment is Al ton Locke , Tailor and ~-?et, An Autobiography , --- · --- -,---
published by Carlyle, s publishers; Chapman and Hall; in 

1850 . It was first published anonymou sly and without a 

29 Yeast , p . 273. 
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preface . Its publication created something of a sensa­

tion . It was fiercely attacked by the leading periodi­

cals and c ondemned as a vehicle of propaganda for the 

Christian Socialists . The most severe attack was made 

by William Rathbone Gregg in the Edinburgh, in an article 

in which he used Alton Locke as a text for the defense 

of the orthodox political economists. Fraser's review 

was less severe; but Blackwood' s declared it to be "a 

barefaced impudent assumption of a specific professional 

who knows no more about tailoring or slop-selling than 

he has learnt from certain letters in the Morning 
30 

Chronicle ." The Quarterly in 1851, after the authorsh ip 

had been declar ed , made a fierce attack upon Kingsley 

and Maurice in an article by J. W. Croker , entitled 

Revolutionary Literatui~e. The attacks were of value to 

t he cause of Christian Sociali sm , for they brought the 

movement into prominence with the educated people who de­

c ided to r ead for themselves the much berated philosophy 

of t he new s ect . The fact that three editions of Alton 

Locke appeared in less than a year proved that they did 

read it • 

. Al ton Locke is hardly to be considered a novel; it 

is essentially a tract, an expansion of Kingsley's 

pamphlet Che ap Clothes and Nas ty, mentioned elsewhere 

30 Mrs. Kingsley,~ of Kingsley, p . 249 . 
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in this chapter . Alton Locke is an outburst of righteous 

indignatj_on against self- satisfied Mamm onism . Kingsley 

tore away the v eil from the eyes of the pharisaical, 

and revealed to them the horrors of competitive indus­

trialism . He stirred the social conscience of Ji..ngland 

and awak0ned her to humanity , to the necessity for 

educating the intellectual element of the working class, 

who , if left to their conscious and unsatisfied state, 

would prove dangerous . The purp ose of the novel was 

thre e -fold - to reform religion , politics, and education . 

Kingsley ' s p l ea to the universities was that they bee ome 

"places of teaching and training for· genius of every 

rank; 11 to the student of history, to shovY what "manner 

of men turned Chartists and what causes drove them to 

revolution : " to the working men "that they train them­

se lves in the corporate sp irit , and in the obedience 

and se lf- contr·ol which , as they easily can in associa­

tions, and bear in mind always that only he who can obey 
31 

is fit to rule . 11 The whole of the story is a plea for 

understanding b etween cl a ss es of men that the calamity 

of 1848 may not be repeated . Kingsley , more cl early 

than any other member of the Christian Social group, saw 

the inevitable advance of democracy . He realized the 

31 d Yeast, pp . 7 , 19 , an 20 . 
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futility of trying to check or suppres s it ; hence he 

set about to Christianize it . This he proposed to do 

by educating men in the associative 9rinciples that 

would bring them into a Christian brotherhood . That 

Kingsley recognized the dangers of the people who were 

left to i gno1·ance or poor education , i~:3 abundantly 

proved by a study of his character Al ton Locke . 

Alton Locke was a pale , brooding , sensitive boy 

wh(?n he first came into the possess ion of t he learning 

he l onged for through the canny olrJ Scotch bookseller 

Sandy Mackaye . rrhe inf luence of Me.ckay e upon Alton 

tlIToughout their long and int i ma te ass oc iat ion was the 

only influence f or good he ever knew . Sent to work in 

the tailoring estab l ishment of his uncle , Al ton , at a 

tender and impressionable age , was thr own into constant 

companionship wi t h artisans whose smoldering hatred and 

antagonism for the upper classes and their knowledge of 

the fl agrant injustices of laissez - faire wer e fas t 

solidifying into plans for vi olence and revolution . His 

sensitive , poetic soul was saddened by the injustice 

that he di scerned in the world about him . His Gyes were 

only seeing what they brought vdth them t he power of seeing . 

He was galled by the inequallties of men ' s opportunities 

that were made possible by the inequality of the distri ­

bution of weal th and labor . Gros sthwHi te , the master 

tailor with ~horn he worked , taught him class hatred . 
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He filled Alton's young mind with thoughts of the in­

justices of the educatiomd system that permitted the 

masses , regardless of their capacities for learning, 

to remain untaught or self-taught. He pointed to the 

clergy , the guardia11s of education, as the chief 

offenders : 

They 've got the monoply of education in England, 
a n d they ge t t heir bread by it at their public schools 
and universitie s; and of course it 1 s to their ovm 
interests to keep up the price of their commodity, 
a nd l e t no man have a taste of it who cannot pay down 
handsomely . 32 ·· 

Alton realized that he was cheated of his birth right, 

and his heart cried out in bitterness the hatred he 

felt for those who had cheated him . His seething dis­

content grew, and with it grew his habit of comp aring 

men 's inequalities . He was stabilized somewhat by the 

Car lylean prophet, Mackaye, whose wise philosophy of 

s e lf-sacr ifice and patience gave Alt on many thoughts 

t o p onder . In the slow p roc ess of his self-education, 

his mind was filled with many fancies and dreams . He 

was cap tiva ted by the p oetry of Shelley and Byron, and 

he turned to p oetry as an avenue of escape from the 

suffocating r e ality about him . Mackaye, realizing the 

p owers of Alton's genius and divining his inner 

32 Alton Locke, p . 60 . 
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deve lopment, warned hlln against self- deception: 

The he l l on earth of b eing a flunkey, and a hum­
bug , an d a us e l e s s peacock, wasting God's gifts ain 
y our own lusts and p l 0asures - and kenning it - and not 
be i ng ab le t o ge t oot o• it , for the chains o' vanity 
and se lf-indulgence •••• Ay, Shelley's gran•; always 
gran '; but Fact is grander - God and Satan are grander . 
All around ye , in every gin shop and castermonger•s 
cellar, ar e God and Satan in death grips; every gar r et 
is a haill Parad i s e Lost or Paradise Regained; and wi ll 
y ou think i t bene ath ye to be the 'People's Poet'?33 

Al t on turned to the writing of p oetry in vvhich he 

p i ctur ed t h e sadness and wrongs of the people . His 

p oe:11s c omp l e t e d, he went to his cou sin Geor ge in Cam­

br i dge t o secure the latter's ai d. in publishing them. 

The vi s i t to the university and its eff ect upon him 

were v i vid and varied . He had fallen in love with Dean 

Winnstay•s daughter a year befor e when they accidentally 

me t i n a p icture gallery . He was b r ought into her 

presence again by h is visit to her father in behalf of 

the publicat i on of his p oems . He felt him self inferior 

to the l ear ned dean and Lord Lynd.ale, who had offered to 

help him. Alton ' s pride and his hatred of servility 

bl i nded h i m to their p roffered courtesies and made him 

shrink f rom wh at he felt to be their condescension . 

Onl y a fter long years of misunderstanding was he able 

to v iew t he i r recep tion of him in its true persp ective: 

33 Alton Locke , pp . 95 and 101 . 
- - - - ---
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Were not those men more exper ienced, more learned, 
older than myse lf? They we r·e my sup eriors; it was in 
v a in for me to a ttemp t to hide it from myself. They 
t reated me as an e qual: they welcomed me - the young 
viscount and the learned dean - on the broad ground of 
a common humanity ; as I beli eve hundr eds more of their 
class would do , if we did not ourselves take p ride in 
estranging them from us - telling them that fraterniza­
tion between our· classes is imp ossible, and then cursing 
t hem for not fraternizing with us.34 

Distrust of their motives and his d esire for success 

l e d him to acquie sce in their sugg estion to omit the 

virile and truthful revolutionary tone of h i s p oetry -

an act which later p roved to be a stumbling block to 

all his efforts. His idolatry of intellect made him 

feel a willing humility befor e the l earned dean. It 

was his desire to b e led by a real hero, a man to whom 

he could bow down in reverence and respect of his in­

tellect , his rightful superior ity, without a slavish 

and vulgar respect for his rank and wealth, that caused 

him to look for a guide in the dean. He needed the 

dir e c tion of a hero ; but, finding none, he turned to 

Chartism in his d esp air. His accusations against the 

clergy in their unused capacity as l e aders are as 

follows : 

Ever:ywhere the clergy with a few p ersecuted excep­
tions (like Arnold) , p roclaiming themselves the advocat es 
of Toryism , the d ogged opponents of our p olitical liberty, 

34 Alton Locke, P • 163. 
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living either b y the accursed system of pew- rents , or 
e lse by one which dep ends on the high p rice of corn; 
chos en exclus ively from the classes who crush us down , 
pr ohibiting all fr ee discussion on religious points; 
commanding u s to swallow down, with faith as pas s ive 
and i mp licit as that of a Pap ist, the v ery creeds f r om 
wh ich their own hard examp les, and their scandalous 
neglect , have , in the l ast three g enerations , alienated 
u s; nev er mixi n g with the thoughtful wor king men , ex­
cep t in the pr ison, the hosp ital, or in extreme old age; 
betraying in every tract, in every s ermon, an ignorance 
of the doubts , t he feelings, the very language of the 
masse s , which would be ludicrous, were it not accur sed 
before God and man . 35 

Alton ' s respect for the Church was decreased by its 

exclu siv ene ss . He despised the clergymen fo r their 

superficiality and aloofness . He discerne d in his 

cousin George 's a dher ence to the creed a wor sh ip of 

the system instead of a search for truth . He de s p ised 

himself for his betrayal of the workers , his s~lling 

hi s talents for p opularity and self-indulgence . He 

had tried to serve truth and Mammon and had drunk deep 

of the cup of disappointment . His own class defiled 

him and scorned him for his pharisaism. To regain his 

station with them and their faith in him, he volunteered 

to g o to the village workers near the home of Dean 

Winnstay and speak to them in behalf of the Chartists• 

cau se. 

35 Alton Locke, p . 192 . 
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Ohl there is in the intellectual workman's heart 
' as in all others, the root of Pharisaism - the l~st 

aft e r self - g lor ifying supe r iority, on the ground of 
genius . We too are men; frail, selfish, prou d as 
oth ers . VV e are not yet thorough democrats, my brothers; 
we do not utt e rly believe our own loud doctrine of 
equality . 36 

I n h i s anger, d esp air, and impetuosity he kindled the 

lab or ers to mutiny and violence which he was unable to 

check . The very c rowd h e had led to violence turned 

aga i nst him and let him go to prison for three years 

t o suff er for their act i.rnl de e ds . The years of prison 

li f e withou t u nderstanding guidance made him bit t er and 

cynical . Up on his release, he joined the ranks of the 

Chart i s t pe titioners and s anctioned the actions of the 

ph y sic a l-force members . On the eve of April 10, Alton 

and Cros s thwaite went to Mackaye and disclosed the 

p l an s of the Chartists . Mackaye tried to dissuade them 

f r om the .foolish s tep , and Crossthwaite accused him of 

infidelity to the cause . To the accusation Mackaye 

ma d e a characteristic reply to the Chartists • .. 

Tell them that one who saw Liberty afar off, and 
see ing h er was g lad, as for a bonny bride, an' followed 
h e r thr ough the wilderness for threescore weary waeful 
y ear s - s ends them the last messag e that e ' er he ' ll 
s en d on airth: tell • em they ' re the slaves of warse 
than oriests and kings - the slaves o t their ain lusts 
an • p~s s ions - the slaves o ' every loud- tongued knave 
an' mountebank that'll pamper them in their self-

36 Alton Locke, pp . 275-276. 
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conceit; and that the gude God 1 ll smite 'em dovm, and 
bring •em to nought, and scatter 'em abroad, till t hey 
r epent an' get clean hearts and a richt spe erit within 
them, and l e arn His lesson that He's been trying to 
t each 'em t h is threescore years - that the cause o• the 
pe op l e i s the cause o' Him that made the people· an, 
woe to them that take the deevil's tool s to do his work 
wil Gude guide us - Saxty years o' madness! saxty 
ye ar s 0 1 madness! How long , 0 Lord, before Thou bring 
these puir daft bodies to their richt mind again?37 

This fina l far ewell from Mackaye and the failure 

of t he Chartists• rebellion, of which Kingsley's 

gr aphic description is .given in the preceding chapter, 

turned Alton's h eart from the pursuit of revolution 

and class strife. He learned from Elinor the key to 

h i s life 's mission. She revealed to him the giver of 

a l l good gifts - Christ: 

She s p oke of Him as the great Reformer and yet as 
t he true Cons ervative: the inspirer of all new truths, 
re ve alin8 in the Bible to every age abysses of new wis­
dom a s the times require : and yet the indic ator of all 
whic h is ancient and eternal - the justifier of His own 
dealings with man from the beginning. She spoke of Hi m 
as the true demagogue - the Chrunpion of the poor; and 
ye t as the true king, above and below all earthly rank; 
on who s e will alone all real superiority of man to man, 
all time-justified and time-honored usages of the family, 
t he society, the nation stand, and shall stand forever. 
Look a t the great societies of our 0\11J11 day, which how­
ever i mperfectly, still lovingly and earnestly do their 
me as ures of God's work at home and abroad; and say, when 
wa s there ever r e al union, cooperation, philanthropy, 
equality brotherhood among men, save in loyalty to 
Hi m - J e ;us who died up on the Cross.38 

37 Alton Locke, P• 130. 
38 ~·, p . 339. 
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In this account of the literary activit ie s of the 

Chri s tian Socialists we have departed from the s trict 

se quenc e of events . We must now turn to the Associa­

tions for a study of the practical app lication of their 

Pr inciJo. les . No phase of Christian S · 1· d 1 d "" ocia_ ism eve ope 

more rapidly than the first eight of the Associations . 

Du.ring the summer o .f 1849 John Ludl ow, Archdeacon Hare , 

Su lly , Mansfield , Scott , Thomas Hughes , Charles Kingsley, 

and a fe w Chartist l eaders , met at Maurice ' s house to 

d iscuss p lans for organizing as ~ociative societies in 

sev e r a l differ ent industries in order to t est their 

p rin ciples . They wer e to observe these associations 

and to modify the ir methods to suit the practical needs 

a s they arose . Before the establishment of the Cooper a ­

tive Association of Tailors in Castle Street , London, 

in 1851, the Promoters had no definite constitution . 

They were a gr oup of friends who met weekly for the 

purp ose of dis cus sing business p lans or more often for 

r elig ious and s ocial purposes . Though such an informal 

body was c a p able of super v ising the few Associations 

they had estab lishe d , the growth and the expansion of 

the g roup s demanded or necessitated a more formal manage-

ment . Charles sully, the paid secretar y of the Promoters 

and acting manager of the Associations, planned the con­

stitution; and i n 1850 , it was published as Tract V., 
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containing an account of the history of the Society and 

model laws for Associations . The fund~~ental principle 

of the Society was stated to be "the practical applica­

ti on of Christianity to the purpose of trade and indu.s­

try ;" it s obj ects were set forth in the following 

sta t ement: 

It is now our busines s to show by what machinery 
the obj ects of Christian Socialism can, as we believe, 
be compass ed; how working men can rel ease themselves, 
and ca n be helped by others to release themselves, 
from the tbraldom of individual labor under the competi­
tive system; or at least how far they can , at present, 
by honest fellowship , mitigate its evils . In offering 
this ma chinery to others we are bound to protest against 
the i do l a try of social mechanism, which imag ines society 
as a me r e assemblage of whe els and springs, and not as 
a p ar tnersh ip of living men, which t akes account ·· of the 
f orm a lone, and not the spirit which animate s it . 39 

This warning is characteristic of Ma ::i.rice, whose hesi­

tan cy t hroughout the movement was due to his fear of 

mechanizing the society to the neglect of its broader 

purpo se of character-building . Ludlow felt the neces­

sity for the warning , and he published it with the 

formal ~cheme . A brief suinmary of the latter is given . 

The society was composed of all engaged in the 

mov ement . It met on the fi rst Wednesday of each month 

to di scuss t opics re lative to its objectives; the 

second Wednesday of each month was given to lectures 

39 Tract v. 
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and di scussions . The executive work of the Society 

was divi de d between a Council and a Central Board . 

The purp os e of the Council was to transact busines s 

between the Society and the Associations and the Associa ­

ti on s and the public, to collect and administe r f unds, 

and to d i ffus e the nrincipl es of cooperation. 'rhe 

Council wa s chosen by joint action of the Promoters; 

Maur i c e was always president, and the body consisted of 

bvelve or dinary members and an unlimited number of 

honora r y members . It held its meetings weekly, and 

emp loye d p aid sec r etaries . The Central Board represented 

t h e Associations recognized by the Society, and was 

compos ed of all the managers of the different groups 

and a delegat e chosen from each of them. The duties of 

t h e Centr a l Board were to regulate the relations of the 

d i fferen t As s ociations and the united Associations' 

relat j_ons with the public. In 1852, the Council and 

t he Cen t r a l Board , which had before met separately, met 

j oint ly. The Associations were controlled Councils of 

Admini str a t i on , consisting of their managers, a chairman, 

a trea su rer, a secretary, and a specified number of 

a s sociates. They were left fre e to manage themselves 

but wer e d irectly responsible to the council and the 

Centra l Board, who gave instructions for conducting the 

business of the g roup s. New Associations were re~1ired 
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to s erve a p robationary term of two years, but during 

thi s tim e they enjoyed all the privileges of the 

regular Associations except in the matter of voting. 

Wage s wer e p aid in accord with the labor and ta.lent 

expen ded . The idea of a scale of equal wages was con­

t r ary to t he p rincip les of the organizations because 

i t wou ld re sult in t aking from the industrious, the 

tal ented , and the strong to give to the weak, the idle, 

and t he inefficient. The plans of the Association were 

a f a ir d a.y' s work for a fair day's pay a.nd the biennial 

div i sion of profits minus the operating expenses. The 

As ~ocia t e s we r e restricted to a ten-hour day, were 

required t o do all work on the premises of the Associa­

ti on , were to observe Sunday , and were not permitted 

to make the Association an agent of a politic al a g ita­

ti on . Such was the constitution devised from the com­

binat i on of Sully 's practical experience, Ludlow's leg al 

knowl e dg e , and Maurice ' s idealism. 

Bu s i n ess was brisk, and during 1850 eight Associa-

tions were founded. The names of these give us an 

i d e a of the fields of industry cover·ed by the Promoters. 

Th e first was the coou erative Association of Tailors in 

Ca stle s tree t, London; the next three we r e cobblers' 

or ganiz a tions , the Ladies' and GentlemBn's Working 

Boot and Shoemakers Association, the Gentlemen's Wo r king 
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Boot and Shoe and Strong Shoemal-cers Association, and 

the West End Working Bootmakers; the next three were 

builders' organizations, the Working Builders, the 

North London Working Builders, and the Pimlico Working 

Builders; the last of the groups were the Working 

Printers' Association and the Working Bakers' Associa­

tion. In addition to these the North London Needle­

women's Association and the East London Needlewornen's 

Home Work Shop Association were affiliated to the 

Society. In 1852 the Ladies Guild was begun under the 

management of Mrs. Caroline Southwood Hill, whose famous 

daughter Octavia had joined it . Although the Guild 

ceased in 1856, its influence in bringing Octavia Hill 

into a connection with the principles of Christian 

Socialism, which she acknowledged years later, was im-
40 

portant. 

The modern socialists• criticism of Christian 

Socialists is that the latter did not devote themselves 

more enthusiastically to Trade Unionism. In the light 

of the history of their connection, this criticism is 

unjust. The ill-organization of the trades gave the 

Christian Socialists an opportunity to expand their 

idea of association. In 1851, a circular was sent to 

t he Trades Union Societies to secure their support for 

40 Maurice, c. E. Life of Octavia Hill, p. 330. --
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a Centra l Cooperative Agency. A committee was formed 

cons isting of Neale, Hughes, three business p artners, 

ten member s and managers of the As ~~ ociations, Newton 

and Allan of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, 

George A. Fleming , pre sident of the National Associa­

tion of United Trades, Thornton Hunt and Richard Hart , 

friends of cooperation , and Thomas Shorter of the 

Promoters . They de lega ted the work to an Acting Board 

of e i gh t members , and the prop aganda for the Central 

Agency began . The ir purp ose was published in the 

Chr istian Socialist for November, 1851. It was an ur ge 

for t he unions to adopt, instead of their defense policy, 

the princip les of associati on. The lockout strike in 

1851 gave the Christian socialists their opportunity. 

They dis cussed the moral issues at stake, preached 

the pr inciples of as sociation, and did much to establish 

a just relation between the warring factors of society . 

The Cent r a l cooperation Agency was established . 

Its aim was to unite the Associations into a single 

body . Neale was the gr ea test contributor to the plan . 

His idea was to centralize the interests and capital 

of the As ~·ociations, for he saw in the multiple expan­

sion of these the danger of rivalry and strife. The 

influence of the central Agency could har dly be over­

estimated. It gave solidarity and unity to their aims, 
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and wa s t h e chi ef force in securing the Industrial and 

Provident Societies Act of 1852, which gave the whole 

cooper at ive movement its status . The Society was 

forced t o revise its constitution and restat e its p ol i cy . 

A meet i ng wa s held, and the name was changed into the 

As s ociat i on f or Promotinp: Industrial and Provident 

Soc ie t ies . A preamble to its revised constitution was 

stated thus : 

The Pr omoter s of Working-Men's Associations, h aving 
united for t he purp ose of applying the princip le$ of 
Christ i anity t o trade and indust r y , and desiring to 
state more defin i tely what those principles are, as they 
find them s et f orth in Christ's gosp el, that t hey may 
serv e a s the b asis of a society to be for med for the 
object s after ment i oned, declare: -

1 . Tha t human society i 8 a body consisting of 
many m~mber s, not a collection of war ring atoms . 

2 . Tha t true workmen must be fellow- workmen , not 
riv als . 

3 . That a principl e of justice, not of selfish-
ness , mus t regulate exchanges .41 

The pract ic ability of the associations proved unsuccess­

fu l, and the Society failed. The leaders had learned 

t hat t he ch i e f difficulty arose from the l a ck of educa­

t ion in a s s ociative princ i p les; so they turned to the 

most s i gnificant phase of their work-education. 

I n t h e early constitution of the Christian Social­

i s t s provision had been made for education . That the 

41 Raven, Christian socialism, 1848-1852, p . 307. 



63 

leaders had realized from the start the importance of 

education is evinced by their early provision for the 

night school at Little Ormond Street. They realized 

that the failure of the cooperative activities was 

largely due to the lack of education in associative 

principles among the workingmen. The experience that 

had taught them the need for education had also given 

them the b asic principles for the program which they 

a dopted. The greatest impetus to the new venture came 

from the workingmen themselves, who, upon the receipt 

of t he news of Maurice's expulsion from King's College, 

petitioned him to become Principal of the Working Men's 

College. The campaign was begun through a series of ar­

ticles written for the Christian Socialist and through 

lectures. On October 30, 1852, Maurice gave his inaugural 

address at their new headquarters in Red Lion Square; on 

November 2, they began their first term with one hundred 

and seventy-six students. A history of the College is not 

our chief concern here, but a limited survey of the fields 

of study and the personnel is essential to an understand­

ing of its effect upon subsequent reforms and policies. 

Maurice l ectured on st. John's Gospel, Political Terms 

As Il l ustrated by English History, and the Reign of 

King J obn As Illustrated by Sha1rnspeare' s Plays; Ludlow 

on the Law of Partnership. Hose directed the study of 
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g eometry~ John Nes tlake and Hichard Buckley Litchfield, 

arithme tic and algebra ; Brewer· , the geogr a phy of Eng­

land: Hughes , amusem Emts; and Ruskin , a new recruit who 

tBu ght in the College until 1860, taught drawing. 

Neale , Grove, Kingsley , and Lloyd Jones were later 

c onnected with the lectures at the Coll ege . Both women 

and men were privil eged to attend the classes at first, 

but with the definite establishment of the women's 

educatj_ona l progr ~mi , vvomen no longer attended . 

The working Men 's College was a new venture and 

was the most definite and constructive step in the 

at t empt to embody , in a c oncre te form, the principles 

of Christi an Socialism . This g roup was not int erested 

merely in the technical training of the p eculiar 

abilities of the individual, but also in the development 

of the qualit ies essential to s ocial membership . The 

l e aders purposed to bring the lower and upper classes 

into harmony , and to unite their efforts to establish 

a universal brotherhood under the leadership of Jesus 

Christ . To this end they taught the p rinciples of 

coop eration , developed character, and instilled a 

h umanitarian spirit in their students. They combined 

the best in the teachings of the r eformers - the German 

Marx , the French Faurier and Le Blanc , and the En glish 

Owen and Grey . They did much to bring the Church into 
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a closer union with sec 11 l a r life , to instill the pr i n ­

cip les of co operation , to establish univers a l educ a t i on , 

and to evolve a s ocial-eth ic a l philosophy . The i r i n ­

fluence is trac eable in the works of l"{uskin and Mrs . 

Humphrey VVard , wh ich will b e discuss e d in su cc e eding 

chap ters . 



CHAPTER III 

JOHN RUSKIN : CHR I STIAN ,S OCIALISM IN 1jHE 

TRANS I TIONAL PHASE 

To t he student of Christian Socialism t he vears 
t,i 

from 1840 to 1880 are impor tant for the light t h ey 

throw up on the growth of the socialistic t heories 

initi a t ed i n the early forties and the changes in the 

gener a l outlook of the economists of the period. This 

per· i od of transition mark ~-=\ a decline in the attempts 

at dir ect parti c i pation in s ocia l and economic event s , 

and initiat es the period of scientific study of social 

and economi c phenomena . The combined efforts of t he 

Un ioni s t s and the Christian Socialists were rather suc­

cessful. The se early reformers succeeded in providing 

sani tary r e forms in dwellings and factories, better 

wages , and greater educational facilities for the 

laborers. The final justification for their efforts 

was realize d in the improved moral life of the class 

for whom they sp ent their time, their money, and their 

ener g i es . Under i mproved conditions, the workers 

dev eloped a gre ater sense of obligation toward them­

s e l ves and toward s ociety. 'fheir mora l growth is 

tra ceable in t he expansion of the powers of their insti­

tutions of self-help and mutual aid. The Church and t h e 
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poli tical e conomists accepted their fundamental princi­

p le that the ultimate value of refox·m or change was 

determined by its effect upon human char acter. The 

Christian Socialist s and their allies succeeded in 

making a dent in the shield of the orthodox ec onomists 
' 

and r a ised the va lue of l ife above property; and 

socialism , which at first was met with scorn and de r i­

sion , found an accepted place in the social sciences. 

One of the most important figures in the years 

of transition wa s John Ruskin, art critic, t eacher, 

dr aughtsman , writer , and philanthropist. He found that 

the basic principles of the Working Men's College corres­

ponded with his own idea of bringing together the rigidly 

divided c las ses into a common social life and pursuit of 

culture higher than that of the current business of the 

day , and he threw him self enthusiastically into his 

teaching . He was a teacher in the college from 1854 to 

1860 , and gav e his time, his talents, and l a r ge sums of 

money to promote its success . Prior to his connection 

with the college , he met Carlyle and Maurice . The former 

exerted a strong influence over the whole of Ruskin's 

policies and beliefs. Although Ruskin differ ed from 

Maurice i n matters of religion, he was de eply in sympa­

thy with Maurice's social-ethical ideals . From his ex­

p erience with t h e wor kingmen with whom he crone in contact 
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during his teach ing, and from his association with the 

leaders , Maurice , Ludlow, and Kingsley , Ruskin gained 

his firs t impulse in the direction of social refor·m . 

Like the other gr eat reformers of the period, he was 

indebted t o the Christian Socialists for his theories 

of reform and to Carlyle for his ideals . This indebt ed­

ness i s seen in his teaching of the gospel of truth and 

justice and in his practical application of that gospel 

to life . 

Ruskin's e arly work s were really sermons in art, 

for whatever he taught was in relation to life . The 

greatest pr oductions of his early years: Modern Painters 

in 1843 , The Sev en Lamps of Architecture in 1849, and the 

Stones of Venice in 1851, embody his gospel of truth, 

sincerity , and nobleness as he learned it from Carlyl e , 

and his protes t against S~am was comparable to his 

master t s . He founde d his "Go spel of Art" upon p rincip l es 

of life ; he pre ached that art was not an end in itself, 

but the instrument wher ein moral , intellectual, and 

social ideals were expressed . His works are saturated 

with moral and social fervor . He maintained that art 

found its only right to exist in its power to inspire 

the artist 's r egard for duty and humanity . He recogniz ed 

the moralization and socialization of all art in i ts 

p ower to affect human life - domestic, social, political , 
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and religious. He was always conscious of the presence 

of the Deity in all art; for to him, art was the revela­

tion of the spiritual and moral, and was a declaration 

of the eternal beau ty and perfection of God's work. 

The final t e st of art was the spirit which it expressed 

and the ultimate effect it produced upon the workman. 

To him, art was the open book to the history of t he 

moral gr ea tness and moral degradation of the past, and 

t he stu dy of art in its relation to life was the safest 

me ans for arriving at a true evaluation of moral and 

spiritual greatness: 

The book I called the Seven Lamps was to show that 
certain right states of temper ana moral feeling were 
t he mag i c powers by which all good architecture without 
exception had been produced. The Stones of Venice had 
from beginning to end no other aim than toshow that 
Gothic architecture of Venice had arisen out of, and 
indicated in all features, a state of pure national 
f aith and domestic virtue; and that its Renaissance 
arc hitecture had arisen out of, and all its features 
indicated, a state of concealed national infidelity 
and dome s tic corruption.1 

To this doctrine that ''art is religion", Ruskin remained 

true throughout his life; and he was faithful in perform­

i ng his mission - to raise the veil from the eyes of men 

and to reveal to them the ultimate facts of God's order 

of society. He taught men the moral history of men 

1 Ruskin, 8 ~orks, Vol. X, "crown of Wild Olives tt, 

pp . 52-53. 
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through r epresented facts and ideas in the different 

stages of art and architecture . He gives us his own 

purpose in the follo w· ing quotation: 

In all my p ast work, my endeavor has be ,m to show 
that g ood architecture is es8entially religious - the 
pr oduction of a faithful and virtuous , not an infidel 
and corrupte d people . Architecture has always been 
the manly language of a peop l e inspired by resolute and 
common purp ose, and render:i.ng resolute and cormnon 
fid e lity to an undoubted God . 2 

Gradually, from his meditation upon art as the represen­

tation of the "common purpose " and ttcommon fidelity" of 

men, Ruskin was drawn to the contemplation of man, 

morality , and social institutions; and he devoted the 

remainder of his life to teaching a new nGospel of Work 
3 

and a regeneration of the Soci al Organism fl. 

In his social - ethical theories and principles of 

reform , Ruskin is more obviously indebted to Carlyle 

and the Christian Soclalists than in his earlier works; 

however there is a strong evidence of Carlyle's influ­

ence throughout . :Ru.skin had little faith in the pos­

sibility for reform through new laws and enlarged 

liberties . He believed that reform like charity should 

begin at home . He accepted the principles laid down 

by Carlyle and the Chri s tian Socialists that every man 

2 Works, Vol. X, 11 Crown of Wild Olivesn , p . 54 . 
3 Harrison, Frederick . Stu dies in Ruskin, p . 62 . 
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was r esponsible for his own salvation and was also his 

brother's keeper . It was impossible for Ruskin to con­

ceive a sound s ociety based on the false p r inciples of 

comp etition and selfishness . True reform as Ru skin 

conceived it was the development of the human heart in 

obedience, justice, and compassion . The disorder of 

society , accordin.[_1" to Ruskin's theory, was the result 

of man ' s disobedience to God•s will . He taught that, 

without strict obedience to the will of God, perfect 

justice between men , and com.passion - fellow-feeling -

for tho s e who were imp rovident, no perfect reform could 

be accomplished: 

One thing we know or may know, if we will, - that 
the heart and conscience of man are divine; that irt 
his perception of evil , in his recognition of g ood, he 
is himself a God manifest in the flesh; that his joy 
in love, his agony in anger, his indignation at injus­
tice, his g lory in self-sacrifice , are all eternal, 
indisputable pr oofs of his unity with a g reat Spiritual 
He ad; that in t h ese, and not merely in his more avail­
ing form, or manifold instinct, he is king over the 
lower animate world ; that, so far as he denies or fo r ­
feits these, he dishonors the Nam e of his Father, and 
makes it unholy and unadrnirable in the earth; that so 
far as he confesses, and rules by, these, he hallows 
and makes admirable the Name of his Father, and receives, 
in his sonship , fulness of p ower with Him, whose · are the 
kingdom, the power, and glory, world without end.4 

Ruskin was never a fanatical reformer, a slave to a fixed 

idea, but he was a strong defender of the good and a 

4 Fors Clavigera, Vol. II, p . 407 . 
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persistent denouncer of the evils that he perceived. 

He never lost faith in the necessity of education as 

the method of redress for thP social evils which arose 

out of the p illage of the laborers by the idlers. His 

soc ia l mission was distinctly an ethical rather than a 

political one. He held fast to the true ethical teach-
5 

ing , rito see life steadily and see it whole" . He recog-

nized the evil of social dishonesty as the source of 

social disorder, and spent an ample share of his energy 

in teaching the central relations of the social body 

and the specific ne2ds of these. The unity of his sys­

tem is tr aceable in the plea for honesty and justice 

in the transactions between men. The development of 

his s ocial-ethical system or plan is traceable in his 

works: 

Modern Painters taught the claim of all lower 
nature in the hearts of men; of the rock, and wave, 
and herb , as a part of their necessary spirit life; 
in all that I now bid you to do, to dress the earth 
and keep it, I am fulf i 11 ing what I then began. The 
Stones of Venice taught the laws of constructive art, 
and the--a:ependence of all human work or edifice, for 
its beauty, on the happy life of the workman. Unto 
this Last taught the laws of that life itself, ana:-its 
dependence on the Sun of Justice; the Inaugural Oxford 
Lectures, the n ° ces s ity that it should b~ led, and the 
gracious laws of beauty and labor recognized, by the 
upp er , no les s than the lower, classes of England; and, 
lastly, Fors Clavigera has declared the relation of 

5 Hobson, John Ruskin Social Reformer , p . 47. 
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these to each other, and the only pos s ib l e condit i ons 
of p ea ce and honor, for low and high rich and poor 
together in the holding of t h at first Est a te under t he 
only Despot , God , from which , whoso falls, ange l or 
man , is kept , not mythically nor dispu tably, but here 
in visible hor r or of chains under da r kness t o t he 
j~dgm~nt of the great day: and in keeping which ser­
v i ce is per fe c t fr eedom, and inherit ance of all t hat 
a loving Cr eator can give His ·creatures, and an :im­
mortal Father to His children .6 

He did not ab andon the teachings of hi s e arly 

critica l works i n which he defined and evolved a moral­

ity of society, but in his later writing s the emphas i s 

is placed on the practical application of his morality. 

A brief r e sume of the topics of his works, from 1864 t o 

1877 , will give us a clear insight into the development 

of his sys tem of social reform. Munera Pulveris and 

Unto this Las t, publi shed in 1862, set forth the essen­

tial conditions of moral culture necessary to produce 

the true Political Economy; Sesame and Lilies (1864), 

was a continuat i on of t hese; The Crown of Wild Olive 

(1864) has as its special theme the definition of work 

as the making of wealth, not profit, and condemns pro­

fit as the f alse motive of industry; Time and Tide 

(1867) is the central work of Ruskin's social teaching. 

It cont a i ns the three basic principles for a sound 

societ y whi ch Ru skin incorporated in his practical ex­

periment _ a modified Guild system, Cap t ains of Industry , 

6 Fors Clavi gera, Vol. IV, P • 51. 
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and State Regula ti on of Mar:r~iage and Population . Fors 

Clavigera i s a miscellany of his thoughts on social 

refo rm , and its chief aim was to stir the hearts of men 

wi th ze a l for social betterment and to secure their help 

i n h is plan for an experiment in practical reform. The 

general growth of Huskin 1 s thought and work from "Natur e 

t o Ar t, through Art to Human Life, in the Art of Life a 

growing sense of the demands of Eternal Law in the 
7 

making and governance of Human Society" is given in 

For s Clavlgera . 

For his doctrine of work as the remedy of evil, 

Ruskin was i ndebted to Carlyle, who taught the salvation 

of man l ay in his duty to do the work that lay nearest 

h i m. Ru skin expanded this premise by limiting and 

def ining the work done . To him it was not sufficient 

tha t men worked, but it was necessary that they did 

good !ork . He saw the root of the holiest truth and the 

heal t hy sign of progress necessary to the strength and 

happ ine ss of men in their perfecting the manner, and 

ac c omp l lsh i ng the ends of the life of work which circum­

stance s h ad determined. His conviction of the utility 

of ke eping class distinctions both in work and life is 

so mar k ed and p lays so prominent a p art in his s cheme 

7 Fors Clav i gera, Vol. IV, P• 51. 
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that it confirms his policy that the transference from 

one grade of society to another would be rare and ex­

ceptional . The strength and happines s of men did not 

consist in their striving for higher places or rank, 

but in their being content to do their work well . Like 

Carlyle, Ruskin recognized the necessity for a large 

body of unthinking workers, toilers in servile labor . 

To mitigate this condition, he proposed the employment 

of criminals in dangerous and painful work. In a highly 

organized state , me chanical and foul employment would 

take the nature of punishment or reward . 

Of merely rough (not mechanical) manual labor, 
especially agricultural, a large portion should be 
done by the upper classes; bodily healfn anasufIT­
cientcontrast and ren ose for the mental !'unctions 
oeing unattainaole wilSJiout-It; wnat necessarily in­
f*erfor l abor remains to be aone, as especially in 
manufactures , should, and always will, when the rela­
tions of society are reverent and harmonious, fall to 
the lot of tho~e, who, for the t ime, are fit for 
nothing better . 8 

The right to labor or do useful work was the inherent 

right of men, and the duty of the State was to provide 

the opportunity of useful employment. Ru skin condemned 

all useless and false labor as the worst form of theft 

p racticed up on men. To the field of ignoble work, 

Ruskin relegated all useless employment; that is, 

8 Af orks, Vol. X, ".M~ne:ra Pul veris", p. 92. 
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emp loyment which produced that which was valueless in 

maintaining life , and p oor or false work which cheated 

by adulteration of product . To the question - 111]'.hat is 

good work? - Ruskin answered in accord with his gospel 

of truth and justice: 

Wise work is , briefly, work with God . Foolish 
work is work against God. The real "good wo rk'~ is, 
with respect to men , to enforce justice, and with re~­
pect to things, to enforce tidiness and fruitfulness.9 

The first obligation of man was "to do good work whether 

you live or die , 11 and the first obligation of the state 

was to prevent, by wise laws , useless and foul labor 

or labor which p roduced no means for sustaining life 

and was done for profit . The work which men d:id to 

furnish necessities or conveniences for human consump­

tion, and the motives of production and the relations 

between employers and employees, form the basis for 

Ruskin's indictment of current Political Economy. 

Ruskin ' s qualifications for this singular task 

have been questioned by the public, which has not cor­

rectly estimated his natural and acquired habits of 

penetrating and minute criticism. If we a r e to arrive 

at a just and true estimate of his Political Economy, 

we must examine the qualit ies that fitted him for his 

9 Works , Vol. X, ttThe Crown of Wild Olive", p . 36. 
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tasl{ of criticizing the alleged fallac ies of the exist­

ing mode and for defining a true Political Economy . 

Ruskin was a trained specialist, first of all, in the 

finer qualities of production, and sec ond, in the 

cap acity for consumption. He was himself a fine work­

man, a keenly observant student of nature and man, and 

a widely experienced man in the concrete facts of a g­

r iculture, architecture, and the process of production 

and consumption of goods . He was gifted with a keenly 

analytical mind, and an innate honesty and sincerity 

unimpaired by academic, political , or economi.c interests . 

His first criticism of the economic philosophy or 

science of t he period was that the title, Political 

Economy , was wrongfully asswned, but the basis of his 

attack was the acceptance of the theory of the "economic 

man", man actuated solely by wag es . Ruskin refuted. the 

idea of money-getting as the only incentive to industry, 

and recognized the function of the "affections" in 

relation to production and consumption . He drew dis­

tinctive differentiations between Mercantile Economy, 

which assumed that man was merely a "getter" and 11 sn enderu 

of money, and Political Economy, which dealt with man as 

an organic whole, a conscious, rational, and emotional 

being . Ruskin denounced competition as the true rela­

tion between c apital and labor . He recognized the 
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imp ortance of social affe ctions not as 11disturbingfl 
10 

and "accidental elementsrr, but as constant and vital 

element s of society . He believed that, although the 

interests of the ma ster and the servant wer e diverse, 

they were not e s sentially opposed . It was always to 

the interest of both that the work be honestly done 

and justly paid for . "In the division of pr-ofits, 11 

said Ruskin , rtthe gain of the one may or may not be 
11 

the loss of the bther . 11 

The circumstances influencing r eciprocal interests 

were varied , and rules of expediency were futile . 11 No 

human actions ever were intended by the Maker of men to 

be guided by balances of expediency, but by balances of 

justice . All right relations between master and opera­

tive, and all their best interests , ultimately depend 
12 

on these . rr The economic pol i cy of the negati on of t he 

soul of the laborer as the motive p ower of his work 

was, to Ruskin , a false ec onomy ; for , in his belief, the 

servant could be brought to his greatest strength only 

by his affections . The universal law of the whole 

matter was laid down by Ruskin thus : "Assuming any given 

quantity o·f energy and sense in maste r and servant, the 

10 works , Vol . X, 11 unto this Last", p. 13 . 
11 Ibid . , p • 15 • 
12 Ibid., p . 16 . 
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greates t material result obtainable by them wi ll be, 

not through antagonism to each other, but through a.ffec-
13 

tion for each other . u The means for producing this 

relat ionship were t wo; namely, the fixing of wages so 

as not to vary them with supply and demand, and the 

engaging of lab or ers for pe rmanent emp loyment. Ruskin 

advocated equal p ay for workmen of the same field 

irrespective of their diligence, but he admonished 

emp loyers to use only g: ood workmen. The speculation 

in labor made possible by the unr estricted competition 

of the laborers was dishonest and unjust . The master 

had two distinctive duties: to establish a noble com­

mercialism and to humanize trade. 

In true commerce, as in true preaching, or true 
fi ghting, it is neces s ary to admit the idea of occa­
sional , voluntary loss; tha t six-pences have to be 
lost, as well as lives, under a sense of duty; that 
the market may have its martyrdoms as we 11 as the 
pulpit; and trade its heroisms, as well as war.14 

Through noble self-sacrifice, paternal vigilance, and 

complete hone sty, the masters were to e stablish harmony 

in industry and genial relations between themselves 

and their workmen. They were to t t1rn their minds from 

''money gettingtt to the nobler task of ttwealth getting; n 

13 works, Vol. X, "Unto this Last", p. 20 . 

14 Ibid11, p . 26 . 
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and the distinction here dravm between "richesn and 

wealth presents the text for Ruskin's second attack on 

the Political Economy of the Utilitarians . 

His s econd proposal for reform in Political Economy 

was the substitut ion of a vital standard of value for 

the money-standard . To the II orthodox 11 economists 
' 

value of merchandise was the money it would bring were 

it sold , but to Ruskin value of a thing was determined 

by its powe r to sustain life . According to the mercan­

tile economists there was no intrinsic value in a com­

modity - whiskey and good books were equal in value so 

long as they commande d the same price . Ruskin substi­

tuted a subjective human standard of value for the 

conunercial standard. He also defined wealth in terms 

of human life . He refuted the ide a that wealth was 

the accumulation of objects with exchange value, an.d 

maintained that true wealth was moral p ower derivable 

only from happy , noble, useful individuals. To him 

wealth was well-being, life: 

In fact, it may be discovered that the veins of 
wealth are purple - and not in Rock, but in Flesh -
perhaps that the final outcome and consummation of all 
weal th i s in the producing as many as possible full­
breathed, bright-eyed, happy-hearted human creatures . 15 

15 Works, Vol. X, "Unto this Last", p. 41. --~-
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Ruskin's chief service to mankind is that he humanized 

Political Economy, laid an ethical basis for social 

life , and foreshadowed and pointed out the way to the 

science of social humanity; and in this connection 

let us examine his social economic theory . 

The foundation of his social theory is the organic 

relation between life and labor and between production 

and consumption . In Munera Pulveris he stated the dis ­

tinction between value and cost thus : "Value is the 

life-givinp: power of anything ; cost the quantity of 
16 

labor required to produce it . " To Ruskin the II real" 

value of g oods is their p ower to satisfy "good" human 

wants or their llfe-giving p ower . The value of a 

thing was d e termined by the number of people who could 

use it . Therefore the science of political economy 

was neces s arily a f:cie·nce respecting human capacities, 

dispositions , and moral values. To possess real value 

a commodity led t o life and not to destruction . "Use­

fulness", said Ruskin , "is value in the hands of the 

valian t ; so t hat this science of wealth being , as we 

have just seen , when regarded as the science of Accumu­

lation, accumulative of capacity as well as of material, 

when regarde d as the Science of Distribution, is dis­

tribution , not absolute , but discriminate; not of 

16 Op . cit . , p . ?4. 
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everything to every man , but of t he right thing to the 
17 

r ight man . 11 The p roduction of a thing of value neces-

sitates the p roduction of the capacity to use it; hence 

production cannot be independent of consumption. When 

the intrinsic value of a thing is joined to the aptness 

of the u ser , there is we a l th. Ruskin maintained that 

there could be no wealth independent of the c apacity 

for us ing - rrnor can any noble thing be wealth, except 
18 

in the hands of a n oble person 11 • The manner and i ssue 

of consump ti on we re the real tests of production. 

Profi t from labor is not weal th; intrinsic v a lue alone 

is not wealth , but "life is wealth 11
• rrhe object of 

politic al e conomy i s to use everything nobly, to c r·eate 

a great er capacity for wise consump tion. As consump­

tion or use is the aim of p roduction, so life is the 

aim of conswnp tion. In i.ts final analysis Ruskin's 

n olitical e conomy is his theory of wealth. 

There is no weal th but life . Life, including all 
its p owers of love, of joy, and of admiration. That 
count ry is the richest which nourishes the greatest 
number of nob l e and happy hum.811 beings; that man is 
richest who , having perfected the ~unctions ~f h~s own 
life to the utmost has also the widest helpful in­
fluence , both pers~nal, and by means of his possessions, 
ov er t he l ives of others ,19 

17 works , vol. x, 11 Unto th is Last," p. 69 . 
18 Ibid., nMune ra Pulveris ,u p . 25. 

19 Ibid ., "Unto this Last, tr P • 83. 
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Political e c onomy, ac c ording to Rus kin's t h eory, h a s 

as its fir s t object the regulation of a society or 

State ; and by t he maintenance of the State, he means 

the support of its p opulation i n a heal thy and happ y 

life . 11he ob j ect of all politic al economy is not the 

a ccumul ation of money, but the extension of life at 

the highest l eve l . 

In c onnec t i on wi th t he princip al objective of 

politica l ec onomy, l e t us examine the princip les of 

government as l a id down by Ruskin: "The gover nment of 

a nation consis t s i n its customs , laws, and councils, 
20 

and the ir enfor cements ." Rusk i n discusses these fac-

tors of gov ernment, and g ives the just function of 

each in the r egulation of the state . To him, cust om 

represents t he mor al sensibili.ty of the nation, its 

a t tainment of high eth ical training in "grace " , 

"p itiful nes s", and "peace". He condemns the ins ensi­

bility of the upper clas ses to the misery , squalor, and 

p overty they i gnore . To p ermit p overty, filth, and 

disorderline ss is to dishonor the whole of the social 

body and to bring dis grace upon the whole body p olitic . 

In the well- regul ated state , Ruskin saw the inevitable 

divi s ion of l abor according to inequality of capaci t i e s -

20 works , vol. X, ttunto this Last, 
11 

p . 83 . 
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the ruling and the servant classes . The j ust separation 

of these tvrn elements by a per fect educational system , 

devoted to the development of men according to their 

tas tes and fa cult ies., is the only possible means for 

securing healthy and harmonious government . The laws 

of the nation should sustain the customs of the people . 

The nation ' s laws wisely express its precepts by statutes 

and by the assignment of rewards and penalties . The laws 

of pre cept or ordinance should have special reference to 

youth , and b:e s t ric t educational laws which govern and 

train the young in t he wise observance of r ight and 

justice . Of the importance of thi s fact Ruskin said : 

Make your educational laws strict, and your · criminal 
ones may be gentle ; but , leave youth its liberty, and 
you wi ll have to dig dungeons for age . And it is g ood 
for a man that 11 he wear the yoke in his youthtt: for the 
r eins may then be of silken thread; · and with swe et 
chime of si lver bells at the bridle ; but, for the cap­
tivity of age, you must fo rge the iron fetter, and cast 
the pas ~ing bel1 . 21 

All law must be just and right in order to insure right 

rule , and it should not be perverted from its missi on 

of "righ t doing ". Just law alone can insure justice -

the just ordering of things submit t ed to it . The prin­

cip a l objective of law is to secure to every man his 

rightful share of what he has produced . Ruskin enlarged 

21 /llorks , vol . x, 11Munera Pulveris,
11 

p . 95 . 
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the function of law thus: 

The object of law is not only to secur e to every 
man his rightful share (the share, that is, which he 
has worked for , p roduced, or received by gift .from a 
rightful owner ), but to enforce the due conditions of 
pos s es s ion , as far as law may conveniently reach ; for 
instance , that land shall n ot be wantonly allowed to 
run to waste , that streams shall not be p oisoned by 
the person through whose propert ies they pass nor air 
be rendere d unwholes ome beyond giv en limits . 2~ 

Laws should furthermore teach men to discern worth and 

to reverence their true counselors and gover·nors. In 

the choice of wise counselors as their l eaders, men 

are able to erec t just governments and to maintain high 

standards of life . The fa ilures of governments are due 

to.the lack of nobleness , obedience, and reverence of 

the many foolish who should be ruled, and the few wise 

who are rightful rulers. In this criterion for the 

g overned and the governing, Ruskin followed closely 

Carlyl e ' s idea of rule by the ari s tocracy of talent, 

but in the elab oration of the theory, Ruskin pres ented 

a plan for a practical true social order. 

In unto this Last, Ruskin p roposed that the Govern-
-- -

ment undertake the regulation of the Droduction and 

sal e of th~ necessaries of life, but in Fors Clavigera 

and Time and Tide he set forth a p lan resembling the 

22 works , Vol. x, tt Munera FUlveris ," pp. 95-96. 
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medieval guild. Certain rules relating to work and 

property were laid down. Ever y individual was to work 

at what he could do best, for the co~mon good instead 

of for indivi dua l profit; but h e was to receive the 

goods t hat he honestly produced and knew how to use . 

' 

'-<uskin proposed an educational , industrial, and govern­

ment p lan that would so order society as to maintain 

the greatest number of happy and noble human lives. 

The basic p rinciples on which Ruskin established his 

ideal social order were "that every citizen should be 

well - born and well educated . " To secure the fi rst of 

these he stated a definite p lan for regulating marriage 

and reproduction. Of his pr oposed educa tional system 

more will be said later in this chapter. The question 

now is . How was this educated citizenr y to be directed 

in establishing a true social or der2 Ru skin recognized 

the inherent inequalities of men and refuted the idea 

of a natural equality; nevertheless, he realized that 

the divi sion of society into rigidly separated castes 

tended to hinder the members of society in their effor ts 

to render the best work of which they were capable for 

the good of t he social group . The medium between State 

Socialism and Medieval Feudalism was the Guild; there­

fo re Ruskin chose the guild system as the best pl an for 

his society . Under the guild system every man was to 
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wo~k , and men we r e to f orm gui l ds r epresenting their 

different c r afts . Membership in these was to be optional . 

The gu ides of these producers were to have control of 

r etail trade , and employ retail dealers as their salaried 

offic ers; necessary public works were to be owned and 

oper a ted for public profit. Wares were to be warranted 

to nrevent adulteration; p r ices, wages, and pr·ofi ts we r e 

t o be fixed annually . The affairs of each firm were to 

b e r ep or t ed and their books audit ed yearly. If liabili­

t ie s ex ~e eded assets by one hundred pounds, the guild 

was to b e decla r ed bankrup t. 

In the organization of agriculture, Ruskin insisted 

up on t wo basic r eforms : the f ixity of rent and security 

of tenants' improvements . The plan as a whole was 

f eu dalis tic , wi th responsibilities ve sted in t he landed 

ar istocracy , and security of tenure provided for the 

tenants . In Time and Tide, :Ruskin set forth his ideal ----
of l and control and tenur e thus: 

The right action of the State respecting the land 
i s inde ed to secur e it in various p ortions to those 
of'its citizens who deserv e to be trusted with it, 
according to their r espective desi:es and pr oved capac;­
ties • and afte r having so secured it to each, to exerci se 
su ch'vigilance over his treatmBnt of it as the State 
must &>: i ve also to his treatment of his wife and servants; 
for the most part leaving him free, but interfering in 
case of gross mi smanagement or abuse of power. And in 
t he case of great old families, which always ought to 
be and in some measure, however decadent, still truly 
ar~, the noblest monumental architecture of the kingdom, 
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living temp les of sacred tradition and hero's religion, 
so much land ought to b e g r anted to them in perp e tul ty 
as may enable them to live thereon with all circumstance 
of s t a t e and outward nobleness; but their incomes must 
i n no wise be derived from t he rents of it , nor must 
they be occup ied (even in the most distant and subor­
dina t e ly administered methods) in the exactions of 
rents . Tha t is not nobl emen's work . Their income must 
be fix ed and p aid by the State, as the King's is.23 

The duti e s of these s tate-,maintained landlords were 

thos e of warrior and lawyer. They were to act as 

paterna l gu ards over those who were directly their 

p r oteg es - the laborers of their land. The landlords 

we _ee r e s p onsible fo r the administration of justice 

am ong the p easants, the improvements of their estates, 

and the e x amp les of their chivalry. They were to keep 

or der am ong the lowe r classes and to raise them, by 

wise guidance, to the highest level of which they were 

cap able . Their function in the field of agriculture 

was the same as that of the masters of industry in the 

f i e l d of industrialism. In his insistence up on the 

ab oli t ion of the competitive system, rent and interest, 

and the e stablishment of labor as the basis of exchange, 

pu b l i c ownership and control of DUblic property in a 

l im ited sense, Ruskin app roached very near the socialis­

tic p ol i cies of the Marxian school. The s tress he laid 

t h r eligious authority as a vital factor in u p on _ e 

23 Work s, Vol. VIII, 11 rrime and Tide", P. 100 . 
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producing the true cooperative character possible in 

his rrcbristian Brotherhoodr, , was a policy closely allied 

to t h e Christian Socialists. Ruskin had little or no 

patience with "liberty" and "equality" as proclaimed 

by dem oc .c acy. The only genuine freedom he recognized 

wa s t o be gained through strict obedience to known 

laws and reverence for the authority of appointed leaders . 

Socia l or der was possible only when built upon autho rity 

of superiors , and reform was possible only thr ough appeal 

to the heart and intelligence of the rightful rulers . 

True progress , to Ruskin as to his master, Carlyle, and 

h is cowor kers, the Christian Socialists, was possible 

only through the moralization of the ruling classes and 

their cooperation in establishing equality of opportunity 

for social s ervice, which was the only equality possible . 

Rusk in ' s social ethics laid the foundation for the 

"pr ogres ~ of all tbrough all, under the leadership of 

the bes t and wis e st". The chief instrument for securing 

sound social progress, according to Ruskin , was educa­

tion ; therefore he laid down specific rules for an 

educational system. 

Ruskin condemned the idea of education conceived 

in t e rms o r lucrative employment and social ambition: 

Wha t is sought is an education which shall keep 
a go od coat on my son 's back,.which shall enable him 
to r ing with confidence the visitor's bell at double-



bell e d do ors, which shall result ultimately in the 
es tab li shc~ent of a double-belled door to his own 
h ou se . 24 
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Rus k i n had no pati ence with the commercialization of 

ideas, and his c r iticism of the educational syst em of 

his day was deep and fundamental. He denounced compe­

titive examinat i on s , the penurious attitude of the 

State t oward maintenance of school s , the method of 

teaching facts instead of human life, and the practi ce 

of ignoring t h e vital moral needs for true education . 

Ruskin bel i eved that the very aims of education were 

defeated under t he s t ereotyp ed system of education . 

His statement of the es s ential objectives is as follows: 

The enti re obj ect of true education is to make 
peop le not me rely do the right things , but enjoy the 
right th i ngs - notmere l y industri ous , but ro-rove 
industry - not me r ely learned , but to love knowl e dge -
not mere l y pure , but to lov e purity - not merely just, 
but to hunger and thir st after justice . 25 

The t r ue im of education , ac c ording to Ruskin's belief, 

was to t r a in men to be happy , beneficent , and indus­

trious . Le t u s examine carefully his plan for the 

real i zation of this aim . Manual instruc tion was to 

be an i mp ortant and basic f unc tion of education not 

24 1.1\/orks , Vol. x, 11 sesame and Lilies" , p . 
25 Ibid. , "The Cr own o.f Wild Olive", p . 46 . 



91 

merely as a means for physical exercise , but as a chief 

instrument for t eaching the systematic nature of matter 

in re lation to human service . The knowledge thu s 

gained would give p ersonal experience and contact with 

material f acts of life . It would be furthermore a 

8ractical me ans fo r discovering the natural aptitudes 

of children and would afford opportunity for individual 

expression . Ruskin sought to humanize education and to 

make it the chief instrument for moral and physical 

training . The means for cultivating all the f aculties 

of mind , body , and spirit were provided . The school 

was to be the mos t important building, impressive in 

its beauty and dignity of architecture; it was to b e , 

in truth , a library of the best books , an art gallery 

of great mode ls , and a museum of natural objects and 

minerals . The sub j ec t s of the usual courses studied 

in schools now were included , but the method of teach­

ing proclaimed by Ruskin was far in advance of even 

ou present methods . By association with the beautiful 

in his surroundings , the child was to be taught the 

love and admiration of beauty ; by p ractical service to 

his associates , he would learn moral truths ; and by 

physical training, he would learn the essentials of 

heal th and hygiene . t1 And finally, to all children of 

whatever gift, grade , or age, the laws of Honor , the 
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habit of Tru~~ ' the Virtue of Humility, and the Hap p i­

ne ss of Love", was to be taught . 

Ru skin was not satisfied with preaching doct r ines . 

He was eager to put his ideas into practice, and in 

1874 he began a series of practical expe riments based 

u p on h is social-eth ical teach ing . He r ealized that 

absolute justice was unattainable under the industrial 

sys t em of his a g e , but he was unwilling to ac quiesce 

in the standards of commercialism, and he set up a code 

of conduct which he followe d in all his private deal­

ing s . He s ought to deal fairly with others, and in 

accord wi th his the or y of sound wages, he fixed the 

salaries of hi s domestic servants so as to permit them 

t o do the ir work in comfort and with good will toward 

their master . In buying and selling he eschewed all 

b a r gaining ; he bought and sold at what he consider ed a 

fair p1'ice . In p ublishing his books he followed his 

code of commercial ethics . He published and sold them 

withou t emp loying the means of competitive bargaining . 

He consider 8 d his fortune a public trust and used it 

a ccording ly , g iving s t.uns to philanthropic enter prises 

he deemed worthy . He enabl e d Miss Octavia Hill to carry 

out he r p lans for better housing of tenants; he subscribed 

?.6 Fors Clavigera , Vol . IV, PP • 369-370. 



93 

to pure food funds , and gave large sums of money to the 

Charity Organization Society of London . He endowed 

Oxford and Cambridge with g ifts of the works of Turner 

and other noted artists , including himself. He pro­

vided many obj e cts of natural history , installed libra­

rie s and cabinets of mineral sp ecimens, and organized 

c l asses for tea ching drawing in several schools and 

coll e g es . In al l, his private and public philanthropies 

ab s orb e d the sum of one hundr e d and fifty-s e ven thousand 

p ounds , land , and houses which he inherited from his 

fathe~ and lar g e sums of h is own money earnings. In 

many philan thr opic endeavors Ruskin was an innov ator 

and a pione er . At Oxford he organized gangs f r om the 

r anks of the unemp loyed workmen and set them to wo rk to 

clean and beautify streets in London ; he establi shed 

a model tea - room to encourage the sal e of pure food 

products at a small margin above cost; he organi ze d a 

group of Oxfor d students to repair a road ne a r Hinksey, 

out of oxford . The gr ea test of his social exper i ments 

was the org an i zation of the Guild of St. George , a 

s ociety for the purpo se of carrying t o the highest 

po i nt of devel opment the instit u tions of hereditary 

pr operty and family life . In Fors Glavig era the early 

h istory of the company is given in detail. 

The Guild of St. George rested upon the basic 
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p r incip les of Ruskin's philosophy; namely, the neces ­

sity for Drac tica l relig ion, labor , truth, and h onesty 

in a true soc i al order . To determine further the 

phi losophy of the society, let us examine the creeds 

and res olutions set f orth by Ruskin and subscribed to 

by every member of the Guild. They are thus stated: 

I . I trust in the living God , Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and ear th, and of all things and cre a­
ture s , vis ible and unvisible . 

I trust in the kindness of His law, and the 
g oodness of His work . 

And I will s trive to love Him, and keep His 
l aw, and see His work while I live . 

II . I trust in t he nob l ene ss of human nature, 
in the ma j es t y of its fa culties, the fulness of its 
mercy , and the joy of its love. 

And I will strive to love my neighbor as 
myse lf, and , even when I cannot, will act as if I did . 

III. I will labor , with such strength and opp or­
tunity a s God g ives me , for my own daily bread; and all 
that my han ds find to do , I will do with all my might . 

IV . I will not de ceive , or cause to be deceived, 
any h uman be ing for my 1~' ain or p leasure, nor hurt, or 
c aus e t o be hurt , any human being for my gain or 
p leasure ; nor rob , or cau se to be robbed , any human 
be ing for my gain or pleasure . 

v. I will not hurt or kill any living creatur e 
needless ly, nor destroy any beautiful thing; but will 
strive to save and comfort all gent le life , and guard 
and perfect all natural beauty, upon earth. 

VI . I will s trive to r aise my own body and soul 
daily into all t he higher powers of duty and happiness; 
no t in rival ship or contention with others, but for 
the help , delight, and honor of others, and for the joy 
and peace of my own l ife . 

VII . I wil l obey al l the laws of my country faith-
fully , and the orders of its monarc1:1 , and of any per son 
app ointed to be in au thority under its monarch, so f ar 
as sucll laws or commands a.re cons is tent with what I 
supp ose to be the law of God; and whe n they are not, or 
seem in any wise to ne ed change , I will oppose them 
loyally and de liberately , not with malicious, concealed, 
or di sorder ly violence . 
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VIII. And with the same faithfulness, and under 
the limits of the same obedience, which I render to 
the. laws of my country, and the commands of its r uler s , 
~ wilJ. ~bey t h ~ la~s of the Society called of St. George , 
into which I am this day received• and the orders of 
its mas t ers , and all p ersons appointed to be in authority 
under its masters , so long as I remain a Companion 
called of st . Ge orge . 27 · ' 

The financial side of the comp any as reported in 

For s Clav igera is an attestation of th0 sincerity and 

pertinac ity of Ru skin . He sought at the outset to 

es tablish confidence and secure support by giving a 

tithe of h is own income , which amounted to seven thou­

s and p ounds . Desp ite Ruskin's noble effort and generou s 

example , the public r emained unmoved . The whole of the 

sum coll e cted ( excep ting Ruskin ' s g ift of seven thousand 

p ounds •.r,·h ich had been spent for stock) amounted to three 

hundred and s eventy pounds, and only sev r.:)n persons had 

enlisted as yearly subscribers to the fund . After a 

futile a ttempt to l aunch the project in 1875, the Guild 

ptlr chased a fa rm of fourteen acres, named Abbeydale, 

and situated near Sheffield in 1877. The cost for the 

land was two thousand , two hundred, and ei ghty- seven 

pounds . The purchase was made, and the money was to be 

paid out of t he funds of the Guild to be derived from 

their labor and the t enth or tithe that each was re-

27 Fors Clavigera, Vol . III, P • 40. 
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qu.i red to p ay to the Guild . The tilling of the l a n d 

was a failur e , due to the lack of concentrated effo r t 

and cap ital . Most of the Comp anions of the Guild re­

s igned , and efforts were made to work the land by mor e 

eff i cien t outside management . As a whole the agricul­

tural project was a failure , but in other aspects the 

Guild was s u c c essfu l . 

The most serviceable outcome of the wor k of the 

Guild is the Rusk i n Museum at Sheffield . It had long 

been Ruskin ' s de sire "to furnish an exemp lar of a true 

museum a s a t r e asur y of art and a means of delight and 
28 

instruc tion i n t he finer s arts of human work 11
• He 

collected v luable p rodu c tions of art, sc ulpture, dr aw­

ing , and obj e cts of natural history (mineral s , g ems, etc . ) 

and ski l l fully arranged and classifi ed them with a vie w 

to present ing t h em in an instructive manner . The rooms 

were ut i l iz e d to an a dv antage in p resenting the ·works 

so as to i mp ress the vi s itor with a sense of the natur a l 

surr oundings , and the walls were inscribed with sugges­

tive and s timulating texts from Ruskin ' s writings . ThB 

original p l an of the museum has been faithfully continued 

by Ruskin 's succe s sor s , and to-day it stands as a monu­

ment to h is genius and humanity . 
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Of the practical social industrial reform s of 

Ruskin , the mo~ t suc c essful were the hand-we aving 

linen industries a t Langdale and Laxey in the Isle of 

Man . The revival of t h e se handcrafts was for t he pur­

o ose of employinp. sk illed laborers who would work for 

the pleasure of good workmansh i p and to pr ovide g ood 

work .for those who would appreciate it . The Home Ar ts 

and Industrial As s ociation , wh ich holds annual exhibi­

t ions and g ives annua l rep orts, is a resul t of this 

influence of Ru skin . 

It is difficult to estimate the inf luenc e of Ru~ik in 

np on the modern age , for he is yet too near; but it is 

not a difficul t task to tr ace his di rect influences 

upon many of the commonplace hwnanities of our present 

age . In view of the fact t h at many of the refor ms he 

p roposed hav e been enacted to check the evil s he proph­

esied , 1t is possible t o supp ose that in the course of 

time his ideals of a p er.fe et s oci a l or der, a spi r itual 

b rotherhood , may be realized . Whether th i s is re a liz ed 

we c annot es cap e thA debt of gratitu de we owe John 

Ruskin for hi s fea rles s a ttack upon the materialist i c 

e thical standards of his day and his exposure of the 

Pvils of industriali sm . He p enetr ated to the depths of 

the s ophistry of the age; he saw the waste of human life 

and the weakening of the moral stamina resulting from 
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me chanization of labor and the selfish competition of 

trade ; and he recognized the fact that t he sources of 

the evils were the stup idity, insensibility, and greed 

of the u pper classes and the lack of discipline in the 

lower classes . Ruskin was conscious of existing wrongs, 

and fo r forty y ears he labored diligently to point the 

way to a true social order f ounded upon justice and 

productive of hap py , healthy human lives . That his 

labors were productive of g ood is evid0nced by the 

enactmen t of ma ny of his remedial measures of r e form; 

namely , old-age pension s , provisions for protecting 

laborer fl ' lives , p rovis j_ on fo r national education, and 

imp rovement of the housing of the working clas ses . 

Ruskin was the source from which men and women 

desirous of a better world and yearning to strive to­

ward its attainment , d rew the inspiration for their good 

works . Ruskin awakened noble natures to noble endeavor . 

His i nfluence inspired the work of Arnold Toynbee in 

Eas t London , the beginning of an extensive settlement 

work which drew into its servic e such devoted and noble 

natures as that of Mrs . Humphry Ward , whose work will 

be the subject of the fol lowing chapter . 



CID.PTER IV 

ARN OLD TOYNBEE AND MRS . HUMPHRY WAED: 

CHRI STIAN SOCIALISM IN A LATER PHASE 

The purpose of this thesis has been to trace the 

i nfluences which emanated from the little band of 

Chr i st i an Socialists of 1848 and which affected in a 

gr ea t measure the works of philanthropic men and women 

who labored t o alleviate the conditions resulting from 

the i ndus trial and s ocial revolutions . These r evolu­

t i onary upheava ls se t to work new forces which shifted 

t he Engli sh point of view in the religious and material 

world . 1.!e h ave noted in preceding chapters how the 

ear l y Chri s ti an Socialists , Carlyle, Maurice, and 

Ki ngs l ey, struck at the materialism of the eighteenth 

century and strove to direct the forces of democracy 

and to i mpregnate these forces with a conscious reli­

g i ous f ervor for social well-being . In such men as 

Carlyle , Kingsley, and Ruskin the function of govern­

ment was h e ld to be paternal or patriarchal . They 

ra l l i e d to support the traditional divisions of society, 

and s ought to revive, in the "natura1° ari s tocracy, the 

r espon s ibility of rule and in the laborers the respon­

s i b ility for reverence and obedience to their superior s , 

whi ch had characterized the medieval guild systems . I n 
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the doctrine of the early Christian Socialists emphasis 

was placed upon the individual ' s duty toward other i n ­

dividuals, but in later development the responsibility 

of each to each and each to all was stressed . 

The greatest exponent of the later phase of Chris­

tian Socialism was Arnold Toynbee (1852-1883), fell ow 

and tutor at Balliol College, Oxford, 1873 to 1883. 

ith the beginning of his lectureship in 1878, Toynbee 

threw himse lf whole-heartedly into a career of intense 

educational and social activities . His gifts were rare, 

and his enthusiasm for social and religious reform was 

unbounded . The springs of his genial heart were touched 

by the appeal of such a nature as Ruskin,with whom he 

was associated. He entered into Ruskin's schemes and 

projects for directing the revolutionary forces of the 

period into channels of purposeful, united effort to 

improve the external conditions of men and to bring men 

of dif f erent classes into a common citizenship. Toynbe e 

was a public-sp irited man . He was a Poor Law Guardian, 

a Cooperator, and a Church Reformer. He was interested 

in and sympathetic toward the Trades Unions and Friendly 

Societ i es and a ll activities toward an ideal social 

life . He worked with the Charity Organization Society 

and with the vicar of Whitechapel in East London. 

Toynbee ' s sympathies were always with the poor, and hi s 
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desire to be personally acquainted with them led him 

to a close as s ociation with Canon Barnett and the dis­

trict of Whitechapel . Like the early founders of the 

Working Men's College , Toynbee realized the great need 

for close association between the educated and wage­

earning classes . Through his great personal charm and 

transparent sincerity he exercised a strong i nfluence 

over the youths of Oxford . He i mpressed them with their 

civic duties and awakened in them an enthusiasm for 

social reform . 

, Toynbee was not a socialist in the continental 

sense , and he reje c t ed the Tory Socialist idea of a 

pate r nal government . He favored state intervention in 

matters of pr i me social importance, but he urged a 

limited s tate action because he saw in that direc tion a 

possible le ssening of the independence of the individual . 

He believed democracy a force for uniting the classes 

and eventually making for a higher social order. Where­

as under the f eudali s tic guild system the union between 

emp loyer and workman re sted upon the workman ' s depen­

dence , under democracy the union re sts upon equal 

citizenship of a free state . Toynbee was an advocate 

of frat ernal government. His idea of the vast social 

order is expr essed in the following excerpt from his 

works : 
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. e are all now , workmen as well as employers, in­
hab i t ants of a larger world; no longer members of a 
s i ngle class, but fellow-citizens of one great people: 
no longer the p oor recipients of a class tradition , 
but heirs of a nation's history. Nay more we are 

1 ·t· ' ' no oneer ci izens of a single nation, we are partici-
pa tor s in the life of mankind, and joint heirs of the 
world ' s inher itance . Strengthened by this wider com­
mun ion and ennobled by this vas ter heritage, shall we 
no t t r amp l e under foot the passions that divide, and 
pas s un ited through the portals of a new age to in­
augura t e a new life?l 

Toynbee 's desire for a noble and unified society in 

which t he sharp lines of social castes were erased 

f ound n o r ealization in the Owen cooperative societies. 

The latter was a plea for men to separate from the 

l arge r society, the State, into small co:rrn:nuni ties in 

which t hey could regain the ideal brotherhood. Toynbee's 

p lan of cooperative societies was to find this larger 

citi zenship within the community life of the State . 

"The problem for us , ff he said , "is not to re-create 

union at the cost of national life, but to reconcile the 

union of i ndividuals with national life; not to produce 

uni on a t t he cost of independence, but to reconcile 
2 

uni on with independence . 11 

To Toynbee the function of the State was to secure 

freedom by compulsion; by the organized power of the 

1 Toynbee , The Industria~ Re"._?lution of the Eight­
e en th Century in1fri'g!ana,PP• ?1~- ~I8 . 

2 Ibid. , p . 244. 
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people , which is the State, men are free to find their 

places - to do as they like within the invisible net­

work of compulsion which in reality is the .State , the 

end of which is to promote the material ends of life 

and the highest form of life. "As the State secures 

freedom by compulsion, the Church teaches the right 
3 

use of freedom by persuasion. 11 The functions of these 

corporate bodies are ultimately the same - to secure 

a deeper , wider personal life . Religious aims should 

be in accord with the aims of the 3tate , and spiritual 

and mater ial well - being should be linked in a union 

of pur p ose to spiritualize life . This union of church 

and nation is possible only through a Christianity in 

harmony with human life and progress . Toynbee defines 

the higher Christianity thus: 

We r ecognize now that divine truth is not the 
jea lously guarded treasure of a sect , but the common 
hAr itage of mankind , not a light held up by pries t s 
before a forsaken multitude , but that inner light 
which illumines the face of the whole people . 4 

Toynbee , like Jowett and Green , had embraced the 

idea of a liberal theology and had recognized the im­

perative need for a vitalized Christianity that would 

3 The Industrial Revolu~ of the Eighteenth 
Cen tur·y-;--p. 253. 

4 Ibid., P • 257 . 
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meet t he ne eds of all men, would ennoble the ir lives , 

and wou l d lead them t o a higher sp iritual and material 

l ife . Toynbee held that religion was the bas i c force 

of man ' s life - not an intellectual force, but f eeling -

a power "not ourse l ves which makes for ri ghteou snessn . 

He believe d there was in t he h earts of al l men a Divine 

power t o gr ow towar d God i n l ove and service . He re futed 

the Positivi sts• belief that men ar e i mpelled by human­

ity for hmnani t y• s sake , and mainta ined that we ser ve 

humanity f or t he love of God . 

It was t h e desire to s erve humanity for t h e love of 

God tha t impe lled Toynbee to take up social work . Li ke 

Ruskin he r e cognized the diff iculties of a life of h i gh 

ethical standards for the workers whose emotions were 

stunted and trrunpled down by the humdr um routine exist­

Pnce of i ndu stri a lism , and he put forth all his effort 

to raise men out of the degradation and i gnorance which 

was their i nheri t ance from the industrial revoluti on . 

He sought t o unite t h e antagonistic force s of society 

in a common brotherhood . Hi s knowledge or conditions 

of i ndus t ria l life we re gleaned from his personal con­

tacts with conditions in Whitechapel and his work as 

lecturer i n t he manufac t uring centers . His sympathies 

for the p oor were deep ; his plans for their development 

wer e extensive ; his efforts i n t he ir behalf had moved 
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many and awakened a deepe r consciousness of social 

re s ponsibility, but his death in 1883 cut sh ort his 

f r u i t ful and promising career. Toynbee Hal l , erecte d 

in East London under the auspicies of Canon Barnet t 

of Whitechapel and Toynbee's followers at Oxford, 

commem ora t e d Toynbee ' s ideals and efforts . r11he sett le­

ment founders hel d fast to a practicable approach t o 

the l i fe and problems of the times . They organized 

c l ubs , clas s es, lectures, concerts, and other educa­

t i onal and recreational activities; but t heir chief 

aim was t o become a part of the life of the community 

and to study the needs of the people they s erved. 

They were inves ted with unspoiled confidence in t he 

contribution a people of a locality might make . They 

drew their i mpulse from religious and ethical soux'ces, 

but rejecte d all s ectarian bias and intent. The suc­

cess of t he settlement movement was phenomenal . From 

1884 the dat e of the founding of Toynbee Hall, to 
' 

1890, six se ttlement houses were erected: Oxford House 

in Bethnal Green, the Vv omen ' s Univer s ity Settlement in 

Southwark Mansfield House in Canning Town, Newman 
' 

House , a nd univer s ity Hall, Bermondsey Settlement, 

founded by Mr s . Humphry Ward, who became the moving 

for c e i n t h e widespread social settlement work of t he 

period . 
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The most outstanding personality of the period 

of development of the Settlements in London was Mr s . 

Humphry ard (nee Mary Arnold), daughter of Thomas 

Arnold and grandaughter of Arnold of Rugby . ~vi ary Arnold 

was born in Tasmania in 1851 . From her parents she in­

herited the very essence of the religious upheavals of 

the period . Her mother was a strict Calvinist; her 

father, a sentimental idealist vacillating between 

Roman Catholicism and Anglican Liberalism and in whom 

the religious unrest of the mid-Victorian period was 

re capitulated . Mary Arnold was a pas s ionate, i magina ­

tive , wilful child . He r early trainine was a desultory 

affair at Miss Cl ough's school at Eller How . At nine 

she was sent to Miss Davie's school at Shiffnal in 

Shropshire, and in 1864 she entered Miss May's school 

near Clifton. Her father ' s reversion to Anglicanism 

in 1865 and the family ' s removal to Oxford opened a 

new field for the development of Mary Arnold's unusual 

p owers . 

Her life at oxford from 1867 to 1881 was fruitful 

and awakening . Her entrance into the life of Oxford 

was during the period of religious controversy which 

equalled in intensity and depth the Tractarian con­

troversy of 1845. The freedom of the mind began to 

b i i Qted unon not onlv in the realm of science, e IlR . ... , ... 



but in the whole field of the interpretation of the 

scriptures . The liberal school of theologians led 
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by Benjamin Jowett and Mark Pattison and other writers 

in Essays and Reviews (1860), no longer accepted the 

theory of the inspirational origin of the scriptures, 

and insisted upon the historical criticism of the Bible 

as of any other book . Under the se influences Mary 

Arnold spent the impressionable years of he1.._ life from 

sixteen to twenty . Mark Patt ison , Rector of Lincoln, 

for whom she cherished a deep admiration and regard, 

encouraged her to ap ply her talents to research and 

critical study . "Get to the bottom of something," he 

would say to her ; ll choose a subject and know everything 
5 

about it ." This exhortation caused her to plunge into 

the study of early Spanish Literature , and by 1869 she 

had acquir ed a reputa tion as a critic and had published 

A Westmor land story . Neither work , however, was a 

forecast of the future . 

Mary Arnold was married in 1872 to T. Humphry 

Ward , a writer and critic of promising note . They were 

both engage d in writing , but Mrs . Ward found time for 

practical work in a different direction . She took a 

l eading part in the movement for higher education for 

5 Tre velyan , The Life of Mrs . Humphry Ward, p . 21. 
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women , and by 1873 a plan for organizing lectures for 

women residents of Oxford was well under way . 1J.1hese 

lectures were to have no connection with the University 

classes, but were, no doubt, the nucleus of the later 

co- educational work . The first lectures were held in 

the Clarendon Buildings in 1874 . Their success en­

courage d the expansion of the courses offered and the 

addition of further courses through the winters from 

1874 to 1877 , when the committee expanded into an 

"Association for the Education of Women''. In 1879 , 

under the direction of Mrs. ward, a special connnittee 

was formed to collect funds for establishing a "Hall 

of Res idence" for the women of Oxford . As secretary 

of the committee Mr ,~ . Ward carried the greater part of 

the burden of correspondence and arrangements, but by 

1879 her labors were crowned with success, and Somer­

ville Hall was opened to women students . She remained 

an active member on the committee for arranging lec­

tures long after she left Oxford. She had won her 

first laurels in carrying out a progrrun of public work 

which was to stand her in stead in years to come when 

by devious paths she arrived at the greatest work of 

her career . 

The course of Mrs . Ward ' s work was changed in 

1877 by her ac cep tance of an offer fr om Dean Wace, 
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general editor of the Dictionary of Christian Biography , 

to take a large share in writing the lives of the early 

Sp anish ecclesiastics . This research into the early 

h istory of the Spanish Church deepened and intens ified 

her interest in the problems of Christianity . She 

recognized the i mp ortance of the problem and its solu­

tion, and her antagonism toward the arrogance of Pusey 

and the orthodox party impelled her to rally to the 

cause of those who earnes t ly but blindly sought reli­

gion . Her first thrust at the orthodox religionists 

was an anonymou sly printed pamphlet , entitled Unbelief 

and Sin . 

In 1881 Mrs . Ward moved to London/where Mn •. Ward 

was emp loyed on the staff of The Time s . The new ven­

ture enlarged their circle of friends . Through her 

success in the work completed for the Dictionary of 

Christian Bi ogr aphy, Mrs . Ward was asked to join The 

Times staff as review critic of French and Spanish 

literature . She was asl{ed by Mr . IVI o?'ley , editor of 

The Macmi llan Magazine , to contribute similar work for 

them . From 1881 to 1884 , she was employed as a 

literary critic, the work for which her Oxford fri ends 

had deemed her destined, but in 1884 she published her 

first nove l , Miss Bretherton , which mt;:l.rked a turning 

point in her career . The general criticism of her 
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first venture in novel-writing was that she was too 

didactic and intellectual . She frankly received the 

criticism , but entered with unabated zeal into the 

task of a new nove l upon a subject that had lain near 

her heart since the publication of the little pamphlet 

Unbelief and Sin. Her interest in the religious prob­

lems , though seemingly set aside by other interests, 

was too deeply rooted to remain dormant for long . 

In 1885 she began Robert Elsmere, a novel in which 

she portrayed the struggles of a soul in its attempt to 

r ;concile the dogmas of accepted creeds and the wider 

aspec t s o r Christian fai th. Mrs . Ward , like her 

Christian Socialist predecessors, recognized the con­

tinuity of Christ in al1 human society moulding it to 

His wi l l . Her reli gious views are set forth in the 

following excerp t from a letter· to her father: 

The Emp ire built up the Church out of its own 
substance and destroyed itself in so doing. I can­
not help fe e ling that as f ar as organization and 
inst itut ions go it is very true, though I would never 
deny that God was in the Church, s.s I believe He is 
in a l l human society . Everything from the critical 
and scient ific s tandp oint, seems to me so continuous 
and natural - no sharp lines anywhere - one thing 
leading to event , belief to belief , - and God en-
wrap pinf and enfolding all . 6 

6 Trevelyan, Life of Mrs. Humphry Ward , p . 48 . --
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It was this belief in the evolution of a new and broader 

Christianity that would meet the needs of an age no 

longer satisfied with the dogmatism of old creeds that 

l ed her to write Robert Elsmere . The novel was not pub­

li shed until 1888 , and i t created a furor of criticism . 

The pr i ncip al points of controversy are traceable in 

t he l etters exchanged by Gladstone and Mrs . Ward , a few 

fr agmen ts of which will give us the salient p oints in 

t he new faith and religion as conceived by Mrs . Ward 

and the p oints of diff erence f r om the old as conceived 

by Glads tone : 

I don't believe in any new system , ••• I cling t o 
t he old . The great traditions are what attract me . I 
believe in a degeneracy of man , in the Fall , i n sin -
in the intensity and virulence of sin . No other reli­
gion but Christianity meets t he sense of sin, and sin 
i s the great fact in the world to me . 

I sugr,es t ed that though I d id not wish for a 
moment to deny the existence of moral evil , the more 
one thought of it the more p lain became its connection 
with phys ical and social and therefore removable con­
ditions . In myself I see a per petual struggle , in 
the world also but through it all I feel the'Power 
that makes for ' ri ghteousness '. In t he life of con­
science , 1.n the p lay of physical and moral law, I 
see the ordai ned means by which sin is gradually 
sc ourged and weakened both in the individual and in 
the human society . 7 

That Mrs . ward ' s mind was turning to the teaching of 

t he simp ler Christian ideals through organizations 

7 Trevelyan , The~ of~· Humphry Ward, p . 59. 
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the mou th of Robert Elsmere again and again . It is 
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a s if she felt an impelling need for combined effort s 

of t he new faith . Elsmere's reply to old Macdonald' s 

i n u iry as to whether the former contemplated starting 

a new s ect sets forth Mrs . Ward's conception of the 

needs of the new Chris t ianity : 

I f y ou like , • • • I have no fear of the great words . 
You can do nothing by despising the past and its pro­
ducts : y ou can also do nothing by being too much afraid 
of them , by letting them choke and sti:fle your own life. 
Let t he nev wi ne have its new bottles if it must, and 
nev er mind words . Be content to be a new sect , conven­
ticle , or wha t not, so long as you f eel th~ou are 
s ome t h i ng with a life and purpose of its own , in this 
t ang l e or a world . 8 

Her pur p ose in writing Robert Elsmere, aside from de­

fin ng and setting forth the doctrine s of new faith, 

was t o challenge the doubtful who were living unsatis­

fi ed in the old creeds but afraid to push on to firmer 

faith . She urged them to take stock of what they had 

left of the ir religion and to join with others for the 

purp os e of life and conduct . "It is the levity or the 

cowardi ce that will not think , or the indolence of 

se lf-indu lgence that is only too glad to throw off 

restr a ints, which we have to fear . But in truth for 

8 ward , Robert Elsmere , Vol . II , P • 371 . 
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9 

God i s h is own vindication in human life ." 
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The idea of a "New Brotherhoodtr with which she 

ended Robert El smere struggled in the author 's mind 

for expr e ssion. A visit to 1I1oynbee Hall intere s ted 

and impres sed h er deeply , and aroused vague di s turb­

ing ideas of the possibilities in that field. Upon 

her re turn to London in 1889 she was c onsulted by Lord 

Carlisle and Mr . Stopford Brooke in re gard to founding 

a se t tlement in Sou th London similar to Toynbee Hall 

in East London . She undertook the task , and t he year s 

1889 and 1890 were devoted to t he establishment of a 

"Hall of Residence " in London . Mr s . Ward was aided 

in t his proj ect by a group of men and women cons isting 

of the f ol lowing : Dr . Martineau , Dr . J ames Drummond, 

of nanche s t er College, Oxford , Mr . Stopford Brooke, 

Lord Carlisle , Rev . W. Copeland Bowie , Dr . Estlin 

Carpenter, Mr . Fre der i ck Nettlefold, the Dowager Count­

e c,s ~ussell , Miss Frances Power Cobbe , and Dr. Blake 

Odgers , Q. c., who acted as treasurer . The aims of 

the new movement were definitely religious and social, 

and were se t fort h in the original circular of the 

s et t lement thus: 

9 Tr eve lyan, The~ of Mrs. Humphry Ward, p . 68 . 
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1 . To provide a fresh rallying point and en­
l ar ged means of common reli gious action for all those 
to whom Christianity , ,11rhether by inher i tance or 
process of thought, has become a system of practical 
conduct , based on faith in God, and on the insp iring 
mem ory of a great teacher, rather than a system of 
dogma based on a unique r evelation . 

2 . The Hall will endeavor to promote an i m­
proved popular t eaching of the Bible and the history 
of r e ligion . 

3 . It is intended that the Hall shall do its 
u tm os t t o secure for its residents opportunities for 
re ligious and social work , and for the study of 
social problems . 10 

Mr s . Ward successfully res i sted the persuasion of her 

as so ciates to ally the Settlement with a religious 

s ect . 

The project was launched in 1890 amid criticism 

and pr ai se . The program of lectures was immediately 

begun . In the Biblical sphere cour ses in both Old and 

New Testament criticism were given by Mr . Wicksteed, 

Dr . Carpenter, M. Chavannes , Mr . Hargraves , Prof . 

Knight, and Dr . Mart i neau . I n the non- Biblical sphere 

ivir s . Sidney Webb (nee Potter ) lectured on the Coopera­

t i v e Movement , Mrs . T . H. Green on the Development of 

En glish Towns , Mr . Graham Wallas on The English Citizen, 

Mr . Brooke on The English Poets of the Nineteenth Cen­

tury, and the Warden , Mr . 'Jicksteed, on Dante and 

Politic al Economy . The lectures were attended by 

10 Trevelyan, The ~ of~· Humphry Ward, 
pn . 8~- 84 . 
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the first year the Residents secured Marcbmont Hall 
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in Tavistock Square , which they used for their regular 

social activities . Under the direction of Alfred 

Robinson, successful boys' clubs and men's clubs were 

organized, and a beneficial program was carried through. 

Mrs . ,.~lard 9 s chief interest in Marchmont Hall was the 

opportunity it afforded for religious teaching; but 

her faith in the religious purpose was unwarranted, 

for the real progress of the movement lay in its pos­

sibility for social work . The interest evinced at the 

Hall of Res idence was soon transferred to the larger 

s ocial provram of Marcbmont Hall , and Mrs . Ward, 

recognizing the futility of trying to force a union 

of pur p ose of the t wo groups, resigned herself to the 

inevitable , and threw herself enthusiastically into 

the development of such branches of her purpose as 

could be furthered . 

She set to work to interest the friends of her 

early efforts in subscriptions to a fund for a new 

Settlement . The goal was made attainable by a gift 

of seven thous and pounds from Mr . Passmore Edwards in 

1894 . The Duke of Bedford gave a site for the build­

ing and contributed eight hundred pounds to the 

building fund . The contract for the building was let 
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in 1895 to two youngsters of University Hall. The 

building cos t was set at twelve thousand pounds, and 

additional cost for equipment amounted to five 

thousand pounds . liii rs . Ward donated one thousand five 

hundred pounds, and Passmore Edwards contributed another 

four thousand pounds . By 1896 the building was well 

under way . The Settlement was formally opened in 1897 . 

It rested on a purely secular basis , but the Council 

agre ed to Mrs . ward's plan "to promote the study of the 

Bible and the history of religion in the light of the 
11 

best available results of criticism and research" . 

Her plans were not to r est here , and with each 

a ccomplishment new fields of action were opened to 

her . At Marchmont Hall she had begun an experiment 

in a children's p layroom . She organized a group for 

Saturday mornings , but lack of space hampered progress . 

In the new Settlement she transplanted the idea and 

extended it for the purpose of attracting children 

away from the London Streets . These organized 

recreation hours from five-thirty to seven-thirty in 

the evenings were relegated to the younger members of 

the counc il , but Mrs . ward was always the motivating 

power . She formed a special committee (The ·women's 

11 11revelyan , The Life of Mrs . Humphry vVard , p. 121 . - -
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Work Cornrni ttee ), of which she was chairman, to watch 

over the work . She took charge of a class of boys 

from the ages eleven to fourteen, to which she read 

aloud from Kipling and Stevenson or talked of travels 

or the affairs of t he day. 11he playrooms grew in 

p opularity, and the number who at tended by 1902 reached 

1200. From this work she turned to the plan for reach­

ing the crippled children of London. 

The Sett l ement was practically vacant during the 

day, and the opportunity for utilizing it was great . 

Mrs. Ward had heard of the classes for crippled children 

carried on at Stepney, and of the Women 's University 

Settlement at Southwark; she made inquiries concerning 

the work , and drafted her plans. :She obtained the 

assistance of the London School Board for carrying on 

a Cripp led Children's School at the Passmore Edwards 

Se ttlement . She assigned a committee to investigate 

the neighborhood. The hospitals, the School Board, and 

t he Invalid Children's Aid Association assisted Mrs. 

Ward and her coworkers in visiting and canvassing the 

London distric t. They brought to light cases of 

children's neglect that struck the heart and excited 

the deepest pathos . In 1898 Mr s . ward presented the 

facts revealed by the research to the London School 

Board, and asked them to supply equipment and teachers 
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for the Crippled Chi l dren ' s School . She promised to 

p rovide free rooms a t t he Settlement, a special nurse, 

and an ambulance for conveying the children to and 

from their homes . She met with indifference, but by 

1899 the plans for the work were accepted and approved 

by the School Board . Mr s . Ward arranged to provide 

warm lunches for the chi l dren at a slight expense to 

t h e i r pare nts; but convinced by her experiment of the 

necessity of a varied and larger diet , she persuaded 

t h e School Board to aid her in p roviding the extra food. 

Sh e was not satisfied to help only so small a number of 

the eigh t e en hundred children listed by the investiga­

ti on to b e in need of such c are . She p ers uaded the 

School Board to join her in p roviding other Centres, 

a nd by 1901 four sites were decided upon,and four 

Crippled Children ' s Schools were begun . Her faith in 

t h e wor k wa s expre ssed in the f ollowing excerp t from 

a let t er to The Times : 

The h appiness of the nevi school~ is one of their 
mo s t deli r.rhtful c h aracteristics . Freed from the dread 
of b ein~ Jostled on stairs or being knocked down in 
t he c o~ d of the p lay ground , with hours, food, and 
re s t p rop ortioned to their needs , the s e maimed and 
fragile creatures begin to expand and unfold like l eaves 
in t he sun . And small wonder 1 They have either been 
battline; with ordinary school on t erribly une qual terms , 
or e l se in the intervals of hos p itals and conva lescent 
tre a t me ~t, t heir not uncommon lot h as been to b e locke d 
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family were at work . 12 
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After 1903 the School Board and t he Education Committee 

of t he London Council gave their v.rhole- hearted support 

to Mrs . Ward ' s work , and assisted her in spreading the 

schools for the unfortunate ehildren . ·By 1909 there 

were thirty Centres and twenty-four thousand children 

enrolled . The traditions of the Passmore Edward's 

Settlement school were perpetuated in the succeeding 

es tablishments . 

~11 rs . Nard was insp i r ed by a noble huraanitariani sm , 

and her clear - sighted vision of what might and ought 

to be done for the uplifting of those less fortunate 

t han herself urged her to unceasing battle with the 

indifference and comp lacency of her age . She was open-

minded and ouick to seize the ide as of others and turn 

them to practical account. A striking example of this 

fact was the beginning of t he Vacati on Schools at the 

Settlement . Mrs . ward read an article by Henry Curtis , 

in Har~er •s Magazine , which gave an account of the New 

York vacation schools, and she imme dia tely set to work 

to incorp orate the idea in the Sett lement progr am . She 

organized p lay centers under t he superv i sion of Mr . 

12 Trevelyan , The Life of Mr s . Hump~ry Ward , p . 140 . -- -- --
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Holland and Miss Churcher . '11he purp ose of t h is was 

to a ttract the ch i l dr en of London who had no prospects 

for a vacation in the country and to turn their energ ies 

to who le some paths of freedom and enjoyment . Mr . 

Ho lland organized classes of manual training, and games 

for phys ic a l exercise f or the boys; Miss Churcher di­

rected the g irls i n domestic work; a kindergart en was 

equipped for the little ones; the library offered opp or­

tunities for re creational reading ; classes for musical 

and aesthetic training were given , and a p lay gr ound 

was equiupe d for g ames . The growth of the vacation 

School affirmed its success, and the interest evinced 

by the parents of the district was substantial proof 

of the ir appreciation . The Vacation School served a 

noble purp ose . It rescued the little ones from the 

"we i ght of ch ance desil.,es " of the London streets and 

directed their energies t oward valuable , wholesome, 

and pleasurable use of idle hours . The marked contrast 

between the clean , happy , we l l -mannered children of 

t he Vacation School and the dirty, querulous waifs of 

the stree t s was a generous reward for the labor the 

pro j ect entailed . 

convinced of the value of the Vacation School , 

Mrs . "ar d began her campaign for enlisting the public 

authorities in the work . The trans ference of the p ower 
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of the London School Board to the London County Council 

was an unfortunate hindrance to her hopes . From 1903 

to 1910 the Passmore Edwards Vacation School and the 

"Holiday School" at the Browning Settlement were the 

only efforts in this direction. In 1910 Mrs . Ward suc­

ceeded in persuading the London County Council to under­

talce the work . Six Schools were opened , but by 1912 

these were permitted to drop . Mrs . Ward formed a 

"Play Centres Cammi ttee ", and this group persuaded the 

London County Council to provide certain city schools 

for use from five to seven o ' clock in the evenings 

during the vacation months . Eight schools were opened 

and eight hundred pounds granted for their maintenance . 

Mrs . Ward selected with care the superintendents of 

these Centres, and invited the children whose parents 

were employed until seven or later . By the end of the 

year the attendance reached six thousand . Mrs . Ward 

had struck upon a real need, and f ired by the realiza­

tion, she strove to establish permanently the Centres. 

She attempted again and again to secure an Act of 

Par liament recognizing the pr inciples of the work , and 

in 1917 her hopes were realized . The Board of Educa­

tion thenceforward agreed to 9ay half the "approved 

expenditures " of the Evening Play Centres . 

In behalf of the children of the London streets, 
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Mrs . Ward worked with a consuming interest . Her intel­

ligence, her vigilance, and her indomitable will enabled 

her to carry the work through in t h e face of ignorance, 

comp lacency, and often open defiance; but her labors 

extended above and beyond the settlement work . She 

made for herself a 9lace of honor and distinction among 

the literary figures of the age . Her choice of the 

nove l as her medium of expression indicates the pre­

eminence of that form of literatu:r~e in the nineteenth 

century, a highly speculative period in English thought . 

Toward the middle of the Victorian age a conflict be­

tween the rationalism of Huxley, Spencer, and Wallace 

and the ideali sm of Carlyle, Ruskin, and Arnold was at 

its height . Humanitarianism and individualism were the 

theme, social jus ti ce the cry, and economic opportunity 

the aim of the period. The literature reflected the 

spirit of the peop le, and depicted the existing evils 

of social life . The poets and novelists embodied the 

revolutionary tendencies which grew as a prote s t against 

the wage slavery that had resulted from the Industrial 

Revolution . In t h e nove l, which had become the medium 

of exp ression , the greatest changes were ap~arent. 

The great novelists, Dickens and Thackeray, portrayed 

the social discontent occasioned by the conflict be­

tween the classes; and the lesser novelists, Kingsley, 
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Mrs . Gaskell, Reade, and Mrs . Ward, were clearly 

fighte r s i n the cau se of s ocial reform. In t h e novel 

of the later nineteenth century intellec t ual contro­

versy and didactic i sm displaced creative art . By 1890 

the novel definitely becrune the mouthpiece of the age, 

and was utilized for the pur}J OSe of moulding and 

directing contemporary thought and populariz i ng ideas . 

Mrs . Humphry Ward , who lived in close touch with 

the ruling powers and the intellectual and religious 

turmoil of the age , was uniquely suited for her self­

appointed task of dramatizing fashion and p opularizing 

current ideas . Although she was never a great artist 

in the creative sense , she was a sufficient l y gifted 

writer to attract persons of hi gh intellectual attain­

ments and to evoke their concern for t he solution of 

problems of society and politi cs . Mrs . Ward was a 

publicist and a g ood citizen , and her novels , though 

they a r e little more than theses upon controversia l 

topics , are impar tial exhibitions of her sense of 

mis s ion and her appreciation of what is morally g ood . 

Stephen Gwyn said of her : 0 There i s no ignoring h er 

well - nourished public .,pirit and her services as a 

good citizen; but t hat she would sooner found an in­

fluential sect than write a supreme l y good book sh ows 
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13 
her a publicist rather than a great novelist . " It is 

this aspect of her novels rather than their literary 

qualities that comes within the scope of this study . 

Al though Mrs . Ward wrote three novels before 1892, 

Marcella , published in that year , is the first of her 

works in which her soc ial-ethical theories are pro­

nounced . In Marcella the scene is laid in London and 

in rural England; the characters are drawn from the 

different social strata - the nobility , the gentry, 

the social reformer , and the peasantry . The central 

theme of the story is the pr oblem of social adjustment. 

In the love story of Marcella Boyce , daughter of a 

decadent s ouire , and AJ..dous Raeburn, heir of Lord Max­

well, we are brought into contact with the disturbing 

and unsettling forces of English life in the later 

nineteenth century . Aldous Raeburn represents the 

best aspects of a 1·apidly disappearing landowner and 

publ ic custodian of the noblest strains of English 

culture and aristocracy . Mar cella Boyce, on t he other 

hand , represents the changing and unsettled spirit of 

the age . She is first presented to us as a proud, 

brilliant , self- willed girl living at Mellor , her 

father ' s neglected estate . She has bro~ght with her 

radical ideas which she has gained from her association 

with the members of the Venturist Society of London, a 

13 Gwyn , Mrs. Humphry !arcl, pp . 119-120 . 
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groun of Socialist devotees . These friends have filled 

her impressionable mind with hostility toward her ovm 

class, an,1 fired her with enthusiasm for social reform . 

Edie, Louie, and Antony Craven, the sister and brothers 

with whom she lived in London, have instilled in her 

the teachings of Marx and Lasalle, and have enlisted 

her to work among the London poor . Through her work, 

there is born in her a sense of hitherto unsuspected 

social power . Marcella differs from her London friends 

in ambition , instincts, and tastes , and is destined to 

find in the wider social contacts of her life as 

heiress of Mellor the fallacy of much that she adheres 

to . In her development , a ll the forces of English 

life are brought to bear upon her . In tr a cing her 

development in its relation to other characters of 

the story, we may arrive at a just estimate of the 

author ' s opinion of the conflicting social ideas of 

her day . 

At Mellor , Marcella Boyce entered into projects 

for improving the conditions of the village tenants, 

but neith er her father nor her mother approved her 

p lans. She joine d with Harden, the vicar , a.nd h is 

sister in their attempts to alleviate the suffering 

of the p oor . In London she had listened to the 

Socialists ' discussion of the ag1")icultural ~easa.nts' 
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landowners, but here she was brought face to face 
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with them in the flesh . She r e cognized her responsi­

bility toward t he s e people and earnestly and seriously 

sought means for helping them . 

She had tried to live with t hem ever since she 
came - had g one in and out of their cot t ar es. in flat 
horror and amazeme nt at them and their lives and 
their surroundings; alterna t ely pleased and repe lled 
by their c1•inp;ing ; now enjoying her position among 
them with the natural aristocratic instinct of women , 
now grinding her teeth over her f ather ' s and uncle ' s 
behavior and the little g ood she saw any prospect of 
doing for her new subjects . 14 

In her heart she vowed to be their I'.riend and champion, 

and ult i mately to redeem them from their degradation . 

Marcella took a special i nte r est in J im and Minta 

Hurd . Jim Hurd , a little dwarfed , red- haired man of 

violent Irish temper , had incurred the ill will of the 

game- keeper of Maxwell Court and had been found guilty 

of poaching . His record for shiftlessness and improvi­

dence was commonly known , but Marcella , touched by 

Minta ' s devotion to Jim , endeavored to reclaim him . 

She gave Hurd much inRtruction in the socialist views 

she herself held and supplied him with radical litera­

ture . To his i mp overished mind and sullen spirit thes e 

14 Marcella , p . 30 . 
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new ideas only a wakened a spirit of class hatr e d and 

revenge . Toward the rich and the law J im possessed 

the morals of a slave , who having had no part in making 

the law , breaks it with glee . He was , on the whole, 

insensible to Marcella ' s nobler intents and deceived 

her with l ittle compunction : 

It made him uncomfortable , certainly , that IVI is s 
Boyce should c ome in and out of their p l a ce as she 
did , should be teaching Willie to read , and bringing 
her old dresses to make up f or Daisy and Nellie , 
while he was making a fool of her in this way . Still 
he took it a l l as it came . One sensation wiped out 
another . 15 

Under pretence of cobbling, he continued to poach , and 

he experienced an inward plee in outwitt i ng Westall . 

The enmity between Westall and Hurd was of long stand­

ing and deep intensity . It sp rang from the a.ge - old 

jealousy of uneq~al power among men of the lower class . 

Westall had bee n made game - keeper at Maxwell Court , and 

had become the tyrant over his former ass ociates - the 

oppressor of the oppressed . The enmity between the two 

men eventually led to the tragedy that changed the lives 

of all the pr i ncipal characters of the story . 

Marcella ' s engagement to Aldous Raeburn, heir to 

Maxwe 11 Court , in ·whose theories she recognized vast 

15 Marcella, p . 131 . 
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differences from her own, wa s not successful . She was 

growing restive, and her conviction that she could not 

persuade and influence him to disregard his instinctive 

but deep convictions of Toryism made her an easy prey 

to the audacious , insincere radical politician , Wharton . 

He 9osed as a socialist , exp erimented in cooperative 

farming on hi s esta te , and championed the radical de­

mands of the Unionists . His dislike for Aldous Raeburn, 

in whom he recogni zed a formidable politic al opponent , 

made him de s irous to thwart Rae burn' s plans by p laying 

upon the sympathie s and philanthropic ardors of Marcell a . 

By t he h appy chance of Hurd•s murder of Nestall in a 

p oac h ing fr ay Vvharton became the champ ion of Marcella's 

opposi t ion to Raeburn . He defended Hurd , but failed to 

secure his fre edom. He resorted to asking Marcella to 

se cure Lord Maxwell ' s and Raeburn ' s signatures on a 

petition for Hurd ' s release from the death penalty he 

had received . Marce l la made the pet i tion a point of 

decision in her own affairs ; and when Raeburn refused 

to ask for a mitigated sentence for Hurd, Mar cella 

broke her eng agement to Raeburn . 1Nharton played his 

political cards well . By subtle insincerities and 

brilliance of leadership he rose to a p osition of sig­

nal honor in Parliament . His success was phenomenal, 

and he was s e lected to lead the powerful Labor Par·ty; 
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but on the very eve of his preatest success, his finan­

cial straits pressed him to accept a brib~ which resulted 

in detection and ruin . Marcella learned of Whar ton ' s 

treachery in time to save her from the fatal act of 

accepting him . She saw in his fall the wreck of all 

the idealistic theories that had won her to him . Through 

his whole vibrant scheme of socialism, phi l anthropy , and 

idealism, she discerned the false spirit of t he man . 

Bereft of honor and sincerity, the masterful g ifts of 

intellect and leadership in the man b e came s t umbling 

blocks in the p ath of progress . Her heroic e f forts to 

discover a sy s tem failed, but each step was an advance ­

ment; for as her old enthusiasms were swept away , ideals, 

more lo gical and attainab le, replaced them . She saw her 

whole life in a different light . She accepted the proof 

that there were in qurmountable barriers between classes 

and that her duty and oppor tunity were subject to and 

a result of her social heritage . The r ealizat ion op ened 

the way to love, and she took her place beside her hus­

band , Aldous Raeburn . 

The story of Marcella is a statement of Mrs . Ward's 

conviction that power must be placed in the hands of 

those who are trained to u se it . Rather than a s ocial­

istic plan of g overnment , she favored the retention of 

the cultural and s ocial great ness of England . She 
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believed that the ideal soci a l order must come through 

the nobility ' s solemn acceptance of its obligation as 

the natural custodian of English greatness . She was 

convinced that to uproot the traditional ro~istocracy 

and to disinte grate the vast estates of the landowning 

gentry would re sult in chao s and irreparable loss of 

that which was most worthy of preservation . He r purpose 

was to in spire the ruling classes and to awaken i n them 

a greater sense of responsibility toward their fe llow­

man, and to teach the labo1~er to live in "admiration , 

hope, and love" . The development and extension of' 

powers in the characters of Marcella and Aldous Raeburn 

was made possible through their marr1age . To this 

strong, silent , diffident , conservative man Marcella 

brought her buoyant , generous . enthusiasm for unconven­

tional change . In a perfect love their natures were 

tempered and expanded to include the noblest qualities 

of each . The further development of the two character s 

is given in Sir George Tres~ady, Mrs. Ward ' s second 

social political novel . 

In the novel Sir George Tressady (1897) Mr s . Hard 

has ably depicted the social life she knew so well . 

The setting, as in Marcella , is in London and at English 

country seats . The characters a re principally men and 

women of the upper order, with a few peasants and lower 
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class people thrown in for the purpose of contrast . 

The principal action of the s tory centers about the 

Maxwell Bill , a special factory act for East London, 

touching for the first time the grown man . The Bill 

provided for legal prevention of home-work or nsweating" 

in the clothing indus tries . The fight for the Bill 

forces party alli gr1.~ents and brings into play the dif­

ferent factions of government, and in the play of 

character upon character and faction upon faction Mrs . 

Ward manipulates her cards adroitly and reveals t he 

game of politics . 

Sir George 1rressady, a young Eng lishman of birth 

and talent , returned from India to take up his duties 

in the p olitical world . He entered Par liament as a 

member of the conservative reactionary .&rroup , led by 

Lord Fontenoy , a zealous and indefatigable worker . 

Fontenoy was aware of Sir George ' s abilities, and he 

endeavored to arouse his young friend ' s enthusiasm for 

the fight against the Government of the Liberal Con­

servatives led by Maxwe ll . 

This wretched Government , ••• is in power by the 
help of a tyranny - a tyranny of Labor . 1rhey call 
themselves Conservatives - they are really State 
Socialists , and the mere catspaws of the revolution-
ary Socialists . You and I are in Parliament to 
break down that tyranny, if we can . This year and 
next will be all - important . If we can hold Maxwell 
and his friends in check for a time - if we can put 
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some backbone into the party of fre e dom - if we can 
rally and call up the force; we have in the country, 
the thing will be done . But to succeed , the effort, 
the s acrifice , from each one of us , will have to be 
enormous . 16 

Sir George, however, was not poss essed with any fanat ­

icism or enthusiasm for "causes" . He accepted his 

political views as a matter of fact and enlisted him­

self with the party most congenial to his aristocratic 

tastes. He maintained a cynical and superficial atti­

tude toward life and refused to accept without reserva­

tion others' claims to deep sincerity . To feel deeply 

the responsibility laid upon him by his election to 

Parliament was not in keeping with his skeptical nature . 

He considered it a pleasant and new adventure . He was 

glad to succeed for the sake o ~ success; he desired to 

be considered a formidable foe in debate; but his con­

victions were not deeply rooted. He considered 

Fontenoy a taskmaster, and to his leader's zeal he 

g ave small me asure of fidelity; but he gave as much 

as in him lay . He embraced the ideals of the reactionary 

p arty - to uphold property , and to put down low-born 

disorder and greed . By nature and training he was in 

sympathy with their creed . 

16 rrard, Sir George Tressady, p . 39 . 
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They abhorred equally a temporiz i ng conservatism 
and a plundering democracy . They stood frankly for 
birth and wealth , the Church and the expert . 'rhey were 
the apostles of resi stance and negation; they were 
sworn to opp ose any further meddling with trade and the 
personal liberty of master and workman, and to undo 
if they could, some of the meddling that had been ' 
already carried through . 17 

These po licies Sir George accepted with equanimity 

until he was stirred by forces outside himself to a 

deeper :realization of his obligations to hwnani ty . 

Aldous Raeburn, Lord Maxwell , represented the 

Liberal Tory . His cons ervative principles had 

undergone a great chanee since his marriage to 

Marc ella Boyce . Her eager enthusiasm for reform , to­

ge ther with the influences of their mutual f riend, 

Edward Hallim , had prepared him for the inevitable 

changes of democracy . He recognized the I·ule of the 

people as a force br ingi ng wi th it the ordering and 

moralizing of the worker's toil. He refute d the idea 

of a Socialist or Collectivi s t system of goverrnn0n t 

i n 
, . , Vv 1 L-L C ' l. t 1.r~ 1· l t-(r1 r,:3 of pr i vate p ossession were 

omit ted . 

Possession - privGt e and per sonal p ossession -
from the child ' s first toy , or the tiny garden where 
it sows its pass ionately watched seeds , to the great 
business of ~he great estate , i s one of the first 

17 Sir George Tressady , P • 85 . 
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escaped b :r human effort , or only at such cost as 
i mpoverish-nent and disaster . 18 
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He held tenaciously to the belief that private pro­

perty :~hould be held in limitation by the authority 

of the common cons cience . He realized that science 

had brought a vast extension of the individual 9 ovrnr 

of hurriani ty and that it had laid an obligation on 

the Stnt e t o protect the weak from their wealmes ~-: , 

the p oor from the ir poverty, and to forbid the accumu­

lation of wealth at the expense of the individual's 

mora l wel l - being . He sanctioned the f reedom of the 

individua l only in its limitation to the welfare of 

the comrnuni ty . 

Brine the force of the social conscience to bear 
as keenly and ardently as you may , upon the separate 
activities of factory and household , farm and office; 
and from the results you will only get a richer indi­
vidual freedom, one more illustration of the divinest 
law man serves - t !·1 at he must die to live , must sur-
render to obtain . 19 ~~ 

Raeburn was richer in Pxperience and more confident of 

his policies . Through his wife he was persuaded to 

experiment in social projects . He had converted 

Mellor , his wife ' s inherited estate , into a socialistic 

farm; the rate of wap:e s pai d was far above the standard , 

and the f armers were organized into ~ommunity laborers 

18 Sir George Tressady , p . 124 . -- ---19 Ibid ., p . 126 . 



135 

working for the advancement o:f the group . The plan 

had p roved successful and convinc ing to Raeburn , and 

hiR de s ire to hasten the just re lationship between 

the emo loyers and employees resulted in hi s drafting 

and support ing the 1111 axwe l l Bill . Lord and Lady Maxwell 

had embraced a policy of Tory- Socialism in which they 

combined the best features of the opp osing factionR . 

They fough t to retain the best of their aristocratic 

heritage and to broaden and extend it by adopting 

demo~ratic and socialistic policies that tended to 

humanize their creed . Aldous .Rae burn , Lord Maxwell , 

was a s plendid examp le of the fine ol cl Tory gentleman, 

t he i deal of Carlyle , Ruskin , and Kingsley , tempere d 

by an enlighb=med humanitarianism . Through his wife ' s 

deep and s~npathet ic love the finer, nobler traits in 

h im wer e nourished and developed , a.nd the haughty con­

servatism was chastened and subdued . 

Marcella Boyce , Lady Maxwell , had developed into 

a woman of s ocial distinction and p olitical power . 

He r beauty , intellect, and gener osity had made her a 

forceful influence in the world in which she moved . 

Hers and her husband ' s a i ms were one; and in him she 

sought t.he reallzation of that power for leading and 

dir ~ct i n r the soc i a l g ood . Through her fri endships 

with leading characters of the opposition for ces she 
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a llied them with her husband 's inter es ts in the ef.fo1'\t 

to carry the Maxwell Factory Bill . Her influence upon 

George Tressady was the force which awakened his soul . 

Be had listened to praise and blrune of her in the fir st 

months of his parliamentary career . His first contac t 

with her , in which t hey debated the issues up on which 

they differed, l eft h i m conscious of a strange power of 

sincerity and genuineness in her . He was drawn to he r 

desp i te hi ~ vague dislike . 

Lady Maxwell's fine eyes and stately ways were 
humanized after a l l by a quick responsiveness , which 
for most people , however critical, made conversation 
with her draw like a magnet . 20 

It was this force i n her that attracted and impe lled 

young Tr es sady . Marcella had found him a nature of 

a different s tamp from those of his party with whom 

she found no footing even for argumen t . Her nature 

was invent ive and poe tic, and the rich fulfillment of 

her husband ' s love had only increase d h er eagerness to 

serve and to give . She was eager t o e: ive t o Tressady , 

in whom she detected flashes of enthusiasm, a deeper 

sense of his power to serve his fellowman . And what 

was h i s reaction to this lovely creature's interests 

in him? The association revealed to him her deep 

20 Sir George Tressady , p . 110 . 
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convictions and sincerity, an> awakened in him hidden 

depths of interest, power, principles . He began to 

look upon the business of poli tics with a different 

feeling . He recognized in it his power to serve in 

solving the difficulties of a complex social order . 

~v'I arcel l a' s sense of the great injustice and exploitation 

of the poor aroused in him a spirit of social concern. 

Her zeal to S°'JUr him to the nobler acts of which she 

deemed him capable made her blind to t he power her 

sympathetic womanhood could have over him . As the time 

for the voting on the Maxwell Bill grew nearer, the 

political faction to which Tres s ady belonged becrune 

mor e and more the most formidable opp osition to the 

measure . In these days , too , Sir George was more fre­

auently in Marcella's company . He watched her anxiety 

and desire for the measure increase . The consciousness 

of her concern for the poor with whom she worked 

aroused new thoughts in Sir George . She led him into 

strange new paths of human experience , and through it 

all her warm , eager , woman ' s heart touched and changed 

him . He began to see the future through her eyes, to 

interpre t the Maxwell Bill as she did, and to long for 

a part in the work that meant so much to her . 

He felt the woman's heart, oppressed with a p ity 
too gre a"f"'"l'"or it: the delicate, trembling consciousness , 
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like a point in space , weighed on by the burden of the 
world ; he stood , as it were, beside her, hearing with 
her ears , seeing the earth snectacle as she saw it - ~ ' 
with that ter r ible second sight of hers: the all -
environing woe and tragedy of human things - the creeD-
inr~ hunger and pain - the struggle that leads no , 
whither - the life that hates to live and yet dreads 
to die - the death that cuts all short , and does but 
add one more hideous question to the great pile that 
hems the pa th of man . 21 -

Through his love for Marcella, his hrunan pity was 

aroused . The last full measure of devotion was his 

to g ive , and he deserted his party to turn the vote 

in favor of the Maxwe ll Bill . 

In the novel Sir George Tres sady , Mrs . Ward has 

given her readers a portrait of the social- political 

life of her day . She has laid before us, in the 

characters of Raeburn , Marcella , Sir George Tressady, 

and Fontenoy, :prototypes of the per iod. The upper 

order of society is depicted in minute detail, and 

we are able to discern the soc i al , religious , and moral 

influences at work in the minds and hearts of these 

Englishr.1en . Aside from her achievement of preserving 

a section of English life and thoupht for posterity, 

Mrs . Ward has rendered a valuable service for her con­

temporaries . She was a thorough student of the question 

of hAr day - the necessity for social reform - and in 

21 Sir George Tressady , pp . 314-315 . 
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the presentation of the Maxwell Bill in the story of 

Sir George Tressady she succeeded in arousing interest 

in similar reform measures affecting the actual life 

of the period. She was a careful student of the poli ­

tical factions of the period , and in the characters of 

Fontenoy , Lord Maxwell , Sir George Tressady , and Bewick, 

the socialist radical , she has depicted the strength, 

the sincerity , the weakness , and the dangers of these 

factions . 

Lady Rose's Daughter (1903 ) is a satire in which 

Mrs . Ward revealed her awareness of the political and 

social intrigues per pe trated to enhance se lfish ambition 

for power . The field of the novel is the polite world 

in which the complacency of the upper class was con­

tinually di stu.rbed by the middle class which sought 

to rise and establish itself by fair or foul me ans . 

In the rapid ascendancy of Lady Rose ' s daughter , Julie 

Le Breton , a companion of Lady Henry, Mrs . Ward depicted 

the' struggle between the upper and middle classes of 

society'. Lady Henry , an aris t ocrB.t of unquestionable 

social prestige and p ower, established a salon to which 

the socially e lite and the commandants of political 

p ower were allied . Age and semi- blindness forced Lady 

Henry to rely upon Julie Le Breton for contact with 

the nuestions of the moment . Miss Le Breton, an 
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illegitimate child of the disavowed daughter of Lord 

Lackington and Marriott Dalrymple , a consummate radical, 

was a woman of unusual intelligence and charm. Lady 

Henry 's tyranny chafed the proud suirit of Julie 

Le Breton, who refused to hu .. mble herself or to feel 

herself socially beneath the proud , arrogant old woman . 

Julie's desire for social success led her to defy con­

ventional decorum and to practice intrigue . Her ac­

ceptance into the world of Lady Henry aroused the 

latter's fierce jealousy and suspicion . An unfortunate 

love affair between Julie and Captain Warkworth, an 

adventurer and an ambitious egoist, who accepted Julie's 

efforts to secure him a position of signal honor through 

her socia l alliances , led to a final break between Lady 

Henry and Julie and the discovery of Julie's real iden­

tity . Warkworth •s unpopularity reflected upon Julie, 

who entered into a secret and "immoral intent 0 alliance 

with him . Jacob Delafield , nephew of Lady Henry and 

heir t o the duked om of Chudleigh, rescued Julie from 

Warkworth ' s influence and married her . The marriage 

raised Julie to the position of Duchess of Chudleigh , 

and completed her triumph over Lady Henry . Her triwnph , 

however , had its touch of bitterness, for she suffered 

from the knowledge that Delafield, who had married her 

to protect her from her own vveakness, no longer needed 
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what he had once desired - her love . When Delafield 

spoke to her of his aversion to the position in which 

he found himself as the Duke of Chudleigh, Julie 

realized the vast gulf between their natures: 

She had not grown to maturity inside , like Dela­
field; but as an exile from a life which was yet na­
turally hers , an exile full sometimes of envy, and 
the passions of envy . It had no terrors for her, -
quite the contrary - this high social state . Rather, 
there were moments when her whole nature reached out 
to it, in a proud and confident ambition. Nor had 
she any mystical demurrer to make. The originality 
which in some ways she richly possessed was not con­
cerned in the least ~ith the upsetting of class dis­
tinctions; and as a Catholic she had been taught 
loyally to accept them . ?2 -

Julie was aware of their differences, but she loved 

him , and "her warm and living thoughts spent themselves 

on one theme only - the redressinB of a spiritual 
23 

balance". For love of Dela.field, Julie stood ready to 

renounce the realization of her social ambition , to 

s tand by her husband, and to be guided by his judgment 

of right and justice . 

Jacob Delafield was disturbed by the responsibil­

ities of his social pos ition . He was a nobleman in 

whose heart the teaching· s of Ruskin and Tolstoy had 

taken de ep root . In his nature were vast potentialities 

22 Mrs . ward , Lady Rose ' s Daughter , pp . 450-451 . 
23 Ibid . , p • 4 51 • 
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healthy Etonian , and on the other hand he was a man 
24 
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haunted by dreams and spiritual voices . 0 He dreamed 

of casting aside the t r ite conventi ons of society 

and longe d to penetrate to its deeper truths . He was 

a philanthropist, a socialist , and an experimentar, 

and h e was defiant toward the artificialities of 

society . Jacob Delafield v i sualized a better , nobler 

life for· man , and dreamed of becoming the brother of 

the many instead of the f ew . 

The story as a whole is a treatise on the conflict 

b~twe e n t he old and the new - a clash of the aristocra­

tic exclu siveness of the world of Lady Henry with the 

democratic fr e edom of the world of J acob and JuJ.j_e . 

Mrs . War d has shown the i mp erative need for the fusion 

of the t wo forces . She has set forth with intelligence 

and s incerity the inevitable alterations of social 

standards . In all her novels , whether in matters of 

persons , p rinciples , or institutions , she depicts the 

eternal conf lict between the o l d , established authorities 

and the new ; and in the story , The Coryston Fam ily, she 

has succee ded admirably . 

The Cory s ton Family (1913) opens u pon a scene with 

24 Lady Rose ' s Daughter, p . 199 . 
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which Mrs . 1Nard was perfectly familiar and which she 

described with sympathy and understanding: 

The hands of the clock on the front of the 
Strangers ' Gallery were nearing six . The long-expected 
introductory speech of the i:viinister in charge of the 
new Land Bill was over, and the leader of the Opposi­
tion was on his feet . The House of Commons was full 
and excited . The side galleries were no less crowded 
than the benches below, and round the entrance-door 
stood a compact throng of members for whom no seats 
were available . With every sentence, almost, the speak­
er addressing the House s truck from it assent or pro­
test; che ers and counter-cheers ran through its ranks; 
while below the ganp:w ay a few p assionate figures on 
e ithe r s ide , the freebooters of the two great parties , 
watched each other angrily , sitting on the very edge 
of their seats , like arrows drawn to the string . 25 

Mr s . Ward delights to project herself and her readers 

into the political milieu , and to lay before them the 

issues of the moment . She has at her finger tips , as 

it were , all the tricks of the political game , and she 

adroitly presents , with a minimum of par·tisanship , a.11 

sides of the questions . Although she t actfully avoids 

conclusions as t o the questions she treats, she suc­

cessfully propagates ideas and principles . Her chief 

concern was to interpret the England of her day, and 

this s he did with i ntelligence and insight . 

In The coryston Family Mrs . ward returned to the 

ques ti on of the rights of landlords and of property ~ 

25 The Coryston Family , p . 1 . 
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She did not deal with the evils of bad landlords, as 

in Marcella , but with the evils that might arise, from 

the most conscientious motives, on a well - ordered­

estate . Ber interest in the land question no doubt 

was due to the Liberals ' Land League measure of 1913 . 

In her p resentation of the question , Mrs . Ward for 

the first time expressed her allegiance to a definite 

policy : 

Destroy the ordered hierarchy of English land , 
and you will sweep away a growth of centuries which 
would not be where it is if it did not in the main 
answer to the needs and reflect the character of 
Englishmen . Re form and develop it if you will ; bring 
in modern knowledge to work upon it; change , expand , 
without breaking it; appeal to the sense of property, 
while enormously diffusing proper ty; help the neasant 
without slaying the landlord; in other words , put 
aside rash , meddlesome rev olution, and set yourselves 
to build on the ancient foundations of our country 
what may yet serve the new t i me l Then you will have 
an English , a national policy . It happens to be the 
Tory policy . 26 

It is p lain that Mrs . Ward had more confidence in the 

gradual change within the ri ghts of property than in 

the revolutionary changes that threatened the very 

basis of traditional landlordism . Her policy of reform 

was not a plan to disintegrate but to regenerate the 

lsndlord privileges . Thi s regeneration she believed 

26 The Coryston Family , p . 5 . 
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could be brought about through education of the ruling 

class in matters of social humanitarianism . 

In the characters of Lady Coryston and Lord Newbury 

Mrs . Ward portrays typical adherents to a Tory fanaticism . 

Lady Coryston , a woman of indomitable will , stood for the 

Tory principles with the pride of her race . She cham­

pioned the rights of her class , the privileged few , the 

hierarchy of the land , the Church , and the Crown . Her 

Tory allegiance was strengthened by her determination to 

hold the rights and privileges of inheritance against the 

invading forces of a growing democracy . She felt that 

her duty in the ranks of opposition to a rapidly develop ­

ing modernism was to fight no less than men , and she 

vowed to do all in her power as a voteless woman to 

crush out the revolution that threatened her class . She 

did not flinch from using whatever power she had to 

coerce those who dared opp ose _her , and ,.JVhen Lord Coryston,. 

her eldest son, declared himself a socialist , she dis­

inherited him . 

Lord Coryston was a rebel . He hated all forms of 

tyranny and intolerance . 

He was one of those mercurial men who exist in 
order to keep the human tide in movement . Their 
opinions matter principally because without them the 
opinions of other men would not exist . Their func ­
tion is to provoke . And from the time he was a babe 
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in the nursery , Coryston had fulfilled it to perfec­
tion . 27 

He had become a socialist while at Cambridge and was a 

supporter of the Liberal party . He denounced property, 

favored taxing the landlords into a state of bankrup tcy , 

and opposed the authority of the Church and the aristoc­

racy . He had the will and determination of his mother, 

and upon learning of his disinheritance he determined 

to settle near her and to fight her principles . He was 

determined to subject her to the same scrutiny and 

attack that he used against others whose principles and 

practices he despised . He took his stand against Lady 

Coryston and stirred up all the smoldering discontent 

on the estate of Lady Coryston . He tried to form a 

union amone the laborers; he championed the dissenters 

against the Church school on the estate; he ma.de in­

auiries into the state of the cottages; and he supported 

the Glenwilliam Land League . Of course he incurred the 

111 will of the landlords, but he also aroused the sus­

picion of those he sought to help . They thought his 

opposi tion to his mother unnatural and. doubted his sin­

cerity . He spared no one , and his intolerance of those 

whose ideas he opposed was , in its elf , a tyranny . Lady 

------------~ "''·---- ·"---
27 The Coryston Family , P • 29 . 
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Corys ton bore her son ' s cynicism stoically and with no 

signs of giving in . His brothers and sister looked on 

with disgust , but their absorption in t he ir own affairs 

left them little time to ponder over the breach between 

Lady Coryston and Corry. 

Marc ia had become engaged t o Edwar d Newbury , only 

s on of Lord Newbury . Edward Newbury , like his father, 

was a mystic who had absorbed all the characteristics 

of the High Anglican tradition: 

He was a joyous, confident , devoted son ·or the 
English Church; a man governed by the most definite 
and rigid beliefs , held with a pure intensity of feel­
ing , and i mpervious to any sort of Modernism. 28 

He was a good companion , a handsome fellow, a.nd a man 

of the world , but hidden beneath his outward appearance 

of geniality and generosity was a note of the inexorable 

which in time mi ght arouse the hatred of Mar cia . 

At bottom she is a pagan, with the splendid pagan 
virtues, of honor , f ai:r~ness , loyalty, pity , but in­
capable by temperament of those particular emotions 
on which the life at Hedden Grey is based . 29 

They had yielded themselves to love wi thout thought of 

the differences in the ir natures , but Marcia began to 

recognize in him characteristics which would eventually 

28 The Coryston Family , p . 110 . 
29 Ibid ., p . 154 . 
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drive her to rebellion . The crisi s in their affairs 

·1Nas reached through the affairs of John Betts and his 

wife, 1-. enants of Newbury 's, who , because of their mar­

riage in opposition to Newbury's religious creed _which 

forbade the marriage of divorced people , were dismissed 

from the estate . Marcia, moved by pity for the Bettses , 

tried to persuade Newbury to permit them to stay on 

the experiment farm to which Betts had devoted his life. 

New bury was implacable; and when Niarcia heard of the 

double suicide of John and i'virs . Betts , she broke her 

engagement to Newbury . Lord Coryst on aroused the ill 

will of the neighborhood against the Newburys , and used 

the Betts case as a firebrand against his mother's 

principles . 

Lady Coryston , defeated by Coryston's refusal to 

carry out her Tory p1·inci9les , turned to Arthur, her 

youngest son, for support . Re defeated h er hope s by 

falling in love with Enid Glenwilliam, daughter of' Lady 

corys ton's hat~d political enemy . She attempted to 

thwart Arthur's affairs, and he renounced his p olitical 

career and accused her of meddling in his private af­

fairs and domineering over her family. Lady Coryston 

died realizing that she had driven her children from 

her by her determination to dominate their lives and 

wills . 11 She had no doubts about her place and prerogative 
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in the world, no qualms about her rights to use them 
30 

as she p leased." 

After one has read The Coryston Family , one is in­

inclined to believe that Mrs . Ward was less convinced 

of the rights that property conveyed . Her sympathies 

were always with the land-owning aristocracy , but she 

anticipated with regret their disintegration and 

defeat: 

How mu.ch longer will this rich , leisurely , 
aris tocratic class with a l l its still survivi ng 
power anr1 privileges exist among us ? It i ~~ something 
that obviously i s in a pr ocess of transmutation and 
decay; though in a country like England the nrocess 
will be a very s low one . Personally I great ly prefer 
thi s landlord stratum to the top stratum of the trad­
ing and manufacturing world . There are buried seeds 
in it , often of rare and sp lendid kinds, which any 
crisis brings to life - as in the Boer War; and the 
mere cult of family and inheritance implies, after 
all , sanething valuable in the world that has lately 
grown so poor in cult . 31 

Mrs . Vi.Ta.rd 's answer to her question is that the duration 

of the established order of society will be determined 

by the aristocracy . If they were to remain the stewards 

of England's greatness , they would have to be worthy 

of their task . Their authority no longer rested on 

their inherited title; the forces of democr a cy were 

30 The Coryston Family, p . 349 . 
31 Ibid., p . 157 . 
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rising as a mighty tide ready to sweep away their 

tyrants and oppressors . The aristocracy dared not 

suppress and i gnore the demands of the enfranchised 

_p opulace . The ari :~ toc1~ats could maintain themse lves 

only by an un8elfish service for humanity - by an un­

selfish and sympathetic guidance of the revolutionary 

f orces of the new world . The safe t y of the nobi lity 

no longer lay in the power of the Lady Corystons , who 

sought to stifle and suppress , but in the heart of 

those who sought to " spread the knowledge of the higher 

p leasures and of a true social power among the En g lish 
32 

working class ". 

Mrs . Ward ' s idealism is that of a bygone generation • 

. she did not advocate Communism but an e n lightened and 

humanized Toryisrn . She.~· disliked raw , new things that 

had no ancestry , and she had little confidence in the 

power of democracy to weld the opposing force s of society 

into a harmonious whole . She rather looked to the per ­

fection of r.he individual as the means f or evolving an 

ideal social order . Like Ruski n , Mrs . Ward J'e alized 

the effect of environment upon t he i ndividual , and she 

turned to soc i al settlement work as a ineans for spreading 

culture among those who in their newly-won freedom 

32 rrreve lyan , The Life of Mr s . Humphry War~ , p . 130 . 
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threatened the de.struction of the aristocracy which 

they neither understood nor appreciated . Like Kingsley, 

she recognized the obligations of the privilege d few 

toward the unprivileged many ; and she exhorted the 

stewards of En gland 's fre Gdom to hwnanize and chris­

tianize democracy . Like Carlyle , 8he exhorted the 

aristocracy to make itself an essential part of the 

social body and to utilize its vast powers of leader­

ship . She believed in a soc ial brotherhood and worked 

to attain it through the deepening and extension of 

socia l work . Mrs . Tl!Jard was a public- spirited woman of 

high intellectual attainments and dee 9 , sympathetic 

pass ion for human justice . She was conversant with the 

vital social and nolitical questions of her day . As a 

propagandist , she used her novels to force a "breach i n 

the traditional ranks of the old polit i cal parties - a 

breach large enough to admit those revolutionizing 

p olitical influences which in our own day have trans-
33 

formed the United Kingdom ". Although her claim to a 

p lace of distinction in the realm of cre ative art is 

slight , no one can .justly deny her a place of pre­

eminence in the ranks of those who labored to obtain 

a higher , nobler social order wherein the individual 

33 Speare, The Political Novel , p . 267 . 
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might live in a nobler relation to hi s fellowman . She 

was not a great no,-elist , but a good and noble woman, 

actuated by a broad, practical hu~anity . 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

A restatement of the objectives of this study 

and a review of the facts taken into consideration 

in arriving at these objectives seem warranted at 

thi s time . It will be recalled that the industrial 

revolution in England and the resulting economic u p ­

heavels took place at a time when the political 

economy of Adam Smith and the Manchester School had 

scarcely ever been challenged . The function of 

political g overnment under this system is designated 

by the proverbial laissez- faire . Contradictory to 

the materialistic conceptions embodied in thi s theory 

of social and economic philosophy was the idealism of 

Carlyle . Equally pernicious , in Carlyle's op inion , 

was the related concep t of politic al democracy . rro 

him democracy was the enthronement of sham, the false 

definition of liberty, and the impediment to forces 

working fox;, right and justice . He denounced democracy 

and socialism as expediencies and not remedies of the 

evils of competition . Carlyle' s message was ad-

dressed to the hearts of men . It was a message of self­

renunciation and self- sacrifice . He preached a doctrine 

of work - the performance of duty - as the first obliga­

tion of man to God . Carlyle believed the first duty 
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of man was to believe in God, and his second duty was 

to work for the fulfillment of God ' s plan . He had no 

faith in democracy but a myst ic reverence for the 

individual . He held fast to the paternal theory of 

g overnment based both on the rights of heredity and 

on the rights of talent . This right carried with it 

the obligation of unselfish and un1•emunerative leader­

ship . Carlyle based his social- ethics on the perfection 

of the individual by calling him to forego selfish 

interests and nersonal aggrandi~em ~nt in favor of social 

service to mankind . Carlyle's teachine: inspired a 

movement for social righteousness which found expression 

in the Christian Social movement of the nineteenth 

century. 

Insp ired by the passionate idealism of Carlyl e a 

group of socially minded Christian leaders set them ­

selves in v i g orous opposition to Enlightened Selfish­

ness as a motivating p rincip le of society . For the 

much vaunted laws of political economy and the sacro­

sanct comp etitive system of the discip l es of Adam Smith 

they sought to establish the Golden Rule as the nexus 

between man and man in all relations . They exerted a 

strong influence toward directing the currents of un­

rest to a higher social order and toward keeping them 

identified with a distinctly Christian philosophy . 
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The term Christian Socialism is not to be confused with 

the Collectivism of Kar l Marx or with the English 

Utopianism of Robert O\ll!en . The movement was 9rimarily 

religious , and proposed to vitalize Christianity by 

making it a livable creed essential in the development 

of human relations . It was more over a protest against 

the formal theology of Newman and the High Church Party . 

It was an attempt to establish the authority of 

Christianity over trade and industry . The term social­

ism as applied to the teachings of the Christian Social­

ists included little or nothing of the program of the 

revolutionary socialist oarty , but exoressed the ideal 

of just and affectionate relationship of masters and 

men . Maurice and Kingsley exoressed the idealism of 

Carlyle . They recognized the ~nportance of the indi -

vidual in the scheme of progress , and laid stress upon 

the development of the human heart in obedience, jus­

tice , and c~npassion . They, too, favored and advocated 

paternal g overnment and looked askance at the social 

democracy of the per iod as a corrective of the evils 

of social and economic injustice . They differed from 

Carlyle , however, in their attemp t to establish a spirit 

of Christian brotherhood between the warring factions 

of society and to reconcile science and faith . These 

early Christian Socialists were actuated by a desire 
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to evolve a social order consistent with Christ's pro ­

mised kingdom upon earth , and their purpose was to 

socialize Christianity ; that is, to establish society 

upon the princiiJles of Christian faith, with Christ as 

the acknowledged head . Like Carlyle , they did not 

advocate the removal of class distinctions , but of class 

rivalry . rrhe Chri st ian Socialists appealed to the 

Christian faith of men as the solution; whereas Carlyle 

appealed to the conscience and common humanity of men . 

Although their methods of procedure were different, the 

end and aim of Carlyle and the Christian Socialists was 

identical . The y purposed to establish a right and just 

relationship between men . Carlyle proposed to do this 

through the leadership of a noble and conscientious 

aristocracy of talent; the Christian Socialists sought 

to accomplish it through a hierarchy of Chri stian 

leaders actuated by a s p irit of Christian faith and 

humanitarianism . They adhered to the social ethics of 

Carlyle, but e xtended hi s p olicies to include a more 

definite program of social reform . They organized in­

dustry into associative and coop erative bodies based 

up on the princip les of Christian brotherhood and actuated 

by the Golden Rule . 

The last nhase of Christian Socialism was more 

directly allied to Carlyle t han to the early Christian 
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Socialists in that it was less concerned with hwnaniz ­

ing Christianity than with the humanizing of men ' s 

relations . This group of public- spirited men and women , 

the chief exp onents of which were Ruskin, Arnold Toynbee, 

and Mrs . Hu...rnphry Ward , did not assume the name Christian 

Socialists, but their policies definitely allied them 

with this group . Their work was cast in the decade~be ­

tween 1880 and 1920 , and was somewhat inf luenced by 

the scientific sociological theories of Tolstoy and 

Lit Orris . They were , however , in the main , advocates of 

the same principles and theories advanced by Carlyle 

and the ear ly Christian Socialists . They , too , be ­

lieved that progress toward a true social order was 

possible only through the moralization of the ruling 

c l ass . They championed the regulation of society so as 

to maintain human life at a high level and to produce 

a wider , deep er , personal life of the individual . They~ 

like their predecessors , Carlyle , Maurice, and Kingsley, 

did not advocate the leveling of c l ass barriers . They 

did not sanction the democratic theory of economic 

equality nor the revolutionary theories of socialism , 

but they did sanc ti on pate rnal gov ernment by t he 

he r editary ari stocracy who were obligated to render an 

enlightened and unselfish service . Like Carlyle , Ruskin, 

Toynbee , and I111r~ . 1~ard considered the ar·istocracy the 
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public custodians of England's greatnes Q. They enjoined 

them t. o use their ~) ower for human ser·vice as a public 

trust . By the ri8ht of their inheritance they were 

obligated to promote high moral and ethical relation­

ship between the classes of society , and this they were 

to do by pursuit of a noble ano unselfish service to 

man1d nd . Thi s las t phase of Christian Socialism was 

ethical rather than religious , but throughout the whole 

of the Chri st ian Social movement there wa s a deeD ideal­

ism of an inner righte ousness , a g low of the sp irit of 

mode rn Christianity which se eks expression in social 

service . 

In this summary I have endeavored to trace ou t in 

a concise and condensed form the ethical pr:t.ncj_ p les 

com pri s ing the Christian Social movement , which emanated 

f rom Carlyle and influenced to a Ere a t de gree the 

literary contribu tion s of King sley , Ru 8kin , Arnold 

Toynbe e , end Ivirs . Humphry ~·ard. 
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