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PREFACE

An attempt Was been made in this study to examine the
evidences of quixotism in the life and in the writings of Miguel
de Unamuno y Jugo and to draw some conclusions concerning the
importance of and the probable reasons for these quixotic quali-
ties,

Recause of the disturbance in Spain for the last two
years, it has been impossible to secure all of the many works of
the author studied. Quotations from and discussions of the un-
available works, however, present them as having much the same
subject-matter and style as the available works, Unavailable
writings are the following: two books of poetry, Poes{as (Bilbao:

Imprenta de Rojas, 1907) and Rosario de sonetos 1fricos (Madrid:

Imprenta Rspafola, 1911); one drama, Ensayo dramético: Fedra

(Madrid: Publisher not given, 1924); and five collections of es-

says, Dos articulos y dos discursos (Madrid: Secci6ﬁ ed, de His-

toria Nueva, 1930), De la ensenanza superior en Espafa (Madrid:

Revista Nueva, 1899), Paisajes (Salamanca: Coleccion Coldn, 1902),

pls g religidﬁ y otros ensayos breves (Madrid: Renacimiento, 1910),

and Soliloquios y conversaciones (Madrid: Renacimiento, 1911),

A translation by J. E., Crawford Flitch of the last named work was
used in the study.

The writer of the thesis wishes to express her thanks to
the Library of the University of Texas for the use of certain
books not at present in the ILibrary of the Texas State College for
Women, and to Dr, Rebecca Switzer for her continued interest and

assistance,
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CLI

1.
A dor Miguel de Unamuno -
por su libro Vida de don Zuijote’y Sancho

Este donguijotesco

don Viguel de Unamuno, fuerte vasco,
lleva el arnés grotesco

y el irrisorio casco

del buen manchego. Don Viguel camina,
jinete de quimérica montura,

metiendo espuela de oro a su locura,
sin miedo de la lengua gque malsina,

A un pueblo de arrieros,
lechuzos y tehures y logrerqﬁ
dicte lecciones de Caballeria.

Y el alma desalmada de/su raza,
que bajo el golpe de su férrea maza
aun duerme, puede que despierte un dia.

fuiere ensenar el ceno de la duda
antes de que cabalgue, al caballero;
cual nuevo Hamlet, a mirar desnuda
cerca del corazén la hoja de acero.

Tieng el aliento de una estirpe fuerte
que sond mds alld de sus hogares,
y, aue el oro buscd tras de los mares,
%1 senala la gloria tras la muerte,
Auiere ser fundsdor y dice: Creo,
Dios, y adelante el énimas espaliola., . .
Y es tan bueno v mejor que fué Ioyola:
sabe a Jesfis y escupe al fariseo.

lln Spanish quotations in this thesis, the title don

has been consistently spelled without a capital unless it occurs
at the bheginning of a sentence or of a title from literature,

2In this thesis, this name is spelled with an "x" in
Tnglish and with a "j" in Spanish quotations and in the title
of the novel,

. . 7 . . . .
SAntonio ¥achado, Poesias completes (Madrid: Residencia
de Tstudiantes, 1917), pp. 266-267,
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CHAPTER I
DON QUIXOTE AS INTERPRETED BY UNANUNO

Tiguel de Unamuno y Jugo de la Raza (1864-1936), "one

of the greatest figures of contemporary Spanish liter ture,"1

2

has frequently been called the modern Don Juixote, Uart ly be=~

cause of his crusade for the better understanding of this great

5 hut chiefly because of the striking simi-

charscter of fiction
larity tretween the spirit and ideals of Don Guixote and those

of Unamuno himself, This similarity becomes apparent in the
study of the life, the speeches, and the writings of the scholar,
rhilosopher, and man of 1etters4 whose services in the cause of
republicanism in Spain will long be remembered in spite of his

. : 5
hrief espousals of opposing systems,

- h) 1~ . - - < 9 ' 4 4 1
Tike the anthors of the generacion de 18982 with whom

he is sometimes grouped, Unamuno felt a passionate desire to
find the true Spain, and his search was direct--through the peo-

ple themselves and their thoughts as expressed in their best

1"Don'Miguel de Unamuno," The Publishers' Veekly, Jan-
uary 30, 1937, p. 5373 cf, also, Alvaro Alcald-Galiano, "Unamuno
o el ansia de inmortalidad," Figuras excepcionales (WMadrid: Re~
nzcimiento, n., d.), pp. 256-257; G. T. Northup, "iiguel de Una-
muno," An Introduction to Spanish Iiterature (Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicego Press, 1985), p. 439.

anfra, chap. ii.

MMiguel de ervantes Saavedrs, El ingenioso hidalgo don
Juijote de la Vanch (‘eﬂv as ?Ql1or1al Saturnino Calleja, S. A.
18767,

Ayew vork Times, January 4, 1937, p. 28, col. 4.

5Ibid., January 3, 1937, p., 33, col, 1,

1



2
literature, An Unamuno, devoting himself to the search, found

in the Quijote the ideario del pueblo esnafiol and set about in-

terpreting and commenting upon the life of Don Quixote, reveal-

ing in his comments his own quixotism.l
This fictitious character whom Unamuno considered the
o
embocdiment of the eternal spirit of the Spanish people was
created by Miguel de Cervantes Saesvedra as the protagonist in

his novel, Bl ingeniosc hidalgo don Juijote de la lfancha (pub-

lighed in two parts, the first in 1605 znd the second ten years
later), for the expressed purpose of satirizing and ending the

1ibvros de caballerizs which were at the time extremely numerous

b
P

and increasingly ahsurd,”

4

Don AQuixote, the symhol of Spanish chivalry,™ was with-

out memorable ancestors;5 yet he made for himself a lineage and

1ruen Turtado y J. de la Serna and Ah gel Conzdlez Pa-
lencia, Tistoria de la literatura espalioles, (39 ed,; ladrids Tipo-
grafia de Archnivos, 1932), p. 1010, However, Unamuno was not
alone in his interpretation of Spain's spirit as quixotic, as
Trencisco A., de Icaza shows in his study of the development of
quixotic thought during the three hundred years since the time of
Cervantes (Vl "ﬂullote" durante tres siglos (Medrid: Renacimiento,

1918), cCf, also, Ruben Dario, "Ietania de nuestro sefior don
ouijote," Cantos de vida y esperanza (fadrid:s Tditorial Ifundo

Jetino, n., G.)s DPr. 211-2153 Jos€ Ortegs y Gasset, l'editaciones
del tuijote (ladrld, Calpe, 1992°),

2Niguel de Unamuno y Jugo, nsayos (Vadrid: “esiuencia

de Mstudiantes, 1916-1218), Vol. V, Po 2233 Del sentimiento trdeico
gg la vida en los hombres y en los pueblos (Vadrid: Renacimiento,
191%), p, 288,

.SCervantes, 0pP. Cite, pe. xviii,

4W F. Starkie, "Personalities of lodern Spain," Rice In-
stitute Tawphlet, XVI (1929), p. 56.

5 :

Unamuno, Vida de don Juijote y Sancho sevun i
Cerventes Saovedra (9Pa ed.; 1adrid: ?en301vlnrtn, 1914), p. 12
Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 1-2,




3

i| = ‘2 . :
a name, He was Alonso Quijano el Fueno, but he bvecame so in-
spired by the marvelous adventures of the legendary knights of
the bhooks of chivalry and by his great love for an imaginary

o
sweethezrt (zctu2lly for love itself),” that at the mature age of
. . ‘ i - .

Tifty vears™ he left his modest estste and idle dreams”™ to make

himself 2 caballero andante (knight-errant), Don Quixote of the

TTancha, whose purpose was to protect the weak, to relieve the op-
pressed, and to punish the evil 5in order to achieve glory and

immortality.6

Fis adventures cowprised three salidas or journeys:
the first, a short trip both in point of time and of distance,
taken without company and without any encouraging occurrence;7
the second, more extensive and taken in the company of his escude-
ro, Sancho Panza, & rustic wio did not understand many of the

: . ! . : . .
ideas of his master; and the third and most extensive salida,

attended with pleasurahle success at times, and rendered more

1Unamuno, op. cit., pp. 13, 19; Cervantes, op. cit., p. 5.
2Unamuno , op. cit., pe 173 Cervantes, op. cit., vp. 23-20,
3Unamuno, ép. cit., p. 1l4; Cerventes, op. cit., p. 21,
4Unamuno, op. cit., p. 16; Cervantes, op. cit., p. 26,

5I%iﬁ.; Unamuno, op. c¢it., p. 1&; J. A, Balseiro, "The

Mixote of lodern Spain," PVIA, June, 1934, p. 645,

fUnamuno, op. cit., pe 1735 Del sentimiento trégico, p. 3163
Bnsavos, Vol. V, p. 27293 Cervantes, Op. cite, De 23,

7Unamuno, Vida de don Quijote, pp. 21-413; Cervantes, op.
cit., Ft. I, chaps, 1i-v,

8I%id., Pt. I, chaps. vii-1lii (excluding the interpolztad
material); Unsmuno, op. cit., pp. 43-151,



nle
b.e

sent by the incressing faith of Sancho to strengthen him,

\h

Trom each of his exploits, Don Quixote returned defezted, but he
did not lose his dream until the lest sdventure had come to an
ignoble close.? ¥e had manv and strange experiences (the best
knowvn being that of the hattle with the windmills which he con-

ceived to he giants),5

and became known throughout the country
a8 an idealist in the days when reclism wes the vogue. Becouse
he wes an anachronism, he wess lvdicrous., So great beceme his
fame thet the world took advantage of his impressionability and
began to ridicule him and to dissuade him from his cauqe.4 Final-
ly, disillusioned and completely sa.ne,5 he returned to his home
to die, having no longer any reason for life.6
Cervantes told, of course, much more about Don Quixote:

7 8

items of his daily life,’ long discourses of his philosophy,

ICQrvwthQ, op. cit., Pt. II, chaps. viii-1xii (excludin
the interpolazted mater la]T; Unamuno, op. c¢it., pp. 170-307,

C’;

©
“Cervantes, op. cit., Pt.II, chaps, lxx-lxxii; Unamuno,
op. cit., pp. 300-307,

Sgervantes, op. cit., Pt. I, chap., viiij; Unaruno, op. cit.,
pp. 47-51.

4Cervahtes, Op. citey pp. 45-47, 356-361, passim; Unamuno,
op. cit., pr. 142, 309, passim,

STbid., pp. 308-318; Unsmuno, Del sentiriento trdgico,
p. 3165 Cerwantes, op. cit., pp. 800-807,

6 -« Tra Nyyy
Unemuno, Gnsavos, Vol, V, p. 2293 Vida de don Quijote,

"
p. 311; Cerventes, op. cit., pp. 213-814,

"Gerventes, op. cit., pp. 165-169, 996907, 587,

S
o

81rid., pp. 200-303, 544-545, 563, 637-641,



S
exzmples of luis literary knowledge,l his beesutiful resignation
to death,” Te made of Don Quixote s living person with emotions

and swmhitions like our own,

It wes this Don Auixote thet liguel de Unamuno inter-

. . aq 9 . . :

preted as the ideario del pueblo espahol. In his first impor-
o ey 4 B

tant work (TOn torno al casticismo, 1895), he showed his inter-

est in the coahallero andente by freguent references such as the

4.

A ese zrte aterno pertenece nuestro Cerventes, que en el
sublime final de su Don 7“uijote sefale a nuestrs Tspaia,
2 12 de hoy, el camino de su regeneracidn en Alonso Tuij
el Tueno; a €se pertenece porque de puro espmnol J;eb"a
una como renuncia de su espafolismo, llego” al espiritu_uni-

versal, al hombre cque duerme dentro de todos nosotros.:

‘5

<

ano

In the shove quotstion, Tmenuno compared thie development of
Alon=o 7uijano, the impoverished gentleman, into our Don GQuixote,
2 knight-errant, with the fegeneration of & country, especially
the regeneration of the spirit and the ideals of Spain. In
later works, he continued to point this way to new life for a

dreaming peopie.6

l1vida., pp. 1513, 188, 407, 409, 504, 590,

°Irid., pp. €11-815,

L]

3
Ante., pP. 2.

YPurlished in the collection of Ensayos as Vol. I
(Yadrid: TPResidencia de Bstudiantes, 1916-1918),

Ibid., pe 37 cf. also pp. 33, 52, 73, 75-76, 85, 95,
103, 109, 117, 122, 138, 162, 182-183, 190, 196,

. . . s
éer, especielly, Del sentimiento tragico, Contra esto y
equello (22 ed,; I=drid: Renaciriento, 1997), De Tuerteventura a

faris (Paris: Tditorisl Txceleior, 9“5) and San lNanuel Fueno,
martiy, y tres historias més (r2drid: Tspasc-Calpe, 1033),
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It is not surprising, then, in view of this early quix-
otic comrent, that the interest of Unamuno in this greatest of
Spanish heroesl should grow to such an extent that few, if any,
of his later books lack some revelation of the quixotic influ-
ence upon the spirit of the author and upon the spirit of Spain.g
By 1205, exactly three hundred yesrs after the publication of

the first part of Don Quijote, the influence of the knight was

so predominant in the interests and in the studies of Unamuno

that he published his own Vida de don guijote y Sancho segin
3

Viguel de Cervantes Saavedra,“ in which he related and explained

the adventures and the philosophy of the ingenious knight. 1In

this commentary, in essays devoted solely to Don Quixote,4 and

in innumerable citations from other Works,5 Unamuno gave us his

1Unamuno, Iinseyos, Vol. V, p. 203,

®Recause not all of the works of Unamuno were available,
the investigator could not meke a complete check., However, sall
the works exzmined either contained references to Don Quijote or
showed strong cuixotism in style and material. From quotations
and discussions occurring in various critical studies, the writer
of this thesis found the unavailable books also to be quixotic
in verying degrees.

318 ed.; Medrid: Renacimiento, 1905; 2a ed, with an ad-
ditional esszy, "El sepulcro de don Quigote"; Vedrid: Renacimiento,
1914,

4"W‘l sepulcro de don Quijote," Vida de don Quijote (2a ed.
Madrid: Renacimiento, 1914), Pr. 1-125 "Don wu1Jote en la tragi-
comedia europez contempordnes," Del sentimiento trégico, Pr. 290w
3203 "Wl csballero de la triste flgura," Ensayos, Vol. II, pp. 99-
1303 "Sobre la lecturs e interpretacidn del Quijote," FEnsavos,
Vol, V, pp. 201-230,

5E. G., Contre esto y aquello, pp. 229-231; Ia qgonia del
crigtianismo (Nadr1d° Rena01mlento, 1931), pp. 52, 205; end one
of his letters to Angel Genivet in their joint work El porvenir
de Espana (Madrid: Renacimiento, 1912), pp. 29-43,
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conception of Don Quixote, the Don Quixote he understood and
followed.,

For Miguel de Unamuno, the character of Don Quixote was
more inspiring than his deeds, the reason for his adventures more
interesting than the outcomes of them, and the spirit he possessed
more important than the ridicule he caused.1 wperdid Alonso
Quijano el juicio, para ganarlo en don Quijote un juicio glori-
ficado"?--thus began Unamuno his defense of Don Quixote, and thus
he laid the foundation for his religion of quixotism and his poli-

tics for quixotism.3

eessdDe qué me servir{a predicar a los cuatro vientos el
Ve
evangelio de don Quijote, si llegada la oca51on, no me metle-
se en quijoterlas por los mismos pasos por que €1 se metid?
Encontrarse 61 con algo que le pareciese desman o entuerto y
arremeter, era todo uno.

oo Habrdn de comprender que quien predica el quijotismo
quijotice,

esesDon Quijote salfa por los caminos a busca de las
aventuras que la ventura del azar le deparase, y Jamas dejo
una con el fin de reservarse para mas altas empresas. Io
importante era la que de momento se le presentase, Hacia
como Cristo, que yendo a levantar de su mortal desmayo a la
hija de Jairo, se detenia con la hemorroidesa, No selecciozé
el caballero sus empresas. Y no gusto yo de seleccionarlas,

This caballero with his juicio glorificado stood alone

because of his realization of the great mission stated by Una-

1y, Romera- -Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno (Madrid: Sociedad
General Espafiola de Libreria, 1928), D. 183,

?Unemuno, Vida de don Quijote, p. 19,

3Thid., p. 4; Del sentimiento trdgico, pp. 288, 301,

4Unamuno, Contra esto y aquello, pp. 15-16,
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muno above, and Unamuno would imitete him, differing from ordi-

nary men in thought and in deed and, therefore, considered in-

~ — 2
sane.1 "Fstd loco €1 que estd solo,"” because the world con-

siders only its own views prsctical, and the belief of the mod
is accepted as the truth and as sane logic.3 So the name of
Don Quixote (and the words, "quixotic," "quixotism," and "quix-
otically," derived from the name) came to mean idealism exag-

gerated to insenity, faith in the obviously impossible, and sin-

4

cere warfare against great odds. Hchegaray's quixotic charac-

ter, Don Iorenzo, explains quixotic insanity in the following

marnner:

jLocurz, luchar sin tregua ni reposo por la Jjusticia
en esta revuelta bhatalla de la vida, como luchaba en el
mundo de sus imaginaciones el héroe inmortal del inmortal
Cervantes! /Iocura, amar con amor/infinito, y sin alcanzar-
la jamge, la divina belleza, como el smaba a la Dulcines
de sus apﬂsloncdos deseos! ilocura, ir con el alma tras lo
ideal por el dspero y prosaico camino de las remlldades
humanas, que es tanto como correr tras una estrells del
cielo por entre penascales y abrojos! Iocurz es, segun
afirmen los doctores; mas ten inofensiva y, por lo visto,
tan poco contagiosa, que para stajsrla no hemos menester
otro Q,ui,jpte.5

As one critic observes, a2 Don Quixote has "some notions

leervantes, op cit., pp. 238, 502-503, 584, 735, 746;
Unamuno, Vida de don Qu ijote, p. 251,

?;ggg., pr. 5; San lanuel, p. 166,

3nAre Te Don Quixotes or Sancho Panzas"? ILiterary Digest,
December 15, 1923, p. 38,

4Unqmuno, Del sentimiento trigico, p. 315; Ensayos, Vol.
V, p. 2203 Ivan Tourgueneff, Hamlet y don 3_110te, traaudcion de
Torcuato Tasso Serra (Rarcelona: Iibreria Nspenola, n.d.), p. 17.

5Jose Tchegarey, O locures o santided, ed. James Geddes
and Joseph Palamountain (New edition; New York: D. C. Heath &
Company, 1923), p. 4.
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which are not in accordance with the facts and zcts according-
ly,“1 a normal failing especially with highly imaginative per-
sons.2 It was this imagination, fired by the rezding of the
books of chivelry. which czused Don fuixote to see the windmills
£s giants,3 the sheep as an army,4 and the barber's bacia as o
goclden crovn,® Te interpreted these new experiences in the
terms of his former experience, and since he lived in the absurd
chivalric adventures of his rezding, he transferred his ideas of
chivalrvy to real life, and saw realistic, humdrum existence as
the marvelous environment necessary for a true knight-errant,

In the populer ide=m of quixotic insanity, the creative
imegination is asccompenied by great faith., The quixotic Unamuno
called cuixotism the "hija de la locura de la Cruz"® and Don

; ; ‘ 7
Quixote himself the Cristo castellsno &and the Caballero de la

1
L

Se 17 Crothers, "Quixotism," Atlantic lMonthly, October,
1903, p. 4423,

Lo . - 7

“Ortega y Gasset, op. cit., De 165; Andrés Gonsalez- Ruana,
Vida, pensamiento y aventura de liiguel de Unamuno (Xadrid: I, P
Aguilar, 1930), p. 1€3; César Barja, Libros y autores contemporsa-

neos (Yew York: G. T. Stechert & Co., 1935), p. D9; Unamuno, Vida
de don Quijote, p. 40,

3Cervantes, op. cit., Pt. I, chap. viiij; Unamuno, op. cit.,
pr. 47-51,

4Cervantes, op. cit., Pt. I, chap. xviiij Unamuno, op.
Cjt., Pp‘ 83,"85.

[ . . 4 5
“Cerventes, op. cit., Pt. I, chap., xxis Unamuno, op. cit.,
TP. 86-E8,

- - <~ -
6Unamuno, Del sentimiento tragico, p. 306,

7Ihid.; Ensayos, Vol. II, 1185 cf., Orteges y Gasset, O
P. 443 C, E. Ayres, "Quixotic Szint," ¥ew Republic, LIIT

ey
T1%22), p. 219.
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1  aled : . ; .
Fe* whose mission it was to cry in the wilderness to a dreaming
Spain.? He lost his balsnce in the sctual world to become an ex-

ample in the realm of imeagination and mysticism:

"Vino a perder el juicio." Por nuestro hien lo perdiJ
rare dejernos eterno ejemplo de generosidad espiritual,
Con juicio chubiera sido tan heroico? Hizo en aras de su
pueblo el sz grande sacrificio: el de su Ju1c1o. Llendsele
1la fentc31a de hermosos desctlnos, y creyd ser verdad lo que
es sdlo hermosurz. Y lo creyo con fe tan viva, con fe en-
gendradora de obres, que acordd poner en hechio 1o que su de-
setino le mostraba, y en puro creerlo hizolo verdad .o

™is Christ-like feith, this belief =ccompanied by works
which prove the strength of one's faith, wes not kindly received
by the contemporzries of Don Quixote, ILike Christ, Don Zuixote
was least understood in his own country and among his own people,4
and was considered insane that he might become the embodiment of
the eternsl spirit of his people.5 Iike Christ, Don Quixote
brought immortality to his people through his suffering and his
death,

Y hay une figurz, una figura comicamente trcolcU, una
figure en que se ve todo lo profundcmente traalco de le
comedia humana, la figurs de Nuestro Sehor don %ulJote, el
Cristo espaniol, en gue se cifre y en01errc el alma inmortel
de este mi pueblo., Aczso la pas idn y muerte del Cabhallero

ce la Triste Figure es la baqlon y muerte del pueblo es pahol,
Su muerte y su resurreccidn. Y hay una filosofi y hesta

lUnamuno, Vida de don Juijote, p. 12.

?Unamuno, Del sentimieénto tragico, p. 320,

3Unamuno, Vida de don Quijote, p. 18,

4Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol., V, p. 227,

5Ibig., p. 223; Del sentimiento trdgico, P. 288,
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una metafisica guijotesca, y uns l6giCa v una €tics guijo-
tescas también, y unc rellvloglded—-p§11g1031dcd catdlica
espaPOLC—-”ulgotescc. Bs la filosofiz, es la 1ldgica, es
la éticz, es la religiosidad que he tratado de esbozar y
mas de su”nrir que de desarrollar en ests obra. Dessrro-
llerles racionzlmente no: la. locura quijotesca no con-

siente la 1d8gica cientifice,

¥es donde acaso hemos de ir = _busca ar el héroe de

nuestro pensemlento, no es a nlnrun fllosofo que v1v1era
en cerne y hueso, sino a un ente de ficcidn y de accion,
rgs real aue los fildsofos todos; es & don Quijote. Por-
aue hay un PUl’Otl%”O £il OS{flCO, sin dude, pero tzmbién
una filosofi® gquijotesca. dFs acaso otro en el fondo la
de los conquistadores, le de los contrereformadores, la
de Ioyola, y, sobre todo, y& en el orden de¢ pensamiento
ebstra cto, pero sentido, la de nuestros misticos? c4ue P
ers la mistica de San Juan de la Cruz sino una caballeris
andante del sentimiento & lo divino?

YV el don Quijote no puede decirse que fuera en rigor
idealismo; no pq}eaba por idess., Hra egspiritualismoy
nelesba por espiritu.g

This Spanish Christ, el loco sublime,3 became ridiculous

in order to become immortal,4 end set the example for =1l those
wvho would withstand ridicule,5 for he mede the whole world lsugzgh,

not by his inanities, but by his seriousness,

Es el velor que mas falte nos hace: el de afrontar
el rldlcu¢o. m1l ridiculo es el armz que manejan todoq
los miserables bachilleres, bzrberos, cures, canonlwos y
duques que guardsn escondido el serulcro del Caballero
de la Iocuras, Cabﬁllero que hizo relr a todo el mundo,
pero que nunce so0ltd un chlste. rr‘ema el alma demasisado
grande para perir chistes., FHizo reir con su seriedsd.

2Ibid., pr. 305-306,

&+

SIbid., p. 29°,
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i . / . 0/ -~ .
essorues fue poniendose_en ridiculo como alcanzo su in-
mortalidad don Quijote,
One must understand ridicule, then, to understznd Unamuno's
quixotic religion and to zppreciate the profoundly tragic figure
o
. . . £
which Don Quixote hecame in the humen comedy. '
Cerventes admitted the tragedy of Don Quixote when the
knight was about to die,3 and Unamuno consistently interpreted
the character as tragiec, except for one notable reference:
dY ha & prop os1to, nade mas comlco que don Quijote?
¢No luchd desesperadamente contre la loglca de la realidad
que nos manda cue sean los molinos de viento lo que en el
mundo de la reslidad son ¥ no lo4que en el mundo de nuestra
fantesfa se nos antojs que sean?
Ve Fo Starkie criticizes Unamunot's usuzl interpretation of Don
Quixote as tragic, saying that Don Quixote should be the em-
bodiment of hoth humor and tragedy; else he loses some of his
, 5
greatness,
It does not seem disrespectful to suggest thet Don
fuixote (as well as Unamuno) drametized the tragic sense of life
annd the ridicule he received., ITike other disciples of Christ,

he counted himself blessed that he was considered worthy of the

persecution, and rejoiced to find that he could instruct the

3 . d . )
lUnamuno, Del sentimiento tregico, r. 2¢€.

5.
“Ihrid,., D. 228,

S =
3 . ; -
Cervantes, op. cit., chs
de don Quijote, chap. 1xiv,

7/
4ins amuno, Amor y pedegogis (Madrid: TEspsse-Colpe, 1914),

De 038,

-

5 . . . N
“Wllocdérn Don ZJuixote," Rice Institute Perrphlet, XVI
(19292), p. 97.
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veople in his mission, In certain episodes he zdmitted that his
imegination wes at fault; he desired so much to return to medie-
val times that he pretended to himself and to his follower, San-
cno, that the days of chivelry had not passed, The episode of
the sheep which he conceived to be an armyl and the counsel to

2 5
Sancho about the Cueva de lontesinos™ showed that he enjoyed mek-

ing himself believe, even wien his resulting actions cesuvused peo-

1

ple to lsugh a2t him,

*

Pis erroneous viewpoint wes not entirely self-deception,

however., for he wes & person varying in opinions Jjust as cny

3

other mortal bheing, Consistency is not to be bought at the

. H - .
gsecrifice of advancement, ¥aving as his doctrine, " 1Yo se quien
soy!"4 he had to change his ideas to fit his changing nature and
his nature to fit his chenging ideas., His personality became
mixed with that of Sancho and Sancho's personelity became inter-
woven with his, 2t times espproaching a perfect fusion of spirits.

Don Quijote y su eqcudern Sencho son en el dus ¢1smo
arménico que manteniéndolos distintos los unlm, sifiholo
etnrno de la humanidad en general N de nuestro pueblo
espano¢ muv especial, Por lo comun, desconociendo el
idealismo sancho-pezncesco, el a2lto idealismo del hLombre

sencillo que guedando cuerdo sigue a¢ loco, y & quien
ls fe en el loco le da esperanza de insula, solemos

1Cervantes, ope. cit., p. 173,
®Ibid., p. 635.

3Tourguenert, op. cit., p. 103 Unamuno, Del sentimiento
tra guco, e 316-317,

4Cervantes, op

. ey Chap. v, p. 45; Unamuno, Vida de
don Znijote, pr. 38-41;

cit
San Manuel Rueno, p. 2°.
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ol

cl

fichan en don Quijote y rendir culto
sin perjuicio de escarnecerlo cua
nos vemos quebrantados y molidos.,

guijotismo,
?do vor culpa de £1

Unamuno said thst

erfect

a p

fusion of Don Quixote and Sancho

Panzs would result in a god rather than a man:

.

Don 2Quijote y Sancho mqrcharon Juntos
rero %i fundlercn en uno, 1que portentoso
qurglrla de tdn sublime fusidn! o seri%
sino un dlos.

y mgzclados;
espiritu no
ya un hombre,

It was this perfect fusion which Spain needed to awaken

her from her dresms to the realities of life, And Don Quixote,

"el gran sonador de la vida y gran vividor de l= sobrevida,"5

showed the Spain of the seventeenth century and, through Una=-

muno and his contemporaries, the Spain of the twentieth century

.4 P . .
the road to regeneration.. Don Suixote, the type of chivalrous

)

Spain, and Unamuno, the product of his century, worked together,

eand Unamuno used Don Quixote to strengthen his own ideas,

dQue me 1mporta lo que Cervantes quiso o no
poner 2111 vy 1o Gue’;ealmenfe puso? Lo vivo es 1o que
alli” descu%ro, pusieralo o no “PrVdnfes, lo gque yo 8111
pongo ¥y %obrepon >0y sotopongo, y lo que ponemos al
v v
todos., AQuise 2111 rastrear nuestra filosofie,

cguiso

lUnaruno in a letter to Angel Ganivet in their joint work,

Bl porvenir de Espafia, pp. 31-32.

?Unamuno, Inseyos, Vol. VI, pp. 57-58,

5Ibid., Tol. 7, p. 56.

4Ih1d., Vol. I, pe. 373 Cf., Unamuno and CGanivet, Bl por-
venir de Tspafia, pp. 31-46, 8390, i

5Unamuno, Del sentimiento trééico, p. 301,
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"lVida de don Quijote y Sanclio, Una=-

In hig "RPihlia quijotesca,

muno does reveal his philosophy and that of Spesin, taking oc-

«
casion to declare his own spirit® tlhrough the Don RJuixote he

found in his own soul.5

The Don Zuixote of Unamuno was not a2 new knight-errant;

he wzs much the same ideslistic dreesmer that every reader finds

4

enc eventuslly learns to love, Put Unamuno wented to be dif-

. . 5
ferent, "to fly in the fsce of cccented beliefs,"  znd he de-

6

sired his interpretations to e strrtling, Therefore, he de-

fended nis idea of Don Quixote tenaciously--zs if it were a new

ot
jo 7
ae

and revolutionary idez. Ve sai

"Pars mi” solo necid don Quijote y yo para e’; g1 SUPO
obrer y yo escribir," hsce decir el historiador a su pluma.
Y yo digo cue para cue Cerventes contears su vida y yo la

xplicarse ¥ comentera nacieron don Quijote y Sancho, Cer-
vcrtes nacid para contsrls y explicerls, y para comentarle
naci’ yo.....ﬂo yuede contar tu vide, ni puede explicarls
ni comentarla, sefior mio don Quijote, glno cuien estéd
tocado de tu misme locura de no worlr.

I . . %
lAlcala-Gsllano, op. cit., p. 255,

2Unam.uno, Enseyos, Vol., VI, p. 90,

S1pid., Vol. II, p. 1l21l; Vol., VI, p. 87.

4Rromera- -Neverro, Miguel de Unamuno, pp. 181, 183; Amé-
rico Castro, El pensamiento de Cervantes (Wadrid: Impr. de la

Iibreria y CGsss l.ditorial nernando, 1925), D. 153 Icaza, 6p. cit.,
P. ?14-915.

5. T. Yorthup, op. cit., p. 438,

GM. Romera-lavarro, "los ensayistes," Historia de ls
literstura espafiola (New Vork: D. C, Hecth and Co., 19°8), p. 672.

7Unamuno, Vida de don Quijote, r. 324,




Peccsuse of this belief,

16

gs expressed above,

thet he lived chief-

ly for the purpose of commenting upon the life of Don fuixote,

it is small wonder that Unamuno bhecame militant concerning the

reception of his interpretation.

1

. . . I
A nedie se le ocurrira sostener en serio, no siendo

acaso a

. P . . 7
mi%, que don Quijote existio real y verdsdersmente

e hizo todo lo que de €1 nos cuenta Cervantes....pero puede
y debe sostenerse ocue don Quijote existid y sigue existiendo,
vivido y sigue viviendo con una existencia y una vida acaso
més intensas y mfs eficaces gue si_hubiera existido y vivi-

do

2l modo vulger y corriente...s”

3 e « .
YV si zlgun lector de este ensayo dijera que todo esto
no son sino ingeniosidades ¥y
entiende jots en achaques de quijotismo, v le repetird lo

aue en cierts ocasion dijo don fuijote

aradojas,

P 4
le dire cue no

& su escudero: Como

te conozco, Ssncho, no heago csso de lo que dices .o

T™ig defiant tone by Unamuno

wes

5 perhaps unnecessary

since people in generzl accepted the greater pert of his com-

ments without contradiction.4 However, meny reasders of Don

Ruijote heve =

recction hecsuse of this
the difficulties of seventeenth century Spenish,

peculiar style adopted by Cerventes in certein parts,

suthor's

stu

dies,

new understanding and a more intense emotional

Unemuno cleecred awsy
explained the

and painted

clearly end poeticelly the pressionate cherzcter and the greet

faith of the Spenish Christ,5 the cheracter wvhich hed grown out

o
“Unamuno, Tnssyos,

31nia., p. 230,

4

Stmemuno, Del sentimiento trrico, e

Romera=-Navarro, op. cit.,

EeEa)

I g

e

e pl].'(. 4o 9

TT, 112,

1el

-184

nsezyos, Vol,
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of the Don Quixote of Cervantes by the transforming and enlarg

ing of the conception hy esch generation of recders,t

According to Unamuno, Don Juixote wes not the work of
Cervantes in the first plzce so much &s the product of the Sna
¥ i &

[5)

ish peorle who gave to the book its vitelity end pover.

fuijote no es de Cervantes sino de todos lo que lo
Jean y 1o sientan, Cervantes szcd a don Quijote del alma
de su pueblo v del alma de le hurenlovﬁ tode, ¥y en su in-
Wortﬁl litro se lo devolvid & su puehlo y & tode la

manided Qe

LI =

1 " .
Romera-leverro, 0p. cite, r. 121y Unsmuno, Tnssyos,

Tol. V, pe 21° -
L] 9 L] ®
?Unamuno, Bnsayos, Vol., V, pp. 214, 219,

3Ihid., p. 210,



CHAPTER II

UNANUNO AS A QRUIXOQOTIC FPERSONALITY

The critic who wrote, "Iladie aspirs a2 que lo califiquen

"1

-

de don Quijote, wes not femilisr with the history of liguel de
Unermuno, for Unsmuno not only aspired to the neme, hut also

morked to attein it., Certainly ignorence of the significsnce wes
not the rerson for his desiring the title, because Unesmuno was an
srdent student of the Cerventine hero, In fact, he wented to call

o
the story of nhis exile in Tuerteventurse  Don 2nijote en Fuerteven-

trra,5 calling himself by the name of the charccter he considered
his "sefor,n4 Therefore, he must tave felt no insult when Jean
Cessou in the X¥ercure de Frence, lay, 1996, proclaimed him o mod-

ern Don Quixote crying out in the wildernes ,5 nor when Ealeeiro

5.2

cheracterized him as more cuixotic than Cerventes,b e admittedly

lrourguenert, op. cit., p. 14,

After repeated assaults in speeches and in writings a-
gainst the monsrchy znd the dictatorship, Unamuno was banished by
Primo de Rivers in 1924 to Tuerteventura from which he escaped
with the assistence of 17T, Dumay, on July 9, 1224, to Frunce where
e remained until the end of the dictztorship in 1930, (Ralseiro,
loc. citsy pr. 648-656;5 L. R, Curtius, "Unamuno at Seventy," Liv-

g Age, December, 1934, p,., 3253 "Why Spain Deports Unamuno,"
Iater ry Digest. June 21, 1924, pp. 28-29; T, R. Ybarra, "Unamuno
Is Beck!"™ Qutlook, hebruarv 26, 1930, p. 341; TBrnest llontenegro,
"I"iguel de Unomuno Denishment ¥rom Spain," Current History llaga-
zine. June, 1924, pp. 408-429),

I~y

|

3Unamuno, De Tuerteventura, p. 8.

41bid, p. 403 Romencero del destierro (Puenos Aires: C. T
Perlado, H., d. S, Pe 140° Vidas de don Quijote, p. 324; passim,
throughout works,

5Starkie, "Modern Don Quixote," loc, cit., pe. 91,
6Balseiro, oc. cit., p. 645,

18
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enjoyed being described as quixotic, for he felt Wmes quijotista
que cervantiste,"l more attracted by the character than by the
author,
Both Unamuno and the critics had sufficient basis for

"

the zppellstion, "the modern Don (uixote, for the philosopher

and the czballero andante had much in common., Many of these

guixotic ouelities bhelonged to the personzlity of Unamuno and de=-
veloped gradually as his idess became crystallized, Some of this
development was probably duve, however, to conscious cultivstion
of the similarity, because Unamuno took adventage of his native
quixotic traits, meking assets of them by securing publicity for
his works and for his idess,

Perhaps the best-known quality of quixotism is idealism,
a cuality possessed in varying degrees by all people of zll na=-
tions and in slmost unbelievable quantities by the original Don
Quixote3 and by that typical Quixote, liguel de Unamuno. This

idealism caused Unamuno to defend the gsanity, and even the sanc-

tity, of

®

figure whose name has comre to be synonymous with in-
9nity.4 This idealism made him sacrifice his love of home and

country in order to swaken his countrymen to the evils in Spain,

lUn?muno, Vide de don Quijote, prologo.

QCF. Palgeiro, loc. cit

o3 Starkie, "lodern Don Quixote,"
loc. cit.s Antonio Machado, "A don ¥iguel de Unamuno,™ Poesias
comgletpq (12drid: Residencia de Tstudiantes, 1917), rr. 066-267,

SAnte, p. 8,

4&22&: e T
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This ideclism inspired him to mstch his voice znd pren zgainst
the power of the king and of the dictztor., Fe czlled to other
idezlists for support, for only by ideslism does the world ad-
vance,
Unamuno, like Don Quixote, was never in any doubt as to
his mission in the world: he was an idealist stirring the read-
ing puhlic or the listening audience "to divine dissetisfaction"?
with "los meles y 2husos aque sufris 1= naciéh."s TLike his lesder,
he would fight agsinst thieves, and lisrs, and fools,4 although
his attempts might have no more effect than those of Don Quixote
"por Dulcinea, por lz gloria, por vivir, por sobrevivirl"5 Una=-
muno wanted to awaken the spirit of his hearers to a productive
response, nat to preach the a2ccertzsnce of his ovwn ideas;6 he was

interested in the striving for the victory rether in the zttain-

7 .
ment of the victory. Quixoticelly, he was not restricted in

lUnamuno, Tnsavos, Vol, II, p. 114.

?Undmuno, Recuerdos de nifiez y de moceded, selected and
edited by William Atkinson (Yew Yorks: Ipng nens, Green =nd Co,.,
1929), p. iii.

3Romera-ﬁav:rro, Viguel de Unemuno, DPe. 9.
4

Unamuno, Vida de don 2u

5Unﬂmuno, Del sentimiento trdgico, r. 3163 cf, Salvador
de ladarisge, "lMiguel de Unsmuno," The Genius of Spein (London:
Oxford University Press, 1923), p. 109.

,-

Iiguel de Unamuno, p. 793 Unamuno,
Tol, VI Tp. 34-35,

-

Romere-llaver
2

To
Fnsayos, Vol, I, p. 1

a8

e

vUnamuno, Recuerdos, p. ifi,
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his defense to the trestment of realities, for he fought with-
out regard to what wzs reslity.l In his sonnet inspired by the
resding of Dante, he spoke of his struggles:
Y dno estzré luchando, sombra aduste,

contras pdlids sombra de molino,

no de gigente, que al vil peregrino

de la pordioseria solz sasusta?”

Iike Don Quixote, Unemuno took his mission and himself
seriously, Jjust 2s he took all of 1life seriously. For this rea-
son he saw no humor in the manner in which he fulfilled his mis-
sion, but thought of it &s the fight for the sslvation of his peo-
rle, Te preferred to plsy the tr=gic role, the role of martyrs;
he could not, therefore, see the mony incongruities of his posi-
tion, If he had rezslized the presence of incongruity, he would
not heve considered himself ridiculous but rether s provhet to =
misunderstanding peonle, e would have enjoyed the ridicule of
the vopulsce, Telieving that such ridicule pleced him with Don
Quixote among the inmortal.3 He would heve considered the ridi-
cule seriously end would hsve replied to it ®s rsssionestely end
as dremetically as the occzsion would permit, hecoming more of &

martyr end more of a trogic figure hecazuse of the ridicule,
g g

-

Perhaps this seriousness, this grect thought on smel

cose, To realize and to recognize publicly

[

1

the lack of logic in his arguments would wegken the force of his

lﬂnamuno, De Fuerteventurs, pp. 72-73,

?Ivid., p. 54,

SAnte., pp. 11-12,
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scene, and neither he nor Don Quixore vas so poor an actor as to
remove any measure of the drama from his life., Unamuno frequently
exhorted his readers and his students to take a serious attitude
toward lifﬂ,l and his hrest instruction in this instance as in his

rrecching of quixotism was by his own example. .

The cuixotic migssion of Unamuno znd his serious and com-

rlete acceptance of it were accompanied by still a third evidence
. " o nl e : . . . 5 . .
of his guixotic idealism: his mystic faith.,” Uis attitude to-

ward religion, and he was as intensely religious as his Don Quix-
. . . ' . .
ote, is shown in his concept of God: "Dios, en nuestros espiritus,

T I s . 3
es Tspiritu y no Idea, amor, y no dogma, vida y no logica." This

. e .
comcept he developed more fully in the books Iz agonia del cris-

. . B - 4 . /L.
tisnisro, Il Cristo de Velezquez, and San llanuel Rueno, martir,

in various essays,5 snd in miscellaneous discussions.e

Yis religion was, like that of Don Quixote,7 genuinely
propular, not €atholic in the sectarian sense of the word, dbut
universal, humanly Christian, consisting, by his own definition

of faith, of sincerity, tolerence, and mercy.8 His conception

lUnemuno, nsayos, Vol., II, ». 1953 passim.
2

Antg,’ pp. 9-11.

3Unamuno, Insayos, Vol. II, p. 229,

4Madrid: Calpe--Tos Poetas, 1920,

5Unamuno, Ensayos, Vols., I-VII, passim.
6Unamuno, Torks, passim,
7Castro, op. cit., Do 307

8Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol, II, p. 2403 Vol, III, p. 154,
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of the church was as a congregation of the faithful, of all those
who bhelieve in truth., Hence the most absolute church is humanity
itself, and the truest Christianity is the faith of those whose
helief surmounts 211 ohstacles as did that of Don Quixote.l Ac-
cording to Starkie, Unamuno was essentially catholic;g but the
author himself wrote that belief in the Catholic church as such
3

is suicide to the heliever and a weakening of the faith, and

thiet Christianity is not eny doctrine, but it is 1life, battle,

Therefore he helieved in the separation and distinction
of the idezs of religion and of patriotism in the thoughts of the
peoprle as well as in the practice of the government;5 for the two
are separate and distinct: the one the belief of & men in his
God, the other his loyalty to nhis country; the one deals with in-
ner life and immortslity, the other with social life and politics.6

Following again his ideal,'7 Unamuno frequently quoted or

paraphrased selections from the Pible.8 Part of this practice

ltvia,, 701, 17, p. 230,

) . § . .
“Starkie, "Personalties," loc. cit., p. 54,

3Unamuno, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 229=-230,

7 . . .
4Unamuno, Iz agonia del cristisnismo, p. 41,

5Un9vuno and Ganivet, El provenir de Tspana, Pre 132-133;
Unamuno, Enssyos, Vol. II, DpDp. “127-130,

6

_&mo, Vol. IV, De 137,

7Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 72, 93, 123, 299, 411, 421, 428,
735, 219,

Unamuno, Recuerdos, p. 4; Andanzas y visiones espanolas
(Yedrid: Renacimiento, 192 ), Do “71 Ia tia Tula (IMedrid: Renac-
imiento, 1921), p. 703 Bl hermang Jusn o o T1 mundo es teatro (=
drids Wspasa-Calpe, 1934Y7 D. 73; 31 otro, misterio en tres jornae
das yun epf1 logo (Madrid: A*ga.sa-\ml_we, 1932, v. 41.
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was doubtless due to his admiretion of the FPible zs s literary
work,l much to his recognition and apprecistion of the profound
philosophy,53 and still more to his dependence upon the truths
of the Rible for the support and illustration of his own ideas.3
As an evidence of his 2pprrecistion of the various artifices used
by Christ in teaching the people, he imitated these devices, fre-
guently using parsdoxes, hyperboles, and perahles in his teach-
ing.4 Don RQuixote used these same means of instructing Sancho
end the other doubters concerning his mission.s

¥ore cormmonly, however, Unamuno pointed to the Christ,
"el Cristo agonizante,“ﬁ the perfection and the. emhodiment of
truth and faith, as in the following selection:
"jVerdad! Y dqué es verdad"?--preguntd Pilstos =
da

¥
Cristo, volviéndole las espaldas a la verdad, Forque
Cristo dijo de si: "Yo soy la verdad," dijolo de si

. $ v 9

. ' P ., .
no de su doctrina, dQue no lo dijo? Tues nos lo dice
a todas horas,

™is truth permeated all things, as God is present in all life,
In the poem of his grectest religious emotion, Unamuno portrayed

the presence of God, of truth, in nature,
IS s ¢

lUnamuno, Ensayos, Vol, VI, pd 503 Romancero, p. 23,
?Ibid., Vol. V, pp. 184-185,

31bid., Vol. IV, pp. 127-129,

4£E£Q., Vol, VII, ve 77,

51&;@., Vol, V, pe 2203 Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 58, 72,
743=-744,

I'd . . .
6Unamnno, Iz egonie del cristianismo, p. 29,

7Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. II, p. 2403 cf, Vol. VI, p,

D
)
O
Ll
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™ sobrensturalizaste. 91 Fombre,
lo que era natural, humanizéndolo.,
Selvas, montafias, mares y desiertos,
confluven & tu pecho, y en Ti abarces
rocas v plantas, %estlaj, peces y aves,
Ta como un arce de Foé tu cuerpo
donde se salvan del diluvio 18brego
cuantos hijos parid la ladre Tierrs
para darlos al howbre en mayorazgo. .
Ia =santa Tierra, que de cerne viva,
¥erbo de Dios desnudo, te vis tlora,
fu€ por la sangre de ess misms carne
sacramentada; no hay en ells mota
de polvo que por Dios no hays pasado.
Dloq el misterio de la vida humana,
trezd con las estrellas en el manto
de &bano de la noche, y descifraste
su secreto con gotas de tu sangre
sobre la Tierrs, en testamento fiel!l

)
¢

. . . e .
Since he was a "fiel discipulo de Cristo® " a3 was Don

~

Aixote hefore him, Unemuno eprealed to God in whom he had the
: . . - 5 s S . 5 |,
feith of the mysties, living faith which asked questions,  quix-
. . . 4
otic feith working towsrd immortality of the soul . -.-fsith that
would cleanse religious disorder and lower the powerful to the

cormon level.5

Dios de mi Tspafa contrita
e mi chorro de voz,
cucha el recio lamento
.
un hijo de tu pasion,
un hlJO de tu hije Zspana
un agonico espefol.”

e YING JEe)
D D D J) =]

-

thamuno, Tl Cristo, p. 145.

AY)

o . s @
“Unamuno, Vida de don Zuijcte, p. 237.

N
m
°

3Unemuno, Iz agonia del cristianismo, p.

41ria., p. o1,

N
“A further discussion of Unamuno's ideas concerning
feith and religion will be given in Chap. TIT,

6V amuno, Romancero, b. 119,
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Ii%e 2 true follower of Christ, who sacrificed himself

0

for the salvation of the people, 2nd of Don Quixote, who wes the
"emhlems de la fe, de la fe en 21lgo eterno, inmutshle, de la fe
en la verdad superior =l 1ndlv1duo,"l Unamuno sacrificed him-
elf for the good of the people., Tle endengered his position in
the Tniversity of Salamenca to fight sgeainst the evils of the
government, Although he hed spent meny years in preparation for
the rectership, he did not hesitate to express views contrary
eand uncomplimentery to the political powers, TFor this reason, he
vas three times deprived of the position, Unamuno sacrificed

.

severel years in his beloved Spain rath
3

-

er than ‘give up his con-

victions, "Then he felt that his forwer wiewnoint had bheen

vrong, he did not hesitate to change sides openly, even though

this policy wes dameging to his reputation.4

lrourguensrf, op. cit., . 7.

?In 1920, for outspoken opposition to King Alfonso XIII
end to Primo de Riveraz, Unasmuno was deprived of his position in
Salamenca end in 1924 exiled to the island of Fuerteventura-
("Spenish Struggle for = Republic," Literary Digest, Izy 17, 1930,
Pre 16-17)3 after having been reinsteted on the advent of the
republic, he was again removed by the l'adrid government for 51p
rort of the Tascist cause in 1936 ("San Tigael ce Unarmuno," loc.
cit., p. 537); end finally, after he hed been rector for some
months under the Tascist duu,lce\, he wes removed by General Franco
for defending the Cstalonians and the Pasqgues zgainst the accusa-
tions of fGeneral 171llan Astrsy, guest %pvgk » for a Fascist dinner
in Salamencz on Columbus Day. (Carleton Feals, "”eno* Unemuno
Toses Wis Job," Tation, December 12, 1836, pp. 743-744.)

Sororm 1924 to 1930, Cf. p. 18, note 2,

4Unamuno, a8 hes been shown before, was one of the lesders
of the 1930 revolution end wes prominent in the formation of the
Republic, for which he azcted as a member of the Constitutional
Farlizment until he resigned, disgusted with the methods of the
group ("Don Miguel de Unamuno," loc. cit., p. 537). In 1924 he

e
was exiled hy the Alfonist svste m, but "less than a dozen years
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Don Quixote had no thought of caring for himself nor of
living for himself; he was engrossed in his mission.l Unamuno's
gimilerity in this respect may have been & result, partially at
least, of self-dramatization; but if he received publicity for
his exile and his repeated removels from the Salamanca faculty,
it was of secondary importance to his aim of teaching and awaken-
ing the peonle, In a paraphrzse of a selection from the Bible,
Unamuno offered himself in one of his meny mystically religious

poews:

"iviguel! {iiguell" Aqui, Sefor, desnudo
me tienes a tu pie, santa mont arg,
—~
roca desnudz, cora z8n de Tspefe.”

™is sacrifice of nimself for his people was but the

secrifice of earthly comforts and of the opinions of men hardly

fit to judge, and to Unamuno such o sacrifice was well repaid by

later he was siding with General Franco egecinst the I'edrid regine
[vThiich he had uaJIPd te Ektbbllshj, wnich e denounced zs zn ene-
my to CiVl¢lZdtan. (ew Vork Times, Jenuary 4, 1937, p. 2%, col,
4,) After a brief eJyOUsd’ of the I“%UP“ nts' cavse, Unamuno

turned agein to the Government side and spoke quite hitterly of
thie Ihanrapnts. "T soon reclized this struggle, inspired 2t first
hy high motives, had repidly @eVdLOyP into & cless war, full o
horror:, without pity or generosity of any kind. 1o less regret-
fully to be mentioned is the decreese in the ment:sl cap301ty of
the youth of Spain znd their increasing disregerd for humen intel-
ligence in favor of a2 love of violence and ﬂrutm;lty." (ITew York
Times, January 3, 1937, p. 33, cols, 1,2,)

———)

lrourgneners, op. cit., p. ®

?Unamuno, De Tuerteventurs, p. 1213y cf. pp. 53, 55-56,
71-70; “oqucero, vp. 7%, 69, 117-119; Tl Cristo, passim; accord-
ing to Romera-Taverro (iiguel de Unamuno, D. 1-3), passirm in the
two unavailahle books of poetry, 5 lhoas Imprente de
mojas, 1907) end Rosario de oonﬂtoe 1Tricos (172drid: Imprenta
Mspefiola, 1911), T
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the promise of fama imperecedors, the opportunity for immortality.

Here Unamuno was like 211 yhilosorhers of all times, deeply con-
cerned with the problems of life: el misterio de la vide (the
eternal and unanswered questions of life), el sueno de la vide
(the Calderoniesn confusion of real life and of dresm life), la
congoja de la vides (the sense of tragedy in our existence)., His
interest in these problems was as much & part of ﬁis personality
as an evidence of his philosophical ideas, for Unamuno's person-
elity was an expression of his ideas, and his ideas a product of
his personality. IJTife to him, 28 to Don Quixote, was no smooth
path from the cradle to the grave; it was, instead, disturbed
frequently by consideration for the difficulties of life., 1In

the prologue to San lanuel Pueno, mé}tir, Unamuno spoke of the

congoja de la vida as the stimulation toward fame in this world
and immortelity in the next world:
Y ¢'no es, en el fondo, este congojoso y glorioso
problema de la personalidad el que guia en su ewpresa a
don Quijote, el que dijo lo de '/yo sé€ quién soy!' y
quiso salvarla en alas de la fama imperecedora?

Both Unemuno and Don Quixcte were very interested in this

fama imperecedors, in the hope for the immortality of their names,
2

of their fame, and of their souls. Unamuno said he could not

live without faith in the immortality of his soul;3 and this pre-

lUnamuno, San lManuel Rueno, mértir, prologo, p. 28,

2In chap, iii, the ideas of both Unamuno and Don Quixote
concerning immortality are more fully discussed.

SUnamuno, Enseyos, Vol. VII, p. 182.
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occupation with the hope of immortality was the basis for much
of his belief in God and in the afterlife, Religion gives one
the feeling of the perpetuation of himself, and God is the de-
sire of each person to perpetuate himself in the universe and to

manifest himself in it.l

Ia pobre alms hambrienta y sedienta de inmortalidad
y de resurreccion de su carne, hambrienta y sediente de
Dios, de Dios-Hombre & lo cristiano, o de Hombre-Dios a
lc pagano, consume su virginidad maternal en besos y
ebrazos al agonizante eterno,
This obsession with death and with the necessity to immortalize
oneself gave Unamuno the theme for his best work, making him "el
inquieto fildsofo, el hondo pensador cuya prosa ardiente refleja
el dolor de su alma, la torturs de sus dudas, y su ansia in-
agotable de Dios y la eternidad."3
The mysticism which resulted from his preoccupation with

immortelity was the very substance of Unamuno's spiritual life

and one of the chief characteristics of his quixotism., His book,

Del sentimiento trégico de la vide en los hombres y en los pueb-

los, concerns itself in a large measure with the discussion of
immortality, and many of his other works are filled with shorter

: . 4 . -
discussions, Unamuno said, "Cuando no se cree mes que en la

l1via., Vol. V, pp. 86-87.

RUnamuno, Ie agonia del cristianismo, p. 76.

SAlcela-Caliano, op. cit., pp. 256-257,

4Romera—Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, pp. 204-205,
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vida de lz carne, se camina a la muerte.“l

At times, however, it seems zlmost that Unamuno must have
doubted his often expressed beliefs and have lost, for the time,
his faith, for occesionally he wrote in a very disillusioned and
ressimistic vein, Usually, however, this feeling was the result
of his thinking of the state of Spain,2 rather than the result of
thought of his future life. Unamuno said that Don Quixote was
not a ressimist because he was not vain, nor modezz‘n.:5 In this,
though, the personality of Unamuno did not agree with his inter-
pretation of the personality of Don Quixote, for Unamuno was vain,
&8 will bhe shown later. And Don Quixote was not always inclined
to hide his accomplishments, nor was he &slways an optimist. He
sometimes became discouraged because the evil forces ehanged ap-
pearances in order to rob him of his glory.4 He grieved that peo-
- ple had so little belief in his mission,5 and he died disillusioned
and so pessimistic in regard to the future of knight-errantry that
he counseled Sancho Panza against the further pursuit of chivalric

adventures,® Thus the personalities of Don Quixote and of Unamuno

1Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. I, p. 323 Cf. pp. 45, 515 Vol. V,
pP. 52; Amor y pedagogie (Madrid: Espasa-Calpe, 1934), pp. 18l-182,
184-185, 203-204; Paz en la guerre (32 ed.; Madrid: Renacimiento,
1931), pp. 290, 313; Recuerdos, pp. 22-24.,

2U’namuno, Ensayos, Vol., V, pp. 144, 203-205; Romencero,.
pp. 5-6, 20, 26, 33, 105-106; De Fuerteventura, pp. 8-9, 23, 24,
27, 46, 54,

3

Unamuno, Del sentimiento triagico, pp. 316-317.

4Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 60, 127; Unamuno, Vida de don
Quijote, pp. 81-82,

5Cervantes, op. cite, PP, 31-35; Unamuno, op. cit., pp.
27-30,

6Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 813-4; Unemuno, op. cit., pp. 311.
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were similar in their sensitivity to discouragement.

In his poetry, Unamuno was frequently pessimistic, por-
traying life as composed of tears, signs, and shadows and permeated
with tragedy;l for since man discovered death and has no peace for
fear of death,

es para siempre su maldita suerte

pagar su deuda por haber nacido.?2
Unamuno in this was again typiczl of his country, for Spain has
sad literature, a sad youth, and sad thoughts of death.3 Bven
the religion of Spain is sad, worshiping the Christ in his most
tragic role: ®E1l Cristo espdﬁol....,sta siempre en su papel
trégico: jamés baja de la cruz donde, cadavé}ico, extiende sus
brazos y alarga sus piernas cubiertas de sangre."4 All the peo-
ple seek for happiness and, failing to find it, become pessimis-
tic,

No degaba de buscarse la felicidad; sin encontrarls

ni en la rlqueza, ni el saber, ni en el poderio, ni en

el goce; ni en la re81gn301on, ni en la buena Sonciencia
moral, ni en la cultura., Y vino el pesimiswmo.

Nor are pessimism and optimism the only opprosing char-

~

1Unamuno, Romancero, p. 813 Cf. pp. 37, 139,

2Unamuno, De Fuerteventura, p. 74.

3
Unsmuno, Ensayos, Vol., VIII, pp. 170-172,

4
Unamuno, Por tierras de Portugal y de Espana (Medrid:
Renacimiento, 1930, py EI.

5Unamuno, Del sentimiento trééico, P. 292,
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acterigtics of quixotism which tend to add to the sense of trag-
edy and agony of life, DPoth Unamuno and Don Quixote were fre=-
quently inconsistent in other matters, finding peace in the inter-
minable battle for fame and disquietude in the peace of retire-
ment,
Tn el seno de la paz verdadera y honda es donde sélo
se comprende v justifica la guerra; es donde se hace
sagrados votos de guerrear por la verdad, dnico consuelo
eterno; e8 donde se propone reducir a santo trabajo la
guerra, o fuers de €sta, sino dentro de ella, en su_seno
mismo, hay que buscar la paz; paz en la guerra misma,
Both Unamuno and Don Quixote enjoyed such rhetorical devices as
the play upon words above illustrated, the balancing of meaning
in & sentence, the use of contradictions to attract the atten-
tion of their hearers or readers,
These contradictions were not merely rhetorical devices,
however, but the result of doubt and questioning in the minds of
the knight and of the philosorher. All of life is filled with

contradictions, at least apparent contradictions.2

These help
to make the mystery of life,

For this reason, Unamuno did not change his works when
he republished them, although his ideas had developed in the
meantime, and although he had found flagrant errors. "Ios dejo,

pues, tzles y como salieron de mi pluma en distintos periodos

1Unamuno, Paz en la guerrs, p. 329,

2Unamuno, Del sentimiento traglco, p. 2903 Niebla (nivola)
(Madrid: Tspasa-Calpe, 1935), D. 2803 Romera-“avarro, Miguel de
Unamuno, p. 45.
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de mi vida mental y con las {ntimes contradicciones a ello in-
herentes., No va €1 que hoy soy yo a corregir al que fuf."l He
let his thoughts lezd him as Don Quixote allowed Rocinante to de-
¢cide his path.2 One critic points out that Don Quixote himself,
Yo es litre de variar de opiniones, y la firmeza de su
ser mortal da fuerza y grandeza notables a sus ideas, a sus
palabras y a toda su persona, a despecho de las humillantes
y grotescas situaciones en que cae constantemente,o
The opinions of Don Quixote and of Unamuno had to wvary
according to the amount and type of expveriences each had had. In
lives of action such as these two led, there ha& to be certain
paradoxes: reason opposed to faith, life to death, solitude to
multitude, country to city, baftle to peace, universality to sin-
gularity. And Unamuno lived them all "plena y trsgicamente, como
muy pocos."4 ¥any of these parzdoxes were no more than new points
of view--perhaps more nearly exact than the currently accepted

01’188.5

6

This paradoxical professor” was no simple man with simple

lynamuno, Ensayos, Vol., I (written from 1894 to 1911, and
published in 1916), ps 11; Vol. V, pp. 137, 183, 197; Vol. VI, p.
171; De Fuerteventurs, pp. 9, 83-84, 128,

gUnamuno, Insayos, Vol. V, p. 127; Contra esto y agquello,

P. 16,

3Tourgueneff, ope cite., p. 10,

4M. C. Bernardete, "Fersonalidad e individualidad en Una-

muno," Reyista Fispénice loderna, October, 1934, p. 343 cf, p. 28,

7
SRomera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 45; Andres Gonzdlez-
Blanco, los dramaturgos espafioles contemvordneos (Valencia: Tdi-
torial Cervantes, 1918%), p. 243.

6Alcalé-ca1iano, 9p. cit., p. 253; Unamuno, El hermano Juan,

p. 150,
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thoughts. Fe was a learned man who did not want the title of
sage,l an egotist who wanted to be portrayed as & social thinker,2
a furious 1ibeli$t3 who was regarded as the saviour of his peo-
4

ple, ~ an author who made himself the chief character in his own

works.5 He was a loquaszious person, fond of talking with his
£

7 Fe was a passionate person,

friend,s,6 but loving solitude also.
responding intensely to every situation, dramatizing himself as
the chief actor.8

Iike his predecessor, Don Quixote, Unamuno dramatized his
misfortunes, Just zs Don Quixote was angered because the lion
would not come out of the cage and fight with him and thus robbed

him of his deserved glory,9 so Unamuno, instead of being glad

when his sentence to imprisonment was not carried outd® znd nis

1Unamuno, Insayos, Vol. I, p. 19; Vol. VI, p. 18; Vol,.
vVIii, p. 203,

ZStarkie, "lodern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 91.

3Alcald-Galiano, op. cit., pp. 256-257,

41vid., p. 249.

S508é 7. Montesinos, "Iuerte y vida de Unamuno," Hora de
Tspaha, April, 1937, Ta (113 Je Padln, "Bl concepto de lo real en
Tas Gltimas novelas de Unamuno," Hispania, XI (1928), p. 421.

6Romera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 16,

7Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VI, pp. 69-70,

8Nontesinos, locs citey Do 1lla

9Cervantes, ope. cit., Pt. II, chap. xviij; Unamuno, Vida
is don Q‘uijote, ppo 188“i§00

10rz1seiro, loc. cit., p. 648,
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gsemi-exile was lifted by the king,1 felt deprived of his martyr-
dom,? The pardon removed the idea of conflict, the feeling of
drarma, the assurance of a public. The entire history of his exile
is one of self-dramatization, The experience gave him a wealth
of material for sonorous and mournful poetry concerning his trials,
exaggerating the insult to his honor and the danger to his life,

Whethier this self-dramatization was entirely conscious or
not, the effects of it are constantly seen in Unamuno's life. It
was the drama of politics, as much as the desire to free his op-
pressed people, which led him into the field of governmental ha-
rangues, It weas partially a result of his imagination--his con-
ceiving himself the hero of a dangerous adventure which was really
the day dream of his true experience. It was partly due also to
his seriousness, his interpretation of minor details as of wvast
importance.

Even his imitation of Don Quixote had something of the
drsmatic for a bhackground, for this Don Quixote was the best

4

known of Spanish heroes,” and Unamuno would have none but the best

llbid., P. 6533 "Don Miguel de Unamuno," loc. cit., p. 537;
Curtius, loc. cit., p. 325,

ZStarkie, "Personalties," loc. cit., p. 61,
SA. del Rfo, "Miguel de Unamuno: Vida y obrs," Revista

Hispanica Moderna, October, 1934, p. 13; Unamuno, De Fuerteventura,
rr. &, 9, 70, 103,

4Ruth Teel, "The Influence of Don Quixote on the Wight-
eenth Century YNovel," (Unpublished !Master's Thesis, Grzduate Divi-
sion, Department of Tnglish, Texas State College for Women, 1931),
Pe 1,
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for his model, Tor him it was better to be thought crezy than

to be ignored, and his imagination gave to the idea of insanity

a halo not usually seen there, He faced ridicule serenely,l per-
haps because of his stated belief that the one ridiculing showed
himself less sane and progressive than the one ridiculed.2 He
appreciated the titles of loco and solitario, because he believed
that 211 great things are accomplished by those whom the world

3

classes in this manner, Fe did not wait for the world to recog-

nize him as quixotic, but said himself that he who defends Quix-

4

ote is quixotic, His defense of Quixote was really self-drame-

tization in that he defended and exalted himself at the same time,

5 and the intengified ele-

Wis poetry also is dramatic,
ment of imagination here intensifies the effect., FHis great sensi-
tiveness and his rich imsgination make him an outstanding poet.

In his prose, Unamuno dramatically used many exclamations
and rhetorical questions, Fe once said that many Spanish writers

. G 7 . . .
are orators in writing, and in so saying he gave a good descrip-

tion of his own style. In this also he is like Don Quixote, for

lBalseiro, loc. cit., p. 646; Romera-Navarro, liguel de
Unamuno, p. 15,

2Unamuno, Vida de don Quijote, pp. 273-275,
3Ivid., pp. 18-19.
4Starkie, "Modern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 98,

5'Romera.-Na.varro, Viguel de Unamuno, p. 146,

61vid., pp. 165-166.

7Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. III, p. 93,
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the knight-errant imitated the most dramestic passages of the books
of chivalry in his discourses on chivalry and in his monologues.
In the prologues to his various novels, Unamuno showed his
fondness for talk, These prologues (sometimes called epiloguesl)
demonstrate also how seriously Unamuno took himself and.his ideas,

2

His works were perpetual soliloquies,® and his life was an inter-

minable auto-dialogue.3
Unamuno was an egotist, an individualist who was never in

doubt as to his mission or himself.4 He built his world of fan-
tasy around his own individuality.5 He wrote many of his works
in the first person and defended the practice upon the basis of
the greater intimacy between the author and the reader;6 and he
entered into other works with parenthetical comments or philoso-
phical discussions of the characters or of the ideas. "hen
Angela Carballino said no one would understand her brother's
state of faith, Unamuno commented:

Yi les habria crefﬁo, afado yo. Fabrfan crefdo a sus

obras vy no a 3us palsbras, porque las palabras no sirven

para apoyar las obras, sino que lzs obras se bastanNeeeee

No'pay md's ooqfesiSn que la conducta., Ni sabe el pueblo
que cosa es fe, ni acaso le importa mucho.

lUnamuno, Il hermano Juan, p. 9.
grontesinos, oc. cit., pP. 12,

3Balseiro, loc. cit., p. 654,

4Unamuno, Recuerdos, p. iii; cf. the discussion of indi-
viduality in Znsayos, Vol. IV, pp. 65-86,

5Starkie, "Iodern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 91,
6Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. III, pp. 65-66; Vol, V, p. 129,

7 . /
Unamuno, San Manuel Pueno, mirtir, epilogo.
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As Don Quixote thought and talked about the menner in
which future authors would speak of him as great,l so Unamuno
spoke of his own works as brilliant and profound.2
feessQué artista pierde Esgaﬁa
cuando llegue yo a faltar}
This egotism and concelt may have been the result of his
desire to shock the peorle, for, as Romera-Navarro said: "Se ha

hecho hombre, y aun grande hombre, sin dejar de ser nifio; a veces,
"4
L]

V]

1go travieso

<

o

In a nmoment of modesty, Unamuno stzted his own

avilities: "Pues no presumo ni de erudito, ni de investigador,

ni de sabio, ni de pensador siquiera, yo que presumo de bastantes

cosas, y entre ellas de ser un buen catedrstico de lengua griega."
One can forgive Unamuno his conceit when he remembers

that Thamuno sacrificed the good opinion of his contemporaries to

6

be able to shock them from their abulia. To awaken his fellow-

ICervantes, ops cit., rr. 26-27 ; Unamuno, Vide de don

L Sy ——"

Quijote, pp. 16-17,

. - . -
2Unamuno, El espejo de la muerte (Yadrid: Compania Ibero-
Americana de Publicaciones, 1930), p. 107; Tres novelas ejemplares

Y un prélogo (Madrid: Tspasa-Calpe, 1931), pp. 9, 14; De Fuerte-
venture, pp. 104-105; Del sentimiento itrdgico, p. 292,

3Unamu.no, Romancero, p. 108,

4Romera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 13,

5Unamuno, Insayos, Vol. VII, p. 195.

GCF. discussion of all literary activities in this direc-
tion by D. F. Arjona, "Iz voluntezd and abulia in Contemporary
Spanish Ideology," Revue Hispanigue, IXXIV TT928), Pp. 373=672,

5
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countrymen, he stated his ideas passionately, intensely, with-

out admitting that he might be mistaken.l He gave his ideas

2

emphasis by the use of paradoxes, hyperbole, and parables., He

“ always working for a dramatic effect.

was an ardent republican
These effects were helped by the constant use of medie-

valism, for Unamuno felt that his soul and that of his country

were medieva1.4 He was opposed to the spirit called the modern

5 although he would destroy all traditions which

Furopean spirit,
are not consistent with present beliefs.6 e enjoyed the life
at Hendays7 becauvse 1t was a sort of feudal existence,8 he wrote
0f 0ld castles and traditions,g and he read the diaries of the
medieval monks.lo "Vuelvo mi pensamiento atréé, a tiempos que
fueron, y evoco el recuerdo de nuestros grandes misticos que

g o .11
florecieron a la vez que nuestros grandes hombres de accion,"

17086 ¥arfa Salaverria, Nuevos Retratos (Vadrid: Rena-
cimiento, 1930), p. 703 Unamuno, Vida de don Quijote, p. 10;

&

Insayos, Vol, VII, pp. 160, 181, 183,

2Ibid., D. 76.
SNew York Times, lay 2, 1930, p. 20, col, 6.

4Starkie, "Personalities," loc. cit., p. 513 Unamuno,
Vide de don Quijote, p. 1,

5Unamuno, ¥nsayos, Vol., VII, p. 162,
®1pid., pp. 33-34,

7In Trance, not far from the Spanish border. Unamuno
spent most of hig semi-exile there,

8Starkie, "Ilodern Don Quixote," loc., cit., pP. 92,

gUnemuno, Tres novelas gjemplares, pp. 105-106; De Fuer-
teventura, pp. 75-76; RecuerdosS, DPD. O, 52,

10

Unamuno, %nsayecs, Vol., V, p. 138,

1via., p. 149,
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said Unamuno, expressing also the desire of Don Quixote, who
felt thet the days of chivalry were the best aznd the most glori-
ous in Spanish history.l

It was as much the romence of the medieval ages as the
state of society at that time which appealed to Unamuno, just as
it was the . romance of chivalry as much as the accomplishments
of the knights which appesled to Don Quixote. DBoth of these men
were impressionable, responding to nature, to hooks, and to peo-
rle., Tike Don HQuixote, who spent some time in the mountains
communing with himself,g Unamuno interpreted nature as reflecting
his own moods, TFspecially is this true of his pictures of the
sea which showed him a new face of God and & new face of Spain,

3 In his

Q
e

. ving him new roots of Christianity and patriotism,

(1

various descriptive writings, especizlly his books Andanzas y

. - ’ . s 4
visiones espanolas, De Fuerteventurs a Paris, De mi pais,  For
)

tierras de Portugal y de Espaha, and Romancero del destierro,

he showed that the study of nature could teach him more than
the study of books®--that to understand the psychology of a peo-

rle one must know the land which produces it.7 Fe summarized

1Cervantes, op. c¢ite, Pe 273 Unamuno, Vida de don Quijote,

r. 19,

RCervantes, op. cit., chaps., xxiii-xxix,

3Una.muno, De Fuerteventura, pp. 117-118; Por tierras, pp.
285-2964 passim,

4Madrid: Iibreria de Fernando fe, 1903,

5There are also many essays devoted to nature and many
brief descriptions included in other works.,

6'U1rxa,mu.n0, Por tierras, p. 289,
7

Ibide, pPe 97.
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the influence of nature in the following selection:

0lvidase del curso fatal de las hores, ¥, €n un in-
stente que no pasa, eterno, inmdvil, siente en la con-
tebplaci6n del inmenso panorama la hondura del rmundo, la
continuidad, la unidad, la re31gnac1on de sus miembros,
N oye la cancidn 31len01osa del alma de las cosas desas
rrollarse en el armdhico espacio y el melddico tlempc.l

Unamuno admitted several times in the history of his

exile (pg_Fuerteventura a Parfs) that he did not fully appre-

ciate the bteauty and majesty of Spain until he was absent from
the familiar scenes, It wes then that his patriotism reached a
peak equivalent to that of Don Quixote.2 His farewell to Spain
was a prayer, for he associated Spain always with the Deity,

Adlos, mi Dios, el de mi Ispafa,

Adids, mi Espafa, la de mi Dios.5

This patriotism, btoth sentimental and intellectual,4 was
intense because it sprang from an intense soul, Neither Unamuno
nor Don Quixote could respond quietly and calmly--the emotion of
each wes a driving forde not to be ignored by contemporaries.,
Pecause of his patriotism, Don Quixote became the symbol of chiv-

alry and the embodiment of the nobleza in Spain.5 Because of his

lUnamuno, Paz en la guerra, p. 326,

QCervantes, op. cit., pp. 434-437, passim; Unamuno, Vida
de don Quijote, pp. 18-19, passim.

3Unamuno, Romancero, . 25; cf, pp. 29,30; De Fuerte-
ventura, pp. 9, 53, 71-79,

4Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol, VI, p. 135,

5Starkie, "Personalities," loc, cit., p. 56,
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patriotism, Unamuno became the living symbol of espaﬁblidad,l
2

traditional Spain, Such staunch devotion to one's country would
necessarily have its effect upon the history and development of
the people, and it was the chief desire of Unamuno, as much as of
Don Quixote, to influence, even to command, the people.s‘ He
preached "a todos los vientos la necesidad de una vigorizaci6h
6tica vy religiosa que levantase y regenerase el alma de los espa-
foles,.nd

It was perhaps this struggle to awaken his fellow Span-
iards which caused Unamuno to be attracted to Don Quixote, the simi-
lar warrior of another age, Both men had the same mission: "Por
amor hacia mi prdjimo trato de hacerlo a mi imagen y semejanza;
por amor a mf, trata mi prdjimo de hacerme a su imagen y seme-
janza."5 Yot only should the individual, according to Unamuno,
impose hié spirit on his neighbor, but each section of the coun-
try should attempt to bring the other sections to a better
understanding, even to an adoption, of its manner of thinking.
Only by this will Spain progress and become known for its Span-

6

ish characteristics™ rather than for those Castillian peculi-

arities which are now regarded by the world in general as Span-

lgel rfo, op. cit., p. 12.

23tarkie, "Modern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 88,
3Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VI, p. 19.

4Salaverrfa, op. cite, p. 81,

5Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VI, Dp. 156,

6;§1g., D, 143,
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ish,t

Don Quixote had much the same idea, for did he not try
to persuade Sancho Panza to take up the manner of the days of
chivelry,2 and did he not attempt to convince others whom he met
of the justness of his mission?5

In his attempt to mould his neighbors in his own image,
and his country in his own ideals, Unamuno encountered some op-
position, In favor =2s he was of the changes upon which progress
depends,4 he actively combatted by speeches and in writing the
power of the king who, being Austrian rather than Spanish, of-
fended the patriotic sense of fitness of Unamuno.5

Ve weas an ardent republican in the days of a monarchy,

just as Don Quixote was a republican and a caballero andante in

he days of feudal government and of sordid realism, Unamuno

wished to destroy in order to build anew, for dezth is necessary

-2

for progress, and social reorganization must precede new ideas,

e preached civil war in 1905,8 in 1930,9 and in 1956,10 nor was

/

11vid., p. 139,

?Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 56-58,

5;31@., Pp. 77-82.

4Unamuno, BEnsayos, Vol, VI, pp. 171-172,
S¥ew Vork Times, May 24, 1930, Pt. V, p. 43 July 13, 1930,
S1bid., 1=y 2, 1930, p. 20, col. 6.

7Unamuno, op. cit., Do 174,

8!27_,5-_@_" p. 131.
°Yew York Times, 1929-1930,

101hia,, 1935-1037.
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he entirely silent in the time intervening.l At other times he

do

wes depressed by the state of Spain and tried more peaceably to
effect a change., Vis poetry was inspired by the sadness of Spain
and by the shadows on her development, He was pessimistic in
these poems because he felt that all his attempts to regénerate
e : 2
Spain had failed.
Unamuno identified his love of Spain with his admiration
of Don Quixote, who died sane with disappointment:
Tu evangelio, mi sefior don Quijote,
8l p@pho de tu puenlo cual venabhlo
lance, y el muy bellaco en el establo
sigue lamiendo el mango de su azote,
<. <]
Y pues que en el no hay de tu seso un brote,
me vuelvo a los gentiles y les hablo
tus hazaflas, haciendo de San Pablo
de tu fe, ya que asi me toca en lote,
Ve de salvar el alma de mi Tispaha,
empenada en hundirse en el ahismo
con su barca, pues toma por cucana
lo que es ﬁcste, y llevando tu bautismo
de burl Le.3 de pasidn a gente extrana
fochre universal el qui] otlsmo.3
There was for him nc happiness excert in that of his country, for
51l his hopes were interlaced with his hopes for her development,

This singleness of thought and of purpose which is the

basic characteristic of the icdezlism of quixotism evidently was

lpalseiro, loc. cit., pp. 650-653,

2Unemuno, Romancero, pr. 5-6, 11-13, 26, 99-100, 101-103,
105-106, etc.; De Puerteventure, pr. 29, 80, 141-142, etc,; Del
@nflmlénto tréd2ico, De 310

3Unamuno, De Tuerteventurza, pp. 46-41,
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tyricel of Unarmuno from a very early age, for the formetion of
his civil conscience is said to date from the bombardment of Ril-
bao by the Carlists in 1874 when he was but ten years of age.

™is philosopher wrote of his birth as follows: "Aungue
no me acuerdo de haher nacido, s€, sin embargo, por tradicién y
documentos fehacientes que neci en Bilbao, el 29 de Setiembre de
1864."2 Iike Don Quixote, he hed @ very dbrief ch.ildhood_,3 dur-
ing which there were many influences which showed in his works:
the death of his father in 1870% leaving him from early childhood
to the sole care of his mother, which may he the reason for the
predominance of maternal importance in the novels{ the over-hescr-
ing of a conversation in "un idioma para mi misterioso" (French)
which awakened his first knowledge of and interest in the mystery
of 1anguage;5 the attendance of school during his early years in
"un antiguo caseréh,"G which may have first imbued the medieval
spirit in his intelligence; early fights with his companions
which were prophetic of his later political career;vthe bomhard-

ment of Tilbhao by the Carlists, during which he and his compan-
g

ions vicked up bombs, still smoking, to throw at abandoned storesy

ldel Rio, op. cit., po 12,

QUnamuno, Recuerdos, DP. le

[$)]

fonzalez-Ruano, ope. cit., p. 37.

=

Unarmuno, Recuerdos, Pe le

Slhii'r Pe 2o

6Ivid., p. 5.

7Unamuno, Recuerdos, P. 10,

®romera-raverro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 7.
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which may have led to his later disrespect for law; the early in-

1

struction of priests and other church peoprle,” which probably

caused the development of his attitude toward religion; the abnor-
mel amount of reading during his scademic yearsz which gave him
his sppreciation of the literature of his and other countries and
gave him also his first scquaintance with Don Quixote; the bril-

3

liance of his school career® which inspired him to become a pro-

fessory; and his vacations in the country where he learned to ap-
preciaste nature.4
Vention has already been made of his political career and
of its effect upon his profession as a member of.the faculty of
Salamanca.5 In 1891, he gained the chair of Greek Ianguage and
Iiterature in the University,6 and in 1901 he was made rector,'7 2
rosition he held intermittehtly (wvhen he was in fevor of the gov-
ernment in power) until just before his death in 1936.8 He did

not devote himself solely to teaching Greek in the University,

for his politiecal propaganda was most enthusiastically received

lynamuno, op. e¢it., pp. 21, 31, 46,

e

2Gonzdlez-Ruano, op. cit., p. 24.
3Unamuno, ope. cit., pp. 33, 46,
41via., pp. 38-39.

5Ante., . 26, note 2,

V4 "
6del Rio, loc. cit., P. 22,

anopmn o

r7"])0n Miguel de Unamuno," loc. cit., p. 537,

8A—11_t_§'9 p. 26, note ?.
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by the students.l
Unamuno's personal publicity as a republican socialist
eclipses his ‘hooks,2 and most Spaniards know him best for his

3 A1l his political cereer wes quixotic,

political activities,
fighting for idezls against great opposition; and his pfivate
life was quixotic, in his devotion and faithfulness to Concha,
his Wife,4 and in his attempts to assure himself of immortality
through his influence, his books, and his children.5
However, he will be rememhered by future students most

or his literary work, In his writings, quixotism develops from
the mere reference to Don Quixote in De mi 2§£§ (written at the
age of twenty-one, but not published until 1903) to the rich

”

» . . o . A .
quixotism of Vide de don Quijote y Sancho segun liguel de Cer-

ventes Ssevedra (1905) and of Del sentimiento trdgico de la vida

en los hombres y en los pueblos (1913), In Abel Sinchez (1917),6

. - P . & . .
in Is tia Tula (1921), and ITa agonfa del cristisnismo (first pub-

lished in FTrench in 1925, and in Spanish in 1931), Unamuno resched

the vesk of exaggerated cuixotism, possibly because of his politi-

1
Alcald-Galiano, op. cit

ey Pe 2503 "Spanish Struggle for
& Republie," loc, cit., p. 163 TNelse

iro, Joc. cit., p. 656,
®Alealé-faliano, op. cit., p. 251,

3gh;g., P. 248,

4Gonzélez-9uano, op. cit., p. 37,

5Alcalézﬁaliano, op. cit., p. 252,

- . . . s .
6Avel Sdnchez: Una historia de pasidn (1'2drid: TRena-

cimiento, 19177,

Qs
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cal disquietude of that period. 1In his last novel, so far as

3 . 7 . . .
the investigator knows, San Manuel Bueno, mértir, y tres historias

7 .. . . R . -
mes, nis quixotism had heen tempered with pezce and his last works
showed that he, like Don 2uixote, was becoming sane., This does

not mean that the novel is not quixotic--it is one of the finest

-

exarp

(L
)
O

f auixotism, revealing the growth of faith of the author:

TTay un tono de seriedad que hace pensar que el alma
de Unamuno va llegando, sin perder ninguna de las cuali-
dades de su gren temperamento, a adquirir el reposo, la
paz, la claridad de saher absoluto que late come anhelo
siemrre vivo en el fondo de toda su obra hecha esencial-
mente de combate,

Don Quixote found peace, though through disillusion, in

his last days and set the example for quixotism in his calm ac-

ceptance of death, Unaruno, however, took new strength from San-

o
1936, from a blood clot on the brain,” Tven in his lest months,
there were contradictions, changing of support in the Revolution,

fighting for what he thought wes the good of his people. Ie died

o)

& Don Quixote, not zn Alonso Ruijano,

7 . - .
"Siempre que hacia falta poner ejemplo de vardn sabio y

.

elemplar, de puridad y aislamiento, de quijotesca indipendencia,
en suma, yo citsha a don ¥iguel de Unamunc,"® Such is the view-

(=]

Point of a student of Spanish litersture snd culture., Fut even

1 .
“del »{o, log.cit., pp. 17-18,

]
“"Dec, 31," Wilson Fulletin, XI (1937), p. 358.

3 . .
Gonzélez-Ruano, op. cit., p. 17.
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the vulgo, the common people, considered Unamuno 2s a "sabio-
desequilibrado como su modelo, don Quijote, por exceso de lectu-

ras."l

lAlC&lé‘G’&lianO, 22. g_é-_.t_o, Pe 250,



CHAPTER III

QUIXOTIC IDEAS SHOTN IN UNAMUNQO'S LIFE AI'D WORKS

Tike Don Quixote, Miguel de Unsmuno was more interested
. o . I 1 .
in the spirit of a man than in his ideas,” for he helieved pro-

gress is of men rather than of ideas or sentiments.2

He believed
man is consistent, with some smell variations; but ideas change
according to the man using and prossessing them,5 and an idea be-
comes the property of the man who develops it, nH1 que calienta
las ideas en el foco de su corazdén es quien de veras se las hace
propias; 2l1li, en ese sagrado fog6h, las quema y consume, COmMo
combustible tné Therefore, he fought not for the-ideas, but for
the spirit;5 eand being a Spaniard,6 he followed the person of Don
Qixote rather than his ideas.,

However, many of the ideas of the caballero andante of

the seventeenth century and those of "nuestro caballero andante"7

coincide in material as well as in vehemence of belief and ex-
rression, Unamuno too would fight against thieves and liars and

fools,8\fearing nothing that man could give, not even ridicule.9

1Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol., II, pp. 208, 218; Vol., IV, pp. 109-
1123 Vvol, VI, pp. 34-35; Vol. VII, pp. 57, 91,

®Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 99.

3Ibid., Vol. IV, pp. 99-100,

4Ibid., Vol. IT, p. 204.

5Romera~vavarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 79,
SUnamuno, Insayos, Vol. IV, p. 89,

7Qomera-ﬁavarro, op. c¢it., p. 15,
8 . -
Unamuno, Vida de don Ruijote, p. 7.

9 . H
4, 10 Romera-Yavarro, ope. ¢it., ». 153 Unamuno, op. cit., pp.
[>Xn]
h “ 9 //4

50
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Fe became, in his life &s well 2s in his works, a quixotic soul
inspired by the love of truth and sincerity, by the desire for
immortality, and by the mystery of our personal destiny.1 Those
who find these ideas different from the accepted ones must remem-
ber that the ideas fit themselves to the mind in which they cone
to live, Those who consider either Don Guixote or Unamuno as in-
sane should think of Sancho's judgment of Don Quixote as not
"loco, sino atrevido."

The consideration which his neighbor has for him shiould
he of interest to every person, and neither Unarwuno nor Don Quix-
ote ignored the opinion of his fellow-men. Certainly the two were
not particularly influenced by what the world thought, but they
ettempted to convince the world of their manner of thinking.s The
relation of man to his neighhor was an interesting and an impor-
tant study for hoth Unamuno and Don Quixote., Unamuno's periocdicel
writings4 (258 well 2s others of his works) were free from any
party politics for many years, designed rather to point out the
evils and abuses under which individuals and the nation were suf-

.5 . N
fering” even as Don Quixote's mission was to relieve the oppressed,

l“omera-Nﬁvarro, op. citey ppe. 204-205,

Cervantes, op. cit., p. 496; cf. Tenerdete, loc. cit.,

(@)}
S
>

P

3

Anteo 3 pp. 4?'43.
4‘%nv of these works are not aveilable, Certein unedited
WOTk%s many articles published 2t various tlmes during Unamuno's
long career, and his letters have not been collected and given to
the puhliec, (ontesinos, loc. gitey Do 12.)

Romers-Navarro, op. cit., p. 2.
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punish the evil, and bring fame to himself for his great deeds,
En efeto [efecto], rematado ya su juicio, vino a dar en
/ o~ o 3 / ° 3
el més extrano pensamiento que Jjamas dio [(diod loco en el
mundo, y fue (fue] que le parecid convenible y necesario, as{
rare el zurento de su honra como para €l servicio de su
republica, hacerse caballero andante, y irse por todo el mundo
con sus armas y caballo a gpsca;,las aventuras y a ejercitarse
en todo aquello que el habia leido que los caballeros andantes
se ejercitaban, deshaciendo todo género de agravio, y po-
niéndose en ocasiones_y peligros donde, acabsndolos, cobrase
eterno nombre y fama,
In his later works, however, Unamuno took sides and wrote for the
cause which he a2t the moment thought to be the true one.2
Unamuno frequently talked and wrote of his country. Some-
times he showed his love for the physical beauty and enchantment
of its scenes,3 while at other times he was primarily interested
in the spiritual, social, and political condition of his nation.4
Like other Spaniards, he often depreciated Spain,5 but
he showed a great faith in the virtues of his race and an intel-

. i 6
ligent love for his native land. Speaking of the spirit of

7
despondency in the literature, youth, and thought of Spain, he

1Cervantes, op. cit., pP. 23,
2
New York Times, January 3, 1937, p. 33, col. 1.

“Ante., pp. 41-44,

B .
Romera-Navarro, op. cit., ps 292; cf, Unamuno, Andanzas,
P. 933 De Fuerteventura, p., 143,

6 g
Unamuno, Niebla, p. 2863 Andanzas, p. 933 Ensayos, Vol,

VII, p. 213 Por tisrras, ; De Tuerte
: Zor tierras, p. 1933 De Fuerteventurs . 80, 119
1435 RomanceTo, pp. 5, 26, 33, 130, » PP. 80, ,

7Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol, VII, pp., 170-172,



53
would inspire the Spaniards to have more confidence in themselves
snd to progress, Thus, he, like Don Quixote, was interested in

regenerstion,

"jVerdaderamente se ruere y verdaderamente estd{ cuerdo
Alonso 7uijano el Pueno!" salid exclamando el cura cuando
don Quijote hizo su filtima confesidn de culpas y de locurss,
Ts lo aue dehemos aspirar a que de nosotros se diga., Ts
que tiene acaso que morir Tspana, para volver en su juicio?,
exclemard alguien, Tiene, si, oue morir don Juijote para
renacer a nueva vida en el sosegado hidalgo que cuide de su
luger, de su propie hacienda, Y si se me arguye que el mis-
mo hidalgo Alonso murio en cuento volvid a su juicio, dir€
que creo firmemente que el fin de las nzciones en cuanto
tales estd mds prdéximo de lo que pudiers creerse--gue no en
vano el socialismo trabeja--y que conviene se prepare cada
ogal de ellas & aporter al comin acervo de los pueblos lo
més puro, es decir, lo mé&s cristiano de cada una, De la
perfecta eristianizacidn de nuestro pueblo es de lo que se

trate,
Using throughout his writings the characters of Segis-
4 . . .
mundo™ 2nd Don Quixote, Unamuno attempted to awaken Spain from

its unproductive dream of life by the inspirestion of his own and

1n

Romera-Yavarro, op. cit., pp. 301, 306,
2Unamuno, Insayos, Vol. II, pp. 76-77,

) SUnamuno in & letter to Ganivet in their joint work, El
g%rvenlr de Tspsfia, pp. 38-39, These letters, first published in
¥3 gefepsor de Granade in 1897, and published 2s = collection in
L-l»? discussed war, the conquest of Africa, socialism, political
PETFleﬂ, educ=tion, religion, and economic problems, and were
designed to stir ur the Spanish people to the evils under which
?@ey vere suffering and to some possible remedies, Unamuno's
1dess doubtless changed during the time; hut the letters sre still

ﬁfizinent 8o the situstion, sccording to the prologue by the edi-

4 . —~
1a T The protagonist of Iz vide es suefio, by Pecdro Calderdn de
%ﬁc:ch?' Seglsmupdo was kept away from the ordinary world for
2UCh a long time that he came to believe his isolsted existence to

b : P : . )
dip:eal 1life and nis experiences in his father's court to be mere
reams, .



heroe's cuixotic fervor. Spein, like Segisrundo, had lived

so long in unreality that it did not know what was reality and

C

+hat was the dream, In his letters to nsnivet concerning the lat-

terts Yook Tdearium, Unamuno said:

Sf, como usted dice rmy bien, Tspafu, como Segismundo,
rué€ srroneada de su caverna y lenzada al foco de la vida
3

eurores, ¥y ”ﬂﬂ"*ué% de muchos y extrsordinsrios sucesos, que
perecen mgs fant fsticos que resles, volveros a la razdn en
nuestrs sntigua caverns en la que nos hallamos al presente
encadenzdos por nuestre miseria y nuestra ro%r@”ﬁ, y pre-

o

guntemos si tods ess historia fué reclidsd o ’ue, suefio" [ital-
iece not in the originall, Suefio, suefo y Ladﬂ mas que sueno

hz gido mucho de €S0eeee

o estf mal que soflemos, pero scords “ndonos, como Segis-
mundo, de que VP“OP de despertar de este gusto al mejor
ar bien,

tiempo, afCHQE“OWOS a obr

"pues no se plérde
el hezcer bien ni aun en suenos "

Fay otro hermoso simbolo de nuestra FTspana, moribunda
segin Salisbury, y es aquel honrzdo hidalgo manchego Alonso
Nuijsno, gue merecid el sobrenowhre de Pueno, y que al morir
se preparo a nueve vide renunciando a sus Locurus y a la
venidad de sus hazafiosas empreses, volviendo zsf su muerte
en su provecho lo que hahfz sido en su dafio,

Thus Unamino, like Don Quixote, set out to fight for the
regenerstion of his pecrle, using symbols which they understood
to make them realize the situation of Spain a2t the moment. Te

-

fought for the liberstion of Spain from "esa historis de la

@

(o)
muerte " Don Quixote had armed himself es & caballero andente

and fought with his sword or with his orstory on any occasion of-

3 - Lr 4
fered in the psth Rocinante chose;® Unaruno was a professor of

1, : - :
Unsermino =nd Canivet, T1 porvenir de Tspefie,

k@]
®
n)
Ie'e)
i
O

T = - : %
Tn ‘muno, Insavos, Vol. II, p. 178,

3 )
Cerventes, 9P. Cite, Do 7.

-
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nreek who fought with his pen or his oratory on any occasion of-

ed by his vest acquaintance and oontacts.l Poth apprealed to

<
D

-
1~

o
g

-

v to swaken interest in the future, and to former greatness

n
—+
S

Wi

4

to satirize the dyfng rresent.

Don Juixote wanted to return to the age of chivairy, and
he hegan the retrogression himself, Unamuno wanted a regeneration
and he tegan by presching the social reorgenization which must
come, even though it be a return to & former level.g In this he
disagreed with Ganivet: the latter said that a change of ideas
must precede social reorganization; but Unamuno wrote:

eeeesya no conformo con usted en este su idealismo. Yo
creo en esa fuerza de las ideas, que antes me parecen re-

sultentes gue causas, Siempre he creido que el suponer que
. - - 7 .
una idea sea causa de una transformacidn social, es como

1Fe was sentenced to sixteen years of imprisonment for

1Ese-majesté because of two articles against Alfonso XIII and was
later pardoned but not pacified, We made open speeches ageinst
the king using "piercing satire and spirited tenderness," and went
from‘city to city "sowing restlessness" Before his exile in 1924,
In h}s exile he continued to pour forth invedtives against the
Spanlsh_royalty and to plead with the people for revolt. The en-
tlre'second part of his Romencero del destierro is composed of his
angu1sh‘for the state of Spain or of his attacks upon those whom
Ee considered responsible, After his enthusiastic reception on
‘ebrusry 9, 1930, when he returned to Spain, he made lectures at
the Ateneo de Madrid on ey 2 and at the Teztro Turopa on Yay 4,
both lectures being preceded by street fighting between the people
and the police, These and his other many addresses were documents
ageinst Alfonso and his family--"inspiring, agonizing, quixotiz-
ing," (Palseiro, loc. cit., Dpe 648-656,) Yor were his activities
confined %o scheduled addresses for he was a regular attendant at
t?e tertulia in the cafés and at the Casino in Salamenca where he
g;lfgipand enswered questions about politics and other questions

' interest, (Conzédlez-Ruano, op. cit., p. 28).

2
Unamuno, ﬁnsavgi, Vol, VI, p. 174,
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suponer que le
presidn atmosf
Jo aue cambiz las 1oeas, que no son mds que la flor
de los estados del espiritu, es la orgenizacidn social,
v ésta cambia por virtud propia, obedeciendo & leye
econdmicas que ls rigen, ror un dinamismo riguroso.

indicaciones del bsrdmetro modifican la
ri

C\- L

S
-
er

Wis belief that social reorganization must come before the growth

of ideas probably was the hesis for his enthusiasm for the

~
D

various revolutions--he wsnted a change,
2
Spain needed new life, new men, and new idess to over-
come the Spain of todey toward which Unamuno took a rather pessi-

mistic viewpoint.3 He said Spain did not reacd Don.Zuijiote enough,

nor did it understand what it rend.,? e said it did not teke the
|
prorer aggressive attitude:“ Spanish culture was too crystallized,
too superficial and impersonal,7 too traditional.g
Y lo que eleva, enohlece, fortifica y espiritusliza a
los pueblos no es conservar supersticiosamente les viejas

tradiciones, sino el forJarsalrs nuevszs, con los materiales
de las antiguas o con otros cualquiera,

lUnemuno.end Ganivet, op. cit., pp. 111-117,
2Unamuno, Tnsayos, Vol, III, p. 75; Vol., IV, pr. 61-62,
Sthid., Vol. V, pp. 144, 203; Vol, VII, p. °°.

4Un°wnno, Tnsavos, Vol, V, p. 2043 "Sobhre ls lectura e
interpretzcidn del fuijote," Ensayos, Vol, V, pp. 201-230,

5

Ihid,, Vol, VII, p. 123 Del sentimiento trééico, DP. 298,

)
4

6Unamuno, Tnsayos, Vol. IIT, p. 5

7Ivia., Tol. IIT, D. 53.

€1vid,, Vol. TII, p. 56.

°Tnia., Vol. VIT, pp. 33-34,
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Spzin needed the will to change, for progress cannot be made

without change, and change cannot be made without will.l

Una=-
muno preached revolt against the established order just as Don
Quixote fought against accepted customs,

Unamuno agreed with others that Spain wss born too late
in political ideas, 2nd thet she abandoned them even later.-~
Therefore Spain has never adjusted herself to the political con-
dition of ,"Burope.‘?3 Unamuno asked himself if his own spirit was
Buropean or modern, and his conscience answered that it was
neither, According to the popular conception of.EBuropean and
modern times, he could not he so-called, hecause he was Spanish,
and typically Spanish, by neture, as he showed in the following

selection:

Vuelvo a mi mismo al cabo de los anos, despuéé de haber
reregrinado por diversos campos de la moderna cultura
europea, y me pregunto a solas con mi conciencia, ¢ soy
euroneo? dSoy moderno? y mi conciencia me responde: Yo,
no eres moderno, eso que se llama ser moderno. Y vuelvo &
preguntarme: y eso de no sentirte ni europeo ni moderno,
darrsnce acaso de ser tu espafol?eeee

Ante todo, y por lo que Ja mi hace, debo confesar que
cuento mas en ello medito mfs descubro la fntima renu@nancia
gue mi eqnfrltv 31ente hacia todo lo que basa por principios
ﬂ:recforeq del eqplrltn europeo, moderno, hecia lo or+odox“ﬂ
cient{fica de hov, hacia sus PPtOﬁOQ, hecisa sus tendencia

B
e felt opposed to the spirit called the lodern Turopean bhecause

lrvid., Vol. VI, pp. 171-172,

°Trid., Vol. IV, p. 54,

3Unamuno, Tnsayos, Vol, VIT, p. 167,

41vid., p. 161-162,

SIhid., p. 162,
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he was more interested in Sranish culture, He felt the spirit

freco, Velazquez, and Cervantes,l and it seemed as

™9

of Gova,

Jogical to him that Turope should become Spanish in spirit as that

Sprain should take on those cheracteristics tvpical of the.other

)
countries of modern Turore,” ITIike Don Quixote, he FTelt a great

- . 3 . .
lovalty to Spain and to Spenish culture, As Ton Tuixote lived

-

trelve yesrs for his Duleinea, so Unarmuno was "constentl

. : 4 S .
rehalf of Spain for over thirty yeors.,” Trom the age of thirty

r

t in

L5
AY
)
D
H

or thirty- fived until his death st the =ge of seventy-two, Unamuno
rreached for Spsnish culture,”

Jike Don Quixote, he was interested in the youth of his
country, those who were to carry on the standards and the culture
of his Spe.:ln..7 Since upon them depended the growth and the devel-

8

oprment of their surroundings and culture,® he believed in intel-

lectual regeneration for them.9 Iike Don Quixote, &also, he be-

lmrid., p. 170,

n [a)

“Ihid., pp. 186-187,

3Cf. Discussion of pastriotism in Chap. IT,.
y D. 648,

Palseiro, loc. cit

5Penardeté, loc, eit.s Ds P8,

s

& . : " .
“One of the strong obhjections that Unamuno had to Alfonso

XITT vas thet he was under the control of his Austrian mother and

thet Spsin had no native dynesty. (Vew Vork Times, July 13, 1930,

Ft, Y, Pe 7.) Tt vas reported thset his change from the support of

the insurgents to that of the government was due to his dislike of

the “ermsn troups in Spein, TFe said they acted as if they owned

the country. (Few Vork Times, Jan, 3, 1937, p. 33, col. 2.)
7Un9nuno, Tnssyvos, Vol. V, pp. 11-14,

e ,
Tw‘lf,., fOl. III, pro 35’("(':.

91rid., p. 48,
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lieved in education,™ which he thought should be the "cultura del

7 s )
espiritu,"

DEOD

jel
e

ing from the interchange of ideas,

the provincisl people lacked interest in the political and social

59

e fought for freedom of discussion for the young
le so that they might have the spiritual regenerstion result-

It grieved him that many of

problems of their country, and he tried to stir up an interest

through his many writings on the subject of education,

— i —
ensenanza superior en Tspana,

Unamunio wrote one hook devoted to the subject, De la

4

cluded in the seven volumes of his Inssyos published by the Resi-
. . - ® — Ve oxass

dencia de Tstudizntes: e, g., "Io ensenanza del latin en Tspafa,"

NTo 3 5 hi S | LS e |

Te. juventud intelectunal espanola,

lished in Tnglish,

.y . . . 7
"las ridiculeces a que lleva la ciencia mal entendida y la mania

nb

B O] .
Pedaegdgica sacade de su justo punto";9

. L
and "JTa educacion,"

7

and there are several essays in=-

one

"Tational and Clerical Tducation in S‘pain,"8 has been pub-
In various of his other works, he illustrated

. ] /
eories of education: the novel, Amor y pedagogia, attacks

the descriptive works,

5

ICervantes, op. cit., p. 642,

2! .
“Unemuno, op. cit., Vol. II, p.

3I1rid., Vol, VI, p. 201,

4T%drid: nNevista Tueva, 199,

O

5Unamuno, Tnsayos, Vol, IT,
Stnig., Vol. TTI.
T1vid,

®Independent, August ©5, 1904,

9Unamuno, Amor y ped@gogfé, Do

11.

Unavailab

b
{D

427-420,
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. A ~ : s . .
Andenzas y visiones espanoles, De mi pais, and Por tierres de

g2

Portugal v de Tspans, discuss the state of education in the various
v mocedad, tells of his own ecducation and of his early interest
in teaching.

Tis career =zs an educator hegoan with privete lessons in

hi

n

native city of Tilbhao, After four unsuccessful att

D

mpts to

gain a chair at a university, lhie gained a chair of Greek in the

~

University of Salamenca where he spent 211 his teaching life af-

1 " : . .
ter 1891, "is career as rector or president of the University

2 . 2
of Selamancse hes alresdy been summarized, He set the exampl

for his students 2nd for those whom he would interest in educa-
tion, not heing satisfied with his leerning, even after he re-
ceived his doctorste, 7is learning vas many-sided: philology,
rhilosophy, poetryv, dram=, fiction, esssy, politics, nature,
historv,” Te summerized the procduct of his work for a hechelor's

\". ecree .

s . / Ve e $
™n resolucion dqué fruto saque de los ehos de mi
bYeehillerato? s -

Junto 2 algunes desilusiones, alteﬂﬁl qnelﬁaylb un
mindo nuevo apenas vislumbrado por mi; cve trds de aquellss
fridas ensefianzzs, despojos de ciencia, habla la ciencio
vive que las produjera; que la hermosura de reflejo que,
como la luns su lumbre, derrsmaban aun aquellas disciplinas

. L3 A ~ ol
v lecciones sobre mi mente, aunque lumbre pelida y fris,

-

lfnﬂvuno, Tnsayvos ¥ sentencias, 7, A, Teardsley
(Yer vork: “werilIen Co., 198°), Introduction, p. 3.

?Antg., r. 26, note, 2.

3fnlgeiro, loc, cit., Do 650,

¢ e s
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era reflejo de un sol vivo, de un sol vivificante, del sol

o . -~
de lz ciencia, Sali enamorsdo del saber,

o

He tried to meke his students and his resders interested
2lso in living science #2nd in the living history that is being
mede every dasy, Since tlie students of today will be the ruiers
of tomorrow in sn ever chenging vorld, Unemuno wished to prepare

.

them for the fulfillment of their duties, Tut in this also Spain

v

0N

-
C

i hackwerd, hoving little helief in public instruction (and

even leas in hygiene), The chief type of education at the time

21

of Tmamuno's essey wes religious education which he cherccterized

2)
og "detestahle," tezching only the outrard forms,” TFeczuse of

tlie lmek of educntion, the msjority of the people did not think
for themselves, but accepted with little question the instruction
given them by the rriests, Tnamuno believed that the maintenance
of the netional culture could he effected only through an effec-

7

. )
1ve system of education,

raseg of

o

™iis system of educotion would extend to all cl

4

reople, for Unamuno, like Don 7uixote,™ was very democratic,

Tiile others feared a revoluticn tearing down the aristocracy,
Unaruno thought the cheange would give Spain more audescious, more

5 4 :
estute, ond rore =live leaders, Foth Don ZJuixote #nd Unaruno

—————— .

lUn:muno, Necuerdos, P. 950,

2 . . A . .
“Unomuno, "Tetional end Clerical Tducation in Spain,®
0ce. cit.,, p. 4929,

31}18-, p. 4300

[46)

. - A E7 A7 \ e
4Cervgntes, 22. Clt., Dl 7?, 9?, lc-_.), n)(‘,, 59C, 0O

Unemuno, Tnsavos, Vol. VT, Dp. 9, 162,



telieved that a man is the son of his works, and that "no es un

LTI TN . gt o 3 e “n r/ i 1 113
torhre mes que otro si no hace mas que otro, Don Juixote

treated Sencho as & friend of equal class2 since his ideas of fam-

ily and lineage were very liberal as he explained:

eeeeroraue te hago szber, Sencho, cue hay dos meneras de
linajes en el mundo: unos que trsen y derivan su decenden-
ciz de principes y wonercas, &« quien poco a poco el tiempo
ha deshecho, y han acebudo en bunta, como rirdmides ruesta
al revesy otros tuv19ron principio de gente bajs, y van
subiendo de grado en grzdo, hista lleger & ser grandes sefio~
resy de manera, oue esta la diferencia en que unoszfueron,

que va no son, y otros son, gue ya no fUSTON.se,

And, agein,

vesslirad, amigss: a cuetro suertes de linajes (y estadme
atentas) _se pueden reducir todos los cue hay en °1 mundo,
que son éstas: unos que tuvieron principios humildes, y
se fueron extendiendo y dilatsndo hasta llegsr a una suma
grandezas; otros que tuvieron principios grandes, los fueron
conservando, y los conservan y mantienen en el ser gue
comenzaron; otros que, aunque tuvieron principios Lrandes,
aceraron en yunta, como pirdmide, hehiendo disminuido y
sniquilado su "r3n07*1o hesta parar en nonada, como lo es
12 punta de la pirfmide, que rp*“eto Lrespectol de _su hase
0 esiento no es nada; otros hay (y €stos son los W's) que
ni tuvieron principio buens, ni razonable medio, v as¥
tend»fn el fin, sin nombre, como el linaje de la gente
pleheva y ordinaria,4

Uneruno waes no less liberal in his comments:

-
v asf esy oue wi humanidad empieza en mi y debe cada
ICerVPntes, op. citey, po 1283 cf. Unamuno, Vide de don

(;',‘ IO\P Do a7,

b .
“Cervantes, op. cit., pp. 77-7€,

™
o |
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o
N
-
~
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cf. a2lso, ppr. 972, 590, 596, 638,
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uno de nosotros mis que pensar en que es descendiente de
sus zhuelos y estarcue 2 que han venido =zcaso a juntarse
antes y tan diversas aguas, en que es ascendiente de sus
nietecs y fuente de los arroyos Uy r{oa que de €1 han de

v

*rotar 21 porvenir, Iliremos més que soros padres de
nuestro porvenir que no hijos de nuestro passdo, y en todo
csso nodos en aue se recogen lﬁ fuerzas todas de lo que
fué pare irrsdier a lo que serd y en cuanto al linaje
todos nietos de reyes ﬁestronudos.

Unamuno would not yrotest if someone declared hiimself
superior, but would wait until the challenger proved his superi-
ority, for he helieved the world to be benefitted by each per-
son's trying either to prove his superiority or tc disprove his
inferiority.? e snid thet the person who commends pities the
one who oheys for hLaving to obey and the one who obheys pities

lie one who commands for hoving *to cowﬁpnd.a In this manner, he
vould show us that perhops z king is a king because he connot
helyr himself; perhaps he would prefer some otiher wrﬂPeoolon.4 It
is never the title thet is important; & men is judged sccording
to his works,

A men moy make himself immortal through his works if his
vorks deserve being remerbered by posterity, end all men have the

way or another., IMguel de Unamuno

desire to Te immortal in one
and Non Anixote of the Iencha desired immortality in every menner

rossihle, Therefore, they frequently riade themselves seem ridi-

—

. 9 5 - ® QO
lUnaFTHiQ, Tida de don Zuijote, ppr. 87=-88,

) - - Ial
“Unawuno, Tnszros, Vol. VIT, ». %0,

.....

s oo ine e
e d
2) ey o @ . -r B Tony
Thid., Tol. 7T, De 1T/
oeaanm——

4'ﬂfwuno, Por tierras, Tie 45,
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. 1 3 4y Ty 2 Swraran i dFar e Ta ey 2
culous to the multitude thet the universality a«nd permnenence of
LT oy s 2 1S ~Th v, T +1ram T m e T ( O <o¥]
their experiences might rake them immortal, Orly those wro can-

not reschi their height on the mountain tops consider either of

trese auixotic characters ridiculous.l A pe

&

H
0

son must separate
himself fror the mess to search for the sepulchre of Don Juixote

or for the reason for life, for these searches sre quixotic and,

R

o the mess, ridiculous, herefore, Unsmuno sald he iz to

- |

s 8 e - 7 "
"ponerse en ridiculo, ne sclc ente los demds, sino cnte nosotros
. 3 . ] . .
mismos,"” in order to iwmortzlize ourselves end bhecome eternal,

Tiguel de Unamuno strove to perpetuate himself upon.the earth by

4

his meny children, ™ by his writings, by his tecchings, =2nd by his

friendships, Ve hed a great feecr of deoth, net for the experience
itself hut Tor the ohlivion it precedes. Therefore, he helieved
in & Cod which wes to him the desire to perpetucte oneself in the

-

universe snd to monifest onegelf in it.

e etudied the views of

otlier writers concerning the life ofter death and used nzny of
1

his psoes and much of his time in the discussion and contempletion

(&2

of this "vivir v sobrevivir," It was lLiis constent, pessionate

. 7 . .
ecy "ioud no scebe este ensayo, qué no ccshe ninguna de ris

, e ‘
otres, qué mi vids no ncolte, Dios miol’

13tsr%ie, "Iodern Don uixote," loc. cit., p. 94,

21 T o A 3 + 5 "Moo
“Uneruno, Vicde de don U1 JOTe, Fle /yCe
1 el sentimiento tr:ico, 1. 0CF
Uneruno, Del sentimiento trogico, e D86,
4 & . .
Itid., pe. 49; Alcaléa-Galiano, op. cit., p. 252,
5EN?*uno, Bnsevos, Vol. T, De 07,
"
SR
Irid,, », 144,
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The theme of immortality is current throughout zll of

his works, appearing even in his descriptive works as the presence

1

of God in nature, In his novels, the charascters possess his own

<

"ansia de inmortalidad,"” striving through children to perpetuate

‘r,lfle-mselves.‘5 He interpreted the suffering of the monks and of

the nuns as their realizetion that their life ends with their

4

death so far as the continuation of their line is concerned.” Del

' e
sentimiento trdgico de la vide, El @risto Veléazouez, La agonia

oy —— et oo, Al

s

del cristianismo, Tl espejo de la muerte,

hermeno Juan, E1

otro, and Vida de don Quijote y Sancho are especially concerned

with the thought of death and of immortality.
Don Quixote knew thet he would be immortalized in the works
of the future authors, for he said at the beginning of his first

salida:

"dQuiéh duda sino gue en los venideros tiempos, cuando
salga a luz la verdadera historia de mis famosos hechos, que
el sabio que los escribiere no panga, cuando llegue & contar
esta mi primera salida tan de manana, desta manera?: "Apenas
habia el rubicundo Apolo tendido por la faz de la ancha y
espaciosa tierra las doradas hebras de sus hermosos cabellos,
v apenas los pequenios y pintados pajarillos con sus harpadas
las lenguas habian saludado con dulce y melifua armonia la
venida de la rosada aurora, que, dejando la blanda cama del
celoso marido, por las puertas y bzlcones del manchego hori-
zonte a los mortales se mostraba, cuando el famoso caballero
don Quijote de la Mancha, dejando las ociosas plumas, subid

1Unamuno, De Fuerteventura, pp. 117-118,
°?Alcalé-faliano, op. cit.

3Unamuno, Amor y pedagogiz, pp. 184-185; Paz en la guerra,
Pe 3133 ef, Chap, IV,

4Unamuno, Agonfé del cristianismo, p. 32.
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. d
sobre su famoso caballo Rocinsnte, y comenzo [comenzol 2z
aminar por el antiguo y conocido campo de lontiel,.,"l

Put Unamuno did not consider him immortal because of his deeds,

but because of his spirit and of his desth:

Cosas muy peregrinas conoceremos all{ respecto a la
vida y a la muerte, y alli se verd cudn profundo sentido
tiene 1l primera parte dgl epitafio oue en la sepulturs
de don Quijote puso Sanson Carrasco y que dice

"Yace aquf’sl hidalgo fuerte
gque a tanto extremo llego

de valiente, que se adv{grte,
gue la muerte no triumfo

de la su vida con la muerte,

4 PR
Y asi es, pues don Quijote es, merced a su muerte,
. . [
inmortal, la muerte es nuestra inmortelizaedora.«
. —
«eeeIntercede, pues, en favor mio, oh mi senor y
s 1A 5 .
patron, para que tu Dulcinea del Toboso, ya desencantade
merced a2 los azotes de tu Sancho, me lleve de su meno a
la inmortglidad del nombre y de lg fema, VY si es la vida
sueno, deéjame sonarle inacabable,

Unamuno wes not speaking of the immortality of the flesh,
for flesh is mortel, nor of the resurrection of the body, for he
seid:

Je inmortalidad del alme es algo espiritual, elgo

social, ¥1 que se hece un zlma, el que deja una obra,
vive en ella y con ella en los demss howbres, en la

hum@nidad4 tzanto cusnto esta viva. Ts vivir en 1lg
historia,

—— i oo

1Cervantes, ope cit., pp. 26-27,

®Unemuno, Vide de don Quijote, p. 323.

STbid., p. 3°4.

4Unamuno, Ia agonf% del cristiznismo, ppr. 47-48,
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In his essay,

"%1 hambre de inmortalidad,"l he gsve his

The following quotations summarize his thoughts:

.eeslntenta, lector, imaginarte en plena vela cual sez el
estado de tu alme en el profundo sueflo; trata de llenar tu

cong;enc1
veras,

prenderlo.

OSer&_ser,31empre, ser sin término!
de ser mas! [IMambre de Dios!
eterno! IQer ﬂlempre' /Ser Dios

con la represents 01on de la
Causa congojosisimo vertlgo el empefiarse en com-
No poderos conceblrnoq como no existiendo.?

no con01enc1u, y lo

[Sed de ser, sed

lSed de amor eternizante y

veee8381l0 los débiles se r851gnan a lz muerte final, y

sustituyen con otro el anhelo de inmortalidad
el ansia de perpetuidad sobrepqu e la duda de
se vierte al mgs 2114 de la

los fuertes,
lograrla, y su rebose de vida
muerte,

Ante este terrible misterio de la mortslidad,
esfinge, el hombre adopta distintas actitudes y

15

cara de la
busca por verios mocdos consolarse

gse le ocurre tomarlo a Jjuego, ¥

se dice

rersonal. En

care a

de haber n901do. Y ya

con an%n, que este

universo es un espectaculo que Dios se da a si mismo, y que

debemos servir las 1ntenc10nes del gran Corege,

contribu-

-~
vendo a hacer el espectdculo lo més brillante y ¢o mas

variado posible. Y han hecho del
remedio pare el mal metaflsico, N
del zrte por el arte.?

Y no les bastaeeese

Cuando las dudas nos 1nv°den
mortalidad del alma, cobra brio y
de perpetuar el nombre y la famsa,
inmortalided siquiers, VY
singularizerse, por sobrevivir de
de los otros y los venideros, esa

tle oque la lucha por la vida, y
carédcter a esta muestra sociedad,
el alms inmortal se desvanece,

'
de agul

arte una religidn y un
han inventado la monserga

y nublan la fe en la in-
doloroso empuje el ansia
de alcanzar una sombra de
esa tremendo lucha por
algin modo en la memoris
lucha mil veces mas terri-
gue da tono, color y

en que la fe medievel en

lynamuno s Del

x ~ .
sentimiento tragico,

pp. 41-59,

?lh£§°! Ppe. 41-42,
5;g1g., p. 43.
4_1_‘p__i__c’;., p. 54.
SIbid., p. 55.
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Tse sed de vida eterna apéganla muchos, los sencillos
sobre todo, en la fuente de la fe religiosa; pero no &
todos es dado beber de ella, Ia institucidn cuyo fin
primordial es proteger esa fe en la inmortalidad personal
del alma es el catolicismoj pero el catolicismo ha querido
recionalizar esaz fe haciendo de la religion teologig, que*
riendo dar ror base a la cree&cia vitel vna filosofia y unsa
filosofia de siglo Xiiieeess -

Sometimes his preoccupation with the theme of the sfter-
life led Unamuno to make death seem & gate to a more enriched

life than thet experienced on the earth. "Suela decirme a mi mis-

: 2 R
no oque el morir es un desnacer, y el nscer un desmorir."~ With

-,

Czlderdn, he believed thet "Is vida es sueﬁb,"‘5 end. that death is
the awakening from the dream of life into thie fulfillment of the

dream,

"Cada vez aue considero

sue me tengo de morir,

tiendo la capa en el suelo

y no me harto de dormir,"
Pero no dormir, no, sino sofzr; sofier la vida, ya que
le. vida es sueho.

e sre o dream of God and ouy life is that which God dreams for

US.5 Unamuno spoke to Christ about life:

R s

l1pid., p. 59.
? . /
Unemuno, De mi pals, P. ix.
3Unamuno, De Wuerteventura, pp. 133, 1593 Tres novelas

ejemplares, p. 20; Del sentimiento tregico, p. 2963 San Vanuel
Eueno, mértir, pp. 18, 96; Ensayos, Vol. II, pp. 163 ff,

4Unamuno, Del sentimiento trfgico, p. 296,

5Samuel P™utman, "Unamuno y el problems de l» sociedad,"
Revista Pispanica Moderna, January, 1935, p, 1503 Unamuno, Como
Se hace una novela (Ruenos Aires: G. P, Perlado, 1927), p. 74;
San I'snuel Pueno, martir, p. 18.
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dTu vida acaso fué, como lz nuestra,
suero? dDe tu 2lme fud en el alma quieta
fiel trasunto del sueho de la vida
de nuestro Padre? Df} dde cue vivimos
sino del sueno de tu vide, Fermeno?

No es la sustancia de lo que esperamos,
nuestra fe, nada £s que de tu obhra
el sueno, Cristo!

And our life will be done when the dre=zm is done, We shall have
completed our "cruz de nacimiento" when the dream forgets to
dream.?
Perhaps for some of us, the dream of life is our mystery,
for everyone has a mystery in his soul,s which is both an aid and
an impediment to him in adapting himself to life, This secret is
deeper in the men according to the amount of personality he has,

4

and according to the menner in which he hides it, If it is deep-

5 and draw

ly planted, it will produce fruits worthy of the soul,
the soul to God.6 It is this secret which mekes the dream of life
worth drecming and the war of the Quixotes worth fighting. It
is this secret which gives meaning to our existence,

As has been shown, it was the sezrch for the meaning of

life and the desire for an afterlife in time and space which

caused Unamuno to believe in the existence of & Supreme Being or

lUnpmuno, Tl Cristo, p. 30 o

. e .
2Unpmuno, Romancero, pe. 203 San lManuel RBueno, mertir, p. 96

SUnemuno, Tnssyos. Vol. VIT, p. 47.

Y1via., pp. 43, 45,

SThid., p. 44.

611—‘:.[@:.9 e 590
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- . 1 . . .
a Divine Conscience, The belief in the existence of God and of
()
the earth explein and help the understanding of our own existence,”
although neither the existence of God nor the understanding of the
earth can be really explained or defined.3 Unamuno said that peo-
4
rle no longer Yelieve in believing in God, &nd to combat this
lack of faith he illustreted the idea thzt beauty is only the re-

5 and that God is a part of each of us,6 mak-

flection of divinity,
ing ve, in part, divine,

ILike Don Quixote,7 his religious feeling did not cause
him to be an orthodox Catholic, Religious orthodox& was intoler-

able to Unamun08 because it led to ossificetion and death of the

true spirit.9 In his analysis of Christianity, La agonfé del

cristianismo, he discussed many pheses of the Christian faith:

- . e .
"Lo que voy a exponer aoul, lector, es mi agonia, mi lucha por el

1Una.muno. Vida de don Quijote, pr. 40, 279; Romera-Navarro,
Mguel de Unamuno, pp. 231, 235-240,

[»]
“Tmemuno, Insayos, Vol. V, p. 78,

SRomera-Navarro. op. cit., p. 236,

4Unsmuno, "Anarchy in Spain," translated from the Rerliner
Tegeblatt, ILiving Age, larch, 1934, p. 23, S

SUnamuno, Andanzas, p. 204; Del sentimiento trééico, PDe.
199-2003 vida de don Juijote, p. 104,

6Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, D. 96,

7Castro, op. cite, Pp. 207 ff; Cerventes, op. cit., Ft. I,
chap, xii; Pt, II, chap. lviii.

8Unamuno, op. cit., Vol. V, pp. 40, 45,

9Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 18,
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. . . - . . . -
cristianismo, lz agonis del cristianismo en mi, su nuerte y su
e 7 . . - .
resurreccion en cada momento de mi vidae 1nt1ma."l He felt no con-
e . . . .2
viction thet, being Spanish, he must necessarily be Cotholic,
for he believed in o faith without dogmas,3 and without the pomp
and ritual which make much religion rurely a conventional life,
Don Quixote said that everyone could not be & priest, "y muchos
son los caminos por donde lleva Dios =2 los suyos 21 cielo: re-
T 2 ST A e T S o - 5 $ "5
ligion es la caballeriz; caballeros santos hey en le gloria.
Unamuno criticizedthe priests on several occasions,6 such
-~ y £a1 i " > a arass ir{e
zs the followings: «eeeFOorque la cosa es clara; diria: el
. . . . 7 - PR T -
Purgatorio es una invencion de los cures pasra lucrerse con ellaj
s - . s
es el principel capitulo de ingresos pare l= Iglesia y el clero;
. ; 7 3
es su vina, su mina,.," He was opposed to the entrance of the
religious orders into political affairs.g Fe discussed the
10 -
church itself,g and the theology back of it, believing that peo-

vle were insufficiently educated in the religion they professed

2Unemuno, Insayos, Vol., VII, p. 17.
3Ibid., Vol. V, p. 192.

41vid., Vol. VIT, pp. 19, 140; Vido de don Quijote, p. 29.
5

Cerventes, 0OR. citey, Do 4473 cf. pp. 133, 585-587,
61mamuno, Enssyos, Vol., V, pp. 160 ff, °04,

7Unemuno, For tierras, D. 62,

8Une,muno, Fnsayos, Vol. IV, p. 125,
91hid., Vol. II, pp. 935 f£f.

lOIhiﬂ., Tol., V, Tp. 158 ff,

Vg
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to believe,
Unamuno would have people educated in
lieving in it so that they would be happier.

character, Don lanuel RBueno, he said:

s £ N
llaman la revolucidn soci

nsi, ya

1 hs

religion and be-
Through his quixotic

7
sé que uno de esas

cuadrillass de la que dicho que la

. . . - s
OP10eeeeO0Pl0esssOPio, 81, Demos-

[»)

o s . 3 -
uerma y que suene," Religion is necessary for

the explanation of life:

Yo necesito ¢ Dios vera concegbir 165i0ﬁmente/e1 Universo,
pornue lo que no “eﬁpxplico sin ®l1, tampoco con Tl me lo
expl ]CO. ya anos, cuando, ror culpe de esa coqgenada
filosoffa, chapotesba yo en el ateismo teorico, cayd en mis
menos c1erto libro de Carlos Vogt, en que lel un pssaje que
deci=, sobre poco mas o menos: --DlOS es _una ecuis sobre
une gran barrera situade en los Gltimos 1{mites del comnoci~-
miento humano 2. medida que l= c1enc1¢ avanzs, la bherrera se
retira--, Y recuerdo que ascrivi =1 margen estas palabras:
-=Dg la barreras "c<, to@p se explica sin El; de la barrera
aJla, ni con Bl ni sin ¥l; Dios, por lo tento, sobra--,
-=-V hoy?

-=TToy me

Tece

barberidad.3

. '
parece e€so0 que escribi una complete

The feith of his later years is best shown in his poetry,

voems of spiritusl meditations and religious spirit, In these
he presented the Christ who lived within him in various aspects

and by meens of verious symbols,

IV, r.

lUnamuno, Ensayos, Vol, III, pp. 129 ff.; Vol,
ed. V. A. RBeardsley

1053 Vol, V, p. 1823 cf. Ensayos gsentencics,
(New Vork: YecMillan Co., 1937), DDe 26-27.

7 o
2Unemuno, Szn Manuel Rueno, martir, p. 91.

3Unamuno, Bnsayos, Vol. V, pp. 47-48,

4Ante., chap, ii. '
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eeeoslE noh11181m9 vy sostenide 1nsp1r001on es El Cristo
de Jelézguez. Tn €1 ha vertldo Unamuno, toda 1la fuerte pa316h
religiose que le embargs dnimo y corazdn, su trdgico sentldo
de la vide y de los hombressy y tan fuerte como 1a pu31on y
el fervor, es el pensemiento que lo informe y %;s ideas y
emocigpes que sugiere, Hay verdzdero ipego poetico en el
corazdn de este hombre, pero son también muchas las 1inezs en
gue la 1¢ me esp 1I11Uul he quemedo los acentos indispengables
para la cadencia,

In these voems, Unsnmuno sought to impart to the people

5 .

something of his own religious fervor, even as one of his charac-

ters. Don lenuel PFueno, taught his people, Unamuno said that he

who teaches o truth without believing it *193,2 but he portrayed

Don Fanuel a@s an unbeliever tesching s the truth that which he

3

admittedly dishelieved, However, Don lanuel's szlvation lay in

the fact that he believed without realizing the fsct snd that his

works spoke more loudly for his truth than did his words.4 His

o}

must have bheen a truly great faith to creste for the preorple a be-
lief which he himself did not consciously rossess, lNothing is
impossihle for the believer,5 for fezith creates that which we do
not gee,b v vo no sé lo que es verdad y lo que es mentirs, ni
lo oue vf'y lo aue 5610 sofé--0 mejor lo que soﬁé/y 1o que sd1o

: . e
vf--, ni lo que supe ni lo que crel.%'

lVomera-Havarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 126,
?Unamuno, Tnsayos, Vol. II, p. 2359,

- .
3Unamuno, San Nsnuel Rueno, martir. »n. 110,

4Ibid., epflogo.

Stmamuno, Vide de don quijote, p. 26.

6Un9muno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, p. 221y Vol., V, pe. 24,

5 -~ 7 .
7Unamuno, Sen lznuel Fueno, mirtir, p. 112,
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Man must be his own judge of his life and of his dreaus,
for only he can know his true spirit, He must lezrn to be the
Jucdge snd the critic of himself, He becomes, zccording to Don
Ruixote and Unemuno, the son of his name because people believe
whot he says of himself to & certain extent,l for they believe he
2

knows vhat manner of men he is,

=1lso, however, the product of what others think

’:\J
=
[
O]
m

sbout hime, 7Te 1
3

D
[}

:rn to know ourselves through comparison with
others,* and we hete and love in others only those characteristics
which we ourselves possess and recognize as our own'.4 It is bet-
ter than to be tolerant of the faults of others since the sttitude
of the onlooker may change the character of the culprit., The
purity of Don Quixote's eyes made the women of the inn pure,
Unamvno appealed to each person individually6 to walk

. . . . e .
alone7 and to distinguish himself from the mass, Fe must be in-
o

dividualistiec, believing himself to be especially and personally

lUnpmuno, Tnsayos, Vol. IV, p. 147,

®?Tbid., Pp. 65-66, 175; Vol. 7, p. 1663 Vol., VI, p. 61;
Vol, VIT, p. 159.

1

> 1
anchez, p. 9.

U

3Unamuna, Abel

4Unsmuno, Ensayos, Vol. V, p. 147,

5Cervantes, 0D, citey, I'te I, chaps. ii=iiij Unamuno, Vida

de don Juijote, 1p. °4-09

So— | e e

- ¥
6Unamuno, S=2n ¥Msnuel Fueno, mertir, ». 313,

7Unemuno, Tnsayos, Vol. II, p. 194,

81nid,, Vol. ITI, pp. 17-18, 20,
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1

chosen by God, Mis individvality is his outside limitation while

. v . . . . 2] . "

his personality is the expanse of his inner bheing.< Unemuno's in-

tense incdividuelism explains his violent desire for individual im-

g 3

mortality.
Unzmuno wes very interested both in the individuslity snd

in the prersonelity of 2 man, The former is his "sufrimiento por

4 rm

- . 7
peczdos," and the latter, "el dolor como viz de redencion."” The

former is "lo que se tiene en cormin con los demé%," eand the latter,
"lo que es de uno en peculiar."5

Since both Tnemuno snd Don Juixote were more interested
in the man than in his ideas, they preferred sincerity to con-

sistency.6

Not thet either of them enjoyed the opinion of a per-
son who continueslly changed his viewpoint without epparent rea-

7 : .
son, for such a person must not have been sincere at first., A

person con be consistent in being and in spirit end yet keep his

8]

opinions growing to meet the times,

g

Continuity is true consist-

ency of spirit,

lipia., vol. IV, p. 75.

?Tvid,, Vol. II, pp. 186-188; Vol. IV, pp. 69-71; Vol,
VI, pvp., 70-71; cf. Bencrdete, loc. cit.

3Unamuno, Ensavos, Vol. IV, p. 77,
4Penardete, loc, cits, Ds 34,
SThid., p. 30.

6Unamuno, Bnsayos, Vol. II, pp. 195, 188, 213; Vol, Vii,
by. 68, 71, 73,

2 ~ X & - = -
7Ihid,., Vol. VII, pr. 6%, "8,

B1via,, Voi. V1T, pp. 60, 70, 73,700, 4,

®Iria,, vol. VII, p. 86.
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De lo cue he y cue huir es de la insinceridad y de la
mentira....y si alguien te atribuyere a g_se,’p creyere
oue no eres dueno de ti misn og riedsd de el, wporaque
tienen [tienel]ojos ¥ no ven [vn]

eeeosle concductea de todo hombre que de veras vive y 1o
es esclavo de una embrutecedors y tirdnica consecupn01¢,
es una continuacidn, ratificecidn y rectifice cion de su:
paszdo,.”

/,Pl hombre de lioy no es el de ayer ni el de mehena, y

01 como cembiss, dejs que camhie el ideal cue de tu
ropio to forjes. 86 sincero siempre,o

Only by chenging his icdecs ca

)
ja}

one advence, and both
Unamuno and Don fuixote spoke fevorsdbly of ambition,4 Only by
attempting the impossihle as did Don Quixote con ;on rle zccom-
plish deeds worthy of their talents.® It is better %o die with
Tcerus thsn never to attempt to fly,6 for he who has no desire

. . . . 7 . .
to improve himself will end by being nothing, "IV Dios no te

d€ pez y si gloria 18 since reace would lezd to complecency and
death of the spirit, and glory would le=d to the tomb of Don

Qixote =2nd to the secret of life,

he sesrch of Don Quixote was a sezrch for the truth, an

11vid., Vol. IV, p. 34,

. L . :
“Unemuno, introduction to Il porvenir de Tspane, p. 16,

3Unzwmuno, Tnsavos, Vol, II, p. 188,

v e o0 W e

cit., pp. 435, 447, A5F,

5Un?muno, “nsayvos, Vol, II, p. 184,
6Ivid., p. 189.
TTvid., Vol. IV, p. 178,

K3 / »
8Una.muno, Del sentimiento tragico, p. 320,
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ever-changing and ever-advancing idea. In the love of and the
gcearch for truth are Don Quixote and Unamuno most similar, Don
Quixote fought against windmills =nd sheep, believing them to be
his enemies, meking them his enemies, Fe called himself a caba-
llero and did the deeds worthy of one. If & man is judged by his
works, then wes Don Quixote a cebesllero end 2 warrior for the

truth, TUnzmuno explained truth, thus: "dQué’es verdad? Verdad
es lo oue se cree de todo corezdn y con tods el a2lmz, 'quué es
creer algo cde todo corezdn y con todea el 21lmae? Obrzr conforme

a ello.1"

Tech person then mekes his own truth and =zcts accordingly,
and the world considers that man crazzy who has e different truth
from the majority.? The courzge and the will necessery to dis-
tinguish truth from the accepted idea charscterized hoth Don
Quixote snd Unarmuno, Both used actual life as & test for their
viewpoints,3 for living men are more important than changing
idezs.? TUnamuno would have us look into ourselves aznd find truth

" N N R
within our own hearts znd consciences¥ and depend upon that truth

and work sccording to our conception of it,.

lynamuno, Tnsayos, Vol. VI, p. 243,

Ibido, h. EQGO

3Unemuno, Vide de don Quijote, p. 1183 Romera-Maverro,
Iiguel de Unamuno, p. °54.

4Un9muno, nsayos, Vol., I, pp. 19, 1053 Vol. II, p. 2013
Vol, 7I, p., 1683 Vol, Vil, P. 853 Vide de don Juijote, p. 91,

5Un9mnno, Del sentimiento trgéico, p. 183 Ensavos, Vol,
II, p. 2043 TTI, p., 18%; 1Iv, 983 VII, 93-94,

b
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As Pemnardete seys in his excellent study, Unaruno was @
rerson who lived in contrssts: reason opposed to fezith, life to
death, solitude to multitude, country to city, war to pezace, uni-
versality to singularity.l Tven as his master, Don Quixotez Una=-
muno had difficulty in adjusting hiimself to the truthi =s the world
sees it, and therefore, he lived in the midst of changing ideas
with a grest constancy of spirit.? Like Don Quixote then, Unamuno
wag g "man angel who reslizes the good and defends Jjustice without
thinking of his ovn convenience, without fear of the prejudices

that he may arouse hy shattering established conventions."s

Unaruno shattered conventicns in his theory of poetry4

as vell as in his life, for he estehlished his own forms of poetic

-

expression, Foetry cen he expressed in meny ways: "Con litera-
. . . 4 . .
ture no se hace ferrocsrriles, ni puertos, ni fabricas, ni agri-

. s . L
cultura, y sin poesia es cesi imposible hrcerlos,"®

Poetry is the
Pirit which crestes and advances in the world,
Iike Don Quixote, with his long harangues on the subject

of literature and 1etters,b Unewmuno was a litersry critic, Uns-

muno was not favorably impressed with the litersry discussions of

ltenurdete, loc. cit., p. 344

| Romera Ivv(rro, Tiguel de Unamuno, pp. °54-759, TFor a
sSummary of Unamuno's polificzl inconsictencies, see chap, ii.

Ao o . . ”
a“uofed from Plasco Ibanez in "Are 7e Don Quixotes or

Sancho Panzaa"? loc. cit., Do 38,

4 _— -1
“Romera-Yaverro, liguel de Unemuno, p. 152,

3]

Unamuno, Bnseyos, Vol. VIT, p., 1%4,

Scerventes, op. cit., pp. 151-153, 18¢, 407, 409, 504, 590,
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the Quijote, but his wes probably due to his desire to give Cer-
vantes as little credit as poss sitle.* Foth Uneruno =nd Don uix-
ote spoke very favorably of their own litersry efforts, and of
the manner in which future critics would regord taem.Q

Uneamuno was a prodigious rezcder asnd, therefore, he had a
vide experience in litersture, Almost all of his works contain
some reference to the classics or to csowe outstending work of
3

In Por tierras de Fortugel y de Espshe, he gave

e v e B e e

modern times.

his opinions concerning the Irortuguese literszture of contemporary

4

writers,* saying that the Spanish lack of understanding was due

to errog 'nce.ﬁ In Contrz esto y aquello, he discussed the work

of ?19ubert,6 end Si].ve,'7 Roussezu, Voltaire, Yietzsche,8 Car-

ducoi,g and various others, s to the stete of contemporary

1Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. V, pp. 222-2235; Romera-Navarro,
op. cit., p. 189,

QCervantes, op. ¢it., pp. 27, 37; Unamuno, }iebla, p. 143;
Ia agonia del cristianismo, p. 95 De Fuerteventurs, p. 10,

3Undmuno, nl hermano Juan, pp. 10-34; EL espeg de la

muerte, hp 117-118; Andanzas, pp. 26-37; Tr9~ noveles eJemf:Mreo,
Pp. 10- 1, 13-15, 23, 5%y Recuerdos, PP+ 17, 433 De Fuerteventura,
PP 54, 62-70, 107; :ﬂi;vos Vvol. II, rp. 19, 2083 Vol, VII, pP.
99-1FA, 191-9219,

.

41h1i., pp. 5-13, 15-73, °5-36, 57,
SThid., p. 17.

61&;@., pp. 21-31,

Vzhii., pP. 41-49,

f1bid., pp. 193-233,



80

literzture, he wrote:

Tn el
sino une cowrlet' carencie
litercturs de literature,
drames extrafdos de drewas,
otras l{rlcvo. ¥ lo cue heacen

M1 ser hdrhero no implics el

o P

0. in berbero puece
barbero es el que irrumpe en un cs
otres preocupsciones, con o@;os
loa tiene?--, con otra vision y
souellos que priven
T2 literzturs ha
en menos de profesional
en manos

....DIOq

-
lirice
falta

otro
en el

es de elle, ¥y
09

libre, lectores,

4
ser doctisimo y
mpo desde otro cempo,
ETGJJJCID%-—deSS

fondo de todo esto oue nos estd pase °ndo no hay
de ides leo,
estéticos y ain pursmente liter=zrios.,
novelas sacades de otrzs novelas,
cue no es sino eco de
son bdrbrros,

ser ignor

etlco sino
estén haciendo

no ya e
Tos mes

rente ni indocto,

. . =
hezte seapientisimo. Bl
con
no
vide ,

qnlen

sentimiento de 1le¢

campo por el irrumpidoeees
cafdo entre nosotros casi ror completo

les profesiones se hzcen

de los rrofeslonnles terriblemente conservedorabee..
de chocar con.nin literato,

con un venllno y estricto litercto, con un rrofeglon:} de

las letrass, con un ebanista de prossa bmrn1¢adv1 Sera una de

les mayores desgracias que pueda sobreveniros,
wps . " ‘¢ ba P
Jide de don Zuijote y Sancho is really a paresitical work,” and a
numher of his Ynsayos are literery discussions: e.g., "la re-

« 7 . . . .

generscion del teatro espafiol, nd "Sobre le erudicion y 1la crltlca%"

sobre 1la
6

"Alguncs consideraciones

and "Sobre la tumba de Costa."

Pert of Unamuno's enthusiasm for

litersturs

hiepano-americanu,"5

literature was probably

due to his love of language He reveled in Words,7 convinced of
lUnamuno, Contra esto y aquello, pp. 749-250,

pICch, op. cit., p. 214, Tor o
Unamuno corcerninJ Don Quijote,

3Unemuno, Vol., IT.

4

Tnseyos,
I‘bi d,. ] \folg T'\fI.

S1ria., Vol.
6

VIT.
Ihid.
Cj.t., Pe 96 4

7Tada iage, op.

see chap.

discussion of other writ-
ii.,
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the velue of "el juego verbal."l He frecuently hes discussions
of words, of their origin, or their relation one to snother, of

the images they call up.2

Don Quixote also wes interested in
language, in the use of the correct form of thevword,5 in the

style of the hooks of ChiVley,4 end in lenguage for lenguage's

;1

sake,¥ Don Quixote had some knovledge of l=ngusges other than

Castilli?n,s and Unemuno wes well-versed in many languzges.7

Unamuno bhelieved with Goethe that "lNo conoce ni su propisa

! / :
lengua quien so0lo elle conoce,"8

for the knowledge and comparison
of the seversl languages leads to a better unﬂersténding to the
significence of each, In this viewpoint concerning lenguage, he
brings together many of his cuixotic idees: the need for pro-
gress, the velue of free duscussion, the awakening of thought.

-

"is love for the Spenish language, & phase of his great patriotism,

lrutman, loc. cit., p. 106,

?Un?muno, “mseyos, Vol., II, pp. 183, 224 ff; Vol, III,

pp. 79-93, 95-113, 161-237; Vol. IV, pp. 39, 453 Vol, VII, up.

P0-21, 173, 2093 Recuerdos, IP. ?,/56; De Tuerteventura, ppr. 29,

47, 93 ff, 1583 Del sentimiento trégico, p. 302; San l'znuel Dueno,
-

mertir, pp. 15, 25, 247, ©54; Andenzas, pp. T°7-232; Tor tlerres,
Pp. 15, 273 Bl hermano Juen, p. 17; Amor y pedeagogia, 1p. 247-207,

b3t 0]

-

«,P‘{‘Tfr-‘ntf)‘s, Q_B. Cit.’ 1‘\’1). 95, 154, Aﬁo’ 439, 511, 569.
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S1vria., pp. °3, 756,

6IViﬁ., rr. 56, 756,

T Don iguel de Uneamuno," loc. cit., T. 537,

®meruno, Tnsayos, Vol. IT, p. 143 end Ganivet, El por-
Yenir, p, 129
e &
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is shown in the following quotation:

-~
Tengus que @pe:
de la desilusion; fue vive llanma
2

--Teresa; fue: wevedo--a2dusts riss

7
v Gongorz la pompe cue recame

los ocesosy si el zrte no le sisas
en aguaducho de oro se derrama,l

(S S

In their interest in language and literature

Cerventes--1- asonrise

as the tools

of man, in their preoccupstion with the question of man's immor-

telity, in their sincere warfare for the advancement of

countrv, and in their =zttitude toward God, the knight of the lian-
] |

che a2nd the professor of Sslamance cre alike,

lUn?mnno, De Tuerteventurs, pp. 90-51.




HAFTER IV

QUIXOTIC CHARACTTRS I UNAITUNO'S ORKS

Since he hes been charccterized 2s more gquixotic then
Cervantes, the crector of Don Quixote,l Uneruno could hardly

fail to renlize that he wes himself & quixotic cheorezctar, Since

)

he wes en egotist interested in dremetizing his unusuel gueli-

. 2 . " L. : .
ties, he would not allow the public to forget his cquixotism,

3

Tewantedtobeszpasionado,” to feel deerly, to Pe torn espart by

4

the mysteries znd recslities of life, e knew thet "no faltars
onien diga aue quijoteo metiéndome con molinos de viento, y que
soy muy duefio de escritir como se me antoje,"5 but he was proud
of his dmrings and of his lessons to a world which did not under-
stand his meening.7 Te spoke of himself 2s his own charszcter:

. -

"duien es €1 que se firms Viguel de Unamuno? Fues,...uno de
mis personajes, una de mis cristuras, uno de mis egonist::s."8
He was more an actor than an author of his books, "dicho sea

sin le menos intencidn irdhica,"g and he wes & quixotic actor,

lralseiro, loc. cit., p. 645,

°Ante., chap. ii.

3Unamuno, Vide de don Juijote, p. 10,
4891?vnrrfé, op. cite., pe 73,
5Un?muno, Iinseyos, Vol. III, p. 111,

6Eenerdete, loc. cit., p. 34,

s .
7(3,’3,1 'T]O, ;:9_0_. 1,., po 190

o] .
“TUnzmuno, Tres novelas ejempleres, r. 23,

gyontesinos, loc. citey pe 1

83
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playing a tragic role in the tragedy of Spain. He beczme, there-
fore, his greatest work, his best copy of Don Quixote. ¥He was,
like Don Quixote, & son of his works--a supreme chzrazcter, con-
ceived; creamted, and developed by his own hend., The mosit guixotic
work of Unemuno, then, wes Unamuno himself,d

The characterizetion in the novels of Unamuno is "raro,"
(different) beczuse his charccters =re like Unamunoywho was a dig-
tinct personality.? The novels ere more or less autobiograrhical,
net of the physical life of the author, hut z "fiel retrato de
su propia vids espiritual."3 Fe showed hig inmost thouzghts in
baering the souls of his "agonistas,"4 which fact explains the
great similerity which is rendily observed between the zuthor and

5 and since Unamuypo was quixotic, his characters

his characters,
ere excellent examples of quixotism,.

In almost all of his novels there is one or more of these
cuixotic characters, patterned after his master Don Quixote in
tenperement., patterned after Unamuno himself in the greazt "congoja
de la vide." Tersonality is always en enigma in his novels for

Unamuno believed that the world is for "los solitarios, los

Guijotes, los Fohinsons, etc."6 Therefore, he rortreyed his char-

‘«Jf. C“(\LBP. ii .

41via,

SIhid.

6Putman, loc., cite, p. 110,

e e e e
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acters es dresmers of life, some passionately desiring to live
and some to be free from life, The charecters find reclity through
faith, hecoming what they went to be,
Ja rezslidad unamunesca, es decir, %a realicded que se
den a sf miemos los personajes de las Ultimss novelas de
Unarmurio "en puro querer ser, en pUro querer no ser," no
es ese azlgo amhiguo e incoloro aque pese por reslismo en
el arte literario.l
It is not, then, that the charscters in the novels of Una-
mino are fantestic, as some people would surmise vwhen the adjec-
tive "guixotie" is used, They are, as Don Tuixote was, intimate-
v resl, true to themselves, pessionately believing., It is not
vhat thev sre, but what they desire to be that condemnsor scves
them, Tt was Don Auixote's aim in life, rather than his at-
tevpts to eccomplish it, which made him immortal,
Comparad a Segismundo con don Quijote, dos soficdores
de ls vida, JTe realided en la vida de don Quijote no fueron
los molinns de viento, sino los gigentes. JTos molinos eran
& . P . 7.
fenoménicos, aparenciales; los gigsntes eren numénicos,
antk - e 7 1 1 i 13304 504 &
sutstenciales, Il suefio es el de la vida, reslidad, creacion,
Ta fe misma no es, segiin San Pablo, sino le substanciez de
l#=s cos3c8 oue se esveran, y lo que se espera es sueflo, Y le

fe es la fuente de la realidad, poraue es la vida., Creer es
crear,?

Recause the resl man is that which he would desire to be,3

Unamuno was more interested in the novela, or dreams, of & man

than in his historis, or life, "Yo me interesa su historia, me
l A 418
Fadin, loc. cit., P, .
P
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r

# . 7 ~
basta con su novela, V en cusnto a ésts, l= cuestidn es sonar-

1 . 4 5
la,"+ Tor this reason, Unemuno wrote of the dresrms and of the

intimate thoughts of his charscters, shovring thie confusion of

¥ ol

ing the sgony and mystery of their souls,

9]

their heings, expo
To be = good, strong choracter, the men of the novel must

e 2 .
rossess either voluntad or noluntad, Voluntzd is the strong de-

sire to live, to perpetuste oneself, to become irmortal; noluntad
is the strong desire to cease existence, to seek oblivion, to

end the agony of life, The two are rezlly very closely akin &nd
are charrcteristic of quixotic chearacters, Don.Quixote possessed
voluntad in such quantities that he made himself ridiculous in
order to a2ttain immortelity; when his mission wes fulfilled, he

tence #nd to pess into his reward

9]

was glad to end the earthly exi
among the foithful, A cuixotic cherscter possessing voluntad must
live with all his bodyv, with 211 his mind, with &1 his spirit,
e must have an all-enveloping desire to live long on this earth
and to he perpvetuczted in the 1life =z2fter life, Thus Unamuno and
Don Quixote, heving ever with them the knovledge of the irminence
of death, praved thet their deeds might continue long end their
feme live after them,

The other extrewe of the novel charscter, of the quixotic
individusl, of the despondent moods of Unamuno znd of Ton Quixote
is the intense hotred of life, the desire for oblivion =znd the

dresm of deoath, the suicidel impulse vhich intensifies life--

< .
lUnamuno, Szn }e2nuel Pueno, martir, p. 184; cf. pp. 148,

N

Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, p. 15,
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V?v, en efecto, cuatro posiciones, cue son dos rosi-
tives: =2) cuerer ser; b) cuerer no sery y dos negetives:
c) no cuerer ser; d) N0 QUETET NO SET.....D0€ UNO CUE NO
cuiere ser dificilmente se scce uns criature nglcv. de

r

. 7
novelas mero de uno cne gniere no ser, si, ¥ el que

quiere no ser, no es, fclaro!, un suicide,
1 cue nulere no ser lo cuiere siendo,

In his cherecters of voluntad e8 well s in those of

roluntsd, Tneruno frequently led mesns of expressing his views

4

of insenity eithier through his discussion of the charccters or

through the ideas voiced by the charscters, Fis appreciation of
Don Quixote can be more easily uncerstood after the study of

his views towerd inssanity, both rezl and reputed, One of Une-
muno 's most quixotic cherccters, ¢ doctor with the disturbing

hit of writing fantestic stories, scys of insanity:

T~ rmevor diferencie entre los locos v 105 CURTC OB e e oo
es aue entog, sunaue pienscn locuraa, o no sSer cue sean
tonto= de remste, porcue entonces no les plenseny aunaque
las piensen, Fi;n, ni les dicen ni menos las hiccen; mien=-
tres que anuél Loq, los que llamamos locos, carecen del

oﬂor de Lnll%wclon, no son capaces de contenerse, dA
ouwnn, como no llegue su feltz de imezginecidn @ tunto de
irbecilidad, no se le ha ocurrido zlgunc vez glguns lo-
cura? Te sabido contenerse. Y si no lo szhe, o da en loco
o en genio, meyor o menor, segin la/locur” sea. Bs muy
cSvodo habhler de ilusioness pero crésme usted cue une
Jluslgh cue resulte prfbticw,oue nos lleve & un ccto que
tiend= 2 conserver o acrecentrr o intensificear lz vidr, es
une impreaidn ten verdedersz como le que *ued:g comprobher
maa egerupnlosarmente tcdos los zparstos 01enf1f1cos que se
inventen. Tise neoe.\rlo repuesto de 1ocur(, l1lamémosle
1%1,1n01jrpns h1 peTe que haya progreso; ese desecuilibrio
sin el cuel ‘1egar3k pronto el mundo egjlritual o absoluto

lUnrvuno, Tres novelszs ejemplares, pr. 16-173 cf. also,

e
e}

»
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reposo, es decir, a muerte, eso hay cue euplearlo de un
modo o de otro.l

Perhaps the ones called insane could restrzin themselves,
but they feel no desire to do so since they heve no fezr'of the
nublic nor of its ridicule. A loco does not mind the ridicule,
tecause he hes his dreams to console him for the veckness of pub-
lic opinion, For this reason the locos, of whom Don Juixote is
the very spirit, deserve the venerction and respect with which
thiey zre often regarded.? It is they vho give the poetry to the
vorld, it is they who are fersighted enough to méke discoveries
besed at first upon mere drecms, it is they who make the edvance-
ment of civilization, A loco is therefore much more to be res-
Tected then the 332393 vho would be intolersnt of the new and ap-
parently insene ideas end of resl znd deep emotions and experi-
ences,

"any of the so-called insene sre people born out of their
zge, Thus & medievel spirit in the nineteenth or twentieth cen-
tury seemed o8 ricdiculous @s the medievel knight in the sixteenth
centvry, Only those customs and idees current among the masses
are regerded #s sane hy contemporeries, The twentieth century
iders of Don qQuixote concerning certain topics were out-of-season

and hence inssne., The radical repuhlicen rrecepts of Unamuno were

too 2dvenced for the generation of 1802 and therefore cuixotic,

1Unemuno, Tnseyos, Vol. IV, p. 185,

“Thid., p. 189,

S1vid., p. 190.
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Vv osi sele del reslismo sancho-pencesco es pars dar en
aquijotesco idee 1sro, posiciones smbes cue se den en unided
v fuers las dos del ideslismo realiste o realismo ideslista
vy a la vez élnﬁwlco, aue da vigor y savie el pensamiento
europeo contempnr”neo.l

These charscteristics weke up the cardcter cuijotesco ¥

1

unarmnesco, vhich is very common in sctuel 1ife, end which is

tvricel of the vorks of Unsmuno, "ot 211 of the chizrzcters in

the novels, in the dremas, snd in tiie short stories of Unamuno
possess thnese cuslities in the same degree, Some of the charac-
ters =re no more than shadows, not clearly drawn by the suthor,
designed to ect 2s background for the chief charccters, Some
chierncters rossess some of the charscteristics but not all of
them, And some characters exemplify the Auixotic prersonality in
all things.

T™e Dr. Llont:wrcop whose opinion of insenity was qguoted

ebove was himself & typically guixotic and unamunesco character,

e wag a very szne phvsicien with a lerge procctice vwhich he served
well, Ve wss, however, o disciple of Don Juixote whoce adventures
he frequently read.5 ™herefore, when he felt his desire for crea-
tive writing fighting ageinst his scientific knowledge and zc-
curacy., he gave expression to those fantzstic stories which were

#8 much 2 pert of his versonality 2s wes his medical interest,

Feceuge the world could not sccept the incensistency of his writ-

l1via,, p. o5,
) Lucwnno, "Te locura del Doctor lonterco," Inszayos, Vol,
IV, rr. 169-191.

*Inid., p. 101
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ings end his profession, he was regerded first as unusual, then
28 aueer, finally as insane.l In like manner, the nobles re-
garded Don Quixote, seeing the inconsistency of his ideas with
the world in which they lived, overlooking his expression of his
ideas in his own life.2 Recause of the attitude of the people
toward him, Dr. Tontarco became insane, hut very quixotically so.
"is desire for immortality, to express his inner feelings, is
parallel to that of Unamuno himself,
This hunger for the immortal drove Dr. lontzrco insane,
and finally killed him, while in Uneruno it has served to
increase his strength and spirit. Dr. lVontarco achieved

his immortality through death, Unamuno through more and more
.
life,d

4 also became insane, at first from her own

Julia de Géméz
doubts® and later through the attitude of her husband.6 The all-
enveloping thought of her mind was whether or not her hushand
loved her.7 This one thought es the msin interest in life made
her typiecelly quixotic, for Don Quixote spent the hest years of

o/

his life, the only yesrs we know much about, following one ideal,

lmia., p. 172,

[e) . . o ¢ o
“Cervantes, op. cit., Pt. II, cheps, xxxij-xxxiii,

3Unawuno, Tnsayos y sentencias, ed., Feardsley, p. 94,

v s

note on 1, 1, p. 43,

nyada menos que todo un hombre," Tres noveles ejemplares,

- B 4 Z
p. 1‘J>\"01\).

h3

S1vid., . 194,

"1hid., p. 164,
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Iike Ton 7uixote's search for Dulcinea, Juliat's ettempts to an=-
swer thequestion brought her no zssurence but ¢id unhalance her
Jnd.l Quixoticelly, she was sbsorbed with this problem until
a2ll other considerations were excluded, Quixotically, also, her

O
romantic novels,™ and

~
|

menie was brought on by too much reading of
by the foilure of her hushend, Alejendro, to understsnd rroperly
her cesire,

Alejendro himself became agnixoticslly insane =t the last

(@3]

2nd seacrificed his life in sesrch of his desd wife, e was an
J P 4

glme terribhle y hermética" ™ who although he loved his wife

. 9) . o
"ciegamente, locamente would not confess any feeling for her
ror allow himself to admit sny emotion even within his ovn con-

. 6 . - a2 ko .
science, Jike all Quixotes he had the secret of his soul hidden
deep

ly awvay from misunderstanding eyes.

- .
Joaquin was another solitary sou1,7 dreaming of glory
8 . . "
anc of Telena, "is particular locuras wes his greet envy and
. . - — y .
hatred for his friend, Abel Sénchez, 1is preoccuration with this
1

hatred, its causes, its effects, its remedies, drove him to

lin(w1no, Treg novelas ejemplares, pp. 1°01-1G2,

(S8}
®

“Irid., p. 19

3 .
I}"io, Pe o1l .
4Ir~]( n, 187.

7Unmmuno, Abel Sinchez, po 11l

€Ivid., vp. 13, 146,



greater snd greater trials of spirit. Ue wes a distinct type of
Muixote in that the world knew nothing of his problem but con-
sidered him sane and ressonahle vhile his soul was writhing in
doubhts and inconsistencies, The intensity of his feeling and the
manner in which this feelinz colored his attitude toward all of

-

life were tvrically quixotic snd unamunesco.

Tany of the feminine charscters of Unamuno's works have
"un monstruoso apetito de meternidad,"l which causes them to sacri-
fice others for the reslization of their desire, Thig is but a

nmage of the thirst for immortality, the desire to perpetuzte one-

selT in one's children, Terhaps the resence of this theme in
such great prominence is due to the great love Unamuno had for

his mother and to his lasting devotion to Concha, his wife., Tis
vortravel of women is generally 2 sympethetic one,
o . . . . 3

Raquel”™ is a gnod example of this thirst for maternity,*
for which she sacrificed both Terta and Juan. Requel herself
had few agunixotic chorscteristics. 3he had the grezt will power
and the singleness of purpose which let nothing interfere with
her zttoinment of her goals hut she did not have the spirit of
Don "wixote which led him to serve others, to sacrifice himself.
It wes Juan thet she secrificed, that she drove to insenity and

L

faicide hecause of the confusion she made of his 1life,

ﬁertrudis4had the responsibility of the upbringing of

lPadfﬁ, loc, citey, po 419,

e s e

')
< P . ) TTen oy - - o oo 1 ~ PP P 7 4
“Unamuno, "Dos medres," Tres novelss ejempleres, pp. 33-103,

4
“Irid., p. 94.

-~

/ s -
“Unamuano, Is tia Tulo.,



the five children of her trother-in-levw, znd she felt toward them

s though they were her own children, She wes
qurte, firme en el sacrificio,
n, c¢e superior voluntsed e in-
de un r desenfrensdo & ls verdod, Tn su
wone el eutor oue hey una roiz teresizne o cuijo-
lleve 2l wes austero idezl de deher y

1

She secrificed her love of Nemiro first bhececuse of her sister,
then to ohserve the rroyer time of mourning, then to keep from
teing the step-mother of the children vhom she hsd zlvays regarded
£s her owvn, 2nd finzlly becruse of her stern adherence to that

just,.

Y

viich she consicdered
The masculine cherccters elso have ¢ grest desire for im-

mortality, frequently through children., Tor ex=zmple, Don Avito

3

[»} . . .
Cerrcscel,” 2 student of sociologicel pedegogy,” desired to have

3

2 son and to make of him ¢ genius by educeting him eccording to =
4 . ; L : L.
svatem, ™is was no rmore then his desire to meke o neme for him-

self through his child., Apolodoro, the son, conscious of bheing

-

unusuel,® killed himself hecause he could not edjust himself to

life.s Fowever, he too had felt the need to defezt death by lecv-

7

ing sore remembrance of him,’ end his son become the new subject

lromera-vavarro, Iiguel de Unsmuno, ». 101,

) 4
Unamuno, Amor y pedegogic.,

(W

Irid., p. 39.

4

‘Ihid., rp. 26, 8%,
S
“Ivid., . 180,

61%16., Pr. 205-207,

7

I}\i(lo s e 191-
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for experiment bv Don Avito, who wes not discourzged ¢t having

ed once, but, like Don Juixote, begsn agein with new fervor.l

-

Tei

. g & 7 . 7 ® )
Ponifecio "vivio buscendose y murio sin heberse halledo,™

-

trying to find in new experiences the znswer to the o0ld problems

™

of life, Ve did not do the conventional things; the mere sight

of other reorle orsarving o custom vould turn him to =nother wzy.3
Ti¥e Don Avito, he sought imwortelity in his children; znd unlike
Don Avito, he found the original self for which he had been search-

4 "e sonught to bhe different--a true cherccteristic of both

ing,
Don fuixote snd Tn=armno,
Tach cheracter of anyv importesnce in the worlks of Unamuno

hes a problem which teskes on the 2srects of the congojs de la vids

-

tyrical of Don Quixote &¢nd of Tnamuno., As hes been showvn, some
of the cherzcters hecome so engrossed in this agony thet it causes
ins:nity.5 With many of them it is, &8 Unemuno said, the desire
to exist or the desire not to exist,®

This sgony ceused gloom ond pessimism end torture to the
sririts of these cheracters just ¢s it did to Don Quixote. The

It rou€s’ wanted an heir, but he wented ©lso to preserve his honor,

lmid., p. 275,

0 . . .
“Tmamuno, "Tonifacio," Xl espejo de 1

ruerte, pr. 45, 47,

<

SThia., p. 45,

Y1via., p. 4f.

Sinte., vp. 89-99,

Ante., pp. #6-27,

s . - .
7vnpﬁuno, "1 marcues de Iurbrie," Tres novelss ejempleres,
b

PP, 103-133,
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and the two desires confused and embitiered his last days. Tris-

1 and Don Juan? were e-ch in coatinual mental disturbance be-

t4n
cause of the influence of two women on his life, RBoth lacked the
will to combat such emotions and committed suicide, Their lives,
and the lives of similar characters, were composed of "miseria y
podredumbre."3

Suicide is frequently the conclusion of the congojosa
life, as has already been illustrated., Death is frequently the
theme of the short stories which make up the collection, El
espejo de la muerte, "The Mirror of Death." In "El amor que
asalta,"4 Atanasio and Eleuteria both died of love, according to
the doctor's verdict.5 Neither was strong enough to endure the
emotion for which he or she had been seeking with all the perse-
verance of a Quixote;6 therefore, it was really suicide., "Juan
Manso: Cuento de muertos"7 tells of the desperate, insane searche

ing of the protagonist for a place to spend eternity since he was

denied the privilege of entering either heaven or hell.8 Ramén

lrpia.

2Unamuno, "Dos madres," Tres novelas ejemplares, pp. 33-303
3

Ibid., p. 63.
4Unamuno, Ll espejo de la muerte, pp. 29-35,
5;31@., P OFe
61215., P. 29,
"Ivid., pp. 107-113.

81bid., p. 110,
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Nonnato was born "con el suicido en el alma,"l and is found dead
at the beginning of the story.g
Tl otro is an excellent drama of mystery and of confusion
in life leading to locura and finally to suicide, Twins, Cosme
and Damiéh, were so0 nearly alike that it was impossible to dis-
tinguish them, One twin killed the other,:5 and confused his
identity with the dead brother to such an extent that he, as well
as others, did not know which twin was the assassin and which the
assassinated,
Yo? dAseslno yo? dPero quien soy yo? CQuien es el

asesino‘> ¢Quién el asesinado? dQulen el vardugo? dQuién

la victima? /dQulen cain? dOulen Abel? dQuien soy yo,

Cosme o Damian? Sl, estalld el misterio, se ha puesto a

razdén la locura, se ha dado a luz la sombra.,....0dia a tu

hermano como te odias a ti mismos, dispuestos a suicidarse

mutuamente, por, una mijer....por otréa mujer,.. pelearon,..

Y el uno sintio que en sus manos, heladas por el terror, se

le helaba el cuello del otro... ¥V mird a los ojos muertos

del hermano por si se ve{a muerto en ellos... Las sombras

de la noche que llegaba envolvieron el dolor del otro...

Y Dios se callaba... . iY sigue calldndose todavia! (Quién
es el muerto? (Quién =s el mss muerto? cQulén es el

asesino?4
Tventually, not being able to endure any longer the strain of the
mystery and of the knowledge of death, the other one, Cosme or

Damién, Cosme and Damign, killed himself 5 or was killed by the

lvRamén Yonnato, suicida," ibid., p. 20,
2 Unamuno, El espejo de la muerte, p. 17,
SUnamuno, El otro, p. 41,

41bid., pp. 39-40,

Strid., p. 77.
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other one.l "%l otro," "The other one," was either of the twins,
or both of the twins, That was the mystery in the soul of "el
otro" which caused him to take his own life after having killed
"el otro," the one first killed. This mystery caused thg wives

of the twins to become crazy, each with a great insane love for

el otro."2

/IEl misterio! Yo no sé qulen SOV, vosotros no sabéis
quiénes sois, el hlstorladog,no sabe qulen es (Donde dice:
"el historiador no sabe quien es," puede decirse: "Una-
muno no sabe quién es."), no sabe quién es ninguno de 10S
que nos oyen, Todo nombre se muere, cuando el Destino le
traza la muerte, sin haberse conocido, y toda muerte es
un suicidio, el de cain. iPerdonémonos los unos a los
otros para que Dios nos perdone a todos!

The story of Don Manuel Bueno has also the theme of the
mystery of life, but it is a much happier story, filled with
faith., Don Manuel Rueno was involved in the thought of "el negro
velo cdsmico del misterio, en lo que tras éi se esconde, en 1lo
que ocurrirfa si alguien osase levantarlo, siguiera un ébice."4
He was a self-sacrificing man, however, and refused to inconveni-
ence others by his personal struggles., In his daily life an im-
rerturbable happiness hid from the eyes of his parish the infinite
and eternal sadness of his spirit.5 Without believing, he made

others believe and saved himself and them., He said, "[Mi vida,

1Unamuno, El otro, p. 74.
?1vid., pp. 84-85.
sgg;g., p. 90.

*putmsn, loc. cit., . 106.

5Unamuno, San Manuel Bueno, mé}tir, p. 58,




98
Lééaro, es una especie de suicidio continuo, un combate contra
el suicidio, que es igual; pero que vivan ellos, que vivan los
nuestros!"1 This was his congoja, typical, according to the dis-
cussion by Unamuno in the prologue, of the everyday anxiety which
torments the physical spirit of spiritual men and women,

The agony of San lManuel was for the people he taught, but
other characters from Unamuno's novels suffer this grief because
of their great love for one person., ILike Don Quixote and his de-
votion to Dulcinea,:5 they have no other thought. Emeterio and
Rosita,4 Ricardo and Liduvina,5 Joaqufn and Helena,6 Julia and
Alejandro,7 Juan and Raquel,8 Augusto and Eugenia,9 and Avito and
Varinal® were all intensely interested in love at some part of
their story. Ricardo would have Iiduvina as his ideal (as Don
Quixote had Dulcinea) even when they were no longer associated

with each other.11 Raquel loved Juan with an "amor furioso, con

l11bid., p. 86.
°1bid., pp. 12-13,
SCerventes, op. cit., pp. 25, 27, 33, 40, 60,

4Unamuno, "Un pobre hombre rico o El sentimiento cémico de
la vida," San Manuel Bueno, martir, pp. 195-261,

5Unamuno,"Una historia de amor," ibid., pp. 261 ff,

6Unam.uno, Abel Sidnchez.

vUnamuno, "Nada menos que todo un hombre," Tres novelas
ejemplares, pp. 133-213,

8

Unamuno, "Dos madres," ibid., pp. 33-103,
gUnamuno, Niebla,

10Unam.uno, Amor y pedagog{é.
11

Unamuno, San Manuel Bueno, méitir, P. 296,
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sabo a muerte."l Juan belonged to her; all his possessions and
even his will were hers.2 Augusto loved }E}ugenia,:5 and then Rosa=
riobecause of Eugenia,4 with an "amario innato."® Avito Carrascal
fell in love with Marina and sacrificed his well-laid plans for a
scientific marriage in order to marry for love.6

The element of sacrifice, a quixotic characteristic, is
freguently found in Unamuno's works. DIach person felt the need

for a2 redeemer or the desire to be a redeemer, both involving

sacrifice. Thus Julia thought of Ale,ja.ndro,7 Antonio of Joaqufﬁ,s

Rerta of Juan®--each womsn feeling that she would be "el éhgel
redentor*t¥ of her particular agonista. Tuisa sacrificed herself

for the Mhrquéé,ll the son of Don Agustfh sacrificed his health
and finally his life in order to study and work to provide for his

parents,12 and the entire life of Gertrudis“was one of self-

1Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, p. 36,

2;1_}@__1__@., De 68.

SUnamuno, Niebla, p. 36.
4131@., p. 103,
Ibid., p. 46.

Unamuno, Amor y pcdagog{a, Pe. 47.

5
6
7

Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, p. 149,

8Unamuno, Abel Séhchez, Pe 91,

Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, pp. 42, 47, 55,
10

Ibid., p. 47.
1Una.muno, "Bl Marquéé de Lumbrfé," ibid., pPp. 103=-133,
1?’Unamuno, "Ia beca," El espejo de la muerte, pp. 85-93,

1:5Unammno, la t{a Tula.
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gacrifice,

The characters of the historia, San Manuel Bueno, méftir,

are especially self-sacrificing. They become with Don Quixote,
"martirios quijotescos"1 for the good of their people. Tézaro
and Aﬁgela Carballino sacrificed themselves in teaching the peo-
ple, They believed as did Don Manuel: "Yo no puedo perder a mi
pueblo pars ganarme el alma, As{ me ha hecho Dios. Yo no podrfé
soportar las tentaciones del desierto. Yo no podrfﬁ llevar 5610
la cruz del nacimiento,"?

These people were passionately religious; believing in
God without realizing that they believed, Most of Unamuno's char-
acters are religious as he himself was religious in spirit and as
Don Quixote was religious, There is always the presence of a

nd for example, an old man left

great faith, In "Cruce de caminos,
alone in the world and a young orphan became as grandfather and
granddaughter through their faith and through their dreams.4 They
believed they lived as four people: the grandfather and the
granddaughter in heaven, and the grandfather and the granddaughter

on earth.5 Don Roque, & "bendito de Dios,"6 was a very religious

rerson in habit and loved to pray, especially in chorus.7 Pedro

1Unamuno, San Manuel Rueno, méftir, Pe 30,

21Ibid., p. 60.

3Unamuno, El espejo de la muerte, pp. 23-29,

41via., p. 25,

S1vid., p. 26.
6Unamuno, "Solitana,* ibid., p. 39,

7 Ibide, pe 37.
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Antonio wanted to educate the child in "la sencilla rigidez
catélica,"l showing his religion; but Don Avito wanted no reli-

R showing his lack of religion because of the

gion for his son,
idea that faith is opposed to science.3

Don Quixote's special type of lineage is reflected in that
of Alejandro who said=-="Mi familia empieza en mf,"4 and who prided

himself on his democratic spirit.5

He had great confidence in
himself,6 ambition,v and much will power or zg;ggggg.s All of
these qualities are characteristic of Don Quixote.

The Calderonian idea that "Ia vida es suemno" is found in
some of the characters. Ignacio of Paz en la guerra was an "es-
pfritu despierto y soﬁhdor;"g Matilde of "El espejo de la muerte"lo

11 551edad of the

dreamed a new life at the age of twenty-three;
story by that name was a solitary dreamer making for herself a

cult in the worship of the Virgin.12 Don Pérez 6f " (Cosas de

1Unamuno, Paz en da guerra, p. 16,

2Unamuno, Amor y pedagogia, pp. 70-71,

3For a discussion of religion in Unamuno's works, see chap.
iii,
4Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, p. 160; cf, 159, 178,

5Ivid., pp. 147, 158, 167.

6Ibid., pp. 148, 154, 174,

7Tbid., p. 147,

81vid., pp. 147, 154,

gRomera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 54,

loA short story in the collection by the same name,

11Unamuno, El espejo de la muerte, p. 7.

2 1vi4., p. 75.
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franceses " would not ruin his investigations with the impurity
of reality because he remembered the treatment of Don Quixote by
the galley-slaves.1

But Augusto Pérez of Niebla is perhaps the best example,
He almost doubted his own existence,2 seeing all of life as "una
nebulosa,” a haze.:5 Real l1life, he believed, is nothing more than
a dream which we all dream, a common dream of the world.? "Solo
estéd de veras despierto el que tiene conciencia de estar sofiando,
como solo estd de veras cuerdo el que tiene conciencia de su
locura."5

Portraying as he did these quixotic characters, Unamuno
exaggerated his own quixotic qualities and looked upon the world
as containing many Quixotes. Since he has within his personality
the roots of the seven cardinal sins and of the seven cardinal

virtues,5

every man has within himself all men, and envies other
men to the extent only that he desires to be all men.7 Thus each
person has a problem which, in a person of voluntad or noluntad,
may become a quixotic agony or finally a quixotic insanity. The

primary characteristic of the Quixote is that he is alone, above

l1pid., p. 56

2Unamuno, Niebla, p. 5.

31vig., p. 39.

41via. .

STbid., p. 26.

6Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, pp. 25-26,

7Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VII, p. 60,



103
the men about him, Unamuno, then, found his quixotic people
among the scientists, the adventurers, the philosophers--all those
who sought the mystery and poetry of existence and who, with their
idéalism and their quixotic insanity, found reality not known nor
understood by the unimaginative public,

The discoveries of science are all fruits of the attempts
to explain mysteries,l all products of a distinct world created
within the scientist's own soul, The most durable products of the
gpirit grow and develop within the spirit without the exposure to
light.” TFor the world is not always kind to spiritual products,
especially to those which are imperfect in form and seemingly not

adapted to real 1life,

The "caballer{a andante del sentimiento a lo divino,"3

those Christian saints of Spanish history and legend,--those also
were quixotic in Unamuno's interpretation, self-sacrificing,
idealistic, searching for the reason and the secret of existence,
Even Christ himself was quixotic4--or it might be better to remem-
ber that Don Quixote was a faithful disciple of Christ and modeled
his quixotic character upon the Christian life of his master,

Then the Spanish saints were both Christian Quixotes and quixotic

lynamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VII, p. 50,
2Ibid., Pe 52

3Unamuno, Del sentimiento trégico, p. 305,

41pvid., p. 306; Vida de don Quijote, p. 25.
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2

Christians: San Pablo,1 San Juan de la Cruz, onola,3 San Jorge,

San Mbrtfh, San Diego Matamoras,4

and many others,

This quixotic interpretation of biblical, historical, and
legendary characters as Quixotes is especially apparent in Una-
muno 's treatment of the Don Juan theme. 1In the drama, El hermano
Juan, Don Juen abandoned the pursuit of worldly pleasure to be-
come a religious recluse, a2 solitario, turning his great energy
and enthusiasm into prayers for the salvation of his soul and into
meditations on the betterment of the people.

The blind energy and adventurous spirit of the explorers
and conquerors of the new world made them Quixotes,5 and certain
quixotic characteristics were pointed out as belonging to Costa,6

9 10

Boehme,7 Savonarola,8 Giordano Bruno,~ Robinson Crusoe, Gustavo

Flaubert,ll and Hegel, "Quijote de la filosoffé."lz Woodrow

lUnamuno, Ia agonfﬁ del cristianismo, p. 36,

zUnamuno, Del sentimiento trééico, Pe 905,
3

Ibid.; Vida de don Quijote, pp. 36, B2,

4Unam.uno, Ensayos, Vol. IX, pr. 175,
S1bid., Vol. VII, p. 16.
6Ibid., r. 210,

7Unamuno, Del sentimiento trégico, Pp. 290-291,

81pid., p. 317.

%Ivid., p. 319.

oUnamuno, San Manuel Bueno, mé}tir, s 165,

1lyp54,

l2Umaurn.uno, Ensayos, Vol. I, P. 33
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Wilson, a Christian politician, was "contradiccidn hecha carne y
hecha espf}itu," a mystic in thoughts of peace.l
All of these peorle belonged, according to Unamuno, to the
cult of Don Quixote, which can be and is a fountain of poetry.2
Unamuno would have others know and take advantege of this source
of poetry and thus enrich their lives: "Ios que asf/vivimos, te-
nemos el deber de luchar por nuestra emancipacié%; y a la vez, el
de despertar en los esclavos inconcientes la dormida conciencia
de la esclavitud en que vegetan."3 Thus it is the duty of each
Quixote to awaken his neighbor to the cult of Don Quixote, Just as
Unamuno wanted to awaken in his reader the quixotic gqualities ly-
ing dormant, Fis object in writing was:
cee.entrometerle y entremeterle al lector en éi, hacer que
se 46 cuenta de que no se gozs de un personaje novelesco sino
cuando se le hace propio, cuando se consiente que el mundo de
la ficcidn forme parte del mundo de la permanente realidad
{ntima,
Thus Unamuno would make a Quixote of his reader so that the reader

would better understend and appreciate the quixotic characteris-

tics of his creations and of his own personality,

lynamuno, Ia agonfé del cristianismo, p. 199,

2Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol. VII, p. 156,
3Thid., Vol. IV, p. 14,

4Unamuno, San Manuel ERueno, mértir, P. 17,




CHAPTER V
REASONS FOR THE QUIXOTISM OF UNAMUNO

This study has attempted to point out characteristics of
quixotism in certain phases of the life and work of Unamuno: in
his interpretation of the original Don Quixote, in his own per-
sonality, in his ideas, and in the characters of his novels, It
has been shown that these quixotic qualities came from the innate
quixotism of the Spanish philosopher aggravated by his study and
congcious following of the Cervantine knight.

Thile Unamuno undoubtedly possessed some. of the idealism1
of Don Quixote from early youth, much of his devotion to this
character was the result of his later experiences, His native
aptitude for the "culto de don Quijote" became more pronounced.
Not only in his works but also in his life, especially in his poli-
tical life, were the quixotic characteristics gaining importance.

This development was due in part to the development of
his personality, to the maturing of those qualities already dis-
cussed.2 When he began to see similarities, in his study of him-
self and of his reactions to life, to Don Quixote, the strange-
ness and the drama of such a character appealed to him, Seeing
in Don Quixote such explanations of his own feelings, such prece-
dents for his own inconsistencies with himself and with accepted

ideas, such idealism to give him courage in his warfare for the

1gsee chap., ii for early influences,

?Ante., chap. ii.
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invigoration of his people, Unamuno accepted the caballero andante

as his example and set himself to follow. Reing by nature drama-

"l ne found in Don Quixote the same spirit and

tic and "apasionado,
took advantage of the inspiration,

There can be no doubt that Unamuno studied Don Quixote
from an early age,for even his first works show an appreciation
of the character.2 He was a "lector formidable"3 in many lan-
guages4as is shown by the many literary discussions in his works.5
In these readings he frequently included books about Don Quixote
so that he might compare the icdeas of other authors. He read and
reread the Quijote itself, sometimes in the original and some-
times in translations to see what new ideas were gained in the

change of languages., His complete knowledge of the episodes as

well as the philosophy of the book is attested by his Vida de don

Quijote y Sancho, and by his frequent discussions of and quota-
6

tions from the original,
Thus he was well versed in the character whose spirit he
sought, He was saturated with understanding of the charscter, so

that it is not surprising that his life and works reflected Don

1plcald-Galiano, op. cite, p. 245,
2Ante., chap. 1.
SRomera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 31,

45tarkie, "Modern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 89,

Spnte., pp. 78-80.

6Ante., Do 6o
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Quixote.l His works are the evidences of his mental reactions to
the books he read and the people with whom he talked. True, there
were many influences outside of the Quijote, some of these influ-
ences themselves contributing to his quixotic character. Nietzsche,
Carlyle, Ruskin, and others helped him to discover his real self
and the spirit of his people.2 They helped him, therefore, to
recognize his quixotic characteristics and to see the value of Don
Quixote to his people.

This vision of Don Quixote as the saviour of the Spanish
people, snd of all people, led Unamuno to present even more the
character of the Spanish saint as he himself understood him.:5 He
became more and more impressed with the poetry of the quixotic
philosophy, becoming in like manner more and more quixotic; for
"Quiéﬁ predica el quijotismo, quijotece."4

In defending the knight he awakened in himself an in-

tense spiritual quality, and it was by these means that

he was able to fly in the face gf that oppressive ration-
alism of the last thirty years.

In his explanation and interpretation of the loco sublime he be=-

came aware of some of the sublime insanity of his own spirit, and
began to strive consciously for quixotism, In one of his essays,

he wrote of the development of personality:

lgurtado y Palencia, op. cit., (la ed.), p. 1070.
2Benardete, loc. cit., P. 29,

3Unamuno, Tres novelas ejemplares, p. 26,

paiseiro, loc. cit., p. 645,

5Starkie, "Modern Don Quixote," loc. cit., p. 98,
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Hay cosas que, siendo en nosotros naturales y espontél

neas, tanto nos las celebran, que acabamos por hacerlas de

estudio y afectacidon; mientras hay otras que, empezando a

adquirirlas con esfuerzo y con}xa nuestra naturalefa, tal

vez, acaban por sernos naturalisimasy muy propies.
It would be unfair to infer that all the quixotism of his later
life was a pose growing out of his earlier spontaneous spirit,
but it is worth considering that, even as he suggested, some of
the rather exaggerated quixotism of his political tirades and of
the almost too-intense inner struggles of his characters was self-
dramatization in the desire to uphold and enhance his fame as the

Modern Don Quixote of Spain, However, the sincere idealism and

/
peace of such works as San Manuel Bueno, martir cannot be ig-

nored,? This idealism may have developed with difficulty at first,
and reached its culmination in this work. Whether or not the ex-
aggerated quixotism was also sincere cannot be told, for the death
of Unamuno has been too recent and the affairs in which he was in-
volved have been too complicated for an unbiased study of his sin-
cerity to have yet been made, Any reader will recognize, however,
the melodramatic touch as well as the intense idealistic element
in his quixotism,

Both the melodrama and the idealism were needed to awaken
the people to new life., Unamuno wanted to disturd the reader:

Yira, lector, aunque no te conozco te quiero tanto que

8i pudiese tenerte eg,mls manos te abrirfa el pecho y en
el cogollo del corazdn te rasgaria una llaga y te pondria

1Unam.uno, Ensayos, Vol. IV, p. 169,
23e1 »{o, loc. cit., pp. 17-18,
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all{ vinagre y sal para que no pudieses descansar nunca

y vivieras en perpetua zozobra y en anhelo inacabable,

Si no he logrado desasosegarte con mi Quijote es, crée-

melo bien, por mi torpeza y por que este muerto papel en

gque escribio ni grita, ni chilla, ni susgjra, ni llora,

porque no se hizo el lenguaje para que ti y yo nos

entendiéramos,l
He saw himself as a "despertador de almas durmientes,“z present-
ing new ideas to make the reader 1',hinlc;"5 presenting questions
without answers.4 He said, "la refutaci6ﬁ honrada es un nobi-
1{simo tributo,"5 giving his reader permission to refute the argu-
ments of the bhook, Therefore, he presented his Don Quixote to make
a new sally into the world of abulia, a Quixote differing from
that of Cervantes perhaps, but here also the reader must do his
own thinking,

Since this character was well-known, he used him frequent-

ly in talking to Spain. The people understood his references and

entered better into his thinking when he used Don Quixote, His

Vida de don Quijote y Sancho is replete with applications of the

moral of the lives of the two to the lives of the modern Span-
iards.6 In one poem he connected his desire for Spain's liberty

with Don Quixote's liberation of the galley-slaves:

lUnamuno, Vida de don Quijote, p. 307; Cf. Andanzas, p. 19.

2Romera-Navarro, Miguel de Unamuno, p. 20,
3Ibid., p. 23.

41pid., p. 203 Cf. Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol, IV, p. 43 Vol.
VII, pp. 161-2; Andanzas, pp. 17, 20,

5Unamuno, Ensayos, Vol, VII, p. 195,

6Unamuno, Vida de don QJuijote, pp. 2, 22, 23, 28, passim,
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Es justicia libertad;

Solo, hidalgo, solo tﬁ,
sin Sancho, en manos de Dios,
rebelde a la rebeldi;

del poder de sinrazon,

Libertad a los galeotes!
Manos, cara y pecho al soll
gque la grandeza dg Esgana
sea grandeza de Dios!
This "abierta rebelion contra la razdﬁ, la 16éica y los
valores burgueses" showed his quixotism, but showed him also as a
product of the intellectual atmosphere of Turope during the last
yvears of the nineteenth century.2 He was, whether he desired to
be or not, typical of his epoch in the problems he treated.3
Hence his quixotism was as much a result of the general intellec-
tual trend of his time as of anything else, It was his intensity,
his passion, his complete disregard of powers that gave him the
name of "Modern Don Quixote" as a distinction,
At the last he was regarded as a wise man, "desequilibrado
como su modelo, don Quijote, por exceso de lecturas."® And he

5

died fighting for his country, agonizing even to the last, In

the future he will be rememhered as:

.esothe greatest religious poet of contemporary Spgpish
literature, the genial fictionist of Niebla and Abel Saénchez,

1Unamuno, Romancero, pp. 140-141,
2Benardete, loc, cit., p. 28,

3Putman, loc, cit., p. 104,

4Alcalé:Galiano, ope. cit., pr. 250,

Sirontesinos, loc. cite, pe 10,



112

the spiritualist of Del sentimiento traglco de la vida, the
landscape painter of “Por tierras de Portugal Yy de Espana,
the most original and audaclious commentator of don Quijote,
the profound and original essaylst.l

lBalseiro, loc, cit., Do 649,
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