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PREFACE 

An attempt has been made in this study to examine the 

evidences of quixotism in the life and in the writings of Miguel 

de Unamuno y Jugo and to draw some conclusions concerning the 

importance of and the probable reasons for these quixot.ic quali­

ties. 

Because of the disturbance in Spain for the last two 

years, it has been impossible to secure all of the many works of 

the author studied. Quotations from and discussions of the un­

available works, however, present them as having much the same 

subject-matter and style as the available works. Unavailable 

writings are the following: two books of poetry, �oes{as (Bilbao: 

Imprenta de Rojas, 190?) and Rosario de sonetos lfricos (Madrid: 
---- - ---- ---

Imprenta Rspa�ola, 1911); one drama, Ensayo dram£tico: Fedra 

(Madrid: Publisher not given, 1924); and five collections of es­

says,� �££.!:!!2.� � dos discursos (Madrid: Secci6n ed. de His­

toria Nueva, 1930}, De la ensenanza �u�erior �� Espan� (Madrid: 

Revista Nueva, 1899), Paisajes (Salamanca: Coleccion Colon, 1902}, 

Mi reli�ion � otr� ensay2_! breves (Madrid: Renacimiento, 1910), 

and Soliloquios � conversaciones (Madrid: Renacimiento, 1911). 

A translation by J. E. Crawford Flitch of the last named work was 

used in the study. 

The writer of the thesis wishes to express her thanks to 

the Library of the University of Texas for the use of certain 

books not at present in the Library of the Texas State College for 

Women,and to Dr. Rebecca Switzer for her continued interest and 

assistance. 
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CLI 

A don1 1riguel de Unamuno 
per su libro Vidn de don i:,,ui,jote2'::L Sanch,Q 

Este donquijotesco 
don },riguel de Unamuno, fuerte vasco, 
lleva el arn6s grotesco 
y el irrisorio casco 
del huen ma.nchego. Don 1"1guel camina, 
jinete de quim,rica montura, 
metiendo espuela de oro a su locura, 
sin miedo de la lengua que malsina. 

Aun pueblo de arrieros, 
lechuzos y tahures y logreros 
diets. lecciones c1.e Caballer{a. 

Y el alma desalmadE. de su raza, 
(111€ hajo el golpe de SU ferrea maz.s. 1 

aun duerme, puede que despierte un dia . 

~uiere ensenar el ceno de la duda 
antes de que cabalgue, al caballero; 
cua.l nuevo Hamlet, a mirar desnuda 
cerca del coraz6n la hoja de acero . 

Tiene el aliento de una estirpe fuerte 
que sono mas a.Ila de SUS hogares, 
~ q_ue el ore busc6 tras de los mares. 
El senala la gloria traA la muerte . 
f.,"),uiere ser funda.dor y dice: Cree , 
Dias, y adelante el anima es:panola ••• 
Yes tan b15eno y Mejor que fue Lo~ola: 
sahe a Jesus y escupe al fariseo. 

--------
1 In Spanish quotations in this thesis, the title don 

hes h~en consistently spelled without a capital unless it occurs 
at the heginning of a sentence or of 8 title from literature. 

2rn this thesis, this name is spelled with an ttx" in 
!::nglish and 'li''ith a "j" in Spanisb quot2tions anc in the title 
of the novel . 

~ . / ( '-Antonio Jracha.do, Poes1as .£.2.!!]l;l~tPs l 1!a.drid: Residencia 
de ~studiantes, 1917) , pp . ?6R-?67 . 
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CHAPTER I 

DON QUIXOTE AS INTERPR"ETED BY tnifAllUNO 

Viguel de Unanuno y Jugo de la Raza ( 1864-1936) , 11 one 

of the greatest figures of contemporary Spanish liten,ture, 111 

has frequently been called the modern Don ~uixote, 2 partly be­

cause of his crusade for the better understBnding of this great 

char~cter of fiction 3 but chiefly because of the striking simi­

lc1.ri t y h~t"".'F>en t:te spirit anct. idea ls of Don 11uixo te a.nd those 

of UnaMuno himself . This simihirity becomes appanmt in the 

stuay of the life, the speeches , and the writings of the scholar, 

4 
phiJosopher, and man of letters whose services in the cause of 

repuhlicanism in Spain will long be remembered in srite of his 

hrief Aspousals of opposing systems . 5 

h t ,. . .,, 189P . Like the cnl t ors of ,rle ~~~ de .:;._'_ - vr1 th Vlhom 

he is sorr·etirn0.s grouped, Unmi1uno felt a pc1,ssionate desire to 

find the true Spa.in, and his search was direct--throngh the peo­

ple themselves and their thoughts as expressed in their best 

--------
111 Don·J'll'iguel de Unamuno , " / '!'he guhli~hers' ~ekly, Jan­

uary 30, 1937 , p . 537; cf . also, Alv&ro Alcaii=-cfo.ljano, "Unamuno 
o el ansia de irn11o rtalidad," Figuras ~~£.i~les (Madrid : Re­
nad.miento, n . d . ), pp . ?56-:?57; G. '!.'. Northup, "Figuel de Una­
muno," An Introduction to S anish literature (Chicago : Univer­
sity of--a-hjcsgo Press~ 1925 , p . 439°:-- ~ ~-

"i .• t 
.,jjUlJ..O _ ~ 
1276T. 

2,fnfre, chap . ii . 

3 Jrriguel de Cervantes Sa2vedrc1, El ine,:;enioso hidE,l~o 
de la [anch~ (Yeclrid: T:ditorial S&turnino Calleja, 

4 :re•.v ~t 7j ~' ,Tanua.ry 4 , 1937, p. ?.P, co 1 . 4 . 

5rrid . , January 3, 1937 , p . 33 , col . 1 . 

1 

don 
C" " 
0 • A. 
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literature. An Una~1no, devoting himself to the search, found 

terpreting ano cor:F'entinf upon the life of Don ~uixote, reveal­

ing in his comments his own quixotism . 1 

"'his fi c ti ti 0us char.:=i c ter "Jhom nnarnuno considered the 
2 

errihoc i rnen t of the et errn, 1 spirit of the Spanish pea ple was 

created hy }~guel ae Cervnntes Saavedra as the protagonist in 

lisheo in two p;:;rts, the first in 1605 end the second ten yec1,rs 

lRter), for the exp ressed purpose of satirizing and ending the 

, . . 1 ,._ 3 3 ano 1ncreas1ng y Bt•surn . · 

Don ~11ixote, thP. syn11ol of S1:ianish chivalry, 4 was with­

out memorable ancestors;5 yet he made for himself a lineage and 

1 / / 
Ju2n Furt8 do y J. d.e le. Serna and Angel Gonzalez J.Ja-

le,nci}, ri s toriF.1 de la li tera tura espanolH ( 3e ed.; I'adri d: Ti 110-
gre fia de Archivo~, 193?) , p . 1010. Fowever, Una.muno was not 
alone in his interpretation of Spain's spirit as quixotic, as 
~rancisco A. de Jcaza shows in his study of the development of 
quixotic thought during the three hundred yearA since the time of 
CervPntes (El ·11 2,uijote" durante tres siglos (Hadrid: Rern;;icirniento, 
1912) . Cf. -Filso, Fiuhen Dcri"o, "Letan12-denuestro senor don 
'"),niciote," 2_anto~ cle vid§;_ y ~perapza (Fa.drirl: Editorial ~rundo 
Ls ti no, n. cf:"T-;- r,r. :::' 11<' lfl; Jose Ortegc:, y GB s set, J "edi ta ci ones 
££l C~uijote (}Fedrid, Ga.lpe, 19""). ---

?,Figuel de Unamuno y Jugo, r:nsayos (Iradrid: :2esidencia 
de 1~ s tu cli 8 n t es , 1916- 1918 ) , Vo l • V, p • f? 3 ; De l s en ti mi en to tr;{,)· i co 
.£~ la vida ~ 1os hom'hres y ~ 1os ~eblos (Yadrid: Renaci: 1~0, 
1913), p . ?88 . 

3r t · t · · · . Jerv2.n es, 212• .£1_., p . xv111. 

4,~r T.1 8 t 1 . II p l' t . .,. 1i . Ja:r£1e, ersona 1 1es 
sti tute Pal"Y'phle,i, XVI (19?9), p. 56 . 

of Po<lern Spain," ~ice In-

5unerrnmo, ~£i cl§:_ cle £~ ~u.i j o te y Sancho segu!2 Tri i..~uel de 
Cervs_nt~ SaL'vec1ra "[?a ed .; Yacrio: ~enacirr,iento, 1914Fp . l?; 
Ce:rvarites, 2.E.• cit ., pp . 1-?. 
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a name. 1 He V'as Alonso 1ui,jano el Eueno, but he l1ecarfte so in­

spirecl 'by the ncrvelous adventures of the legendary knights of 

the hooks of chivalry c.;nd by bis great love for c1n imagin2sy 
') 

s-wePthe2rt (act1wlJ.y for love itself),-- tnat 2,t the rr:&ture age of 

fifty years 3 he left his rr.odest est::;te and idle dreams 4 to make 

himself 2 cHhallero andante (knight-errant) , Don Quixote of the 
------ ---- V 

:~c1ncl12, '!rllosf~ rnr1.\Jse Wc.s to protect the Vi'eak, to relieve the op­

pressed , and to punish the evil 5in order to achieve glory and 

i rnrnorts li ty . 6 Fis c=, ovr>n tnres com:pri sed three ~a lid~ or journeys: 

the first, a short trip both in point of time a~d of distance, 

taken without compc1ny rind without any encouraESing occurrence; 7 

tl1e sPcona, more extfmsi ve ::;nd taken in the co11Tpany of his er;cude-~ 

1:.£, Sancho J:·2nza , a. rustic \1110 did not 1..mderstcJncl. many of the 

ideas of his naster; 8 8n~ the third and rrost extenaive salida , 

attende~ ~ith ple8surehle succeqs 8t tiTes, and rendered more 

--------------------------------------
l unamuno, 2.£.• cit., ;)p . 13 , 19; Cervantes,.£.£ • cit ., :p . 5. 

2una.muno , .QJ2. • cit ., :p. 17; Cervantes, 2.£• cit ., pp • 23-::'5. 

3TT . 
L namu.no , !!• cit., p . 14; Cerva.ntes, £I!.. cit ., p . ?l . 

4 una.muno, 2.£• cit., p . 16; Cervc.m te s, 011 . _._ E_i t .' p . ?6 . 

512:i£ . ; Unrmuno, 2.£• .£3:..1·' p . 18; J. A. Tl , • "The .. o -1.se1 ro, 
C;,nixo te of rodern Spain," PVT.A June, 1934, p • 645 . .2.:.:;._. 

6unarruno , .21;,. cit ., p . 17; Del sentirriiento tr~i.£.2., p . 316; 
Ens~~, Yol. V, :p . ?09 ; Cerv::,.ntes , 2.l?.• _cit ., p . ~3 . 

7 unairuno, Vida. de don ~ijote, Pil • ?l-41; Cerv.en tes, £.12.• 
.£.i.i., Ft . I, ch~ps , ii-V:-

8Ihi~ ., Pt. I, chaps. vii-lii (excluding the interpolatsd 
materic1l );Um.,muno , 2.l?.• cit., pp . 43-151 . 
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:ple~'s?nt hy the incre.?sin.s; faith of 3c-:ncl10 to strengthen him . 1 

~ro~ each of bjs exploits, Don ~uixote returned defe2tef, but he 

did not lose his drec~ until the lest ~dventure had come to an 

ignohle 
~ close . - Fe had man:v 8nd strange expPriences ( the best 

knon1 ,..,ein;s thc=it of the hc=,ttle vrith the 1::rindmills whic4 he con­

CPiVPd to ~e giants) , 3 ana hecame known throughout the country 

a.s an i a ea.lj st in the days when rer li sm 172 s the v0gue. Fe cause 

he V?ri s 2n one chroni sT"l, he V'E s luc'U. crous. So great bec2 me his 

f 8rie thP t the vrorlo took a clvcm ta1;;e of his i mpre s si onabi li ty and 

hegan t::> ridicule him and to cissuade him from his cause . 4 Final-

5 ly, disillusioned and completely sane , he returned to h is ho~e 

to die , having no longAr any reason for life . 6 

Cervantes told , of course , much more ahout Don Q,uixote: 

i t~rr.s of liis daily life , 7 long discourses of h is :philosophy,8 

-·---------·-------------------
l cPrvantA5, ££.• cit ., Pt . II , chaps . viii-lxii (excluding 

th<> Lnt.Prpol2ted rnateria1T; Unamuno , £1?.• cit., pp . J.?0-307 . 

~ "Cervantes , £12.• cit., Pt. JI , chaps. lxx- lxxi i; Unamuno , 
Qll. £1...1., pp . 300-307 . 

3cerva.ntes, .Q.J2. • cit ., :Pt. I, cha1~ . viii; Unr:;l:"uno , £.£• c~!• , 
pp . 47-51. 

4 cervant8s, .2.r.• cj t ., pp . 45-47 , 356- 361 , _Qassim; Unamuno, 
Q12.• cit ., pp . 14'."1 , 309 , :12s ssirn . 

5 Jhj d ., pp . 308- 312.; Fnc1'n11no, ])e1:_ ~ ti F i en t_£ tr.:Cgi C.Q. , 
p . 316; Cerva.ntes , £I:.• cit ., pp. 800-807 . 

6 unarmno , "Snsc1~, 7ol. V, p . ??9 ; Vida de £.££ ~ijote, 
p . 311; Cervsntes , .£.£• cit., pp . Pl3-814 . 

7 cervc'ntes , 2.£• _£it., pp . 165-169 , '.)~'6-0'-'7 , 5f'? . 

8 n·,i0 ., pp . '.?99-303 , 544-54E,, 563, 63?-641 . 
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examples af his literary kno~ledge , 1 his beatitiful resign2tion 
r, 

to death . ~ re maae of Don iuixote a living person with emotions 

and 2mhjtio~s like our own . 

It WPS this Don '~~uixote tLct I-iguel de Unarnuno :nter-

- 3 t ' th . .:i • - 1 b 1 1 pre ,PC• 8S e .!}-'ec:1r10 ~ r:iue--=-2. esi-:ianJ • In his first i,npor-

1 (.,.., t J t. . 1 r-g- r;;) 4 1,., ., , • • t tcint 1".1'QT. - _.:!2 ...J2..!122. s_...;. C~··S 1C1ST!10, .cc) , he 81101,"!eo_ 111S 111 er-

est in the ccJ,1--c=, l.J ero andante ty freaue~t references such as the 

fo J_lo1"i ng: 

A ef;e [ :rt"' Pterno rertenece nuc-":,tro Ccrvc::n tes, que en el 
,._l. r· 1 ,:;i D ,., . . t - J · t - ~ su, 1 rr1P . 1 rm_._ c• e su on Hl.J..2. .e senc;. __ &. a nues rc:1 ,spana, .- ...._ - . / ~ " .. . e 1~ de hoy, el ca~1no de su regenPr~c1on en Al~n2a plJPno 

el ~neno; a 6se pertenece porque de puro e~~~noJ JJeg~ a 
unc1 cor,o :renunclc1 de s11 espanolisrr:o, l 1 cgo,,. al esy,iritu uni­
Yersc,l, al hor:'hre oue c1 uerne dentro de toclos nosotros .5 

Al0n,=,o r,uijano , the iri.~ooverished. gentlem2n, into our IJon C:-~uixote, 

·"' lrnisht-errant, ~,rith the re6 ercr2tion of & country , especially 

the regen~rPtlon of the spirit and the ideals of Spain . In 

la.ter 1rorks , he continued to 11oint this way to ne,.r life for .s 

drea~ing people . 6 

1 Ib. ' ~ . , pp. 151~3 , IBA , 407 , 409 , 504, 590 • 

2 .rtlll·, r,p . 811-815 . 

3A -' r:-
- ~·' p. • 

4 Ful·lished in the collection of :§ns~,2.s s.s Vol . I 
(r!adri.d : 'Resiclencia de -i::;studiantes , 1916-1918T . 

5 Ir i r1 • , p • 3 7 ; c r • 2 1 so r r, • 3 :-s , 5 2. , 7 3 , ? 5 - 7 6 , s 5 , ? 5 , 
1C3, 109 , 11], 122 , J.?>P , 162 , 182-1E;3 , !_90, ]_96 . 
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It is not surprising, then, in view of this early quix­

otic comment, that the interest of Unamuno in this greatest of 

Spanish heroesl should grow to such an extent that few, if any, 

of his later books lack some revelation of the quixotic influ­

ence upon the spirit of the author and upon the spirit ~f Spain. 2 

J3y 1905, exa.ctly three hundred years after the publication of 

the first part of Don g,uij~te, the influence of the knight was 

so predominant in the interests and in the studies of Unamuno 
/ 

that he published his own Yida de d.on 9iuijot~ y_ Sancho ~un 

M"iguel de Q~ntes Saavedra., 3 in which he related and explained 

the adventures and the philosophy of the ingenious knight. In 

this commentary, in essays devoted solely to Don Q,uixote, 4 and 

in innumerable ci ta.tions from other works , 5 Unamuno gave us his 

1unamuno, Ensai.£!?., Vol. V, p. 203. 

2:Because not all of the works of Unamuno were available, 
the investigator could not make a corr.plete check. However, a.11 
the works examined. either contained references to Don g,uijote or 
showed strong quixotism in style and material. From quotations 
and discussions occurri ng in various critical studies, the v;rriter 
of this thesis found the unavailable books also to be quixotic 
in varying degrees. 

31a ed.; 1Vfadrid: Renacimiento, 1905; 2a ed. with an ad­
ditional essay, "El sepulcro de don Q,uijote"; Jfadrid: Renacimiento, 
1914. 

411 El ~epulcro de don Q.uijote," Vida de don ~_£te (2a ed . ; 
:Madrid: Rennc1miento, 1914), pp. 1-12; "Don Q.uijote en la tragi­
comedia europea contempora'nea," Del ~timiento tr£gico, pp. 290~ 
3:?0; "El caballero de la triste figura," Ensay_os, Vol. II, pp. 99-
130; "Sob re la lecture. e in terpretaci on del Q.ui j o te, 11 Ensayo~, 
Vol. V, pp. 201-030. 

5E G / ,,. • , Contra ~to y_ aguello, pp. 229-231; La a.gonia del 
cri stiani smo (]Jradri/d: Renacimi ento, 1931), pp. 52, 205; G'.nd one 
of his letters to Angel Ganivet in their joint work, El £Orvenir 
~ Espa!!.§l (Madrid: Renacimiento, 1912), pp. 29-43. 
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conception of Don Quixote, the Don Quixote he understood and 

followed. 

For Miguel de Unamuno, the character of Don Quixote was 

more inspiring than his deeds, the reason for his adventures more 

interesting than the outcomes of them, and the spirit h~ possessed 

more important than the ridicule he caused . 1 "Perdi6 Alonso 

~uijano el juicio, para ganarlo en don ~uijote un juicio glori­

ficado"2--thus began Unamuno his defense of Don Quixote, and thus 

he laid the foundation for his religion of quixotism and his poli-

ti f . ti 3 cs or quixo sm. 

. / / . •••• dDe que me servir1a pred1car a los cuatro vientos el 
evangelio de don Quijote, si llegada la ocasion, no me metie­
se en quijoterias por los mismos pasos por que { 1 se metio? 
Encontrarse ~1 con algo que le pareciese desman o entuerto y 
arremeter, era todo uno . 

/ • •• • Habran de comprender que quien predica el quijotismo 
quijotice • 

•••• Don quijote sal{a por los caminos a busca de las 
aventuras que la venture. del azar le deparase, y jamas dejb 
una con el fin de reservarse para ma's altas empresas . Lo 
importante era la que de momenta se le presentase . Hac[ a 
como Cristo, que yendo a levantar de su mortal desmayo a la 
hija de Jairo, se detenia con la hemorroidesa . No selecciono 
el caballero sus empresas. Y no gusto yo de seleccionarlas . 4 

This ~!.!.!!;:2. with his juici Q_ &lori f icado stood alone 

because of his realization of the great mission stated by Una-

1M. Romera-Navarro, 1tiguel de Unamuno (Madrid: Sociedad 
General Espanola de Librerf a, 1928) ;-p. 183:-

2 unamuno, Yida de 

3 ill.Q;. , p . 4 ; Del 

2.2.!! ~uijote, p. 19. 

t . . t t / . 88 30 1 ~ inuen o rag1c~, pp. 2 , • 

4unamuno, Contra~~ aqu~, pp. 15-16 . 
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muno above, and Unamuno would imitate him, differing from ordi­

nary men in thought and in deed and, therefore, considered in-

1 2 sane. "Esta loco el que esta solo," . because the world con-

3iders only its own views practical, and the belief of the mob 
3 

is accepted as the truth and as sane logic. So the name of 

Don Q,uixote (and the words, "quixotic," "quixotism, 11 and "quix­

otically," derived from the name) came to mean idealism exag­

gerated to insanity, faith in the obviously impossible, and sin-

4 cere warfare against great odds. :Echegaray's quixotic charac-

ter, Don Lorenzo, explains quixotic insanity in the following 

manner: 

i Locura, luchar sin tregua ni reposo por la justicia 
en esta revuelta batalla cle lR vida, como luchaba en el 
mundo de sus bmginaciones el heroe inmortal a.el inmortal 
Cervantes! i Locura., amar con amor infini to, y sin alca.nzar­
la jamas, la divina belleza, coma el a.maba. a la Dulcine~, 
de sus apasione.dos deseos! i LocurE1, ir con el alma tras lo 
ideal por el ,spero y prosaico camino de las realidades 
humanas, que es tanto como correr tras una estrella del 
cielo por entre penascales y abrojos! Locurs. es, segun 
afirme,n los doctores; mas tan inofensiva y, por lo vista, 
tan poco cont!giosa, que para a.taj 6. rla no hemos menester 
otro Q.uij?te. 

As one critic observes, a Don ~uixote has "some notions 

lcervantes, £12 cit., pp. 238, 50?-503, 584, 735, 746; 
Unamuno, Yi££ de do~ Quijote, p. 251. 

2rbid., p. 5; 2~ Uanuel, p. 166. 

3 •1Are We Don Q,uixotes or Sancho Fanzas"? Li tera.rz Dig;est, 
December 15, 19?3, p. 38. 

4una.muno, 1?_el ~ntimiento tr2gi£2_, p. 315; :Ensayos, /Vol. 
V, p. 220; Ivan Tourgueneff, Hamlet z don ~ij.2_te, tradudcion de 
Torcuato Tasso Serra (Barcelona: Ll.breria Espanola, n.d.), p. l?. 

5Jos{ ~chegarey, O locura o santidad, ed. James Geddes 
and Joseph Pela.mountain (New edition; Hew York: D. C. Heath & 
Company, 1923), p. 4. 
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which are not in accordance with the facts and e,cts according­

ly," 1 a normal fa.i ling especially with highly i magi na.ti ve per­

sons. 2 It was this imagination, fired by the reading of the 

'tlooks of chive lry. which cam~eo Don Quixote to see the vrind.mi lls 

a.s giants, 3 the sheep as an army, 4 and the barber's bacfa as a 

golden crovrn.5 Ee interpreted these new experiences in the 

terms of his former experience, and since he lived in the absurd 

chivalric adventures of his reading, he transferred his ideas of 

chivalry to real life, and s aw rea listic, humdrum existence as 

the nmrvelous environment necessr.,ry for a true knight-errant. 

In the popul~r idea of quixotic ineanity, the creative 

irna.gina. ti on is accor1pani ed by grec=: t f~ii th. The quixotic Unamuno 

called quixotism the "hija de la locura de la Cruz116 and Don 

7 Q.ui:xote himself the Crist£ ca stellG.no and the Caballero de _!§; 

ls. ;·. Crothers, "Q,uixotism, 11 Atlc1.ntic Monthly, October, 
1 ?03 , p . 443. 

2 . / / 
Ortega y Gasset, op. cit., p.,. 165; Andres Gonzale:z- Ruanu, 

Yidfl, pen::;amiento ;},'.: avent~§:. de Miguel de :Q!!.£~££ ( l.'.adrid: 11: . / 
Aguihi. r, 1930), p. 1 8 3; Cesor Be.rja , Li bros y .§:Utores .£,£gtempor2:­
neos (Yew York: G. -s . Stechert E~ Co ., 1935 ), p . 59 ; Una"muno , Vida 
de don ~uijote, p. 40. ~ 

3cervantes, 2.E• cit., Pt. I, chap. viii; Unamuno, 2.£• .9.it., 
pp. 47-51. 

4 cervantes , 2.£• ci .! . , Pt. I, chap. xviii; Una.muno, 2.£• 
.9.i!., pp. 81-85 • 

5 cervantes, 2.J2• £_it., rt . I, cha.p. xxi; Unamuno, .2..12.• cit., 
pp. 86-88. 

6una.muno. Del sentimiento tra'gico, p. 306. 

? Ihid.; 
·t -4Ll Cl • ' p. . ~; C. 

T'f928), p. 219 . 

~say~, Vol. II, 112 ; cf., Ortega y Gasset , SU?.• 
E A 11 ~ • t . S . t " ~T T) h 1 . LI I J • yres, ."u1xo 1c 2.1n , s.i ew ,euu .:!:.,£, . 
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, 

Fe-'- whose mission it Tli R.s to cry in the v, il6erness to & drea.ming 

Spain.2 He lost his balance in the a ctual world to become an ex­

ample in the realm of imagination and mysticism: 

"Vino a perder el juicio. 11 Por nuestro bien lo perdi6 
p a r2 dej a rnos eterno ejemplo de generosidad espiritµal. 
Con juicio dhubiera sido ta.n heroico? Eizo en c~rss de su 
pueblo el ma'.s grande sacrificio: el de su juicio. Lle·no'sele 
l a f2ntasi/a de hermosos desc1,tinos, y creyo ser verdc:.d lo que 
es s6lo hermosura. Y lo crey6 con fe tan viva, con fe en­
genara d ora de obres, que acordt poner en hecho lo que su de­
s2 ti no le mos trsb1::. , y en puro creerlo hi/zo lo verdad. 3 

'This Christ-like fsith, this helief :=-ccomp::mied by works 

~hich prove the strength of one's faith, was not kindly received 

by the contem:pore. ries of Don {iuixote. Like Christ, Don Quixote 

leRRt un~erstood in his own country and among his own people, 4 was 

a.nd ,va.s considered insane the t he might become the embodiment of 

the etern81 spirit of his people. 5 Like Christ, Don Quixote 

brought immorta lity to his :people through his suffering and his 

death. 

h f . f. / . t t / . Y ay_ una 1gurB., unci, 1gura comics.men e .,,. rag1ca, una 
figura. en que se ve todo lo profundE,,mente tregico de h 1. 
comedia humans, la figure:. de nuestro Senor don Q,uijote, el 
Cris to es pa.no 1, en que se ci fr 2. y enci erre el alr.1a inmorte.l 
de este mi pueblo. Acaso la pasion y muerte del Caballero 
c1.e 18 'J'ri s te Fi guro. es 12 pa si on y muerte clel pueblo espano 1. 
Su muerte y su re::;urreccion. Y hay una filosofi~. y ha.sta 

lunamuno, Vida de don iuijote, p. 12. 

2 unamuno, Del sentimiento tragico, p. 320. 

3 unamuno, Vida Q~ don Q.uijote, p. 18. 

4 unamuno, Ensa:l_o~, Vol. V, :p. 227. 

5 Ibi£_., p. 223; Del sentimiento tra'gico, -p. 288. 
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t 1:0 . / • • • t 1 / . / t . una me a11s1ca ou1Jo esca, y una og1ca y una e 1ca qu1Jo-
tesce.s tambi en, y um::. religi osidad- -religiosidc.d ca toli ca 
espanola--quijotesc8. Es lei filosof{r, , es la 16gica, es 
la ~tica, es la religiosidad que he trat?do de esbozar y 
mas de sugerir que de desHrrollar en ests ohr2. Dessrro­
llarl2.s rcicionelmente no: let locura quijotesca no con-

. t J 1 / . • t ./f · 1 . s1en e .a .,_og1ca c1en 1 J.CE"• 

J!~es donde acaso herr.os de ir a buscar el heroe de 
nuestro :pense.mi ento, no es a ningun fi losofo que vi vi er8. 
en cc: rne y hue so, sino a un en te de f i cci on y de acci on' 
!r'.2s re2l oue los. filosofos todos; es a don Q.uijote. Por­
que ha.y uri quijotismo fiJ.osofico, sin dud2, pero ta.mbie'n 
unc1 fi lo sofi'a qui j o tesca.. dEs a ceso o tro en e 1 f ondo l a 
de los conquistadores, la de los contr2reformadores, la 
cl e I.oyola, y, sohre todo, y·E en e 1 or den de 1 pensarni fmto 
2 "b S tr 2 C t O , per O S en ti d O , 1 a d e n U e S tr O S mi~s ti C O S ? d '..lU e 
erc1 la m1stic2. de San Juc1n de ls Cruz sino unEL ca.balleri~ 
andante del sentimiento a lo divino ? 

Yeldon Quijote no puede decirse que fuera en ri go r 
idealismo; no pelA8ba2 por ide&s. Era espiritualismo; 

1 ·" . t pe e2bn por esp1r1 u.v 

This Spanish Christ, el loco subl!_~,3 became ridiculous 

in order to beco~e imrr.ortal, 4 2nd set the exaFr,le for 211 those 

Tiho would withstand ridicule, 5 for he m2ae the whole world leugh, 

not by his inanities, but by his seriousness. 

/ 

Es el vrlor que mas f a lta nos hace: el de afrontar 
el rid{culo. Bl rid{culo es el arma que manejan todos 
los miserables bachilleres, b2rberos, curc:s, c2nbnigos y 
duques que gu2rd2n escondido el sepulcro del Caba llero 
de la Locura, Caballero que hi zo rei"r a todo el mundo, 
uero oue nunce sol to un chi ste. Ten12 el a lr1a. demasi s.do 
grand; :para perir chistes. Eizo re1r con su seriedBd.6 

l Ihi £.•, pp. 228-289. 

?.Ibid., pp. 305-306. 

3 Ibid., p. ?.98. 

4n.i£.. 
5 rhia., p. "95. 

6 TT ~, • d a d (', • • t 4 unamuno, ~~ ~ on ~UlJO~, p •• 
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/ / / / 

•••• Pues fue :poni endo se1 en ri di culo como alcsnzo su in-
morts li c1acl don Q,uijote. 

One must understand ridicule, then, to understand Unarnuno's 

quixotic religion and to appreciate the profoundly tragic figure 

2 
vvhich Don Q,uixote became in the humen comedy. 

Cervantes admitted the tragedy of Don Q.uixote when the 

knight was about to die, 3 and Unamuno consistently interpreted 

the character as tragic, except for one notable reference: 

. "" ·t / -", ''t d Y hay, a pro:pos1 o, nada mas com1co que a.on Q.u1Jo e? 
2. No lucho desesperadamente contrci. la logica de la realidad 
que nos mancla. que sea.n las molinos de viento lo queen el 
mundo de la reaJ.idsd son y no lo 4 que en el ·mundo de nuestra 
fantes!a se nos antoja que sean? 

"'!. w. Stc:rkie criticizes Unamuno's usual inter:pretation of Don 

Quixote 2.s tre.gic, saying that Don Quixote should be the em­

bodiment of both hum.or and trc1gedy; else he loses some of his 

gree.tness . 5 

It does not seem di srespectfnl to suggest th:.::.t Don 

~uixote (as w~ll as Un2,muno) dram2.ti zed the tragj_c sense of life 

end the ridicule he received. IJke other disciples of Christ. 

he counted hinself blessed that he was considered worthy of the 

persecution, ana rejoiced to find that he could instruct the 

luna!Tiuno, Del sentimiento _:tr{gico, r' • ~92 . 

2 1.h i ~ • , p • ? r r • 
3 ~ t . t J 1 ' .• 1 . lJ v·d ..,ervan es, £12.• .22_., cwrs. _,_x111-.,_x1v; m11~:uno , ~ 

de don ~ui,jote, chap. lxiv. 

4unamuno, ~ z. fed2 gog{a (Madri o: Es~p s~ -0 n1p ~ 1014) 
J .:,..1 -.· ..., V~ -l. G ' ....L .... J ... f 

511 ~.~od.ern Don Q,uixote," "Rice Institute P2r.nrhlet, XVI 
(19?9), p. 97. 
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people in his mission. In certain episodes he admitted that his 

inn~gination w2s at fault; he desired so much to return to r.1edie­

val ti~es th2t he pretended to himself 8nd to his follower, San­

cho, thc1t the drys of chivalry had not passed. The episode of 

th€! sheep which he conceived to be E,n 2.rm.v1 ond tl1e counse 1 to 
') 

Sencho a.bout the Cueva de I1ontesinofz. showed thot he enjoyed mek-

ing himself believe, even wl1en his resulting &ctions ccused peo­

ple to laugh at him. 

Fis erroneous viewpoint vas not entirely self-deception, 

hoi::·ever. for he i.~'c s P 1: erson ve.rying in opir:.ions just as c·.ny 

other rnortri 1 being. 3 C:onsi st ency is not to be 'bought at the 

sacrifice of advancement. naving as his doctrine, " iYo s~quien 

soy!« 4 he had to change his ideas to fit his changing nature and 

his n::-1 t.ure to fit his chE.nging j d eas. Ri s persona.li ty be cane 

ftixed with that of Sancho and Rancho's personality became inter­

woven with his , ~t ti~es approaching a perfect f usion of spirits. 

Don Q,ui j o te y su es cudero Sancho son en e 1 duali sno 
/ . t . , ,J 1 ,J • t. t 1 . / . / h 1 arrnon1co que man ,en1ent .. o os 111s 1n os .,_o~ un1R , s1rn o o 

etPrnn ~e la humRnidRa en general v de nuestro nueblo 
espc1n ol. muv es::pecic:tl . Por lo comin , desconocie;do el 
i6e2lisP10 s2ncho-psncesco, el alto idealismo del ho,nbre 
sencillo que auedando cuerdo sigue al loco , ya quien 
ls fe en el loco le da esper2nz2 de f 'nsu12, solemos 

1 cerv~ntes, ££• ~i! ., p. 1~3 . 

2 n,i£., p . 635 . 

3 1:'ourgueneff, 2..E• ill •, p . 10; Unamuno , Del senti miento 
t / , 71 6 -i:17 r~g1co, pp. o~ -u • 

4cerventes, ££• cit., chap. v, "O. 45; Umirnmo, Vida de 
co~ ~~£te, pr. 38-41; S~n J~.nuel ~U8££, p. 9P. 
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fijernos en ron r:),uijote y rendir culto al quijotismo , 
. . . . d 1 d 1 ' / 1 sJn rerJu2c10 e esc8rnecer o cuaf o por cu.pane e 

nos vemos quebrant~dos y molidos , 

Una.muno sai cl. thr, t 8. pPrf ec t fusi :m of Don \.uixo te G.nd Sancho 

J'cinze wol11d result in a god. rather than a. man : 

Don ;,ui j o te y S2,ncho mci rcharon jun to s 
. . / t t rero s i fund1er~n en uno, 1que por .en .oso 

surgiri .... 8 de t;n sublime fusion ! ro seri'"'a 
sine un dios . ·· 

y rriezcl&,d.os; 
./ . t esp1r1 u no 

ya. un hombre, 

It was this perfect fusion whicb Spain needed to awaken 

her fro!l'1 her dre2r-ts to the realities of life . An d Don Q,uixo te, 

"el gr2n son2dor cle 12 vida y gran vividor de Ls. sobrevidc1 , 113 

sbo'."er'l the SpHin of the seventeenth century encl , tbrough Una­

rnuno and his contemporaries, the Spain of the t wentieth century 

t1:e ro2.a to regenera.ti on.~ Don '~uixote, t:he type of chivalrous 

Srciin, c1nd Unamuno, the product of his century, worked together, 

8nd Unarriuno usecl Don Quixote to strengthen his ovrn ideas. 

dq_ue rm irri.:rorta lo que Cervantes qui so O no (?Ui so 
!)OnAr alli/ y lo que realrnente ... ,uso? Lo vivo es lo que 

, , ,/ d ;__ . / J r• t 1 , 1 ,/ a~~1 escut·ro, pus1era .o o no Jervan.es, o que yo a~ 1 
pongo y sohrepongo y sotopongo, y lo que poneruos all~ 
toclos . :1uise al1 { ra"}trP.ar nuestra filosof f e ,5 

1 UnfiT"'uno in a letter to Angel r~ani vet in their 0ioint work, 
-;..;~1 I;,2£.!.::,nt r de Es:£§:n 1-1 , pp . 31-3? . 

?lT _.., TI81'1Url0, _'.;:l1S 8;r£_:l , Vol , VI, 

3 Ihi d. , 7o l . V, p . 56 . 

4r1"id ., Yol. I , p . 37; Cf., UnFrruno and Ganivet, El por­
venir de ~SE,afi'a , pp. 31-46 , 83-90, 

5unarnuno, ])el sentimiento trl.~ico, p. 301 . 
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In his ""Pihlia. quijotesca, 111 Vida de don Q,ui.jote ;y Sancho, Una­

r1uno does reve81 his philosophy and that of Spc?in, t[:.king oc-
r, 

ca si on to decl~.re his ovn spirit.-:: through the Don ~luixo te he 

found in his own soul. 3 

The Don Q,uixote of Unarnmo 17&8 not 2 nei" knirJ:ct -:-e rrE,nt; 

he 1.,r:, s ;UCh th":' s,;ne i de2 li s tic dreer~er th~ t every reEic''ter finds 

Pnc eventurlJ.y le&rns to love. 4 }'.ut Unt.Viuno vr2.nted te> be dif­

ferent, "to fly in the fc=,ce of occe:pted beliefs, 115 c:.nd he de­

sired his i nti::;rrreL-.ti ons to '"'e qt· rt ling . 6 ',:-he ref ore, he de­

f ended his i de2 of Don Q,uixote t':maci ous ly- -rs if it vrere 8 nev7 

and revolutionary ide2. Fe seid: 

11 I'8Tc 1 rrii"" solo n2cio don ~uijote y yo l)c',1'£:1 i1; el supo 
orr?r y yo escrihir, 11 hf.ce decir el historia.a or o su :plume . • 
Y yo digo oue para 0ue CervFntes cont2ra su vida y yo la 
expli car2 y co men ta re:. na ci eron don Qui j o te y Sancho, Cer­
vantes naci6 para cont~rla y explicarls, y psra cornentarla 
nae{ yo ••••• No puede contar tu vide, ni puede explicarla 

. t , - ,,, d I'\ •• t . . t _/ n1 cor~en 2r.L2., senor m10 .on -~UlJO e, 71no QUlen es e 
tocado de tu oisrna locura de no morir. 

----------------------------
1Alce,ls'-Goliano, =££• ci!., p. 2:55. 

2 un8muno, Bnsayos, Vol. VI, p. 90. 

3rbid., Vol. II, p. 1ml; Vol. VI, p . 87 . 

4Romera - }'s:ravc:·rro, ~,".iguel de Unamuno, ~p. 181, 183; Ame-
rica Castro, El ~nsamiento de Cervantes T:rr-adrid: Impr. de la 
Lihrer1a y Casa I'.ditoric=Jl Fernc1.ndo, 19?5), p . 15; Icaza, ~. cit., 
p. ?14-~15. 

5 rr. 'T'. 1rorthup , £12• cit., :9. 438. 

6 ][. Romera-!~evarro, "Los enseyist;: s," F.istoria de la 
li tArP tura espano la (}Tei;-; York: D. C. He:: th o.nd Co., 19?8), p. 6??. 

?unamuno, yida de don Q.uijote, i:; . 3::'4 . 
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Pecruse of this belief, 2s expressed above, that he lived chief­

ly for the purpose of commenting upon the life of :Don riuixote, 

it is small wonder thc1. t Unamuno be ca.me mi li ts.n t concerning the 

reception of his interpretation. 1 

A nedie se le ocurrirf sostener en serio, no siendo 
8C8SO a mi/, que don ~Uijote existio rec:,l y verd,:>der&rDente 
e hizo todo lo que de 6.1 nos cuenta Cerv8ntes •• •• pero puede 
y c'1ehe sostenerse que don '.;),uijote existio y sigue existiendo, 
vivi6 y sigue viviendo con una exi stencia y una vida acaso 
mfs intensas y mfs eficaces que si hubiera existido y vivi­
do al nodo vulg2r y corriente ••• • 2 

Y si alg~n lector de este ensayo dijera que todo esto 
. . . 'd . .., . 1 d' / no son sine 1ngen1os1 aces y paruuoJss , e 1re que no 

entiende jota en achaques de quijotismo, y le repetir / lo 
nue en ciertc, occ=;s ion dijo don r~ui,iote P su· escudero: Como 
te conozco , Srncho, no heeo cPso de lo que dices . 3 

'fui s defic:m t tone by Unc:imuno w2.s :;::ierhr.rs unnecessary 

since people in gener2l accepted the greater p8rt of his com­

ments ,_;;ri thout contrrdiction . 4 However, many rec.ders of Don 

Jpj.j_ote h2ve 8 new understanding and a more intense emotional 

reectjon hf::c2uo.e of this author ' s stuc:.ies . Unemuno c1eEred away 

the difficulties of seventPenth century Spanish, ex1:lnined the 

peculiar style adorte~ hy Cerv8ntes in cert2in p2rts, 2nd painted 

cle8rly end poeticrlly the r2ssionate charrcter and the grPat 

faith of the Spenish Ch r ist , 5 the ch2.n,cter v·hich hr.d grown out 

II, p . 

----------- --------
181- 0 05. 

3 r· · .:i 0 'Zo __!::.~ .' p. ,· t,) • 

4~omer2.-:T8v2.:rro , £12. • cit., pp. lPl-184 . 

5unsmuno, Del sentimiento tr{e;ico, p . ?P8; ,::nsqros, Vol. 
llP . 
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of the Don Q,ui.xote of Cervantes by the transforrdng end en l a.rg­

ing of the conception hy e2c~ gener&t i on of reoaers . l 

According to Unc:.muno , Don '_;,u i xote '·''C:S not t?1e 1:rork of 

c~rvccntes i n the first p l s c e so much 2s the proc.uc t of the Sp2.n -

i sh people ''-!ho £'P.Ve t o the book its vi t2 .. li t~! 2nd 
~ 

j,)O'''~r . 

Qui j ote no es de Cerv~ntes sino de todos lo que l o 
Je2n y 1-:, sienta.n . c~rvc-ntes Sc.C O 8 oon f<,1Jj_:ote a.el 2s l ma 
de su rueb1o y c.el c:.ln12 rle 1: Lunr ni de= cl. tod.e , y en su in­
~ort2 l lib~o se lo aevolvi 6 2 su puehlo y c tads ls 
hrnr11;mi r12 d. • .._ 

1 -qomerc, - JTF)v"'rro , ~· cit ., ~ . J.PJ.; Unr,muno, Bnsa.vos, 
Vol . V, p . :?19 . 

2 um'"muno, D,nss.Y2.2 , Vol . 7 , pp . 214 , 2 19 . 

3 Ih i o • , J) • ?.10 • 



CHAPTER II 

ID:A}1J~rn AS A QUIXOTIC P:·:Hso::ALI'l'Y 

'!he critic ·who F rote, 11 n:·,die aspire" a que lo cclificuen 

.:i n··t 111 ,~ +·f,,.,,,,·,· ,,,·tnt'-Pl" t -f""·uelde ('le \·01'1. i'.,Ul,JO e, ir e S no u • , ••• l..L12J'.' . 1 -~ -'- · ..''.J.S ory O _ .1.-.lg -

Pn-=-r:,uno, for lins rn.uno :not only c::.s}1irPd to the nc:-r:e, but c:.lso 

~orked to 2ttEin it. CArt8inly ignor2nce of the significEnce wes 

not the rerson for his dPsir1ng the title, because UneMuno w~s an 

c·TC"'nt student of the Cenrc: ntj_ne hPro. In fc.ct, he ''J:,nted to Cb.11 
.., 

th"': s to Y"Y of his exile in Ti'uert c.vl'm tur&. Don _;,;1i_jo 1~ ~ }?uerteven-

+u,...~ 3 C"', 1 1·,,, o· 
~__:_~, ,-. l • ..J.. J...lQ hi:n2,eJf ~y the name of the char,'., ct~r he considered 

his "sensir. 11 4 rrtereforf.'), hA ::-n.ust i:..sva. felt no in:.:mlt ·.·1hen J·e,:m 

C22sou in the [~E.f. sl.£ I:.IE.22£.£, ::-~r, 1?"6, _proc1eir.-,ed l1im c1 mod­

Prn Don 1uixote crying out in the ,·:ilderness, 5 nor when :Saleeiro 

cbcracterized him es ~ore ~uixotic than Cerv2ntes. 6 Ee admittedly 

1 Tourgueneff, 2.E. . .£it. , p . 14 . 

?After repeated assaults in speeches and in writings a­
gc:inst the monarchy 2ne1 the dictetorship, Un2.rmno 'W2'-- s b2nished by 
Primo de River2 in 19~4 to Fuerteventura from which he escaped 
,r'f th the 2s:.=:;ist:::>nce of J\>1" . Dumay, on July 9, 1994 , to T-'r~.nce vrhere 
he remained until the end of the dict&torship in 1930 . (Balseiro, 
lac . cit ., pp . 648-656; :1:!; . H. Curtius, 11 Unamuno 8t Seventy , " Liv­
ing !:if~ , December . 1934 , p . 3:?5; "Why Spain Deports Unamuno , "-­
Liternrv Digest. June ?1 , 1 9?4 , pp . ?P - ?9; T . R . Ybc~rra , "UnE,muno 
Is Ec:.ck ! " Outlook , }?ebruary r6 , 1930 , p . 341; Ernest l.Tonten egro , 
"I'iguel de Um1muno ' s Deni shment F rom Spain , " Current Ei sto~ Ka.6.£­
~ • .Tune, 19?4, pp . 428- 429) . 

3un8muno , ~f ~uertevent~, p . 8 . 

4 Ibid .t p . 40 ; Romancero del destierro (Buenos Ai re s: c . 
Perlado , n. d . J , p . 140; Vida de don ~!.jote , p . 3?4; ;ria.ssim, 
throughout works . ~~ ~ 

n .. . 

5s+ , . 11 v· d D vcl rxi e , ,._o ern on 1uixote , 11 loc . cit ., p . 91 . 

6 B 1 • 1 . t a~seiro , -2..£ • .£2;_ ., p . 645 . 

18 
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enjoyed being described as quixotic, for he felt It / mas quijotist&, 

que cerv2ntiste, 11 l more attracted by the character than by the 

euthor. 

Both UnsMuno and the critics had sufficient basis for 

the .appelle ti on , 11 the modern Don Q,uixote , 112 for the philosopher 

1=rnn tte c2hGllero anda.nte had much in common. T,::fmy of these 

quixotic qu2 li ti es belonged to the persom-: li ty of Unamuno and de­

veloped gradually as his ideas becerre cryst2llizea . Some of this 

development was probably due , however , to conscious cultivation 

of the similarity, hecause Unamuno t ook 2-dv2nta.ge of his native 

riuixotic trF1tt~, m2king assets of them by securing publicity for 

his works and for his i dees . 

Perh:=,ps the hest- known qual i ty of ci_uixo t ism is idealism, 

a nuality possessed in varying degrees hy all people of &11 na­

tions and in a l most unbelievable quantities by t~e original Don 

Q,uixote3 nnd by that typical Q.uixote , 1':iguel de Unam.uno . This 

i deE. li sm ccurne<'l Unc1muno to def end the S8ni ty , 2.nd even the sanc­

tity , of a figure vrhose name has cor:e to be synonyr:ious •.'!ith in­

senity . 4 This ide2,lism made him SE;crifice his love of home and 

country in order to F~eken his countrymen to the evils in Sf2in . 

1 FnMnuno, ,Yid8 de don 2ni j ote , prologo . 

~Cf . P8lseiro , loo . cit .; St&.rkie , 11 }:odern Don ~uixote , 11 

~£• £Lt•; Antonio HRcha,0.0 , "A don T/iguel de Unamuno , 11 JJoes f as 
£2.TYlpletas (l'8rlric'l : Besidencia de -r;;studiantes, 1917), pp . ~66-~67 . 

3Ant~ , p . 8 ., 

4 
7 . Ante , '" .!:' . 
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'T'his ir.e~lisr- ins:i;:ireo hirr to mc:.tch his v:iice encl. ren ~gc,1nst 

t·l1e ro"'Pr of t 11e Jdng enc of the c:U ct<tor. Fe c2.llecl to other 

ic:le2lists for support , for only "by ide r lis r". does the '\··orJ.d 2cl­

VBnce .l 

rna~uno , like Don 1uixote, vss never in any ~ouht as to 

his mission in the rorld : he ~as nn ideslist stirring the read ­

ing r,uhlic or the listening audience "to divine diss2tisfaction 11 2 

with "lo A riu:,J.ps y arusos (}U8 sufr{2 ls. n a cion. 113 Like his lec,,der, 

he 1rrould fight agr, inst thieves, and li2.rs , 2nd fools, 4 2.lthough 

his 8ttempts might h2ve no more effect than those of ])on q,uixote 

Hpor Dulcinea, por la gloria, por vivir, por sobrevivir! 115 Una­

muno wanted to awaken the spirit of his hesrers to a productive 

response, not to preach t~e a cceptance of his ovn ideas; 6 he was 

interested in the striving for the victory r2ther in the attain­

!!'f'nt of the victory. 7 Q,uixoticslly, he was not restricted in 

1 Unc:1muno, ~nsayo.~., Vol. II, p. 114. 

?unamuno, Re cuer.1£3l de ninez y:_ de moceded, selected and 
edited hy ,rri l li arr. Atkinson (:t:ew York : I.ongrr:2 ri's-;-Green 2nd Co., 
1909)' p. iii. 

3 T") -p- 1' • • l d -T 9 -\omera- .. ,2v:-1 rro, _, 1gue_ .:J:. linc:,muno , p •• 

4 unamuno, Yids de don Q1ui,iote, p. 7. 

5 1 t· . t t ;' .· Unamuno, De_,_ sen 1 m1en o r '°,g1co, p. 316; .c.f. Sc1lva,d.or 
de 1r.s,do rieg&, 11 1:iguel ae Unrmuno," The Genius of Sl_)ain (London: 
Oxford University Pre ss , 19:::>3), p. 109.--

6 -qor.1er&,-1J8.Vr rro, riguel de Un2~, :p. 79; Un 2.r,:,uno, 
~nsa~o~, Vol. I, p. 9lP; Vol. VI, pp . 34-35. 

7unernuno, Recuerdos, p. ifi. 



his defense ta the trestment of realities, for he fought with-
1 

out regard to what wes reality. In his sonnet inspired by the 

r~r~ing of Dante , he spoke of his struggles: 

Y d no es ta re luchando, son:bra ad.us te, 
contr8 palid& sombre de molino, 
no de gigente, que al vil peregrino 
de la. pordioser:L:, soJ.2 E.,sustar' 

Like Don Q.uixote, Un2muno took his mission and himself 

seriously, just es he took all of life seriously. For this rea­

son he sa.w no humor in the manner in ·which he fulfilled his mis ­

sion, hut thought of it es the fight for the solvntion of his peo-

ple . r ' e preferred to play the tr2gic role, th~ role of ma rtyr; 

he couln. not, therefore, see th 0 P'!r,ny incongruities of his posi­

tion . Jf he h2c reelized the presence of incongr11i ty, he V'ould. 

not n.2ve considerec himself ric1icu1ous hvt r2ther 2 :prophet to a 

rnis11n0erst:::nrUng peoy-,J.e . Fe mouln lwve enjoyed the ridicule of 

the popul2ce , ~elieving th2t such ridicule plPced him with Don 

l),uivote arrong the inmortal. 3 Be 11rou.:i_a. heve considered the ricH­

cnle seriously 2nd T''OU lo hr1 ve re:,oli ed to it as r,a ssi onci tely 2nd 

~~ drPMFtice lly 2s u~ occEsion ~oul~ rerrit, ~eco~in; more of e 

~2rtyr end nore of 2 trrgic fi~ure tPcsuse of the rirlicule. 

~pt+0rs , ~2s r2rtly a rose . To rerlize and to reco~nize publicly 

the lcc1'" of losic in his hrgur:ents '.· oulr. "·l'?c: ::en t1Le force of his 

---------------------------------~ .. --------
1 nne.muno, De ~erte~tuE§:, pp. 7'?-73. 

? Ih i a • , p • 5 4 • 

3 Ante., ~p. 11-1~. 
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scPne, ;::;n('J nf'ither he nor Don '=/,uixote v12s so poor ':m 2ctor as to 

rer1ovP 8ny n·e2 sti.re of t111=- drama frorr: his life. Unamnno frequently 

exhortPo h:i_c; J'Pc,nPrs c1nd hj:=; stnc'lf-'nts to tc1ke i"i- serious r,ttitude 

to,,r?rr1 J.:i-fn, 1 ""·n"l his 'hest inst:r 11 ction in tl:.i::i instEnlce as in his 

rrPrchin~ o~ quixotisrr mss by his own exs.Fple. 

'""hP f!UJ.xotic mission of Unamuno -:,na. his serious Hnd cor-1-

rletP sccerta.ncP. of it vrere 2,cco1:1.:;:.2nied hy still a third evidence 

of his quix0tic idealism: his rrystic faith. 2 His 2ttitude to-

vwr 11 rP1ie;ion, ,.,nd he '1.''8S as intensely reJ.igious ss his Don Q,uix-

ote, is shown in his concept of God: "Dios, en nuestroe esp{ritus, 

"' ,,, 't es ,r,Rfl r1 ,U y 110 Ic1ef', r~.mor, ~ 'd . 1 / , 3 b' y no 1.).ogma, v1 a. y no og1ca.." T ;.l s 

cor'cept he clevelo:pec P'lore fully in the hooks La. o.gon{ a del cris-

t . . 1 ' t 'T 1 ' 4 d S . l -o ,,, t . -1:.s.£~!::.£, 2__ Cris o de ..;..~~9-:!:!~~ an !;..§12. j·a~ !:~, mar 1r, 

. . 5 ~ . . 11 d' . 6 1n v~r1ous ess2ys, .sn~, 1n m1sce~ ...... c:neous .1scuss1ons . 

i:..ris religion was, like trwt of Don ~uixote, 7 genuinely 

popular, not fatholic jn the sectarian sense of the ~ord, but 

uni,rersal, hurt12nly Christian, consisting, hy his O'.''l1 definition 

of faith, of sincerity, tolerence, and mercy . 8 Fis conception 

--------- -~---~--~---- ---~-
lun2wuno, 2~~.22, 

2Ante ,, pp. 9-11. 

Vol. II, p . 195; 

3unamuno, }~y~, Vol . JI, p. ??9. 

nassin, . ---

5 . Unamuno, ~nsa~ , Vols . I-VII, vassiM. 

6 Unerriuno, ''Torks, £!!Ssim . 

7 r. t 't vaS ro, on. Cl ., 
.;;.... -- p. 307. 

8unamuno, F.nsa~, Vol . II, p. 240; Vol. III, p. 154. 
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of the church was as a congregation of the feithful, of all those 

who 1:-elieYe in truth. Hence the most a.hsolute church is humanity 

itself, and the truest Christianity is the faith of those whose 

helief surmounts ell ohsteclAs as did that of Don ~uixote . 1 Ac­

coroing to Starkie, nnamuno v,as essentially catholic; 2 but the 

author hiMself wrote that belief in the Catholic church as such 

is suicide to the believer and a weakening of the faith, 3 and 

that Christianity is not any doctrine, but it is life, battle, 
,, 4 

~222.~· 

'l'herefore he helievecl. in the separation anc1. distinction 

of the ideas of religion and of patriotism in tLe thoughts of the 
5 

people as well as in the practice of the government; for the two 

are separate c=mcl distinct: the one the belief of a. ma.n in his 

0od, the other his loyalty to his country; the one deals with in­

ner life and immortality, the other with social life end politics.6 

Fo llo"ri ng a gain his i a e&l, 7 Unarr.uno freq_uen tly q,uoted or 

paraphrased selections from the Fible . 8 Part of this practice 

·-------------------------
1 Jl·, id • , Vo 1 • I J, :p • ~ 30 • 

"' . ,._Starkie, "Personalties," 1:.££.• cit., p. 54 . 

3 unamuno, 2.E.• cit., Vol . II, pp. ??9-230 . 

4 / Unamuno, !~ ~on1a del cristi&nism.2_, p. 41. 

5unamuno and G-anivet, El ;erov!':.E.ir £~ :r::svan f'.;, pp, 132-133; 
Umimuno, "Ens~i9!2., Vol. II, pp. 127-130. 

6 Ih i d • , Vo 1 • IV, p • 13 7 • 

7cervantes, .££• ci.!,,, pp . 72, 93, 123, 299, 411, 421, 428, 
735, 81?. 

~ . 8 unamui:i-o ~ RecY..£rdo s, p. 4; Andanza; ~ vi si ones ~§:no lE~ 
(?.,Bdr1d: -qenc1c1m1ento , 19?.9), p. ?71; La t1a Tula 0~2drid: "R.enac­
iriiento, 1991), p . 70; ~l herrnano .Tw:n Q 7;;1-mundo es tec:.tro (I~a ... 
rl.rid:F.sp8s~-Calpe, 1934;, :p. 73; ~l 2-t!.£, misterj_o en tres jorn-%~ 
~~:::!2. ep1logo (Y·aario: TGspasa-Calpe, 1932., !' · 41.J 



'\'728 donr,t1esP dve to his adl""iretion of the I'ihlP c"'S 2 litPrary 

~ork , 1 nuch to his recogni t i on and appreci~tion of the profound 
') 

r1h i lo so:phy , '--' and s ti 11 more to his dependence upon the truths 
'7. 

of the ~ihle for the s u pport and i llustration of his own i deas . 0 

As an evidence of his appreciation of the various 2rtifices used 

hy Christ in teRching the people , he imitatea these devices , fre-

quently using rar2doxes , hyperholes, and per2tlAs in his teach­

ing . 4 Don ':),uixote used these sarr1P meens of instructing Sancho 

' .,_. tl ,:i ,._ t . l · · · 5 
2n0 L~e o 1P.r 1iOUl' ers concerning 1is mission . 

Yore cor>1l'11only, ho"''eV~r, Un2,n:uno pointed to the Christ , 

"el C:ri:;;to ~gonizante , 116 the rif!rfPction and the . er:1hoc'linent of 

truth ond faith, a.s in the follov:in 6 selection: 

11 i VerdDd! Yd que es v erdad"'?--pregunto ril.stos c 
':;risto, volviendo1e h:>s espr1ldc1s fl ls verdad . Forque 
~risto dijo oe s {: "Yo soy l a veraad , 11 e { jolo des{, y 
no de SU doctrinrl • d0 0:,ue no lo d.ijo? ltH''S nos lo dice 
a todas hor,9s . 7 

'T'hJs truth permeetr-:irJ all tb.in=;s , es (;.od is present in a.11 life . 

In tr1P roer· of his grertest religious emotion , Urn:,PJuno :portrayed 

the presPnce of ~od , of truth, in nature . 

n 
,:- Ibio., Vol . V, pp . 184-185. 

3 rrjd ., if0J. . IV, :pp . 127-1~9. 

4 Ibic'l., Vol. VJI , p . 77 . 

5Ihid ., Vol . V, p . '?'?0; Cervante" , 2.J2• cit ., :pp . 58 , 7'? , 
743-744 . --

6 • , 
Unc11"'1.uno , La s,goni~ del cristianism2_, p . ?9 . 

7 unarnuno, En.§_~~ ' Vol . II , p . ?40; cf . Vol . VI , p . ?19 . 
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Tu sohren2 turali zas te ~ el Vornhre, 
lo que ers natural , humani za'ndo lo . 
SPlvas, mont1,i na.s , mares y desiertos , 
confluyfm ? tu pecho, y en Ti 1:1 harce s 
rocas y plcrntRs, r.est~as, pece:::1 y a v es . 
~s co~o un arcE de roe tu cuerpo 
fonde se salvan del diluvio 16brego 
cwmtos hijos pari o la I"adre r::'ierrc=, 
r,cr2 a~1rlo8 al hor,,bre en rnayor&zgo. 
L:,:, ::l2.11t::i ....,ierro, que ne cBrne viv.:::, , 
Verbo <'le Dias desnudo, te vistiera, 
fue ror la sangre de eso rr,isr:;;:1 ce1rne 
sec~amenteda; no hay en elle mota 
~e poJvo que par Dias no hay2 pasado . 

Dias el misterio de la vids huwana , 
trez6 con les estrellas en el manto 
de ebano de la noche , y descifr8ste 
s11 secr"'to con got:-,s oe tu s1:ngre 1 
sohre la mierre, en testamento fiel! 

I"'\ 

Since he i,l·ps a "fji:>.l disc1 rulo de Cristo 11 "·· ::.,s ":".'8S Don 

1:;,nixot., hPfore him , UnPmuno c:~,realed to r,od in v:hor.1 he hacl the 

frith of the mystics, living faith vvhich esked 1uesti:rns , 3 quix­

otic f::dth ... cir}dn:_:; tcrrrcrd iinmortcJ. lity of the souJ~--fc:i.th th<"1,t 

"'ou1a cle&nse religio'JS diso!'der 1::nd lower the ro,··er·f1-1l to t:he 

Di o s de rd ~~S_!)c1.n; con tri ta. 
oye Mi chorro de voz, 
escuchc1 el recio 1:: n c 1to 
rl e 1111 hi ,j O Cl 8 tu pasi on, 
cl e un hi j o d.e tu hi j ,. ~s1)2n 2 
,'1 O 1 ll1 ,0 ., ,{n 1' r, :-) p ~ c H·. ,:-1 ') 1 ,J 

I...• · - ' oV \.•I... ,J ,:)..i..'C I. \. • 

4 Ihi c_., p . ", r ..L. • 

h 

"A f'nrther discussion of Un:::irn.uno's ife;:is concerning 
feitl--1 onn !'Pligion irrill he giv"1'1 in Ch8:·. JIJ. 



Li ' -p ::-• tr1.1e f'olJo,-,er of (;r~xist, ,-•ho s:::crificer-'1 hi_mself 

r.')r t11P c:~Jvntion of the peo:pJ.<:;, :.:>n(1 of Don :uixote, ··rli.0 m2s the 

"err"hJ err:;0 a e lr f p,, de 1:=i f e en 2 lgo eterno, inr·u t-:-'ole , de 1 2 f e 

en 12 VPrd2 (1_ superior r 1 indi vi duo , " 1 Um,PJ.uno ss cri fi ced nim-

tree TTniversity of Sa1HP1r-:,ncc1 tJ fight r.:,gc1inst the evi1P of the 

gnvernMent . Although he h&d spent m~ny years in preparation for 

Uw rPctorshiy,, he rlic not hesit~1-te to exrres~, ,riews contrary 

three ti~Ps deprived of the position . 2 Unamuno sacrificeo 

s~vP.r2J YP.f,rs in his he1ovea SrE<in rc1ther t'r.>cin ·~ive up his con-

".711. 0 11 he felt thc1 t b is forrr<:::r v ie1•11)oint ha.d heen 

,-·rc'ng, he ria not hesi ta.te to change s i des openly, even though 

this policy ~2s da~Pzing to his reputetion. 4 

1 'T'oursueneff, 2.£.· .9i_t ., :p . 7 . 

') ~rn 1q00, for outspoken opposition to King Alfonso XIII 
2n~ to Primo de ~ivera , UnR~uno was deprived of his position in 
SA1A~8nca end in 19~4 exile~ to the island of Fuerteventura 
( 11 Spc1njsh St-rugglP for E· T'!_epublic, 11 Liter2~ Digest, =-c.y l? , 1930, 
pr . 16-17); 2fter hcivin~ ~een reinstated on the 8dvent of the 
rPnurlic , he 'J'TE,s r1gsin removed l,y the 1·r.,c1ric: e;overnnent for sup­
i:ort of the ""'&scist c1n1se in 193G ( "Sru, }'iguel ce Unarmno," loc . 
cit ., p . ~<57); 2nrl fimdly , a ft er he hcd. beer;. rector f0:r f,oEJe 
months unrler the "<'[isci:=;t eusylices, he ".'E,s reP1oved by r,eneral F.ronco 
for defnncing the Catalonians end t~e ~~sques r~~inst the bccusa­
tjons of ~rner81 ]~llan As tray, guest speaker for 8 Fascist di~ner 
in Sa1c::'°cTICF on ~0I1rr;·rus Dr,y. (Cc!l'leton ~e:0,L,, "Serfo r L~n,:rruno 
Jo2P s rr·;s .Tor , " ?Ta lion, l)Pce,vber 19 , 1936, rip . 74~-7!,4 .) 

3 ~ror 19~4 to 1930. Cf . p. 18, note 2. 

4Urn?rr1nno, as hrs heen shown before , ,;r2s one of tl1e leaders 
of th? 19 30 revolution 2 nr. "78 s rroniner: t in the f orPJP ti on of the 
r:er1J1~lic, for ""riich he E,ctec1 ES a memher of the Constitutional 
Far1ic:1r.ent until he resigneo , c1is?nsted ~c1ith the r;ethods of the 
group (" :Don Vigrn=;l de Unnr.mno, " loc. cit., :p. 5Zl7) . In J9?4 he 
vrc:1 s exj Ji:,.('l hy tt.e Alfoni st sys ten:, hut "les R than r1 0 0 zen years 



Don ~uixote hrd no thou~ht of carin~ for himse lf nor nf 

living for hj_mself; he 1~ras engrossed in his mission .l Unamuno's 

simil2ritv in this res~ect may have heen 8 result, partially at 

11-;ost, of self-drsir..atization ; hut if he received :9uhlicity for 

his exile end his repe,Si ted removB ls fron the Salamanca faculty, 

it was of seconda.ry importance to his aim of tea ch ing and awaken­

ing the people . In a paraphrase of a selection from the Bible, 

Unamuno offered himself in one of his rr:e.ny mystically religious 

:poeiTs: 

'' i ~"iguel ! t ·i 6uel !" Aqu{, Senor, desnudo 
me tienes a tu pie , sa.ntB P:iont:,:n i;J. , . 

, ... r ~ T' . ,.- G roc;.:i uesnuo.~, core zon o.e .SfE rn? . 

'?his s8crifice of 1tiPJself for his people v:vs rut the 

sacri~ice of ~~rthly cowforts ana of the op i nions of ~en hardly 

fit to judge, 1:rncl to 'Lnam.uno such o sacrifice was "'ell repaid by 

L-tAT hP "',:S si(1ing ,.Tith r.ener;.:il l11 r?,.nco :: 6 :::inst t.Le :·c:c'ric' :r·esi· e 
[ 1.·}icri h•1 hF,o h,::,,J.red to est{:_.l'lish J , ,Jnich he c1en,:,1mc"3( rs :on ei1e-
. :/ to c~vilizc1tion . 11 (: 'e,· 'hrl<· Tir'es , ,Tenu2ry ll , 1937 , r . ?.C- , co: .• 
4 . ) After 8 1'rief e,3_r,o1JS8J of tE:ernslue;entr; ' cnuse, Unc;Yl'tnno 
t11rne0 tiC' i'1 to trie r,.overmnent sioP. :,nd spoke <;ui te 'hi ti Prly of 
tlLE' Irn:,,1.irgpnts: 11 I soon rec..lized this str-:.1g0 le , ins;...ire:_1 ~t first 
hy 1:i.(:.J, rriotives , had rc.~idly developed into a ch ss v·c:~r , full of 
horrore , vi thout 1·i ty or generosity of any ~<::ind . 1 o l ess regret­
ful:y to he mentioned is the decre~se in the ~entEl capacity of 
the youth of Spain and their increasing disregrrf for hurnar intel­
Jj_gerce in favor of 2, love of violence and 'orutc,lity . " (Fe'!' York 
T j r,' e ~ , J a nu 2 "'Y 3 , l 9 3 7 , p • 3 3 , c o 1 s • 1 , ? • ) ----

l'T'ourgw=meff, .2.12.• cit ., r,. P . 

:?un2.r.::uno , l)e 7uertev8nturc, p . l~l; cf . r:· . 5:7 , 55-t:6 , 
71-7°; ~Oir8ncero , pr . ~:'i, 69 , l_l'7-JJ9; -r:1 Cristo, p :i s_~r' ; r"ccon:'1-
ir,g t-:i 'lorr,pr!:•-:Te:v-· rro ("·ignel c.e Um1."'1m10, r . l;;)), i H";3 ir in the 
t,·,o Un8 1Tclil2l,le roo1cs of poetry, ?oesi"is' (Tilr,oo : I1-ri11ri~ritE· de 
cl O j r 2 , 1 s:i O ? ) , YJ r1 2 o c; ;:-, r i o d e SOD e t O :3 1 f r i CO S ( }' 2 (1 r i 0 : I~ 11 r P n ta 
.• ., - , , ., 1 1) - - - - --

R J:' c? rJ O J. 2 , ~- . ... • 
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the promi ere of fa.ma imperececi.o~, the opportur1i ty for inmortali ty. 

Here Unamuno was like all philosophers of all times, deeply con­

cerned with the problems of life: el misterio de l~ vide.. (the 

eternal and unanswered questions of life), el ~[£ de la vid.c·. 

(the Calderonian confusion of real life and of dream lire), la 

.£,2Egoua. d.e la vida (the sense of tra.gedy in our existence). His 

' interest in these problems was as much a. pa.rt of his personality 

as an evidence of his philosophical ideas, for Unamuno's person­

ality was an expression of his idevs, and his ideas a product of 

his personality. Life to him, a.s to Don Q.uixo te, wa.s no smooth 

path from the cradle to the grave; it was, inst·ead, disturbed 

frequently by consideration for the difficulties of life, In 

the prologue to§.?-!! :b'fa.nuel Bueno, martir, Unarnuno spoke of the 

cong2..s1~ de la yicla as the s tiroula ti on toward fame in thi a world 

1:1.na immorts,li ty in the next vrnrld: 

Y i no es, en el fondo, este congojoso y glorioso 
problema. de la personalidad el que gu{a. en su em:presa a 
don Q.uijote, el que dijo lo de ' i yo se quien sot!' y 
quiso salva.rla en alas de la fa.ma imperecedora? 

J3oth Una.muno and Don Q.uixote were very interested in this 

~ imperecedo!!!, in the hope for the immortality of their na.mes, 

of their fame, and of their souls.2 Unamuno said he could not 

live without faith in the immorta.lity of his soul; 3 and this pre-

1una.muno, San Manuel Bueno, martir, prologo, :p. 28. 

2 rn chap. iii, the ideas of both Unamuno and Don ~uixote 
concerning irnmortali ty are more fully discussed. 

3 Unamuno, F.nsa.y~, Vol. VII, p. 182. 
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occupation 'Vt!i th the hope of immortality was the basis for much 

of his helief in God and in the afterlife. Religion gives one 

the feeling of the perpetuation of himself, and God is the de­

sire of each person to perpetuate himself in the universe and to 

manifest himself in it.I 

Ia pohre alma ha.mbrienta y sedienta de inmortalidad 
y de resurreccion de su carne, hambrienta y sedienta de 
Dios, d.e Dios-Hombre a lo cristiano, ode Hombre-Dies a 
lo pagano, consume su virginidad maternal en besos y 
abrazos al agonizante eterno.2 

This obse s sion with death and with the necessity to immorte.lize 

oneself gave Unamuno the then.e for his hest work, making him "el 

inquieto filosofo, el hondo pensador cuya prosa ardiente refleja 

el dolor de su alma, la tortura de sus dudas, y su ansia in­

agotable de Dios y la eternidad. 113 

The mysticism which resulted from his preoccupation with 

irnmorta.li ty was the very substance of Una.muno 's spi ritual life 

and one of the chief characteristics of his quixotism. Hie book, 

Del sentim!_ent..Q. t.rsf.gi_rui. d.e.. ~a vida. ~ ;!;9~ hombr~ ~ ~~ !~ E_ue!!_­

!.Q.]., concerns itself in a l a.rge measure with the discussion of 

immortality, and many of .his other works are filled with shorter 

d . . 4 u . / 1scuss1ons. namuno said, "Cuando no se cree me,s que en lR 

·-----
1~., Vol. V, pp. 86-87. 

2 unamuno, Y.: a~onfa del cristianismo, p. 76. 

3Alce la-Galiano, 2R. cit., pp. 256-257. 

4Romera.-}ravarro, Mi~u~l de Una~, pp. 204-205. 
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vida de la carne, ee camina a la muerte." 1 

At times, however, it seems almost that Unamuno must have 

doubted his often expressed beliefs and have lost, for the time, 

his faith, for occasionally he wrote in a very disillusioned and 

pessimistic vein. Usually, however, this feeling was tbe result 

of his thinking of the state of Spain, 2 rather than the result of 

thought of his future life. Unamuno said that Don Q,uixote was 

not a pessimist because he wa.s not vain, nor modern. 3 In this, 

though, the personality of Unamuno did not agree with his inter­

pretation of the personality of Don Quixote, for Unamuno was vain, 

a.s will be shown later. And Don Quixote was no·t always inclined 

to hide his accomplishments, nor was he B.lways an optimist. He 

sometimes became discouraged because the evil forces ehanged ap­

pearances in order to rob him of his glory.4 He grieved that peo­

ple had so little belief in his mission, 5 and he died disillusioned 

and so pessimistic in regs.rd to the future of knight-errantry that 

he counseled Sancho Panza against the further pursuit of chivalric 

adventures.6 Thus the personalities of Don Q,uixote and of Unamuno 

lunamuno, Ensayos, Vol. I, p. 32; Cf. pp. 45, 51; Vol. V, 
p. 52; Amo~~ ped~.2,gfa=rMadrid: Espasa-Calpe, 1934), pp. 181-182, 
184-185, 203-204; Paz~ la ~~~rra (3a ed.; Madrid: Renacimiento, 
1931), pp. 290, 31~; Re.£.!!erdo~, pp. 22-24. 

2 unarnuno, Ensay:os, Vol. V, pp. 144, 203-205; Roma.ncero,. 
pp. 5-6, 20, 26, 33, 105-106; De Fuerteventurai pp. 8-9, 23, 24, 
27, 46, 54. 

3unarnuno, Del sentirr.dento tragico, pp. 316-31?. 

4cervantes, .2.E.• cit., pp. 60, 127; Unamuno, ~£!don 
~uijot~, pp. 81-82. 

2?-30. 
5cervantes, .2.£• cit., pp. 31-35; Una.muno, ~· cit., pp. 

6 Cervantes, .£.E• cit., pp. 813-4; Unamuno, op. ci!_., pp. 311e 
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were similar in their sensitivity to discouragement. 

In his poetry, Unamuno was frequently pessimistic, por­

traying life as composed of tears, signs, and shadows and permeated 

l with tragedy; for since man discovered death and has no peace for 

fear of death, 

es para siempre su maldita suerte 
pagar su deuda por haber nacido.2 

Unamuno in this was again typical of his country, for Spain has 
3 

sad literature, a sad youth, and sad thoughts of death. Even 

the religion of Spain is sad, worshiping the Christ in his most 

- t ,/ tragic role: "El Cristo espanol •••• es a siempre en su papel 

t / . / ,/ 
ragico: ja.mas baja de la cruz donde, cadaverico, extiende sus 

brazos y alarga sus piernas cubiertas de sangre. 114 All the :peo­

ple seek for happiness and, failing to find it, become pessimis­

t! C • 

No dejaba de buscarse la felicidad; sin encontrarla 
ni en la riqueza, ni el saber, ni en el poder[o, ni en 
el goce; ni en la resignacion, ni en la buena gonciencia 
moral, ni en la cultura. Y vino el pesimismo. 

Hor are pessimism and optimism the only opposing char-

---
luna.muno, Romancero, p. 81; Cf. pp. 37, 139. 

2·unamuno, De E!!erteventura., p. 74. 
3 

Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VIII, pp. 170-172. 

4unamuno, Por tierras de Portugal~ de ~pana (Madrid: 
Renacimiento, 1930-y-;-p . 61. ~ ~ 

5unamuno, Del sentimiento 1ra'~ico, p. 292. 
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acteristics of quixotism which tend to add to the sense of trag­

edy a.nd agony of life. Both Unamuno and Don Quixote were fre­

quently inconsistent in other ma.tters, finding peace in the inter­

minable battle for fame a.nd disquietude in the peace of retire-

ment. 

,,, 
En el seno de la paz verdadera. y honda. es donde solo 

se comprende y justifica la guerra; es donde se hace 
ee.grEtdoe vo to s de guerrear por la verdad, uni co con sue lo 
eterno; e§ donde se propane reducir a santo trabajo la 
guerra. No fuera de ests., sino dentro de ella, en su seno 
mismo, ha.y que buscar la paz; paz en la guerra misma.l 

'Both Una.rnuno and Don Q,uixote enjoyed such rhetorical devices as 

the play apon words above illustrated, the balancing of meaning 

in a sentence, the use of contradictions to attract the atten­

tion of their hearers or readers. 

These contradictions vrere not merely rhetorical devices, 

however, but the result of doubt and questioning in the minds of 

the knight ana of the philosopher. All of life is filled with 

contradictions, at least apparent contradictions.2 These help 

to ma.ke the mystery of life. 

For this reason, Unamuno did not change his works when 

he republished them, although his ideas had developed in the 

meantime, a.nd although he had found flagrant errors. "Los dejo, 

pues, tales y como salieron de mi pluma en distintos periodos 

lunamuno, Paz~ la guer~, :p. 329. 

2unamuno, Del sentimiento ~~£gico, p. 290; Niebla (ni~) 
{}fadri d: Espasa-Calpe, 1935) -;""'"p:" 28?; Romera-Navarro, Miguel de 
!I~~!!.?., p • 4 5 • 
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de mi vida mental y con las {ntimas contradicciones a ello in­

herentes. Nova 61 que hoy soy yo a corregir al que fu!. 111 He 

let his thoughts lead him as Don Quixote allowed Rocinante to de­

cide his pa.th. 2 One critic points out that Don Quixote himself, 

No es lirre de variar de op1n1ones, y la firmeza de su 
ser mortal da fuerza y grandeza notables a sus ideas, a sus 
palabra s ya toda su persona, a despecho de las humillantes 
y grotescas situaciones en que cae constantemente.3 

The opinions of Don ~uixote and of Unamuno had to vary 

a ccording to the amount and type of experiences each had had. In 

lives of a ction such as these two led, there had to be certain 

para doxes: reason opposed to faith, life to death, solitude to 

mu l titude, country to city, battle to peace, universality to sin­

gula rity. And Unamuno lived them all "plena y tragicamente, como 

mny pocos. 114 Jlany of these paradoxes were no more than new points 

of view--perhaps more nearly exact than the currently accepted 

ones. 5 

This paraaoxi cal professor6 ·wa.s no simple man with simple 

lunarrmno, Ense,yos, Vol. I (vrritten from 1894 to 1911, and 
pub lished in 1916), pl 11; Vol. v, pp. 137, 183, 19?; Vol. VI, p. 
171; ~ Fuerte~tura., pp. 9, 83-84, 128. 

p. 16. 
2 una.muno, Ensayos, Vol. V, p. 127; Contra esto y_ ~uello, 

3m ~r . t 10 , ourguene J. , 2.£• S:1:_., p. • 

4 M. C. 3ernardete, "J?'ersonali dad e indi vi dua.li de d en Una-
mun " P • t H · / · ~ ~ d O + b J 9 3 4 3 .1 f u o, ,,e!~ 1SE_8TI1Ca J' :O erna, CvO ,er, . , p. -; C • p. 28. 

5Romera-Navarro, :Migue~ de Unamuno, ,.P• 45; Andres Gonza'lez­
Bla1;co, Los g,rama turgos espafi"ol~~ contem;por~~ (Ya.lencia: Edi­
torial Cervantes, 1918?), p. 243. 

6Alcalci-Galia.no, op.~., p. 253; Unamuno, El herm~ ~!.'!, 
p. 150. 
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thoughts. Re was a learned man who did not want the title of 

sage, 1 an egotist who wanted to be portrayed as a social thinker, 2 

a furious libelist3 who was regarded as the savioux of his peo­

ple,4 e.n author who ma de himself the chief character in his own 

works. 5 He was a loqu a~ious person, fond of talking wi"t:th his 

friends, 6 but loving solitude also. 7 He was a passionate person, 

responding intensely to every situation, d.ra.mE .. tizing himself as 

the chief actor. 8 

I.ike his predecessor, Don Q.uixote, Unamuno dramatized his 

misfortunes. Just a s Don Q,uixote was a.ngered because the lion 

would not come out of the cage and fight with him and thus robbed 

9 him of his deserved gJ.ory, so Unamuno, instead of being glad 

when his sentence to imprisonrient was not carried out10 and his 

lunamuno, Ensayos, Vol. I, p. 19; Vol. VI, p. 18; Vol. 
VII, p. ?03. 

2starkie, " Modern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 91. 

3 Alea.la-Galiano, ~· cit., pp. 256-257. 

4~., p. 249. 

5 Jose F. lfontesinos, " ]~uerte y vida de Unamuno," Hora de 
Espana, April, 1937, p. 11; J. Padin, "El concepto de lo real en 
las l'.iitimas novelas de Unamuno," Hispan~, XI (1928), p. 421. 

6 Rornere,-}Tavarro, 1U5uel de Unamuno, p. 16. 

7unamuno, Ensaios, Vol. VI, pp. 69-70. 

81riontesinas, loc. £!!., p. 11. 

9 cervantes, 2.E.• ill•, Pt. II, chap. xvii; Unamuno, Vida 
de £2.!l R,uijote, pp. 188-190. -

lOp,alseiro, loo • .£1.!., p. 648. 
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semi-exile ")',ra,s lifted by the king, 1 felt deprived of his martyr­

dom.2 The pardon removed the idea of conflict, the feeling of 

drama, the assurance of a public. The entire history of his exile 

is one of self-dramatization. The experience gave him a wealth 

of material for sonorous and mournful poetry concerning pis trials, 
3 

exaggerating the insult to his honor and the danger to his life. 

,Vh.ether this self-dramatization was entirely conscious or 

not, the effects of it are constf1ntly seen in Unamuno 's life. It 

was the drama of politics, as much as the desire to free his op­

pressed people, which led him into the field of governmental ha­

rangues. It was partially a result of his imagination--his con­

ceiving himself the hero of a dangerous adventure which was really 

the day dream of his true experience. It was partly due also to 

his seriousness, his interpretation of minor details as of vast 

importa,nce. 

Even his imitation of Don Q.uixote had something of the 

~ramatic for a background, for this Don Q.uixote wa.s the best 

known of Spanish heroes, 4 a.nd Unamuno would have none but the best 

1 Ibid., p. 653; "Don Miguel de Unamuno," loc. cit., p. 537; 
Curtius, loc. cit., p. 325. 

2starkie, "Personalties," loc. cit., p. 61. 

3A. del R{o, "1tiguel de Unamuno: Vida y obr&, 11 Revista 
His1;aniq_~ ~~' October, 1934, p. 13; Unamuno, De E.!!erteventura, 
pp • 8, 9 , 7 0 , 10 3 • 

4Ruth Teel, "The Influence of Don ,iuixote on the Eight­
eenth Century J\'OVel," (Unpublished Ha.ster's Thesis, Graduate Divi­
sion, Department of English, Texa.s State College for 'tfornen, 1931) , 
p. 1. 
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for his model. For him it was better to lie thought crazy than 

to be ignored, and his im.agina.tion ga.ve to the idea of insanity 

a halo not usually seen there. He faced ridicule serenely, 1 per­

haps because of his stated belief that the one ridiculing showed 
,, 

himself less sane and progressive than the one ridiculed.~ He 

appreciateo the titles of 1:.£.£2. ano. solitario, because he believed 

that all great things are accomplished by those whom the world 

classes in this manner. 3 Fe did not wait for the world to recog­

nize him as quixotic, but said himself that he Yv'ho defends Q,uix-

o te is quixotic. 4 I:i s defense of 1iuixo te was really self-drama­

ti zation in that he defended and exalted himself at the same time. 

Vi9 poetry also is dramatic, 5 and the intensified ele­

ment of imagination here intensifies the effect. His great sensi-
6 

tiveness and his rich imagination make him an outstanding poet. 

In his prose, Unamuno dramatically used many exclamations 

and rhetorical questions. He once said that many Spanish writers 

are orators in writing, 7 and in so saying he gave a good descrip­

tion of his own style. In this also he is like Don Q,uixote, for 

lBalseiro, loc. cit., p. 646; Romera-Navarro, A~iguel de 
Qnamuno, p. 15. ~ 

2unamuno, Vida de don ~uijo~, pp. 273-275. 

31bi d ., pp. 18-19. 

4st?.rkie, "Modern Don 1.uixote," loc.__si,t., p. 98. 

5 Romera..-Navarro, }Jriguel de :g:n~™' p. 146. 

6~., pp. 165-166. 

7 Unamuno, Ensa.~2..:2,, Vol. III, p. 93. 
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the knight-errant imitated the most dramatic passages of the books 

of chivalry in his discourses on chivalry and in his monologues . 

In the prologues to his verious novels, Unarnuno showed his 

fondness for talk. These prologues {sometimes called epilogues1 ) 

demonstrate also how seriously Unamuno took himself and his ideas. 

His ~orks were perpetual soliloquies, 2 and his life was an inter­

minable auto-dialogue. 3 

Unamuno was an egotist, an individualist who was never in 
4 

doubt as to his mission or himself. He built his world of fan-

tasy around his own individuality . 5 He wrote many of his works 

in the first person and defended the practice upon the basis of 
6 the gre2.ter intimacy between the author e.nd the rea.der; and he 

entered into other works with parenthetical cornP.1ents or philoso­

phical discussions of the characters or of the ideas. ';Yhen 

Angela Carballino said no one would understand her brother's 

state of faith, Unamuno commented: 

i ,. / - ;' / 
N les habr1a creido, anado yo. Habr1an cre1do a sus 
obras y no a sus palebras, porque las palabras no sirven 
para apoyar las obras, sino que las obras se bastan ••••• 
No hay mis confesion que la conducta. Ni ~abe el pueblo 
que cosa es fe, ni a.ca so le importa mucho. 

1unamuno, ~l hermano ~' p. 9. 

2J,"ontesinos, !£.£• cit., p. 12. 

3Palseiro, !£.£• ~., p. 654. 

4UnF-irnuno, Recuerdos, p. iii; cf. the discussion of indi-
viduality in ~nsayos, Vol. IV, pp. 65-86. 

5starkie, "I,!ooern Don q,uixote, " loc • .£.i.i•, p. 91. 

6unamuno, Ensayos, Yol. III, :pp. 65-66; Vol. v, p. 129. 

7unamuno, ~ Manuel Pueno, ~artir, ep{logo. 
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As Don Q.uixote thought and t2.lked about the manner in 

1 which future authors would speak of him as gree.t, so Unamuno 

spoke of hie own works as brilliant and profound .2 

; •••• Que artista pierde Espana 
cuando llegue yo a faltari 0 

This egoti sm a.nd conceit 1nay have been the result of his 

desire to shock the people, for, as Romera-Navarro said: "Se ha 

hecho homhre, y aun grande hombre, sin dejar de ser nino; a veces, 

algo travieso." 4 In a moment of modesty , Unamuno stated his own 

ah1Jities: "Pu.es no presume ni de erud1to, ni .de investigador, 

ni de sabio, ni de pensador siquiera, yo que presume de bas tantes 

cosas, y entre ellas de ser un buen catedratico de lengua griega. 115 

One can forgive Unamuno his conceit when he remembers 

that TTnamuno sacrificed the good opinion of his contemporaries to 

be able to shock theM fron: their ~ia .• 6 To awaken his fellow-

------- -~-----------
lcerva.ntes, 2.£, £i"t,:., pp. ?.6-27 Unamuno, Vida de don 

Quijote, pp. 16-17. 

2unamuno, JU ~IJej o c e la mu erte (1/'adri cl : Compa.n{a Ibero­
Ameri ca.13.a de rub1icaciones, J.930;, p. 157; Tre~ novelas eje!!},Et§.:rn 
Y:._ illl l?.!,Ologo (11:a.drid: ::::spasa-Cal:pe, 1931)..-, pp. 9, 14; De Ti'ueE.k­
ventu~, pp. 104-105; Del ~tirrtlento trag!£.£, p. ?92.--

3unamuno, RomanceE£, p. 108. 

4 Romera-Wava.rro, Yisuel de~™' p. 13. 

5 una.muno, Ensayos, Vol. VII, p. 195. 

6cf. discussion of all literary activities in this direc­
tion r1y D. Y. Arjona, 11 Ls vo lun te.d and abulia. in Con tempera ry 
Spanish Ideology," RevueHispanique, LUIVTI928), pp. 373-672. 
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countrymen, he stated his ideas passionately, intensely, with­

out 2dmitting that he might be mista.ken . 1 Ee gave his ideas 

emphasis by the use of Ilaradoxes, hyperbole, and para.bles.2 He 

was t=m a.rdent republican3 ah-rays working for a dramatic effect. 

These effects were helped by the constant use of medie­

valism, for Unamuno felt that his soul and that of his country 

were medieval. 4 He was opposed to the spirit called the modern 

European spirit, 5 although he would destroy all traditions which 
6 

are not consistent with present beliefs. Ee enjoyed the life 

at Hendays7 because it was a sort of feudal existence, 8 he wrote 

of old castles and traditions, 9 and he read the· diaries of the 

medieval monks. 10 11 Vuelvo mi pensa.miento atras, a tiempos que 

fueron, y evoco el recuerdo de nuestros grandee m{sticos que 

f 1 • 1 t ~ h b d ' / II 11 .. orec1eron a a vez que nues ros granQes om res e acc1on, 

1.rose J.irar:fa Salaverr1a, Nuevos Retratos (l,'."adrid: Rena­
cimiento, 1930), p . 70; Unamuno, Vida de do~ Quijote, p. 10; 
Ensayos, Vol. VII, pp. 160, 181, 183. 

2 Ihis_., p. 76. 

3New York Ti n:es , 1'1ay 2, J.930, p. 20, col. 6. 

4 starkie, "Personalities," loc. cit., p. 51; Unamuno, 
Yi£.£.£~ QOn ~!!_!jote, p. 1. ~ 

5unamuno, ;!):!}_sayos, Vol. VII, p. 162. 

6 Ihi ~., pp . 33-34. 

7 rn France , not far from the Spanish harder. Unamuno 
spent most of his semi-exile there. 

8starkie, "Uodern Don Quixote," lac. cit., p. 92. 

9 unamuno, Tres novelas ejem;plares, pp. 105-106; De Fuer­
teventur~, pp. 75-76; Recuerd.2E_, pp. 5, 32. 

10unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. V, p. 138. 

11!ill., p. 142. 



40 

said Unamuno , expressing also the desire of Don Q,uixo te , v,ho 

felt that the days of chivalry were the best and the most glori­

ous in Spanish history. 1 

It was as much t he romance of the medieval ages Eis the 

stci.te of society at that time whi ch appealed to Unamuno,· just z.s 

it was the romance of chivalry as much as the accomplishments 

of the knights which appealed to Don Quixote. Both of these men 

1.1'.rere impressionahle , responding to nature , to books , and to peo­

ple . Like Don Q,uixote, v.rho spent sorr:e time in the mountains 

communing with hir: 1seJ.f, 2 Unamuno interpreted nature as reflecting 

his own moods . Sspecially is this true of his ~ictures of the 

see, v:hi ch sho,red him a ne,;i' face of God and a. new fa.ce of Spain , 

giving him new roots of Christianity and patriotism. 3 In his 

various descriptive writi ngs , especia .. lly his books Anda.nzas 1,. 

visiones ~:=3;eanola.s, De Fuerteventura ~ Par(~, ;Q.£ mi pa{§_, 4 P9! 

1ierras de Portugal 1,. g~ Esp~na , and RO~££.£!£ del d~stietr£, 5 

he showed that the study of nature could teRch him more than 

the study o~ hooks6--that to understand the psychology of a peo-

, t k th 1 ~ h. h d . t 7 p.,_e one mus now e a nv w 1c pro uces 1 • He summarized 

--------·------
lcerva.n te s , £1?.• cit. , p. 27; Unarnuno, Vida. de don Qui.jot~, 

p. 19. 

2cerva.ntes, ££• cit., chaps . xxiii-xxix. 

3 Unamuno, De Fuerteventura, pp. 117-118; Por tierras, pp. 
285-296, :passim. 

41radrid: Librer{a de Fernando fe, 1903. 

5 There are also many essays devoted to nature and many 
brief descriptions included in oth~r works. 

6unamuno, For tierras, p. 289. 

7~., p. 97. 
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the influence of nature in the following selection: 

Olvidase del curso fatal de las horas, y, en un in­
s ta,n te que no pa.sa, eterno, inmovi 1, e i ente en la con­
templaci 6n del inmenso panorama la hondura. del mundo, la. 
continuidad, J.a unidad, la resignacion de sus miembros, 
y aye la cancion silenciosa del alma de las cosas desa­
rrollarse en el a.rmo'nico espacio y el melodico tiempo.l 

Unamuno admitted several times in the history of his 

exile (De E~_teventura ~ Par{s) that he did not fully appre­

ciate the 'beauty and majesty of Spa.in until he was absent from 

the familiar scenes. It was then that his patriotism reached a 

pea.k equivalent to that of Don Q.uixote. 2 His ft;1.rewell to Spain 

was a pra.yer, for he associated Spain always with the Deity. 

Adios, mi Di OS, el de mi ];spa.na, 3 
Adios, mi Espar1a, la de mi Dias. 

"!'his patriotism, both sentimental and intellectual, 4 was 

intense because it sprang from an intense soul, Neither Unarnuno 

nor Don Q,nixote could respond quietly and calmly--the emotion of 

ea.ch we s a driving forde not to be ignored by contemporaries. 

P·ecause of his pa.triotism, Don Q,uixote became the symbol of chiv­

alry a.nd the embodiment of the nobleza in Spain. 5 Because of his 
--------- ,w _ __ _ 

de don 

1unamuno, Paz~ la gue~, p. 326. 

2 cervantes, ~· cit., pp. 434-437, Eassim; Unamuno, ~ 
Quij_ote, pp. 18-19, ~assim. 

3 unarmno, Romancero, p. ?5; cf, pp. 29,30; De Fuerte-
~ntura, pp. 9, 53-;-11~?2. 

4 -Unamuno, Ensa.yC?_s., Vol. VI, :p. 135. 

5st k. ''P 1·t· 11 1 ·t 56 . ar ie, · .ersona 1 ies, --2.£• .21:.._., p. • 
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patriotism, Unamuno became the living symbol of esEa.'rlolidad, 1 

traditional Spain. 2 Such staunch devotion to one's country would 

necessarily have its effect upon the history and development of 

the people, and it was the chief desire of Unamuno, as much as of 

Don ~uixote, to influence, even to command, the people.3. He 

preached "a todos los vientos la necesidad de una vigorizaci6n 
/ 
etica y religiosa que levantase y regenerase el alma de los espa-

noles.114 

It was perhaps this struggle to awaken his fellow Span­

iards which caused Unamuno to be attracted to Don ~uixote, the simi­

lar warrior of another age. Both men had the sa:me mission: "Por 

amor hacia mi projimo trato de hacerlo a mi imagen y semejanza; 

por amor am{, trata mi projimo de hacerme a SU imagen y seme­

janza.tt5 Not only should the individual, according to Una.muno, 

impose his spirit on his neighbor, but each section of the coun-

try should attempt to bring the other sections to a better 

understanding, even to an adoption, of its manner of thlnking. 

Only by this will Spain progress and become known for its Span-

ish characteristics6 rather than for those Castillian peculi­

arities which are now regarded by the world in general as Span-

ldel R{o, 2.E• £.ti., p. 12. 

2starkie, "Modern Don Quixote," 12£• cit., p. 88. 

3 um:i.muno, ~nsayos, Vol. VI, p. 19. 

4salaverrfa, 2.E• £.!..!., p. 81. 

5unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VI, p. 156. 

61.!:1.£., p. 143. 
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ish. 1 

Don Quixote had much the same idea, for did he not try 

to persuade Sancho Panza to take up the manner of the days of 

chivslry, 2 e1,nd did he not attempt to convince others whom he met 

of the justness of his mission? 3 

In his attempt to mould his neighbors in his own i!Ilage, 

and his country in his own ideals, Unamuno encountered some op­

position. In favor as he was of the changes upon which progress 

4 depends, he actively comha.tted by speeches and in writing the 

power of the king who, being Austrian rather than Spanish, of­

fended the ps.triotic sense of fitness of Unamuno. 5 

Fe was an ardent republican in the days of a monarchy, 
6 

just as Don 1uixote was a republican and a ~ller.9. ~da.nt~ in 

the days of feudal goYernment and of sordid realism. Unamuno 

i'.rishecl to destroy in order to build anev1, for death is necessary 

for progress, anc1 social reorganization must precede new ideas. 7 

ve rrea ched civil war in 1905, 8 in 1930, 9 and in 1936, 10 nor was 

p. 7. 

11.£!.1., p. 139. 

2 cervantes, ££.• cit., pp. 56-58. 

3rbia., pp. ?7-82. 

4 Una.muno, Ensa~, Vol. VI, pp. 171-172. 

5:l'Tev, York Iimes, lJay ?4, 1930, Pt. V, p. 4; July 13, 1930, 

6~., Yay 2, 1930, p. 20, col. 6. 

?TT • t uns.muno, ££• SL•, p. 174. 

8 rbid., p. 131. 

9New York Times, 19?9-1930. 

10~., 1935-1937. 
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he entirely silent in the tirne intervening. 1 At other times he 

wes depressed by the state of Spain and tried more peaceably to 

effect a change . Fis poetry was inspired by the sadness of Spain 

&nd 'by the she.dews on her development . He was pessimistic in 

these poems rieca.use he felt that all his attempts to regenerate 

Spain had failed .~ 

Unarmno identified his love of Spain wi t h his 2dmi r ation 

of Don Q,uixote, ,,,rho died sane with disay:,:pointment : 

Tu evangelic, mi senor don Quijote, 
al pecho de tu pueblo cual venablo 
lFJ.nce, y el muy bellaco en el esta.blo 
s igue lami endo el nwngo de su azo te. 

y pues que en e l no hay de tu seso un bro te' 
me vuelvo a los gentiles y les hablo 
tus hazanas , haciendo de San Pablo 
de tu fe, ya, que as{ me toca en J.ote . 

Fe de salvc1.r el alma de mi Espana , 
er:;penada en hundi rse en el abi smo 
con su b.:;;:rca. , pues toma por cucana 

lo aue es rn.2sste , y lleva.ndo tu bau ti smo 
4 / ~ a~ hurlas de pa,sion a gente extrana 

forjere universal el Q.Uijotismo . 3 

There was for hir1:. no happiness except in that of his country, for 

~11 his hopes were interlaced with his hopes for her development . 

This singleness of t hought and of purpose which is the 

basic characteristic of the idealis~ of quixoti sm evidently was 

------------
1 :Ba.ls e i r o , 1 o £. c i t • , pp • 6 5 0 - 6 5 3 • 

2una.muno , :!i.omancero, pp. 5-6 , 11-13, ?6 , 99 -100 , 101-103, 
105-106 , etc.; De Fuerteventure, , pp . 29, 80, 141-14?, etc.; Del 
sentimiento tragico, p . 310. 

3unarr:tmo , ;Q~ 22.~~!~, pp . 4i- 41. 
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ty:;_::i c2 l of Un2 r-mno frori 8 very early age , for the f or ma ti on of 

hj_s civil conscience is said to date f1·om the b ombardment of Bi l­

l 
bao by the Carlist1; in 1874 when he was but ten yea rs of age . 

'This philosopher wrote of his birth a s follows: "Aunque 

no r,p c~cuerro de haher na.cido , se, sin emba rgo, por tradicion y 

documentos fehacientes que necl en Bilbao , el 29 de Setiembre de 

1864 . 112 Like Don Quixote, he he.d h very brief childhood, 3 dur-

ing v1hi ch there were r1any influences which show e d in his wo r ks : 

the death of his father in 1870 4 leaving him from early childho od 

to the sole care of his mother , which may he the resson for t he 

predomin~nce of maternal importanc e in the novels; the over-hear­

ing of a conversation in "un i di oma. para m{ misterioso" (French) 

\•vhich a:walrened his fin=it knowledge of snd interest in the mystery 

of language ;5 the attendance of school during his early years in 

"Un c1ntiguo C8Seron, 116 which ma.y have first imbued the medieva.l 

spirit in his intelligence; eRrly fights with his companions 

which ,~,ere prophetic of his l a.ter po li ti cal career; 7 the bomriard ­

ment of ~ilhao hy the Carlists, during which he end his compan­

ions :picke<l up nomhs, still smoking, to throvr at abando ned stores~ 

-------·---·--·---
1 de 1 Rio , 2.£. c i t. , p. l?. 

2 TT , unarriuno , ~ecuerdos, p . 1. 

3 · 37 r,onzalRz-Buano, £~· .22:J.., P• • 

4 Urn'muno, ~ecuerclos , p. 1. 

5IJ2io., p. 2. 

61.lli·' p. 5. 
7 unc1muno, necuerdoe~ p. 10. 

enorriera-JTsvrrro, }fi~i.l de Unamuno, p . 7. 
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which ma.y have led to his later disrespect for lavr; the early in­

struction of priests end other church people, 1 which probably 

caused the development of his attitude toward religion; the abnor-
2 

r:tal amount of reading during his academic years ·which gave him 

his appreciation of the literature of his and other countiies and 

gB.ve him Blso his first acquaintance with Don Q,uixote; the bril­

liance of his school career3 which inspired him to become a pro­

fessor; and his vacations in the country where he learned to ap-

. 4 prec1ate nature . 

1,:rention has alrer:;dy been made of his :political ca.reer and 

of its effect upon his profession as a member of the faculty of 
I:; 

Salamanca.'"' In 1891, he gained the chair of Greek Language and 

Ii terature in the Uni vend ty, 6 and in 1901 he ·was made rector, 7 a 

position he held intermi t.tently (when he was in fa,vor of the gov­

ernment in power} until just before his death in 1936. 8 He did 

not devote himself solely to te&ching Greek in the Vniversity, 

for his poJ.i ti cal propaganda was most enthusiastice.lly received 

lunamuno, 2.E• cit., pp. 21, 31, 46. 

2Gonz£lez-Ruano, 2£• ci!,, p. 24. 

3unamuno, .2..£• cit., pp. 33, 46. 

4~., pp. 38-39. 

5 Ante., p. 26, note?. 

6a.el Rfo, loc. ci,!.., p. m2. 
711 non J,Tiguel de Unamuno," loc. cit. , :p. 537. 

8Ante., p. 26, note 2. 
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by the students.I 

Una mum"' ' s personal publicity as a. repul)li can socialist 
i) 

eclipses his hooks,~ and most Spaniards know him best for his 

1 ·t· , t' ·t· 3 po_._1 1crL~ 2c ,1v1 1.es. All his political cereer was quixotic , 

fighting for ideals against great opposition; and his private 

life was quixotic, in his devotion and faithfulness to Concha, 

his ,•ri fe, 4 and in his atterrpts to assure hiu·self of immortality 

through his influence , his books , and his children. 5 

However, he vdll be remembered by future stnnents n:ost 

for his literary work . In his writings, quixot~srn develops from 

the mere reference to Don Quixote in De mi pa{ s (written at the 

age of twenty-one, 'hut not pur,lishecl until 1903) to the rich 

quixotisri of 7ia2 £~ £2.J:}. .~)?:_ijote y_ Sancho ~egun 1'"1guel de Q.~­

~nt~ ~~ (1905) snd of Del sentimiento tragi£9_ de la vida 

en los hombres y_ ~ los ~ueblos (1913). In ~bel S~gche~ (1917), 6 

in !.~ ,ii 8 Tula ( 19? 1) , and I.a ££?.n(a sl~l _£Eis _!iani smo (first pub­

lished in French in 19~5, f•nd in Spanish in 1931), Unamuno re o,ched 

the ne2k of exaggerated nuixotism, possihly hec8use of his politi-__ , ___________________ _ 
1 

Alcala'-Galiano, 2.£• cit., p. ?.50; "Spani!'lh Struggle for 
8 "<er,t1hlic," loc. £.!.l., :p. 16; ?2,lseiro, loc . cit., p. 656. 

2Al 1 .,. ,.. 1 · ca a-,,1:L,_lf'tno , .2.l:.• ci!., p. 251. 

31J2.g., :p. ?AB . 

4 / 
Gonzalez-~uano, ££• cit., p . 57. 

5Alcalc<-~aliano, ££• ci!., p. ?52. 

6Abel Senchez: l!~ historia de vasi6n (H8.drid: Rena­
cin;i ento, 1917T: 
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cal disquietude of tha t period . In his last novel, so far as 

the investigator knows, San T<fanuel "Pueno, m6rtir, y:_ tres historias 

/ ' ' . t . h ' 1 t d . tl rl ' • 1 t 1 ~, Gls qtnxo .ism. e.ci )een empere _ w1 1 peece c:n_ n1s ... c:s wor cs 

slio1"ed tho.the, 1.il·e :Don ':),uixote, ,,vas hecor,,jn5 s1=me . This does 

not r'e8n that the novel is not quixotic--i t is one of the finest 

exavpleA of ~uixotism, revealing the growth of faith of the author: 

~ey un tono de serieded que hace pensar que el alma 
de Unammo vri llegEmclo, sin r,erder ninguna de las cuali­
~a ~ es de su gr~n terrperarnento, a adquirir el reposo, la 
paz, la claridad d~ sabe r absolute que late come anhelo 
sie~rr~ vivo en ef fondo de toda su obra hecha esencial­
mente o.e combate. 

Don ~uixote found peace, though through disillusion, in 

his last days and set the example for quixotism in his calm ac­

ceptance of death. Unamuno, however,took new strength from San­

cho's quixotic f~n·vor, and fought until his c'lea th on December 31, 

1936, fr on a ~lood clot on the brain. 2 Even in his l2st months , 

there were contrrdictions , chAnging of support in the Revolution , 

fight1ng for ~rrh:st he thought was the good of his people . J:e died 

a Don ·~uixote, not f-ln Alonso -:-luijano . 

"Sieri-::9re (]Ue hac{a, fc1lta poner ejemplo de VE:ron sahio y 

eje~plRr, de puridad y aislamiento, de ~uijotesca lndipendencia, 

en suma, yo cito'ha a don Viguel de Umi.n~uno . 11 3 Such is the view­

point of 8 st,irlent of Spanish literct11re cil1C cultP_re . Fut even 

--------------~----
1a 1 '.) "" 1 · t e~. 10, ....2£.•£._•, pp . 17-18. 
I'.) 
-"Dece 31," 7ilson Pulletin, XI (1937) , p. 358. 

3 c ,,...., T"'\ • t 17 .r OilZB-L':" Z - --uano ' 212.· .21:.._.' p. • 
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the vul~, the common people, considered Unamuno as a "sabio­

desequilibrado come su modelo, don ~uijote, por exceso de lectu­

ras. nl 

·-------------·--- ,------
lAl / · cala-Caliano, 2.E• £!!•, p. ~50. 



CHAPTER III 

Q,UIX:OTIG IDEAS s1rzJ'TJ:f IN UHA1';(.J}TO' S LD?B AFD 1VORKB 

Like Don .q,uixo te, Yiguel c'l e Unamuno wci s mo re interested 

in the spirit of a man than in his icleas, 1 for he believed pro­

gress is of men rather than of ioeas or sentiments.2 He believed 

man is consistent, with some small variations; but ideas change 

3 8ccording to the man using a.nd :possessing them, and an idea be-

conies the property of the man who develops it. 11 :rn que calienta 

las ideas en el foco de su coraz6n es quien de veras se las hace 

' 1 1 "' prop1as; a.-1..1.1, en ese ssgrado fogon, las quema y consume, come 

Therefore, he fought not for the ·icleas, but for coMhustible !"4 

the spirit; 5 and being a Spaniard, 6 he followed the person of Don 

?,uixo te ra.ther than his ideas. 

However, many of the idea.s of the caballero and~te of 

the seventeenth century and those of "nuestro caballero andante117 

coincide in material as well as in vehemence of belief and ex­

pression. lfuamuno too would fight against thieves and liars and 

fools, 8 _fearing nothing that man could give, not even ridicule. 9 

1 

11?; 
Unamuno, Ensay23i, Vol. II, pp. 208, 218; Vol. IV, pp. 109-

Vol. VI, p:p. 34-35; Vol. VII, pp. 57, 91, 

4, 1?, 

21!22-..£.., Vol. IV, p. 99. 

3 .1£l£. J Vol. IV, pp. 99-100. 

4 Ibid., Vol. II, p. 204. -
5 Romera-JITa.varro, Jr.Jguel de Unam~, p. 79. 

6unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, p. 89. 

71:1.omera-r-avarro, £12.• cit., p. 15, 

8 
Unamuno, Vida de £212 ~uijot~, p. 7. 

p. 15; Una.mun o , .2.l?.. c i t. , pp. 

50 
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Re beca~e, in his life 2s well as in his works, a quixotic soul 

inspired by the love of truth and sincerity, by the desire for 

immorta.lity, and by the mystery of our r,ersonal destiny . 1 Those 

who finr. these ideas different from the &ccepted ones rr,ust remem­

ber that the ideas fit theMselves to the mind in which they coroe 

to live . Those ,rho consider either Don Q,uixote or Unamuno as in­

sane shoul~ think of Sancho's judgment of Don 1uixote as not 

"loco, sino atrevido ." ~ 

The consideration which his neighbor lws for hirn should 

re of interest to every person, and. neither Un2,rriuno nor Don Quix­

ote ignored the opinion of his fellow-men. Certainly the two were 

not particularly influenced by what the world thought, but they 
'1'. 

atterrr,ted to convince the vJOrld of their manner of thinking . 0 The 

re lei ti on of 'l:lan to his neighhor was an interesting and. an impor­

tr.,nt study for both Cm.,muno c't.nd Don ·~uixote. lhwrnuno's periodicc.l 

writings 4 (as well as others of his works) ~ere free from any 

:party I:Oli tics for ma.ny years, designed rather to point out the 

evils and abuses under which individuals and the nation were suf-

f . 5 
er1ng even as :Oon Q.uixote's mission was to relieve the oppressed, 

------~---------------~~~--~~ 
1 Romera-Navarro, £.l2.• .£i!., pp . 204-?05 . 

p. 34. 
2 cervantes, ££.• cit., p. 496; cf. Benerdete, lo.£. cit., 

3~ ., pp. 4?-43. 

41~ny of these works are not available . Certain unAdited 
v,orks , many articles published et various times during Unariuno's 
long C8reer, and his letters have not been collectPd and given to 
the pu'hlic . (1":ontesinos , .l.2.£• cit., p. 12 .) 

. t - 0 212.. .£2:__ . ' lJ • .;, • 
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punish the evil, and bring fame to himself for his great deeds. 

En efeto [efecto] , rematado ya su juicio, vino a dar en 
el mPS extra.no pensamiento que jamas dio [ dio J loco en el 
mundo, y fue Cfue ] que le parecio convenible y necesario, as{ 
para el aumento de su honra como para el servicio de su 
repliblica, hacerse caballero andante, y irse por todo el mundo 
con sus armas y cabal lo a buscar las aventuras ya ejercitarse 

~ r / en todo aquello que el hab1a le1do que los ca.halleros andantes 
se ejercitaban, deshaciendo todo g€nero de aforavio, y po­

nie'naose en ocasiones y peligros donde, acabandolos, cobrase 
eterno nombre y fama.l 

In his later works, however, Unamuno took sides and wrote for the 

ca,use which he at the moment thought to be the true one.2 

Unamuno frequently talked and wrote of his country. Some­

times he showed his love for the physicel beauty and. enchantment 

of its scenes, 3 while at other times he was primarily interested 

in the spiritual, social, and political condition of his nation. 4 

Like other Spaniards, he often depreciated Spain, 5 but 

he showed a great faith in the virtues of his race and an intel-
6 ligent love for his native land. Speaking of the spirit of 

7 despondency in the literature, youth, and thought of Spain, 

1 Cervantes,~·.£!!., p. 23. 
2 

New York Time~, January 3, 1937, p. 33, col. 1. 

3 ~., PPe 40-41. 
4 
~., pp. 41-44 . 

he 

5Romera-Navarro, 22• cit., p. 292; cf. Unamuno, ~~, 
p. 93; ~ Fuerteventura, p. 143 . 

6unamuno, Niebla, p. 286; Andanzas, p. 93; ~~, Vol. 
VII, p. 21; ~ tierras; p. 193; De--WUerteventura, pp. 80, 112, 
143; Romancero, pp. 5, 26, 33, 139': ~ 

7unarnuno, Ensay~, Vol. VII, pp. 170-172. 
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would inspire the Spaniards to have more confidence in themselves 

. 1 c1nd to rrogress . 

t . 2 regFmer2 ,1 on . 

'T"nus, he , like Don Q,uixote, was interested in 

11 iVer0rfe1~r-· 0 vit"' se rmere y vi=ffc1rcer2.P:ente est;-{ cuerdo 
Alonso 0ui.iono el T>uerio!" sali 6 excl211,-1nch Pl cur·:-, cuando 
<'1,:,n ~ui .fate hi zo su {i1. tina confesi on de culpas y de locurc, s • 
.,..,s lo rme deheTros asyiirc"r 8 clue de nosotros se rUge. Bs 
quP tiene acc1so que Forir --i;;sr)an a, pe.ra volver en su juicio?, 
exc12mart cllg11:ifrn . ri:'i e 11e, s1 , oue r1orir c1on 1tiijote para 
renac;:::,r Fl nuevr; v:i.d;:. en el sosegado hidcilgo que cuide de su 
lug2r, de su propie hacienda . Y si se me arguye que el rnis­
:mo h5.c1c1lgo Alonso 1'1Url o eY' cno.nto Volvi o a SU juicio, d.ire 
aue creo fir~emente aue el fin de las necione~ en cuanto 
, / / / , ~ . - ----
tales es t R mac; prox1mo de lo que rmcherc1 creerse--q_ue no en 
v2.no el socialisT"o tral-:-2ja--y que conviene se prepere c ada 
cua.1 de e11as a aport2r al comun a c/:\rvo de los pueblos lo 
rna s puro , es decir, lo m~s cristiano de cada una . De l a 
perfecta cris ti.snizaci o n de nuestro puehlo es de lo que se 
t "T"~ t •:, 3 - ("" (· . 

Using t:t1.rau[ihau t his v,,'ri ti ne;s the chars,c ters of Segi s-

1:'unclo 4 ?nc\ Don CJ,uixote, Unamuno 2 tte,.~_ptec\ to fw1 2cken Sp2.in fror1 

its 1.mproaucti vC>. drer1~ of 1i fA by the ins pi r;::, ti on of hi;:, own and 

·-----·-

2 una~uno, -Snsayos, Vol. II, rr. 76- 77. 

3 unarriuno in 2 l etter to ri.ani vet in their joint ,rrork, El 
:2,0,rvenir de:_~~<;.., pp . 38-39 . 'These letters, fir st 1ublished in 
~a defe1:1sor_ de n-ra~ in 1P97, ancl 1mrlished as a collec::tion in 
..,_91,;, ! n1scusPen ':1c1r, the conquest of Africa, socielisr~, 2:'0 litical 
P~r~1es, eduction , religion, and econonic rrohlems, and were 
c'.e,ne·ned to stir ur the Src1 nish :peorle to the evils under which 
~~ey "'e:re suff Pring and. to some p o ssible rerr.edi es . Unomuno 1 s 
~0. ea~ doubtlesc, changed dtiring tt.e ti1,,e; hut the letters r;re still 
pertinent ~o the situation , according to the p rologue by the edi­
tors . 

4 1'he protagoni st of La vic1c: es sueno , by I1e cro Ca.lderon de 
la ?3rrca . Se~ismundo was kept &17'ny frorthe ordin2ry v1 orl<.~ for 
~ucn a 1 lo~s time t~2t he c!~e to ~eli~ve his isol2 ted existence to 
ae ree~ l1~e ana his experiences 1n his father ' s court t~ be rnere 

reams . 
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l1is heroe ' s o_u:Lxoti c fervor. Spa in, like Segisrmnclo , had lived 

so long in unreelity that it did not kno~ ~het was reality and 

,·1hc1 t ·wa.s the dream , In his letters to ~anivet concerni~g the lat-

s{, co1>;0 1.rnteo fice mny hien, "Ss::;-2.~ t" , c0;",J Scgisrr;unc'lo , 
-l"ue r:rr:::1 nc::10c1 de s11 cc:1vFJrnc1 y lrnzada al foco de l o vida 

/ ' 1 t , . . u 8l1T0'2P8, y !1<1ec_·ues ne ;·,nc.:lOS :r ex l"'0T0111:.rl0S SUCt~SOS , (:" e 
/ -l- / t · , , , / r~rPcen ~PS f anuRS 1cos o~e re~ ~es , v o~v eMos a ~a razon en 

~1iestr: c1nti£'U8 c1:,vFJrrn- ;n J.,· n_ue nos hc0 llc,1r0s al :;;:resente 
enc2nF)n2clos ~-o y ruP-stn:· miseri8 y nuestrn r01"re?c, , y r,re ­
f''nt.r"··oc:, si tot· , PS, hi stori"J fn ,{ r e; licL,cl O fue SUe D0 11 [ i tn 1-- - -- /--:icp not i"1 t1:e originc,lJ . Snefi o , suPff·) y nsdr- mt,s 1~l1e sueno 
he s5do ~ucho fe eso •••• 

~To est( !"c:l que son e:11os, 1,ero ::corc·!J:1c.onos , co1i·o Se.;is ­
n:uno o, c e '}UP hPYDo s o P c~.e srertr, r de es te gns to 81 rr,ej or 
ti er1po , c1 tengir;;ono s c1 o rn, r ri en . 

" :::,11es nose piPrde 
el hecer bien ni RUD en suenos . 11 

Hay otro hermoso s i mbolo <le nuestra :r':spa.na, m.oribun da 
segun Sa.li sbury, y es a quel honrc-. d o hidalgo manchego Alonso 
tld ,jeno, qne me r~cio el sohrenom.rre de :Pueno , y que al mo rir 
se prep2ro 2 nueva vid2 renunci ando a sus locuras y a la 
v2nir20 ne t"us hezan os;=,s errir,rescs , volvi enc'lo 2s 1 su rruer t e 
en 811 J;)TOVP.Cl"JO lo que h2.h 1a sido en SU a.P YlO .1 

Thus Um,rnuno, lUrn Don ·':'~uixote, se t out to fic:sht :for the 

regerer8tion of h i s yecrle , using symhols which they understood 

to mgke t~e~ realize the situation of Spain at the moment . Pe 

f'.) 1.J,?ht f or tl'ir. 1-i "bere t i on of Spc1in fro m " es,;., h is tori8 de lo 
r, 

rnuPrte ." ,::, Don Q,uixote harl ,'.:Jrmed himself <''S 8 cahc1llero £._nderte 

ri.nd fought '.''ith his A'!'ord or 1:!ith his on tory on c'DY oco1sion of-

fer.ea in the 'r\at1c n o · t 'r 3 U f 1,c-· d , c1nc1n e c.10se; n::oy,0uno -irras a pro essor of 

-:1 . ' , 1?, o rv e !.1.2.E. £!:. ,-, ~ -:..-. JS 1J, l1c,. , pp . ?2-30 . 

? 
Pn:c·r1un0, 171ns a;;o s , Vol . II, :p . 17E. 

3 8eTv~ntes , ££ • cit ., :p . 37 . 
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C'rreek ~!Tho frmght with his pen or his oratory on any occasion of­

ferecl 1-~· 1,·i,.: v ~ qt 2criuc1intcince 2r:.d cont3cts. 1 P.oth 8:ppealed to 

history to a~aken interest in the future, 8n<l to for~er greatness 

to s~tirize the dyfng ;resent . 

non '.1uixote vmnted to re Lurn to tJ~ie &Ge of chi VR.lry, and 

he hegr,n the ret:rog::"ession himself . Um;mun::: vro.nted 8 rez-;enerotion 

nna he r.egr;n by p:re;:.'ching tbe social reorg2nizntion Thich rn.ust 

come, even though it be a return tor for~er level. 2 In this he 

disagreed with nanivet: the l~tter said that a change of ideas 

must p:receae sociP.1 reorga.nization; but Umununo vvrote: 

•••• ya n') con:forrro con 1ist8rl en este sn i_~~alis!2.Q. . 1::-0 
creo en esa fuerza de 12.s ideas, que antes me parecen re­
sult2ntes que causas. Siemp:re he crefdo que el suponer que 
una idea sea causB de um1 transformHcion social, es coMo 

----·------------------------------------
, 1Fe W8s sentenced to sixteen years of imprisonment for 

lese-majeste because of tT.iro t'rticles a.gainst .Alfonso XIII and was 
le tAr pardoned 'hut not :pacified . He IDB de open s1,ee che s agains t 
the king using ":piercing satire and spirited tenderness," and went 
from city to city "so~ing restlessness" before his exile in 1924 . 
In his exile he continued to rour forth invedtives aga.inst the 
S~anish,royelty and to plead with the people for revolt. The en­
tire second pert of his qomancero del destierro is composed of his 
anguish for the state of Spain or or-his attacks upon those whom 
he considered responsible. After his enthusiastj_c reception on 
Pe'bru:i.ry 9, 19 30, v-rhen he returned to Spain, he made lectures at 
the Ateneo de Vadrid on rsy ? and at the Te2tro ':uropa on 1/"ay 4, 
hoth lectures being preceded by street fighting between the people 
a.na. the police. These and his other many adc'lresses were documents 
~ge1nst Alfonso and his f amily--"i nspiring, 2gonizing , quixotiz­
ing ." (Palseiro, lac. cit., np. 648-656.) Nor were his activities 
~fnfjnec' to schedulerl addres;es for be ,,,8s a regular attendant at 
t;1 e tertulli in the cs.fes 8.nn at the Cc:sino in Salomanca where he 
;l~ed end ~~sw~red / questions ahout politics and other questions 

0 · 1 n t P. re s t • ( r; on z a l e z - RlJ an '.:l , 212. • c i t • , p • ? 8 ) • 

2 Un81'1".Uno, T.;ns2v.2.§_, Vol. 'TI, p . 174. 
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sm)oner aue lcls indicaciones del b8rorr:etro modi f ican l a 
.... . .,, -· / . 

pres1on 2t~osfer1ca •••• 
Io nue ca.n'hia las ide8.S, que no son ITk'lS que la. flor 

oe los estcidos oel es::,:J[ ritu, es la organizacion soci al, 
y e s ~8. camhia l)~r v~r tud proria, ?red~ciend? a leyef 
econo~1cRs aue ~c r1gen, por un d1na~1smo r1gur~so . 

'Ti s helief that socic:l reo!'g2nizati on !'lust coi~e hefore the g r o1i,;th 

of new i dee s prohe.bly v11:1 s the t.:, sis for his enthusiasm for the 

vFrious revolutions--he ,:rs.ntecl a change. 
.., 

Spai n needed neTI life, new men , and new ideas~ to over -

come the Spa in of todoy tow,~ rd 1.vhi ch Unamuno took a r c1the r pes si­

rri s tic vievrpoint . 3 Fe sa.id Spain d.id not recicl Ilon . :~ui ,j ote enough, 

4 nor (1 icl it 1mrlerstc:nd 1: 1hRt it re.:id . Fe said it did not take the 

prorer c=,e:gressive cd,titude : 5 S9anish c11ltnre ,,ms too crystallized~ 

too superficial and impersonal , 7 too traditional. 8 

v lo auo. eleva , enohlecP. , fortifjcr; y espirituoJiza a 
los puehlos no es conservar supersticiosamente las viAjas 
tr2 di ci on es , si no el for jars elr '3 nuev -:. s~ con lo S r.mteri ales 
de las etntignac; o con otro s cualqui era . 

------·---- ---------
1 un's.muno end Ganivet , ~· .£.L!:.•, pp . 111-11:-- . 

2unemuno , z:2~~' Vol . III , p . 75; Vol . JV, pp . 61-62 . 

3 IhicI ., Vol. V, pp. 144, ?03 ; Vol. VII , p. '"' 0 • 

4 unarrnmo , "'":nsavos, 'Tol . V, p . '."1 04 ; "'.3ohre lr, lectura. e 
jntPrprf:'tFcio'n dP1 _2vij_Qte ," ~nsEJyos , Vol. V, r:p . ::,Ol-?:710 . 

5 n·,id ., Vol . VII , :p . 1~ ; De1:_ ~ti:nient£ .1I.c(c;;ic2_ , p . 298 . 

6unarrimo , "Snsa;y:os , Vol . III , p . 51. 

7 Ihj c1 • , Vol. III , p . 53 . 

8p'\·. - ~ ·, 'Io l . III , p . 56 . 

9 Iri r .• , YoJ . • VII , pp . 33-34 . 
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Sp2 in nee a ed tl:e Y1 i 11 to change, for progress cannot be ma.de 

7 ithout change, and change cannot be made without will. 1 Una­

mnno preBched revolt 2gc1inst the estbblishecl orc~er just as Don 

1uixote fought against accepted customs . 

Unarr.uno agreed wi t:ri. others that Spain ·w::-,s horn too late 

in politicc1l idec1 s, and th2. t she abandoned them even later . 2 

'Tllerefore Spain has never adjusted herself to the :poli ticc:,l con­

dition of ~urope . 3 Unamuno asked himself if his own spirit was 

~uropeen or modern, end his conscience ans~ered that it was 

neither . Accordi ng to the popular conception of . European and 

modern times, he coult not he so-called, hecause he was Spanish, 

and typically Spanish , by n~ture , as he showed in the following 

selection: 

r . / 
~1e}vo a rr1 m1srno el caho de los anos , despues de haher 

reregrinado por diversos ca~fos de la moderna cultura 
e11ropea, y ,me pregun to ;.:). so las con mi conci enci a , c/ ROY 

PuronPo? dSoy moderno? y mi conciencia me responde: No, 
no eres rnoderno , eso que se llama ser moderno . Y vuelvo a 
preguntRrme : y eso de no sentirte ni europeo ni moderno , . / ~ 

d arrtnca acaso de ser tu espanol? •••• 
/ Ante todo , y por lo que a m1 h2ce, debo confesc1r que 

cuanto mas en ello medi to mas descubro la {ntimo. re1me;nancia 
que mi es:pi ritu siente ha ci a todo lo que pasa por principios 
c,jrectores del espiritu evropeo P'lOo.erno, h ;, ci c: J.,:,; o rtodox:ia 
CiP.nt{ficn de hoy, hacia SUS F.etoclos, l1o cia. SUS tendencias. 4 

5 
Pe felt opposed to the spirit called the i~dern ~uropea n b ecause 

---·------ --------------
lzrid., Vol. YI, pp . 171-179 . 

:, Ir in • , Vo 1 • IV, p • 5 4 . 

3 unc1rmno, ~nsc~ros, Vol. ,.III, I' • 167. 

4 I"b i a • , p • 161- 16 ~ • 
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he -2s more intere~tec1 in Sranish culture . ue felt the spirit 

of ~,ya , ~ J "reco , Velazquez , and Cervontes , 1 an~ it see~ed 8S 

J1~ic2l to hi~ th2t ~urore shouJd beco~e Spanish in spirit as that 

Sp"ir sho'ilr take on thosa. chc:i:racteristics t~rpiccl of the . other 
.., 

conntriPs of nodern ~1iro:re . " J.ike Don r:'luixote , he felt fl gr~,:t 

1 1"')",lt~r to Sr~jn rnc tc, ;\J)c'llish c:iltnre . 3 As Don ~nixote li v ed 

t.•·1elvP ye"rs for llis D11lcinec• , so Um=irrnno "!E1S "constr,ntly :;:•,J.ert in 

c,iro::"'1 the age of t hJrty 

T.ike Don 1.nixote , he was interestec1 in the youth of his 

country, those who were to carry on the s t andc>.rds snd t he culture 

7 
of h is Spain . Since upon them depended the growth and the devel-

opment of their surroundings and culture, 8 he believed in intel­

l e ctua l regenera t ion for them. 9 like Don Quixote, a l s o, he b e -

-------·-------------------·-... ---------·-----------

.., 
'l.!?..!~ -, pp . 1 26-107 . 

3cf . Discussion of r~trjotis~ in ~h~p . II . 

4 ,~ 1 . 1 . t 64 p ·· e ... s e 1 r o , . o c • £_ . , :p • . • 

5Pen:cirdete , loc . cit ., p . ~ P . 

f>on° of tl1e strong or,jections thet Fn,irnuno h;:,d to Alfonso 
XTJI , .. ,,,s thr t 11.e ,,,, s unrer the co11trol of his .Aust:C'iHn mother and 
th,,t 8J)8iD b::10 110 11~tiV~ c1yn8S t y . c-Pi"' 'Tork ".:'it:PS , July 13 , 1930, 
ft . 't , p . 7 • ) J 4:. '."~ c; rer•ort8C thF t. l1iS Chcinge fror,0 the SUpport Of 
t1'iP jr"'nrgents to th::,t of the governr·er;t ,,,~·s riue to hjs dis1i}e of 
t, i P r:a.rrnei~ t,-.on~"lS Jn Sr22.n , ,~e se.id t:1ey :::.ctecl ;cs if t11ey O"'ned 
n,P. .. , co 11 ntry (~ .. i.,:P·,, .. ,ror· 1 • "" J' ~p~ T ,::,n 3 io -i. 7 .,., ~':?, col r, ) 

ut. O )' - · -' ·_.::. ' • < <, O ' .L v <' , ~ • •, U , • O , O 

p. J1-- • r'l 
-·-~ ·' 

"":ns,::.vos , Vol . ,r , ___ ......:;;.._ pp . 

V0l . III , pr . 33 , ~~ . 

11- lL; . 
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lieved in educetion, .... ,~rliich he tho11ght -should he the "cultura del 

r • .._ II r:, es.!.1r1l,u. , Fe fought f:,r freedor of c_iscussion for the young 

peal-le so true, t they T',igt t :,12,ve the spiritual regeneration result­

j ng frorr: the interchange of ide2,s . 3 It grievP," llir1 th~t many of 

the provincirl pPople locked intPrest in the rolitic81 and social 

r,1"o11Pi-'1~ 0f th""ir country, and he tried to stir up 2.n i:1terest 

t:C1roue;h his rri8ny writings on the surj ec t of educc1. ti on . 

Unamuno , -rote one hook de~oted to the subjr->ct, ;Q£. l.£ 

~nsr->ff~~~§. ~'.:!:_DPrior ~ :2span~, 4 and there are severa.l essDys in-

c 1 n ' ,.l 1· '" t, , f 1,. ~, r 1-., l • 1 d ... tl, n . -- r•e,.• .1.1 J,1e seven V0.1.UmAS 0. 1.1.lS .:..:.!2..§.~Y-~ pur,J.1s1e l.,y 11e !\eSJ.-

cJ,:,nciri oe ~~stw:Urmtes: e . g ., "La. ensena,nza del 12.t{n en ·,-:sr2-nc1, 115 

a:re juvent.1-10 intelectnE,l esr,:cinola, 116 and 11 TB, educacio'n . 117 One 

lishe~ in ~nglish . In various of his other works, he illustrated 

eor('e theories of education: 

"las rir'licnleces a <1ne lleva la ciencio mal entendida y la man{ a 

pedr.go,q;j_c;:1 socndP de su .. _iu~to pun to" ; 9 the descriptive works , 

lcervantes, 2.£• cit., p . 64? • 
.., 
'Un2Viuno , 2.l2..!. cit ., ·Tol . JI, p . 11. 

3Irj_2_ 0 , 'lol . VI , p . ~Ol. 

4J~drid : ~cvista ~uev8 , 1P99 . Unavailahle . ------
5unamuno, --r;;ns~£3_, Vol. II, 

6 :[hj_d ., Vol . III. 

? Jhi £.• 
8 Inclerenaent, August ? 5 , 1904 , pp . 4~7-4~0 . 

9 un2r11.mo, AP1or y_ ~c1 8 go~{a, p . 10. 
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Anc1c1nzas ---- v visiones 
"'-

e RTlftI)O lF S , De 

V Ce -;snr1Y18, (1j_ SCUSS the 
.... - ---- st.'.:· te of eauc8tion in the v~riJus 

fPrts of Spain; Pn~ his 

v P1oce n c, r'1 , te 1 1s of "his 0°:1 n eoucGtion crnd of his e .:, rlv inter est ------ .) 

jn tPPChing . 

g~·:r c1 chai r r-, t cl 11niversity, he g;,.in"'d 2 ch::, ir o f "'.r ~ek in the 

1Tniv0rsit:7 or S2lo:·1;;1:c;:; ':rhere hP sr ent r· l l his tA c· chir.. ~; life r·f ­

trr 1rs1 . 1 TTi~ cnrePr :::s :rAc+or ,n· r Tesi ~ent. of tr:·p University 

of ~rl0m2ncr hFs r lrP av heen summAri~ P0 . 2 ne se t th"' "'X2rnrle 

for l:j :- st.11rlents 2ncl for tl1ose ,,-•hor" he r•ould irt"rPc:;t in edncs-

:;_,rii 1o lo ,:y , 

n1~ 1' , 0 - 0 }l'T 1' J'"' t r·r r~ r· 1 ,r • fJ' C ·ta '1"' es .. c:_ r ',I' T',J ! ,,· t,1· e C) ' 11,·.· tl, '.'. e. ' 1 Ll -'- ·., ~, ,'. , ~ "- ·~ , . ' , , '-•. _ - , . , 1. ,. " , . • • ~ - - _ ., 

------- - ---- -
( ,.,. p·.-· 

1 T-,, 
Vo,-.k: 

... nro, -r:n '.'l"V.2f_ y_ ;:;Pnt.P"~ci··s., ··r. ~\.. " "'t•r::i , } ey 
vc·c ~'i:.J. ~:n So . , 1g:i"'), Int:rJr,1ct1or, r, . 3. 

?Ant~., p . ?6 , note , ? . 

l oc . cit . , p . 650 . 

(en.•)' 
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era reflejo de un so l vivo , de un sol vivl~icante , del sol 
d~ la ciencia . Sal{ enamor8rlo dAl s2her . 

";Je triec_ to ~c,ke tis stucents end hi·"' r~·,,-1_ers interestec1_ 

"c n hc",c},1!·2rr , 11; vint; little l•Plj ef in pun lie instruction (end 

TJ-iP chiPf t.yr,e <J f P011c[ tion ,t the tit'e 

J" :-r:•,un;:, 1 ':; ":'SS:y ·;:;-o. r"'li~io1l::; "'0.1lC 0•ti ol'1 , .. l,jcL !LP. CILc r:.:cteriZPS 
<') 

''-3 ''r'pt,:,,c,,"t,::i,-..,, e , 1I t 0 , c' i,1__: ()n]:r tl r> '.)1).-f,,·: rr forr-c1 . · ::--ec.: use Ji' 

:·or tlJpn-sP1v,"'s , 1,nt c'ccepted , .. ith "'!ittle c;nestion thP instruction 

:3 i V "'1: 1 i l P •r r :r tJ. P f :r j PS t S • 

of n,0 1y tio11.:.1 cuJ.t1irP con1e1 rP effecteo only throuG,h -=m ef·rr,c-

I • 
I l Ve> ~ t ' 0 "':-'S l.PP of' r011c·, ,ion . 

,.,,,·js q~-c;t.,,.,, or r:idnc: tion v:onld extenc1 to f:i.l:. clf.sc;es of 

reo1le, for T~n-i"'lmo , 1iJ,e Don ".nizote , 4 ne.s very deL·ocrctic. 

··:t.nte, Fot}l non ~,11ixotP, r nr Hnm:uno 

------------------------

loc . -
lr:n~ r"lJY1) .,--, eroo"' n 50 . 

. < . " ' ' _££~-· _ ....:2, ' ,:' • ,., 
- Un::,''llllno, 11 :T2tiom1 l c>nc'I 

,...1, + l"' L, r P ~ ·' . ' .. 
3 T1- • ~ /I 30 ~-' p . ,.,.__ • 

4 '": ervPrtes , 2.£• 59C , (, ~ ") 
.'),) .. 



1 "''iPVPc thrit. 8 rrfin i s tbe 8on of his "'Orks , :.:;nrl t}wt 11 no e s un 

' ,.., .. 1're _, ......... oue 
I I .)i Jiir' :-:'I , , o tro si ro he ce 

./ 
rrr 1 s que otro . 111 Don :uixo te 

tre~ tea 82.richo <'ls 2 friend of ea_rn, 1 chi ss2 sine e h i s ideas of fci m-

• • •• "Por..,ne te h::=co s21•Pr , Sc ncho , c1ue h::y d:>s rnc·nPrL.s de 
lint1jPs Pn Pl nunc'lo : unos que trc:1en y derivc'n su decenden ­
ci;- fe r,:r{ ncipes v non, rcrs, ; ouif>n ,'.:oco a ,~,oco el tiempo 

.Ir,,. V ..L - .&. / 

hc1 oeshecho , y Lan c1ccl•'.do en :punt a , cor"o r,ir::r;inPs ruestc 
:·1 rev~c;; otroc; tnviPron rrj_nciI1io de gPnte l"lc0 j::,. , y Vfrn 
"" 1 1 r 1· C, n .:, (' r1 "" . ,- r,., r ,... "'n •:· r ,:;.• r1 " ]· ._.,. t :• J : P. .. 'C J' . C, e r '' r . ' ··1 c:' p s s e----n O -i ( . J _, l..) C . ._, I.,, t.) / \ ' ~' ' . \,.' V ,_ . . . .....J l . l ,.') -~ G .. ' J (. ..,,. . 

res; -,e ..,,0.11Pr0, rme esta 18 d iferencic1 en que unos3rueron , 
n 11 P y Fl no f' on , y o tr 1 3 s ·:in , q 11 e :/ a no f tu-~ r on •• •• • 

• ••• 1rircr, 2d£;.':'JS: a cu2t.ro snertes de lin.::ijes (y estcdme 
nt8ntas ) se pueden redncir todos los (J_Ue hay en el rnundo, 
c,ye son { ::,t,:1s: unos <}UP tuviP.ron :princi:pios hunildes , y 
SP fueron extendiendo y dilatbndo hosta lleg8 r a. una suma 
grc1nr,eza; otros ()_UP tuvieron r,rincipios grande:::i , los f ueron 
conserv8ndo , y l os conserven y mantienen en el ser que 
corierz8ron; otros qne, aunque tuviero::i rrincipios e;rc•ndes , 
a c21-c"' ron ~n rtm t,!l , como p i r f mi a e , h2 hi endo di srri nu i do y 
r.ni(1uilado su ·-rincir:;io h:--stz 11ar.:1r en nono.dci, como lo es 
la nunta de la pir6mide , que resreto [ resrectoJ de su hase 

~ / / 

o [ siento no es 112d;;1.; otros hay (~,, esto::, son los n,c:,s ) que 
n5 tuvieron princirio hueno, ni razon2hle medjo , y as f 
tP.nr,..(r eJ. .e- in, sin "lor.it,re , cor:o el linc1,ie ac 12 cente 
nle~eva v ordinPria . 4 .... ... ... 

,:•rr l"<t . .:. 

one 

in hj 8 C01U"'8TI ts : 

hurrinni d ,, cl er1~ ·i e z.c.1 

1 "· . . Cerv2ntes , .Qr!.• cit ., p . l:?P; cf . Un,wuno, Vid:· c~.e don 
-J.,1 ''"li"P. n o7 - w....:...;...:., .... -• • 

£r.. cit •• -· rr . 77-?'2 . 

3 ~ 1-,. • , r::3 
~•, l'l o ..L.;_J, .. • 

t136; cf . r~lso , 1':P • 9~ , 590 , 5913 , 632 . 
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uno ~e nosotros rnrs ~ue pensar ~n que es aescendiente de 
s1.1rc: rr.uelos y Pstc:1r,;ue 2 gye l1c1n VPnid::i c c:.so a juntGrse 
tr,~t?s y t-on 0ivers2s aguc:is , en QU)- es 2.scendi.,,ente de sus 
nietos :r rnente <'le los nrroyos y r101 ci.ne c:.e el hc,r: de 
rrotP:r 21 norvPnir , ;·irerri.os n-as que sonos p2Gres de 
r11estro porvenir que no hijos de nuestro pasa~o , yen todo 
crs0 noa0F Pn ~ue se recogen l qs fuerzas to~2s de lo que 
fu{ p2rz irradi2r ~. lo que serf yen cuar:to a2 lin~je 
to~os nietcs de reyPs festron~fos .l 

TJ:rc:i.rr.uno v:ould not r:rotest if soVieone r'ecl!'1red :·limseJf 

ori ty , for he l·PliP.Ye0 tL.e 1.,rorld to re renefi tted 1,y each per-

,... 
infr:>riori ty . · He S'1i0 U,P.t tie 1 erson ·vrho co'r1111ends pi ties t1'l.e 

,1n ~.., ·.•110 _,rr--yc for 1·::1vinc to o·bey 0nd tl1e one ~ ... ,:10 oheys pi ties 

t:."' 1-.rho c o r:n1c1 n r:1 s f'o r 11;:- vi n,~; to 001 ··; nd . 3 In t}1i S :i,~·nner , O!lP 

to 11.i. P ,~or'ks . 

he 

It 

·:·orb:, nPservP rein g rw",er::hered hy rosterity , 1:1nd 8,11 ner1 heve the 

resi.rP ta re ir,0 r-:ort2J in onP 1 ·1:y or c:n oU1er . :-ic;nel rle TTn:- rwno 

~nrt :r>0YJ "11i"<c,tP oP the ~·2ncha desired i1~1Pior t ality in every lr:annf:'r ., 

:; C) p s j ,, J (> • mhP:r efore , the)· frequently 1~,:·d.e tl,P,rriselvPs sa.Pr, ridi-

( 011 

.... i; ,, . 
'7 ' r1 1 ....: ~'" - , ~· , 
4,Y, ,r c•··11-~.., ror +1' ,:1r-r,r c; ~-, . ;' ':'_•, , 

JI·' lJ(.}' _...::.:... - ~, -
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not l'P' c'l U eir hP.i:__;t.t on t}1e nountc,in to_r.:; consir4.er either of 

,-. l' .,.. or for th~se serrches : re 1.u.ixoti c ,- ,~ ..... , 
I.,..· J ... ' 

t , .,...~,... ..... -. ,· .:- ri rl i Cll ~.OUf' . ~ ~j"n::nmo 3~ l (~ 1ie: i:: to 

"o"lo ',. t 0 1,-,c, 0'e, ,.(,, .~:11 0 'nte no"'otro~ - < • \. v ' J • 1 'C• ~ f ,::, J. < , J. .) ,:) 

OUT fsel 1.re;-; ~ rlJ. 1,rco11e eteriwl , 

:·i r--l1r> J oe rncirnuno strove to perpetu ate hinself upon · tbe ear th 1,y 

hie r·pny c:1ildren , 4 ry his writings , ry his te~.c1l:.n3:s, c.'Lcl r,y hi3 

Ve h e. (l ,. f_,re t t fe, r of c~e:_,th , not for tL 0 f'Y:1-,erience 

i tself 11t "'or tltP ol livi::m it _pre c ec•es . T:J.'1refo :re , h0 r eli evec1 

/ . 
;--- ~) .. ,, l 

1 "~ · r\·1·,:, 
.) v ... -- ..... ' 

') 

~ur1 • 1 nn0 , 

3 .. __ . 
;_ J ... l'.J1.".) ? 

Ll , r ..:. .- . , 

5' 1·" l.,, C 

r.:. VI, . ' 
_ ±._ . ' 

/ 
,:ue r o : c~ ' ·P ni r 1::,un rt d e 

. -, ', ,-._ ' 1 p Tl i () c, ]'' .( ... f ! f 6 
\ ,· ' .L - •. , .I., V • 

- 11 i ::,1 i P, , 11 J. 0 C • Ci t , , :. , 
0 ~~ ~ -

~1..li j 0t e , 1-I . 

-l. • t t / . 0PJ. ~"l!L l ' 1cn 0 r _co , -~ -

,r 

' I • r n . . . 
, ;; /\ . . 

l • 

l' .. . 

'i t1 .. -· . 

is 
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The theme of immortality is current throughout all of 

his ~arks, appearing even in his descriptive works as the presence 

of God in nature. 1 In his novels, the chsracters possess his own 

"ansia 
'.) 

de inmortali dad,""-- striving through children to perpe.tua te 

themselves. 3 He interpreted the suffering of the monks and of 

the nuns as their realization that their life ends with their 

death so far as the continuation bf their line is concerned. 4 Del 

£tro, and Vida de £2!! ~uiJote ~ Sancho are especialiy concerned 

with the thou6ht of death and of immortality. 

Don q,uixote knew th2 t he would be immortalized in the works 

of the future authors, for he said at the beginning of his first 

"ciQ.uien duda sino que en los vcnideros tiernpos, cuando 
S8lga a luz la verdadera historia de mis famosos hechos, que 
el sabio que los escribiere no ponga, cuando llegue a contar 
esta mi primera salida tan de manana, desta manera?: "Apenas 
hab{a el ruhicundo Apolo tendido por la faz de la ancha y 
espaciosa tierra las dorada s hebras de sus hermosos cabellos, 
y apenR~ los p~quenos y pintados pajarillos con sus 1)_arpadas 
las lenguashab1an saludado con dulce y melifua armon1a la 
venida de la rosada aurora , que, dejando la blanda cama del 
celoso marido, por las puerta s y balcones del manchego hori­
zonte a los rnortales se mostraba, cuando el famoeo caballero 
don Q,uijote de la }tfa ncha, dejando lc3s ociosas plumas, subi6 

P. 313; 

lunamuno, De Fuertev~_l~, pp. 11'7-118. 

2Alcala-rraliano, ££• cit. 

3unsmuno, Am£! l Eedago6{a, pp. 184-lHb; Pa z en la ~~Ee, 
cf • r,hnp • IV. 

4unamuno, Agon{a del cristtanismo, p. 32. 
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sabre su famoso caballo Rocinante , y comenz9 ~omenz;J a 
caminar par el a.ntiguo y conocido cc1mpo de 1.1,ontie1. 11 l 

T'u t Unamuno did not consider him immortal because of his deeds, 

but because of his spirit and of his death: 

Cosas muy peregrinas conoceremos all{ respecto a la 
vida ya la muerte, y all{ se verff. cua'n profundo sentido 
tiene le primera parte del epitafi o queen la sepultura 
de don Quijote puso Sanso'n Ca rr&sco y que dice 

II' 

"Yace aqu{ al hidalgo fuerte 
/ que a tanto extrema llego 

de veliente, que se advierte, 
que la muerte no triumfo 
de la su vida con la muerte. 

Y a s1 es, pues don Q,ui j o te es, mere ed a su muerte, 
inmortal, la muerte es nuestra inmortalizadora.2 

•••• Intercede, pues, en fa.vor m{o, oh mi senor y 
pBtron, para que tu Dulcinea oel Tobosa, ya desenc2ntada 
merced a las azotes de tu Scncho, me lleve de su m2no a 
la ~nmor17.11oad ~el no1;1bre y d; 13 fc::ma. Y si es la vida 
sueno , de Jame son2rla 1nacabab ... e. 

Unamuno wrc's not srJeaking of the inmiortc::lity of the flesh, 

for flesh is mortE·l, nor of tLe resurrection of the body, for he 

said: 

18 inmortulid:::i d del 
social. ~l que se hace 
vive en ella y con ella 
hum~nidadA tanto cuanto 
historia. 

alma es algo espiritual, algo 
un alma , el que deja una obra, 
en los dema.s hombres, en la 
est{ viva. Es vivir en la 

-------~--------------------------------------
1 't 6 7 Cervantes, 2.£_, E1.:_•, pp. :?)-2 • 

2un2muno , Vidc1 de don ~uijote, p . 3?3. 

3 rti£., p. 3:::14. 

4u J r del · t· ·so T1P 47 48 namuno, ~ 8gon~ - .£.E~~~g!_~-' ~, • - · • 
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In his essay, "El hambre de inmortalid.sd, 111 he g::,,ve his 

r.e~t discussion. The follow·ing quote.tions sumrr.arize his thoughts: 

•••• Intenta, lector, imaginarte en plena vela cual sea el 
eRtado oe tu alma en el profundo sueno; trata de llenar .tu . . , t . / ~ , . . , conc1enc1a con ~a represen ac1on ,le ~a no conc1enc1a, y ~o 

,,, ,, . / . ,,. t' 1 ,__, verRA. ,.eusa cong0Jos1s1mo ver igo e e~penarse en com-
prenderlo. No podemos concebirnos coma no existiendo.2 

i8P.r, 8er siempre, ser sin t/rmino! ISed de ser, sed 
de ser ~a8! iFambre de Dias! /Sed de amor eternizante y 

t ' ·s · ' ,·s D. ,3 e erno. / ~er s1empre. ~er 10s • 
• • • • Solo los debi les se resignan a la muerte final, y 

sustituyen con otro el anhelo de inmortalidad personal . En 
los fuertes, el ansia de perpetuidad sobrepuja a la duda de 
logra.rla, y SU rebose de Vida Se vierte a.l ma's alla de la. 
muerte. 

Ante este terrible misterio de la mortelidid, cara a 
ccira de ln esfinge, el hombre adopta distintas actitudes y 
busca por varies modes consolarse de haber nacido. Y ya 
se le ocurre tom<'irlo a juego, y se dice con Renan, que este 

. t ,.. l D' d / . uni verso es un es pee a.cu .o que 1 os se a. a s1 m1 smo, y que 
debe~os servir las intenciones del gran Corega, contribu­
yendo a ha.cer el espect{culo lo mas brillante y lo mas 
varisdo _posible . Y han hecho del arte Uilc·l re.ligion y Un 
remedio pera el mal rnetc=:.f{sico, y han inventado la monser~a 
del Arte por el arte .4 

Y no les basta ••••• 
Cuando las dudas nos invaden y nublan la fe en la in­

morta.lidRd del alma , cobra br{o y doloroso empuje el 2cnsia 
de perpetuar el nombre y la fama, de al canzar una sombra de 
inrnortalidad siquiera. Y de aqu[ esa tremenda lucha por 
singulariza.rAe, por sobreviYir de algun ruodo en la memoria 
~P loR otros y los venideros, esa lucha ~il veces mfs ter~i­
tle que la lucha por la vida, y que da tone, color y 
caricter a esta muestra sociedad, en que l& fe medieval en 
el alma inmortal se desvanece.5 

-------------------
luna.muno , Del ~ntimiento tra'~ico, pp. 41-59. 

?~ •• pp . 41-42. 

3 rbid., p. 43. 

41.lli·, p. 54. 

5rhid., p. 55. 
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~sa sed de vida eterna ap{ga,nla muchos , los senci llos 
sobre todo, en la fuente de la fe religiosa; pero no a 
todos es dado beber de ell~. La instituci6n cuyo fin 
prirrordial es proteger esa fe en la inmortalidad personal 
del alma es el catolicismo; pero el catolicismo ha querido 
r8cionEilizar esa fe hacienda de la religion teology,, que~ 
r~endo clJr por ?cise a.~~· cree~cia vital una fiJ.osof1a y una 
f1losof1a de s1glo x111 ••••• 

Sometimes his preoccupation with the theme of the af ter­

life led Unamuno to make death seem a gate to a more enriched 

life than th8 t experienced on the earth. "Sue lo deci rme a mi mis­

rno oue el morir es un d.esnacer, y el ns,cer un desmorir. 11 ~ · V'Tith 

r!alderon, he believed tlwt "Lo Vida es suen'o , 113 2,na. thc:t death is 

the awakening from the dream of life into the fulfillment of the 

dreom. 

"Cada vez aue considero 
aue ~e tengo de morir, 
tiendo la cape en el suelo 
y no me hsrto de dormir." 

?ero no dormi r, no, sino sone,r; sofu,r la vida, ya que 
18 vid8 es sueno.4 

"re A,re a dream of God and our life is that which IJ-od dre8ms for 

us. 5 Unamuno spoke to Christ about life: 

------- ---·---------------
1 rbid., p. 59 . 

2 unamuno , De mi E~is, p. ix. 

3Unc1muno, De 'G'uerteven tura, pp. 133, 159; Tres nave las 
e.~~lar~, p. ?0; Del sen!imiento tr(gico, p. 296 ; Sc.1n Man~! 
Tiuen.2., martir, pp . 18 , 96; Ensayos, Vol. II, pp. 163 ff. 

4 unamuno, Del sentimiento tragico, p. ?96 . 

5samuel }~tman, "Unamuno y el problemD. de lr> sociedad," 
~!.i~§:. FisE_aniE_~ ~oder!:!£ , J2nuc1ry, 193~, p . 150; Un2.muno, Como 
~ hace unR novela TFuenos Aires: G. P. Perlado , 19?7), p . 74; 
San ~ -- ---- i" • 18 _ ~el :Ru~£, r.iart1r, p. • 



69 
. ., 

l Tu v1da acaso fue, como l& nuestra, 
sueno? c(De tu 8lm£- rue' en el alma C]Uietci. 
fiel tr2.stmto del sueno de l cJ Vida r . 
de nuestro Padre? D1, 6 de que vivimos 
sino del sueno de tu vide, Hermeno? 

No es la sustancia de lo que esperamos, 
nuestra fe, nada masque de tu o'bra.s 

1 ~ (" . t ,1 e sueno, ~r1s o. 

And our life will be done when the dreAm is done. We shall have 

completed our "cruz de nacimiento" when the dream forgets to 

nre:::;m. ~ 

Perhaps for some of us, the dream of life is our mystery, 

for everyone has a mystery in his soul, 3 which is both an aid and 

an impediment to him in adapting himself to life. This secret is 

deeper in the men according to the amount of personality he has, 

Rnd according to the menner in 1 vhi ch he hi des it. 4 If it is deep-

5 ly rlanted , it will produce fruits worthy of the soul , and draw 

the soul to God .6 It is this secret which mekes the dream of life 

worth arerming and the war of the ~uixotes uorth fighting. It 

is this secret '.Vhich gives mea.ning to our existence. 

As hos been shown, it was the search for the meaning of 

life ("rnd the desire for an afterlife in time 1:md space whi ch 

caused Un2muno to believe in the existence of P Supreme Being or 

1 UnPmuno, ~l .Q.!isto, p. 30. 

2 uncn'1uno, Boman~, p. ?0; Ssn Ha~el Bu~Q, !]]bl~ti:r:, p. 96 

3unP111uno, Enfleyo~. Vol. VII, p. 4?. 

4 Ibi9;., pp. 43, 45. 

5 Ihid., p. 44. 

6 Ihj d., P. 59, 
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a Divine Conf3cience. 1 The belief in the existence of God and of 
r, 

the earth explRin and help the understa nding of our o~n existence, ~ 

although neither the existence of God nor the understanding of the 

ea rth can be re 2.lly explained or defined. 3 Unamuno said that peo-
4 

ple no longer believe in believing in God, and to comhat this 

l a ck of faith he illustr2ted the idea that beauty is only the re­

flection of divinity, 5 and that God is a pa rt of each of us,6 mak­

ing us, in pa rt, divine. 

Ll. ,. () . t 7 ,. . 1 · . f 1 • d. d t l".:e Don ·vu1xo e, 111s re 1g1ous ee_,_1ng 1 no cause 

h i ~ to he a n orthodox C8tholic. Religious orthodoxi was intoler­

able to Un&muno 8 becc.,use it led to ossific2 tion 8nd death of the 

t .. t 9 rue sp1r1 • / In his ana.lysi s of Chris ti ani ty, La. ~~ del 

cristianismo, he cliscussed many ph2ses of the Christian faith: 

"Lo que voy a exr, oner aqu{, lee tor, es rr1i agon{a, mi lucha. por el 

1 unamuno, Vida de££!! g,uijote, pp. 40, ?7 9 ; Romera-Na varro, 
L'.J_g~ e l 3-~ !I!!§:!E:!!!!Q. , pp • '? 31 , " 3 5 - ? 4 O • 

~TTn2n1tmo. "'"G~sey.2_~, Vol. V, p, 78. 

3 nomera- Navo rro. £I:• ill•, p. ? 36. 

4un2muno, "Anarchy in Spain," trans la tea fro m the ]er liner 
2i'_~'l,l2 tt, Livin£ Age, EFrch, 1934, p. ~3. 

5unmnuno, Andan~, p. 2.04; Del sentimien~o _!rt~££, p:p. 
199-~00; Vida ~ dog Quijote, p. 104. 

6unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, :p. 96, 

7 c a stro, 2.E.• cit., pp. "?07 ff; CervPntes, 2..£• cit., Ft. I, 
ch~ p. xii ; Pt. I I, chap. 1 viii • 

BunE\muno, .££• cit., Vol. V, pp. 40, 45. 

9 IE_id., Vol. IV, p. 18, 
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cristi2nismo, 12, 2_gon1a del cristia.nismo en rn1, su muerte y su 

resurrecci on en cr.d2. momenta de mi vida {nti rn2 ." 1 He felt no con­

viction that, being Spanish, he must necessarily be Cotholic, 2 

for he believed jn 2 fc1ith ~1ithout dogmas, 3 and ~vithout the .pomp 

and ritual ~-,hich m&ke '11uch religion r·urely a conventionul life. 4 

Don Q,uixote s2..id that everyone could not be a :priest, "y muchos 

son los caminos por donde lleva Dias s las suyos al cielo: re­

li6io'n es la. cc1~2ller{c, ; c1-; r:·· ll e Tos ssntos lH-. y en lF glorii:;, ." 5 

Unr,TY'uno cri t ic i 7 ed t he rJri est s on severD 1 o cc& si ons, 6 such 

'." S the f)llovdng : " •••• Porque l::i. cosP.. es clara; d.i'r:Gi: el 

Pilrga torio es unc1 invencion de las cures parn lucre rse con ella; 

es el principr l cap{tulo de ingresos prirc' 12 Iglesi8. y el clero; 

ec::t s11 vina, su mina. 117 Re was opposed to the entrance of the 

religiouR orders into political aff~irs . 8 Fe discussed the 

9 h 1 b k f 't lO 1· . tl t church itself , snd the t eo ogy ac. o· 1 , be 1ev1ng 1a peo-

ple were insu:ff i ci en tly eo11c2. ted in the religion th8y professed 

lp. ~o. 

2Unemuno , Zfnsa:yos, \fol . VII, p. 17. 

3Ibi£., Vol. V, p. 192. 

411-iii., Vol. VJJ, :pp . 19, 140; Vioc: ~e dog _g,uijote, p. ~9. 

5 cerv2ntes, 2.l?.• cit., p. 44?; cf. pp. 133, 5<:1!)-~8?. 

6unmriuno, "F.nsRyos, Vol. V, pp . lnO ff, :.io4 . 

7uncr11uno, I ;or tierrRs, p. 6? . 

8 unamuno , :F;nse;y,os , Vol. JV, p. 1?5. 

g Jhi£.' Vol . II, pp . ~35 ff . 

10 Jhj_r.' Yol . -r \ , :fP• 158 :ff. 
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to believe . 1 

Unamuno '-"OUld hr,ve people educated i n religion a nd be­

lieving in it so that they vrouln be happier . ':.'hr~rngh his quixotic 

cha racter, Don 2~nuel Fueno , he said: 
/ / 

"S1, ya se que uno de esas 

cuadrillas de la. que llaman la revoluci6n soci2l h o dicho que la 

religion es el opio de1 pueblo . Opio •••• or::io •••• opio , s i. D{mos-

le opio , y que duerma y que 

the explanation of life: 

,..._, ') 

suene ." ' neligion is necess&ry for 

'No necesito 2 Dios n2rc, concebir 100::ri cr~.mente el Universo, . / ' / 

porque lo que none explico sin ~l , tanpoco con Bl me lo 
exrlico . F2ce y9 ano s, crnin<~o , por culpc de esc:: condenoda 
filosoffc.1. , chapotecba yo en el E,te{ smo teorico, C&yo en mis 
m~nos cierto libro de Carlos Vogt , en que le{ un pasaje sue 
dec { =1 , sobre r,oco mas o menos : --Dias es una ec•uis sohre 
un2 gra.n hc:rrera si t1..rnd2 en los 11ltirios 1(rni tes ·del conoci­
mi ento humane c1. medi d2 que 1~ ci enci e e.vanz8 , ls bs rrera se 
reti ra- - • Y re cuerdo que e scri 1:i{ : 1 mG rge)1 es ta s pa l abre.s : 
--De lc1 bE,rrery 2 c:{, todp s e expli c 2.. sin El ; de le, barr e r a 
alli, ni con ~l ni sin ~l; Dias, po r lo trnto, sohra--. 

--Y hoy? 
--Foy 111e rarece eso que escrib{ une complet2. barbE ridad . 3 

The fe.ith of his later yeo.rs is best shown in his poetry, 

poems of sriritu~l meditations end religious spirit. 4 I n these 

he presen ten. the Christ who lived wi thi n h i m in various aspects 

and by meens of various symbols. 

------
luna.muno, Ensayos, Vol, III, pp. 1?9 ff.; Vol. IV, p. 

105; Vol . v, p. 18? ; cf. Ens2yos Y.. sentenci~, ed. ··r. A. :Beardsley 
(:Kew York : Yac!irillen Co., 193~ ), pp. ::'6 - 27. 

2Unamuno, ~~ lrnnuel Pueno, m;rtir, p. 91. 

3un2muno, Ens§:Y._o~, VoJ.. v, pp. 47-48. 

4Ante., chap. ii. 
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•••• De nohil{sime y sostenida inspiracion es 1n Cristo 
de Vela'.'zquez. Ti;n el ha verti do Unamuno tode la fuerte pasi bn 
-1· . 1 h / . ./ t / . t' d re 1g1osa que e em arga an1mo y corazon, su rag1co sen 1 o 
de la Vida y de los hombres; y tan fuerte COIDO 18 pasion y 
el fervor, es el pensemiento que lo informs y las ide&s y 
emoci~es que sugiere . Hay verd2dero ~uego poEftico en el 
cor2zon de este homhre, pero son tambien muchas las l{neas en 
que le 112.rn.2 e:3pifi t.ual he quemedo Jos r,centos indispens8.bles 
para la cadenc1a. 

In these uoems, Urnrnmno Rought to impa.rt to the people 

some+hing of his o~n religious fervor, even 2s one of his charac­

ters. Don JTp nueJ. f.ueno , tc:..ught his people . Unsmuno said that he 

vrno te2ches c, trutr4 without believing it lies, 2 but he portrayed 

Don Fonuel 8S an unbeliever tec1ching b.s the truth thc1t whi ch he 

· d' h , . a 3 admittedly JS e~1eve • However , Don Vanuel's salvation lay in 

the f8ct that he believed without realizing the f~ct and that his 

works Rpoke more loudly for his truth than did his words . 4 His 

must h;:;ve heen ,3 truly grer;t faith to cree te for the reople a be­

lief v1hich he hin:se lf did not c onscious1-y possess. Eothing is 

i mpo s si 'hlFJ for the believer, 5 for fc.i th cre c: tes th::. t ,rhi ch we do 

no~ SPe.6 "Y yo no silo que es verdad y lo que es mentira , ni 

] C) Qll e v{ y lo aue sblo sone'- -o me .i or lo que son{ y lo que solo 

v{- - , ni lo que supe ni lo que ere{. 711 

----------------------------
1 riomera-He vsrro, Niguel£~ Una~~, p. 126. 

?.Unamuno , 3~r.1;t:os, Vol. II, p. 239 . 

3unamuno , ~an ~a!!.£!l ~~£, mfrtir. y,. 110. 

4 ~ Ihio., ep1logo. 

5 Umununo. yi da de £.2.E g.ui i£ te , p . ?6. 

6un~muno, EnsByos, Vol. IV, p. :-'"l; Vol. Y, p . ::'4 . 

7 UnR.rnuno, S2n :~nuel Fueno, ----- -- p. 11?. 
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Man must be his ovrn judge of his l ife and of his dreams , 

for only he can knovr his true spi :ri t . He must learn t o be the 

jutge and the critic of himself . He be comes , 8Ccording to Don 

Q,uixote a.nd Un2muno, t he son of his name because people believe 

1 
whot he Soys of himself to a certain extent , for they believe he 

kno'NS v·hat manner of J'l'le.n he is . 2 

~an is Plso , however , the product of what others think 

about him . rye learn to know ourselves through co~r~rison with 

oti~ers , 3 and we hate and love in others only those churac teristics 

which ourselves and recogni ze 4 
I t is bet -we possess C1S our own·. 

ter than to te tolerant of the foults of others sine!':' +.he :: t ti tr:.de 

of the onlooker ffi8Y change the cha.r8.C ter of the cu J.pri t . The 

purity of Don 1uixote ' s eyes made the women of the inn pure . 5 

. 1· . 6 l!namuno Bppealed to e&.ch pe r son inc 1 vi dually to wa l k 

2lone? and to distinguish himse l f from the m&ss . 8 He Must be in­

d i v i duFJ li s tic , 'he li evi ng himself t o he esre cially and :persona.lly 

-----------
l un21T1uno , ~nsal.9_~ , Vol . IV , p . 147 . 

~Ibid ., pp . 65 - 66 . 175; Vol . V, p. 166 ; Vol . VI , p . 61; 
Vol . VTJ , ~159 . 

3 unc=imun~ , Abel sa'nche.:'.! , p . 9 . 

4uncmuno, Ens~.22, , Vol . v, p . 147 . 

5 Cerv~ntes , .2l2. • cit ., It . I , ch~ps . 
"11 1 i O t O ' "' .~ - "'." • ......_.;_.:.......:---1... ... J.. • 

7um1muno , T;ns~£~, Vol . II , r: . J.94 . 

8Ihi d ., Vol . I I I , pp. 17- 18 , ?0 . 

ii - iii; Unmmmo . Vid a 
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1 chosen by God . Eis individuality is his outside lirnitc:..tion while 

hjs person::;lity is the expanse of his inner heing/' Un2_muno 's in­

tense individuelism explains his violent desire for individual im-

t 1 • t 3 r:or 8.J...l y . 

Un~~uno ~~s very interested both in the individuality and 

in the :r,erson2lity of r- mc1n . The former is his "sufrimiento 1;or 

reccdos ," [:.Dr the h i tter, " el r.olor corr.o v{2. de redend.a"n. 114 The 

/ / 

f'orrr'.er is "1o qu.e se tiene en cor.mn con los demcs ," c1nd the letter, 

"lo que es cle uno en rieculiEr. 115 

Since both :Jmrnuno c=:nd. Don ~uixote vrere more interested 

in the man than in his idees, they rreferrea sincerity to con-

. t 6 sis r=mcy. Not th2t either of them enjoye~ the orinion of a per-

son vrho continuc1ly chE,nged his view~]oint vrj thout 2ppc=·rent rer-

7 
son , for such a pe r son must not have 1:"~en sincere at first. A 

person c Pn he consistent in being and in spirit rn~ yet keep his 

opinions growing to meet the times . 8 Continuity i8 true consist­

ency of spirit . 9 

-------------
1 Ibid. , Vo 1 . IV, p . ? 5. 

?rtid., Vol. II, pp. 196-188; Vol. IV, pp . 69-71; Vol. 
- 1 ·t VI , pp . 70-71; cf. :Ben2rdete , .:::.oc. £2:__. 

3unr-imuno, Ensavos, Vol. IV, p. ?7. 

4 -P.ena.rde te, loc. cit., p . 34. 

5 Ibi £•, p. 30 . 

6urn=rnmno, 2ns2!.9.~, Vol. II, pp. 195, 1°P, 913; Vol. V!I, 
pp . 6P, '71, ?3. 

'7n-i·.-, --~·, Vol. VII , '.Pr:~ 
'' .. 
(i i } ') e, ) 

. ' 
8 P1i0., Vo i ;- ~11 I' r,p. 6P, ?O, 7 ~~ ,: -:, .--. P4 . l , , ' 

9 Jl"li ~-· ., 'lo 1. VII, r~ 80 . 
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De lo oue hay f';Ue hui r es de lei. insinceri dad y de l a 
nen tira • ••• y si slguien t P, 8trihuyere a E.2.§.f., /.o creyere 
que no eres ~ueno de ti ~ isno, te~ riedPd de el, porque 
tienen [ tiene] ojos y no ven [ ve] • 

• • • • LB conr.u c tr .. de todo hombre que de vere.s vive y no 
es esclavo de una embrutecedor.s ;r tircnic;.: consecuenci2 , 
es una continuacion, rc1tificscion y rectific:0 cion de SU ' 

r, 
pc> Sc, do . "· 

";l hornhre de i.lOY no es el de ayer ni el de m~,.n<".na , y 
2s ( coffio Cc mbiss, c}ej:; e:ue camhie el ide;:,l c:ne de tu 
propio to forjes . s{ sincero siemrre . 3 

Only hy chrnging his ides8 ccn one advBnce , 2nd both 

Un2r.1uno r•nd non ·1uixote spoke f :c vorrbly of e:mbition . 4 Only by 

cittenpting the irnrossi"r,J_e 2s did :Don ·~uixote c c,n ;,eople c:ccom­

:rJ isJ: de,:,('1:3 '" Orthy of their t2lents . 5 It is hetter to cUe with 

Iccrus th.211 never to atter,1pt to fly , 6 for he y,ho h.::,s no desire 

to i1:1rrove hirriself 11rill encl 1,y being nothing . 7 11 iy Dias note 

,:i/ • 1 . 111 8 • J.:! 1 ,:it ue l-'PZ y s1 g or1a . since pe2,ce vrolL.l'- .... e(·,, ,'J com;lccency and 

deoth of the sriri t, onc1 g1ory vrnuld lec:,a to the tomb of Don 

~1ixote rnrl to thA secret of life . 

The s eP rch of Don ';l,uixo te WE: s a s er, rch for the truth , an 

1 Ir id . , Vo 1 . IV, p . 34 . 

" r Un2rrinno , introduction to El 1;,o rvenir de p . 16 . 

·~ns2vos, --.. -it---·· 
Vol. rr . p. 1rr . 

4unomuno, Ti.;nRc1voR , Vol . II, 1,r . 1P3 , 197; CervEntes , ££• 
2.i.!:-, pp . 4~5 , 447, 458 . 

5un2rrnmo, ~nsavos , Vol . II , p. 184 . --
! Ib .iQ. . , p • 1 R 9 • 

7 Tb i d • , Vo 1 • I V, p • l 7 8 • 

8 / . 
Una.muno , Del senti~~~to tr2g1co , p . 3:?0 • 
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ever-changing and ever-ID~vancing idea. In the love of and the 

se2rch for truth are Don 1uixote and Un2muno most similar. Don 

Quixote fought against y:indmiJls ~no sheep, 'J.:,elieving them to be 

his enemies, mFking them his enemies. Fe c8llea himself a caha­

lJ.PrO c1nd oirl the cleer'ls \'7orthy of one. If c man is judged hy his 

1"0 rks, then ';"T~s Don ';ui)::ote t-J c2hrllero fno o 1"2rrior f::>r the 
J -------

truth. TTnPr:nno expleine.d truth, thus: "c.r.;;ue es verdPd? Verdad 
/ ~ / 

es lo 0ue se cree de todo cor&zon y con tod2 el almf . Yd 1ue es 
/ 

creer algo ~e todo cor2zon y con toda el a lme? O~rcr conforme 

11 l" a e o . 

Bach person then ripkes his own truth ann c:cts :01.cco rdingly, 

and the ~orlcl cons iders thnt man crazy who has e different truth 

f th . . t ? ro~ e mRJor1 y . The courc:ge c1nd the will necec:s2ry to dis-

tinguish truth from the accepted idea characterized both Don 

Q,uixote ond Hnanuno , Both used E: ctual ljfe as ci test for their 

viewpoints,3 for living men are mo r e i mportant th<..tn ch&ni;ing 

ider: s.4 Unc:tmuno vrnuJ.d hct-'Hi u:=, look into ourselves r:.:r.d. find truth 

~ithin our own hearts snd consciences5 snd depend upon that truth 

and ~ork according to our conception of it . 

·------------
1unD m11no , i-;;nsai.222., Vol. VI, p. ?43. 

2 Ib i d • , p • 8 6 • 

3 unarnuno , Vicc:1 de 2.212 _g,uij.Q_t e, :p. llP; Tiorier2 -Y0vE;rro , 
]·i g~l_ de 1Tnc1.~£, p. ~ 54. 

_ 4nrn,rnuno , ~n:-3e.,~'.)s_, V:)l. J , ~:r,p . ~9, 105; '[~J. II, p~ 2.01; 
Vol . TI, p . 16P; Vol • .JII, p . 85; .!2:_da ~ dog ~2:..J,ote, p • .,l. 

5UnPrn1lno, Del ~~~ien,!9.. trft2.£2., p . 18; .-;nsavos , Vol. 
II, p • ...,04; JJI, p71P~; IV, 98; VII, 93-94 . 
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As P em,rdete s2ys in his excellent study , Une.r,mno v:as a 

rerson ~ho liveA in contrrsts : re2son oprosec to fFith , li f e t o 

ce2th , solitude to rmltitude , country to city, v18r to pe2ce , uni -

---;ven ::-,s his 1•';_,:::ter , Don 1uixote , Una -

t>'Uno h2d clif-fic11lty in c1<1 ,1uc:iting · ,irni:;elf to the trut't1 ~-s the '.'!orld 

SPPS it , Rn~ thAref~re , he lived in the mifst o f chAnging i deas 

• J f . . t ? ,.,11_.h 2 grf"' t constancy o sr1r1 • Li ke Don ~1 i xote then , Una~uno 

'"'·C, 8 11 1"1811 F,n,:rPl ,.,1,0 rer-li?,es t11e good :-mc1 clefFmds justice ,·1ithout 

tr:inking of l,is o"n convenience, 1"ithont -fpnr of the prejudices 

U:.c=·t he r1~~y /'.-il'Ol1C\P hy shattering estr1hlishec convent i on~-,, . 11 3 

Urn::riuno sh~tterec'l conventions in liis theory of roetry4 

ex1:rpss ion . Fo etr y C8n ~e expressed in vsny ~2ys : 11 Con li t er~i-

/ 
t1ir2 no se hace ferrocr, r riles , ni puertos , ni f r1hricc1s , ni agri-

1 t • /' , ,... • • 'h1 } , l 115 c1.1 11:r2 , y !'lln ;,oes1a es c, .:,l 1mposJ . ..._e 1.-cer os . I'oetr? is the 

sririt ~hich crPPt~s ana 2av~nces in the world . 

Like Don Quixote , with his long hc1rsngnes on t'tP snh.ject 

6 of' li t.PJ'r-,tvrP ~nr J.Fd.tP.rs , um,111uno V'as :1 1i terfiry critic . Una -

Munn wRs not f'..,vorshl y impressed with the lit~r2ry discussions of 

1 '"'en:·rnRte , Joe . c i.:!:_ ., p . 3/\. . 
') 

Rome r a-r·,vr rro, ··ieuel .9e Fnenuno , H' • 
simrnry of Un2rnmo ' s ,;oliTic~l inconsir0 tnncie~ , 

"54 - '"':::°'9 . 
SP." Ch:C,f • 

For a 
i i . 

3 '-i,noterl fro"" nJ.;::sco I b6n ez in "Arc "'p D:,r 
y.-, J'l 7 "! ~ 11 ? 10 C • C' i t • , ; • :Z, f; • 

~nixcd,ps o r 

15? . 

6 n V' · t c1't ~1~ l~l 1 ~ 7 ipo 
I , f' J ]l (' ~ ' ~ 0 -- 0 • 1: ~ . • • '- .. - -• ' ' ) ' ..L. • ~. ' 
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the g,uij ot~ , hut his 1"::-, s pror, .. hly due to his desire to ~ive Ce r­

vsntA2 r·s litt1e c rec:3.it ctS :possible . 1 Foth Unn~uno 2nd Don 1uix­

ote spoke very fr, v orc'lb l y of their own l itercry effo:rts , 811d of 

the ms.nner in ";hi ch future critics ':'011 lcl reg:: rd them . 2 

lfu2muno ves 8 pro~i~ious re~ce r Bnd, therefore , he h ad a 

v·idP experience in litereture . Almost ell of his ~orks contain 

some reference t o t he classics or to some outst2nfing ~o r k of 

"''Oner n times . 3 In For t ierr a3 de 

his opi n i ons concerning t he Portuguese l i ter2ture of contemporary 

~riters , 4 sayin~ that the Spanish lack of underst~nding was due 

to r.rro,:;F.nce . 5 In Cont.!:§: ,:2st£_ y_ §.:.9.Uello , he discussed thP ,_,rork 

of ~l2nbert , 6 ::no Silv::1 , 7 '..Ousser,u , Voli.,&,ire , :~ietz.scl1e , 8 Car ­

ducci ,9 a.nc V8riou3 others . As to the a'lc·te of contem.pora.ry 

l un ci muno, Ens§!:y_,91!_, Vol. V, pp. 222.-223; Romera-Na.va.rro, 
212.• cit . , p. 189. 

2cervantes, 2£.• cit., pp. 27, 37; Unamuno, ~la, p. 143; 
I.a ~£!!_ia del cristi a.ni~, p. 9; De FuertElvent.~~, p. 10. 

3unamuno, ~! he~£.Q_ Ju~, p p. 10 -34; El es1)ejo de l a 
~~~E_te , pp . 117-118 ; A£dc:.nz2,s , pp . "6 - 3~; I.~ rovelo.s e j emI;_lares , 
pp . 10-ll , 13-lr , "3 , ? 4 ; Recuerdos, PP• 1~ , 4~; De ~uerteven t ura, 
:~p . S4 , n9-70 , 10 '7; ""':ns1: yos , Vo :r:-J'I , I:t: . 19, ~OP;-Vol. -VII , J::1P . 
00-lr,;h , 191-"19 . 

4 Ihid ., pp. 5-1 3 , 15-r7:, ~5-36, 57 . 

5 I b i a. • , p • 1 7 • 

6 11-, • ~ .....:2:.;.;. • ' r, p • ? 1- 31 • 

? I 1~ i cl • , 'P :p • 41- 4 9 • 

8Ihid . , np . 1?3-1~3 . 

9 n.,id ., pp . 177 - 189 . 

.& .. 
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litercture, he ~rote: 

/ 
~n e~ fondo de todo esto aue nos esta pas~ndo no hay 

c;ino un2 COl'lpletE c :..0 rencic rle ii.erles, no YR ..,.etico~ Sino 
estetjr.os 3r 81.ln pUr?mente l iterc=: rios. J,05 11JLS estrn hacienda 
Jit.er::-.tnr:::· <'le literc, tura, novelas scc0c'l.cs rA otr2s novelas, 
cr8rr.2s ex trc1:i'."'c1os de draP12s, l (rice rue no es sino eco d·e 
'JtrP.s 1{:ric2s. '? lo rue h:c>cen f0ltr son h,',...rr; ros . 

Tt;l sAr ri':rr8ro no ir1yiliC'' el se:r i gnor,nt~ ni indocto , 
r.s.. -;--n r { rhrro r11er1.e ,:.;er ooct{ sir.o y h: ,tc_, s;__~J,ient ( sir10 . Sl 
brrrrro es el riue irrun~pe en un car1po desdP otro cr-mpo, con 
otr:: s preoc11prcione::; , con otros rreji1icios- - cfp11es riui en no 
:i o :-s t ± en e ? - - , c on o t ni vi s i 6n y o t :r o s en ti r- i en t o d e l r vi d:: , 
riuP f;rive"11oc; ~ne privc:n en el c a10-:1,o 1-or el i,~run1;id o •••• 

J.f' lj tr->n: tll r2 h2 c2 [ do en tre no so tro s c a si ror comp le to 
en manos de profesionales de ell~ , y lrs profesiones se hacen 
en mano s de lo s p r ofesionfles terri~le~ente conserv~doraB •••• 

•••• Dios or.:; lil're , lectore2, de choc,r con . nn liter::cto , 
con nn genn {no y estricto litercto, con un profesionnl de 
l2s letrrs , con un ~hanist~ de prosa b t rn~znd21 Ser~una de 
12 R f"'2 yo res d esgrc- c1&.s que pued a sorreven1 ro s . 

,., 
iitE.. OP rlon j.1 ,j_ j ote ~ 2_.:,nch~ is re2lly a pEr.:sit.ic:-:~l ,··ork , ' and 2 

:rnrr1··er of his ~.~nsavos r-1re l iterc:ry discnssjons : e . G., "ui re-___ ..__ 

generrdon clel t e;:,tro es112nol , 113 "S obre 12 erud.icion y 1~ cri tica~" 

11 Al,:;-11n, s consi a er::• ci on A:, so bre l c1 lit er: tun· hi spr no - c:,J"1eri co.nu., 11 5 

2nd "Sobn~ le~ tuTYJ.be de CostP. 116 

I'2:rt of Un~rnuno ' s enthusiasT.:; for li terc:,ture ""ras prob2,bly 

one to his love of lr;niuae;e. He reveled i n v1 ords , 7 convinced of 

-----------------
lun2rviuno , ContfE; ;-:_§_toy_ cl0Uello , pp . ::-' 49 -"50. 

~IcazP , on. cit., p . "l~. ~o r 2 discussion of other writ-
ings of Unsmmo c?ncerning Don 1uij_.?__~~' see clwp . ii. 

~UnPr1uno, -r:;ns2y_os , Vol . II. 

4 Ir i ct. , Vo 1. VI. 

5rrt0;.., Vol. VII. 

6 n"'j.d. 

? ~,r d . 
1· a a r1 agF: , 2.P.• cit., p. 96. 
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the v2J.ue of "el juego verbc11. 111 He fre c:uently h.ss dis cussions 

of ~oras , of their origin, or their relation one to Fnother, of 

the images they c a ll up. 2 Don Quixot e also w2s interested in 

l cngnc,ge , in the use of the correct f o r rr of the v,ord , 3 in the 

style of the hooks of chiv~lry, 4 ~nd in language for lrnguage 's 

Don 1uixo te h~, cs sorre kno',' ledge of l conglWt.,e s other than 

r,r.stil 1 iPn, 6 Pncl Un2rnuno ,,,2s Pe ll-vPrsed in rnony l&.nt)l r;es . 7 

1Jn3r,uno helievec'l ,d th Goethe that " Lo conoc e ni su p ropia, 

lengue riuien s 6 1o elJr conoce, 118 for the kno,:· ledge 8nr. comparison 

of the seven' l 18nt:;nr:gP.s Je2c'ls to a hett('".1'.' unoerst2nding to the 

sicnificrn ce of e8ch . In this viewpoint concernin;_; l2nguage, he 

brines t or:;,,,thPr rrtany of his qnixoti c ic'lec:.s : the neect for r ro-

gres s , t'!,,,, ,n.lue of' freP dusc1..1ssion, the e';!~'keninc; of thoue;bt. 

Pis lovP f' o r tt.e Sreni sh le, ngua.ge, 2 phase of his grP- c-, t :p, t ri oti s m, 

?un.-.r,,uno , "'"':n.:?i_Y2.2, Vol . JJ , pp . Jf.3 , '.)'."14 ff; 'voJ . III, 
rp . 79 - 93 , 95-11~, ]91-~37; Vol. JV, pp. 39 , t5 ; Vol . VII , ~p . 
?0 - ~l , 1""3, "09; -r:ecu"":n')r.,,, :pp. ::-- , .,...3G; De •'uerteventl!:.?:'J:., r,:r. ~9 , 
4 7,.., 9 3 ff , 1 58; Del ~1i m:!:_£n to !I:£:.E.i.££, p . 30,..,; S,=1 !J. n,., nuel Bueno, 
r12rtir, TII • 1 ~ , ri'~, :J47 , '."'54; Anclrnzc1s , II' · ""'7 - ,..,:3""'; ror tierr23, --- ~·· ---- ./ -- -
T'P • J5 , 07; =.2. }1e::r·rr,~ .Tn~!~, p . 17; AFiO,I l ££C1.;:,~..9.1p ~ , lP• 0 47-".'~," . 

2..E.• cit., Pl' • 85, l!''.4, 4,..,0, 439, 5~_1 , 569 . 

4 r · r1 p I' . ,.., i:; rN 37 . __.:::.~. ' ~, 
I ' 

5 Jr i ('l -----·' PI' • n :Z, ' 7~6 . 

6 Tr. ' 
.:;..;_~. ' pp . 56 , 756 . 

7 • ~ 1 lT II 1 1' ,I. 1- ..C, 7 7 "Don ''l?:;llPJ. (P ,nprr:uno , .... oc . ~., ~· ·-L) . 

8 um, rnmo , 'Sns2.yo .:l.' 7o 1 . J :r, :p . 
r, . ],...""' • 

14; eno rrc1ni vet, TGl I:.Q.I:-
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is shown in the follo~ing quot2tion: 

/ 
I~nguR que fue: Cervantes--1~ qonris8 

...:i 1 d ·1 . / -f . ,, u e a .er-n us1 on ; _ ne v1 v2 ..1...1.2,nB. 

--'i'eres;:i; fni: ~uevedo--c1dust11 rise 

/ 
y rrongor~ l;i pomp:.? c;11e rec.::-,r:.a. 

los oc~sos; si el Erte no 12 sisR 
e:r. rigrn=iclucho d.e oro se derrc: .. ma .l 

In their inten~st in langtwge 2nd li terc:ture as the tools 

of man, in their preoccup2 tion with the question of rrian ' s i!l'lJ11or­

trli tv, in their sincere warf~rA for the ~dv~ncenent of their 

countrv , c:nd in their zttituoe towE;rd God , the knight of the 1,:211-

ch.o 2nd the professor of Scilc1.nc,.nc8 ere <''like . 

--- ----·---



t~,TJIXO'!'IC CFA'-:AC 'T'-:·':s IY UYA} 1.JEO 'S ''TOPJCS 

Since he hes been ch2r~ctPrizerl 2s more quixotic than 

Ce:rv:-.ntes , thP c:rector of Don 1,uixote , 1 Unc. nuno coulc h2 rdly 

~8il to re"lize that he ~rs hireself a quixotic chrr~cter . Since 

hA ,;•rs 2n e{;otist intArec;teo in 6rr1..c: .. tizjnt::: his unusu2l qu2li ­

tiAs , ? he ,,,onld not B.llon· the :nurlic to f ore:;et his ouix:otisrr .• 

Pewan t edtolie c>nc1sion:::id.o , 3 to feel deer,ly , to re torn 2part by 

the rriys teri es ~' nr! :re· li ti es of life . 4 Fe knen tn2. t "no f a .. l tar£ 

ouien diga rrne quj .ioteo metiendoP1e con molinos de . viento, y que 

Roy Tl!UY aueno <le escririr como se me antoje , 115 but he v:as p r ,Jud 

of his dRring6 and of his lessons to a world which did not under-

? 
st2nd hjs ne2njng . :re spoke of himself 2s his own ch8r2.cter: 

II J• " , ,,- "1 f ' 'JI • ] 0 U " c .~u1en es e que se . 1rP1n .J1 gue _ e namuno t Fnes •••• uno de 

m]· ,... Y' ' 11 de rl0

""' CTl0 c''·t1.Jl'"' .. S , UDO de 1·11·s :'::icF;.Onl0 St,". S 0
11 8 ,J -:, .i,,ersonP.lPS , . nc::: . ·; .-, c· t.:. 

Fe ·rrrs more an actor t han Rn autho r of his books , " dicho se::1 

Sill 12 menos intenciCn ironic2, 119 <"?Tid he VlfS c:' (lUixoti c c1 ctor, 

l r1a1seiro , 1££• cit., p . 645. 

Q •• 
Ante., Ch8p . ll. 

3Fnc:1muno, Yi d.a. de£.££ Q,uijote, p. 10. 

4 SP1PVPrr{2, £.l?.• .£_i t ., p . 73. 

5 nn2!'1uno , T~;-1s2 y os , Vol . III, p . 111 . 

6Fen2rdete , loc . cit ., p . 34 . 

7 r.P1 ,{o , loc . ci!., p . 19. 

PTTnn"uno, 'T'r"'R novelc1s ~e:,'r_:l~, r. 0 :S . 
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playing a tragic role in the tragedy of Spain . He bec:::me , there­

fnre , his greatest work , his best copy of Don tluixote . Ee was , 

like Don Q.l1ixote . fl son of his '"'Orks--a su:prer:e chc. rEcter , con-

cei VP.o, crP.;:; ted , 2.nd dPveloped by his ov:n hr1 nd . The mos t 1uixotic 

,xn r k of TTn.smuno, trP-n, wrs Unar!luno riimself . 1 

The ch.?r~1cterizrtion in the novels of lTn.:-;11uno 5s "rc,ro ," 

(different) bAc:::nse his ch::.rc..cters ;:-,re like UnFJ.m1-mo,·r.rho ":'.TDS a dis­

tinct rersom:lity/' The noveJs Fre more or les~ &utobiographic8.-l, 

not of the physical life of the autho r , 'but s. "fiel retr:1to de 

. . d . . t 1 " 3 SU propia VJ ,;'l PS}:,l Tl ua • Ee showed his inrr:.o'st thoughts in 

0?ring thP. souls of his "~gonistG.s , 114 ,,,hich f2ct e:x::pleins the 

great similarity which is re2dily o~serve~ betTieen the author and 

5 his ch<: rc1 c ters . ~ And since Urnimurj.o 'N2~s 0ui xo tic, his chr~r s cters 

2re excellent exrincplPS of quixotism . 

In 0lrnost 1:1.ll of his novels there is one or more of these 

Quixotic clrnr1=1cters, patterned c=>fte r his master Don )lixote in 

ternrerc,rr.ent . pntterned &fter Un::imuno himself in the gre.,:,t 11 congoja 

de l::i vid2 . 11 Personality is alv.'ays on enigrr.a in his novels for 

Umimuno believr.d thei.t the world_ is for "1os solito rios , los 

,~ . • t 1 T, h • t II 6 ~.u 1 ,1 o e s , o s 1\ o .1 n sons , e c • ThArefore , he ~ortrLyed his ch~r -

l f ' ' i (:; • C ·1:c:i p • ;I. • 

, . t =.2...£ • £ __ . ' 

3I,,._ . .:i - ·~-, 
4 Iri d . 

5 Ihid. 

6Putman, loc. _£it . , p. 110. 
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acters as dre8~ers of life , some pRssion8tely desiring to live 

c1rn sorr,e to he -f' ree from life . The ell:-; rr ct er A find re,:. li ty through 

ffli th , hf'cor:ing ''1h2 t they V'2nt to he . 

I.a retliccd unrnmmesco , es decir , la rf?.,·lic.c(: que se 
dan as! misMos los personejes de l8s ~ltimhs novelas de 
Pnrrr.nrio "en puro quere:s ser , en ruro quer':'::r.· r o Sf'l'.' , " no 
es ~se algo 2Mhiguo e 1ncoloro ~ue p2sc ror re~lis~o en 
el Prte litererio .l 

Jt is not , then, thEt tt.e chanctt=:rs in tl:te novels of T:nc-

r~uno ;:irp f; nt, stic , ~;c; c;or-,P peo~,J.P ·.,rou1c1 s 11rr·,i ,0 , ... hen t'::.e c cljec-

tivP "c11dxotic" is 1.1sPcl . rm, A r r, ,., n ~ ~,1] • • • t > F'" C . . t • - • t n.,;, ,,re , .,..s .... 01, ,.1).'.) E, .c:o, 111 1,.,a e-

\· rP~ 1 , true to n:e'1,selves , 1-,cJS :.-' ior;;.'LPly rie1ieving . Jt is not 

the 11 • • Jt ~2s Don 1uixote's aim in life , rather than his at-

t8npts to 2ccorr,pJieh it , v1lt.id1 made hirr ir,;riort;:,l . 

Go1rr9n,c~ 8 See;isP~unclo con don 'suijote, dos sonFdores 
<'le J.2 vjclr, . Ic1 rec·lidrd en 1:: vidc, de ' cl.on C)ij jote no fueron 
,oq nolinns ~., viento , sino los gigentes . Ins rolinos Pr8n 
fenomenicos , 8I)D.rAncioJ.e-::;; lo::, gigcrtes errn nume'i,icos , 

__, 1 ;i 1 ' ;l 1•,:i ' . ' ," S1llGtcncir,Jps . E l S1lP.TIO es ~.J. l'.e ..Le' Vll1.8, rP' cl(;;(· , crAcCJ.011 . 
J;, f'e rriqm;:i no ""S , ::ieg1·fo sr,n I'.'.1hlo , sjno Jc suhst,,nch. oe 
] c S CO Sr 8 011 e 8 P e S !l P. r 8 D , y JO q U e S e e Sf, e r r, e S S i1 P ff O • Y h· 
fe e1:1 lfl fuente ae h, reRliclcid , por~uP. es Jc. vi\l,,i . Creer es 
crPRr . ~ 

necc1.lrne the re;,l man is tlrnt -r1hich he v'ould desire to 'be , 3 

UnDrmno i,,ras morP. interested in the !!_OV:.£!§2: , or dreRms , of F r,,an 

11 ::~o me interes;:i s1l hiP,toric , me 

- - ------· -------· .. --·-------------

.... 
, Un:-cr.lUP o , rr,res novel2s e~r•,r:2,1res , I'· 0 0 . 
'Z, 
VI, ·. , _·_J_' ., 
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v P'1 c·1.-=-nt::i ·0 e'st, , 1- c11~sti6n es 

To be .-: gocic , strong chi. ra c ter , the Flc:n of the nove 1 must 

ross~ss either voluntad or noluntna . ? Vo lvnt::.,d is the strong; de -

sire to live>; , to :perpPtmte oneself , to become irr:rr..ortal ; £2_lunt8 d 

i s t h e strong desir e to cease existence, to seek oblivion, to 

e n d the agony of life. The t wo a re re c'i lly very close l y a kin End 

Bre cha r 2cteri s ti c of quixotic cha r a cters. Don ~uixot e possessen 

V'J l un t e 6 i n such (JU8n t i ties tlu, t he ma de hi mRelf ricU.culous in 

order t ::i nt t ::iin imrw rtal ity ; when hi s mi ss ion w2s fu l f illed , he 

ir'r,s g lc-10 to e nd t h e enrthJ.y exjstence :-nd to prss into his r P''..·c.-rd 

Uve ,·,itr, vll his hndy , ,.~'itL ~_.11 :·1is :.:ind , ,,j_th r,J.J hi::::: s;irit . 

1-e m11st have n.n all-envelopin,; desire to live long on thi s eE-rth 

Dnn ·:;,11 i.::o te , hro vi ng ever , .. i th them the kno':' J.en ge of tlte i r1t<;inence 

of deeth , prRyert th:t their deeds mi ght continue long 2nd their 

The othPr extrer;e of: the novel cll0r: ctP.r , of the quixotic 

incivichw.l , e>f the cl e srondent i'~oods of Unc1munn D::.c1 of Don :.i,uixote 

is thP intPnse h~tred of li f e , t~e aesire f or 0blivion 2nd t he 

dre~ro of rleeth, the 1=rn i cid2l impu.1 se rl1ich inb=ms i °fiP.s life -----.. __________ _ ·------------------- -----
184; cf . :pr . 148 , 

I"\ 

"Tfnpmuno , Tres !22.!els_~ tl~pl2r~, p . 15 . 
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Yay, en efecto, cu8trJ ?osici~~Ps, QUe son dos ~osi ­
tiv?s: 2) 0 uerET ser; b) rue rer no ser; y dos nec;rtiv~·s : 
c) no ruer0.r ser; a ) no r,_ll.f~rer no ser ••••• De nno r:ue no 
ruiere ser rificilr1r-rnt9 SP s~c:c um cric0 tur~· ,-:o l ticc 1 d~ 
ll'>VPl?:, "'erode 'Jn:i c:nP e:niere no ser , s{ . Y el cue 
0:,1.::.e r e no s~r , no es, i cl::-:::o !, 1:in. suicicc=' . 

~·., 1 ,- n P n n i e r "" n o s P r l ,o ,... u j_ P r r-: s i P n o o • 1 

0:f ;nseni ty ei tl1er throug?1 lli 2. cUscu.ssion of the chc.r( cters or 

U,rJU[:)1 t11P ic'!ec,s voicec'l hy tl1P. charz.cters. Fis q_precia tion of 

Don 1~pixote c an he more easily unc.erstood ;:ifter tl-1e study o:t 

his vie~s towrrd ins8nity , b o th re~l and reputed. One of lJne -

nuno ' s most 0uixotic ell:: r: ctors , r c;oct··H 1·,i th the oisturrine 

l1: l, i t o f' , · r j i i I"!~ -r"' n t .~ s ti c P to r j_ e s , s ~- ;;T s o f i n s: n i t y : 

rr . 

I.~ r ': v OT r i J' P J' P. rl Ci, P n tr 8 l OS 10 COS :/ l O G C 11 r- I' G O S • • • • 

Pt nu0 { 0.:;tos , 211rwue pj_p.:,s~ ri locnrc,q, , no ser ,,UF':! se;_.n 
t')nto"' cl'" yer"-te, l orr'lH' ent-:ir,c0s nJ L :3 J;·j "-'ns:: n ; ::· 1 1nn_11<": 

1::. s rj Pn,:·n , c:j --o , ni :"'c; c1iC('l1 ni r,en0s J::.,.s '1::. cen; 1,0 ien­
tr~-:, 0110 f!r<11~'1.los, :o · fiW'' 1lc,:'~r-os ]_ocos, c::-recen del 
:i:- o r1 er c1 e l n hi r, i c i 6n , no s on cs pa c e s de cont en e r s e • d A 
r.11j_4n , cor'O r:.o lJ.e,--.;110 s11 -f,-lt-::., de imcginecio'P ::. prnto de 
ir:J,PciJ.i0:::1d , no se le h2 ocurrj_clo ~ J.gunr vez ::~lt.,;irn:, lo-
c11r:::1? 7'::, sc, l"i do con tenerse . Y si no Jo Sc.re , o ds en lo co 
o en genio, r;~·yor o 1·enor , se1;;6 n le> locure sec: .• J;s nuy 
CihtOOO hPrlt·T c'1e ilusiones; pero crec·F:e llSt>2d Clle lll'.12 

j Timi 6n 0ue res 1J.te 1:rf cticr , oue nos 1J.eve c. un tcto que 
tiPn(1P r conservDr o qcrecent· r o intenslficar 1~ vid~, es 
1Hlf' j rpreAi on tn1 Verde.cl er2 COT10 le OUe :pueon1 COPlprorr ::".' 
,.,.,~s escrup11l0s2-:-::ent1:>. todofl J.os 8:r;:,rrc=,tos cient{ficos que se 
j nventen . "':se nee es: rio re1·uesto de lo cur:-,, J.h•rnemosl2 
~s f, inclisrensrl"le rcrc= que h.syc1 rrogreso; ese 0ese01iilibrio 
sin ""1 cu21 llegsrf r rronto el ~undo es~iritu8l a sh9olut8 

1 "\ 
-L' ' 

""res DOVPJ.t. S --- cf. elso , 
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reroso, es decir , & ~uPrte, eso hay (Ue e~rle['rlo de un 
~ado ore otro .l 

rerhaps the ones c alled insRne coul~ rPstr~in themselves, 

;:,ut they feel no cesire t'J do so since they h.::ve no fe[.r · of t}ie 

, urlic nor of it s ri c1.icnle . A loco roes not mind the ridicule, 

'1:-ec2use he h3s his clrearris to console h i m for the 1.·c::kness of pub -

l_:ic 01-:,i:11jon . nor tl:is resson the locos , of 1"hO::~ Do:1 ~uixo te is 

tLe very spirit , deserve the venen tion 2nd respect , ... ith whi ch 

"1 

they ere oftr=m resrroed. · It is tJ1.ey ,;Tho give the roetry t o th e 

,·nr1,:,, j_t, is tlu~y "'Tho ere fcrsic;htec1 enough to nmke discoveri es 

r.ent of civilizr,tion. A loco is tl:erefore .'uch 1•:ore to r,e res-

rrrrrtl2' ins2ne icle~.s 2nd of re~·l end c1eep err.otions ,~nc experi -

er c es . 

1 1<1ny of the so - c,il1ed insc.11e Ere reo~ le r,orn out of their 

Pf!,e . 'l'Lns r' rr0i1ievcl s ,.irit in the nineteenth or t,,·rAntieth cen­

tur:r ser:-rreo f"R rjcj cn1ous rs tl:i.0. r.eoir.v: 1 knilc:;ht in thP. sixteenth 

CP. nt1Jry . OnJ.y those cl1stoms 2n0 ioec's current rmonc the mrsses 

arp, ren·rcec 1:~s s2ne ry contem:rorPries . r~·he b·entietl1 century 

ice?s or Don ~lixote concernin~ cert~in topics ~ere out-of-seEson 

a.nn 1-ience ins;--ne . "'he r2nicr l rerur0 li cen r rece1)ts of U:nc.rnuno ,;rnre 

too Prv, ncec :fn:r thP gPnerrt ion of lf9P r:nr there·fore c::nixotic . 

·----·-------· 
1 TTn2r.nrno, -r;nsrvos , 'Fol . IV, p . 185. 
t") 

Thin., p . H'9. 

3.fbi(., p . 190. 
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v si srle del re~lismo sencho - prncesco es ~arP drr en 
qvijotesco inerlisr::o , posiciones cr·tb;-s ('_ue se du1 en unidr.d 
v fuerp las dos del ide£lismo re2list2 o reRlismo ideFlista 
~, 2 1~ vez nin( !''•ico, riue er> visor v ssvi c.: r'l rensar,iento 
S / •1 V 

euro:peo con tempor[' n eo . 

''11.ese char~ ct.erisU.8S r 2ke u;: the c::.,r:,:"ct8r nui.iotesco v ---- __ .,,._ ___ ,l.. 

the novels , in th"?. c.r2.'';::,s , :.1nc in t .. 1P short stJrir-:>s of Un:nn.iino 

:;osoess these C!u:· li ties in tl1P s~-·~.e de._;rP.e. Son.e of the charac-

ters ~rP no ~ore th~n sh~do?s, not clearly drawn by the author, 

re signed to rct :-,c; b2ckcr11md for the chief chcr~ctPrs. Some 

cl~;:-r.~ cters rossess some or th"' c~ 1~ r~ 1 cterj :-;tics hut not c,lJ of 

I") 

'I':l.e Dr. >:rnt·0 rco· ,::hose orini.o:'.1 of ins::n:itv i,c,s quoted 

Fbove "'8S hiro?ielf c tyricolly quixotic Dnd 1mL~~£2 chc,ro cter. 

e ,··c,9 8 vr:-.r:y srne phvsicirn wj th a ls.rce rr: ct ice "'l1icl1 he served 

he frerinen tlv rec'd . 3 .... h,"!refore, '.vhen he f F:l t his desire for crea­

tive ~riting fightin~ 8grinst Lis scientific knonlAdge &nd &c ­

curc.,cv. he go.VP expression to those fantsstic c,tod es '.'1h ich wer~ 

rs mnch;:, pPrt of his 31enrnnc1.lity ::-:.s ,,:rs his medicr:.l j_nterest. 

T:ec rnse the 1'·orlc1. could not c=, ccept the inconsistenc)r of his ,rri t-

--------------------------·---------------

rv, rr . 

1 I'"'. ~ ...., "' _ ._J_. (_,,.' p. ._l. 
~ TTn2r-:11no , 
JJ5?-191. 

3 I"' . .:i __ 1_\:..•, p. 

11 Ic lo cure: 

l?l. 

''e 1 D"cto·~ ,·,...ntr rco " ~,n"~·'ros Vo 1 
\.·' , .t.. ~· .,_J I I J ,_J L •. ' ;.;!._~-~ ' \ -'- • 
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ings ana his ~rofession, he =Rs regcrded first a s unusuPl, then 

f . 11 . 1 1ne ~y as insane . In like m8nner, the nobles r e -

2;c1rded Don quixote, seE'ing the incon::,if::tency of :iis ideas \'!ith 

thA world in ~hich they lived , overlooking his expre3sion of his 

i~e2s in his own life . ~ Because of the attitude of the people 

t'1':''<"r'.'l r.i--, Dr . :r·ont2rco became incrnne , hut very qnix:::,tic~lly so . 

-.~is aes're for imrrortc,lity , to ex1lress his inner fe~lings , is 

rr.r::-]l.Pl to thPt of Urn:1:riuno himself . 

'',his hnnc;er for the i · 1rr10 rt[- 1 drove Dr . :··on tc: rco i nsa.ne , 
and f i ~a 1.ly ki 1 Jed him. , 1Phi le in lTrn;r,1uno it has served to 
increGSP hi? strength ~nd spirit . Dr . J~ntarco uchieved 
his irir-iort£>lity through de8th, 1Tnc1muno throui:;h r1ore snd more 
life . 3 

.Tulia de G6r1ez 4 also heca.me insane , at f i r st fro m h e r own 

doubts5 and late r t hrough the 8ttitude of he r husband . 6 The all­

enveloping thought of ~er mind was whether or not her hush8nd 

lovPc1 rH"r . 7 Tr-tis onP t·toui=:;ht a.s t,he rna.in intP.:1'.'est in life made 

hPr ty:nicc·lly quixotic, for Don 1iuixote srient the hpiit yec.rs of 

Lis life, the on]y :vee rs v•e knovr lluch about, folJ.o\' 'i n G one idehl . 

l Ih i i . , :p • 17 ? • 

I") 

' Cerv:i.n to, s, 2.£ • .9.i t ., rt . I I , cl.LP ls. xx.xi. j -x .. -:xi U • 

not.0 on 

4 11 j,Taa.c1 

r· ~ • 1 ) :-r - 0 13 • 
rnenos que toc'lo un hor1bre , " 

6 rr.i2_. , r. 194 . 

7 I~~. , p • 1 r-;,1 • 

Tres 11JVPJ.2S 
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Iike Don ~vixote 's seo.rch for Dulcine:::', ,Tulic's 2tte'";:-:ts to sn-

swer thequAstion "brought her no 2ssur::--riee hut c~id unr"c:il:.nce her 

. . 1 
r- J. :n a • 1uixoticc'lly, she vras f't'so r1,ec'1 i,rith tltis :"'rohler1 until 

~uixotic8l1y, 2lso, he r 
') 

o~ romantic novels , - ~nd 

A}ej; 1 nrlro hir1 ·~elf r~cc,:•,P ri11J'<:oticDlJy insE,ne ,,t the 1c1st 

,_- r;, r~ an 

:ror :-il 1 o•·• l1~T'"''"\~Jr to (''lrjt ony f):'10tion even V'ithin his 01."'11 con-

. 6 
SC1PJ1GP 0 Iik 0 ull ~oixotes he h~d the secr8t of ~i~ soul Lidden 

fro~ misun~erstAnding eyes . 

2r:r1 of ;T81F:na . 2 :Tis r,r.-1 ::rticulr-·r locura. ".'c'S rli::=: s;:rec t P!lV'.7 and 
~ ------ ~ -

lr tr e c~ , j t ~ c Ru c; ""s , i ts er f e c ts , i ts re~, e di p ~'l , ·1 rove 11 in to 

--------------... ---------------------~-----.. - -----·----

r-, 
Jl i r, • ' 

7 
._J J1- j r'l • , 
4 p, j r' --··-· .' 
5r 'r'l __ ., 
6 P,i--l. 

' 

8 J1-, • 1 ~-, 

r. 193 . 

p . "1 7 . -'- .. . 
r . 197 . 

p . lsiP. 

r . :'l? . 



:,'1ixote 

9;:J 

·nf gre~ter tri?ls of s;irit . 

in thc1t the 1:·orJc1 kne1 '· nothing of his 

a disti~ct ty~e of 

prohlem hut con-

'"'}1e intensity yr hj 2 fePling E.nct the 

, ,; r p WP rP ~~ " I 0 1..1 .. n r'"!t.1r1 es c 0 • -------
~-,.,l1~' of t.h"' fP1rini_n° c11r:r--ct"'rS of ;:~nc::r.1 1.no ' r; ,,rrorks hcive 

"vn ro.onc,trnoso A:;:'~tito CP 11ctArnirlrc1 , 111 '. 11dcli CF 11ses th :,,;'1 to eacri-

'"hi 8 i S C' l1 t 8 

q.~, .r , L 

,..e"· 011i·,:otic c1.· r cter·istics . 

"'' 1 i cj rP hPcr-i11sp of t11P confusion she rr:c1de of hi::; lifP . 

".-ertru<li s4 11a d the responsi ri li ty of the upbringing of 

----~-------------------------------------------------

P i "''" • : . - r P ' ~-......::._'-__ ..;.., ::S7-lCZ . 

31i..·' 04 _ r '_l: 0 , r O V 0 
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t::e :f5v 0 c}-_i 1 c:r-1:ff, of' her rrotLer-ir:.-lc··, :-.n,~ she felt toward them 

t'1r:>n to or·~P.rVP th 0 ,::rorP,r h:·e o::" mourning, then to Jn~e:r from 

r,·.')rt~ lity , frPr:uer.tly tt.rough cLiJ.c1 ren . -r;,or ex.c-::·~·,Je, Don Avito 

" ~ stuc1,ent o-f sociolo;icrl rer.::,;o:.::Y , 3 c:'lesirer; to h~-:.ve 

P son 8nn to 11,.,.1,8 of hi:-•,' c;erdu·.:; hy educcting hir ::·ccorcUnc_- to::., 

.,.,.hj ,-,, V'"'S no r'ore t:1::-·n his desire to rr:cJ,p ;-; nc"',e for hire-

s0,J·f tlirou&:h 11.is chilo. Apoloc"oro, the son , conscio11.s of bein6 

unu:-,,nJ ,5 kille<'l hi!';self hec:-c,'J.3P he coul:'l not :: cl just 11i111self to 

life . 6 Fowev er , he too hod felt the need to defe~t death by lecv­

ing sor·e rer11er~1"'rrncP of him , 7 c.nc'l his son bPc;iry;p t:-:ii:: ne1.' sub~iect ___________________ ... ______________________ _ 
') 

TJnr- rmno , ~ y_ 

3n,jr: ., p. ::59. 

rii:~uel cle Unrmmo, ----- -,., 
n e ~ ,, g_~ .?._g)" l r: r-· ... .., c;.'- - c.. • --- -

4 .r.h i ~ • , :r p • "' 6 , 0 P • 

~ Ih. 11 __ 1_,_.' :r . lPO . 

611--.. ~ ~-, 
7 J,._ • , 

~ -, l' • 191 . 

.P . 101 . 



94 

for exrerirrPnt rv Don /1.vito , ,:rho ;·:,s not ois c our::-3:ec": ct having 

f2ilecl once , "but , like Don ~uixote , heg:0;11 2s2.in 1 :i th ne1.7 fe r vor . 1 

. f . . . / b / ;i • / • h h } l ] ;i 9 J'Ol11 2c10 11 v 1v10 us c cn,,ose y r~ur10 sin ;:· PTSP 12 . . 2vo , 11~ 

trying to f'inc1 in ne·;,, ex:periences t?rn c=:nsv·er to the old rrob lems 

of' life . Pp rir. not r.o the convPnti::,n2l thinc;s; the ,,·prp siL,ht 

Jj'·p Dori Avito , 11.e songht ir,u-(ortr-lity in his chilc1r0n; r-no unlil~e 

Don Av-ito , he found the origirn:.l self for •::hich he he<l hPen ser-rch­

ing . 4 T~r::. sonr;ht to l·e oiff0rent- - 8 true chc:r~ ctPristic of 1'oth 

Don (~nixot 0 0·110 Tin;:nmo . 

hrs fl I1rorlem which t~J,rs on the esrects of the con6o j [' d.e la _::::idr, 

. ·t 5 1ns,n1 y . ·~rith m8n~r o f t her-1 it is , ss Unrnnmo s::,id , the c1esire 

to exist or the ~esjr0 not to exist . 6 

Thjs ~pony c:=used glooM 2nd pessimisrr 2nd torture to the 

sri:ri ts of triese chrr:: ctPrs just ~-s it t~in to Don 1~uLx:ote . ';'he 

::, r,,i,t{_c,,7 •··;rnteo 8n heir , rnt Le ···cn tec3 : J.so to r-rescrv") his t1onor , 

1 Ji-. l' rl p r, n i::; __ ,,_. -\ . ' . .. .. 
n 

TTn.orruno , 11 :r:onif2cio , 11 :~l ~s;rej_.2_ ce L Y''l1Prt 0 , pp . 45 , 47 . 

3 1 1,j_ r • ' :r • 
4 rr.ir1 ., p . 

5AniP ., 'PP• 

6 Ante . , pp . 

? TTnc ""'1 1no , 
1()~- 1()3 . 

'15 . 

,1.p ., . 
P9-9~ . 

P6- P7 . 

/ re I11r,r.1 ::r1c-·," e j emr L r0 2, 
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and the two desires confused and erri'ol tteI.·eo. his last d9,ys. Tris­

tan 1 a,nd :.,)on .Juan?. ·,vere e ··" ch in c )n ti.nua l 'llen t al disturbance be-

cause of the influence of two women on his life. Eoth lacked the 

will to combat such emotions and committed suicide. Their lives, 

and the lives of similar characters, were composed of "mi se ria y 

podredumbre."3 

Suicide is frequently the conclusion of the .£2.!!~9sa 

life, as has already been illustrated. Death is frequently the 

theme of the short stories which make up the collection, fil 

~~J.2. de la muerte, "The Mirror of Death." In "El amor que 

asalta,"4 Atanaeio and Eleuteria both died of love, according to 

the doctor 's verdiot. 5 Neither was strong enough to endure the 

emotion for which he or ehe had been seeking with all the perse­

verance of a Q,uixote; 6 therefore, it was really suicide. "Juan 

Manso: Cuento de muertos117 tells of the despera te, insane search­

ing of the protagonist for a place to spend eternity since he was 

denied the privilege of entering either heaven or hell. 8 Ram6n 

1Jbid. 

2 unamuno, "Dos madres," Tres !!.Q.Vel~ ejem£1~~-' pp. 33-.}.03 

31.E.!£. , p • 63. 

4unamuno, F.l espejo 

5 Ibid., p. 33. 

6~., p. 29. 

7 Ibid., pp. 107-113. 

8 Ib i d • , :p • 110 • 

de la muerte, pp. 29-35. --~-
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Nonnato was born "con el suicido en el alma," and is found dead 

at the beginning of the story.2 

Bl 2!.!2. is an excellent drama of mystery and of confusion 

in life leading to .!9.£!!~ and finally to suicide. Twins,. Cosme 
/ 

and Damian, were so nearly alike that it was impossible to die-

3 tinguish them. One twin killed the other, and confused his 

identity with the dead brother to such an extent that he, as well 

as others, did not know which twin was the assassin and which the 

assassina.ted. 

~Yo? c!°Asesino yo? d°Pero qui en soy yo? dQui e'n es el 
asesino? dQ,ui.en e} asesinadp? c°Quien el :verdjgo" d Q,uie'n 
la v{ctima? dQuien Ca{n? dQ,uien Abel? d1uien soy yo, 
Cosme o Damian? s{, estallo el misterio, se ha puesto a 
razon la locura, se ha dado a luz la sombra •••• . Odia a tu 
hern~no como te odias a ti mismos, dispuestos a suicidarse 
mutuamente, por una mujer ••• .. por otr~ mujer ••• pelearon ••• 

/ 
Y el uno sintio queen sus manes, helada s por el terror, se . / . 
le helaba el cuello del otro ••• Y miro a los ojos muertos 
del hermano por si se ve{a muerto en ellos ••• Las sombras 
de la noche que llegab~ envolvieron ,,.el dolor de~ otro .••• 
Y Dios se callal?a •• ":,-· IY sigue.,., callandose .todav1a! d. Q,uiin 
es el muerto? d ~uien es el mas muerto? ~~uiin es el 
asesino?4 

Eventually, not being able to endure any longer the strain of the 

mystery and of the knowledge of death, the other one, Cosme or 

Damian, Cosme and Dami&n, killed himself 5 or was killed by the 

l 11 Ramo'n Nonnato, suicida," ibid., p. 20. 

2unamuno, El espejo de~ muerte, p. 1?. 

3unamuno, ~1 otro, p. 41. --
4 rbid., pp. 39-40. 

5112.!.£., p. 77. 
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other one .1 "Fl otro," "The other one," was either of the twins, 

or both of the twins. That was the mystery in the soul of II el 

otro 11 which caused him to take his own life after having killed 

"el otro," the one first killed. This mystery caused the wives 

of the twins to become crazy, each with a great insane love for 
2 "el otro." 

. / / / 

!El m.isterio! Yo nose quien soy, vosotros no sabeis 
quienes sois, el historiador no sabe quien es (Donde dice: 
11 !! !!i 9 toriadOr no ~ qui en !;_~, II ~ed!;_ de Ci rs~: II~=­

~ !!2. ~ quien ~. 11 ), no sabe quien es ninguno de las 
que nos oyen. 1odo hombre se muer~ cuando el Destino le 
traza la muerte, sin haberse conocido, y toda muerte es 
un suicidio, el de Ca[n. iPerdonemonos 3os unos a los 
otros para que Dios nos perdone a todos! 

The story of Don Manuel Bueno has also the theme of the 

mystery of life, but it is a much happier story, filled with 

faith. Don 1J:a.nuel Bueno was involved in the thought of "el negro 
/ / 

vel o cosmico del misterio, en lo que tras else esconde, en lo 

que ocurrir{a sd. alguien osase levantarlo, siguiera un apice. 11 4 

He wa s a self-sacrificing man, however, and refused to inconveni­

ence others by his personal struggles. In his daily life an im-

perturbable happiness hid from the eyes of his parish the infinite 

and e t ernal sadness of his spirit. 5 1"ithout believing, he made 

others believe and saved himself and them. He said, " l ]li vida, 

1unamuno, !! 2,!!,2., p. 74. 

2 Ibi,9;.., pp. 84-85. 

:3 ng., p. 90. 

4 Putman, loc. cit., p. 106. 

5unamuno, 2.§!!! Y~nue l Bueno, ~rtir, p. 58. 



98 
/ 

I.azaro, es una especie de suicidio continue, un combate contra 

el suicidio, que es igual; pero que vivan ellos, que vivan los 
1 

nuestrosl" This was his con6oJa, typical, according to the dis-

cussion by Unamuno in the prologue, of the everyday anxiety which 

t t th h i 1 i it f . . t 1 2· ormen s e p ys ca sp r o sp1r1 ua men and women. 

The agony of San Manuel was for the people he taught, but 

other characters from Unamuno•s novels suffer this grief because 

of their great love for one person. Like Don Quixote and his de­

votion to Dulcinea,3 they have no other thought. Emeterio and 

Rosita, 4 Ricardo and Liduvina, 5 Joaqu{n and Helena, 6 Julia and 

Alejandro,7 Juan and Raquel, 8 Augusto and Eugenia, 9 and Avito and 

Marina.10 were all intensely interested in love at some part of 

their story. 'Ricardo would have Liduvina as his ideal (as Don 

Quixote ha.d Dulcinea) even when they were no longer associated 

with each other. 11 Raquel loved Juan with an "amor furioso, con 

1 Ibid. , p. 86. 

2 rbid., pp. 12-13. 

3cervantes, ~·£!.!.•,pp. 25, 27, 33, 40, 60. 

4unamuno, "Un pobre hombre rico o El sentimiento c6m.ico de 
la vida," ~ Manuel Bueno, martir, pp. 195-261. 

5 unamuno," Una his tori a de arno r," ibid., :pp. 2 61 ff. 
6 / 

Unamuno, Abel Sanchez. 

7unarnuno, "'Nada menos que todo un hombre," Tree novelas 
~iempla!~, pp. 133-213. 

8una.muno, "Dos rnadres," ibid., pp. 33-103. 

9unamuno, Niebla. 
10 , 

Unamuno, ~ l pedagog1a. 

11unamuno, San Manuel Bueno, m.a:'rtir, p. 296. 
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sabo a muerte." Juan belonged to her; all his possessions and 

even his wil l were hers.2 Augusto loved Eugenia,3 and then Rosa~ 

riobecause of Eugenia, 4 with an "amar{o innato."5 Avito Carrascal 

fell in love with Marina and sacrificed his well-laid pl~ns for a 

scientific marriage in order to marry for love. 6 

The element of sacrifice, a. quixotic chara.cteristic, is 

frequently found in Unamuno's works. Each person felt the need 

for a redeemer or the desire to be a redeemer, both involving 

sacrifice. Thus Julia thought of Aleja,ndro, 7 Antonio of Joaqu{n, 8 

Ferta of Juan9--each woman feeling that she would be "el angel 

redentor"lO of her particular §;~O!Q:_~• I,uisa sacrificed herself 

for the lf.arques, ll the son of Don Agust{n sacrificed his heal th 

and finally his life in order to study and work to provide for his 

parents, 12 and the entir6 l ife of Gertrudi~as one of self-

----·---------·------------------------
lunamuno, ~ ~~ ejemplares, p. 36. 

2 .!El..£., p. 68. 

3unamuno, !iebla, p. 36. 

4~., p. 103. 

5.!lli·' p. 46. 

6unamuno, Amor / 
~ ~dagog1a, p. 47. 

7 Tres novelas !Ll,emplar~, Unamuno, -
8unamuno, 

/ 
51. Abel Sanchez, p. -

p. 149. 

9 Unamuno, ~ novelas ejemplares, pp. 42, 47, 55. 

10 I'!2J..£. ' P. 4 7. 
11 / ,, 

Unarnuno, "El l/farques de Lumbr1a," ibid., pp. 103-133. 
12 Unamuno, "I.a beca," El~~ de~ muerte, pp. 85-93. 

13 / Unamuno, La. ill ~ • 
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sacrifice. 

The characters of the historia, Sa.n W..anuel Bueno, m(rtir, 

are especially self-sacrificing. They become with Don Quixote, 

"martirios quijotescos111 for the good of their people. 
/ 

IB.zaro 
/ 

and Angela Carballino sacrificed themselves in teaching the peo-

ple. They believed as did Don Manuel: "Yo no puedo perder a mi 

pueblo pare, ganarme el alma. As{ me ha hecho Dios. / Yo no podr1a 

soportar las tentaciones del desierto. 

la cruz del nacirniento. 11 2 

/ / 
Yo no podr1a llevar solo 

These people were passionately religious, believing in 

God without realizing that they believed. Most of Unamuno•s char­

acters are religious as he himself was religious in spirit and as 

Don Quixote was religious. There is always the presence of a 

great faith. In 11 Cruce de caminos, 113 for example, an old man left 

a.lone in the world and a young orphan became as grandfather and 

granddaughter through their faith and through their dreams. 4 They 

believed they lived as four people: the grandfather and the 

gr anddaughter in heaven, and the grandfather and the granddaughter 

on earth. 5 Don Roque, s. "bendito de Dios,"6 was a very religious 

person in habit and loved to pray, especially in chorus.? Pedro 

1unamuno, ~ M:a.nue! Bueno, martir, p. 30. 

2~., p. 60. 

3unamuno, ~l espejo de la muerte, pp. 23-29. 

4 rbid., p. 25. 

5 rbid., p. 26. 

6unamuno, "Soli tana," ll!l!•, p. 39. 

7 ll!.£., p. 37. 
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Antonio wanted to educate the child in "la sencilla rigidez 

catolica," 1 showing his religion; but Don Avito wanted no reli­

gion for his son, 2 showing his lack of religion because of the 

idea that faith is opposed to science. 3 

Don ~uixote's special type of lineage is reflected in that 

of Alejandro who said--"Mi familia empieza en m{," 4 and vrho prided 

himself on his democratic spirit. 5 He had great confidence in 

himself, 6 ambition, 7 and much will power or voluntad. 8 All of ---
these qualities are characteristic of Don Quixote. 

The Calderonian idea that "la vida es sueno" is found in 

some of the characters. Ignacio of~~ la guerr~ was an "es-

p{ ri tu despierto y sonador; " 9 Matilde of "El espejo de la muerte" lO 

dreamed a new life at the age of twenty-three; 11 Soledad of the 

story by that name was a solitary dreamer making for herself a 
12 / · , 

cult in the worship of the Virgin. Don Perez of " ICosas de 

iii . 

1 unamuno, ~ ~ !! guerra, p. 16. 

2 unamuno, ~ ~ ~~dagog{a, pp. 70-71. 

3For a discussion of religion in Unamuno's works, see ohap. 

4unamuno, .!!~ novelas ejemplares, p. 160; cf. 159, 178. 

5 .!E.!.£., :pp. 147, 158, 167. 

6 Ibid., pp. 148, 154, 174. 

7 ll!.1·' p. 147. 

8 Ibid., pp. 147, 154. 

9Romera-Navarro, Migu~~ 9& Unamuno, p. 54. 

lOA short story in the collection by the same name. 

11unamuno, !! espejo ~ la muerte, p. 7. 

12 Ibid. p. 75. -- ' 
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franceses!" would not ruin his investigations with the impurity 

of reality because he remembered the treatment of Don Quixote by 

the galley-slaves.1 

/ 
But Augusto Perez of Niebla is perhaps the best example. 

2 He almost doubted his own existence, seeing all of life as 11 una 
3 

nebulosa," a haze. Real life, he believe~ is nothing more than 

a dream which we all dream, a common dream of the world.4 "Solo 

est6 de veras despierto el que tiene conciencia de estar sonando, 
/ 

como solo esta de veras cuerdo el que tiene conciencia de su 

locura. 115 

Portraying as he did these quixotic characters, Unamuno 

exaggerated hie own quixotic qualities and looked upon the world 

as containing many Quixotes. Since he has within his personality 

the roots of the seven cardinal sins and of the seven cardinal 

virtues,6 every man has within himself all men, and envies other 

men to the extent only that he desires to be all men. 7 Thus each 

person has a problem which, in a person of voluntad or noluntad, 

may become a quixotic agony or finally a quixoti c insanity. The 

primary characteristic of the Quixote is that he ie alone, above 

lrbid., p. 56. 

2unamuno, Niebla, p. 5. 

3 Ibid., p. :39. 

4 Ibid • . -
5~., p. 26. 

6unamuno, ~ ~~ ~mpla res, pp. 25-26. 

7unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VII, p. 60. 
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the men about him. Unamuno, then, found his quixotic people 

among the scientists, the adventurers, the philosophers--all those 

who sought the mystery and poetry of existence and who, with their 

idealism and their quixotic insanity, found reality not known nor 

understood by the unimaginative public. 

The discoveries of science are all fruits of the attempts 

to explain mysteries, 1 all products of a distinct world created 

within the scientist's own soul. The most durable products of the 

spirit grow and develop within the spirit without the exposure to 

light.2 For the world is not always kind to spiritual products, 

especially to those which are imperfect in form and seemingly not 

adapted to real life. 

The "caballer{a andante del sen timi ento a lo di vino," 3 

those Christian saints of Spanish history and legend,--those also 

were quixotic in Unamuno's interpretation, self-sacrificing, 

idealistic, searching for the reason and the secret of existence. 

~ven Christ himself was quixotic4--or it might be better to remem­

ber that Don ~uixote was a faithful disciple of Christ and modeled 

his quixotic character upon the Christian life of his master. 

Then the Spanish saints were both Christian Q,uixotes and quixotic 

lunamuno, F.nsayos, Vol. VII, p. 50. 

2~., p. 52. 

3unamuno, Del sentimi~ tragico, p. 305. 

4rbg., p. 306; Vida ~ don 9,uijote, p. 25. 
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Christians: San Pablo, 1 San Juan de la Cruz, 2 Loyola, 3 San Jorge, 

San Mart{n, San Diego ¥~tamoras, 4 and many others. 

This quixotic interpretation of biblical, historical, and 

legendary characters as ~uixotes is especially apparent tn Una­

muno's treatment of the Don Juan theme. In the drama, El hermano 

Juan, Don Juan aba.ndoned the pursuit of worldly pleasure to be­

come a religious recluse, a solitario, turning his great energy 

and enthusiasm into prayers for the salvation of his soul and into 

meditations on the betterment of the people. 

The blind energy and adventurous spirit of the explorers 

and conquerors of the new world made them Q,uixotes, 5 and certain 

quixotic characteristics were pointed out 6 as belonging to Costa, 

Boehrne, 7 Savonarola, 8 Giordano Bruno, 9 Robinson Crusoe, 10 Gustavo 

Flaubert, 11 and Hegel, "Q.uijote de la filosof{a. 11 12 

luna,muno, ~ agon{a del cristianismo, p. 36. 

2 unamuno, ~ sentimiento !ra'gico, p. 305. 

3~.; ~~dog Quijote, pp. 15, 22. 

4unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. II, p. 1?5. 

5 rb!...£_., Vol. VII, p. 16. 

6 rbid., p. 210. 

? . / . 9 Una,muno, Del sentinuento tra~1c?, pp. 2 0-291. 

8.!E.!.£., p. 31?. 

9 Ibid., p. 319. 
10 / Unamuno, San Manuel Bueno, martir, p. 165. ---
ll Ibid. 

12unamuno, Ens~£~, Vol. I, p. 33. 

Woodrow 
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Wilson, a. Christian politician , was 11 contradiccion hecha carne y 

hecha esp{ritu," a mystic in thoughts of peace. 1 

All of these people belonged, according to Unamuno, to the 

cult of' Don Quixote, which can be and is a fountain of poetry . 2 

Unamuno would have others lcnow and take advantage of this source 

of poetry and thus enrich their lives : 11 I.os que as{ vivimos , te­

nemos el deher de luchar por nuestra emancipaci6n; y a la vez, el 

de despertar en los esclavos inconcientes la dormida conciencia 

de la esc1avitud en que vegetan. 113 Thus it is the duty of each 

Quixote to awaken his neighbor to the cult of Don Q.uixote, just as 

Unamuno wanted to a.waken in his reader the quixotic q'..lalities ly­

ing dormant . Fis object in writing was: 

/ 
•••• entrometerle y entremeterle al lector en el, hacer que 

sea{ cuenta de que nose goza de un personaje novelesco sino 
cuando se le hace propio , cuando se consiente que el rnundo de 
la. fi cci6n forme parte del mundo de la permanente realidad 
{ntima. 4 

Thus Unarnuno would make a ~uixote of his reader so that the reader 

would hetter understand and appreciate the quixotic characteris­

tics of his creations and of his own personality . 

-----·---- - ------
lunarnuno, Ia ason{a 2~ cristianism2, p. 199 . 

2unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VII, p. 156 . 

3rhid., Vol. JV, p. 14. 

4unamuno, ~ M~uel ~~~~' m,rtir, p. l?. 



CHAPTER V 

REASONS FOR THE QUIXOTISM OF UNAMUNO 

This study has attempted to point out characteristics of 

quixotism in certain phases of the life and work of Unamuno: in 

his interpretation of the original Don Quixote, in his own per­

sonality, in his ideas, and in the characters of his novels. It 

has been shown that these quixotic qualities came from the innate 

quixotism of the Spanish philosopher aggravated by his study and 

conscious following of the Cervantine knight. 

While Unamuno undoubtedly possessed some . of the idealism1 

of Don Quixote from early youth, much of his devotion to this 

character was the result of his later experiences. His native 

aptitude for the "culto de don Q,uijote" became more pronounced. 

Not only in his works but also in his life, especially in his poli­

tical life, were the quixotic characteristics gaining importance. 

'l'his development was due in part to the development of 

his personality, to the maturing of those qualities already dis­

cussed.2 When he began to see similarities, in his study of him­

self and of his reactions to life, to Don Quixote, the strange­

ness and the drama of such a character appealed to him. Seeing 

in Don Quixote such explanations of his own feelings, such prece­

dents for his own inconsistencies with himself and with accepted 

ideas, such idealism to give him courage in his warfare for the 

lsee chap. ii for early influences. 

2~., chap. ii. 
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invigoration of his people, Unamuno accepted the caball~ andante 

as his example and set himself to follow. Being by nature drama­

tic and "apasionado, 111 he found in Don Q,uixote the same spirit and 

took advantage of the inspiration. 

There can be no doubt that Unamuno studied Don ~uixote 

from an early age,for even his first works show an appreciation 

of the chara.cter. 2 He was a "lector formidable 113 in many lan­

guages 4as is shown by the many literary discussions in his works. 5 

In these readings he frequently included books about Don ~uixote 

so that he might compare the ideas of other authors. He read and 

reread the ~uijote itself, sometimes in the original and some­

times in translations to see what new idea.s were gained in the 

change of languages. His complete knowledge of the episodes as 

well as the philosophy of the book is attested by his Vida£! don 

~ui jote l Sancho, and by his frequent discussions of and quota­

tions from the original. 6 

Thus he was well versed in the character who s e spirit he 

sought. He was saturated with understanding of the chara.cter, so 

that it is not surprising that his life and works reflected Don 

------------
lAlca.li-Galiano, ~- cit., p. 245. 

2Ante., c'hap. t. 

3Romera-Navarro, M!_~uel de Un~~' p. 31. 

4starkie, "Modern Don Q,uixote," loc. ci_!., p. 89. 

5 ~-, pp. ? 8- 80 . 

6 
~ •• p. 6. 
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Quixote. 1 His works are the evidences of his mental reactions to 

the books he read and the people with whom he talked. True, there 

were many influences outside of the ~uijote, some of these influ­

ences themselves contributing to his quixotic character. Nietzsche, 

Carlyle, Ruskin, and others helped him to discover his real self 

and the spirit of his people. 2 They helped him, therefore, to 

recognize his quixotic characteristics and to see the value of Don 

Quixote to his people. 

This vision of Don ~uixote as the saviour of the Spanish 

people, end of all people, led Unamuno to present even more the 

character of the Spanish saint as he himself understood him. 3 He 

became more and more impressed with the poetry of the quixotic 

philosophy, becoming in like manner more and more quixotic; for 

"Q,ui e'n predi ca el qui j o ti smo, qui j o tece." 4 

In defending the knight he awakened in himself an in­
tense spiritual quality, and it was by these means that 
he was able to fly in the face gr tha.t oppressive ration­
alism of the last thirty years. 

In his explanation and interpretation of the loco sublime he be­

came aware of some of the sublime insanity of his own spirit, and 

began to strive consciously for quixotisrn. In one of his essays, 

he wrote of the development of personality: 

1Hurtado y Palencia, 21?.• £!.!., (la ed.), p. 1070. 

2Benardete, loo. cit., p. 29. --
3unarnuno, Tres novelas ejernpla.res, p. 26. 

4Balseiro, lo£. cit., p. 645. 

5starkie, "Modern Don Q,uixote," loc. cit., p. 98. 
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Hay cosas que, siendo en nosotros naturales y esponta'­
neas, tanto nos las celebran, que acabamos por hacerlas de 
estudio y afectacion; mientras hay otras que, empezando a 
adqui ri rla.s con esfuerzo y cont_.;ra nuestra naturalefa, tal 
vez, acaban por sernos naturalfsimasymuy propias. 

It would be unfair to infer that all the quixotism of his later 

life was a pose growing out of his earlier spontaneous spirit, 

but it is worth considering that, even as he suggested, some of 

the rather exaggerated quixotism of his political tirades and of 

the almost too-intense inner struggles of his characters was self­

dramatization in the desire to uphold and enhance his fame as the 

lllodern Don Q,uixote of Spain. However, the sincere idealism and 
/ 

peace of such works as San Manuel Bueno, martir cannot be ig-

nored.2 This idealism may have developed with difficulty at first, 

and reached its culmination in this work. Whether or not the ex­

aggerated quixotism was also sincere cannot be told, for the death 

of Unamuno has been too recent and the affairs in which he was in­

volved have been too complicated for an unbiased study of his sin­

cerity to have yet been made. Any reader will recognize, however, 

the melodramatic touch as well as the intense idealistic element 

in his quixotism. 

Both the melodrama and the idealism were needed to awaken 

the people to new life. Unamuno wanted to disturb the reader: 

Mira, lector, aunque note conozco te quiero tanto que 
s i pudiese tenerte en mis manos t~ abrir{a el pecho yen 
el cogollo del coraz6n te rasgarfa una llaga y te pondr:ta 

1unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, p. 169. 

2del Rio, loc. cit., pp. l?-18. 
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a11{ vinagre y sal para que no pudieses descansar nunca 
y vivieras en perpetua zozobra yen anhelo inacabable. 
Si no he logrado desasosegarte con mi ~uijote es, cre'e­
melo bien, por mi torpeza y per que este muerto papel en 
que escribio ni grita, ni chilla, ni susI;J.ra, ni llora, 
porque nose hizo el lenguaje para que tu y yo nos 
entendi e'ramos .l 

He saw himself as a "despertador de almas durmientes," 2 present­

ing new ideas to make the reader think; 3 presenting questions 

without answers. 4 / 
He said, "La refutacion honrada es un nobi-

1{simo tributo," 5 giving his reader permission to refute the argu­

ments of the book. Therefore,he presented his Don Quixote to make 

a new sally into the world of abulia, a Q,uixote differing from 

that of Cervantes perhaps, but here also the reader must do his 

own thinking. 

Since this character was well-known, he used him frequent­

ly in talking to Spain. The people understood his references and 

entered better into his thinking when he used Don ~uixote. His 

Vid~ de ~ Q.ui,jote y_ Sanch.Q. is replete with applications of the 

moral of the lives of the two to the lives of the modern Span­

iards.6 In one poem he connected his desire for Spain's liberty 

with Don Quixote's liberation of the galley-slaves: 

VII, 

lunamuno, ~de~£.!! Su~jote, p. 30?; Cf. Andanzas, p. 19. 

2 Romera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 20. 

3Ibid., p. 23. 

4 Ibid., p. 20; Cf. Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, p. 4; Vol. 
pp. i'6I:'2; Andanzas, pp. 17, 20. 

5unamuno, Bnsayos, Vol. VII, p. 195. 

6unamuno, Vida de £2.!l ~uijote, pp. 2, 22, 23, 28, ~~~. 
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Es justicia libertad; 
• • • • • • • • • 
Solo,hidalgo, solo tfi, 
sin Sancho, en manos de Dios, 

/ rebelde a la rebeld:)t 
del poder de sinrazon. 
• • • • • • • • • 
Libertad a los galeotes! 
Manos, cara y pecho al sol! 
que la grandeza de Es~ana 
sea grandeza de Dios! 

This "abierta rebelion contra la razon, la logica y los 

valores burgueses" showed his quixotism, but showed him also as a 

product of the intellectual atmosphere of Europe during the last 
2 

years of the nineteenth century . He was, whether he desired to 

be or not, typical of his epoch in the problems he treated. 3 

Hence his quixotism wa.s as much a result of the general intellec­

tual trend of his time as of anything else. It was his intensity, 

his passion, his complete disregard of powers that gave him the 

name of "Modern Don Quixote" as a distinction. 

At the last he was regarded as a wise man, "desequilibrado 

como su modelo, don Q.uijote, por exceso de lecturas. 11 4 And he 

died fighting for his country, agonizing even to the last.5 In 

the future he will be rememhered as: 

•••• the greatest religious poet of contemporary Spanish 
literature, the genial fictionist of Niebla and Abel §.{richez, 

1 unamuno, Bomancero, pp. 140-141. 

2Benardete, loc. cit., p. 28. - --
3 Putman, loc. £11., p. 104. 

4 1 / 1· . t 250 A cala-Ga 1ano, 2.£.• .£!._•, p •.• 

5:rtontesinos, loc. ill•, p. JO. 
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the spiritualist of~ sentimien.1£ tra'gico de la vida, the 
landscape painter of PO£ tierras de Portugal z de EsEana, 
the most original and audacious commentator of don Q,uijote, 
the profound and original essayist.l 

1Ealseiro, loc. cit., p. 649. 
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