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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

. 'kéépjng abreast of soc1a1,vtechnoipgfca1, and econémid
‘progréss‘fs vital if the educator is to adhere to the con-
cept 6f a changing currféu]um which is inherent in the
history of American education. Home economics educators

havé been challenged by McGrath (13) to keep home economics
abreast Of‘tOdéy's societal demands by viewing the American
sociéty'as.a whole and responding to its needs in curriculum :
“p1ann1ng and in teaching. Before an educator can influence
humah behavior, an understanding of thé,genera] characteris-
“tics of ‘pecple in a culture, as well as the goals and values
~ held by individua]s within that culture, is 1mpefatTVe.

Hi11 (10) stated that the home economics curriculum in any
school is ih constant jecpardy of becqming cbsolete unless
teachers become alert to the changfng needs of students.
Effective teachers adapt themselves and their programs to
~charge. Funderburk (7) 1ﬁdicated that the education of girls
for. their reSponsibf11t1es ih:the home and in the cbmmunify
shculd be re-examined to enabfe'the teacher to develcp more
effective approaches, cbntent, and timing in the preséntation
of her program. F1étk (4) exphessed‘this same opinion in ah.
appeal to home eccnomics teachers to be alert to curriculum

1
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innovations in education in general and to consider‘app]icaﬁ'

tions in home economics.

- Authorities agree that curriculum budeing neceésitates
the teacher's understanding of students' needs, attitudes
and interests. Teachers mus t be aware of these factors if
the content of home ecdnomics courses is to enable the stu-
dents to apply the principles and concepts c¢f home economics

to daily 1ife situations.

Since the purpose of home economics education is tc
prepare girls for their responsibilities in the home and com-
munity, the study of the concepts and‘pfincip1es of hcusing
gains relevance in the curriculum. Beyer (2) stated thaf
housing conditions affect every individual at every pericd
of the Tife span and are important factors in the individual's
standard of 1iv1ng; The United States Congress (22) recog-
nized housing as an important national goal when the Housing
Act of 1949 set forfh as a national purpose "to achieve a
decent home and a'suitab1e living environmeht for every

American family."

Beyer (2) also stressed that'improved housing is an.
investment in the emotioﬁa], mental, and physicai health of
the family, the community, and the natfon. Home economics
education mﬁst prepare girls for providing a setting in which
families can enjoy the mecst healthy and stimulating 1ife

possible.
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‘The decisien to inc]Qde the area of housing in the home-
economics curriculum is a logical oﬁe. Educators, howéver,
do not agree upon wh1ch princip]és to teach at each grade
level. One investigator, Antley (1), sfated that‘s1ncev
attitudes are formed early in the teen years, a thorough  »
knowledge of houéing is essehtia] during these years if thé
individual's attitudes toward and images of housing are to
be realistic and based upon artistic principles. Another
~investigator, Lemmon (11), felt that these attitudes are
easily altered and a thorough knowledge of housing is not
feasible for young teenacers. Only the concepts of safety,
beauty, storage, and arrangement of furniture should be in-

troduced at the junicr high school level.

An understanding of the naiure and of the problems of
providing satisfactory_housing is an integral part of the
eighth grade hceme econcmics curriculum in Denfon Junicr High
Schocl. To teach this part successfully a need exists to
investigate factors which influence the individual in formu-
lating dr in altering ideas about housing. Implications from
such investigations will aid teachers in developing housing
units which will enable students to be eaquipped tc make
wiser décisions about théir own housing today anﬁ in the

future.



Penite a1

~ REYIEW OF LITERATURE

';To'best méet‘the needslof students in a hbusingvc1ass
the teacher should have an understanding of the attitudes

of the individuals toward their home. Antley (1) stated that
a khbwiedge of how an individua]lfeeis about the present home
ahdfhis expectations for a fufure home will reflect his atti-
tddes'tbwérd'housing. Nygren (17)»supported this opinion by
iﬁdicating that a teacher's chances for achieving a reason-
able degree of effectiveness in the area of housing_instruc—
tion are greatly enhanced if the teacher is aware of the

~students' housing attitudes and images.

~Manske (12) pointed out that students ehtering sécondary
schoois‘havg preconceived attitudes about many specific topics.
These attitudes are formed by ear1y and initial impressions.
Montgomery.(14) stressed the importance of teachers being
aware of students having prevfous_ideaS‘abouf housing which
Will materially affect fhe learning process, Remmers (18)
" added that attitudes are probably more determinative of be-

havior than mere cognitive understanding of an idea.

F]eck (5) emphaSized-the fact that attitudes are not.
perménent but may change frequéntly; therefore, teachers can
be instrumental in a1tering or changing a student's attqjtudes.
Harris (8) stated that~changés_fn attitude occur as a result

of learning, of motivation, and of the influence of other
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individua]s;‘ In attempting to alter attitudes, this educatbr
suggeSted direct communication with the:individua], as by
ta]k;, classes, workshops; or manipulation of the situation,

the social group, group norms, or structure.

‘»Thé;Tean C00peratfve Yquth Study (16) was conducted
fpf theApufpose of learning more about the needs of young
persons 1in personal 1iving. Attitudes of‘youth were‘feund
to be closely re]ated to the amount of space they had in the
home. ' The size of the home 1nf1uences youths‘ attitudes
.towérd 1ife and peop]e. The amount of space available per
: family member is related to family tensions. When the ratio
‘of space per person is 1east fn homes, youth are most dis-
trustful of fellowmen. Foote (6),reported that lack of space
is unquestienably one of the most important irritants to

~dissatisfied housing -consumers.

S1nce the house 1s expected- to be the center of life of
the famlly, the interests and activities of the family members
will be reflected and fami]y relationships wi]] be affected.
Rogers (19) stressed the 1mportance of a house meeting the
needs of all family members. This euﬁhor emphasized the
need of a teenager for privaey_from boﬁh younger and elder
family members to enable the teenager to'experiment with this
new stage of deve]opment Without fear of ridicule. Privacy
is necessary for the teenager to accomp11sh the task of becom-

ing an adult, ‘both phys1ca11y and emot1ona11y Rogers (19)



advocated that the teenagef not share a room. If this Ts;i
absolutely necessary,‘the'y6Uth should be paired with a
sib]ing'close in age.' Thomas (20) conducted a study of tﬁe
major personal concerns of teén-age}gir]s and found that argu-
ments with sisters about sharing a room were of major concern

to today's teenagers.

A study by Eckhardt (3) revea]ed that eighth grade
"girls had problems regarding the use and care of‘the bedroom.
.Theylneed help in identifying their personal needs,»théir
problems, and their attitudes concerning the use and care of
their bedroom. Results of the study indicatéd that teen-
‘agers' attitudes toward fhe,bedrobm are related to socio-
economic status of the family, to bedroom occupancy, and to

family size.

According to Montgoméry (15) a knowledge of the stu-
dent's mental picture of the type of house wanted and expected
in the future will enhance the teacher's effectiveness in
meeting the indiv%dua]'s needs. A study was conducted by
Antley (1) to determine whether students did hold images of
a.desired future home, af what age the images were formed,
and what factors were associated with the images: Data |
showed that eighth grade students, as well as twelfth grade
students, did have jdeas about housing and had given much
thought to the future home. Herring (9) also found in a

study devoted to development of a curriculum on housing that



7
the ma30r1ty of students had given “much“ or‘"some"ethought

to a des1red future home

'Ant]ey”(l) found that a sample of e1ghth grade girls
in F]or1da visualized a new house in the country which was
custom des1gned ‘The type of house des1red by the samp]e was
of sp11t lével ‘architecture w1th two f]oors, four or more
bedrooms, and two bathrooms. Educational class standing andﬁ
the students' housing image were related; however, the stu-
dentfsfsex, the socio-economit status of the family, and the
type of present home were not associated with the heusing

images.

'~Nygren (17) conducted a study of the wantsband prefer-
ences of students for certain aspects of housing and found
that the senior students in the sample were more realistic
~than Were_the freshman students. Students were often found
to hold an image of the future home quite different from that
ef the present family home. The desihed home was envtsioned
with']uxury items. Nygren conc]uded that this indicated a
need for teeching housing units realistically on the second-

ary school level.

‘Herring (9) investigated housing values of students in
grades eight through eleven as e'basis_for'the development
of a housing curricu]um. Data revealed that students in the

older age group had given more thought to the future home
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than students in the youngerigroup. Over half of the students
preferred the suburb as the ]ocafion‘of the desired future
home. Each age group Visua]ized the future home to be very
different from the present Home; however; a majority of thé
students found the present home to be satisfactory. Students
whose fathers attended high school but did not graduate
appeared to be more dissatfsfied with the present homé than

were the students whose fathers attained a higher education.

A study was conducted by Montgomery (15) to determine
the desires and expectations of a future house as her by a
group of undergraduate home economics majors. Results showed
that a high percentage of students anticipated beginning<"
housekeeping in a rented apartment or house, The students
expected to be able to buy or build a house of their own after
four years of marriage. A_majorfty of the students desired
the first house to be new or relatively new. The typical
member of this sample wanted a ranch-style house in the
suburbs of a metropolitan area or in a medium-sized city.

The.desifed house was expected to cost'an average of $14,900.

Research was conduéted by Lemmon (11) concernfng educa-
tional felt needs of randomly selected homemakers and homé
economics teachers in housing and home furnishings., Findings
revealed that homemakers considered information on home
safety, buying, renting, remodeling homes, beauty, storége;

and caring for furniture as .important., Home economics teachers
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felt that furn1ture arrangement beauty, storage, and 11ght—
ing shou]d be taught on a]] grade 1eve1s. Reserved for the
secondary and adult level were buywng, rent1ng,’remode11ng,‘
and caring for furniture. Lemmon indicated that only safety,
beauty, storage, and arrangement of furniture should be

taught at the eighth grade level.
PURPOSES

The general purpose of this study was to investigate
the attitudes toward and images of housing of eighth grade
homemaking students enrolled in Denton Junior High School and
the‘North Texas Laboratory School during the spring semester
of 1968. Specific purposes were:

1) to ascertain housing attitudes and images

which are held by eighth grade girls;

2) to determine if a'relationship exists between
the expressed housing attitudes and images of
eighth grade girls and various factors such
as educational background of the parents,
mother's home economics education, socio-
economic status of the family, size of the
.family, and type of present home; and

3) to draw implications for the eighth grade
housing curriculum.

Terms used in this -study will be identified as follows:

Attitude: a readiness to react toward a situation

or object such as one's present home.

Image: a mental picture or vision of one's future home.



© CHAPTER II.

PLAN OF PROCEDURE
‘This‘study waS»conductéd to explore the attitudes

toward and images of ﬁousing ofﬁejghth grade homemaking stu-
dents. An instrument“waé designed by the invéstigator‘to
obtain data concerning the student'5~dftitudes toward the
preseﬁt home, image$ of a»desired_futﬁré ﬁome, and tﬁe factors -
inffuencing'thé attitudes and images, In desiéning-a surVeyn>
form, the investigator referred to'instruhents used in studies
of housfng attitudes by Aﬁtley (])_and Herring (9). A bi]qt
survey fofm was administered to a group of Methodist Yoﬁfh.
Fellowship girls who were typical of'thé.final-sample to teét
the clarity and comprehensiveness of the instrument. Minor
corrections were made and the "“Survey of Housing Attitudes”
was administered to the eighth grade homemakihg classes at
Denton Junior-High School and North Texas Laboratory School

in Denton, Texas,

“The Survey.of Houéihg~Att1tudesf.fs divided into three
parts: personal information concerning the individual and the
family, attitudes toward the present home, and images of a
desired futuré home. The;instrument is composed of 40 ques-

tions which the student answered by checking responses which

10
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represented her thinking. Quest1ons which re]ated.direct1y 
to the‘student's housing image were proVidedlwith a possible
: response'of "I don't know"“or'fOther" in the event that th1§
aspect of thé housing imagé'had not‘bEen'clearly formulated..
Questions 42 and 43 were answered after the students studied
posters of eight housjng styles disp]ayed at the front of

the testing room.

The sample consisted of 156 eighth grade girls enrolled
in the Denton Junior High School and Sd ejghth grade girls
enrolled in the North Texas‘Laboratory School, Total eighth
'grade enrollment in the Denton Junior High School wés 366 and
‘in the North Texas Laboratory School was 110. The Denton
Publié Schools requfre a, non-vocational homemaking course on
the eighth grade level and an elective vocational homeméking

program on the high school Tevel.

"The Survey of Housing Attitudes" was administered to
the students early in the spring semester before the housing
unit of the eighth gfade homemaking curriculum was presented.
The. investigator purposefully chose this time because'fhe'
attitudes and images of the students were desired before they
were influenced by a study of the principles of housing. In
presenting the "Survey of Housing Attitudes,“ the-investigator
explained the nature and purposé of the study. It was empha-
sized that there were no "right" or "wrong" answers to the
questions'and that the individual's own'persona1 opinion was

important.
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A'number was assigned and recorded for each survey
-formf‘ Each réspdnseWQf.eaEh quesfion was given a code ndm-
ber and the responses of each participant were recorded.

The data were tabulated and statistically analyzed.

'-_The socio-economic status of each of the participants

was determined by the McGuire-White Index of Social Status--

§Egt£v£9£m (14). A genera]bconversion table was used in the
determination. The total index score for each individual
participaﬁt was secured frdm scaled ratings based on educa-
tion, occupation, and source of income of the status parent
~of the family to be c1éssif1ed._ The scores were weighted and
.added td.gef a total index score which was used to estimate
the pfobab]e social status. The social status categories

used were ubper—c]ass,Vupperamidd]e c1a§s, lower-middle class,

upper-lower class, and Tower-lower class.

Data were compiled and énaiyzed through use of numbers
and percentages. The chi square technique was used to deter-

mine relationships.

A copy of the "Survey of Housing Attitudes" follows,
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S‘URVEY"Q:_f_.r.fHO_USIN‘G"A“T‘T I TUDES

INSTRUCTIONS: Please read each statement or question care-
fully. Indicate your answer or answers by checking in the
blank beside the appropriate response, There are no right or
wrong answers. Please do not consult anyone on your answers:
your own opinijon and answer is desired.

1. Age o , o .
12 years : 7 14 years
13 years A - other (specify)
2. My school average is: -
A  C :
B , - D or below
3, How many Eeop]e, counting yourse]f, are 11v1ng in your
home at the present time?
 Two o Six
Three ‘ ~____Seven
Four Eight
Five ' ST More than eight

4. The people who live in your home are:
~_ Father or stepfather
____Mother or stepmother '
~__ " Brothers, or step-brothers (Number)
Sisters, or step-sisters (Number)
Other adults” (Number)

5. What is the highest level of educat1on your parents have
attained?

Father ' L Mother

_Eighth grade or less

Attended high school, but did
not graduate

High school graduate

Attended college, did not qraduate

College graduate'

Has Master's degree

Has Doctor's degree

Attended other school (nurs1ng
school, barber school, business
schoo], or other)

PHE T
T

6. Are your parents employed?
Father: =~ Yes No_
Mother:  Yes No_




7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

14
For whom do your parents work? |
Father o _ Mother

Self-employed

Residential employment

-City, state, or federal government
A business or company
~_ (name )
Don t know

— e

———
PRSI

i ( |

e

what is’ your father's exact Job? (superyisor, engineer,

accountant, doctor, clerk, truck driver, teacher, or other)

What is your mother's job? (secretary, clerk, teacher,
nurse, homemaker, or other) ......... ,

Did your mother - ’ :
take homemaking 1in Jun1or high school?
~ . _take homemaking in high school?
~__take a home economics housing course in college?
don't know?

Does your mother
attend Home Demonstration club meetings?
attend Young Homemakers' meetings?
- sponsor 4-H Club groups? ' -
____Others (Name) ?

Does your mother read regu]ar]y any of the following maga-
zines?
House Beautiful .
Better Homes and Gardens
“House and Gardens
American Home
Others

H

A

What is the main source of your family's income?
__inherited savings and investments
__savings investments earned by father and/or mother
profits and fees from business or profession '
salary, monthly checks

wages, hourly wages, weekly checks

_private relief, odd jobs

— public relief, welfare, Soc1a1 Security

—don't know

Ik

In what kind of home do you 11ve?

a house _~ a duplex
an apartment - a trailer

@& garage apartment - _-other (Name]_ =~~~ -




15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

23.
24.

| 15

Does your family rent or own 1ts home?
~_rent it
own it
____buying it Ll
Other‘ (EXP]a]n . . S : e e e e e e e )
~don't know v '

Where is your home 1ocated?

in town.

within the city Timits
just outside city limits®
in the country ,

wh1ch ‘of the following does your home have?

separate living room : ' porches
living-dining room combination central heat
-~ dining area in kitchen : - _air condition-
separate family room ing
combined dining area and running water
family room , v electricity
_fireplace . : gas heat
_____Taundry room o _ electric heat
From what type mater1a1 mas your home built?
~__brick or stone ke cement blocks
wood - : A combination of
siding oo » brick or -stone
other (name) . and wood
Within the Tast two years, has your family made any home
improvements or remodeled? . Yes No
Who planned the home improvements? '
Mother Interior decora-
. Father tor
____Other (spec1fy) , ' You
How many bedrooms does your home have?
One ) : Four
Two _ : - ' More than four
Three ' ' ‘
Do you share a bedroom? ____Yes " "MNo
Do you like sharing a bedroom? - Yes - "AANo

If you do not have a bedroom to yourself, with whom do
you share?

“Sister (How many?)

Brother (How many7)

Adu]ts (How many )




25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

16

What type of furniture does your home have?
Modern and Contemporary ___Period or Traditional
Early American ~_ Combination of types -
’ Don't know

Indicate the degree of yohr satisfaction with your home
and its furnishings.

___extremely satisfied unsatisfied
sat1sf1ed extremely dissatisfied
In regard to your present home, would you like to-
~ remodel it
" buy new furniture
_move

“What do you like most about your present home?

_~_location , .~ the furnishings
~ type of house ~ " other (Name)
size of house

What do you like least about your present home?
"~ location the furnishings
—_type of house , " other (Name)
" size of house .

How much thought have you given to your future home7
~_very much none
some | ~ " don't know
very Tittle '

How much like your pareﬁts' home do you wish your future
home to be?

exactly the same : .____completely d1fferent
almost the same —__have not thought
~somewhat the same about it

After you are married, do you expect to:

rent a house i own a trailer

rent an apartment don't know-
own a house

How soon after marriage do you expect to own your own home?

~0-2 years : 15-20 years
3-5 years : do not expect to own
5-10 years don't know
Do you expect your first home to be
____brand new __10-20 years old
6 months to one year old 25 40 years old

2-5 years old 50 years or older
—__6-9 years old : : k



35.

36.

37.

~ 38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

17

How much do Kou expect your f]rst home to cost?

less than $10,000" _~ $40,000 or over
—___$10,000-15, 000 ~do not expect to own
__$20,000-30,000 ' ~_don't know :
Where do you expect your future home to be located?
~ in town ’ ‘just outside city
within the,c1ty Timits limits

in the country

What tyEe of material do you want the outs1de of your

future home to be made?
brick or stone ﬁcement-blocks
wood , '~ combination of brick
siding ' or stone and wood

____other (spec1fy)

Nh]Ch of the following do you want your future home to
haye?

separate liying room _ _fireplace

1iving-dining room porches
combination ‘ central heat

dining area in kitchen ~~ air conditioning

separate famjly room running water

combined dining area electricity
and family room gas heat

entry hall ' electric heat

laundry room

t L

How many bedrooms do you plan for your future home?

One ____Three
Two : —___Four or more
Do you expect your children to share a bedroom with some
other family member? Yes No
What type of furniture do you want in your future home?
Modern or Contemporary Period or Traditional
Early American ____Combination of types

T Don't know

Examine the types of houses illustrated on the posters.
displayed at the front of the room. Circle the number of
the one which most closely resembles the house in which
you are now living.

123 4 5 6 7 8

If none of these houses is like your present one, place
a check here. . e
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43. Which of the houses p1ctured on the posters is most like

~the house you have been p1ctur1ng as the house you would
1ike to have some day7 (P]ace its number here.)

If you cannot decwde (or cannot p1cture it), place a check
here. . . '

If none of the houses are 11ke the house you have pic~
tured, p]ace a check mark here



19

e

et
ER ]

|

; V

- Y e
— L )
I gkl I N

v+ v
- 11 a—:.,:(\\‘i‘_w
TS e

Y i 5
> \‘\\-,t' v‘.\’-? ;‘.54\\}?\ SN

3. Trailer

4. Ranch Style




it

It
i
!

5. Single Family

il

¥
H
t

e
!
t

it
N
bl

1
i

&.
4

Colonial
i

3
i
1

l‘

!

I
|

L

6.

Apartment

8.



 CHAPTER II1I

DISCUSSION 0 F FINDINGS WITH

PRESENTATION OF DATA

This study waé designed to investigate the ﬁbusfng aﬁti-
tudes and images of eighth_grade homemak ing students_enro]]ed.
in the Denton Junior High School and the North Texas Labora-
tory School. A suryey form was deyeioped by the author to
obtain: 1)_general'informatjbn'about the respondent and her
family; 2) attﬁtudes‘of the respondent toward the present !

home; and 3) images_Which the respondent held concerning a

desired future home.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENT AND THE FAMILY

One hundred gnd fifty;six eighth;grade girls at Denton
Junior High School and 50 eighth grade girls at North Texas
Laboratory School enrolled in homemaking classes during the
spring semester of 1968 were-selected for this study. The
ages of the girls ranged from 12}toA16 years; the average

age was 13.67 years.

Age of Girl : Number  Per cent
- (N=20%) B
12 R 1 0.5
13 80 - 38.8
14 115 55.8
15

or older 108

21
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0f the 206 eighth grade girls, only one'(O.SAper centf}

was 12 years of age.: Eighfy (38!8,per cenf)_gir]s wefé 13
years old, 115 (55.8 per cent) were 14 years old, and 10 -~

(4.9 per cent) were 15 years or older,

Fifty-two per cent of the eighth grade homemaking
students reported family size of two to four people and 48
per cent reported fami]y size of fiVefpersons or more. The

family size of the sample is shown below:

" Numbey in Family ~Number = Per cent
- T (f=206) —
2 12 5.8

3 34 16.5

4 62 30.1

5 42 20.4

6 ' 32 - 15.5

7 : , 9 4.4

8 or mere - . . ' 13 6.3

No response , 2 1.0

0f the 206 respondents, 88.8 per cent were living with
the father or steb—father and 95.6 per-cent were living with
the mother or step-mother.. Only 8.7 per cent reportéd hav-
ing other adults Iivfng fn the same household. Approximatgly'
39.3 per cent of the respondents had one brother; 16.0 per |
cent had‘two brothers. One sister was reported by 39.3 per
cent of the respondents, and 16.0 per cent reported having

two sisters. One per cent had four sisters, 1.5 per cent
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had five sisters, 0.5 per cent had s1x STSters,'and 0.5 per

~cent had seven s1sters

ApproXimate1y haTt'bf’the'barehts; 47. 1‘per‘cent of
the fathers and 46.1 per cent of the mothers, continued edu-” :
cation after graduat1on from h19h schoo] | Th1S is poss1b1y
due to the fact that fam11y res1dence is 1in Denton, wh1ch has
two universities. Fathers w1th a doctor's degree were
reported by 11.7 per cent of the respondents. The fathers of
a much smaller pekcentage of'the‘§1r1s, 5,8 per cent, held a
master's degreé and tathere of 16,0 per Eent_of the girls
held a bache]dr's degréet In'compaﬁison, 0;5'per cent of‘the
mothers held a doctor's degree, 4.4 per cent held a master's
degree and 18.4 per cent held a bachelor's degree. 'Trade '
school such as nurs1ng schoo] barber schdol; or busTneéé
school was attended by 3.4 per cent of the fathers and 7.3
per cent of the mothers. High schoo]Agraduat1on was reported
as the highest educational attainment for 21.4 per cent of
the fathers and 28.7 per'cent of the mothers. Only 26.2 per.
cent of the fathers and 22.3 per cent of the mothers had less
than a high school education. Educational attainment of

both parenté is illustrated in Figure I.

The home economics educational level of the mother was
found to be very high. A majority, 71.4 per cent, of the
mothers had taken a course in home economics either in junior

high school, hfgh school, or co11ege;' On1y a small percentage,
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Percentage .0
FIGURE I

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF PARENTS

U1

2

-
0 25 30

vz



5.3 per cent, of ‘th‘éj_'S-tudentS rePQ’rte‘d'fh‘at' the mother did
not take any home economics courses;A Hﬁwever; 23.3 per
cent of the students checked "don't know" in response to
this question concerning the home economi cs education‘of'the-'

mother.

In additioﬁ to tﬁe direcf quéstion cohcerning'the home
economics education of the mother, two other quesffons were
asked in order to determine whether the mother had infqr—
mation about the principles of housing from another source.
Only 9.8 per cent reported the‘mother;s»part%Cipation in
Home Demonstration Club, Yhung‘Hdmemakers’ C]ub; Garden
"Club, or 4-H Club from wﬁfch a study of housing principles
and concepts could haye been. obtained. - One hundred and‘
forty—four‘sthdents (80;5 per cent) indicated that the
~mothers read magazfnesAcontaining knowledge about housing.

0f the magazines listed, Better Homes and Gardens appeared

to be the most popularly read housing magazine; 34.3 per

cent of the students reported that mothers read it.regu1ar1y.
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Below is Tlisted the students responses concern1ng the |

magaz1nes read regu]ar]y by the mothers

Magazine i - "Number Per cent
. (N=303) :
House Beautiful : . 20 6.6
Better Homes and Gardens - 104 34.3
House and Garden ' . 45 - 14.9
American Home . 48 15.8
Others . ‘ ‘ ' :
McCalls : : o 26 8.6
Redbook : : oo 8 2.6
Ladies Home Journa] "9 3.0
Woman's Day. 12 3.9
Family Circle 15 5.0
- Good Housekeeping 16 5.3

| Approximately 93 per cent of the fathers were employed;
whereas on]y 54 per cent of the mothers were employed. Of
the fathers‘who work, 42.2 per cent worked for a business or
firm, 26.7 per cent worked‘for either ‘the city, state, or
Federal government, 21. 4 per cent were self- emp]oyed, and 3.4
~ per cent were emp]oyed in a domestic service of a private
residence. O0f the mothers who were employed, 23.3 per cent
worked for a business or ftrm,'20.9 per cent worked for the
city, state, or Federal gouernment 5.3 per cent were se]f—
employed, and 4. 9 per cent were emp1oyed in a domestic ser-

vice of a pr1vate~res1dence.

Occupat1ons of -the fathers were classified accordlng

to the McGu1re White Measurement of Soc1a] Status (14).
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Levels I and II 1nc]udé_occubatiohs'of‘a proféssioha]-rank*
such as lawyers, physicians, aﬁd teachers;:péopTe.WHb ha?é‘
at least a fodr year co]]egé degfee. Léve1$ iII:and IViinf,v
clude occupations which do not kequire}a“fourvyeaffc011ege,'M
degree and highly skilled occupationsvsuchbas foremen, v.
electricians, and carpenters. Levels V and VI are compo;ed |
of semi-skilled and unskilled workers. 'Of'the_ZOC respond-
ents, 29.6‘per cent reported'the father's occupation as being -
. in Levels I and II; 31.6 per cent~of-the fathers.ehgaged in
occupations in Levels III and IV; and 27.1 per cent in
Levels V and VI. Occupations of approximate1y.11.7 per cent

of the fathers could not be c]assified.

o~

Occupational Level . _ Number Per cent
of Father (N=206)

I and II ' T 61 - 29.6

ITI and IV - o 65 31.6

V and VI ' _ 56 27.1

No response : 24 11.7

Occupations of the mothers were also classified accord-

ing to the McGuire—WhitevMéasurement of Social Status (14).

Approximately 16.5 per cent of the mothers were engaged in
occupations which were cTassffied in LeveTs I and II; 13.6
per cent had followed occupatfons.c]assified in‘Levels 111
and IV; and 18.9 per cent in Levels V and VI. Of the 206

respondents, 91 reported the mother as being a homemaker and
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not working outside of the home;_ C]asSificationidf_occha- |

tions of the mother are shown below. :

Occupational Level © Nunber  Per cent

of Mother ' (N=206) —
I and II T 34 16.5 .
ITT and 1V Lo 28 13,6
VY and VI o 39 18.9-
Homemaker D e 91 - 44 .2.
No response ' 14 6.8

The family's main source of 1htbmé was indicated as
monthly checks by 49.5 per cent of the respohdents; Weekly
checks were named as the source of income by 25.2 per cent
of the respondents. Profits and’fees from a business‘or.
profession were given as the fami}y's sburce of income by
11.7 per cent of the respgndents.  Only 2.9 per cent indi-
cated that savings.and 1nvé§tments were a part of the family
income. Two per cent indicated that the family depended
upon private or pub]ic relief, welfare, or Social Security

as a source of family income.

The socioeconomic status of the respondents was deter-

mined by the McGuire-White Index of Social Status--Short

Form (14). Occupation, education, and source of income of
the status parent (parent who supplied bU1k of family income,
usually the father) were used in determining the}probab]e

social status of each respondent's family. A1l of the social
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class Tlevels were represented in the samp]e,.however, the«
- majority of the respondents were: in the upper m1dd1e, 1ower-r‘”

: m1dd]e, or upper lower c]ass fam111es

Only six fam111es, or 2.9 per cent werekfound to be
in the upper social ]ass,' Approx1mate1y 28.6Aper cent oﬁ
the families were in'the'upperemidd1e'c1ass, whereas 26.7
per cent were in the.1oner—midd1e’¢1ess. The_upper—]ower
class contained 31.7 per cent»and‘the.lower—lower c]ass,con;"
tained 6.3 per cent of the families. Because ef a 1ack of
complete responses, social status'qopld not be'eomputEd for.
the remaining 3.8 per cent of the famt]ies. }The soeial'

status distribution of the entire sample is shown in Table I.

THE PRESENT HOUSING OF EIGHTH GRADE GIRLS.

Features of the Present Home

Table II contains a summary of the findings of the
study relating to the features of the house_present]y occupied
by the respondents. Of the 206 respondents, 92.7 per cent
lived in a house rather than an apartment, duplex, or trailer.
The family residence was'ownediby 44.2 per cent, being pur-
chased by 30.6 per cent, and being rented by 20.9 per cent.
Three (1.4 per cent) respondents reported the present home
as the Cumberland Presbyterian Chi]dren's Home and 2;9 per

cent did not answer this question concerning present home.



SOCIAL SIATUS OF FAMILIES OF EIGHTH GRADE

TABLE I

HOMEMAKING STUDENTS

30 L

Social Class

Number

Relative Status » Per cent
Class Prediction (N=206) :

A+ . 0 0.0

A Upper b 0.5

A- o 5 2.4

B+ 5 , 19 9,2

B Upper-~middle 25 1241

B- 4 15 7.3

C+ : 16 7.8

C Lower-middle 20 9.7

C- ' ’ 19 - 9,2

D+ S 26 12.6

D Upper-Tlower 26 12.6

D- 13 6.5

E+ - 7 3,4

E Lower~-lower 2 1.0

E- S 4 1,9
8. 3.8

No response




TABLE I
FEATURES OF THE HOUSES PRESENTLY OCCUPIED BY EIGHTH

GRADE HOMEMAKING GIRLS
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Responses of Students

Features
Number Per cent
Tyﬁe of home o ,
ouse 191 BE 92.7
Apartment 5 ’ 2.4
Duplex 4 1.9
Trailer 2 1.0
Other -3 1.5
No response 1 0.5
Housing status ,
Rent 43 20.9
Own 91 44,2
Buying 63 30.6
Other ; 3 1,4
Don't know 6 2.9
Location
In town 86 41,8
Within city limits . 96 46,6
Just outside city limits - 12 5.8
In the country 12 5.8
Outside composition of house
Brick or stone 82 39,9
Wood 51 24,8
Siding 12 5.8
Cement blocks 4 1.9
Combination of brick,
stone, and wood 52 25.2
No response 1 0.5
Number of bedrooms ’
One ‘ 3 1.5
Two 26 12,6
Three 121 58,7
Four 51 24.8
Five or more | S 2.4

e
L. ——— e




TABLE IT (Continued)
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FEATURES OF THE HOUSES PRESENTLY OCCUPIED BY EIGHTH

GRADE HOMEMAKING GIRLS

Features Responses of Students
Number Per cent
Other features _
Separate living room ‘ 140 68.0
Living-dining room
combination a 58 28.2
Dining area in kitchen 127 62,1
Separate family room _ 83 1 40.3
Combined dining area and .
family vroom 38 ~18.4
Fireplace 73 ' 35.4
Laundry room 94 45,6
Porches 173 83.9
Central heat 129 62,6
Air conditioning 157 76.2
Running water 198 96.1
Electricity 197 95.6
Gas heat 149 72.3
Electric heat 43 20,9
Type furniture
Modern-Contemporary . 42 20.4
Early American 45 21.8
Period or Traditional 11 5.3
Combination of.types 86 41.8
Don't- know - 22 10.7
House style
Cape Cod cottage 12 5.8
Modern-Contemporary 11 5.3
Trailer 2 1.0
Ranch style 52 25.3
Single family 60 29,1
Colonial 25 12,1
Duplex 6 3,0
Apartment 5 2,4
None 1ike mine 32 156.5
No response R I I 0.5
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Ejghtyfejght per_éent of the students' homes were |
located in town. Apprdxim&téTy‘S}B per Céht 6f the ﬁomés‘
were located just outsidé the city limits, ahdf5:8 per éeht
were located in the country.  The exteriér of 89.9 per cent
of the homes was brick, stone, wood, or avCOMBination;of 
these three matefia]s; AblittTe over half, 58.7 per tenf, of
the reSpondénts occupied homes containing three bedrboms,
and 24.8 per cent had homes witﬁ four Bedrodms. ‘Of the 206
_respondents, 104 (68.0 per cent)'indicatéd that the present
home had a separate 1TVing‘room. - Only 28.2 per cent indicated -
having a combinéd;liyingfgj@iﬁg‘robm.::sixty-fwo pér'cent df‘ 
the houses had a dining area in the'kitcﬁen. A separate
family room was reported in 40. 3 per cent of the homes; |
whereas 18.4 per cent of the homes contained a combined dining
area and family room. ' Only 35.4 per cent of the homes had a
fireplace. A,iaundry room was reported in 45,6 per cent of
"the homes. Eighty-four ber cent of the houses had porches.
Central heat was reported in 62.6 per cent, and air condition-
ing in 76.2 per cénf of the homes. Ninety-six per cent re-
ported having running water and only 95.6 per cent had eiec—
tricity in the home. Gés heat was used in 72,3 pér cent of
the homes of the respdndents. | |

In regard to‘furnishings_of,the présent homes, 41,8 per

cent used a combination of Sty]es,_21;8-per cent used Early

American, 20;4 per tent used Modern or Contemporary, and 5,3
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per cent used Period or Traditional furn1ture ~ The house;“’
styles most frequent]y reported by the respondents were
single fam11y (29.1 per cent) and ranch style (25.3 per
cent). Fifteen per cent of.thebreSpondents indicated,tnat |

the present dwelling was not illusirated on the posteréfna

Table III contains a summery of the,findings'of'an
investigation of the reTationship between fami1y social
status and features of the present home. The social status
.c1asses were divided into three groups: upper cdase and
upper-middie class (Levels A and'B), 1bwer—m1dd1e class |
(Level C), and upper-lower class and lTower-lower class
(Levels D and E). Features of the present'home were ana1yzed
according to the three levels. Because there was a lack of
complete responses to queetions concerning occupation, edu-
cation, and income of the status perent, soeia] status could

be computed for 198 of the 206 respondents.

A highly significant’difference was fonnd by the chi
square methodAin sncia] class and the indication of possession
of a separate living room in the preeent home . A/]arger proQ
‘portion of higher socia]_c]ass,fami1ies indicated having a
separate living room than'did the lower social class families.
Social status was fonnd to be highly significant in the posses-
sion of a 1iving-dining room combination. Again, a higher
proportion of hjgher_socia1 classes indicated having a 1iving—

dining room combination. A high proportion of the lTower class



TABLE 111
RELATION OF FAMILY SOCIAL STATUS TG FEATURES
OF PRESENT HOME
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Features

Social Class Level

01

A and B c D and E| Total
(N=65) | (N=55)[(N=78) | (N=198)
Separate living room | :
Indicated having 41 25 57 123.
Did not indicate hav1ng 24 30 21 75
X?=10.595 D/F 2 P=<.01 ‘
Living-dining room | .
combination _ ¢ : o
Indicated having 22 22 11 55
Did not indicate haying 43 33 67 143
X%=13.726 D/F 2 P=<.01
Dining area in kitchen -
Indicated having : -39 27 46 112
Did not indicate hav1ng 26 28 32 86
X2=1.736 D/F 2 N.S.
Separate family room :
Indicated having 31 17 25 73
Did not indicate having 34 38 53 125
X2=4.842 D/F 2 N.S
Combined dihing area and
family room
Indicated having 15 10 3 28
Did not indicate having 50 45 75 170
X2=11.757 D/F 2 P=<.0]
Fireplace
Indicated having , 31 20 12 63
Did not indicate hav1ng ' 34 35 66 135
X2=17, 73 D/F 2 P=<.




TABLE III (Cont1nued)

RELATION OF FAIILY SOCTAL STATUS TO FEATURES

~ OF PRESENT HOME

36

Features v SOéiaI Class Leyel
' A and B| C D and E| Total
(N=65) |[(N=55)|(N=78) |(N=198)
Laundry room 1 |
Indicated having 33 29 26 88
‘Did not indicate having 32 26 52 110
. X2%=6.536 "D/F 2 P=<.05
Porches | . ‘ " '
Indicated hav1ng . 56 48 57 161
Did not indicate having 9 7 21 37
~ | X2=5,728 D/F 2 N.S. -
Central heat - o
Indicated having 52. 33. 33 118
Did not 1nd1cate having 13 22 45 80
X2=21.005" D/F 2 =<,01
Air conditioning :
Indicated having 58 44 44 146
Did not indicate having 7 11 34 52
X%=21.243 D/F 2 P=<.01
Running -water :
Indicated having 64 44 64 172
Did not indicate having 1 11 14 26
 X2=11.639 D/F 2 P=<.01
Electricity L
Indicated haying 61 47 70 181
Did not indicate having 1 A8 8 17
D/F 2 .05

X%=6.945




| TABLE 1] (Cont1nued) B
RELATION OF FAMILY SOCIAL STATUS T0 FEATURES “

OF PRESENT HOME

37

Features . | Social Class Levels
: A and B} C . |D and E | Total | -
(N=65) |(N=55)|(N=78) (N=198)
Gas heat — o ' |
Indicated having - 45 42 56 143
Did not indicate haying 20 13 22 55
X2=.765 D/F 2 N.S
Electric heat | : . v
Indicated having 9 13 13 35
Did not indicate haying 56 42 65 163
X2=2.079 D/F 2 N.S
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d1d not 1nd1cate that th1s feature was found in the. home,
'Soc1a1 status was not found to be s1gn1f1cant in the posses—
“sion of a.dining area in. the kitchen. Nelther was social
status foahd'tb be sightficant in the‘indicatfeﬁ of possession
of a separate family room, . However, there was a trend fof
the 1ower soc1a1 c]ass not to- 1nd1cate hav1ng this feature.
Social status appeared to be h1gh1y sign1f1cant in the
possess1on of a combined dining area and fam11y room. Stu-
dente of 1ewer'socia1 status did not indicate having a com-
bihed dinihg area and famiiy foom; whereas, thosekOf higher
soc1a1 status did 1nd1cate having a combined dining area and
| fam11y room. A 51gn1f1capt1y higher proportion of the upper
'c1ass, upper-middie class, and lTower-middle class indicated
having firep]ates in the present home taan did the upper-
lower and ]owef—]ower class families. A significant differ-
ence was found'betweeh the indication of possessien of a
laundry-room and family sociai_status. The aper class, upper-
middle class, and 1OWef-m1ddTe c]ase‘families indicated hav-
ing a laundry room but the upper-lower and Tower-lower class
fami]ies die not. vSocia].status‘of the family did not appear
to affect the possessjon‘of porches'on the present heme.
Central heat was indicated'inja moreAHfgh1y significant'pre—
portion of tﬁe higher soctaT ctassrhomes than in the 1ower
social status homes. A sfgnificant]y 1arger proportion of
the higher social class fami]tes indicated possessioﬁ of air

conditioning than did the 1owerasocia1,e1ass families, The
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same was true for runnfhé Water, A Térgér pfdportion of
the lower social status families did'hbt iﬁdiéaté having
runnihg water in the present home whereasvthevhigher‘soéia]
status families did have running water, One person from the
upper class and”upper-middTe class did not indicate that the
family ﬁad;running water. Thé author assumes that thfs was
én»erroF on the part of the.respbndent. Poésessioh of
éTectricity'in the present home was found to be significantly
different among the diffefent;social classes, A proportion
of the Tower social-status‘fami1ies did not tend to indicate
having eJecfricity. A‘non~significant difference was found
.betwéen social stafus and 1hdicétion of possession of gas or

electric heat.

StudeﬁtS‘fn all threé socia1vstétus 1éve]s indijcated
that the present home was furnished with a combination of
furnitqre styles. About one-third of those in the Tower
social status group indicated that the homes'Were furnished

with Modern-Contemporary furniture.

Furniture Style: o Socijal Class Level.
| ~ AandB - C D and E
“TN=65)" (N=55) (N=78)
Modern-Contemporary 12 , 9 21
Early American 16 - 11 18
Period or Trad1t1ona1' 4 2 3
Combination of styles 22 - 31 %?

No response
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Over half (48,7 per cent) of the respondents “houses -
. had three bedrooms and approx1mate1y 25, 0 per cent had four -
" bedrooms. | The number of bedrooms was c1ose1y re]ated to the
number in the fam11y and “to soc1a1 status c]ass as shown in
Table IV. The larger- number in the family and the h1gher the
social status, the greater the tendency for the family to |
have three, four, and f1ve bedrooms. An interesting observa#
t1on is that seven fam111es of five or more people occupy a

house with only one or two bedrooms.,-

Approximdte1y 54.4 per cent of the respondents reported'
that the bedroom occuPied by the student wasdnot shared with
anothervfamily member. bedrooms were.shered by 45.1‘per cent
of the réspbndents. .Approximate]y-O.S per cent of the stu-
dents did not respond to thds question, Of the respondents
who do share a bedroom, 36.9 per cent share with one sister,
3.4 per cent share with two sisters, 1.0 per cent share with
three sisters, 1.9 per cent share with one brother, and 1,9
per cent share with one or more adults, Of the 206 respond-
dents, only 29.1 per cent indicated that they liked sharing:
the bedroom and 49.0 per cent disliked sharing the bedroom.
Approximately 21. 9 per cent of the respondents d1d not

answer this question.

Analysis of the relationships of the response between
sharing the bedroom and 1) social status, 2) Tiking or dis-

1iking sharing the bedroom, and 3) plans for the respondent's



- TABLE IV

~ FACTORS AFFECTING NUMBER OF BEDROOMS

CIN PRESENT HOME

_4T Q

Factor

: NUmber bf Bedrooms

1" and 2

P=<.01

3 4 and 5§ Total
Number in family o T
2 to-4 people 22 76 16 114
5 or more people 7 45 38 90 .
| Total: | 29 | 121 54 204
X2=22.219 D/F 2 . P=<.01 |
Social -Status : .
Level A and B S 33 | 31 65
Level C 8 33 14 '55
Level D and E 16 51 11 78
Total 25 117 56 198
X2=25.836 D/F 4




future ch]]dren to share the bedroom w1th another fam11y t~n
» member was made. The ana]vs1s 1nd1cated fewer respondents

" of the higher soc1a1 status shar]ng the. bedroom w1th another
family member than those in 1ower status classes. A h1gher
prOport1on of the 1ower soc1a1 c]ass respondents shared the
bedroom than d1d not A The d1fferences were h1gh]y signifi-
cant; however, there were some respondents 1n all social
classes who did share a bedroom. In response to the question
“Do you Tlike sharing your bedroom7“ the difference-between
those who share and those ‘who do not was highly significant.
The respondents who share a bedroom tend to Tike shar1ng it.
'Those who do not share aabedroom do not like to share it.

An interesting dtfference was found between the respondents
who do share and those uho do not share as to the plans for
the future ch11dren s shar1ng of the bedroom, .Those girls
who share a bedroom now p]an for the1r future children to
share; th1s indicated a favorab]e att1tude toward sharing
the bedroom. However, those who do not share a bedroom do
not plan for their future ehi]dren to share;fthis indicated
a negative attitude toward sharingu' Ana]xsis~of social
status, sharing the bedroom, andvplans for future children

~are shown in Table V.

Attitudes Toward the Present Home

A majority, 87.9 per cent, of the students reported

“satisfaction" or ?extreme satisfaction" with the present



B - TABLE'Y
FACTORS AFFECTING.STUDENTS' SHARING OF BEDROOM

Factor = : Do _you share.youk'bedroom?

Yes No “Total

Social status

Level A and B~ - 16 49 | 65

Level C ' 23 32 ‘ 55

Level D and E L a 31 78

Total 186 | 112 198
X2=18.336 D/F 2 P=<.01

Do you 1ike sharing bedroom

Yes o ! 50 R

No - | 40 61 101
Total ~ . 90 ‘ 71 161
X2=27.586 D/F 1 p=<.01

Do you plan for your children
to share their bedrooms?
Yes . 28 18 46

No : , . 64 90 154
Tctal ' 9?2 108 - 200

 X2=4,509  D/F 1 P=<.05
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home and only 12.1 per cent of the students reported "dis-
satisfaction" with the presenf home, The degreé of satis-

faction with the present home is shown below:

Degree of Satisfaction Number Per cent

"With Present Home . (N=206)
Extremely satisfied . 54 26,2
Satisfied A : 127 61,7
Dissatisfied 22 10.7

1,4

Extremely dissatisfied. . 3

Respondents were asked what wasiTiked most about the

- present home. Fifty-five students (26,6 per cent) indicated_
-that'thé present 1ocatioﬁkwas-the most liked feature of the-

present home. Fourteen per cent of the students indicated

the size. of the presenf home'wasAmost-satisféctory. Approxi-‘
“mately 9.2 per cent liked the furnishings of the present

home best; whereas 7.8 per cent liked thé type of house.; The

remaining respondents indicated all of the above mentioned

features as things most liked about the present house.

Least.liked feature about the present home was indicated
as‘the size by 23.3 per éeﬁt of the‘respondents. The location
‘was also least liked by'23;3,per‘cent.df the respondents. .The
type of house was dis]iked mosﬁ by 12;6 per cent 6f the .
respondehts and the furnishings were disliked by 11.7 per cent.

Approximately 25 per cent did npt'respohd to~this'question,
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In response to the qLest1on concern]ng whet the
- respondent would 11ke to change about the present home, 26.7
. per cent indicated that they wou]d 11ke to mOVe Remode11ng‘
the present home was preferred by 25 7 per cent of the
respondents, and 21.9 per eent would Tike to buy new furnt?p

ture.

In Regard to the Present Number Per cent
Home, Would Like to: - (N=2006) ’
Remode] i : : R 53 25,7
Buy new furn1ture o 45 21.9
Remodel and buy furniture , 5 2,4
Buy new furniture and move . 8 3.9
Move 55 26,7
No response ' ‘ o 40 19,4

Slightly over 70 per cent»of the respondents 1nd1ceted
that the family had remodeled or made improvements in the
present home within the past two years.‘ Only 28.2 per cent
of the respondents reported that no remodeling had been done
during the past two years. Ana1ysis of the relation between
social status and the remodeiing or improving of the present
home indicated that,there was no significant difference

" between social classes. However, there was less remodeling



‘among the upper c]ass and upper m1dd1e c]ass fam111es than

- among those 1in the other groups

SOc1a1’Statg§_ R ffRemode11ng ImprOVements‘
' ’» o Yes o .ﬂg Total

Level A and B . . 39 26 65

Level C R 37 15 52

Level D and E : 61 17 78

Total _ : -137 58 195
X2=5.689 D/F 2 N,S,

Studenté'indicated fhat imprdvements wefé.planned
jointly by both the mother and father in 31.1 per cent of the
homes. P1anning was done by the father in only 13,6 pek cent
of the homes and by the mother in 13.1 per cent of the homes
The respondent was 1nc1uded in the planning of.home 1mprove-
ments by 11.6 per cent of the families. An interior decorator
‘was consulted by 6.3 per cent of}the families. Another fami}y
member or a builder planned improvements in 2.3 per cent of
the homes. No resbonses w;re given to the question concern-
ing remodeling and improvements by 33.5 per cent of the

respondents,

A chi square analysis was done on the factors which
affect the satisfaction with the present home. Findings from

the analysis are summarized in Table VI,
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- SUMMARY OF FACTORS AFFECTING SATISFACTION OF PRESENT HOME

u ~ Factors ' Sét%sfied Dissatisfied|Total
Educational atta1nment ofﬁ v | S |
father e - ,
<High school .=~ .48 . 6 54
High school graduate -39 5 44
Attended college 14 -7 21 .
College graduate 73 "3 76
Total L 174 21 195
X2=14.511 D/F 3 P=<.01
Educational attainment of R
mother s ,
<High school : 032 14 46
High school graduate - 53 6 59
Attended college 30 2 32
- College graduate - 59 2 61
Total - 174 24 198
X2=20.079 D/F 3 P=<.0]
Number in fémi]y o '
2 to 4 people 92 16 - 108
5 or more people 87 9 96
Total 179 25 204
X2%=.,986 D/F 1~ N.S.
Occupational level of father
I and IT 55 6 61
IIT and IV 54 11 65
Y and VI 51 5 56
Total 160 22 182
X2=2.336 D/F 2 N.S
Social class leyel -
Level A and B 60 5 65
Level C 43 11 54
Level D and E 69 9 { 78
Total I S ¥ 4/ R es ) 197
D/F 2. N.S.

o xrea3is
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‘ SUMMARY OF FACTORS AFFECTING SATISFACTION OF PRESENT HOME

‘ Factors Satisfied Dissatisfied Total
Home econom1cs educatlon of :
mother v
Took home economics course 126 21 147
- Did not take home economics 55 -4 59
Total : 181 25 206
| _X2=1.620 D/F 1 N.S.
Housing magazines read by
mother : .
Reads housing magaz1nes 144 - 21 165
Does not read magazines 36 4 40
Tota]"' , 180 25 205
X2=.047 D/F_1 N.S
Home improyements or re- -
modeling within past two
years ‘ _
Have remodeled 127 18 145
Have not remode]ed ' - 5] 7 25
Tota] 178 25 203
X%=.036 "D/F 2 N.S.
Bedroom shared with an- _
other family member A
Shares bedroom 73 20 93
Does not share bedroom 108 4 112
Total 181 24 205
X2=14.080 D/F 1- P=<.01
Improvements desired of
present home o
Remodeling 52 6 58
Buy new furn1ture - 49 8 57
Move 55 5 60
Total 156 19 175
X2=.99]1 D/F 2 N.S
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. Chi square ana]ysis of the data revea]ed that satis~'
faction or dissatisfaction with the present home is inf]u-
enced by the educationa1 attainment of the parents A highiy =
significant difference was found between the'educationai
attainment of the father and the satisfaction of the respond-'_
ent with the present home. Of all the educational 1eve1s, .
more people were satiSfied with the present home than were
dissatisfied. However, there was a high]y.significant trend
for the respondents with fathers having higher education'to -
be more satisfied with the present home, A trend also existed
toward respondents with parents who attended.coilegevbut did
not graduate to be less satisfied with the present home than’
respondents whose fathers Were coilege_graduates; The:eddea-
tional attainment of the mother also was highly significant
in affecting the reSpondent's satisfaction with the present
home. The trend was toward being more satisfied with the
present home where the educational attainment of the mother
was higher. The dissatisfied respondents' mothers tended to
have lower educationai attainment and the most satisfied

respondents'_mothers were'coiiegepgraduates.

Famiiy size was found to be non- Significant in. affecting
the satisfaction of the respondent with the present home,
However, a higher proportion of larger families (five or more

people) tended to be satisfied than were smaller families.



Chi square analysis showed bccupationaI Teyel of the
father to be non-significant in affecting fhekrespondent's
‘satisfactfon with the pfeSént home. A hjgher prOporfion'of
the respondents whose}fatﬁerfé occupatioﬁ'appeared in Level

ITI and IV tended to be dissatisfied with the present home.

Satisfaction with pfésent home was not found to be
1nf1uenced‘by the socialkstatué'of the fahi1y; “Home economics:
education of the mother also was found to be a non—signfficanti
“factor in this study. However, of the 147 mothers wﬁo took
a course in home economics 126 daughters were satisfied with
the present home. Of the 59 mothers who did not téke homé-
making, 55 of the daughte}s wére éafisfied. Chi square
analysis did not show thgt the mother reading ﬁousing maga-
zines regularly was a sjgnificant factor in the daughter's
satisfaction with the home. . Of the 165 mothers who did read
regularly a magazine from which a knowledge of the principles
of housing could come, 144 of the daughters wefe satisfied
with the home. Of the 40 mothers who did not read regularly
housing hagazines,_36 of’the daughters.were satisfied with

the present home.

Remodeling or improving the presént home within the past
two years wasvnot a significant factor.in the satisfaction or
dissatisfaction of the present hohe. Neither did the pro-
portion of satisfiedvand dfssétisfied respondents differ
according to the‘desire td reﬁode], buy new furniture, or

move from the preseht home.



5 vBedroomSVWereiﬁharéd by 45;1'pe?~centnbf‘theiréspoﬁd-
‘ents.’ 0f the 206 fespohdeﬁts, only 29,1 pér cent indicated
‘tﬁat‘they liked sharing the bedroom and 49.0 bef‘ceﬁﬁwihdi—
¢ated a dislike for sharing the bedroom. Further ané1ysis;
reyeg]gd.that the respondents who share the bedfoom 1Tké to;
share it'apd thosé who,dolnot[Shére thé bedfoom dovnot,1ike
to sharé.it,‘}Chifsquare éohpdtatioh indiéafed a:hjgh]y‘sig-
nifiCantvdifference existed bétwéén'the satisfaction With_
present home and sharing of'the bedroom witﬁ anqther family :
member; Respondents_shariﬁg’é bedroom tended to Eé dissatis-
fied withvthé present home . VA'high‘proportion.Of the respOnd-
| entsvnot sharingfthé Eednoom were more'satisfied than the
othef grdup. B

HE- HOUSING IMAGE OF EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS

¢ am—

- Thought GTVen to Future Home

The "housing image" aé aefined fn'Chapter I is a mental
picture or vision of one's future home. When the survey form
was answered a large majority, 83.0 per cent, of‘fhe eighth
grade homeméking students indicated that some thought had

‘been given to a future home and that the "image house" had
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been established in the minds of the students.'"Amqﬁht-of'

(thoUghtfgivén to a desired fdtufejhome,is shown below.

Amount of Thought Given - Number Per cent
"~ to Desired Future Home (N=206) - .
Very much ) A - 12 34,9
Some : S 799 48,1
Very little ) ' 22 - 10.7
None - ' : SRR 8 3.9
2,4

~Don't know - - -5

Four factorstwere inVesfigated for the1r s1gnif1cance
in determining.the amount 6f thought the respondent  had given
to the desired image home. Satisfaction or dissatisfaction
wfth the present home apparently did not have a direct éffect
upon the ambunt of thought which had been given to the -image
house: a 1a;ge majority of both the satisfied and dissatis-
fied respondents 1nd1cated7h0ch thought had been given to the

image house.

Satisfaction Thought Given to Future Home.
of Home Very Much or Some Little or None
“Number Per cent Number Per cent

Satisfied 149 72.3 32 15.5

Dissatisfied 22 10.7 3 1.5

Total 171 83.0 35 17.0

A chi square analysis showed that the home economics

education of the mother did not significantly influence the
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respondent'in,the dmount'of'thought.gtuen to future home. _The
dsample is~apparent1y‘satISerd‘with:the present home, yet

g1ves much thought to the future 1mage house. A non- s1gn1f1—
cant d1fference between soc1a1 status and thought g1ven to
future 1mage house was found.. A trend was 1nd1cated toward

a higher proport1on of the respondents from the h1gher social
class 91v1ng more thought to the future home than of reSpond-
ents from the lower social cIass; however, th1s could not be
determined statisticeIIy..'Famin size does not significantly
affecththe amount of'thought the respondent has given to the
image house: A higher proportion of respondents from smaller
famiIIes‘hadgiven Iess thought‘to,the'image house,(TabIe

VII‘);_

Features:gf'the Image House

| Tab]e VIII conta1ns a summary of the f1nd1ngs relating
to the features of the hous1ng images of e1ghth grade home-
making students enrolled in the Denton Junior High School and
the North Texas Laboratory School dur1ng the spr1ng semester
of 1968. From a study of the data in Table VIII, the follow-

ing housing images were formu]ated{

Over one-half of the respondents, 57.8 per cent, expect
to begin housekeeping in an owned house; but, only 7.3 per
cent expect to begin housekeeping in a rented house. A

rented apartment was visualized by .20.9 per cent, Home
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TABLE Y11 | |
SUMMARY OF FACTORS AFFECTING AMOUNT OF THOUGHT
" GIVEN TO IMAGE HOUSE

S

Amount of thought given to

. Factors . ,1 .- future house
o ' Some or |Very Little | Total
Much - | or None

]

Homemaking education of ‘mother

Took home economics classes 122 25 147

Did not take home econom]cs - 49 10 -~ 59
Tota] : 171 35 206
X2=O - D/F 1 . N.S.

1 Social class level

A and B | | 49 17 66

c 35 20 55

D and E e 49 . 28 77

Total - 133 65 198
X2=2.276 D/F 2 N.S. |

Family size

2 to 4 people -~ .| 105" 23 | 128

5 or more people | - 65 11 76
Total -1 170 . 34 204

X2=.2170 - D/F 1~ N.S.




TABLE yIin

FEATURES OF THE IMAGE HQUSE PICTURED BY EIGHTH

,' GRADE HOMEMAKING GIRLS

Features Responses of Students
‘ ‘ Number Per cent
‘Place to beg1n housekeep1ng ‘ _
Rented house 15 7.3
Rented apartment 43 20.9
Owned house 119 57.8
Owned trailer 3 1.4
Don't know 26 12.6
Home ownership expected
within following number
~of years-after marriage :
0-2 years 47 22.8
3-5 years 70 34,0
5-10 years 31 15.0
15-20 years ' 10. 4.9
Do not expect to own 4. 1.9
Don't know 44 21.4
Age of first home
New _ 82 39,8
6 months to one year 35 17,0
2-5 years 55 26.7
6-9 years 16 7.8
10-20. years 3 1.4
50 years or older 2 1.0
No response 13 6.3
Cost of first home
Less than $10,000 9 4.4
$10,000-15,000 ’ 43 - 20.9
$20,000-30,000 48 23,3
$40,000 or over 18 8.7
Do not expect to own c 2 1,0
Don't know 86 41.7
Location of first home
In town 29 14.1
Within city 11m1ts . 91 44 1
Just outside city limits L 22 10,7
In country - 56 27,2
No response 8 3.9




TABLE VIII (Cont1nued) | _
FEATURES OF THE IMAGE HOUSE PICTURED BY EIGHTH

. GRADE HOMEMAKING GIRLS
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Features Responses of Students
Number Per cent
0uts1de compos1t1on of house - : _
Brick or stone 127 61.7
Wood 8 3.9
Cement blocks -3 1.4
Combination of brick, B -
stone and wood 62 ©30.1
Other 4 1.9
No response - 2 1.0
Number of bedrooms ‘
One 1 0.5
Two 10 4.9
Three 79 38.3
Four or more 112 54.4 -
No response 4 1,9
Other features desired '
Separate 1iying room 154 74,8
Living-dining room ‘
combination 49 23,8
Dining area in kitchen 99 48,1
Separate family room 142 68.9
Combined dining area and
family room 42 20.4
Entry hall 183 88.8
. Laundry room 191 92,7
.Fireplace .192 93.2
Porcies 179 86.9
Central heat - 181 87.9
Air conditioning 196 95,1
Running water 103 98.5
Electricity 196 95,1
Gas heat 102 49,5
Electric heat 32,0

66




57 .

| TABLE VIII CCont1nued) L
FEATURES OF THE IMAGE HOUSE PICTURED BY EIGHTH

GRADE HOMEMAKING GIRLS

_Features Responses of Students
' ' Number Per cent
- Type furniture
“Modern or Contemporary 72 35.0
Early American . 64 31.0
Period or Traditional 12 5.8
Combination of types 24 11.7
Don't know 33 16.0
No reronse 1 0.5
House style :

Cape Cod cottage 2 1.0
Modern-Contemporary 72 35.0
Trailer 0 0.0
Ranch style 37 18.0
Single family 5 2.4
Colonial 52 25.2
Duplex 3 1.5
Apartment 1 0.5
Cannot decide 15 7.2
None like it - 18 8.7
No response 1 - 0.5




ownersh1p was: expected by 22 8 per cent within the f1rst two
years of marr1age Th1rty four per cent expected home
ownersh1p within three to flve years of. marr1age and 15 per
cent did not know-when home ownersh1p‘was expected. A new
home was pictured as the*ftrst;home by 39,8 per_Cent:of the
students. Seventeen per cent expectedpthetfirét'hdme to be
under one year o]dpehd 26d7.per cent'expected‘the age of the
hodse to be between_two and five yearg old, S]jght]y leés |
than half (41.7 per cent) ot’the eighth:grede_gir1s had no
idea of the cost of theﬂimagebhOQSe. Fortyéfourwper cent of .
the respondents desiredvthe first home to cost between
'$105000 and $30,000. 'The image home would be located within
the city.]imtts by 44.1 pertcent of the respondents. Twenty-
seven per cent prefetred the country and}approximately 11 per
cent preferred the first home to be located just outside the
city limits.. Fourteen pefmcent would locate the house in
town. Approximately 91.8 per cent desired the exterior of
the image house to be brick, stone, or wood or a combination

of these three materials.

The house pictured by the‘eighth.grade girts would have
three (38,3'per cent) or four (54.4 per ceht) bedrooms, Of
tﬁe 206 respondedts, 154 (74.8 per cent) desired a separate
Tiving room. Twenty-three per. cent'desired a 1iv1ng¥din1ng
room combinatijon. A dining area in the k1tchen was preferred

by 48.1 per cent of the students.' A separate famlly room was

o
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’p1ctured by 68 9 per cent of the respondents whereas 20 4 per
cent de51red a comb1ned d1n1ng area and fam11y room. An entry'
hall was des1red by 88 8 per cent The 1aundry room uas a1so
very highly expected 1n the 1mage house by 92.7 per cent of -
the girls. Another popu1ar feature of the 1mage house was. a ‘
fireplace (93.2 per cent). Approx1mate1y 86.9 per,cent of the'
respondents expected to have porChes on the image house. .
Eighty-seven per cent of the:reSpendents desired central heat
~and 95.71 per cent expected to have air conditioning.'vRunndng
water (98.5 per cent) and’e]ectricityl(95.1 per cent) was’
desired in the image house. Gas heat was preferred by 49:5
per cent of the girls whereas electric heat was preferred by
32 per cent. Modern or Contemporary (35.0 per cent) and.Ear1yl
American (31.0 per cent) were popular choices of furniture
styles in the 1mege house: Sixteen per cent did not yet knon
what type furniture was desired. Although the style ef house
was not clearly formu]ated by approximately 16.6 per cent; the
Modern-Contemporarx_(35.0,per‘cent) and the Colonial (25.2 per
cent) were selected as desirabie E1ghteen per cent of the

students preferred a ranch style image house.

Relationship of Social Status and

Features of Image House

Table IX contains a summary of the findings concerning
the re]ationship'between the family social status and features
which were 1nd1cated by the respondents as being desirable for

the 1mage house. The social status classes of the fam111es
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SUMMARY OF FAMILY SOCIAL STATUS AND FEATURES
OF IMAGE HOUSE
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Features Social Class Leyel
: A and By C D and E| Total
(N=65) [(N=55)[(N=78) |(N=198)

Separate living room 1
Plan to have 48 | 45 ¢ B3 - 146
No response 17 10 25 52

X*=3.162 D/F 2 N.S.

Livihgfdining.room

combination - ‘

“Plan to have 18 12 19 49

No response 47 43 59 149
X%=.555 D/F 2 N.S.

Dining area in kitchen :
Plan to have 37 30 32 g9 -
No response 28 25 46 99

x2=4.212 D/F 2 N.S H

Separate family room
Plan to have 49 37 45 131
No response 16 18 33 67 |

x%=4.996 D/F 2 N.S.

Combined'dining area

and family room

Plan to have 9 10 23 42

No response 56 45 55 156
x%=5.682 D/F 2 N.S.

Entry hall -

Plan to nave 57 53 65 175
No response 8 2 13 23
D/F 2 N.S.

X2=5.457




SUMMARY OF FAMILY SOCIAL STATUS AND FEATURES

TABLE IX (Cont1nued)

OF IMAGE HOUSE
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Do not plan to

.Featufés:' Social Class Llevel
' ' A andB| C D and E| Total
(N=65]) [(N=55)|(N=78) |(N=198)
‘.Poréhes~ '
~ Plan to have 58 38 59 155
No response 7 17 19 43
 X?=7.655 D/F 2 P=<.05
Gas heat o '
Plan to have - 36 23 35 94
No response ’ 29 32 43 104
© X2=2.512 D/F 2 N.S.
Electric heat .
Plan to have 19° 25 22 66
No response 46 30 56 132
X?=5.103 D/F 2 N.S.
Laundry room : o
“Plan to have : 62. 54 68 184
Do not plan to have 3 1 10 14
Firep1ate '
Plan to have 61 50 63 180
Do not plan to have 4 2 12 18
Central heat '
Plan to have - 61 54 63 180
Do not plan to have 4 5 15 24 .
‘Running water -
Plan to have 64 54 73 191
Do not plan to have o 1 5 7
Electricity . _ .
Plan to have , 65 52 70 187
have 0 3 8 11




of the students were d1v1ded 1nto three groups._ 11 upper

c]ass and upper- m1dd]e c]ass, 2) 1ower=midd1e cless, and 3)
upper-lower ahd 1ower-1owerfc1ass.' Feature5>of the Tmage ‘
house were studied aceohding to these three.sec{al class “

-]eve1s.

Analysis of‘the déta revealed that social stétus was a
non-signiffcant'factbr'in influencing the desire to haVe the
_following features in the image house: separate 1iving room,
Tiving-dining room comb1nat1on, dining area 1n kitchen, a
separate family room, combined d1n1hgvarea and family room,
entry hall, gas heat,‘and e]ectric heatv Regard]ess of social
status, most of the respondents p]anned to have the f0110w1ng
_features in the image house separate living room, separate
family room, and entry ha]] Features which receiyed the
highest proportion of "no response,ﬁ indicating no des1re to
have this feature in the image house, were: 11N1hg=dtnthg
room combination and combined dining area and fami]y‘room.
The respondents wéhe fairly evenly divided as to desire of
having a dining area in the kttchen“and gas or electric heat.
A signtficant difference was found between social stetus and
indication of expectations of the 1magebhouse haying porches.

A1l social status groups tended to want this feature.

Features which could not be ana]yzed by the chi square
method, but wh1ch the respondents 1nd1cated as desirable for

the image house, were: 1aundry room, f1rep1ace, centra] heat



runn1ng water, and e]ectr1c1ty
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| A study of the data concern-

. 1ng these features 1nd1cates that features which the respond-

ents of the upper- 1ower and 1ower-10wer-c1ass do not already

have in the present home are not expected in the future image

house.

Regardless of social StatUs;,the;Modern-Contempbrary

style and the Colonial house style were popular choices for

the image house. House styles preferﬁed'by the respondents

are shown below.

"HOuse StX1e

Cape Cod cottage
Modern- -Contemporary
Trailer

Ranch style
Single family
Colonial

Duplex
Apartment
Cannot decide
None Tike it
Total

Social Class Level
Aand B~ C ~ D and E
(Né65) (N=55) - (N=78)

0 0 4
20 23 23
3 0 0
8 7 19
1T 2
18 11 18
0 1 2
0 0 1
5 3 6
10 3 3
65 49 78

RELATIONSHIP BETNEENVATTITUDES AND IMAGES

Eighty-eight per cent of the respondents reborted satis-

faction with present home and only 12.1 per cent indicated

dissatisfaction with the present home. In response to a ques-.

tion concerning how.much'thé 1mage'house'wqu1q be 1ike the



present home, 43 2 per cent preferred the 1mage house to be
similar to the parenta] home and 56 8 per cent 1nd1cated it
would be d1fferent Resemb]ance of 1mage house to parenta]

home 1is shown below.

How Much Like Parents' Home t‘Number " Per ‘cent

is Desired Future Home? ' N=206) ~
-~ Exactly the same o 5 2.5
Almost the same N 5.3
Somewhat the same . 73 35.4
Completely different T3 - 35.4
Have not thought about 1t C 42 20.4
1.0

No response - 2

Similarity of Features

A chi square analysis was made on ownership of present
family home and ownership of the desired future home, Present
ownership and future expectations of ownership did not differ

significantly.

Hous1ng Status of ~ Expect to:
‘ Fam11y - Rent Rent Own
, B “House Apartment House
Rent 7 g 25
Own o ‘ : 8 33 .87

Total -~ = o015 42 112

 X2=4.646  D/F2 N,s,
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A study of present 1ocat10n of famxly home in contrast
to the expected location of the image house revea]ed that
most of the respondents were p]eased wlth the present loca-
tion and desired the future image houeedto be in the same
type,]ocetion}‘ The‘preferred locations of the image house

in contrast to the present location of home is shown below.

Locat1on of Present ' - Expected Location of
‘ Home B ‘ Image House
: C Within City
k Town ~  Limits Country
In town ’ 24 - 35 27
Within city 11m1ts -3 50 35
In country B - 2 , 6 16

" Total 29 .91 78

Appromimately 2.4'per cent of the respondents lived in
houses with five or more bedrooms, 24.8 per cent had four
bbedrooms,»58.7 per cent had three;bedrooms, 12.6 per cent nad
two bedrooms, and 1.5 per.cent had one bedroom. Chi square
analysis of the number of bedroomsfin“present house and
number,ot hedrooms expected in the image house showed that
a highly significant]y proportion desired a larger number of
.bedrooms than the present home possesses Respondents a1ready

having four and five bedrooms d1d not desire more bedrooms
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in the image house, ey1dent]y these respondents fee1 that

four and five bedrooms w111 be adequate.

f Bedfooms

Expect Image House - " Number .
to Have ' 1 and Z 3 4 and 5
Same number of bedrooms 3 47 27
Larger numbey of bedrooms .25 70 Q
Total , : o - 28 17 27
X2=47.298 "D/F 2  P=<.01

A very highly significant difference was found when the
chi square method was applied to the style of furnishings in
the present home and the style of. furnishings selected as
desirable for the image house., Respondents chose furnishings
for ﬁhe imaoe house which_Were different from the furnishings
in the present home, indicating dissatisfaction with present

. style of furnishings.

Factor - Furnishings Desired for
B Image House
Same . Different Total

Style furnishings -~ ' S
in present home- 61 - 117 183

X2=16.566 D/F 2~ P=<,01

Comparison of_the_housé style chosen for the image house
with the house style of the pfesent house showed a highly

significant‘diffekence,' The trend was toward the respondents



des1r1ng a house d1fferent from the house style of the

present home.

" Factor ‘ , " House Style of Image House
; : - Same D1fferent otal —
Present house v : 34 171 205
X2=45.77 D/F 2 P=<,01

- Influence of Education ‘and Social Status

Three factors, educatidn of father,‘education of’mother,
and socjal status of family were analyzed to determinévinflu-
encé‘upon the resbondent;s désirabi]ity to have image house
similar to present home. The education of the father was
found to be a highly significant factor. As the education of
the father increased, the proport%on of respondents desiring
the future home to be comb]ete]y differenf from present home
increased. Respondenté whose’fathefs had a high school edu-
cation or less desifed the future home to be the same as the
present ﬁohe; The éducation of theumofher was not found to
be a significant factdr in the’daughtef's desire to have the
future home same or comp)ete]y different from thg present -
| home. Social statu$ of the fémi1y was aTso‘found to be non-
sigﬁificant in this aspect of the imagé house. A trend toward

the upper class and the'upper—midd]e‘c1ass desiring the image
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home to be the same was found : The 1owef socfa1 status
- groups tended to des1re an 1mage house complete]y different

from the present home (Tab]e X)



TABLE X
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RELATIONSHIP OF EDUCATION OF PARENTS AND SOCIAL STATUS

TO SIMILARITY OF IMAGE HOUSE TO PRESENT DWELLING

How much like parents

home is

X2=1.1913

""Factors jmage house?
o S Completely|Haye Not
Same Different |Thought {Total
Education of father
" High school graduate |
or less 49 26 23 98
Attended college or _ - '
above 41 ' 45 11 97
Total 90 71 34 195
X2=10.038 D/F 2 P=<.01
‘ Educatioﬁ of mother
High school graduate :
or less 46 . 38 22 106
Attended college or o
above 42 . 35 15 92
Total 88 73 37 198
X%=.,648 D/F 2 N.S.
Social class Tlevel T | |
A and B 34 | 20 0 54
C : 25 24 0. 49
D and E 29 1 27 0 56
Total .88 71 0 159

D/F 2 _ _N.S.



 CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEND AT 0 N.S

The overall purpose of this study was to inyestigate
the attitudes toward and the images of housing held by eighth
grade homemaking students enro]]edbin Denton Junior High

School and in the North Texas Laboratory School during the
spring semester of 1968. Specific purposes of the stddy‘
were:

1) to ascertain housing attitudes’and images

which were held by eighth grade homemaking
girls;

2) to determine whether a re]at1onsh1p exists

‘between the expressed housing attitudes and
images of eighth grade girls and various
factors such as educational background of
the parents, home economics education of the
mother, socioeconomic status of the family,
size of the family, and type of present
home, and

3) to draw’ 1mp11cat1ons for the eighth grade

’ hous1ng curr1cu1um

A survey form designed and administered by the author
was used to obtain the data. The "Survey of Housing Attitudes"
was adm1n1stered to the eighth grade homemak1ng students dur-
ing a class period prior to a study of the housing unit in

the eighth‘gradevcurriculum. This time was specifically
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chosen. by the inVestiqator'in'order'thatvthe students' attié'
jtudes and images wou]d not be influenced by a study of the |

pr]nc1p1es of hous1ng
SUMMARY

‘The sample consisted of 206 eighth grade girls whose
ages rahged,from 12 years to 16 years. Educational attain-
ment of the students' parents was'high with almost half of
the parents continuing educat1on after ﬁ]gh school graduatlon.
A maJor1ty of the mothers had some formal home economics
education. 'A]] soc1a1 classes were represented in the sample;

| however,'the majority of .the reépondentsfwere of the upper-

midd]e‘e]ass, lower-middle class, or upper-lower class.

The t&pica1 home. presently occupied by the ayerage
}respondentdwas a brick.or stone three or four bedroom house
Tocated in town. The home was either owned or being purchased
by the family. A ma30r1ty of the re5pondents homes had a
‘separate Tiving room, a d1n1ng area in the k]tchen, a laundry
room, and porches. Central heat was reported in. a little
over'one-half of the homes-and air conditioning was found in
:three fourths of the ‘homes. ~Almost one half of the homes were
furn1shed w1th a combination of d1fferent sty]es of furniture,
while the other half were furn1shed with either Modern-
Contemporary or Ear]y American furn1ture. The style of the

house tended to be e1ther the s1ng]e family or ranch sty]e



A 51gn1f1cant re]atlonshfp was found between social
’status of the fam11y and certain features of the present
famfly home features found in the higher social status
homes‘but_not indioated as being in the lower social class
homes Were- separate 11v1ng room, living- dining room com-
b1nat1on, combfnat1on d1n1ng area and family room, firep1ace,
'1aundry room, central heat, air conditioning, running water,
'and e]ectr]ctty. Social status was nOt found to be an influ-
entiaT factor with the fo]]owing features: .dining area in
the k1tchen, separate fam11y room, porches, gas heat and

e]ectrlc heat

'Almost‘half ofuthenrespondents shared a bedroom’wfth
another fam11y member. Fewer respondents of the hfgher social
c]asses reported shar1ng, whereas more reSpondents of the
- Tower soc1a1ac1asses tended to share a bedroom. The respond-
‘ents who share indicated a faVOrab1e attitude toward sharfng
and reported expettations that the future children would
share a bedrodm‘wjth other fami}y memhers, Those not sharihg
the hedroon'revealed a negative attitude toward sharing, in
that they reported a dislike of sharing and no plan for the

future children to share.

Satisfaction with the present home was indicated by a
large majority of the respondents (87.9 per cent), Educa-
tional atta1nment of the parent was found to be the most

1nf]uent1a] factor re]ated to sat1sfactlon W1th the home
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The h1gher the educatlona1 1eve1 of the parents, the more
1ikely the reSpondents wou1d indicate satisfaction with the
presenﬁ]y occupjed home'; Shar1ng the bedroom was a factor
whfchfinflyenced‘satfsfaction with present home.  Those not
sharing tended to be more satisfied with the present home
than those reSpondents»Who shared a bedroom, Recent remodel-
ing, social status of.the family,‘family size, or occupational
level of the parent did not'appear‘to be a significant influ- |
“ence on the degree of satisfaction felt by the respohdent
in the present home. Neither was the mother's home economics
education found to be'direct1y related to the dayghter!s

satisfaction with the present home,

If given the opportunity to change the present home,
approximately one-third,e% the respondents would remodel it,
dne-thfrd would buy new. furniture, and'one—third would move.
STightly fewer: than three-fourths of the students reported.
remodeling or improving the present-home within the past two
years. The studeht.was included in the planning for these
improvements in 11.6 per cent of the families. Oniy 6.3 per
cent of the families consulted an interior decorator. The
6ther parents tended to plan 1mprovements either jointly or

separately.

Eighth qrade girls do think about the‘future home, and
they have formu]ated 1deas concern1ng housing. Data from

th1s study 1nd1cated that 83 per cent of the 206 respondents'
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had glven thought to the des1red future home. Th1s agrees-'
with Ant1ey s (1) conc1u51on that housing images are formed
by the time students are in the eighth grade, if not before..
Data revea]ed that 90.2 per cent of the e1ghth grade g1rls
and boys in the Antley 1nvestigatton had given thought to
the future home;. Herring (9) aiso found that 93'per cent of
the ejghth thtough e]éVenth graders surveyed indicated hav-
ing given "much" or "some" thought to their future home,

Older students had-given more thought than younger ones.

Four factors were analyzed to determine their influ-
ence on the amount of thought the respondents had given to
the ‘present home. The factors were: 1) satisfaction with
the home; 2) home economics education of the'mother; 3)
social statué of the fami]y; and 4) family size. None of
these factors were found to have had any influence on the
attitudes of the.gTr1shih this study. Howeuer, trends could
be noted. The students in this sample are apparently satis-
fied with the present home; yet they give much thought to a
future home. A higher pr0portion of the'hespondents from
small families tended to give more thought to the future
'home than did larger fami]ies. More thought is,given'to the
image house by the‘higheh'50c1a1 status groups than by the
1ower‘socia1 status groups. This agrees wtth eonc1usions.of
the study by Herring (9) who found that the students giving
the least thought to the future home were those hav1ng the

fewest modern conven1ences in the oresent home
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' The nature of the houslng 1mage of e1ghth grade stu-v H
~dents was determ]ned by reSponses to certa1n quest1ons In
genera], e1ghth grade students v1sua11zed a house wh1ch was
new, or lees than f1ve years o]d. The {mage house was. 1ocated
within the city 11mits JEXtertor finish was visualized as
brick, stone, or a comb1nat1on of br1ck, stone, and wood. )
Features of the image - house were: three or four bedrooms,
separate 11v1ng room,kseparate famﬁ]v room, ehtry’ha11,
v]aundry room, f1rep1ace, porches, centra1 ‘heat, air oohdi—
t1on1ng, runn1ng water, e]ectr1c1ty, and gas heat. Popular
cho1ces for furniture sty]es.for the lmage house were either
Moqern;Cohtemporary or Early American. The image house would
be either of’Moderh?Contemporary‘or Colonial styling. éost
of the image house was eEtimated to be between $10,000 and.
$30,000. Home ownership was expeoted.to be achiieved within

one to five years of marriage.

Soeia].status of the family and;the features'Which were
indicated as being desirable for the image house were investi-
gated for poseible'relationships. A1] but one were found to
be non-significant., Features which the upper-Tower and lower-
Tower class respondents did not a]ready haye in the present
home were not 1nd1cated as being expected or desirable 1n the
image house.” Modern- Contemporary and Colonial cont1nued to
be popular choices for sty]e of the image house, regardless

of social status.'
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E]ghth grade g1rls and boys in the Ant]ey (1) study
~V1sua112ed a house wh1ch Was one to four years old, 1ocated
" in the country orvthe;suburbs.  Features were: four or more_
bedrooms, separate dining room, separete femd1y room. The
tmage house wou]d be sp11t level or ranch style. Apnr0x1¥
mately 17.4 per cent of this samp]e cou]d not p1cture the
style of the image house.‘ A Tittle over one-half estimated

cost of the image house at $15,000 to»$29;999.

‘In the present study the image house selected was "com-
p]ete1y d1fferent” from the presently occuo1ed home. by
s11ght1y over half, 56.8 per cent, of the respondents. The
:rema1n1ng respondents indicated a'desire-for the image house
to be the'same as the present homeo Herring (9) found a
total of 46.5 per cent‘of the students indicated a desire for
the future home to be "somewhat" or "nearly like" the present
home. _Less than half, 44.2 per cent, expressed'a desire for
a home in the future to be “entirely different" from the |
present home. Antley (T) found that 44.5 per cent -of the
eighth_grade girls expected the home of the future to'be'
similar to oresent home and 53.8 per cent expected tt to be

different.

RespondentsF exbectations of home ownership did not
differ from the parent's present status of home ownersh1p
The respondents are apparent]y p]eased w1th the present loca—

tion of the fam11y(home and indicate a desire for the image



,house to be in the same type 1ocat1on.‘ More bedrooms are
fdes1red in ‘the 1mage house than are in the present house,

' exceptoby.re5pondents a]ready‘hav1ng.four.or five bedrooms.

| The sty]es of furnishings selected for the image house
were d1fferent from the sty]es of fu"n1sh1ng in the present
home. Respondents a]so.des1red a house style d1fferent from

the styTe of the preseht home. |

Education-of the fathek‘seemed to be a determining
fector in the respondents' desire'for‘the image home to be
similar to the oresent home. Respondents whose fathers'had‘
a high school education or less‘tehded to‘desire an image
home similar to the present home. Respondents whose.fathers
had a higher ‘education desired the image house to be differ-

ent from the present home.

IMPLICATIONS FOR EIGHTH GRADE HOUSING CURRICULUH

Findings of;this study imply that eighth grade homemak-
ing students have begun to develop images relative to their
future homes. Since housjhg fdeas ond images have been formu-
lated, a thorough know]edoe of the basic principles of housing
is essential during these years if the fndividua1‘s attitudes
Ehd.images-are to be realistic and based upon artistfc |

principles.



Many features of the 1mage house appeared to be un-
rea11st1c and possib]y vague to the 1nvest1gator Th1s
implies that the e1ghth grade hous1ng currlcu]um shou]d'proi
vide know]edge which 1s basic for modification of att1tudes
Students need to be ass1sted in identifying attitudes and
in understanding how hous1ng va]ues and attitudes affect the

1ife of an individual and of the fam11yw

| Lemmon (11) suggested that on]y ‘the concepts of Safety, |
storage, beauty, and furniture arrangement be stressed at -
the eighth grade level; however, students reveal the need for
other concepts in addition to these. The housing curriculum
in every school shou]d be continubus]y evaluated to deter-
mine if the content and experientes included are aiding
students invattaining fundamental attitudes, hnderstanding,

skills, and concepts fer effective living.

'A'stUdy of housing values and attitudes, caring for
turniture, and remdde]ing.techniques in addition to furniture
arrangement, beauty, and storage can be helpful to the stu-
dent who is dissatisfiedVWith the pfesent home. Students
can be led to d1scover ways in whwch the present home can be
made more desirable and beautiful. These concepts will a]so
enable the student to contribute to home improvements which
the family makes. The_phesent study revealed that very few
families enlist the aid of a professional interior decorator

for remodeling. Application of housing concepts in the
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present home W111 enab]e the student to make w1se dec1s1ons

'concern1ng hous1ng of the future

Shar1ng the bedroom w1th a s1b]1ng 1s often the ceuse
of d1ssat1sfact1on w1th the present home and a source of -
fr1ct1on w1th1n the fam11y Emphas1s could be placed in the
eighth grade housing unit upon eeverping a(faNorab]e atti-
tude toward sharing.. Fami1y:re1ationships can‘be'taught’Tn'
addition to improvements in the physicel arrangement of the

room to make sharing with a sib]ing more qcceptab1e;

Houslng att1tudes and va]ues d1ffer great]y among
commun1t1es, socioeconomic groups, and families. Unless the
teacher of hous1ng is aware of the ‘types of homes from which
the students come, mot1vat1on for 1earn1ng is d1ff1cu1t to-
provide. Today's home econom1cs program in junior and senior
high sthoo]s'more‘adequate]y meets the needs and interests of
the middle class student than of any cther group. vThe hous -
ing cuhricu]um should be adjusted to meet the needs and
interests of all students, negardless of socioeconomic class.
- Students from the 1ower social status groups need special
' encouragement from the teacher. Findings reveal an apathet1-
cal attitude of many of this group concerning features of an
image house;‘ Feetures and conveniences which are not in the
present home are notvhoped for in the image house of the
lTower socia]‘stetus stuqents, The teacher can strive to

raise the aspirational level of these students. Teachers of
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hous1ng can ass1st students 1n deve]op1ng a sense of appre-'
ciation for the home, regard1ess of the soc1a1 status of the;

student s fam11y

When planning the eighth.ghade housing curriculum, the
teacher should be awahevthat the principles and cencepts dt
houSing need not be separated andvdiuided among the grade
1evels The pr1nc1p]es of housing cannot be taught once and
for a]] at only one level. Principles must be re—enforced
" and re-applied throughout the junibr high and high school
home economitS'curriculum. The concepts of houéing will gain
relevance to the student's 1ife when they fulfill a felt
need--whether this is at the ejghth_grade level or the
twelfth.

RECOMMENDATIONS‘FOR FUTURE STUDIES

Investigations concerning students' attitudes toward
the present home and images of a desired future home contri:
bute 1nsights*into‘the individual's fee1ing about housing.
Th1s may enable the teacher to be more effective in teaching
housing to the student. Such investigation should be con-
tinued on all grade 1evels. Studies could be conducted with

younger groups to determine the time at which the housing .

image actually begins to be formulated.



' fStud1es'coutd“be made to'determtne the extent tb.whicﬁ
a student s hous1ng attitudes and images are influenced by
>ethe peer group More research needs to be done concerning
the extent of the home econom1cs educat1on of the mother

and ltS‘effect upon the attitudes and values of the daughter.
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