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PREZACE

Gradually developing from

ary, nublic sentiment against

cttitudes ag manifested in the

the end
for its

ment exXopression,

period embodled social attitudes,

Stuart regime and the beginnings
proportionately devoid of drama,
esgay as an instrument of socisgl
aligning themselves with the new
generel trend of Sentimentalism,
of which was

evils rnot the least

the coarse,

of the geventeenth century,
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the accession of illiam and
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Restoration

the latter part of the
of the Hanoverian era, belng
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exprescsion. The periodicals
reforming movement, in the
get about rectifying social

the contemptuous attitude to-

verd woman.
It has been the purnose of this thesis to demonstirate the

fact that specific periodicals, namely the latler, the Specta-

tor, the Guardian, the Gentleman's llagazine or the lonthly In-~

telligencer (1731-1736), the Female Spectator, and the Rambler

dedicated themselves to the general purposes already outlined,

and that they 2id yield a vast amount of space to the interests
of woman, not only with a view to enlarging circulation but
‘more especially out 'of a gentimentalized conslderation for
womankind snd her prevogsessionsg.
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FEMININE INTERESTS AND IWFLUENCES IN EARLY ENGLISH
PERIODICAL LITERATURE

CHAPTER I
THE CHANGING SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN AS REFLECTED
IN RESTOXATION AND EARLY EIGHTEENTH

CENTURY LITERATURE

In surveying the work of the early periodical essay-
ists of the eighteenth century in England, one finds strik-
Ing evidence that these writers, engaging themselves to com-
bat the soclal evlils of the day, deliberately attempted to
attract women readers; and once sure of having attracted
them, sought to improve upon thelr interests in life and to
refine thelr social manners.

Some such agent was greatly needed at that time to raise
woman in the ectimatlion of soclety. Frurltanism and its con-
sequent reactionary extreme, the licentiousness of Restora-
tion social 1life, had forced woman into a more inferior posi-
tion domestlically and soclially than she had known since the
Middle Ages. 1In truth, at the beginning of the Queen Anne
period, woman was little more than chattel in the eyes of
man and the law. And in spite of the embryonie stirrings
of interest in woman as an entity in that era, she was to
remain in a.relatively inferior position until the nine-
teenth century, when wWilliam Godwin, lMary wWollstoneeraft,
Harriet Martineau, John Stuart #ill and the last militants

demanded equal rights fér woman whom they considered the
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equal of man. ‘lhe eighteenth century, a transition period
in woman's social history, saw the rise of the periodical
egsay, the effect of which, In specific instances, was to
soften the perniclous belittling of woman, as well as to
awaken woman to an enlarged sense of her own importance. Lo
this more or less unconscious office on the part of the peri-
cdical essaylsts was added the conscious one of correcting
woman's moral and social follies.

‘'hege self-appointed arbiters devoted themselves to two
different types of aristocratic women whom they felt to be in
need of social and moral reform. Cne cf these, the urban wom~
an of soclety, usually of the court, the essayists considered
as brightly cynical and unconventional as had been the court
lady of the brilliant Stuart regimes. the other was the un-
sophisticated country lady, lacking in social aplomb because
of the lack of experience.

The latter had, hitherto, lived a secluded life, largely
dependent for her entertainment upon the soclety of her own
family and the friends of her husband. Usually, the husband,
indeed head of hik house, disapproved current urban soclety
and shielded his wife and daughters from that dlsturbing ele-
ment by keeping them closely at home. In thlis he was abetted
by the well-nigh impassable condition of country roads.

However, with the advent of John }Macadam and hls system
of surfacing roads, the rural gentry began to emerge from its
isolation and to mingle with urban soclety in such fashionable

centers as the Baths, then the playgrounds of England.



Here, too, came a third type of woman apvpallingly inno-
cent of proper soclal decorumn. fhis was the woman of that
rapldly enlarging and aggressive group, the middle-class. A
product of the new economic era which elevated her stratum
of soclety, the new middle-class woman at her best often suf-
Tered the lack of self-confidence. At her worst, she often
exhibited a blatant over-confidence no doubt inspired by the
realization of her new importance in the world.

Thlis new importance naturally grew out of the turn of
fortune which the middle-classes enjoyed during the latter
part of the seventeenth century and particularly in the eigh-
teenth century. +1his period saw their aggrandizement through
thelr pursuit of the commercial enterprises szttendant on coloni-
zation, with its shipbuilding, importing, exporting and mer-
cnandizing activities. Acqulring wealth, these classes began
to buy up vast land holdings and to set up luxurious country
estates. ‘Lo a considerable extent, thls application of capi-
talism to the land succeeded in completing the Agricultural
Revolution and in realigning soclal classes in kngland. Hewly
important borough-owners came to demand seats in rarliament
and society. Cross tells us that the new capitalistic farmer
“was often a very grand person, indeed. e kept great hospi-
tality; he entertained his guests with rrench and Portuguese
wines, his daughtir played the piano and dressed in imitation

of the nobility." 1I'his process of the elevation of these

1 A Short History of kngland and Great Britain,Chapter XLIV
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classes continued throughout the eighteenth century. ‘ihe
Annual Register in 1759 mentioned the fact thst "even the

2
meanest tradesmen keep governesses for their daughters.”

''his made for a vast class of nouveaux riches "with manners

and tastes of those who have acquired wealth too easily and

3
rapidly.”

Outstanding thinkers of the time stood apnalled at the
social confusion. BSeeling all that British society had here-
tofore held tfaditionally sacred now belng rudely revolution-
ized, essayists and other commentators expressed themselves

vehemently. bBSaid Steele:

1The common face of modesty is lost among the ordinary
part of the world, and the general corruption of manners is
visible from the loss of all deference in the low people to-
wards those of condition. One order of mankind trips fast
after the next above it and by thls rule you may trace ini-
quity from the conversations of the most wealthy, down to
those of the humblest degree. 4

By 1751, when rlelding wrote "An Incuiry into the Causes
of the Late Increase of Robbers", economical conditions had

almost completely revolutionized the old order. He wrote @

fothing has wrought such an alteration in thils (lower)
order of people as the introduction of trade. ‘I'nis hath 1ln-
deed given a2 new face to the whole nation, hath in great
measure subverted the manners, customs and habits of the
people, more especially of the lower sort. ‘he narrowness of
their fortunes is changed into wealth; the simplicity of thelr
manners into craft; thelr frugality into luxury; thelr humil-
ity into pride and their subjection into equality. 5

2 Annual Register, 1759, p. 45

3 . Dodd, Lhe rood of London, p. 96 (quoting Danilel
)

4

vefoe) London, 1856.
ihe GQuardian, io. 87, saturdsy, June 21, 1716

5 Filelding, "An inquiry into the Late Increase of robbers!
London, 1l7vl
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Country gentlemen of the old lended aristocracy now be-
gan the practice of binding their younger sons, as apprentices,
to prosperocus merchants. Pope recognized this custom in his

¥oral HEssays:

Boastful and rough your first son a squire,

The next a tradesman meek and much a liar. 6

Intermarriage between members of the middle classes and
those of the aristocracy became increasingly common. +the desime
of land-poor aristocrats for large marriage settlements, in or-
der to acguire comforts and luxuries, plus the desire of wealthy
merchants for better social position and more power, incited
thegse contracts. Of this development, Sir willlam Yemple wrote:!

Our marriages are made jJjust likze other common bargaing and
sales, by the mere consideration of Interest and Gain without
any Love or ksteem.....Yet this Custom is of no ancient Date in
England, and I think I remember within less than fifty years,
the first noble Families that married into the City for down-
right Money, and thereby introduced this public Grlevance which
has since ruined so many HKstates by the Necessity of glving
good portions to Daughters. 7

thus the wealthy middle class, many of whom were allied
with the aristocracy or newly raised to the peerage, produced
a type of woman socially ambitious and enjoying the advgntage
of leisure through the employment of numerous servants. Yet

this type of woman found herself soclally inadequate and great-

ly in need of a guide for her manners and tastes.

6 loral kgsays, Essay I

7 Works, vol. I, p. 268

8 Defoe, '"Behaviour of the Servaents of England" (London,
1724), p. 12
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'he conventional feminine Character, relic of the Res-
toration period, was completely out-moded through this lev-
elling process and the powerful influence of conservative
middle-class demand.

In the clever social comedies from Etherege to Congreve
woman had found her model an affected creature of false mod-
esty and questionable morality; and, if in the least pretend-
ing to learning, she was setirized as a “she-wit". And the
one refuge for woman, namely marriage, was so flippantly ri-
diculed as to cast aspersions on the constancy of hugsbands
and the fidelity of wives.

A good summery of the prevalling socizl corditions and

attitudes of that era 1s found in The Man of lode:?

DORIMANT ("the man of mode'", passing from Mr. Courtage,
a “foppish admirer of quality”, who wishes to gain the good
graces of Lady Woodvill, with whose daughter he desires an
alliance znd with whom he is now engaged in conversation):
All people mingle nowadays, madam, and in public places women
of quality have the least respect showed'en. '

LADY WOODVILL,.. I protest you say the truth, ir. Courtage.

DCRIMANT. Forms and ceremonies, the only things that up-
hold quality and greatness, are now shamefully laid aside and
neglected.

LADY WOODVILIL.. Well, this is not the woman's age. Let'em
think what thev will, lewdness is the business now; love was
the business in my time.

DCRIMANT. ''he women, indeed, are little beholding to the
young men of this age........

DORIMANT. they(the men) pretend to be great critics of
beauty. By their talk you would think they llke no face, and
yet they can dote on an 111l one, if it belong to a laundress
or a tailor's daughter. <‘hey cry, "A woman's past her prinme
at twenty, decayed at four-and-twenty, and insufferable at

thirty." 9

9 Sir George Ktherege, '‘lhe lMan of lode, Act IV, Scene I.
(1676)
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Popular conceptions of tne tynicel women ot uvhe day are
found in Shedwell's Bury falr, where a character remarks,
“Your fine women are & company ofoproud, vain fops and Jllts
1

abominably deaubed and painted.™ Also, one finds, in Con-

greve's Love for Love, Scandel describing a "celebrated beauty"

of his acquaintance as possessing “vpride, folly,affectation,

wantonness, inconstancy, covetousness, dissimulation, malice
11

and ignorance all in one piece."

Ihe universzlly low esteem in which men held women is no-
where better reflected than in the conversetion between Scan-

del and iirs. Foresight in the last named play @

HRS3. fCRESIGHT... .Hark ye, devlil ¢ do you think any woman
honest ?

SCANDAL. Yes, several very honest, they'll cheat & little
at cards, sometimes, but that's nothing.

MRS. FCRESIGHT. Pshaw ! But virtuous, I mean.

SCANDAL . Yes,faith, I believe some women are virtuous,
too, but 'tis as 1 believe some men are vallant, through fear.
¥or why should & man court danger, or & woman shun pleasure ? 12

As a measure of the respect shown women, particularly on
the promenades and in public places, one finds in Congreve's

The Way of the iorld:

UIL0uB. Ch, rare Petulant LV o....lhou shalt to the Mall with
ug nd we'll bte very severe.

ZulULANY . Znough 4 I'm in 2 humour to be very severe.

LIRAPELL. Are vou ? Pray then, walk by yourselves i Let
us not be mecessory to your putting the ladles out of counte-
naence with your senseless ribaldry which you roar out aloud as
often as they pass by you; and When you have made a handsome
woman blush, then you think you have been severe.

10 Op. cit., Act III, scene 3 (1689)
11 Ibid. Act I, Scene 1 (1695)
12 Ibid. Act III, Scene 2
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PETULANT. What, what! ‘hen let'em either show their
innocence by not understanding what they hear, or else show
thelir discretion by not hearing what they would not be thought
to understand.

MIRABELL,. But hast not thou then sense enough to know
that thou oughtest to be most ashamed of thyself when thou
hag put another out of countenance *?

PELUTANY, Not I, by this hand ¢ ---I always teake blush=
ing elther for a sign of gullt or ill breeding. 13

Learning in woman was satirized effectively in many com-
edies of the perlod, but notably so in the character of Lady
Fantest in Shadwell's Bury fair (1689); in the character of
lielantha in John Vryden's Marriage a la tiode (1672); and in

Lady #roth, a character in Congreve's Double Dealer (1694)

In this perilod, according to the wits, love was a game

of pursuit, znd marriage but a snare., the fashionable atti-

ude is aptly expressed in The Man of iode:

YOUNG BELLAIR. I could find it in my heart to resolve
not to marry at all.

DORIMANT. Fie, #ie | 1hat would spnoil a good Jest and
disapnoint a well-natured town of an occaslon of laughing
at you. l4

And further, in the same comedy ¢

¥EDLEY. Bear up, bellair, and do not let us see that
repentance in thine we daily do in married faces.

LADY 10WNLEY. ‘this marriage will strangely surprise
my brother when he knows 1t.

“EDLEY. Your nephew ought to conceal it for a time,
medam, since marriage has lost its good name. Prudent men
seldom expose their own reputation will 'tis convenient to
justify their wives. 15

13 Op. cit., Act I, Scene 1 (1700). In Mirabell's re-
marks the breaking down of the Restoratlon Comedy type is
clearly seen, indicating the influence of Sentimentalism
on Congreve.

14 Op. ecit., Act I, Scene 1

15 Ibid., Aet v, Scene 2



As early as 1676, when Etherege wrote the iian of lode,

marrizge was a matter of settlements.

BUSY. (Harriet's meid) I wonder you do not like him.

HARRIET. T think I might be brought to endure him, and
that is all a reasonable woman should expect in a husband;
tut there is duty in this case......

HARRIET,., Shell I be paid down by a covetous parent for
a purchase ? I need no land.....l6

Congreve satirized the practice in Love for Love!l

JEREMY (valet to valentine). 'Tis an act of charity,
sir, to save a fine woman with thirty thousand pounds from
throwing herself away.

TATTIE. So ‘tis, faith | I might have saved several
others in my time; but egad, I coculd never find it in my
heart to marry anybody before. 17

At the same time, the attitude of the more conservative
element of knglish soclety, while temvered by affectaticn and
more respect for woman, coincided, for the most part, with
the attitude of the more worldly element. The Narquls of nal-

ifax, for instance, wrote in Lhe Lady's lew Year's Gift; Or

Advice to a DLaughter:

You must first lay it down for a Foundation in general,
rthat there 1s an Inecquality in the Sexes, and that for the
better economy of the world, the lien, who were to be the
lawgivers, had the larger share of neason bestowed upon them;
by which means your Sex 1s the better prenared for the Com-
pliance that is necessary for the better verformance of those
uties which seem to be most properly assipgned to it.e.....We
are made of differing lempers, that our uefects may be better
mutually supplied. Your Sex wanteth our Reason for your Con-
duct, and our Strength for your prctection; ours wanteth

. i Act TIT, Scene 1
Thét V, cceme 1 T1895)

Sk?

6
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your gentleness to soften, to entertain us.... You have
more strength in your Looks than we have in our Laws, and
more power by your Tears than we have by our Arguments.l8
Lord Halifax further admonished his daughter that marriage
is a game of wits, and he recommended nassgivity in the face
of even the most extreme faults of her husband as being the
proper role in life.

All of the foregoing evidence indicates the grave need
not only for the refinement of manners, but also for a re-
vision of socilal and moral values at that time. And, as a
matter of fact, movements in these directions had already
originated when, Jduring the Queen Anne period, Steele and
Addlson seized upon the current trends of reforming thought
and with the establishment of the latler and the Spectator,
constituted themselves the needed agent through the medium
of theilr literary essays.

the first officlal movement for reform was the blood-
less revolution of 1688, when William and lary embodying
staid middle~class ideals, set a new fashlion in court cir-
cles by the examples of thelr private lives and by thelir
domestic stability. If the courtiers resented this soclal
reformation, the people as a whole welcomed it. Chamberlayne
relates that toward the end of the seventeenth century, a

large number of leading Londoners, including members of par-

18 "“The Lady's iNew Year's Gift or Advice to a baughter,*
in iiscellanies, by the late Right Noble Lord iarquess of
Halifax, London, 1700. p. 13
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liament, legal authorities, professional men, as well as
merchants and tradesmen, organized “A Society for the Refor-
matlon of MYanners."” 'T'his organization, in effect, did much
not only to imprové soclal conduct but also to alleviate
criminal conditions growing out of the general laxity of be=-
navlor. One of its purposes was to insist on the enforcement
of law and on the arrest and conviction of wrong-doers. 9

he reformation of popular entertainments also began
about this time. Attention was called specifically to the
vicious influeness on the morals of the people by the dis-

golute comedles, then nprevalent, by Jeremy Collier in A

Short View of the Immorallty and Profaneness of the knglish

Stage (1698). 1In his indictment, he is especially severe
upon Congreve and Vanbrugh for their indecencies. Colley
Cibber tells us that Congreve seemed to be too much hurt tgo
defend himself, but that Vanbrugh only laughed at the lashes.
In fact, at the opening of Vanburgh's theater, the Haymarket,
in 1705, the prologue of the play, written by 3ir Sanmuel
Garth, retaliated satirically with the statemgnt that the
stage had now taken the place of the church. '

However, Collier's attack on the stage did have a tell-
ing effect. Cibber tells us 3

But the Master of the Revels, who then licensed 21l plays

for the stage assisted this Reformation with a more jealous
geverity than ever. He would strike out whole scenes of a

19 he Present State of tngland. Londor; 1704 and 1748,

pp. 333-334 !
20 An Apology for the Life of Colley Cibber. 1740. Sec-
tion, “Theaftrical réform"; Chapler VIII

21 Harleian Iilscellany, 11, 21
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vicious or immoral character, though 1t were visibly shown
to be reformed or punished. 22

King William thought Collier*s work so laudable that he
granted him speclal favors before the law. Cibber continues:
And it must be farther granted that his (Collier's) calling
our dramatic writers to this strict account had a very whole-
some effect upon those who wrilt after this time. ‘I'hey were
now a great deal more upon thelr guard; indecencles were no
longer wrlt; and by degrees the fair sex came to fill the
boxes on the first day of a new comedy, without fear or cen-
sure. 23

On June 4, 1701, the Grand Jury of Mlddlesex, volcing
‘the resentment of the middle class, issued & condemnation of
the stage

The plays which are frecuently acted in the Play-houses
in Drury-Lané and Lincoln's Inn-fields in this country are
full of prophane, irreverent, lewd, indecent and immoral ex-
pressionsg, and tend to the great displeasure of Almighty God,
and the corruntion of the auditory both in thelr principles
and their practice. 24
he action of the Grand Jury met with wide spread publlic ap-
proval and in 1703, Queen Anne lssued a proclamation against
debauchery and vicious amusement; whereupon, the Grand Jury
renewed its activities, making presentments against question-
able entertainments and returning indictments against viola-

25

tors of the recently enacted statutes. he effect of these

movements on the public 1s recorded in lhe QObserver:

22 Harleian iscellany, 11, 21

23 QOp. cit.

24 Jzmes P. Malcolm, Anecdotes of the kanners and Cus-
toms of London During the Eighteenth Century, 2 vols, London
1808. Vol. 1i, pp. 116-117

o5 Ibid. Vol. &, p. 141
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(Each) Eennel of debauchery is quite dismantled by
this proclamation, and the beaux who sit at home on sSundays
and play picquet and backgammon, are under a dreadful ap-
prehension of a thundering prohibition of stage playing.26

By most authorities, the moral corruption of the age

was attributed to the drama. A representative to Queen

Anne from the two Houses of Convocatton, in 1711, censured

27

the indecency of the current drama. In 1709, in his "Pro)-
ect for the Advencement of Religion', Swift indicated the
drama in this regard. ‘'he improper influence on the feminine
element 1s recognized by Pope:

The fair sat, panting at a courtier's play

And not a mask went unimproved away. 28
Also, Colley Cibber comments on the custom of women's wear-
ing masks to the theatre and given a plausible explanation:

While our authors took these extraordinary liberties
with their wit, I remember the ladles were then observed to
be decently afrald of venturing barefaced to a new comedy
t111 they had been assured they might do it without risaque
of insult to their modesty; or i1If their curiosity were too
strong for their vatlence, they took care at least to save
apnearances, and rarely came upon the flrst days of acting,
but in masks (then daily worn and admitted in the plt, side-
boxes and gallery). 29
Queen Anne, perhaps partly because of other perniclous re-

sults of masking, but certainly because of the encouragement

given, to producers of lewd comedy through the persistent

26 'he Observer, No. 92

27 Harleian Miscellany, 11, 21

28 Egsay of criticism (1711), Part II
29 Cibber, opn. cit., Chapter VIII
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attendance of women who could rely only upon masking to
protect their 1dentity, prohibited this custom in the
theatre.30 An appeal was made to women themselves. "Go to
these lmmoral or lewd plays", says one reformer, “and you
support them. Absent yourselves, show your disliZze by not
apvearing at them, they will be corrected or never performed
and consequently fall into oblivion." 7

All these efforts to regulate lewd entertainments and
to reform questionable tastes did much to mitigate the evils
of the firgt decade of the eighteenth century. Yet much re-
mained to be done; it is here that Addlson and Steele, to-
gether with certain later essaylists, proved themselves useful,
particularly in their efforts to improve the soclal and morel
conditions affecting woman. 5teele, in criticizing the licen-
tiocusness of current dramatic entertainment, wrote:

Indeed it is, among other Reasons for want of Wit and
Invention in our modern Gallants, that the beautiful Sex is
absurdly and vitiously entertained by 'em. 33

Steele 2lso believed the licentious drama to be an important

contributing cause for the great lack of respect shown women:

30 pavies, Life of Garrick, ii, 355 (Ed. 1780).

31 Jonas Hanway, An Egsay on Tea. London, 1756. pp. 30-31
32 ratler,No. 1%, April, 1709 i

33 The Christian Hero (1701), p.64
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sinen the actors make their exit, on this good sccasion,
the ladies are sure to have an exanmining glence from the pit
to see now they relish what passes; and a few lewd fools are
very ready to employ their talents upon the composure or free-
dom of their locks. buch incidents as these malle some ladles
wnolly absent themselves from the playhouse, and others never
miss the first day of the play. 34

He algso attributed the fact that the wedded state had
fallen into 11l repute to the influence of comedy of the Res-
toration type. ‘“ihe theatre", he says, "in some late Reigns
owed 1its chiefl support to those Scenes which were written to

35
put matrimony out of Countenance.

The efforts of the reformers, plus the influence of the
periodicals in promoting the new force of Sentimentalism,
made for a new Fenminine Ideal. Bteele set up a new conventionzl
type of woman in his criticism of the stage:

For there is in (her) tender Frame native Simplicity,
troundless Fear, and little unaccountable Contradiction upon
which there might be bullt Expostulation to dlvert a good and
Intelligent Young i/oman, as well as the fullsome Raptures,
guilty impressions, senseless Deilficationg, and pretended
Derths, that are every vay offer'd her. 36

1rue enough, Steele's ideal is only morzslly superior to
that of the wits. He and Addlson were not so liberal as some
of theilr predecessors who had begun, the vrevious decade, the
agitation for a new feminine ideal. Of these, John Dunton,

notably liberal, a periodical writer himself, had staunchly

advised women 'to tear down the tender cobweb of Ignorance in

34 Zpectator, No. 51, Saturday, Anril 23, 1711

25 ppectator,No. 472, Sepntember 9, 1712. BSee also Llat-
ler, no. 119, July 18, 1710 for similar expressions.

36 vhe Christian Hero, p. 64
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which men like subtil S8piders would shrewdly hold them."
Seid he, "Reason tells us thet Women have Souls as well as
Men" and are tc be equally prized, as being of equal value."

An anonymous writer, purportedly e woman, propesed in
1696 to "reduce the Sexes to a Level, and by Arguments to

8
raise ours to an Equality at most with Men." The greatest
liberal of his age, Daniel Defoe, in "An Academy for Women"
(1697 ), outlines the whole attitude of his era:

I have often thought of it as one of the most barbarous
customs in the world, considering us as a c¢ivilized and
Caristian country, that we deny the advantages of lezrning to
women. ¥We reproach the sex every day with folly and imper-
tinence, while I am confident, had they the advantages of ed-
ucation equal to us, they would be guilty of less than our-
selves., 39

Mo doubt, had Steele, Addison, and their subsequent imi-
tators, or even LUr. Johnson so staunchly.championed woman'sg
rights, what with thelr widely circulated influenece, the eigh-
teenth century had seen greater changes, sociologically, for
women. Uefoe holds the attitude of masn responsgsible for the
intellectual thralldom of woman

I would ask them what they can see in ignorance that they
should think it a necessary ornament to a woman ? 40

37 the lLadies Lietlionary, Being a General gntertainer for
the rair Sex. A work never attempted before in snglish, Print-
ed for John bunton, London, 1694, "Ability" p. 438.(Cther works
in which punton took up the cause of women: the Athenian Mercury
(1691-1697), a periodical; and the Kemale War (1697)
38 An HKsgay in Uefense of the remale Sex. In g Letter 1o a

Lady; written by a Lady. 2nd kdition, London, 1696 vedication
59" An Essay Upon Projects, "An Academy for iiomen" (1697)
40 Ibid.
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Lefoe eulogizes woman to a greater extent than cen be
found among any of his contemporaries, and indeed very few

of his successors can compare with him in this regard:

Lhe capacities of women are supposed to be greater and
their senses qulcker than those of the men; and what they
might be capable of being bred to is plain from some instances
of wit, which thils age 1s not without; which upbraids us with
injustices and looks as if we denied women the advantages of
education for tear they should vie with the men 1n their
ImprovementS e, cie et vieinennrocs e s e ie s s e A sesesens

& woman well bred and wel1 taught furnished with the
additional accomplishments of knowledge and behavior, is a
creature without commarlison; her soclety is the emblem of
sublimer enjoyments; her person is angelic and her conversa-
tion heavenly; she lg all softness and sweetness, peace, love,
wit and delight. She 1s every way suitable to the sublimest
wisgh, and the man that has such a one to his pertion has
nothing to do but to rejoice in her and be trankful. 41

Here is embodied the antithesis of the Hestoration atti-
tude toward woman; instead, we have the chivalrous attitude
of the more distant past colored with rank sentimentality.
garly periodical essaylists, beginning with Steele and Addison,
were influenced in their temnered attitude by Lefoe. They all
agreed with him th=t woman must be protected. He had polnted
out

I know 'tis dangerousg to malkke public apvesrances of the
sex. ‘Lhey are not either to be confined or exposed; the first
will disagree witih their inclinatlions and the last with thneir
reputations. 42

However, Defoe expresses his platform for woman's posgi-

tion in soclety more positively than can be found in the peri-

41 An Essay Upon Projects, "An Academy for Women" (1697)
42 Tbid.
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odicels studied:

And herein 1t is that I take upon me to meke such a
bold assertion that 211 the world are mistaken in their
practice about women, for I cennot think that God Almighty
ever mede them so delicate, so glorious creatures, and fur-
nished them with such charms, so agreeable and so delight-
ful to mankind, with souls capable of the same accomplish-
ments with men, and all to be only stewzrds of our houses,
CcO0KS 8N SlAVeSeeieeteesssasrsvessssnsssssnesiob that I am
for exalting the female government in the least, but, in
shert, I would have men. take women for companlions, and ed-
ucate them to be fit for it. A women of sense a2nd breeding
will scorn as much to encroach upon the prerogstive of the
man as 2 men of sense will scorn o oppress the weakness of
the woman. But if women's souls were refined and lmpressed
by teaching, that word would be lost; to say, the weakness of
the sex as to judgment would be nonsense, for ilgnorance and
folly would be no more found among women than men. 43

It will be noticed that Lefoe referred to "some instances
of wit which this age is not without". o doubt he was refer-
ring to certain women contemporaries whe stood in defense of
their sex. He points, in this essay, specifically to iary
Astell's plan to establish a retreat or a sort of lay nunnery
for women who would study. In her pamphlet outlining her
plan, Mary Astell recommended thalt women be given an oppor-
tunity to discover themselves and probe thelr potentialities,
wherebr they might "enlarge their prospect, rectify their
false ideas, for in their minds adequate Conceptions of the
ind and Lignity of their hatures, not only have the name and
common Frinciples of Religion floating in thelr Heads and
sometimes running out of thelr Itouths, but understand the

pestign and leaning of it.........not only feel Passions but

43 An Zssay Upon srojects, "An Academy for Women" (1697)
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be able to direct and regulate their lfotlions.....lhe ien
therefore may still enjoy their prerogatives, for us, we
mean not to intrench on any of thelr lawful Privileges-...
«+..0ur only endeavor shell be to be absolute iionarchs in
our own Bosomié.....to be intimately acouainted with our
own Hezrts." Defoe disapproved lary Astell's plan on
the grounds that restralnt is not natural. Bishop Burget
also disapproved the plan, thus quashing it entirely.4)

Hary Astell was not the only woman reformer contem-
vorary with Defoe. Another of these "wite" was vamaris
Chudleigh, (1656-1710), poet and essayists. In one of her
poemns, she recognizes the attltude of men toward women of
learning, and she promises the masculine world that woman
intends to better her position intellectually:

'Tis hard we should be by the men desnis'd

Yet kept from lezrning what would make us priz'd.

Debarr'd from Knowledge, banlshed from the Schools,

Anad with the utmost dignity bred Fools,

Laughed out of RXReason, Jested out of Sense,
And nothing left but native Innocence.

But, spite of you, we'll to ourselves be kind,
Your Censures slight, your little Iricks despise,
And make it our whole Business to be wise.

‘he mean, low, trivial Cares of Life disdain,

And read and think end think and read again,

And on our iinds bestow the utmost Pain. 46

44 Jiary Astell, A Serious Proposal to the Ladies for the
Advancement of their true and greatest Interest. In two parts.
By a Lover of her Sex, 3rd Zdltion of Part I; lst Zdition of
Pert I1, London, 1797. Part II, p. 21

45 fEnecyclopaedia srittanica, vol. II, 1l4th rdition. See
vary Astell

46 Uamaris Chudleigh, Poems. London, 1703. "The Ladies'
Defense’. Bee also Cibver's Lives of the Poets, vol. III,pp.

77-186 for an zccount of this poet and essayist.
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No doubt, bLefoe also had Anne, lLady wWinchelsea in
nmind when he referred to those women of his era who were
notably intellectual. Lady i#Winchelsea (1661-1720), was 80
outstanding among the writers of her time that Pope and Gay

satirized her in ''hree Hours After farriage. *Lhls famous

forerunner of Romenticism in poetry, Lady Winchelsea, sum-
marlzes the attitude of 211 her critics in her noem, “lhe

Introduction”

Alas .V a woman that attempts the pen

such an intruder on the rights of men,

Such a presumptuous Creature is esteem'd

ihe fault can by no vertue be redeem'd.

They tell us we mistake our sex and way;
Good breeding, fashion, dancing, dressing,play,
Are 21l the accomplishments we should desire,
‘o write, or read, or think or to enquire
Wwould cloud our beauty, and exhaust our time
And interrunpt the Concuest of our prime;
whilst the dull mannage of a Servile house
Is held bm some, our utmost art and use. 47

Lady iinchelsea was an ardent feminist, and a sharp
critic of the shallow soclal life of women of that day,
particularly of their endless tittle-tattle and the general
inanity of current social conversation. 3She was one of
those who condernned the current drama on the score of its

influence for immorality.

A fourth contemporary of Defoe, and perhaps the most

47 Winchelsea, Anne, ‘he Poems of. from the Original
Edition of 1713 and from unpublished ¥sg. Edited with an In-
troduction and fNotes by iyra Reynolds. ‘the Decennial Publi-
cation, Second Series, vol. v, Chicago. Lhe U. of Chicago
Press. 1903
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brilllant scholar of the pericd, was Elizabeth Blstob

(1683-1756) . In the Preface to An Anglo-gaxon Homily on

the Birthday of St._Gregory (1709), she wrote that she had

received the criticism of both men and women. 71he former,
seemingly Jjealous, questioned her right to learning, where-
as the women, even more violent in denouncing her intellec-
tual propensities, "despaliring to arrive at any eminent or
laudable degree of knowledge, seem totally to abandon them-
selves to Ignorance, contenting themselves to sit down in
darkness, as 1f they either had not Rezson, or it were not
capable of being rightly cultivated by bringling them into

the Light." ¥lss Elstob asks, "ihere is the fault in Women's
gseeking after Learning ?"

A younger contemporary of Defoe, Addlison and SBteele
wos urs. Wliza Haywood (1693-1756), famous for her fecund
pen, particularly in the production of novels, since she
was credited with seventy single works of fictioﬁ? Lrs,

Haywood is of specific interest in this study in that she

edited the Female Spectator from 1744 to 1746. this peri-

odical wezs devoted to feminine interests. It 1s of value
here in that it merks woman's progress to the mid-century,
revealing the fzct that sociologically, woman had nrogressed
1ittle except in so tar as sentiment was beginning to cherish
woman for her own sake, - rs. Haywood, no doubt commercisl-

izing on social trends, falled to press any causes beyond

48 George M. Whicher, the Life and Romences of Mrg.
©11za Havywood, N.Y. Columbia u. Press, 1915
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what would be popularly accentable. +The material success
of lirs. Haywood demonstrates the fact that women were then
avidly in search of reading material, but suggests that this
search was actuated more by the desire for entertainment than
for the real improvement of their minds. In the Female
Spvectator, irs. Haywood's feeble efforts to interest her read-
ers in study and mental improvement will be cited below in the
section on the education and training of women. ‘Lhrough the
survey of this perlodical we can but conclude that woman ac-
complished little for herself by the middle of the eighteenth
century.

Yet there was a group of women interested in their own
social and intellectual capacities of whom Lady :iary iortley
iontagu (1689-1762) exemplifies the best type. Her letter to
her daughter, the Countess of Bute, on January 28, 1753 is
enlightening in that it reflects what the most liberal minds
allowed to be the right training for a daughter at the mid-
decade of the century. She wrote:

You have given me a great deal of satisfaction by wyour
account of your oldest daughter. I am particularly pleased
to hear she 1s a good arithmetician; 1t is the best proof
of understanding; the knowledge of numbers 1s one of the
chief distinctions between us and the brutes........hvery
woman endeavors to breed her daughter a fine lady, qualigfy-
ing her for a station in which she will never appear, and
at the same time incapecitating her for that retirement to
which she is destined. Learning if she has a2 resal taste
for it, willl not only make her contented but happy in it.

HNo entertainment 1s so cheap as reading, nor any pleasure
so lasting. She will not want new fashlons, nor regret the
loss of expensive dilversions, or variety of company, if she
can be amused with an author in her closet. Lo render the

amusement extensive, she should be permitted to learn the
languages.....¥You should encourage your daughter to talk
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over with you what she reads; and, as you are very capa-
ble of distinguishing, take care she does not mistake pert
folly for wit and humour, or rhyme for poetry, which are

the common errors of young people, and have a train of 1ill
consecuences. Lhe second caution to be given her (and
which 1s most absolutely necessary) is to conceal whatever
learning she attains, with as much solicitude as she would
hide crookedness or lameness. ‘'he parade of it can only
serve to draw on her the envy and consequently the most in-
veterste hatred of all he and she fools, which will certain-
ly be at least three parts in four of all her acgquaintance.49

Later, on tMarch 6, 1753, she further records the atti-

tude of the male world towards learning in women:

I cannot help writing a sort of apology for my last
letter, foreseeing that you will think it wrong, or at least,
Lord Bute will be extremely shocked at the proposal of a
learned education for daughters, which the generality of men
believe as great a profanation as the clergy would do if the
laity should presume to exercise the funections of priesthood.
I desire you would take notice, I would not have learning
enjolned them as a task, but permitted as a pleasure, if
their genius leads them maturally to it. 50

Lady iary attributed the root of women's follies to

ignorance:

I could give many examples of ladles whose 111 conduct
has been very notorious, which has been owing to that ig-
norance which has exposed them to idleness which is Justly
called the mother of mischief. 51

for did she recognize any "sex in souls':

T"here is nothing so like the education of a woman of
guality as that of a prince; they are taught to dance, and
the exterior part of what 1s called good breedings, which
if they attain, they are extraordinary creatures in their
7ind, and have all the accomplishments required by their
directors. “he same characters are formed by the same les-
sons, ----which inclines me to think (if I dare say it)

49 Loord Wharneliffe, Letters and idorks of Lady Mary
Montagu, London, 1887. vol. II, p. 236

50 Ibid. p. 239

51 Ibid.
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that nature has not placed us in an inferior rank to men, no
more than the females of other animals, where we see no dis-
tinction ot capaclity. 52

thus we come to the niddle of the eighteenth century

il

I_lo

nding only the boldest daring to assert that woman's capa-
city ecguals that of man---- and this assertion in tne private
correspondence of a woman ¢ Thinkers, however, were all a-
greed that women's follies were the outgrowth of idleness and
ignorance. +“his was the keynote of Addison and sSteele and
those egsaylsts who czme after them. Yet none of these pre-
scribed so liberal an educational program for women as had
thelr predecessors, bDunton and Uefoe. Certalinly their pro-
grem tell short of the demands of the leading women scholars
and reformers of the day.

Addison, Steele and thelr imitators did much to improve
the current social attitude toward woman. ‘hey, however, did
not risk didacticism, but,yather, struck and held a middle
ground. ‘their delightful method was to intermix some of the
new ideas of reform with the flippancy of the wits and to
tincture all slightly with Sentimentalism. This latter ele-

ment became predominant in irs. Haywood's liemale Spectator.

swven Ur. Johnson did not spurn its use in the Rambler, but
he effectively disguised it in the elegant garb of classicism.
Since the early periodiczls avolded extremes in all

particulers, thelir matter was exceedingly popular. In this

52 Lord i#harncliffe, Letters and forks o:f Lady .ary
~ontagu, London, 1887. vol. II, »n. 239
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way, they subtly clrculated the new influence over a wide
area of the reading public, and,in effect, softened the
sccial and moral attitudes to more accevtable standards
thaen had obtained throughout the Stuart regimes. trhere-
fore, it is of wvalue to to talkte cognizance, here, of the
extent to which specific periodicals were engaged in the
effort to reform the menners and private lives of thelr
feminine readers. Also, we cshall note to what entent these

mublications allowed themselves to be influenced by current

trends of feminism.
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CTAPIEZ II

THE ATUTIPLIS CF EARLY PERICDICALS TC ATTRACT WOITH!I READERS

Zecause each of them attempted to attract women readers,
<

the Tollowing perilodicals will be examined to determine what

nmethods each adopted in order to draw the attention of women:

the latler, the Bvectator, the Guardian, the Gentleman's Mags«

azine or the Yonthly Intelligencer, and the Rambler.

The Tirst three, under the editorshin of Steele and Add-
ison, are importent for the purpose of this study because of
the fact thet they were the first perlodicals of a2 purely

1it

erary type to cater openly to women. 'hese were so bold

ag to challenge public opinion with the statement that women
were not held, at the time, in the esteem to which they were
entitled, and to avow that, as periodicals, they intended to

interest and instruct the “wealker sex'. As for the Gentle-

mon's Magazine, a survey of itg issues for its first five

years (1731-1736) ylelds conclusive proff that the influence
of feminism on its pages was proportionate to the steady

rigse of SBentimentalism throughout the literary realm. Necessa-
rily, in selecting its representative mlscellany, this first
megazine of the digest type included much material for women

readers. +he Female spectator is important here since it isg

the best known exzmple of bthe original "ladies magazine",

}._J

edited b7 a woman. It unerringly illusirates just how far,

by +he 1740's,woman had come toward a public exvression of
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her own mind on 211 her main topics of interest, including

PN

vnoce Iintellectua

[

. Last and leazst in volume, yet as sig-
niicont 2 any of the foregoing, we find the Rambler of
consequence to this study because of the fact that it re-
flects the attitude of the greatest clagsicist of the elgh-
teenth century, Lr. Samuel Johnson. ''he Rambler marks not
only the beginning of the decline of the purely literary
periodicals but, having been published from !‘arch, 1750 to
farch, 1752, it also marks the mid-century and this indicates
the end of the perliod to be covered by this research.

In exemining these gix periodicals for assurance that
they aimed to attract women readers, we shall coneider them

in echronological orcer.

The Latler, the gpectator and the Guardian

Predecescors of Steele, namely, bunton, La Crose, and
Defoe, essayed to defend the falr and to advocate conjugal
amity, but none of these so concentrated hls efforts as did
steele. rnor had any of these perfected his preachment into
the finished literary essay as Steele, in conjunction with
Addison, was able to do. ‘Through the collaboration of these
two in the tatler, the Spectator, and the Guardian, some of
the most delightfully elevating and, at the same time, some
of the most whimsically humorous essays in all literature
were written for and about women.

pirectly after the establishment of the Tatler (April
12, 1709) it bacame apparent that the perlodical intended

to treat in a familiar manner “those singularities of human
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life...which obstruct anything that was truly good and

great”, Just as Steele had stated earlier in his bDedication

to the Comedy of the Lrummer. Jhen Addison joined forces

with Steele in editing the periodical, this policy developed
full-fledged into one of reform. Couched in a style compat-
ible with the "dignity of a teacher of wisdom and morals",
the latler proposed to assume the wholesome project of making
wit ugeful.” '

Always the gallant champlon of the ladles from the begin
ning of his literary career when he wrote his first dur'ama,"2
osteele informed his reading public in the very first number of
the Yatler that he would give conslderetion to the interests
of his women readers:

I have resolved to have something which may be of enter-
tainment to the fair sex in honor of whom 1 have taken the
title of this peper. 3

Not the least of Steele's abllities as an editor and jour-
nalist lay in his unerring instinet for using the right de-
vices to attract readers. Various of these were utilized in
gaining the attention and favor of feminine readers. 1In the
first number of the latler, he introduced a dlsconsolate lover,
a subject never failing to appeal to women. The succeeding
1gsues included such intriguing toplcs as accounts of belles

of the town; Savppho, the flrst woman poet and her women cOm=-

1 Yatler, ¥o. 64, September, 1709

2 See (1) The rFuneral or urief a la iiode (1701); (2)
The Lying Lover or the Ladles' Friendship (1703); (3) The
Tend=r Husband or the Accomplished Fools (1705)
% Tatler, No. 1, April 12, 1709

-
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panions aend the publications of a tale in rhyme snecifically
“tor ladies".

One of the most useful devices by which the iatler was
able to hold its feminine readers, meanwhile 2dmonishing them,
wag that of the publication of "letters'. DLr. Chelmers gives
Steele credit for successfully 'employing if not introducing
the harmlegss fiction of writing letters to himself, a device
used by all succeeding essaylists but never so successfully
as by Steele,' *

Mo dcubt, with a view to lending an air of authenticity
to 211 quoted "corresnondence', Steele invited women readers

to communicate informetion for publication in the latler:

Advertisement:

Any Ladles who have any particular stories of their ac-
quaintence which they are willing »rivately to make public,
may send them by the penny post to Isaac Bickerstaff, ksq.,
inclosed to ir. John Morphew, near Stationer's Hall, 5

And once before he had advertlsed:

If any gentleman or Lady sends to Isacc Blckerstaff,
®8d., at ir. lorphew's neaxr sStationer's rall bv the perny
post, the grief or jovy of treir souls, whet they think Tit
of the metter 8h211l he related in colors as much to thelr
advantorse as tiose in which Gervas (Jervas) has drawn the
agreeable Chloe. ©

4 Chalmers, A., Bditor knglish Hgsavigts. 45 vols.
Printed for #ichols and Son (and Others). London, 1303,
Historical and Biographical Preface to iatler, Vol. I, n.
IXXXITITI.

5 Yatler, No. 11, Xay 5, 1/09

6 Ibid., Yo 7, April 26, 109
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Later, Steele justified the use of the letier device on
the premise that "the way to have a greater nuaber of the
aimiable part of Nomankind and lessen the crowd of the other
sort is to contribute what we can to the success of well-
grounded passions; and therefore, L comply (by inserting lgt-
ters from women readers and renlies fraught with advice). '
1o further justify this accommodalion, he modestly lnserted
in the same number, a letter from one of his women readers?
"Wr, Bickerstaff,

You that are a philosonher, know very well the make of
the mind of woman and can best instruct me in the conduct of
an affair which highly concerns me." 8

using the fictional character, Isaac Blckerstaff, as
general editor, the real editors of the Zatler had hit upon
a most disarming device. 'he descrintion of him as a vener-
able o0ld gentleman, viewing the world with benignity, made
for the greatest liberty on the part of the Tatler to criti-
cize the foibles of 1ts devotees. In this conclaliatory
guige, lsaac Bickerstaff assumes monltorship over the femi-
nine world:

tie that is past the power of beauty way take unon me to

consider the sex as they live within the rules, and as they
transgress them. 9

o further picue the interest of women readers, anothner

7 ‘atler, iHo. 201, July 22, 1710
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clever device was begun in the tenth number of the Tatler.
This was the lntroduction of irs. Jenny Listaff, half-sister
to Isaac Bickerstaff, whose function 1t was to give the femi-
nine view-point, having 'the liberty to speak in her own way'.
She intrigues the feminine interest at once by the exposure,
suppopted by concrete evidence, of her brother's predilection
for the ladies. Her frank plea for feminine interest, while
adriotly provocative, is cleverly, if naively expressed :

It is so natural for women to tallt of themselves that it
1s to be hoped all my sex at least will parden me that I could
fall into no other dlscourse. T we have their favour, we give
ourselves very little anxlety for the rest of our resders. 10

Here, early in the Yatler's history iiss Jenny vistaff
began that periodical's campalgn in behalf of women. At the
gsame time, the promise is held out to women that the tatler
will publish subject-matter which will interest them:

Some men outdo women in faults imputed to the latter
(such as indolence and intractability)...... ..5ure 1f our Sex
had the liberty of frequenting public-houses and conversations,
we should put these rivals to our faults eand follles out of
countenance. However, we shall soon have the pleasure of being
acquainted with them one way or other; for my brother Isaszc de-
signs, for the use of our sex, to give the exact characters of
211 the chief politiclans who frequent any of the coffee houses
from St. James'es to the Kxchange...........lhis will be of
great service to us and I have authority to promise an exact
journal of their deliberations; the opublication of which I am
to be allowed for pin money. 11

i'hat he felt that the periodical essay, employing some

guch device as has been outlined above, was the proper instru-

10 vatler, Yo. 10, ikay 3, 1709
11 Ibid.
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ment for the correction of those neccadillos of society
which ranked beneath "the dignity of the pulpit and the bar",
Steele, under the guise of Isaac Bickerstarf, facetiously re-

corded:

I own myself of "“the 3-cilety for the Reformation of Yan-
ners". e have lower . instruments than those of the family of
Bickerstaff for punishing great crimes and exposing the aban-
doned. ‘Therefore, as I design to have notices from all nublic
assemblieg, 1 shall take upon me 211 lndecorums, improprieties,
and negligences; 1f a fine lady thinks fit to giggle at church
or a great beau come in drunk to a play, either shall be sure
1o hear of it in my ensukng paper. LFor merely as a well-bred
#an, I cammot bear these enormities. 12

from the outset, the Llatler promised news which would be

of interest to women as well as to men:

dhen a 1roast or Wit is first pronounced such, you shall
have the freshest advice of their preferment from me, with a
descrintion of the Beauty's manners and the Wit's style, as
also in whose places tney are advanced, for this town is never
good-natured enough to raise one without depressing the other.l3

In the last number of the Tatler we find a stetement of 1ts

general purpose 3

‘I'ne general purpose of the whole has been to recommend
truth, innocence, honour and virtue as the chlef ornaments
of life..es..oa.. ce e ettt et saae e e ces e

I must confess 1t has ©ween a most exouﬂsite pleasure to
me to frame characters of domestic 1life, and put those parts
of it which are least observed into an agreeable view; to en-
guire Iinto the seeds of vanlty and afLecuatlon.....and show
much shorter methods than men ordinarily practice to be happy,
agreeable and great. 14

‘hus did the vatler arrogate to itself the powers of

12 rtatler, No 3, April 16, 1709
1% 1bid.No. 4, April 19, 1(07
14 1bid. Ho. 271 January 2, 1710
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monitor over the morals and manners of its readers, both
masculine and feminine. Uhis venture was so successful for
the editors that they continued their association in the
Spectator.

i‘he new neriodical, begun :arch 1, 1710, likewise de-
voted much attention to its large circle of feminine readers,
and it, too, engaged In the misslion of correcting their netty
sins. “The methods employed in the latler were continued here
—————— the use of Characters, either good or bzd, to demonstrate
a moral; the use of letters, real or fictional, setting up the
problem which in turn the essayist dissected and elaborated up-
on; and the use of the gentle satire of Addison combined with
the gallant sentiment or the mischievous humor of Steele. Here
ir, Spectator usurped the role of lsasze Bickerstaff; and the
tictitious club (of which he waes an interested and observant
menber) composed of other now ifamous characters came into cir-
culation to delight both masculine and Ieminine readers.

'he Snectator described himself:

I am very well versed in the theory of & husband, or s
father, and can discern the errors in  =conomy, business and
diversions of others, better than those who are engaged in
LNETNaeoeeoesoas

¥or this reason, therefore, I shall nublish & sheet full
of thoughts every morning for the beneflt of my contemporaries
and 1f I can any wey contribute to the diversion or lmprovenent

of the country in which I live, I shell leave it when I am out
of 1t, with the secret satisfaction of Thinking that I have not

lived in vain. 15

wepecially are the characters of Sir Roger de Coverley

15 Spnectator, Mo. L, liarch 1, 1710/11
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and /11l Honeycomb of interest to feminine readers. Sir
Roger, a bachelor because he had been croscsed in love by "a
perverse and beautiful widow of the next county to him", had
been so affected thet he had lost interest in his appearance
but "his temper being naturally jovial, he at last got over
it." ©HNo doubt because of this romantic atmosphe;e attaching
to him, “all young women profess to love him." Lo 71ll Honey-
comnb, the other of these two characters, was so shrewdly de-
scribed by the editors as to ensnare feminine curiosity as to
whatever he might have to relate. He knew "“the history of
the Xing's wenches; our wives and daughters had this manner of
curling thelr hair, that way of placing their hoods; whose
fraelilty was covered by such a short petticoat and whose vanity
to show her Toot made that part of the dress short this year,
in a word, all his conversation and knowledge has been in the
female world." However, 1t must be admitted that thls prom-
ise of scandal-monging falled to materialize in the Spectator.
Mo doubt many readers failing to discover the promised gossip,
remained to read instruction in social decorum, so the end
perhaps justified the means.

‘'hackeray once aptly defined the functlion of the Specta-
tor. He wrote:

In Addison's kind court only minor cases were tried; only
peccadillos and small sins agalinst soclety; only a dangerous

16 spectator, No. 2, March 2, 1710/11 (Steele)
17 Ibid.
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libertinism in tuckers and hoops; or a nulsance in the
abuse of beaux, canes and snuffboxes. Lt may be a lady is
tried for bresking the peace of our goverelgn lady, Queen
Anne, and ogling too dangerously from the side-boxX;.......
or a cltizen's wife for caring too much for the puppet show
and too little for her husband and children....he dismisses
each with the plecsantest penalties end the most charming

words of admonition. 18

Steele, early in the periodical, in outlining the policy
of the BSpectator as regarded 1ts provision for feminine inter-

ests, wrote:

As my pleasures are almost wholly confined tc those of
the sight, 1 tzke it for & pecullar happiness thet I have al-
wvays had an szgy en’ familiar admittance to the fair sex. If
I never praised or flattered, I never belied or contradicted
them. As these coinnose helf the world, and are, by the Just
complaigance and zallartry of our nstlon, the more vowerful
vart of our nseonle, I shall dedlicate a considerable share of
these my sceculatlions to thelr service, and shell lead tre
young tnrovgh all the becoming dutles of virginity, narriage
and widowhcod., ~hen it 1s & women's day in mv woris, 1 shall
endeavor a2t a style and air sulvzlle to thelr understanding.
ihen I say this, I must be understood to mean that I shall
not lower but exslt the subjects I treat upon. Discourse for
their entertalnient is not to e debased but refined.e........
In 2 word, I shall talte it for the greatest glory of my works
if smong reascnable women this paper may furnish tea-table
talk. In order to do it, I shzll treat on matters which re-
late to females &s they are concerned to approach or fly from
the other sex, or as they are tied to them by blood, interest

or affectation. 19

Addison also recomrended the Spectator specifilcally to

the ladies:

But there 1s none to whom this paper will be more useful
than to the female world. I have often thought there has not
been sufficient palins teken in findling out prover employments
and diversions for the falir ones....I hone to increase the

e

18 rhackeray, w#m L., English Humorists of the kighteenth
Century. &dltor, Starke Young. New York, 1911. Ginn and Cou),
Pp. T4 to 76

19 Spectator, No. 4, ierech 5, 1710/11
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number of these (women prcperly employed) by publishing this
dally paper, which I shall always endeavor to make an innoc-
cent 1f not an improving entertainment, and by that means at
least divert the minds of my female readers from grester
trifles. At the same time, as I would fain give some finish-
ing touches to those which are already the most beautiful
pieces in human nature, I shall point out 211 those imperfec-
tions that are blemishes, as well as those virtues which are
the embellishments of the sex. In the meanwhile, I hope
these, my gentle readers, who have so much time on their hands,
wlll not grudge, throwing away a quarter of an hour in a day
on this paper, since they may do it without any hindrance to
businesgs. 20

Jot only to papularize the periodical but also to be
assurad ot proper digciples, the Spectator was recommended,

by Addison, to the consideration of the whole famlly circle:

I would therefore, in a very particular manner recommend
these my speculstions to all well-regulated famllies that set
apart an hour in every morning for ltea, brezd and butter; and
would earnestly advise them for thélr good to order this paper
to be punctually served up, and to be looked upon as a part
of the tea equipage. 21

I'he Spectator assured his readers that space would be
iven to that universally fasclnating sublect, love. However,
ne aszured the forthright that no personalities would ever be
exposed
Upon this occasion, I think but reesonable to declare
that whatever skill . may have in speculation, I shall never
betray whet the eyes of lovers say to each other in my pres-
ence. At the same time I shall not think myself obliged by

this promise to conceal any false protestations which I ob-
serve made by glances in public assemblles; but endeavour to

20 spectator, No. 10, lMarch 12, 1711
21 Ibid.
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make both sexes appear in their conduct what they are in their
nearts. By this means, love, during the time 8f my specula-
tlons shall be carried on with the same sincerity as any other
affair of less consideration. As this 1g the greatest con-
cern, men shall be from henceforth liable to the greatest re-
proach for misbehaviour in it. Falsehood in love shall here-
after bear a blacker aspect than infidelity in friendship or
villainy in business. ©For this good and great end, all
breaches against noble passion, the cement of society, shall
be severly examined. 22

On several other occasions, the Spectator took occasion
to repezat the promise that he would never make personal remarks,
nor would he publish intrigues, although he knew well that such

23
would swell the circulation of the periodical. Perhang the
most concise expression of the purpose of the Spectator, along
with this reassurance, 1s to be found in tumber %4:

In short, if I meet with anything in city, court or coun-
try thet shocks modesty or mammers, I shall use my utmost en-
deavours to make an exemple of 1t. I must however, entreat
every particular nerson who Joes me the honour to be a reader
of this paper never itn think himself or anyone of his friends
or enemies aimed a2t in what is =zzid; for I promise him never
to draw a faulty charscter whichi does not fit at least a thou-
sand people or to nublish 2 esingle peper that 1s not written
in the spirit of bpenevolence and with a love of mankind. 24
ihus he defined the radius of influence which, 1t is clearly
seen, was intended to have no boundaries of character, class
or sex.

wWere further evidence needed to prove the extent to which

the Spectator concerned himself with feminine lnterests, sSwift'g

22 sSpectator, No. 10, March 12, 1711
2% (bid. No. 16, =arch 19, 1711
o4 1bid.No.34, April 9, 1711 (Addison)
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statement that "I will not meddle with the Spectator, let

25
him fair gsex it to the world's end" would be aguite enough.

The Gusrdien

Begun march 12, 1713 and published daily exdept sunday
untll October 2, 1713, the Guardian was another of sSteele's
prejects, Naturally, it continued the policies instituted
in the latler and perpetuated in the Spectator, for once
again Addigon wes his asgsoclate, thus guaranteeing a con-
tinuation "of the same elegance and the same variety." 26

Although a similar plan mas utilized, a new set of
characters was introduced. tHere iestor Ironsgides is the
spectator criticizing morals and manners. As the executor
and guardian of the Lizard family he igs represented as a
familiar in the Lizard home where, at Lady Lizard's tea-
table, he collects as well as dispenses innumbrable com-
nentaries on home and famlly life in general. in the Guardian,
“teczle adopts the device of tea-table gossip previously uti-

lized by an early periodical, the Female latler which was at-

tributed variously to Mrs, de la Riviere ianley and to homas
vaker. 'Lhis device lends itself well to developling a variety
of viewpoints on a given sublect, and, in the Guardian, each
member of the Lizard family 1s awarded consideration in this
way .

testor Ironsides claimed kinshlip with his predecessors,

25 Works (Crown 8 vo.) Vol. AXIII, p. 153
26Johnson, Samuel, Lives cf the Poets. Tondon, 1790 vol,
III, p. 130. Addison
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the Tatler and the SBpectator, remarking :

It is observed by every branch of our family that we
have all of us a wonderful inclination to give good advice,
though 1t is remarked by some of us that we are apt on this
occaslon, rather to give than take. 27

He boasted that

Above a hundred different authors have endeavoured after
ocur family-way of writing, some of which have been writers
in other kinds of the greatest eminence in the kingdom; but I
do not know how it has happened, they have none of them hit
upon the art. rtheir projects have always dropped away after
a few unsuccessful essays. 28

Likte the Bpectator, the Guardian plctures himself as an

0ld gentleman so that hisg criticism may be allowed ¢

For I am past all the Regards of tnis Life, and have
nothinz to manage with any rferson or rarty but to deliver
myself as becomes an old #an, and one who thinks he 1s pass-
ing to Eternmity. All Sorrows which can arrive at me are com-
prehended in the sense of wuilt or Pain; if I can keep clear
of these two krvils, I sh2ll not be apprehensive of any other.
smbition, Lust, Envy, and Revenge are gxcrescence of the Mind
which I have cut off long ago: But as they are Excrescences
who do not only deform but also torment those on whom they
grow, 1 shall do all I can to persuade all others to take the
same measures for their Care which I have. 29

One of the most amusing devices, provocative of interest,
employed by the editors of the Guardian, was the designation
of the Lion's Head as a station for receiving the letters of

correspondents. “The Guardian announced that a large lion's

head would be built and set up in Button's Coffee-house in

27 duardian, No 109, July 16, 1713
28 Ibid.
29 1Ibid.
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Covent Garden 'in imitation of those he had deseribed in

Yenice, through which all tne private intelligence of that

30
commonwealth 1s sald to pass' the mouth of the lion was

described as being wide and voracious, ' which should take in

such letters and papers as are conveyed to me by my correspond-
31
entg,' Later, he announced that the Lion's Head had been

erected!

I need not acquaint my readers that my lion, like a moth,
or a bookworm, feeds upon nothing but peper, and shall only beg
of them to diet him with wholesome and substantial food......

I intend to publish once every week "“the roarings of the
lion"” and hone to make him roar as to be heard all over the
sritish nation. 32

inen Hestor Ironsides, the "Guardian", specificzlly invited
feminine correspondents also, with sly indelicacy impugning

the chastity of women generally:

lhere 18 a notion generally receilved in the world that a
lion is a dangerous creature to all women who are not virgins:
which may have given occasion to a foollst report thnat my lion‘s
jaws are so contrived &s to snep the hands of any of the fair
gex who are not thus qualifled to apnroach it with safety. I
shall not spend much time in exposing the falsity of this re-
port, which [ belleve willl not weigh anything with women of
sense. I shall only s=y thet there i1s not one of the sgex in 2all
the neighborhood of Covent-Garden who may not put her hand in
his mouth with the s-me pecurity as if 2he were a vestal. How-
ever, that the ladles mey not be delerred from corresnoniing
with me by this method, I must acquaint them that the cofies-
ra rag a little dzaughter of about four years o0ld wiuo has been
virtudusly educated, snd will lend her hand upon thils occasion
to any lady thet ghall desire 1t of her. 33

z0 Guardian, ko, 98, July 23, 1715 (Addison)
31 1bid.

%0 Ibid. No. 114, July 22, 1713 (Addison)
33 1Ibid.
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He continued humorousgly :

In the meantime, I must further acquaint my fair readers
that I have thought of making a further provision for them at
my ingenious friend, .ir. liatteaux's, or at Corticelli's, or
some other place freguented by the wits and beauties of the
Sex., As I have here a lion's head for the men, I shall there
erect an unlcorn's head for the ladies.....As both these mon-
sters will be very insatiable and devour great quantities of
vaper, there will be no swall use redound from them. 34

Steele outlined his general purpose thus in the first

nunber of the Guardian:

iy design upon the whole is no less than to meke the
Pulpit, the =ar, and the Stage, all act in Concert in the
Care of Piety, Justice and virtue. 35

‘he Guardian meintained that the correction of swall sins

was properly the province of the veriodical essay, stating

“here are many little extreméties which our preachers
would be very glad to see removed; but at the same tine dare
not meddle with them, for fear of betraying the dignity of the
pulnit. Should they recommend the tucker in a pathetic dis-
course, their audlences would be ant to laugh at ther........
For this reason I look unon myself to be of great use to these
mood men. While they are employed in extirpating mortzl gins,
and crimes of a higher nature, 1 should be glcd to rally the
world out of indecencles and venlal transgressions. While the
doctor is curing distempers that have the appearance of danger
or death in then, the merry-andrew has nis separate packet for
megrims and toothache. 36

In the first number of the uvuardlian, Hditor Steele

34  ‘'he @Guardian, o 114, July 22, 1713 (Addison) An Af-
fixed note to the Guardian, :=o. 114, by Lr. Chalmers, the
editor of British kssavists, states (Volume 17, p. 232);he
Lion's Head formerly ai sutton's Coffee-~house is still pre-
served at the sShakespeszre Tavern in Covent-Garden (see Gentle-
men‘s Lagazine, volume LvIi, p. 311)."

35 guardian, wo. 1, ..arch 12, 1713

36 1bid. No. 107, July 14, 1713
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asserted that '"the improvement of the Ladies" should be one
of nhigs chlef concerns. And in the periodical, he continued
to pass judgment on the "business of dress" and on the appli-
cation of young ladies to the improvement of their minds and
to the best employment of thelr leisure time. In Guerdian,
Mumber 120 (July 29, 1713% }, 4ddison refers to his feminine
readers as "my fair wards", and shows clearly that the peri-
odical has fbeir interests at hezrt. In another issue, the
Guardian stated thet it wes his "design" to keep a watchful
eye over every part of the female sex, and to regulate them
from nead to foot." &

One of his correspondents, one Tom Plain, called upon
the Gusrdian to criticize the current modes in dress, remark-
ing that

Your predecessor, the Bpectator endeavoured, but in vain,
to improve the charms of the falr sex, by exposing their dress
whenever it launched into extremities. 38
e shall find upon scrutiny of the Guzrdlan that the editors
rindly complied with this recuest.

“hereas Addison herein addressed himself to a wide varilety
of matters, both classical and familiar, Steele retsined, in
the Gusrdian, the role of chronlcler of the "Province of Love

39
and all transactions relating to that passion.”

37 Guardian, Jo. 1C9, July 16, 1713

33 Ibid., No. 114, July 22, 1713

39 steele continued in this role throughout all his sub-
sequent perlodicals, namely: the Lover, the Reader (1714); the
rnglishman (1713-16); lommialk (1715/16); ‘tea rable (1715);

Chit-Chat (1716 ?); and the iheatre (1720)
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In summary, we find concrete evidence that the latler,
the Spectztor and the Guardian not only constituted them-
selves the monitors of society but that they particularly
made 1t tneir project to elevate, through cleverly contrived
methods, the characters and manners of the feminine element
of society.

After the cessation of the publication of the Guardisn,
and especlally after the deeth of Addison in 1719, periodical
production declined its brilliancy. iany efitors, lacking
originality, appeared to operate on the premise that what had
once been ponular and of value would be even better in pro-
fusion. 'he number of periodicals had multiplied overwhelm-
ingly by 1724 when, Andrews reports, there were three daily
and five weekly papers printed in London alone, as well as ten
which apneared three times a week, to sSay nothing of those
printed in other localities of Great Britain.4 And periodical
production was so extensive by 1731, that the result was con-
fusing.

the Gentleman's Magazine

or

‘the Monthly Intelligencer

Out of this confusion, Edward Cave brought order by

establishing the Gentleman's Magazine or the !lonthly Intelli-

gencer,which is justly famous because it is the first success-

40 Andrews, Alexander, History of Britlish Journalism,
ILondon, 1l859. 1i--129
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ful miscellany published for English readers and persisted
for well over a century and a half.

Cave, in the first number of the periodical,recounted.
the existing supeffluity of periodical production, stating
thet much valuable reading material by “Persons of Capacity"
wes lost because of being printed in loose papers. He wrote!

It often hapvens that many tnings deserving attentlion
contained in tnem are only seen by accldent, and others not
sufficiently published or preserved for universal Benefit and
Information.

I'his consideration has induced several Gentlemen to pro-
rote a monthly Collection, to treasure, as in a kagazine, the
most remarkable Pleces on the sSubjects above mentlioned, or at
least impartial abridgements thereof, as a method much better
calculated to perserve those things that are curious, than
thet of transcribing. 41

r., Cave further outlined his project as being an under-
taking "“to give a monthly view of all the Pleces of Wlt, Humour,
or Intelligence daily offer's the Publick in the wewspapers....
and in the next place we shall join some other zatters of use

2
or amusement that will be Communiceted to us."

Cave's general method of compiling hls magazine wes to

present abridgements from numerous contemporary pericdicals,

notably the universal Spectator and Weekly Journal; Applebee's

Journal; the London Journal; the Prompter; the Auditor; the

Craftsman; Fog's Journal; the Lally Courtant; the Grubstreet

Journal; and the Weekly Register. Nearly all of these, having

41 ithe Gentleman's Magazine or Konthly Intelligencer,
Volume the kirst for the year 1731l. Introduction.
42 1bid.
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s prior to the establish-

b]

been in circulation for =zeveral ye

¢l

ment of The Gentleman's lapazine had wnracticed, as a comnon
policy, currying nopular trends of feminism, particularly in
the field of sentiment. 1o a widely variocus selection from
such perilodicals as these, Cave added, on his own account,
original essays dealing with morals, affairs of the heart, and
domestlic matters. iIhe whole was rounded into a Megazine by
the publication of such items as domestic and forelgn news;
lists of army promotions; book lists, and stock listgs-~--of
greéat importance in Great Eritain where speculation was rife.

towhere in the Centleman's lagazine is an avowed purpose

of engaging feminline readers expresged. Such an expression
does not seem necessary in view of the history of perlodicals
up to thet date. lor, indeed, does i1 seem necessary in view
of the plethors of extracts relating to women's affairs, found
represented thereln.

''he trend toward the Sentimentalism of Richardson 1is

plainly seen in the specles of egsays selected for reproduc-

tion in the UYentleman's lMagazine. ‘‘hey testify that the light,

o

gay, bantering tone of the Llatler, the Spectator and the
Guardian had been swamped in almost simpering efifusions on the
heauties of love and the merried state. In buil

)

timental attitude toward woman and her sphere, thls mlscellany

zlmost entirely neglected the correction of her small soclal
43

gins.

\

43 See Gentleman's ilegazine, 1733 (Vol. III) The Auditor
for April 24, 1733, do. 31
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Illustrative of this Sentimentalism we find I'r. Stone-

castle of the Universsl Svectator( who had now come to take

the role of the "Spectator" or "Guardian" in the lives of
readers) flattering his feminine correspondents while he sub-

tly insults their intelligence:

¥r, Stonecastle observes ' that there is generally moee
ound Sense runs through the Epistles he receives from the
;@Qigs then in those from the ien. ‘'he %omen chuse no Sub-
Jeet © but whet they understand, , and their thoughts spring
from their nearts, and what Nature dictates cannot be disa-

greeavle. ' 44

And taking it for granted that woman's interects were linmited
to the two topics, the Prompter published an essay "Of Love

and Beauty". Rether ambiquously, he wrote :

'he Papers being devoted to my falr Readers, I believe

't1s needless to sue for their Attention----- they are too
nearly concerned to be indifferent. Hothing is more gener-
ally to be believed by 2ll, to be known and yet is in fact
less understood then Love. ' 45

In the seme number, a bld for continued interest is made:

Hitherto I have talked of Love as a philosopher but may
hereafter intersperse sentiments more agreeadle. 45

sumerous examples could be given to show that the perlodicals

contributing to the Gentleman's Hagazine during the first five

years of its history served only as retaining agents for what

1ittle social progress woman had made by that time; and that

44 Centlemen's lagazine, vol. IV, 1734 from the Universal

Spectator, No. 322, Lec. T, 1734,
45 Ibid. Vol. 4, 1735 Lhe Promnter for Januvary, 1735

46 ibid.
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they did not serve her caucse bevond cherishing her for senti-

mental rezsons. ‘l'he fact that the tentleman's jlecazine made

no positive invitation to women readers corroborates the fact
that temporarily, at least, active vropagandizing in behalf

of woman was elther being ignored or was lying dormant. Since
the reading »ubllic made no complaint, we can but conclude that
the latter condition obtained, for it is too well tnown thet
publications from thet day to this have always met public de-
mand. S0 we find woman's soclal progress definitely stalemated
for the time being.

1The Yemale BSpectator

Of perticular interest in thls study, the remale Spectator

S]]

of rs. Hliza :saywood, is distinguished, not so nmuch for its
matter and style as for the fact that it was a bona fide 1Lit-
erary vperiodicel for women, edited by a women, and as such, best
reflects the status o1f woman's social positlion at the time of
its nublication. «rs. Haywood established tnles perlodical in

Lpril, 1744 and it ran until Aoril, 1746,

“he plan of the Female Spectator is reminlscent in some

degree of tne remale ilatler of veorge salker and lMrs. de la

Riviere .anley in that irs. Haywood's cnief editorial device
wes the pretension of a fictitious editorial staff. 1In this
way, she credited varying viewpoints or opinions to each of
“our characters, including herself, and three friends; :iira,
7ife to a Gentleman of Worth; a #idow of Juality; eand Ruphro-

sine, daughter of a Merchant of Jealth. By thls harmless ruse
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irs. Haywood no doubt hoped to leave the impression that
she nad cooperatlion in the preparation of the papers.

'In her dedication of the new periodical to the vuchess
of Leeds, Lrs. Haywood, in initstion of Addison and steele,
dedicated her peper to the correction of small sins:

The chlief view in publishing these monthly essays is to
rectify some errors which small as they may seem at first, mey,

if indulged, grow up into greater, till they at last become
Yices and make all the misfortunes of our Lives. 47

t'he remale Svectator, in defining her right of authority,

gave a resumé of her experience. She was formerly a coaquet,
she averred, and

Uress, kguipage and =#lattery were the idols of my heart.
“itn this experlence, added to a genius tolerably extensive,
and an education more liber=1 than is ordinarily allowed to
persons of my sex, 1 flattered nyself that 1t might be in ny
power to be in some measure both uselful and entertaining to
the public. 48

inere can be no doubt but that lrs. Haywood certainly
modeled her work here on that of Addison and Steele. Like
them, she assured her reasders that she would never become per-
scnal nor venomous in her remaris, her “intention being only
to expose the vice not the person.” (This was a decided de-
nerture from her former works, consisting of a vlay, many
novels, and two periodicals, wherein the identity of persons

07 the day was none too thickly velled, while a2t the same time

49
she plied them with invective.)

47 Female Spectator, Vol. I, Dedicatlon

48 1bid. Book I

49 See Bhe Life and Romances of lrs. Elize Haywood, by
George F. ilhicher (Columbia university Press, lew York, 1915)
for full information on irs. Haywood.
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irs. Haywood also employed the practice of Steele and
Addison of utilizing historical an® clagsical Cheracters as

exemplars

Hor shell I confine myself to modern transactions; when-
ever I find an example among the Antients which may serve to
illustrate my topic, I shall happen to be upcn, I shall make
no scruple to insert it. A4n instance of shining virtue in
any age, can never be too proposed as & pattern, nor the fa-
tality of misconduct too much impressed on the minds of our
youth of both sexes. 50

Irs. Haywood summed up her general purpose in thig wise:

To check the enormous growth of luxury, to reform the
morals, and imprcve the manners of an age, by a2ll confessed
degenerate and sunk, are the grest ends for which thesSe essays
are chiefly intended; and the authors flatter themselves that
nothing has been advanced but may contribute in a more or lecss
degree to the accomplishing so glorious & point. IMany little
histories, it is true, are intersnersed, but they are such as
serve to enforce precent by example, and make the beauty of
virtue and deformity of vice sink deeper into the reader's mind.
then we would strike at any favorite passion, 1t requires the
utmost delicacy to do it in such & manner as shall make the per-
son guilty of it ashamed of being so, without being angry at the
detection; and no way so likely to succeed, as to shew him the
resemblance of himself in the character of another. 51

Proving her zealous intention to busy herself only with

rectifying “the parts of the whole", the Female Spectator pub-
lizshed a letter from one of her critics, "Curioso Polities".

In hies letter, dczted from :'hite's Chocolate House, Hovember 9,
1745, he upbraided her for not giving her readers the news, par-

ticulerly that concerning matters of government and the progress

50 See ‘the Life and Romances of lrs. kliza Haywood, by
George F. .hicher (Columbla university rress, iew York, 1215)
for full information on lirs. Haywcod.

51 Female Spectator, Vol. 2, Bk. vIII
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of the army and other "such accounts as are every day to

be found in the public papers*. He indicted her further:

Lo deal plainly with you, the best that can be szid of
the lucubrations you have hitherto published is that they are
it presents for the country parsons tc make to their young
paerishionersti-~------ and to be rezd in boarding-schrools, and
recommended as maxims for the well regulating »rivate life
but are no wey fit for the polite coffee houses, or to sat-
isfy nersons of an inocuisitive taste. B2

She defended her gasguistry in thls manner:

‘‘'he Female Spectator is not altogether so indolent and
insensible to public transactions as he ("Curioso Politico")
imagines, and 1f he 2llows (2s sure he must) thet virtue is the
surest preservation of freedom, he must at the same time allow,
that an endeavour to rectify the morals of individuals is the
first step ought to be talten for rousing up a general srdour
for mainteining and asserting those privileges our ancestors
nurchaged for us with thelr best blood and we have renewed the
lease of by almost all our treasure.

In this rosd, therefore, 1 have travelled since the begin-
ning of these lucubrations, and from this I shall not through
the whole course of them depart. 53

As the publications ccontinued, more complaint arose be-
cause of the fact thet the tone gradually gave over from one
of entertainment to one entirely of moral admonition. Confess-
ing the didactic practlices rankly prevalent among the sSenti-

mentalistg, irs., Haywood replied:

‘'o the greatest part of this accusation, I must plead
guilty.....In the first place, 1t was necessery to engege the
attention of those I endeavcured to reform by giving them such
things as I knew would please them....therefore I begen that
way, and proceeded by degrees to more grave admonitions.

i was obliged to treat them with the tenderness of a
mother, but not lite some mothers, to continue my indulgence
to their ruin. <1he examples I gave of gocd and bad behaviour

52 KFemale Spectator, Vol. II, Bz, VIII
5% 1bid.
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were not merely to divert them, but to inspire them with an
ambition of imitating the one, and the care to avoid the
other.

For thls end it was 1 chose to assume the name of iemgle
Spectator rather than that of “Monitor" as thinking the lat-
ter by discovering too plainly my design, might in a great
measure have frustrated it with the gay and unreflecting, who
are indeed those from whom thle work was chiefly intended as
standing most in need of it.

Bad as the times are, I am fully persuaded, ncy convinced,
that there are no inconsiderable number who annrove this under-
taking, for the very reason that some others are displeased
with it, and thst several of those last mentioned have even
been the better, and throwing aside their vanity and expecta-
tions, have dressed themselves in the glass of nature. 54

Purporting to have won the approval of the majority of
her readers, Lirs. Heywood nublished a letter from ohe of them

to prove it

"Ladies,

Permit me to thankk you for the kind and generous tazsk you
have undertaken to improve the minds and manners of our unthink-
ing sex; it is the noblest =2ct of charity you could exercise in
en age like ours, where the scnse of good and evil are almost
extingulshed, and people desire tc appear more virtuous than
they really are, that so they may be less unfashionable: this
humour which is too prevelent In the femzle sex, 1ls the true
ocecasion of the many evils and dangers to which they are daily
expesedi-—---- no wonder the men of sense disregard us | and the
digsolute triumnh over that virtue they ought to protect . 55

aking advantage of the Rising flood of Sentlmentalism,
i'rs, Heywood 2llowed her neriodical to drift with the current.
Tove beceme her chief concern and moralizing her best craft.
she dealt with the countless domestic minutlal which absord

women. She preached conjugal fidelity. She prescribed study

for the development of the mind and prover good taste, yet she

54 Female Spectator, vJol. IV, Bk. XXIV
55 Ibid. Vol. II, k. X
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advocated domesticity rather than worldly nursuits for women.
She posited that woman should occupy a more cherished position
than soclety allowed her.

Perhaps the most revolutionary aspect of the Female Spec-

tator, as a testimonial of woman's social progress, is the
evidence that women were interested in ¥rs. Haywood's dis-
gourses on literature. ‘hese in themselves were usually re-
markable not so much for thelr perspicuity as because of her
dering to publish them. However, 1n view of the féw embryonilc
gtirrings toward a Shakespezrean revival at that period, Mrs.
Haywood's commentaries on that great poet, however ineffec-
tually expressed, are little less than sensational in a woman
of the era.

sihen we find that the Female Spectator aimed only at hold-

ing the standards set earlier by Addison and Steele, we expect
to find no mariked progress of feminism. In this, we are wer-
rented when we discover that Lir, Haywood is at heart no cru-
sader, but rather a Sentimentalist whose chief function 1s

moralizing.

T'he Rambler of Lr. Sanuel Johnson

Although popular appreciation of the periodical essay had
begun to decline, paradoxically, the Rambler was at the same
time the most vopuler and the most famous periodical of the
single-essay tyne. A single essay was published on each annear-

ance, ‘Lluesdays and Saturdays.
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Johnson's style was, naturally, one of dignity and
erudition. Chalmers says that Johnson "could not descend
to famillarities with tuckers and commodes, with fans and
noop petilcoats.....it must be allowed that the levity and
giddiness of coguets and fine ladies are expreszed with great
difficulty in the Johnsonian language. It has been objected
2lso that even the names of his lasdies have very little of
the a2ir either of court or city..........{Dr., Johnson) apnears
to have taken his Zeovherettas, vrrypheruses, itellas, Iilso-
theas, Vagarios and Flirtillas from the suggestive names gilven

56
irs. Haywood's iemale Spectator currency." Heavily didactlice

In tone, the Rambler was a far cry from the lightly humorous
half-sheet follos of Steele's and Addison's era.

‘'o Johnson's credit, however, it should be saild that he
was as originel in his own wey as Addison had been, vnarticu-
larly in that his subjects were new in the essgay-writing fileld
and also in the excellence of the religious and moral nature
of his discourses. Ur. Chalmers Commented @

What virtue he praises receives dignity and sitrength; and
whatever vice nhe exposes becomes more odious and contemptible.
Instances might be multiplies in which common truths and common
maxims are supnorted by an elocuence nowhere else to be found;.
ve...the author's favorite study (is) the study of the heart.57

Although Johnson was dedicated, at that time, to the drudg-

ery of conpiling his dictionary, nevertheless he found time to

~ O

. cit., volume XIX, Preface to zambler, np. XLIII-XLV

d. pp. XLVII and XLVIII

wul
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produce, personally, all of the Rambler essays except the
five whier he credited to others in the last of the series.
sumbers 10, 30, 44, 97 and 100 were credited to Richardson,
to l1ss Catherine talbot, to Miss *ulso (later :rs. Hestor
Chapone) and to Mrs. klizabeth (Eliza) Carter, resvectively.
Lherefore, his critic may assume that the Hambler, as a whole,
reflects and embodied Johnson's ideals and dogmas.

ihen in Rambler dumber 184, Dr. Johnson discussed essay-
writing, and, particularly, appropriate topics for essays, he
concluded:

'he most frequent difficdulty by which the authors o
these petty compnogitions are distressed arises from the or-
petual demand of novelty and change........

It is iIndeed true tha’ thnere is seldom any necezsity of
looking or inaguiring long for a proper subject. bvery diver-
sity of nature, every publick blessing or calamity, every
comestlic pain or gratification, every szlly of caprice, blun-~
der of absurdity, or strategem of affectation may supoly mat-
ter to him whose only rule is uniformity. 58

His "only rule of uniformity", indeed, along with cham-
pioning literature and the litterateur was to instruct and
refocrm. e dild not shirk pointing out the vain follies of his
day nor did he miss an opportunity to commend '"sincerity, honor
and virtue" with such profundity as to admit him to fame for
his essays alone, had he no other claims upon it. He clearly
felt that “the tazsk of an author was to teach what is not
known or to recommend known truths by his manner of adorning

59
them" He also admitted @

58 Rambler, sumber 184, Saturday, bLecember 21, 1751
59 1bid. No. 3, Luesday, larch 27, 1750
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I took upon me the office of a periodicesl monitor. 60

darly in his periodiceals Johnson began to devote space
to feminine interests. 1In Rambler, sumber 34, he admitted

that he was influenced by his women resders:

I have been censured for having hitherto dedicated so
few of my speculations to the ladles; and indeed, the moralist
whose instructions are accomodated only to one half of the
‘human specles must be confessed not sufficlently to have ex-
tended hls views.......We find thet in philosonhical dis-
courses wnich teach by vnrecent, or historical narratives that
instruct by exanmple, the peculiar virtues or faults of women
311 but & small part; perheps generally too srmall, for so
much ci domestic haoniness ie¢ in thelr handg, and their influ-
ence 1s 8o grect upon our earliest years, that the universal
interest of the world recuires them to be well instructed in
thelr province; nor can it be thought proper that the auel-
ities by which so much pain or pleasure may bve given should
be left ©to the Airection of chance. 51

Tynical oi the toplics of interest to women included among
the zambler essays are these: 'the llisery of a Modist Lady in
solitude" (io. 42); "the Uneasiness =nd Lisgust of remale
cowerdice" (ilo. 34); thne Unhanniness of ifomen, Jhether Single
or iarried"” (do. 39); "ohe Zmrlorment of a Housewife 1n tne
Country' (umo. 51); "a Young T.ady's Imnatience of Control'(io.
843 “the Historr o & zezuby' (wo. 130); end "the Character
of .rs. musy" (ilo. 13%); and many more.

“hile Johnson retained the old device of propounding
Characters, he combined it as did all of tae foregoing es-
seyiets with that of nublishing letters to nimself, nurportedly

from readers sceining his advice.

60 Zambler, io. 15, “uesday, .ay 8, 1??0
61 Ibid. Ho. 34, saturday, July 14, 1750



57

One such "letter" (an excernt from the essav, "rhe
fisery of a Modist Lady in Solitude') everlastingly insures
Dr. Johnson agalinst those critics who would deny him a sense

of humor, sly though it may have been. “iuphelia" writes:

I am no grave admirer of grave writings and therefore
very Irequently lay your papers aside before I have read
them through; yet I cannot but confess that, by slow degrees,
you have raised my opinion of your understanding a2nd that
though I believe 1t will be long before 1 can be nrevalled
upon to regard you with much kindness, you have, however more
of my esteem than thoge whom I sometimes make hap»ny with ovn-
rortunities to fill my tea-pot or pick up my fan. 1 shall
therefore chuse you for the confident of my distresses and
eck” your counsel with regard to the means of conquering or
escaping Tthem, though I never expect from you any of that
softness and pliancy which constitutes the perfection of a
companion for the ladies.....

I shall, therefore, think you a benefactor to our sex,
if you will teach me the art of living alone. 62

Another mischievously humorous letter, reflecting quite
clearly Johnson's attitude towszrd the feminine world, is

signed “Bellaria", and states:

My aunt has just brought me a bundle of your paners for
my amusement, She says you are a philosopher and will teach
me to moderate my desires and look mpon the world with indif-
ference. But,dear sir, I do not wish, nor lntend to moder-
ate my desires nor can 1 think it proper to look upon the
world with indifference till the world looks with indifference
on me. I have been forced, however, to sit mornings a whole
auarter of an hour with your paper before my face; but just
as my aunt came in, Phyllida hacd prought me a letter from ur.
irip which I put within the leaves and read about absence and
tneonsolableness and ardour, and irresistarle pasgssion and
eternal constancy, while my aunt imagined thzt I was puzzling
myself with your philosophy, end often crled out, when she saw
me look confused, "If there i1s any word that you do not under-
stend, caild, I will explain it." 63

62 Rambler, bo. 42, Saturday, August 11, 1750
63 Ipid., No. 189, luesday, January 14, 1752
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Johnson wrote gravely of marrisge and its responsi-
bilities, and took it upon himself to advocate marriage for
sentiment rather than for settlement. His attitude toward

the institution is remarkable in that age. He wrote:!

I intend to treat in more papers on this lmportant
article of life, and shall, therefore, make no reflection
upon these histories except that all whom I have mentioned
failed to obtain hapniness for went of considering that
marriage 1s the strictest tle of perpetual friendship, and
there can be no friendship without confidence, and no con-
fidence without integrity; ané that he must expect to be
wretched who pays to beauty, riches, or politeness that re-
gard which only virtue and nilety can claim. 64

the lagst Rambler essay, published on iiarch 14, 1752
summarizes ¢ohnson's reforming purpose in producing the

periodicel. He declares:

As 3t has been my principal design to inculcate wisdom
or nietv, I have allotted few papers to the idle sports of
imagination. Some, werhaps may be found, of which the high-
est excellence is harmless merriment; but scarcely any men
1s so steadily serious as not to complain that the severity
of dictatorial instruction has been tco seldom relleved, and
that he is driven by the sternness of the Rambler's philos-
ophy to more cheerful and alry companions.....

In the pictures of 1ife, I have been so studlous of

ovelty of purpose as to depart wholly from all resemblence.

ihe esseys professedly seriousg, 1f I have been able to

execute my own intentions, will be found exactly conformable
to the precepts of Christianity, wilthout any accomodatlion to
the licentiousness and levity of the present age. L therefore
look beck on this part of my work with pleasure which no blame
cr praise shall diminish or azugment. I shall never envy the
honours which wit and learning obtain in any other.

Herein we discover that Lr. Johnson's bluff classicism

was but the august cloak of the heart of a Sentimentalist. As

64 Rembler, No 18, ¥ay 19, 1750
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such, we do not find his periodical furthering the cause of
women beyond the goals already reached. Yet Dr. Johnson is
to be commended in that & man of his mental powers recog-
nized the importance of women readers enough to cater to
them iIn his periodicals.

LThus, through the examination of the latler, the Spec-

tator, the Guardian, the Gentleman's YMagazine, the Female

ponectator and the Rambler, we verify the fact thet they
were Iindeed the social monltors which they pretended to be.
In th'is role, each perilodical employved various edltorisal
devices calculated to attiract readers generally, and partic-
ularly, women readers. Then after having engaged thelr
attention, these periodicals began to instruct the world of
women readers not only with the view of entertaining them,
but also for the purpose of elevating their minds and char-

acters.



CHAPLIER TIII
ATTEVPIS 10 REFORY THE CCNVENTICNAL FEMININE CHARACTER

In arriving at the character of the typlcal woman of so-
clety of the early elgnteenth century, we have only to study
the perilodicals of the time; in this way we are adble to recon-
struct a composite picture. Bhe was, they tell us, usually a
vain, 1dlé crecture, loving extravagant show; She avidly
pursued nleasure, cosuetting, dancing and gambling belng her
favorite occupations. Cne perilodical characterized thus the
sex

‘‘he women are fine and handsome, ¥ind and sffable; nor
are displeas’'d with any but such as boast of what they never
41d or neglect to do what they might: 1lhey who have Cunning
or Bezuty, command the lien; Husbsnds are treated as thelr
Servants, Gallants as their 5Slaves. It 1s not the rashlon
for iothers to suckle their own children, nor to keep up a
remale Virtue call'd Housewifery. <t‘here are few 2enelopes
who weave, and Needlework is voted pernicious to the syes.

Marrisges among the politer Zeople, after a certain rire
are dissolv’'d: !y Lord and Lady after the first lonth are
never seen together.l

‘'he early elghteenth century conventlcnal Feminine Char-
acter was modification of the Restoration type who, being ex-
posed to the prudish regime of Willlam and lary, adopted a
certain degree of affected prudery, along with which she ex-

hibited the gauche, extravagant alr of the new-rich, spending

money in any way that would afford pleasure. She was too

1 gentleman's Magazine, Vol. IV, renroducing universal
Jpectator, no. 289, April 20, 1734
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often lacking in learning, since the training of the typical
knglish woman of that time was, a2t most, tor the purnose of
her partieipatlon in society and, at least, tc the extent of
teaching her how to meke herself pleasing to men.

fere 1t was thalt the periodical essayists did thelr best

service. Beginning with Steele and Addison, all of them crit-
icized woman's almless pursult of nleasure, they recommended
virtue, modesty, naturalness, and all the pleasing cualities
of humen nature; and they satirized women's affectation in
manner, dress and learning. Best, of all, in the succeeding
cnapter, we shall find that they attemnted to elevate her
nosition in the world's esteem by pointing out her claims to
distinction and by euloglzing the gttractions of love and
merriage

‘the composlite Teminine creature of steele's ang aAddison's

e

era wore noop siirts of finest silks from the orient, or of

woolen from the 4nglish mills; and she wore & ridiculously tall
2

ﬂeun—hresh.— She painted ner face with whaltening, used "beouty

smots", wielded a fan in meaningful manner, and often carried a

lep-dog or some such pet. Bhe set hersell egainst an extrav-

sgant background of fine furnishings, perhaps of oriental lac-

cuer-work, strewn with decoraiive China, set in rooms hung

with silk or feather hangings. Here she drank tea late mornings

2 See cericature by Hogerth, showing the halr-dresser work-
her hair from the ventege of a ladder.
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and alternoons with friends of beth sexes. 1f these chanced
to cell early in the morning, before ten o'cloclk, che,in the
Irench menner, was likely to receive them in her bed-chasmber,

]

ne ventage of her nighly befurbished bed, and have her
3

mald serve Them chocolate. During the week, she was apt to

from ©

heve one formal "at home" day, and on Sundevs she sent her
coachman to call at the homes of her friends and say "Hew-do-
ye ?" When she herself went cslling, she preferred riding in
a coach luxurious with thet novelty, gless windows. Otherwise
she used a sedan.chalr.

For recreztion, she conetlimes went horsebvack-riding
dresgssed in the accepted neblt of the time so severely tallored
as to receive nmuch outwz:d criticism from the men, who feared
sn encrozchment upon thelr province. Other pleasures in whieh
my lzdy indulged included walking in the 1a'l, going to Ranelegh
and Jauxhell where she listened to the music, perhans danced,
drenk tea, ans nlayed cards, tesking a pinch of snuff now and
then from the most ornamental of boxes.

At fashionable dinners, the ladies sal alternately with men
in the Dutch fashion introduced by William and idry. However,
atter dinner, the sexes separated nunctiliously; sometimes they
repaired to separate rooms, sometimes to the seme drawing-room

where the ladies congreigted at one end of the room and the

gentlemen at the other,

3 Spectator, No. 323, serch 11, 1711/12

4 The Lricks of the iown Laid Onen (1747), Belng zeprints
of Three iighteenth Century Iracts with an Introductlon by Ralph
straus, and Eilght Illustrations. ZNew Yorik, 1922. vhe Irip fron
st. James's to the Xoyal :xchange (1744), p. 225
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#hen the social season in London was over, milady ex-
nausted from her round of pleasure, renaired to one ot the
fashionable saths where she immediately resumed the round,
only finding herself more completely involved in a trivial
world of fashlon.

All in all, the grestect problem of the modish lady of
the early eighteenth century was to maintain her place in the
soclal whirl. As easily as fortunes were made, they were, in
turn sometimes lost. An anonymous writer, of about 1735, wrote
of the miserieg resulting from the extravagences of the time:

The Innumerable Bgulpages end outward Appearances that we
see in every corner are bult the dismal prosnect cf an unlversal
poverty, and crowds of mlserable people, elther wraclized with the
Agonies of their own Guilt or r'olly, are groaning under the
terrible Apprehensions of Bankruptcy. Observe the Shops and
you'll see @n Universal Discontent and llelancholy hanzing in the
faces of their respective Cccuriers. 5

i‘'he periodicals attached this rage for extraVagance, plac-
ing extreme emphasls at the same time on the recommendation of
woman's chief virtues which they appeared to consider chastity,
modesty (2s opnosed to vanity and affectation), and natural
beauty

Regarding the first of these virtues, namely chastity, one
essaylst wrote:

he grezt point of honour in men is Courage and in women
Chastity. If a man loses his honour in one encounter, it is

not impossible for him to regain it in another; a slip in a
woman's honour 1ls lrrecoverable.

5 The Iricks of the Town Laid Open (1747), Being Reprints
of ''nree Eignteenth Century iracts with an Intmoductlion by Ralph
Streus and kight Illustrations. New York, 1928. A Tripn Llhrough
the wown (1735), pp. 113-114
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they had extended their persons and lengthened themselves
out into formidable and glgantic figures....I am nighly
pleased with the colffure now in fashion. 32
Other comments in the same veriodical would indicate that
woman's hair-dressing 4id not remain ao simple very long.
An anonymous writer in 1728 mentioned the fact that women
at that time wore heavy headdresses. A servant woman is
reprimanded by her mistress Tor "loading her fine Brussels
rdead and Ruffles with such a quantity of Starch, that', she
sald, “they ;;te s neavy uvon her as Frauds on a Supercargo's

Conscience"

About this time, the Gentleman's lagazine records the
3

fact that women dressed their hair in a variety of modes:

The Head-dress is the highest pcint of female elegance,
where (one) finds such a variety of modes, such a iiedley of
Decoration, that he knows not where to fix 1t. lhe Ornaments
of the Halr, stiled the Herns, ne is certain was calculated
by some good natur'd Lady to keen her Spouse in Countenance,
and by Sympathy the Faghion has preveailed ever since. 34

Agein, in the Gentleman's Magezine,we find:

The Digcourge at our Club the other wight, turn'd upon
temale Head Dress. frank kasy said the Head Dress is equally
free from the Over-growth in those of our Great Grand-mothers,
and the bwarfishness that succeeded in the last Age; but the
Iadles still retazin an ornament for that Part, whiceh is often
unbecoming, namely their Bridles or Kisgsing Strings. ‘Lhis
“aghion we owe to the French Ladies.....35

32 Spectator, Ho. 98, June 22, 171l. 5See also Snectators,
Yo. 30 and hHo. 50

33 iricks of the Lown Laid Open. A trip Yrom St. James's
to the Royal kxbhange (revised 1735 and 1744) , p. 117

z4 (Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. I, renroducing ieekly
Recrister, Ho. 66, July 10, 1731

35 sentleman's lMagazine, volume I1I, cuoting ilhe Auditor,

do. 29, April 17, 1733
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the essaylists imputed the qulcek nageantry of style ‘o
woman's vanity, love of novelty, and her tendency toward

affectatlon. In the Uentlemen's !‘zeazine we find an apt

expression of tnig idea:

Lig love of novelty is the Parent o woshion, =nd =g
Fancy glckens with one Image it longs oy saglhevw; this is
the cause of the continual Revolutlons o -zbit and Behaviour.
i'nis Affectation 1ls 8o prevelent, that a certain Lady of Humour
and Quality frecuently invented some whimsical Uress which she
was sure to become, that others might copy her and be laughed
at for thelir folly. Hence 'tis plain that every novelty is
but beauty. 36

y O

Among the adjuncts to her attire, the woman of the early
eighteenth century affected many faddish practices which the
periodlczal essaylsts disannroved. Particularly d4id the fan,
the anuff-box and the salts bottle draw ridicule. But even
more criticism was levied at woman's fad of harboring pets
such as the parrot, the lan-dog, and the monkey. Addison's
wit was never demonstrated more entertainingly then when he
wrote essavs on these subjects. His paper on the lxercise of
the ran is jJjustly famous. Iherein the iaster of this exercise
outlines the lessons he gives the ladlies in handling thelr
fans daintily and coguettisly. ‘he Instructor concludes:

The fluttering of the fan is the last (lesson), and in-
deed the master nlece of the whole exercise....cecireee.ns

ihere 1s an infinite variety of motlons to be made use

of in the flutter of the fan. <There is the angry flutter,
the timorous flutter, the confused flutter, and the amorous

flutter.....37

%6 Gentleman's Hagazine, vol.I, reproducing Weelkl
Register, ido. 66, July 10, 1731
37 spectator, No. 102, July 27, 1711
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In the ratler, sSteele had already established the sub-
Ject of the fan as a fitting subject for satire. re related
an encounter between two girl friends----vDelanmire who 1is
about to be married, and Yirgulta who despairs of “entering
the metrimonial state." W hen asked the secrst of her charm,
LDelanmira says her success is due to her fan., ~rresenting the
fan to Virgulta, she advises her in tnis manner:

You may observe in all public assemblies, the sexes seemn
to senarate themselves and draw up to attack each other with
eyve-snot: that is the time when the fan, which 1s 211 the
armour of a woman, is of most use in our defence, for our
minds are construed by the waving of that little instrument,
and our thoughts apnear in composure or agitation according to
the motion of it. 38

As for the use of snuff, the Spectator lamented the fact
thet "even fine women take snuff, taizen with & coguetist air

39
by some, a sedate masculine one in others.”

i'rg. Faywood w2s most sneclific as to the proner use of
the snuff-box and smelling-selts bottle as adjuncts to the
feghlionable lady's erulpage:

he snuff-box and smelling-bottle are pretty trinkets in
a lady's pocket, and are frequently necessary to supply a

nause in conversation, and on some other occesiong; but what-
ever virtues thzy e2re possessed of, they are all lost by a too

c~rnatant and familiar use, and nothing can be more pernicious
to the brain or render one more ridicrl~ouz In commany, than to
have cither of *“hem perpetually in osre's oac. 40

soman's fashionable nrac Ics ¢l surrounding herself with

nets drew the satire of periodical writers. How herd this wae

32 uvatler, 0. 52, August 9, 1709
39 ZSpectator, so. 344, April 4, 1712
40 remele Speétator, Jol. I1, Bk. Vill, p.B55
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for the critics to endure is best indicated by the extent
of thelr attention to the subject. Addison exnressed him-

gelf:

A lapn-dog has brolzen the hearts of thousands. Flavia,

who had buried five chlildren and two 1wusbands was never
able to get over the loss of her parrot. 41

1The Tatler also relates that one gentleman, when he saw that

<01l had all her attention although nis sighs were neglected,

thereuncn addressed a poem to tihe narrot in the hove of gain-
42

ing the ear of his mlstress. sam rusty repcorted to the

ratler that when he called upon .rs. Feeble (formerly Eetty

rrigkt), he found her cnember Infested with pets.

I found her environed by an old shock 40g...a MONKEY...
a great grey soulrrel...and a parrot. 43

aAddison, in a startlingly modern psychological analysis,

explains this tendency of woman to adopt pets:

As they are by nature very much formed for affection and
dalliance, . have observed that wnen by too obstinate a cruvelty
or any other means they have disappointed themselves of the
prover objects cof love, &8s husbands, or chlldren, such virgins
heve, exactly at such & year, grown fond of lep-dogs, varrots,
or other animals. 44

ne essayists were lilkewlse, outspoken in tnelr criti-

cism of woman who used cosmetics such as wnitening and patches.

41 ratler, wo. 146, .arch 16, 17/09/10
42 I1bid. wWo. 206, Uecember 21, 1710
4% ipid. wo. 27, June 11, 1709

44 1bid. do 121, January 17, 1709/10
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ihey recomrended natural bezuty in contrast to the conceal-

ment oi defects by "painting” (the use o1 whitening). And

trelr pracilce oY wesering patches resulted in ~nuch badinage,

narviculerly I'rom those writers of the Jueen Anne period.

iy

L'ne ppectator cuotes from a letier received from a gen-

tleman correspondent wherein the writer declares he has just

b

nretensions to 2 divorce, as the woman he married is not thre

ons ne took her to be, now that ne hes seen her without paint.
ihis gentleman is of the opinion now that the women are very

szillful at concealments. He seys

Give them but a tolerable valr or eves to set up with,
and tnevy will meke Dbosom, lipg, cheeks, an® eve-brows bv theilr
can industry. 45

rhe Spectator allows "thet he hes very much jJustice on his

He continues:

T have indeed very long observed thls evil, and distin-

st tnose of our women who wear their own from those in bor-
o.ed complexions by tne rPlcets and the british covieneninnn..
e Eritish have a lively animated aswnect, the Plcts though
never so beautiful, heve dead uninforme? countenances. ‘The
wuscles of the real face sometlimes swell with soft passion,
sudden surprlse, and are Tlushed with agreeable confusions...
Mt the Flets behold 2ll things with the same ailr, whether
they are Joyful or sead; tne same fixec insens*b111tv appears
upon all occasions. A Plct, trough she L”“es all pains to in-
vite the apnroach of lovers, is cbliged to keep them at a cer-
tain distance; a signh in a langulsting lover if fetched too
neer her would discolve a feature; and a tlss snatched by a
froward one, might transfer the complexion of the mistress to
the admirer. 46

= L5} I"\

-y

rhen the Spectator humorously relates how 111 Honeycomb,

enamored of a ?Pict, could get her attertions in no othner way

45 3pectator, No. 41, April 17, 1711
46 Ibid.
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than by bribing her meld “to conceal him early in the morning
behind the hangings in nhis mistress's dressing roonm' . He
watches hls love, not recognizing her, as she applies her com-

plexion:

As soon as he saw ihe dawn of her complexion..........he
thought 7it to brealr from his concezlment....the Pict stood
berore nhim in utmost confusion with the prettiéest smirk imag-

ina®ble on the finished side of her face, pale as eshes on the
other. 47

e then gives the charascter of Statira who, being nsturzl

in her beauvty, 1ls a worthy example to all women:

Her features are enlivened with the cheerfulness of her
ovn mind, and good humour clilves an alacrity to her eyes. She
l1s graceful without afiecting an air, and unconcerned without
appearing careless., Her having no manner of art in her mind,
mekes ner went none in her person. 48

(@]

n the other haend, we find in the Gentleman's iagazine

in 1734, a paper defending woman's practice of using cogmetics.

“inamorato' writing to the Universal Spectator, quoted therein,

reflects unmistakaeble signs of Sentimentalism in thls defence:

r. Stonecastle, You lately defended the Inconstancy of
Jomen. Let me vindicate them from anotner supposed feoible,
that of giving themselves an artificlal beauty. I affirm that
211 vomen (who are not beautiful in themselves) should naint.
Beauly and Perfection are pleasing t sShould we therefore pro-
hibit anything which would procure them, or even & similitude
of tnem.....Agein would it not be ungenerous not to love thet
woman who takes so much Pains to seer lovely in the eves of
Men 7 49

47 Spcctator, No. 41, April 17, 1711
48 Tbid.
49 Ibid.




The eppllcation of so-celled beauty patches teo thelr

faces wag sztirized in womzn by Addison and Steele. ‘he

[

device of renorting Tne cninions of four visiting Indian

journals, which in turn ithelr

(%)

notentates who nad lost their

la

r\J
\_)1

ITonio

S

ndlord had Tound, was utilized in this service.

u

uoting from one of the lately discovered “paners”, the Snec-

tator nublished these impressicns of one of the visitors:

Ihe women (of Great =ritein) look 1lie engels =nd would

e more Tezutiful than the sun were it not for little black
shots tat are apt to brea: cut in thelr feaces, and sometimes
rise in very odd figures. I have obsefved that those little
blemishes wear verv goon; bul when tihery Figenoezr in one nart
of the face they are very apt to break out in another inso-
much trhat 1 have seen a vrot upon the forehead 1In the after-
nocn wirich was uonon the crnin in the morning. 50

Addison carried the gentle satirizing ot both the custom
of wearing pnatches =nf the current tendency of wemen to itske
gideg in narty nolitice so far as to relate the two in an en-
tertaining essay which will he uced in the following chapter
in the discussion of the extent of women's vartlicipetion in
nublic affairs.

All ~f the essayists believed thaet naturalness in a woman
iz the key to real besuty. Steele exoressed this bellef very
wells

‘he regerd end care of thelr faces =nd persons are as

VaTiOUSlJ to be considered as their complexions thenselves
difrer; but if one may transsress ageinst the careful nrachice

¥ the feir sex so much as to give an oninion egeinst it, I

50 speetator, wo. 50, April 27, 1711



nunmbly presume that less care, better annlied, would in-
crease thelr empire and mate it last as long as life. where-
as now, from their own examnle, we take our esteem of their
merit from it; for it is very jJjust that she who values her-
self only on her bpeauty, should be regarded by others on no
other considersticn. 51

The spectator, Humber 33, written by Hughes, outlines very
nicely the opinlicn of the essayists regarding the quality of
beauly in woman. He sets up rules for beauty:

«.. 00 woman can be handsome by the force of features
alone any nore than she can be witty only bv the help of
gpeech. rride destroys zll symmetry and grace, and affec-
tation is a more terrible enemv to a fine face than the small-
rox. o woman is capable of being beautiful who 1s incanable
of being false. And that whst would be odious in a friend is
deformity in a nmistress. srom these nrinciples....it will be
eagy to prove that the true art of asslsting beauty consists
in embellishing the wnole person by the nroner ornaments of
virtuous and commendable cualities. 52

For the edification of those women who would be besutiful
steele gave a large variety of examples or characters who
shonld be emulated by all women. The qualities he accentuated
are naturalness, simplicity, good-breading, aceomplishments,
the power of pleasing, a majlestic form, en humble aspect, no-
bility of spirit, “indness and thet cuality of being wholly

53
feminine.
Johnsecn likewise called a2ttention to the faet that, since

foacial beauty is fleeting, womsn must develop cualities of mind

which will sustain her wren and 1% facladl beauty 1s destroyed.

51 watler, io. 61, August 30, 1709
52 ppectator, mno. 33, Apnril 7, 1711
5% 1bid.
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In the nistory of a Beauty, he relates the story of a beau-
tiful young girl, named victoria. Her ambitious mother, ex-
nectinz 1o canitalize on the girl's looks by marrying her in-

to fortune, has trained her only to be a beauty and an ornament
to society. 1he narrative describes the grezt cere taien to
guard the girl's beauty. The climax of the story comes wrhen,
Just after her introduction to society, victoria i1s the victim
of small-pox. ‘<Yhls, of course, destroys her beauty; =ni now
she found that those who had valued her as a Triend were desert-

ing rer. tinally, however, Huphemila, who has remailned faithful,

advises her:

“You have only lost early what the laws of nature forbid
you to keen long, znd lost it while your mind 1s yet flexl-
ble, and while vou have time to substitute more valuable and
more durable excellencies. Consgider yourself, my victories,
ae being vorn to know, to reason and to &act; rise at once from
vour misfortune to wisdom and to pilety; you will find that
there are other charms than those of beauty and other Joys than
the nraise of fools." 54

rs. Haywood, an incinlent “nsychologist", recommended

good nature as the prime source of beauty:

I have often thought it strange tnat some ladies who think
no exwence of time or money too much for anything they are told
will afford either addition or support to their personal chearns,
should by an 111 disposition of mind, destroy whet all the arts
they mske use of never can repair. Ill nature 1ls a greater
eneny to beauty than the smell-pox ever was. 55

54 Rambler, No. 130, June 15, 1751 an® to. 133, June 25,
1751,
55 semale Spectetor, vol. 1, Bk. vI, »v. 274, 275
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I11 temper together with other personal faults, such as
envy, slander snd extravagance, received close zttention fronm
ne essaylsts. On the subject or 111 temper, .rs. Haywood
expressed herself, conforming to the conventional attitude of

the masculine world:

But as all other vices, so 2 sourness of humour is also
more unbeconing in women ithan in men; a virago how much soever
she may be blown uo with self concelt, to imagine that tc .
domineer, and rail, an® bounce, denotes her a person of wit
and economy, 1s as despicalhle a charccter ag any L k“noW......
cees.ihe sudden and thrarting disrpositlon is often as ner-
plexing as the assuming and violently unheppy are 2ll who con-
tract an intimacy with & woman of these tempers; but greztly
to be pitied i1s the husband, the child, and the servant of such
a wife, a mother, an~ & nistress. 56

o

Addison and Steele had a2 peculiarly apnrooriate name for
this typme - woman. <Lhey termed her & "Scold". Steele, in a
3igcourse on the subject, delineates the type of feminine dis-
nosition acceptable to the conventional mesculine world of the

time 3

The generality of women are by nzature loauaclous, therefore
mere volubility of speecun is not to be imnuted to them, but
should be considered with pleasure when it i1s used to express
such pnassions as tend to sweeten or adorn conversation; hut when
through rege, femzles are vehement in thelr elocuence, nothing
has so 111 en affect upon the features...... I humbly concelve
the grezst cauge of this evil may proceed from a false notion the
1zdies have of what we cez2ll a modest woman. Lhey have too nerrow
a conception of this lovely character; and belleve they have not
=t all forfeited thelr nretensions to it, provided they have no
immutations on their chastity. rut alas ¢ the young fellows
vnow trey pick out better women in the side-boxesg than meny of

56 Female Spectator, Vol. I, 3Bk. VI, po. 275, 276
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those who pass unon the world snd themselves for modest.
odesty never rages, never murmurs, never nents; when
it is 1ll-treated, 1t pines; it beseeches, it lancuishes.57

sddlson, in his droll way, had a remedy to recommend for
curing "“Scolds". He tells of a physician in town who has pre-
pared a cold-bath treatment “for the benefit of lLadies who are
troubled wita virulent tongues.® Ihis physician uses a duck-

ing-stool with zood effect:

‘'his operztion so effectually chills the tongue and re-
frigerates the tlood, that a woman who, a2t her entrance into
the chair 1s extiremely pascslonate and sonorous, will come out
as silent and gentle as a lamb. 858

Another wernicinusg personal gin, that of envy, snould be

weeded out of woman's nature, according to the neriodicals.

rhe Latler uses the character of Zidzmet to teach this lesson:

Fidget has a restlegs torment in hearing of =uy
prosrerity; and cannot know any culet until she viclit
is eye-witness of somethlng that lessens it. lhuvs Sl
a continual search after whet doeg not concern her; and er com-
panions sneak kinder even of the absent znd unfortunate to

tease her. 59

oo, the watler had a remedy for this envious lady :

‘his lady I shall talte the liberty to conduct into a bed
of straw and darkness; an® have some hones tnat after long ab-
gsence from the light, the pleasure of seeing at all nay recon-
cile her to what she shall see, though 1t proves to he never
=0 agreeable. 60

Johnson considered the case of envy in women. Qut of a

57 tatler, No. 217, August 22, 1710
58 Ibid. No. 221, September 7, 1710
59 Ibid. No. 174, llay 20, 1710

60 1bigd.
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long elecgzant, sentimental effusion, he arrives at the con-
clusion that no one =hould envy any other because of the fact
that everyone has some sorrow or disznnointment to bear. In
thls conclusion, his satire is easily comparable to that of

Steele and Addison ¢

lthere are, indeed, some strokes which the envy of fate
a‘ms immediately at the fair. +‘he mistress of Catullus wept
for her swvarrow many centuries ago, and lap-Jdogs will be some-
times sick in tae present age. <The most fashionable brocade
ig subject to stains; a pinner, the nride of Brussels, may
be torn by a careless washer; a picture mey dropn from a watch;
or the triumnh of & new suit may be interrunted on the first
day of its enj)oyment, an< a21ll distinctions of dress unexpect-
edly obliterated by a general mourning.

Such is the state of every age, every sex, and every eon-
dition: they 21l have their cares, either from nature or fromn
folly; whoever, therefeore, finds himself inclined to envy an-
other, should rer-ember that he knows not the real condition
which nhe desires to obtain, but is certain t=zat, by indulging
a vicious passion, he must lesgsen that hanniness whilch he
thinks already too sparingly bestowed. 61

Anotner vicious flaw in woman's nature, according to the
periodicals, 1s the love of slander and gossip. uwhey each felt
the responsibility of weeding out this blight on womankind. rhe
spectator began by moralizing on tne subject:

It is a certain sign of an 111 heart to be inclined to
defamation....rhe Lazy, the 1dle, and the froward, are the ner-
sons who are most pleased with the l1ittle tales which are passed
about the town to the disadvantage of the rest of the world.....
r‘he unwillingness to recelve good tidings is a quality as in-

separable from & seandal-bearer, as the readiness to divulge
bad. 62

Later, the Centleman's liagazine carried a condensation fron

61 the Rambler, ic. 128, June 38, 1751
62 Spectator, do. 427, July 10, 1712
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the unlversal Spectator on the subject of “emzle slander.

Hls article recammends thst the “fair readers” keeo the ninth

(LI

commaendment whichn seys "they shell not bear false wltness

against thelr neighbour.'" He further states:

.

In Billingate, Stockmarket, Inc, the remales scetter
scandal in plain knglish monosyllabhles. But Ladies of better
breeding melze the 1Llea lable thelr mart to disnerse scandal
and attacz Renutaticns with great dlegance and soft Language.
1ney have carried thelr politenesg and cruelty to such a
riteh that they can ever Praise a poor innocent Cremture out
of her good Name, and conmand her to compleat her =uin. 63

As an examnle of a slanderer, he cites rrudella who "has the

most lucky knack at cutting throats with a Festher of any Lady
o4
I know" He then begs the ladies:

Let'em sav only things tnat are galling, not killing. ror
nstance, instead of saying such a one 1s no better tnan she
hould be, what 1f tney sald her Ladyshln was a Slattern and

}s

Sl
81

newr notring of Dress. For tho' this Cherge might more cha-
grine her than the other, yet her Husband and Children might
raintain thelir Credit, tho' one Side of the Lady's Gown hang
deeper than tne other.

I am afraid this Advice will not be taken, though calcu-
lated for their Advantage; I have done ™v rndeavour to serve
the sex, 1f they should not accept it, 'tis not (my) rFault.65

r'he ¥emale Spectator enlarged on this defect of character

in women. ohe admonished women to be particularly careful 'to
conceal and nalliaste the faults of other women, as men are but
too auick-sighted to trelr orejudice anyway 2nd are ready

enough to think women numbered among the fallen ones.' 60

63 Gentleman's .lagazine, ¥ol. V, cuoting unlversal Spec-
tator, 0. 335, .arch &, 1735

o4 1bid.

65 1bid.

66 ~emale Soectator, vol. 111, Sk, XIII, p. 10




according to the periodlczls, anotner flaw o woran's

m

neture 1s her Tendency tovard extravagance. Steele delight-

+

fully ectirized The women wno mask this vice under the cloak
of piilantnrony and patronage:
‘rs. Cornells Lizard buvs an abunds=nce of romances for
the encouragemnent of lﬂar'rwl_.L any Mrs. Annebelle squanders
("‘

awvay ner money in buyi fine clothes Dbecause it sets a
great many poor people et work. 07

#nd the Unilversal Spectator uvbraided that "Politenezs" which

i¢ synonymcus with "Prodigality" He zuotes & letter from a

tradegman:

s
[N
i

.o

..I neve a polite #ife, so extremely well bred, thet un-
can nut a stop to her Elegancy of laste, she will soon
»t me. As T am a Lradesman, T can't conceive 1t nec-
“to rave the Plate, vable and %cuivege of a lan of Hor-
velt my wite s&8ys its Zolite, and she nmust and will have
; therefore, too, she hag rer Berd-Day; her Foot-3Zoy, and
her Confidante, Ablgeil: goes to Plays almost every wsvening,
meg 11l idnight, lies ahed till -ioon, onlv Dbecsuse 1its
1ite. On ny uelLlng her that her Extravagance would ruin me,
het L would indulze ner in everyining ny Lvicu 1stance would
low,--but--wrhat, savs she, 40 you grudge me the flecesarries
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Zesides tnelr assiducus concentration on weeding out
woman's personel fzults, the neriodicals were interested in

inculeating a sense of good taste and good manners Into the
feminine sex. ureat need was felt in this respect. Recalling

the levelling process then in nrogress, we remember with Jr.
o9
Johnson thet "a change in forturne causes a chenge in manners.”

67 wuarcian, do. 58, tay lo, 1713
68 Gentleman's ‘arazine, vol. IV, Universal spectator, :o.

2¢%, arch 9, 1734 _
69 ﬁaﬁbTe Jo. 172, Fov. 9, 1751



Ihe sSpectator recorded a ceneral decline in manners; ond he

hed a recommendation to mcke to women concerning her share

thle decency of behaviour is generelly transgressed among
all orders of men; nray, the very women, thrugh themselves
created, as 1t were, for ornament, are often very much mis-

-

weken in this ornsmental psrt of 1life. It would, methinks, be
a sbort rule for behaviour, if every young lady in her dress,
words, and actions were only to recommend herself as a sister,
devahter, or wife and make herself the more esteemed in those
characters. 70

he essaylsts concerned themselves with the decorum of
women in all of their soclal appearances; they examlined every
avenue of woman's social pursuits end criticized avidly =211
transgrescions of behaviour. Lhe Snectator quoted & letter
from a young nman wno could not bring himself to marry a cer-
tain voung lady because of her'dally committing faults which

gave him the utmost uneasinessg.' The fact that she drescsed

well was overshadowed by the fact that sne had "no notion c¢f

3b]

4

that which nolite soclety have agreed to distingulish by the
name of deliczcy." She sgat ungracefully, spoke of crass
subjects, and ate greedily. He Tfeared thatb :yhat shocked him
now would appear insupportable in a wife.' '

lsdemeanor in church drew considerable 1re from Addison
and Steele, particularly, with the result that several napers

were preduced on thoe subject. Lthey revorted the case of kliza-

beth lalktebate?

70 Spectator, Ho. 104, June 29, 1711 (Steele)
71 Ibid. Yo. 217, Lovember 8, 1711 (Budgell)
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(3he) never fzil:d ‘o come to church on SUNAEY.e......
and she spent her whole time Z2uring divine service in dis-
paraging other people's cloaths and whispering to those who
get next to her., T2
The Latler further crilticized church etiquette by »nublishing
a2 letter from "Lydia", who knowing him to be in corresnondence
with Pasaouin, begs him, when describing the customs of the
people of kEngland, to forbear exposing the behaviour of church-
goers who are guilty of "bowing, saluting, takins snuff angd
: 73
other gestures". lThe iJatler admits that nhe =zuffers all the
indignation imaginable when consldering this state of affairs.
irs. Haywood believed that misdemeznors of this sort, as

well as all violation of goo® Torm in conduct, and dress, were

attributable to the lacl: of good taste. BShe wrote:

ce.ined tarough learning), we cannot be without 1t in things of
e more trifling nature. T4

[

T
e

“hen we hszve good tagste In essentlials (which is to be

shen women have studied to learn good taste 'their actions

will be endearing, their behaviour engaging; and thelr very
5
pleasures have decent gallantry in them.' Mrs. Haywood

also posited:

good-breeding we owe mersly to the care and pains talken
with our education....but good minners are our own entirely,
not learned by rote, not borrowed or forced, as it were, into
us by others, they are the lmmediate workings of a soul re-
nlete with gentleness, humenity, and every socilzl virtue;
and thes more we ciscover of them, the more we resemble the
Author of Cur being, Who i1s the Source of 21l goodness. 76

72 Tatler, Ho. 259, bDec=mber 5, 1710 (Addison and Steele)
73 Ibid. «o. 140, larch 2, 1709/10 )

74 wemele Spectator, Vol. III, Bk. XV, pp. 116-161

75 Ikid.

76 Female Spectator, Vol. IV, Bk. X¥IV, p. 266
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she placed a definite responsibility on married women for
setting the example in beheviour for younger women. She
expressed a hone for marke’ reform in social beraviour and
for the time 'when our ladlies will....once more depgnd uron

('
cuide of behaviour.”

=

thelr own good sense for the
If the periodicals disapproved the manners or behaviour
of women of the day, they disaporoved no less the inane ways
in which woman employed her time. A barrage of criticism
was directed at the sublect generally; and more specifically,
various diversions in which women indulged became the butt of
criticism and satire. Any acquaintance with Addison presumes
en acauaintence with that delightful satire, the Journal of
Clarinda. Here we see an account of all the activitles of &
woman of fesghion for an entire week---the account day by day
almost boresomely repetitive, filled as it is "with a fahhion-
78
able kind of galety and laziness." Again end again, Addison,
as well as the other essayists, attacked the comparatively use-
less livesg of fashionable women of the time. Addlison on one
occaslion wrote of woment
'he tollet is their grezt scene of business and the right
ad justing of thelr hair the principal employment or tnelr lives.
t'he sorting of a sult of ribbong is reckoned a very good morn-
ing's work; end if they malte an excurslon to a mercer's or a
toy-shop, so great a fatigue makes them unfit for anything else
211 the day after. vhelr more serious occupatlons are sewing
and embroidery, and thelr greatest drudgery the preparation of

jellies anc sweet meats. whis, I say, is the state of ordinary
women; though I know there are multitudes of a more elevated

77 Yemale Spectator, Vol. I, Bk. V, pp. 2064-265
78 Spectator, Jo. 323, March 11, 1711/12
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life and conversation, that move in an exalted snhere of
nowledze and virtue, that Join all the beauties of the mind
to the ornements of dress and inspire a kind of awe and re-
spect, as well as love, into theilr male beholders. 79

In order tc¢ empvhasize the desirabllity of spending her

time »nrofitaply, the Guardian, for woman's benefit, related a

dreem 1ln winlch the characters, 211 women, came to the entrance
of tne infernal regions for final judgment before Rhadamanthus,
who asked what each of them had been dolng. OF the eight ex-
amined, those who had been gambling, reading playvs and romances,
criticlzing others, znd spending too much time over the tollette
were commlited ©to Erebus; whereas, those who hzd spent their
tire in domesticity, who were modest, and who loved thelr hus-
bands, were recompensed by being rejuvenated and committed to

80
Klysium,

Y,

'ne Female Spectator also pursued the sublect of woman's

i2ling away her tire in ple=zsure; attributing the vice to

voman's gregariousnesg:

It ie this love of company....that makes our ladies run
galloping in troops every evening 10 masqueradcs, ballg, and
aszemblies in winter, end in the summer to Vauxhell, Haneleigh,
Cuper's Garden, ‘ary-le-bon, sSadler's wells, Goodman's ¥ields
and twenty other places. 81

.rs. Havwood continues by excusing the younger women, but she
1g particularly critical of the "gadding matron" who sets the
exzmple, and she has no patience with mothers of smell children,

82
nor with older women who spend thelr time so uselessly.

79 gSpectator, No. 10, larch 12, 1711

80 guardlan, fo. 158, September 11, 1713

81 remale sSpectator, Vol. I, Bk. IV, pn. 164
g2 Ibid.
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1he Rambler did not neglect various opnoritunities of
mzlting & preachment on the evils resulting fronm emnty pleas-
ure. irs. Carter, in that periodical, made this ironic

statement:

All the soft feelings of humonity, the sympathies of
friendship, all natural temptations to the care of z femily,
and solicitude about the good and ill of others, with the
whole train of domestic and social affections which create
such dally anxietles and embarrasasments, will be hapnily
gtifled an® supnressed in & round o1 perpetual delight; and
211 serious thoughts, but particularly that of hereafter, be

banished out of the world. 83

=ut Dr. Johnson himself trested this subject with satire almost,
if not aquite, as delightfully as did elther Addison or Stecle.

rie quoted a letter from Rellaria:

Dezr !r. Rambler,

I have bzen four days confined to my chaember with a cold
which hes already kept me from three nlays, nine sales, five
ghows and six card-tarvles, and nut me seventeen visits behind-
hand; and the doctor tells my mame that if I fret and cry, it
will settle in nmny head, and I shall not be fit to be seen
these six weeks. But dear ir. Rambler, how can I help it ? At
this Vvery time, !lellssa is dencing with the »nretiiest gentlemen;
--=-=ghe will brealxfast with him tomorrow, and then run to two
auctions, and hear compliments and have presents; then she will
e dressed and visit, and get a ticket to the play; hen go to
cards and win, and come home with two flambeaus before her
chair. bULear ¥r. Rambler, who can bear it ? 84

‘'he periodicals then became more specific in their denun-
ciationg of women's pursuits. ‘Lhe conventlonal visiting day;

the shopning for diversion only; the new custom of ths two sexes

mixing in society; the hahit of tea-drinking, as well as the

83 Rambler, fo. 100, larch 2, 1751 (lrs. Carter)
84 “Ipla. vo. 180, Jenuery 14, 1752
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more worldly pursuits of dancing and gambling, come under
the scrutiny of the essayists with the result thet much
noralizing made itself evident in the nublications.

ihe ratler treated The sublect of the current conven-

tion of ladies' exchanging social calls. He related how a
fashionable woman, while calling upon :r. Bickerstaff, »nro-
duced a long list of those on whom she must call. *He lauched
secretly to thinkt how she wested ner time,' but he was really
anused when she expressed the hope that ' a third of those on
woom she would ™ ce¢all should be abroasd,' so that she could get
8ll her visits done. She explained the convention to him:
“any of the ladies exchange visit for visit punctually

every week, and yet we have not seen each other since last io-

vember was twelvemanth....deneral visits zre not made out of
#0ood-7il)l but for fear of 1ll-will. “ 85

ir. Blckerstef? expresses his oninlon:

I do not know one thing that contributes so much to the
leassening the esteem men of sense have to the falr sex, as
this article of visits. 86

“e then immutes the convention to be conceived in the cause of

‘_.u

p, and accuses the visitants of practicing, in most cases,
a3y
S

088

en empty form.

oy u

i'he general recention of mixed comnany' was also criti-

cize® by .r. Bickerstaff on the follcwing grourds:

85 watler, so. 102, December 20, 1709
36 Ibid.
87 Ibid.
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the pretty fellows that are admitted to those assemblies
mive o young woman co false an idea of lire, that sne is gen-
relly bred up witn & scorn of thet sort of merit in & man
7nich only can make her unhapny in marrizge. 88
ihe fashlonable vractice of tee-drinking was little crit-
icized Dby the essaylsts because of the wide-snread ponulabity
of the hablt wit» those of all ages. dHowever, lrs. rHaywood
fou-d that it fell within the category of personel vices. 3he

believed the freaquency o nartalzinc of the beverage to be vad

to the formation of

Oy

for the health snd consldered thet it le
a worse habit, nemely, dram-drinking. She zoes into detail:
The three objections...anybody can make agoinst the tea-
tele are,....first, the logs of time and hindrance to business;
...secondly, the expence; znd lastly, the consequences often
arising from 1t, dreom-drinking and ill-heelth...rhe most tem-
nerate and uobef of the sex find themselves obliged to drink
wine pretty ireely after it (because the tes has so dejected
thelr soirits)....drandy,rum and other spirituous liquors....
ere pecome & usual sunplement to tea. 89
rhe pastime of shownying with no real purpose of buying
was monular in sSteele's day. hen we remember how exotlic,
and therefore seductive, were tne wares offered to them, we
cannot wonder thnet women of thet day frecuented the mariket
centers. In satirizing this aimless pleasure, steele quoted
2 levter frocuw one of the "top China-women" abcul town who
Yept & rood shop. She complainsg that she might hone or suc-
cecs were 1t not for "your 1ldle ladies of fashilon, who having

nothing to do, employ themselves in tumbling my wares” and

she begs him to adnonish “all such day-zoblins to make fewer

58 ratler, tio. 109, December 29, 1709 ‘
89 remale snectator, Vol. II, Zk. VIII, po. £50-86
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visitg or to be lesgss troublesome when they come to one's
20
aron".
Dancing was one of the favorite diversions of the day
among all classes. Budgell, in the gSnectator, undertook a

1,

long discourse on dancing, disclosing much thet is inter-
esting to posterity concerning the customs of the time in
thls form of recreation. He vroclaims it to be 2 good exer-
cise, but recowmends modesty and discretion to the female sex
wnen indulging in the pestime. He deplores the kilssing-
dances end especlally does he condemn country-dencing, as it
allows, he bellieves, too much faniliarity between the sexes.
=e concludes <that dancing 1s necescary "to the behaviour and

91
nendsome carrieze of the body."

'he subject of woman's gambling agltated many of the most
serious thinkers of the elghteenth century, and the essayists

were notv behind-hand in condemning this vice. BSteele, Addlson,

3

Py

}

g. ~ayrood, and Ur. Joanson all recorded thelr disepproval

thet horrid creature, the "femele gamester“. Steecle ob-

=

0]

jected to gaming on the score that 1t ruins a woman's dispo-
92
sition. Addison, too, believed that ganbling, “a prac-

tice which, when it runs to excess, 1s the most shameful dut

one that the female world can fall into," is injurious to both

mind and body. ‘'he deleterious effects of “gaming" he outlined

in this wise: Dby might the woman who gambles dreecms bed dreams;

ibid. do. 67, .ay 17, 1711

90 pnectator, :o. 336, larch 26, 1712
i HOow
92 Ibid. :so. 140, Ausust 10, 1711
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negslects ner fenlly to practlce

D

Yy dey, out of play season, ohe

nlay all her w lking hours. Addison resents this cresture:

Y

jho can conslder without a gecret indicnetion that all

those a:l cctions o %the mind which ghould be consecrated to
thelir child hushends aznd narents, are thug vilely »rogti-
tuted and ufown awvey uvon z 2and of loo « 93

the emale 3Spnectetor could not urnderstand tne atirection

)

gering nad Tor women. She asked:

Af'ter 21, how can this method of spending tinme, as now
nrectilced, Dcear the name of a diversion 7 Tg 1t net more a
tusinegs, a2 vocation ?2........
the wicgdom of legiclaeture has indeed given a great check
o public ganming, and the cognizance they have talken of it
metnizks rmnuld meke ledles eshamed of encouraging any sort of
vley at their zssemblies. 94

1 remnant awong the elite when Lr. Jom-

C
m
1
.y
o
3
-
o)
el
UZ
l_Jb
2

conn Mublished the Rgwbler, az can be seen from Ranmbler iumber

50, whersin he describes existing conditlions in this narticu-

ler, and st the same tlme criticizes the practice:

ion Tfor carcs and dice.....s€engs Lo have

Y 1lv the ambition of excellecnce but tne desire

asura; to have extinguished the flames of the lover asg

; e triot; and uhreatens....to destroy all dis-
th of rank and sex. 95

At that peerliod, tne masauerade ceme into popularity as

a mode of entertsinment. Zven asg Jueen Anne hed disannroved

oT womnen's wearing masizs to the theatre, Jjust so the neriodi-

mitted an aversion to this tyre o0 socizal

(o)

ezl essayists &

du%*?ian, No. 120, July 20, 1713
emele Snectator, Jol. II, iz, XII, pn. 265-279
5amblg;, No. 15, tay &, 1750

\O OO
Ul =0l



function.

“Being in disguise takes away the usual checks and
restraints of modesty; the beaux do not blush to take wan-
tonly, nor the belles to listen...therefore, lr. Ironsides,
(wrote a corresgpondent? set your lion roaring against these
dangerous ascemblies."” 96

Py,

ine_Female spectator zlso nictured dire results to the morals
o7

from masquerading.

sesides attending »rivsate soclal affairs such as the

ascsenbly and the masqguerade, the Beau londe had various public

places of amusement in which to while away the hours. At
varicus of the clubs or coffee-houses, at vauxhall and Rene-
leigh, the opera, the theatre, and of course, the Zaths, women
ningled freely with men. 3Some few women, of course, had entree
at court. ‘the essavists generally disapprcved 211 of this
sociel activity, believing tnat it totally unfitted women for
their real snhhere in life, 1the latler summarized the prevail-
ing oninion of ¢1l these reformers when he said

I think most of the misfortunes in famllles arise from
the trifling way the women have of spending thelr time and
cratifying only their eves and ears instead of thelr reason
and understanding. 98 ‘

from the neriodicals of the early eighteenth century, we
neve evolved a panorama depicting woman, with all her petty
nersonal faults, engaged in various of the fashionable diver-

#ions of the period. e have seen the deliberate efforts of

her crities to awaken her to her own imperfections so that she

96 guardian, No. 142, August 24, 1713
Q7 semele Spectator, Vol. I, s5k. I, pp. 38-45
98 tatler, iHo. 109, .ecember 20, 1709
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night be ready for the better positicn in society which,
at the same time, they were attempting to build for her.

In the cheanter to fellow, we shall examine the »neri-

odicals agelin in order to ascertain to wnat extent they were

concerned wilth elevaiting woman's social position.



CHAPLIER IV

ATigiPUs Cr WHE PWRIODICALS T0 ELLVATE HOFAN'S SOCIAL POSITION

In their efforts to elevate woman's social nosition, all
of the periodicals under consideration rendered much service
to woman's soclal progress. It is true, without doubt, that
the period saw only the softening of the conventlional attitude.
And this degree of progress, not to be underestimated, can, in
large degree, be attributed to the champloning of women senti-
mentally, by the periodicals. At the szme tine, it ig agreed
that the very limitations set upon her »roper snhere in life
by tne vericdicals perhans retarded her nrogress toward that
time when mnan would vield her ecual privilege. Bult remember-
ing that this was a2 transition time in woman's soclilal history,
we recognize the fact that relepeting woman to the realm of the
home wes nart of the Sentimentalism which ennobled the roles
of sweethesrt, wife, and meother. Thus metrimony and the family
must remain woman's speciallized field, yet even there she was
no* sunreme, ag she must yield subservience to her husband, tne
ratural nezd of the house. As to woman's recreastional employ-
~ents, those relating to the home were recommended. But learn-
ing wes allowed, provided it did not nroduce an opiniated "ghe-
wit". Although some of the essaylsts were so bold as to ques-
tion masculine superiority in the field of lezrning, the mas-
culine element refused to admit such 2 possibility. sBut much
service was done the cause of woman through the recommendation

of learning, even though this activity shouvld be pursued from
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the vantage ground of woman's only refuge, that is, marriage.
As regards the latter, the periodicals rendered service to
woman through the insistence upon a higher regard for marriage.
They extolled the beauties of sentimental love; they critized
inconstancy; and they lauded the Joys of mutual regard in mat-
rimony, all part of the trend of Sentimentalism.

%e shall consider, first, the attempts of the periodical
essaylsts to soften the attitude of the world toward woman.
the first of these, Addison and Steele, had an example of a
virtuous woman in Queen Anne, and they did not neglect to cite
her on various eccasions as a worthy example. “She', said
Steele, "exhibits privete virtue in a high degree of per*f‘ec:ti%n.“j
Another example worthy of emulation, they agreed, was Asgspasla
(Lady Elizabeth Hastings) who was unaffected and consciously
virtuous. #o one of the wlts could dlspute her worth. But she
was a lovely exception:

Her countenance is the lovely picture of her mind, which is
the seat of honour, truth, companionshilp, knowledge and inno-
cence....she consults retirement without the learning of schools,
she goes on in a steady course of uninterrupted pilety and virtge.
'‘'he Spectator likewlse waxed sentimental over that type of woman
in the character of Sophronla:

It is, methinks, a low and degrading 1ldea of that sex which
was credited to refine the Joys and soften the cares of humanity,

by the most agreeable participatlion, to consider them merely as
objects of sight...How faint and apiritless are the charms of g

1. lTatler, No. 130, February 7, 1709/10
2 Ibid., No. 42, July 16, 1709 (Congreve)
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coquette when compared with hhe real loveliness of Sophronia's

innocence, plety, good-humour and truth; virtues which add a

new softness to her sex, and even beautify her beauty - That

agreeableness which must otherwise have appeared no longer in
the modest virgin, ls now preserved in the tender mother, the
prudent friend and the faithful wife. Colour spread upon can-
vas may entertain the eye but not affect the heart; and she
who takes no care to add to the natural graces of her person
any excellent qualitles, may be allowed still to amuse as a
pilcture but not to triumph as a beauty. 3
Steele felt that "Every temper, except downright insipid is to
be animated and softened by beauty"” and told of the case of
Colonel Router, who "“never spoke but with an oath until he saw
4
the Lady Betty lodish". And the Spectator felt that man's
endeavours to please woman often polish and refine him. 'The
Fair Sex have a more delicate humanity then man,' according to
6
steele, and this sentimental attitude seems to have been falirly
well launched by the first two periodicals of eonsequence,
namely, the Llatler and Spectator.

In the attempt to induce a greater evaluation of woman in
the mind of man, various of the perlodicals criticilzed the fash-
ionable practice of depreciating woman and blamed man for the
universal low esteem into which woman had fallen. Steele criti-
cized man's "affecting a superior carriage from a false notion

7
of the weakness of Female Understanding" He condemned man's
valuing her as * a mere woman" and gaving "but one reason for

getting any value on the Fair Sex". In the Guardian, he went

3 Spectator, No. 33, April 7, 1711

4 Tatler, No. 10, May 3, 1709

5 Spectator, No. 433, July 17, 1712 (Hughes)
6 Tfatler, No. 68, September 15, 1709

7 Ibid. No. 49, March 23, 1709

8 Ibid. No. 61, August 30, 1709

e




102
into some detall in regard to reasons for woman's trivialitles:

A set of fops from one generation to another has made such
a pother wlth "bright eyes, the fair sex, the charms, the air,
and something so incapable to be expressed bmt with a sigh",
that the creatures have utterly gone out of thelr being, and
there are no more women 1in all the world. If they are not nymphs,,
or goddesses, they are, to a woman, all of them "the ladies" 9

Before, in the tatler, Steele had made man responsible for the

state of affairs:

It must be acknowledged that the very inadvertences of this
sex are owing to the other; for if men were not flatterers,
women could not fall into that general cause of all their follles
and our misfortune....By thisg romantlc sense of things, all the
natural relations and duties of life are forgotten; and our
female part of mankind are bred and treated as if they were de-
gigned to inhabit the happy flelds of Arcadia, rather than be
wives and mothers in old England. 10

br. Johnson accused man of flattering woman out of a sensible
state of mind so that the time and eare she should be spending
on development of graces of the mind, she spent, instead, in
the cause of beauty:

With what hope can we endeavour to persuade the ladies
that the time spent at the tollette is lost in vanlty when they
have every moment some new conviction that thelr interest is
more effectually promoted by a ribband well disposed than by
the brightest aset of heroilck virtue 7 11
'o Mrs. Haywood man's flattery of woman bore more significance
than the trivial:

I am sorry to say that in lingland ladlies of the first

quality are treated with very great indlfference except by
those men who have a design upon them. 12

9 Guardian, No. 26, April 10, 1713

10 Tatler, No. 139, February 17, 1709/10
11 Rambler, No. 66, November 3, 1750

12 remale sSpectator, vol. I, Bk. V, p. 237
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Other perlodicals were also more gpecific in their criticism

of the fad for depreciating women. Ien ogling women in public
places annoyed Steele:

IT there be not a stop put to this evil art, all the modes
of address and the elegant embellishments of life which arise
out of the noble passion of love will bf necegsity decay. 13
The disrespect shown women by man's indulging in indelicate
conversation alsoc received indictuents. Jenmny bListaff says, in
the ratler:

I gladly embrace thls opportunity to express myself with
resentment I ought on peonle who take liberties of speech be-
fore that sex, of whom the honoured names of Mother, Daughter
and sister are a part. 14
Agalin Steele takes occaslon to upbraid man for what he calls
"impertinent conversation" in such public places as the stage-
coaches, churches and play houses:

If these brutes could reflect....though they want ghame
they might be moved by their pity to abhor an impudent behaviour
in the presence of the chaste and innocent. 15
Particulaerly does Steele heap invective on those foul-speaking
young fops who go into shops and insult women of business. He
says

A woman is naturally more helpless than the other sex; and
a man of honour and sense should have this in view in all manner
of commerce with her. Were this well welghed, lnconsideration,

ribaldry and nonsense would not be more natural to entertain
women with than men. 16

13 ratler, No. 145, March 14, 1709/10
14 Ibid. No. 33, June 25, 1709

15 Spectator, No. 242, December 7, 1711
16 Ibid. ©No. 155, August 28, 1711
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this gallantry in behalf of women who worked outside the home
we.s indeed notable In Steele when we remember what inequalitles
working women of that day suffered at the hands of organized
society.
By 1734, the sentimental attitude toward woman being

falrly well established, the Unilversal Spectator went so far as

to admit that man's tyrrany was the explanation of woman's in-
ferior position in the world. “A very gallant Philosopher"

asserted:

e (have) taken Advantage of their greater natural Sweet-
ness and Dellcacy and, consequently; of thelr greater Humanity
and Reason; and that these very natural Advantages which ought
to have entitled them to the Superiority, if we had been rea-
sonable, had deprived them of 1t, because we were not 80.¢.....

If this be true, what (power) they have over us is Natural,
I mean that of Beaubty which is so irreslistible....Why then should
we have this Privilege ? Is 1t because we are naturally stronger
than they ? No, because we employ all imaginable meang to soften
thelr Nature and to abate thelr Courage: 'heir strength perhaps
might be equal to ours if their Education were the same, for if
we regard them in those talents which have not been influenced
by education, we shall find them equal to, 1If not surpassing
ug. 17

A letter to the Universal Speetator from Arabella, quoted &

verse of Calista's speech,from the third act of Rowe's Fair

Penitent:

How hard is the Condition of our Sex

'hro every State of Life a Blave to Men,
In a1l the dear, delightful bay of Youth
A rigid Father dictates to our Will,

And deals out pleasure with a scanty Hand;
To his the Tyrant Husband next succeeds,

17 Gentleman's Magazine, vol. IV, quoting the uUniversal
Spectator, No. 279, February 9, 1734
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Proud with opinion of Superior Reason,

He holds Uomestick Business and Devotion

All we are capable to know and shuts us

Like cloistered Ideots from the wWorld‘'s Quaintance
And the Joys of Freedom. Wherefore, are we

Born with hlgh Souls, but to assert ourselves ?
Shake off thls vile Obedience they exact

And clalm an equal Empire o'er the World.

Arabellathen complains at Pope's ironic criticism of Madam
Lacler for expressing herself in the world of letters, saying
that his remarks in his annotatlions to thils Qdyssy (Book I, V,
445), concerning her, reflect on the whole female sex. Arabella

complains further that men 'through the sublimation of woman,
18
place her on the level of Brutes.® Mrs. Haywood also blamed

man's tyranmny for woman's inferior position in the world. She

demands

Why do they call us silly women and not endeavour to make
us otherwise 7----God and dNature has indued them wlth means,
and custom has established them in the power of rendering pur
minds such as they ought to bei---how highly ungenerous is it
then to glve us 2 wrong turn and then despise us for it...0 %
would too imperious and too tenacious man be more Just to the
world as to be more careful of the education of those females
to whom they are parents or guardians ! ....lhose men are cer-
tainly guilty of a great deal of injJustice who think that all
the learning becoming in a woman is confined to the manage-
ment of her family. 19

Again she accused men in rightous indignation

Say they, learning puts the sexes too much on an equality;
it would destroy that implicit: obedience which it is necessary
the women should pay to our commandsi---if once they have the
capacity of arguing with us where would be our authority ? 20

18 Gentleman's Magszine, Vol. Vi. quoting Unlversal Spec-
tator, No. 184, February 14, 1736

19 Female Spectator, vol. II, Bk. X, pp. 192-193

20 Ibid., p. 204
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Ihe mascullne element among the critics yielded very
little ground here, as they did not consider woman capable
of the same stabllity of character or acquisition of knowl-
edge as man. In this, they remained true to the conventional
pattern set for them by time and eustom. sSteele only appeared

to yield when he saild,

If we grant an fquality in the Faculties of both Sexes,
the Minds of VWomen are less cultivated with Precepts, and
consequently may, without disrespect to them, be accounted
more liable to illusion in cases wherein nNatural Inclination
is out of the Interest of Virtue. 21

Yet he was far from conceding woman the equal of man in any
respect, as can be seen from the following in which he de-

scribes woman?

(She is) a creature formed with a Mind of a quite different
meke from his (man's) own. I am sure I do not mean it as an
injury to women where I say there 1s a sbrt of Sex in Souls.

I am tender of offending them and know 1t is hard not to do it
on this BubJect, but I must go on to say that the Soul of a Man
and that of a Woman are very unlike according to the Employ-
ments for which they are designed. <‘he Ladies will please to
observe I gay our Minds have different, not superior Qualities
to theirs. 4Yhe Virtues have, respectively, a lMascullne ancd a
reminine Cast. What we call in Men Wisdom 1s in Women Prudence.
It is a partiality to call one greater than the other. A Prudent
Woman is in the same class of Honour as the Wise lMan, and the
Scandals in the way are equally dangerous....lo manage well a
great Family 1s as worthy an Instance of Capacity as to execute
a great Employment; and for the Generality, as Women perform
the considerable part of their buties as well as Men do thelrs;
so in the common Behaviour, those of ordinary Genius are not
more trivial than the common rate of Men. 22

Here again we see how jealously man guards his precincts

21 Spectator, No. 79, May 31, 1711
22 Tetler, No. 172, May 16, 1710
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against woman's encroachment. As In the realms of style, so
also in the realm of action do we find man satirizing each
fancied encroachment. One of the best examples of thls re-
action may be found in Addison‘'s paper on “"Female Party-Rage.
We remember that in the famous shift of power from the Tory
to the Whig party during Queen Anne's relgn, party feeling
naturally ran high in all circles. 1In Addison's paper where-
in he unmistakably disapproves woman's daring to take sides
in the controversy, he makes it clear that each sex should
remain within the bounds of 1ts own province. He 1s writing
the paper, he says, in the service of women to clear them of
the party-rage which has of late years crept into their con-
versation. His reason for doing so is plalinly expressed:

Thet (party-rage) is, in its nature a male vice and made
up of many angry and cruel passlons that are all together
repugnant to the softness, the modesty and those other endear-
ing qualities which are natural to the fair sex.......lhepe
is nothing sc bad for the face as party zeal....indeed, I
never knew a party-woman that kept her beauty for twelve
months. I would therefore advise all my female readers, as
they value their complexions, to let alone all disputes of
this nature. 23
lLater, in e paper entitled "Female Party Spirit Discovered by
Patches" he satirized both woman's party zeal and her affecta-
tion of wearing patches. He goes to the opera and there seesg
the ladies drawn up in two parties sitting in opposite side-
Lores:

The faces on one hand being spotted on the right side of
the forehead, and those upon the other side upon the left;

unon inquiry I found that the body of Amazons on my right hang
were Whigs, and those on my left, Tories; that thosgwho had

23 Speectator, No. 57, May 5, 1711
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placed themselves in the middle-boxes were a tnemiral party
(which) dimished daily. 24

'he Gentleman's Magaszine carried various condensations pursu-

ing the topic of woman's encroaching on man's prerogative by
showing interest in public life. A satire called the “Female
Patriot", printed in September, 1731, is the “opinion" of
Annabelle knglish, who declares herself a Whig and states that
she abhors the Doctrine of Passlive Obedience and can resent
tyrannical usage either as an English Subject or as an English
wife?B Later, in 1736, the same magazine carried a satirical
article called "Petticoat Government®:

Mr. D'Anvers, as an Advocate in Behalf of the Fair Sex,
for political as well as domestie Government, observes that
they are blessed with excellent intriguing Heads and a good

deal of Spirit, and other necessary qualifications for govern-
ment. 26

Part of the sentimentalizing of woman by the periodicals
was the consclous ennobling of her role as chatelaine of the
home. As before stated, this fleld was her only refuge of the
gentle woman. After she had looked to the welfare of her house-
hodd, her spare time could be spent in related occupations. such
lady-like pursuits as needlework, gardening and preserving were
recommended, and reading was allowed provided it did not produce
an over-balancing erudition. <the Tatler suggested:

Those who are in the quality of gentlewomen should: pro-
pose to themselves some sultable method of passing away their

24 Spectator, No. 81, June 2, 1711

25 Gentleman's Magazine, vol. I, quoting Daily Courant,
September 25, 1731

26 Ibld. Vol. VI. quoting The Craftsman, No. 198, Jan. 14,

1736
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time. +This wonld furnish them with reflections and senti-
ments proper for the companions of reasonable men, and pre-
vent the ummatural marriages which happen every day between
the most accomplished women and the veriest oafs, the
worthiest men and the most insigniflcant females., 27

Appealing to woman's vain desire to increase her beauty, the
LYatler recommended hmrseback riding as good diversion. He

was of the opinion that

To be well diverted i1s the safest guard to innocence
and methinke 1t should be one of the first things to be re-
garded among people of condition.to find out proper amuse-
ments for young ladies. 28

The Spectator considered embroidery to be & proper spare-time

occupation for women

What a delightful entertainment must it be to the failr
sex, whom their native modesty and the tenderness of men to-
wards them exempt from public business, to pass their hours
in imitating fruits and flowers...lhis is, methinks, a most
proper way wherein a lady can shew a fine genius; and I ean-
not forbear wishing that several writers of that sex had
chosen to apply themselves rather to tapestry than to rhyme. 29

1'his discourse, of course, is easlily recognized as belng from

the pen of Addison, He proceeds humorously concerning the

value of embroidery as a pastime.

If I may without breach of good manners, lmagine that any
pretty young creature is voild of genius, and would perform her
part herein but very awkwardly, I must nevertheless insist
upon her working if it be only to keep her out of harm's way.

27 Tatler, No. 247, Nov.9, 1710
28 Ibid.
29 Spectator, No. 606, October 13, 1714
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Another argument for busying good women in work of fancy
is because it takes them off from scandal, the usual attendant
of tea-tables, and all other inactive scenes of life. While
they are forming birds and beasts, their neighbonrs will be
allowed to be fathers of their own childrem; and Whigs and
Lory will be but seldom mentloned where the great cdispute is
whether red or blue is the more proper colour.... ,

A third reason that I shall mention is the profit that
is brought to the family where these pretty arts are encour-
aged. It is manifest that this way of life not only keeps
fa*r ladies from running into expense but is at the same time
an actual improvement. 30
Because of the fact that so many servant women had to live
wholly by those arts, Mrs. Haywood belleved that it was not
necessary for the gentlewoman to know more of cooking and sew-
ing than to know when she is Imposed upon by her servants. Be-
ing too domestic when not necesgary disqualifled woman for
polite conversation or for entertaining herself agreeably when
alone. BSald she:

There are certain avocations to take up the mind which
are of a more pleasing as well as a more improving kind. 31
some of the avocatlons she recommended are gardening and read-
ing. As for the former, she conslidered it as a pleasing diver-
sion not only because it lies in the fleld of beauty but also

32
because of the fact that it is sclentific. She also approved
music and dancing as proper diverslions for young ladies. Then
by way of introducing her favorite subject, reading and study,
to the ladles, Mrs. Haywood recounted some of the pupular pas-

times and explained their adoption:

30 Spectator, No. 606, October 13, 1714
31 Female Spectator, Vol. III, Bk. XV, p. 153
32 Ibid., Vol. IV, Bk. XIX, P. 46
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lhe ladles themselves, methinks, begin to find a vacuum
in their minds, which to fill up, they of thelr own accord in-
vented the way of sticking little plctures on cabinets, screens,
dressing-tabtles, and other little pleces of chamber-furniture,
and then varnishing over them so as to look live one pilece of
nainting; and they now have got into the art of turning ivory
into whatever utensll they fancy:---there is 1s no doubt but
a palr of globes will make a better figure in thelr anti-
chambers than the viece and wheel; but great revolutions are
not to be expected at once; and 1f they once take it lnto their
heads to prefer works of ingenuity, though in the most trifling
matters, to dress, gambling and rambling abroad, they will, it
is to be hoped, proceed to more noble and elegant studies. 33

All of the periodicals were agreed that reading was a de-
sirable pursuit for woman. But her reading should be prescribed
for her. sSteele and Addlson narrowed her field of reading to
only such works as were of religious, moral and domestic char-
acter. #rg. Haywood favoured a bread fleld, in fact almost too
broad for the voracious novel-reading type of mind then preva-
lent. Sir Roger de Coverley, in praising Leonora (although
he disapproves of her wide range of reading as indicated by her

library), says,

Amidst these innocent entertainments which she has formed
for herself, how much more valuable does she appear than those
of her sex who employ themselves 1n diversions that are less
reasonable though more in fashion. 34
'he Spectator published a letter from Annabella who thanks him,

for 211 of her gsex, for his efforts to benefit them and especial-

ly for his promise to recommend a proper library for the ladies:

33 Female Spectator, Vol. II, Bk. X, pp.202-203
34 Spectator, No. 37, April 12, 1711 (Addison)
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Your directing us to reading 1s certainly the best means
of our instruction, but I think with you, caution in that par-
ticular very useful since the improvement of ocur understanding
may or may not be of service to us according as it is managed.3b

Annabella then proceeds to advise the Spectator to include in
his proposed Ladles Library works on arithmetic and philosopgy
as well as the Bishop of Cambray's Educatlion of a Daughter.3
L'he Spectator referred from time to time to his project of com-

piling a Ladies Library. 2This was his plan:

This collection of books shall consist of such authors as
do not corrupt while they divert, but shall tend more immedi-
ately to improve them as they are women. they shall be such as
shall not hurt a feattire by the austerity of thelr reflections,
nor cause one impertinent glance by the wantonness of them.
Lhey shall all tend to advance the value of thelr innocence
as virging, improve their understanding as wlves, and regulate
their tenderness as parents....My Female Library.......shall
be furnished with nothing that shall give supplies to ostenta-
tion or impertinence: but the whole shall be so dlgested for
the use of my students that they shall not go out of character
in thelr inouiries, but their knowledge appear only cultivated
innocence., 37 ’

1t will be remembered that Steele fulfilled hils promlse by
38
publishing, in 1714 the Ladies Library in three volumes. Mrs.

Haywood in the Female Spectator, lauds the pleasures and ad-

vantages to be gained in reading in esgsay after essay. One of

her best effusions on the sublecet is this one:

32 Spectator, No. 95, June 15, 1711 (Steele)
36 Ibid.

37 Ibid. , No. 248, Nov. 9, 1710 (Steele)

38 See G. A. Aitkin "The Ladies Library“, Athenaeum, July
5, 1884, pp. 16-17 for complete list of inclusions which were
largely excerpts from moralists of the ages.
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What clods of earth should we have been but for reading :
---how ignorant of everything but the spot we tread upon:-----
Books are the channel through which all useful arts and sciences
are conveyed.----By the help of books we sit at ease, and travel
to the most distant parts; behold the customs and manners of all
the different nations in the habitable globe; may take a view of
heaven ltself, and traverse all the wonders of the skieg,-------
By books we learn to sustaln calamity with patlence, and bear
propperity with moderation---By books we are enabled to compare
past ages with the present; to discover what in our fore-fathers
wag worthy (of) imitation, and what should be avoided; to improve
upon their virtues, and take warning by their errors.--It is
books which dispel the gloomy melancholy our climate but too much
inclines us to, and in its room diffuses an enlivening cheerful-
ness.----In flne we are indebted to books for everything that can
profit or delight us. 39

i¥rs, Haywood recommended a wide varlety of reading material to
women. She consldered the reading of phllosophy both pleasant
and profitable; also some branches of Mathematics; Hlstory;
Bayle's Dictlonary; as well as a widely various reading of
travel book:? Poetry and novels were to be read for relaxa~
tion?l

As to the actual education and training of women, we can
give the perlodicals hardly any pralise, as the standards of
woman's educatlon were not raised appreciably during the first
half of the eighteenth cecentury. We can, however, applaud their
uniform efforts in attemptling to arouse all parents to the neces-
sity of glving their daughters the training allowed at that time.
1his training, in the light of progress, appears superficial in
the extreme, yet 1t must be allowed that even it was preferable

to the total ignorance resulting from neglect. ‘rhe laxity of

parents was indicted by Steele:

39 Female Spectator, Vol., II, Bk. VII, p. 39
40 Ibid., Vol. III, Bk. XV, p. 122-151
41 Ibid., Vol. II, Bk. X, p. 202
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I am apt to believe there are some parents imegine
thelr daughters will be accomplished enough i1f nothing inter-
rupts their growth or thelir shape. According to this method
of education, I could name you twenty families where all the
girls hear of in this 1life is that it is time to rise and
come to dinner as i1f they were so insignificant as to be
wholly provided for when they are fed and clothed...........

It is with indignation that I see such crowds of the
Female World lost to humane soclety. 42

Again he recorded hls opinion on this matter:

To make her an agreeable Person is the Main Purpose of
her Parents....lhe Management of a young Lady's person is not
to be overlooked, but the erudition (education) of her Mind
is much more to be regarded. +The true Art of the Case is to
make the Mind and Body improve together. 43

He resented @ﬁrls being allowed to run among the servants of
44
the household through neglect of theilr parents. Ahd the

Gentleman's Magazine protested against this custom as the

daughters in this way too often acquired the4low manners of
5
the servant class, or even marrieg among them. Mrs. Haywood,

in the Female Spectator, describes a product of t he superfi-

cial training of the time:

She was trained up in the way young ladies in England
ordinarily are; her relations following the common opinlon
that tbising, dance, play on the spinnet, and work at her
needle are accomplishments sufficlent for a woman:i:--- wit
she had enough but was never taught that to accustom herself
to Reflection was necessary to ripen that wit into wisdom. 46

42 Tatler, No. 248,6Novemb§g 9i7%z35

43 Spectator, No. 66, May ,

44 vratiler, No. 294, February 6, 1711/12

45 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. V, quoting Grubstreet Jour-
nal, No 276, February 27, 1735. <Yhis article dupllcates part
of the same accusation to be found on p. 163 of the essay called
“A Trip through the lTown" printed in the Anonymous tract, Lricks
of the Town Laid Open
— 7 46 Female gopectator, Vol. II, Bk. X, p. 190
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She thought that girls should be taught more than the prin-
ciples of virtue and morality. Particularly should Wher genius
be cultivated, her understanding improved, such employments
found for her as will rectify her mind and bring her to that
good taste which would prevent her choosing the indecent, the
unbecomigg, and, particularly, a husband beneath and unworthy
of her".

The numerous academles then extant justified their exist-
ence 1n the eyes of the world by their training g£irls to act
thelr proper roles in society with the home the plvotal point.
Lhe Spectator carried an advertisement from a school-mistress
who described the curriculum of her school for young ladies as
being planned to teach all the usual accompllshments with the
needle, dancing; the French tongue; and also the whole art of
pastry and preserving; "with whatever may render them accom-
lished“?8 However, somewhat more thorough, a "“gentleman of
+ducation" set up a “French Boarding School" in 1732 and ad-
vertised in the Craftsman that it would be a school

Where young Ladles are laught, Reading, Writing, Working,
and Accou~ts, Geography, Dancing and Instructed in all Parts of
sddcation. 49

If Steele believed there was “sex in souls", apparently

Addison, as well as other authorities, did not believe there was

e vast inequality of minds between thesexes:

47 remale Spectator, Vol.IIXI, Bk, XV, p. 154

48 Spectator, No. 314, February 29, 1711/12

49 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. II, quoting lhe Craftsman,
February 12, 1732
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I have often wondered that learning is not thought a
proper ingredient in the education of a woman of quality or
fortune. BSince they have the same improvable minds as the
mzle part of the specles, why should they not be cultivated
by the same method ?

Learning and knowledge are perfections in us not as we
are men, but as we are reasonable creatures, ln which order
of being, the female world is upon the same level with the
male. 50

in fact, he proceeds to argue that learning is more adapted

to the female world because of the fact that women have more
spare time. Ars. Haywood appeared to be torn by a conviectlon
that woman's intelligence 1s equal to that of man's and at the
same time by the doubt which tradition had Instilled in her.

She rationalized:

There are undoubtedly no sexes 1ln souls; and we are able
to receive and practice the impressions not only of virtue
end religion, but also of thoge sciences which men engross to
themnselves, as they can be.---Surely our bodies were not
created ocut of the finest mould that our souls might be ne-
glected like the ocoarsest 6fedlay. 51

then the inborn influence of her mores doubted:

If by the texture of her brain as some pretend to allege,
we are less capable of deep meditations and have a multipkieity
of volatile ideas, which continvally wandering, naturally,pre-
vent our fixing on any one thing; the more care should be taken
to improve such as may be of service, and suppress those who
nave a contrary tendency....But I agree no farther than in
supposition to this common place argument. 52

.rs. Haywood in no way sought to establish an equality of the
gexes beyond that of rights to learning. She outlines all of

man's arguments against the educating of woman, and answers

50 Guardian, No. 155, September 8, 1713
51 Female Spectator, Vol. II, Bk. X, p. 192
52 Ibid. p. 199
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each of them. 1In effect she contended that the larger educa-
tion would not cause woman to attempt domineering, but, rather,
that it would better fit her for her proper role of wife and
mother, nor would i1t make women so bold as to speak in public
places:

It is true that 1t would not befit us to go into the pul-
pit, nor harangue at the bar; but this 1s a weak and trifling
argument against our being qualified for either, since all men
who are so (educated) were never intended for the service of
the church nor to put on the dong robe; and by the same rules,
therefore the sons as well as the daughters of good families
should be bred up in ignorance. 53

Although the periodicals praised gpecific instances of
celebrated learning or accomplishment in women, they all re-
turned to their dominant premise thait woman's place 1s properly
the home. Steele confessed that "we see mowhere in conversation

54
the perfection of speech so much as in an accomplish woman.
And although Addison attributes woman's power of "oratory" to
55
her "inability to suppress her thoughts,™ he does allow
that "if we look into the histories of famous women, we find
many eminent philosophers of thils sex". He mentions Portia,

Hypparchia and kudosia, as well as Madame laintenon, who be-

came famous no doubt because of the development of their minds

56
through “books and literature.” Steele praised the writings
. 57
of Mrs. Rowe (Elizabeth Singer); and also ;ge essays of Mrs.
Arabella Manley, “Schoolmistress of Heckney" However Steele

5% Female Spectator, Vol. II, Bk. X, p. 194-199

54 ratler, No. 62, September 1, 1709

55 Spectator, No. 247, December 13, 1711

56 Guardian, No. 155, September 8, 1713

57 Tatler, No. 10, May 3, 1709

58 Ibid. No. 4, April 18, 1709. Note that this 1s not lrs,
de la Riviere Manley with whom Steele carried on a literary feud.
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allowed sSwift to publish in the latler hls bitter satire on
. 59
"l‘adonella" (Mary Astell) and her school for "“Platonites".

Ihe CGentleman's Magazlne for April, 1736 offers as proof “that

the Soul knows no difference in sex" those'female worthies',
sappho, lanquilla, Portia, the Celtic Women, Kilnerva, Huldah
of Holy Writ, Aspatia, Cornelia (mother of the Gracchil) and

again Budosia (Athenais). ‘he article continues:

Nor hzve our own times wanted such Ornaments of the Sex;
nor has our own Nation: Why need I mention our Chudleighs,
#inch's, Behn's, Singers ? BSince had I named Mrs. Barker
only who has lately publish'd some Poems, you would allow she
excels most of our present Poetsl. And what is particular to
her honour, be 1t i:known that she never stoops for an infamous
applause to those Loosenesses from which too many of both
sexes have deriv'd all thelr Fame. 60
1This article also states that "there are other British Females
of the present age worthy to be recorded in this list of Fame".
rs. Haywood, while not citing specific women notables 1n the

vemale Spectator (aside from the Duchess of Leeds to whom the

dedication is given), did record a unique accomplishment of
women patrons of learning at that time. Since, however, we
can accord Mrs., Haywood just recognition for her own share in
in the imminent Bhakespearean revival, 1t may well be that she
is only being modest when she gives credlt to “gome ladies™
for the following bit of patronage of that great bard:

Some ladies indeed have shewn a truly public spirit in
rescuing the admirable, yet almost forgotten, Shakespear from

59 ‘ratler, No. 32, June 23, 1709
60 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. Vi, quoting the Universal
Spectator, Mo. 293, April 17, 1736
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being totally sunk in oblivioni---they have generously con-
tributed to raise a monument to his memory and frequently
nonoured hils works on the stagei---an action, which degerves

L

the highest encomlums, and will be attended with an adequate
reward, since in preserving the fame of the dead bard, they
add a brightness to their own which will shine to late
posterity. 61

Yet, although once a woman had succeeded she was ylelded vast
admniration, the perlodieals insisted that 'it was rather to be

wished that woman Improve in her own sphere, and approved them-
62
selves better daughters, wives, mothers and friends.' And

all believed that for the average woman " to be well-dressed,

in good-humour, and cheerful in the command of her family are
63

"

all the arts and sciences of life. Steele went to some

prains to make his position clear:

We have indeed cerried women's characters too much into
nublic life and you will see them nowadays affect a sort of
fame: but I cannot help venturing to disoblige them for their
service by telling them that the utmost of a2l woman's char-
acter 1s contained in domestic life; she 1s blameable or
praiseworthy according as her carriage affects the house of
her father or her husband as contained within the duties of a
daughter, a sister, a wife, and a mother. All these may be
well performed, though a lady should not be the very finest
woman at an opera or an assembly. Ihey are likewlse consistent
with a modest share of wit, a plain dress and a modest aikp...
ihen they consider themselves, as they ought, no other than an
additional part of the ppecies (for thelr own happlness and
comfort as well as that of those for whom they were born),
thelir ambition to excel will be directed accordingly and they
will in no part of their lives want opportunitles of being
shining Ornaments to their fathers, husbands, brothers or
children. 64

‘loreover, lMrs. Haywood, conslstent with convention, advocated

61 Female Spectator, Vol. I, Bk. V, pp. 263-264

62 Spectator, No. 95, June 15, 1711

63 latler, No. 75, October 1, 1709 (Addlson and Steele)
64 Spectator, No. 342, April 2, 1712
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no activity outside the realm of domesticity, Nor, indeed,

did LJr. Johnson, although Boswell reported that had he mar-
ried, Ur. Johnson would have preférred an intelligent wife.
In short, all of the essayists belleved with Steele that

ne Famlly 1s the Province for a Private Woamn to shine
in, 65

Since they relegated woman strictly to the home, the
periodicals, continuing their attempts to elevate woman's
social position, now set themselves to sentimentalizes the
institution of marriage. Working to that end, they extolled
the beautles of sentimental love; they advocated marriage
beged on mutual attraction between persons carefully selected
by each other because of thelr superior dqualitles; and they
pictured the Joys of the home built on idedl marriage. In
these directions, the periodicals demonstrated their greatest
reforming efforts. Uone was the light, gay, bantering tone of
Addison and Steele with which t hey had treated lesser subjects.
This style now gave over, in those two essayists, to one of
tender sentiment. &rs. Haywood, always loquaciously senti-
mental, was never more so than in this fieéld. And Doctor
Jolnson, who knew nothing of airy badinage, was never more at
nome than when treating these subjects which allowed the exer-
cige of his didacticism. In thelir efforts to create a higher

regard for and wider practice of sentimental love in marriage,

65 gpectator, No. 110, June 2, 1711
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the essayists set themselves in direct opposition to the

Regtoration wits. Steele stated that

Lhe wits of thls Island for above fifty years past, in-
stead of correcting the vices of the age, have done all they
conld to inflame them. Marriage has been one of the common
tonics of ridicule that every stage hath found hls account
in; for whenever there is an occasion for a clap, an imper-
tinent jest on mztrimony is sure to raise it. 66

As regarded love itself, Steele considered it as "a solemn
67
and honourable passion” and wrote of 1t

There is therefore an assiduous care and cultlvatioh to
be bestowed upon our passions and affectations; for...they are
the excrescences of our souls. 68

And again he complained:

Of all the laudable motives of 1life, none have suffered
so much...as Love, under which reversed name & brutal desire
called Lust 1s frequently concealed and admitted. 69

And Addlson also gave hls estimate of love:

But this may be said of Love, that if you strike 1t out
of the soul, 1life would be insipid, and our being but half-
animated. A real pasgsion which has in 1t a capacity for mak-
ing life happy can thoroughly accomplish this great end, pro-
vided they have always & real and constant love to work upon.70

somewhat ambiguously, the Gentleman's Magazine sentlimentallzed

love also:

66 Tatler, No. 159, April 15, 1710
67 Ibid., No. 30, June 18, 1709

68 Ibid., No. 54, August 13, 1709
69 1bid., No. 49, August 2, 1709
70 1bid., No. 90, November 5, 1709
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Nothing 1s more generally to be believed by all to be
known and yet is in fact less understood than Love. As Plants
take a Tincture from the BSoll they grow in, Love receives a
Colouring from the Lover's Temper....The trme and only Object
of Love 1s Beauty...Beauty being of two Kinds, mental and
Corporeal, Love cannot be the result of one only; a savage
may tesie the Last, yet have no idea of the First, but none
can taste the First without having both the Idea and Capablijity
of the Last. The cue for my pretty Readers 1s not bo be led
by the eye alone. 71

.rs. Haywood, deeply embrolled in the whirl of Sentimentalism,
reached the vortex when she discussed love and marriage. Sur-
prisingly rationalistic in this instance, however, she gave her
opinion of love:

I readily agree that love 1ltself, when under the diree-
tion of reason, harmonlzes the soul and gives it a gentle, gen-
erous turn; but I can by no means approve of such definitions
of that passion as we find in plays, movels and romances.....
When once we truly love, we rarely change. T2

''he essayists disapproved the degrading of that tender
passion of love by dalliance or "demurrage“. Although coquettes
received their share of denunciation, all were agreed that this
faulty practice was to be attributed largely to the men. Jenny
pistaff belleved that men could never decelve women in love if
ywomen would use better jJudgment to distinguish the good from
the bad and would learn to value merit above graceful address.
Here again she blames Restoration attitudes for woman's love
positions

It is from the wrltings of those times and the traditional

accounts of the debauches of thelr men of pleasure, that the
cox-combs now-a-days take upon them, forsooth, to be false

71 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. V, quoting the Prompter,
Ho. 5, January, 1735
72 Female Spectator, Vol. I, Bk. I, pp.6-9
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svains and perjured lovers. Ltlethinks I feel all the woman
rise in me when I reflect upon the naugeous rogues that pre-
tend to deceive us, wretches that can never have it in thelr
power to over-reach anything living but their mistresses § In
the name of goodness, if we are designed by nature as sultable

companions to the other sex, why are®we not treated according%y?
3

The Tatler denounces the inequality of sex in cases of dalliance:

A man that is treacherously dealt with in love may have
recourse to many consolations. But & woman that is 1ll-treated,
has no refuge in her grief but in silence and secrecy. The
world is so unjust that a female heart which has been touched
ig thought forever blemished. 'The very grief in the case is
looked upon as a reproach, and a complaint, almost a breach of
chastity....ror these reasons we see treachery and falsehood
are become, asg 1t were, male vices, and are geldom found, never

acknowledged in the other sex. T4

He then offers women the service of exposing the names of de-

celvers.

If man was guilty of bandying the affectddhs about, so was
woman; but even here man was indlrectly to blame because of his
constant flattery of her, easily inducing her thereby to resort
to coquetry. Resenting woman's abllity to play at a game which
man himself invented, the essaylsts vented much bitter criticism
on “coouettes”,"311ts" and demurrers. Addison advised demurrers
who spin out the time of courtship either "“to close with their
lovers or dismiss them,® as time flies and beauty is fleeting.
"The virtuous woman should reject the first offer of marriage,"
mt she should demur only "so far as decency requires.® =

Steele believed a "Jilt" a “dangerous animal," pne degree worse

than the coquette. “She 1s a spider in the midst of a cobweb,

73 ‘Patler, No. 247, November 7, 1710 (Steele)
74 Ibid. No. 128, February 2, 1709
75 Spectator, No. 89, June 12, 1711
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that is sure to destroy every fly that approaches it." 76
p

An Oxonlan corresponding with the Universgal Spectator gave

the amusing character of Belinda, 'who treated him with all
the cruelty of a coquette.' When he gave her the poemsnhe

wrote to her,

she just looks at them and drawls out,----What, verse ?
Ha, ha, ha ! Poetry is the prettiest Thing to curl one's
Yair with Y 77

'he essayist consistently villified the “deflowerers of
innocence". The Guardian wondered that such men, though dead
to all the sentiments of virtue and honour, are not restrained
Wy compassion and humanity. Lo bring sorrow, to wound the
~eart of a tender parent, and stain the life of a deluded
young woman With a dishonour that can never be wiped off, are
circumstances, one would think, sufflcient to check the most

violent passion in a heart which has the least tinecture of
78
pity and good nature. In this regard, Steele again re-

~roached the inequalities of the sex when he wrote:

It has been often asserted in these papers that the great
source of our wrong pursults 1s the impertinent manner with
mhich we treat women both in common and important circumstances
of life...Our women have much Indulged to them in the partici-
netion of our fortunes and our liberty; but the errors they com-
mit in the use of either are by no means so impartially con-
cidered as the false steps which are made by men. In the com-
merce of lovers, the man makes the address, assails and be-
trays; and yet stands in the same degree of acceptance as he
we.s before he committed the treachery. ‘he woman for no other
crime but believing one whom she thought loved her 1s treated
with shyness and indifference at best, and commonly with re-
nroach and scorn. 79

76 Spectator, No. 187, October 4, 1711

77 Gentleman's lMagezine, vol. V, quoting universal Spec-
tator, MNo. 330, February 1, 1735

78 Guardian, No. 123, August 1, 1713

79 tatler, No. 201, July 22, 1710
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“he Gentleman's Magazine, for January, 1735, quotes an article

rom the Prompter warning maids do be cautlous on whom they
bestow their love. ‘the essayists emphasized his lesson by

cuoting a verse from Rowe:!

Were you, ye Fair, but cautious whom you trust;
pid you but know how seldom fools are Just,

So many of your Sex would not in vailn

Of perjured Man and broken vows complain.

Of all the various wretches love has made,

How few have been by Men of Sense betray'd ¥
Convinced by Reason, they your power confess &
Pleased to be happy as you're pleased to Dbless;

And conecious of your Worth, can never love you less. 80

ihe same magazine, quoting the universal Spectator, gives a

full account of the conventional mistreatment of the wronged
woman with an accompznying insight into the customary disposi-
tion of unwanted children. A physician who has written a let-

ter to the uUniversal Spectator regarding the miseries of the

abandoned women of the town,

Proceeds to argue with the infamous Authors of the misery
of these wretches who first seduce the poor young Creatures from
their Innocence and then triumph in their Wickedness. He who
debauches a laiden and then exposes her to want and shame 1s
arrived to such a monstrous height of villainy, that no word in
our Language can reach it, Mentions a further species of
cruelty, that 1s the necessity some of these poor wretches are
under 1f with child, of applying to a Magistrate to procure
gome piltiful Maintenance for her unfortunafe Babe.--~--When
211 that is done by the father is to make the best Bargain he ;
can with the Church-wardens to take it off his Hands; which ig |
commonly done for a treat and 10 or 12 pounds. So the Child :
1s placed upon the Parish and the Women upon the own. 81

80 Gentleman's Magazine, vol. V, representing '‘he Prompter
Mo. 5, January, 1735 ’ =88 rrompte:

81 1bid., Vol. I, quoting the universal Spectator, No. 118
January 9, 1731
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If much admonition was given regarding the proprieties
of courtship, even more was extended to those persons contem-

nlating marriage. Care in choosing a mate was consldered ex-

tremely important by all of the essaylsts. At the same time,

<he latler also recammended that the seeker develop the same

qualifications as those sought for succegsful marriage:

'hese are in my opinion cheerfulness and constancy. A
cheerful temper joined with innocence will make beauty attrac-
tive, knowledge delightful and wit good-natured. It willl
lighten sickness, poverty, and affliction; convert, ignorance
into an amiable simplicity; and render deformity itself agree-

able. 82

vhe Spectator kindly advised young ladies as to what to look

for in ¢ husband:

lhe best husbands have been famous for their widdom; vir-
tue naturally produces constancy and matuzl esteem; good-nature
winich 18 insufficlient unless it be steady and uniform and ac-
companied with an evenness of temper which 1s above all things
to be preserved in this friendship contracted for life. 83

The Grubstreet Journal, quoted in the Uentleman's Magazine ad-

vised men, on the other hand, not to prefer Beauty or rortune

to Sense and Good-Humour. lirs. Haywood advised women to be

sure of their own hearts in marriage, being not hasty to deter-
mine whether they feel a real tenderness or only a llking, first
85

being sure, of coursey of the sincerity of the men. Dr. John-

son, in a long discourse on ""The Unhappiness of Marriage Caused

from Irregular lotives of Choice," listed many examples of un-

82 iatler, No. 192, July 1, 1710

83 Spectator, No. 607, October 15, 1714

84 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. IV, quoting Grubstreet Jour-
n2l, No. 228, May 9, 1 734
85 female Spectator, Vol. I, Bk. I, p. 9
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wise marriages! Prudentius who married Puria for money;
Florentius who married a codquette unable to sustain her re-
partee and therefore insipid; liellssus who married Ianthe,
brought her to town where both became miserable because sol-
itude and reflectlon gave way to publick life and galety;
Ptosapius who married his housekeeper; Avaro who married to

please a rich uncle.

-

(All) failed to obtain happiness for want of considering
that marrisge 1s the strictest tie of perpetual friendship,
and there can be no friendship without confidence, and no
confidence without integrity; and that he must expect to be
wretched who pays to beauty riches, or pollteness that regard
which only virtue and plety can claim. 86

Along the same line of reasoning the Gentleman's Magazine 1in

Moy, 1733 carried an amusing article from the Grubstreet Jour-

nal entitled “Of Unjustifiable Marriages." The essaylst here
proposes that some legislation be taken to prevent unhappy

marriages and that suitable penalties should be inflicted on

Delinquents:

As for example : when two young thoughtless Fools, having
no visible way to maintain themselves nor anything to begin the
World with, yet resolve to marry, and be miserable let 1t be
deemed petty Larceny,---- If a younger Brother marries an old
lomay purely for the sake of a laintenance, let 1t be called
de defendendo,--- When a rich old Fellow marries a young Wench
in her full bloom, I would have it made Felony without Beneflt
of Clergy,----When a Lady marries her Coach-man or a Gentleman
his Cook-maid (especially if there are children by a former
marriage) let them both bé transported for fourteen years,---
When a men has had one Devil of a Wife and burlied her, and yet
will marry a Second, let him be brought in Felo de fe, and
buried in the Highway accordingly,---When a Woman 1in good cir-
cumstances marries a Town-rake not worth a groat; if she's

86 Rambler, No. 18, May 19, 1750
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betrayed into 1it, let it be called Accidental Death: But

if she knew 1t, make it a single Felony, and singe her rist,
----When a ian with children marries a Woman with five or six,
and vice-versa, let the Delinguent stand thrice on the Pillory,
lose both his Bars, and suffer one Year's Imprisonment,-----

If 2 man marries a Woman of 1ll Fame knowing her to be so, let
him be condemned to have a palr of Horns painted on his Loor,
in perpetuam rei memoriam; or if she be a known Scold, then a
ccuple of Neat's Tongues painted there.------- And when a iMan
or Woman marries to the disinheriting of their Children, let
them suffer as in Cases of High Treason.----- When a2 woman mar-
ries a Man deeply in debt knowlng him to be so, let her be sent
to the House of Correction and kept to hard labour for three
months; and if he decelved her, and d4ild not let her know his
Circumstancew, let her be acquitted, and he be doomed to beat

Hemp all the bays of his Life. 87

The obrious iInference here is that all of these marriages are
unjustiflable because they were contracted on unreasocnable

grounds and without the bonds of affection.

Mrs. Haywood, as well as the other essayists, placed a

real responsibility on parents for the possibilitles of happy

marriages for thelr children. In the first place, a girl

should early be surrounded with men so that she could learn to

88
Judge them and thus be assured of selecting wilsely. She de-

plored the practice of parentd#t selecting husbands for their

daughters, giving a mogt unhappy instance of one such marrlage.

This was a marriage of t wo persons of conflicting religions

(which Mrs. Haywood greztly disapproved) witg the result that
9
And 211 of the

thelr home was the scene of continual discord.

essayists accused ambitious parents of arranging many unhapby

marriages for the purpose of galning huge settlements. The

87 uentleman's Magazine, Vol. III, quoting Grubstreet Jour-
nal, No. 178, May 24, 1733

88 Female Spectator, Vol. I, Bk. I, p. 9

89 Ibid. Vol. III, Bk. XVI, p. 203
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periodicals exhibited peculiar averslon to this practice.

stbele was the first to express hls opinion of the matter:

I have often admired at the barbarity of parents who fre-
quently interpose thelr authority in this grand article of
life. 1 would faln ask the father whether he thinks he can
bestow a greater favour on his daughter than to put her in a
way to live happily ?....Whether he can make amends to his
daughter by any lincrease of riches for the loss of that hap-
piness she proposes to herself...or whether the father should
compound with his daughter to be miserable though she were to
get twenty thousand pounds by the bargain ? 90

Steele was also of the opinion that " this trade of minds and

bodies in the lump without regard to either as they are accom

panied with such sums of money, and such parcels of land can-

not but produce a commerce between t he partlies concerned suit
able to the mean motives upon which they first came togechi.“
Again and agaln he protested agéﬁnst such "auctions" because
thls custom was in direct opposition to his efforts to sanc-
tify the 1dea of marrlage in the minds of hils readerZ? He
believed that such a marriage was “insipid if not loathsome,"

and that the principals in such an arrangement could not be

happy $

(They would live) without the least relish of that ex-
quisite gladness of meeting, that sweet inquietude at part-
ing, together with the charms of voice, look, gesture and
that general benevolence between well-chosen lovers which
makes all things please. 93

The periodicals published numerous complaints both from those
betrothed and those already married because of thelr unhappil-

ness %n being thus “bargained" by their parents. Such parents

90 Tatler, No. 185, June 15, 1710

91 Ibid., No. 223, September 12, 1710
92 Ibig.

93 1Ibid., No. 199, July 18, 1710
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were greatly criticized by all but particularly so by
Steele who termed them "extortionergﬁ. He as well as the
others attributed the falling away from matrimony to this

practice. “"Contempt of Matrimony prevails amongst us," says

the Unliversal Spectator, taking the advantage parenthetically
95
of adverting “the Batchellors Recantations" at 6 pence. Later,

the same periodical states that:

(He):subjoins a Petition from several Batchelors, com-
plaining cf being slighted by the Falr Sex for want of kstates
to make Jointures, and therefore offer thelr Joint Request that
the Yomen may not by any Publick Act be allowed to court since
they have made so indiscreet a Use of the Toleration for some-
time passed allowed them. 96

The Practice of requiring settlements and Jointures for daughters
was 8till so prevalent in Dr. Johnson's time that that good man

was moved to write one of his rare satires on the subject of
o7
“Love Unsuccessful Without Riches.*

There 1s only one Jjustifiable basis for marrlage, accord-
ing to the periodicals. 4That is love based on mutual attractlon.
This "real marriage® 1s the source of greatest happiness, accord-

ing to Mrs. Haywood:

It 18 indéed the fountain-head of all the comforts we can
enjoy ourselves and of those we transmit to prosperity. It is
the band which unites not only two persons but whole familles
in one common inseparable interest.---It ig that which prevents
those numberless irregularities that would else overthrow all
order and destroy society, but then not to pervert the intentlon
of 80 necessary and glorious an institution and rob it of every
blessing it 1s full of, lies only in ourselves. No violated

94 GQuardian, No. 13, June 4, 1712

95 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. I, quoting uUniversal Spec-
tator, No. 117, February 13, 1731

96 Ibid., No. 127, April 13, 1731

97 Rambler, No. 192, January 18, 1852
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vows before pledged to another, ---no clandestine agreements

made up by a hasty and engoverned passion, no sordid bargains
where wealth, not merit, is the chief inducement,~-- no no-

torlous disparity of years, of family, of humours, can ever
be productive of & lasting concord, either between the prin-
cipals themselves, or those in alliance with them. 98

steele believed that "marriage is a solemn prostitution where
99
there igs not an union of Minds." He also believed that “"mutual

confidence of each other....renders the satlisfactions of mar-

riage even greater than those of friendship, and makes wife and
100

husband the dearest appellations of human life." The North-

hampton Mercury for January, 1732 in an essay on “Conjugal Love"

gstated

When Good Nature, Respect, and Equality of lempers meet,
this state is an inexhaustible source of Felicity. 101

Again in the Gentleman's Magazine, in an article quoted from

The Auditor, we find a letter from & happily married man who

credits his having married for love with being the secret of

his happiness:

I did not seek an overgrown Fortune, nor could think of
giving my hand to a Woman from whom my Heart was likely to
be at Liberty. A beautiful Face and fine Shape were not enough
t0 engage me if the Soul was not fltted to my own too. 102

Another article in the same perlodical eulogized the beautles

of marriage:?

08 Female Spectator, vol. I, Bk. II, pp. 59, 60

99 Tatler, No. 91, November 8, 1709

100 1bid. No. 136, February 21, 1709/10 —

101 Genbleman's Magazine, Vol. II, quoting the North
hampton Mercury, January 8, 1732

102 Ibid. &uoting the’Auditor, No. 24, April 24, 1733
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No Station of Life can Equal that where two Persons come
together with Friendship, Love, Honour and Generosity; as for
Fortune, if it be on one SBide, 1tg sufficient; as to Beauty

Its blaze, tho' fierce, is quickly past,

#hile Love, Good Sense and Virtue always last. 103
Dr. Johnson, too, believed that proper choice based on love was
necessary to marital fellecity. 1In one of his Rambler essays,
Pr. Johnson produces a letter from Hymenaeus, who has married
Tranqullla, in which the correspondent outlines the reasons
that made thelr marriage happy: they have no unreasonable ex-
pectations of each other; there is not too much disparity in
thelr blrth and fortune; they chose each other without the
authority and avarice of parents; they, both know the world and
like books; and concludes:

We consldered marriage as the most solemm league of friend-
ship, a state from which artifice and concealment are to be ban-
lghed forever, and in which every act of dissimulation is a
breach of faith. 104

Because 1t fell so far below the ideal standards for which
the periodicals were striving, clandestine marriage was gravely
censured. When we remember the historic scandals of “Fleet
Street" and other easy accesses to matrimony how the "fortune
gtealers" elpped with and married the daughters of wealth, we
can understand the fears of “I'im Watchwell', a father, who
wrote to the Spectator:

I, for one, live in continual apprehension of this sort of
people that lie in wait, day and night, for our children, and

o 1%%2 Gentleman's Magazine, quoting the Auditor, No 24, April
s
104 Rambler, No. 167, Oectober 22, 1751
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may be consldered as a kind of kidnappers within the law. 105

irs. Haywood described an instance of clandestine marriage with
all its typiecal viciousness. Jemima, wooed by Lotharlo, who
makes a secret contract with her, holds out for a marriage cere-
mony in confirmation of the contract. He then negotiates a
fraudulent ceremony with his valet acting the part of the clergy-
man. Needless to say thls affair is followed by the direst re-
sult;?b With thils example, Mrs., Haywood warns glrls never to
marry without the consent of thelr parents; and she insists on
a church cergmony, since 1t carries both authentlicity and at
the same time a greater solemnit;?7 History tells us that because
of the prevalence of these travesties, Lord Hardwicke's Marriage
Act was passed in 1753, requlring the knowledge and consent of
parents and the publishing of previous notice. We submit the
foregoing evidence to show that the periodicals lent thelr effort
to the stamping out of that evil.

'he essayists, having promulgated a better basls for select-
ing a mate in marriage, now offered thelr venevolent advice on
how to remain happy in the married state. As always where the

affections were concerned, Steele had a wholesome program of con-
duct to offer the happy pailr:
In marriage, the chief busginess 1s to acqulre a preposes-

sion in favour of each other. <They should conslder one another's
words and actions with secret indulgence. There should always

105 Spectator, No. 311, February 26, 1711/12_(Hughes)
106 Female Spectator, Vol. IV, Bk. XXII, pp.155-204
107 Ibid., Vol. IV, Bk. XXIII, pp. 256-258
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be an inward fondness, pleading for each other, such as may

add new beauties to everything that 1s excellent, give charms

to what 1s indifferent, and cover everything thiat is defectivg.
10

Addison llkewise expounﬁed the principles of congenial marrisge.
In a discourse on the "Difference in '‘emper of the Sexes," he
gtated:

We may conclude Men and women were made as counterparts to
one another, that the pains and anxieties of the husband might
be relieved by the sprightliness and good-humour of the wife.
inen these are rightly tempered, care and cheerfulness "go
hand in hand; and the family like a ship that is duly trimmed
wants neither sail nor ballast. 109

'he wife's share in the happiness of t he home was exem-
plified in BSteele’'s characterization of the ideal young wife,

ary Home. She explains to a coguette the reason for her re-

tirement from soclety:

I have no other concern but to please the man I love; he
1s the end of every care I have; if 1 dress, 1t 1s for him; 1if
I read a poem or a play, it is to qualify myself for a conver-
satlon agreeable to his happiness---EIulove to talk to him and
never hear him named but with pleasure and emotion. 110

soundling almost as obnoxious to present-day women as Lord Hali-
fax's "Advice to his Daughter' 1s the recipe given to wives for

managing their husbands, to be found in the uentleman's Magazine

for June, 1734. <This article, quoted from the Universal Spec-

tator, recommends the role of a sychophant to a wife who would

be succesgful:

108 ratler, No. 150, March 25, 1710
109 Spectator, no. 128, July 27, 1711
110 Spectator, Mo 254, Vecember 21, 1711
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the man who is not of so tractable a Disposition is to be
governed by Artifice; However difficult this may see, 1t 1is
only to persusde him to do what you before knew he had deter-
mined to do.

Lo preserve Dominicn, you must preserve gooddHumour, and
to please a Husband, continue that which pleased a Lover; o
expose the 111 Qualities of Iind or neglect the Care of their
Appearance to their Husbands is a great oversight in the
Ladies. 111

And the Prompter offered sage advice to women:

The Cue then, that I would give the Wives of Great Britain,
after they have studied their Husband's Dlsposition, Yemper and
laste, for Pleasure, is, never to let their own come so near as
to put them upon ever asking themselves the question, Who shall
Yield ? 112

the Prompter soon afterward carried a rejoinder to the above

article, from Martha Rulewell. She wrote:

sSmooth Mr. Prompter,

D'ye think for all your fine Speeches, I don't see your
Urift; what 1s the lendency of your Paper, No. 15, but to make
Wives blindly submit to thelr Husbands, for fear the good man
should take Pett. Bachelors' Wives are always well-governed;
but, Bir, there is a Lifference between heory and Practice,
--as you'll find, if you come among us with your Fool's Cap
and your rool's Notions of Matrimonial Government.------- I
wonder you do not preach up the old-fashion'd Doctrine of
Honour and QObey , which was well enough in former dzys when 113
wives vwere mere Domestick Animals or at best, but Upper Servants.

I'he Prompter hastened to answer that he meant only Reasonable
Authority and Reasonable Bubmission, but'that Honour and Obey

are still to be built, upon the Basis of Heason.'

''he essayists loved to dwell on the Joys to be observed

111 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. IV, aquoting the uUniversal
spectator, No. 297, June 15, 1734 . )
112 Ibid. cuoting the Prompter, No. 15, January, 1735
113 Ibid. Vol. V, Prompter, No. 19, January, 1735




136
in congenial fanily life, all the result of marrisge based on
nure affection. rerhaps the tenderest account of such a family
in their home was given by sSteele in his essay "A Scene of
Domestic reliecity"”. Ur. Bickerstaff here recounts a pleasurable
visit he has jugt made in the home of an 0ld school friend. ithe
children of the home, all well-trained and friendly, welcome him
eznd render him numerous little hospitalities. 'The father and
mother, each an old friend, give him warm welcome. bBut the
charmingly affectlonate attitude of the whole family for one an-
cther, particularly that of the wife and husband for each other,
delight ir. Bickerstaff beyond measure. His old friends eulogy

-

of nis wife is one of Steele's tenderest masterpieces:

She gives me every day pleasures beyond what I ever knew
in possession of her beauty, when I was in the vigour of Youth.
....Her face is to me much more beautiful than when first I saw
it; there 18 no decay in any feature, which I cannot trace from
the very instant it was occasioned by some anxious concern for
ny welfare and interests. Thus at the same time, methinks, the
love I conceived toward her for what she was, 1s helghtened by
my gratitude for what she is. “The love of a wife 1s as much
above the idle passions commonly called by that name as the loud
laughter of buffoons if inferior to the elegant mirth of a gen®
tleman. Oh! she is an inestimable Jjewel ! 114

hus we have seen in what manner the perlodicals attempted
to elevate the social position of woman through the sentimental-
1ging of her and her “calling", merriage. We have found that
these monitors allowed women learning, provided its pursuit kept
rer well within the prescribed sphere of domestlcity. rhey at-
tempted to heighten the regard of the world for woman. They

attempted to reform the institution of marriage through a read-

justment of moral standards; through teaching men and women how

114 _tatler, No. 95, November 17, 1709
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to select mates; and, particularly, through euloglzing the
beauties of love and marriage and the mutual felieity of the

happy home,



CHAPLIER V
Al EVALUATICN OF THE WORK OF THZ EBARLY PERIODICALS IN

FURTHERING WOWAN'S SOCIAL PROGRESS

It has been the purpose of this treatise to show that the
various periodicals under consideration, namely, the latler,

tne Spectator, the Guardian, the Gentleman's lMagazine or the

Yonthly Intelligencer (1731-1736), the Female spectator, and

the nRambler attempted to attract and hold women readers; and
that they constituted themselves the proper instrument for
furthering woman's soclal progress.

Ve have shown evidence that all of these periodicals of-
fered a direct invitation to women readers, that they presented
an sbundance of reading material calculated to interest them
throurhout the period, thus demonstrating to what extent the
veriodicals themselves Tell under the influence of the onward
nmarch of feminism.

Then we have offered evidence to show that, in turn, the
weriodicals contributed to the steady progress of feminism not
cnly Dby catering to women readers, as stated above, but also
through thelilr very real contributions toward hner social etéva-
+ion. tYe have seen how the essayists attempted to correct the
veccadillos of woman's soclal behaviour and her dress; how they
asttemnted to reform her character. Then, too, we discovered
that through the channel of Sentimentallsm, the periodicals
essayists devoted themselves to incalcating greater respect for

women as a thinking creature. Slnce her precincts were
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narrowly circumscribed to the home by the sSentimentalists,
the periodicals deliberately attempted to glorify her role
as sweetheart, wife, and mother.

Uid the essayists themselves feel that they enjoyed any
degree of success ? or, if they did not so express themselves,
did the reception of thelr efforts reflect this success ®°
Steele, for one, was dlscouraged because he felt that his prog-
ress toward reform was slow, yet he helieved that he had ac-
complished some good for woman:

It is no small discouragement to me to see how slow a
progress I make in the reformation of the world. But indeed
I must do my female readers the justice to own that their
tender hearts are much more susceptibdle to good impressions
than the mind of the other sex. 1
And in the last number of the vatler, Steele expresses a repug-
nance a8t inquiring into faults and weaknesses and gives notice
of the conclusion of his work. He estimates his service in
the following way As to the work itself, the acceptance of

2
it 1s the best proof of its value.

However, it remained for John Gay, Steele's contemporary,
to welgh the value of his and Addison's work adequately:

Bickerstaff ventured to tell the town that they were a
varcel of fops, fools and coquettes; but in such a manner as
even pleased them, and made them more than half inclined to
belleve that he spoke the truth.

Instead of complying with the false sentiments and viclous
tastes of the Age either in morality, criticlsm or good breed-
ing---he has boldly assured them with an authority, which per-

fectly well became him, to surrender themselves to hls argu-
ments for Virtue and Good Sense.

1. Tatler, No. 139, February 28, 1709/10
2 Ibld. No. 271, January 2, 1710/11
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It is 1ncredlble to concelve the effect his writings
have had on the town; how many thousand follies they have
elther quite banished or glven a very great check to ! how
much countenance they have added to Virtue and Religion !
how many people they have rendered happy by showing them
it was their fault if they were not so ¢ 3

In the well-known Addisonian manner, the Spectator
boasted 1tself thoroughly successful, particularly in the

reformation of fashions:

The petticoat no sooner begun to swell but I observed
its motions. The party-patches had not time to muster them-
selves before I detected them. I had intelligence of the
coloured hood the very first time 1t appeared in a public
assembly. I might here mention several other (of) the like
contingent subjects upon which I bestowed distinct papers.
By this means, I have go effectually quashed thoselrregu-
larities which gave occasion to them, that I am afraid
posterity will scarce have a sufficient idea of them to rel-
1sh those discourses which were in no little vogue at the
time when they were written. “hey will be apt to think that
the fashions and customs I attacked were some fantastic con-
ceits of my own, and that their great-grandmothers could not
be so whimsical as I have presented them.

And, again, Addison expressed pleasure at the reception of
the gnectator: "It is with much satisfaction that I hear
this 8reaf‘city inguiring day by day after these my paper;,
and receiving morning lectures with a beconming geriousness. "
Nor did he believe these “morning lectures" had been in valn.
In a discussion between Will Honeycomb and Sir Andrew kree-
port, the Spectator reported that the latter sald that (My

paperg) had done great good in the city and that all thelr

3 John Gay, The Present State of Wit, 1711 (Reprinted {n
An English Gerner: critical Egsays and Iiterary Feagments, Ed.
J.C. Collins, New York., pp. 201-210

4 Spectator, No. 435, July 19, 1712

5 Ibid. No. 10, March 12, 171l
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wives and daughters were the better for them; and further
added that the ghole city thought themselves very much
obliged to me.*

‘'he Guardian was also reported succegsful by one of
Steele's contemporaries, who stated that ‘one could hardly
find a lady dressing or drinking tea in the morning with her
friend but Mr. St__ le's paper made up the best part of the
entertainment.'7

The far-reaching influence in all directlons by the Gen-

tleman's Magazine is evident from the fact that this miscellany

was popular as late as 1909, when its publication was dlscon-
tinued.

The Female Spectator wholly feminine in character, being

published by that veteran novelist HMrs. Haywood, was welcomed
by her host of followers who believed she was attempting to
“tred in the steps of the Spectator of Immortal Memory" in
advocating Good Manners, Morality and Religion. Yo these, lrs.
Haywood addressed herself in her concluding number, thanking
“those ladies who had extraordinarily encouraged these Lucubra-
tions."

As to his efforts in the Rambler, Johnson issued his benign
valedictory: I shall never envy the honours which wit and learn-
ing obtain in any other cause, if I can be numbered among the

writers who have gilven ardour to virtue and confldence to truth.

6 Spectator, No. 34, April 9, 1711

7 Quoted frém John Yutchin's Ghost (pamphlet, dated December
8, 1714) by G. A. Aitkin in the Life of Richard BSteele, Cambridge.
riverside Press. 1889. p. 415

8 Rambler, No. 208, March 14, 1752
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e could not claim that the perilodicals had a noticeable
immedliate effect. We have varlous comments of contemperaries
at the mid-century as to the prevailing social conditions.
Richardson in a Rambler paper offers the opinion that, although
the Spectator and Rambler have fostered precepts on vices and
manners, especilally referring to women, he considers the women
more avidly interested in "idle amusements"” and “wicked rackets"
than ever before. Lord Chesterfield in his letter to his son,
(April, 1753) stated that social conditions were so disgusting
that he longed for the days of good Queen Anne. On the other
hand, the influence of the Elue Btockings, that group of women
led by Mrs. Montagu and her associates, had, according to all
reports of these women, begun to spread to other clrcles of
feminine thinkers. Hannah tore is one of our authoritles for
the fact that women generally had begun to devote more time to
indulging in serious conversatlon in preference to engaging in

9
vain pursuits. And the Annual Register 1s witness that the edu-

cation allowed women had spread to the lower middle classes by
175;? 50 we conclude that as the petty vices become more wide-
spread in the process of levelling, even so, the good influences
tended to spread also throughout the vast knglish population,
thus presenting a situation somewhat like conflicting streams

of influence.

Now let us consider what evaluation noted authobities in

9 Hannah More, Works, Vol. I, pp. 14-18
10 Annual Register, 1759, p. 425
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literature and history have put first upon some of those
essayists who carried on the reforming movement in perilodicals;
and second, their evaluation of the results of the reform.

In his affrays on the knglish Humorists, ‘hackeray contrasts
the ability of Addison and Steele to understand women. Addison,

ol

who "“sees only the public life of woman,* can reform her only

11
by laughing at her foibles; whereas Bteele understood woman

so well that he knew how to appeal to her.

His breast seems to warm and his eye to kindle when he
meets with a good and beautiful woman, and it is with his
heart as well as with his hat that he salutes her........All
women especlally are bound to be grateful to Steele, as he
was the first of our writers who really seemed to admire and
respect women. 12
Macaulay valued the reforming work of Addison very highly, He
wrote: So effectually, indeed, did he retort on vice the mock-
ery which had recently been directed agalinst virtue, that since
his time, the open viclation of decency has always been consld-

13

ered amongst us the sure mark of a fool. As to the efforts

of Mrs. Haywood in the Female Spectator, only grudging admit-

tance ig given her by Miss Myra Reynolds, who refers to the
periodical only as a"notable undertaking" the editors of which
only now and then break out of the charmed circle of love and
give a glimpse of women who with their overworked hearts have

14
at least rudimentary minds. So we infer that lMlss Reynolds

11 Yhackeray, English Humorists, Addison pp. 77-79
12 Ibid., Steele. p. 104
13 ‘thomas Babington “acaulay, Essays on Addison and Milton.

Addison.
14 Myra Reynolds, ‘he Learned Lady in kngland, 1650-1760.

New York, 1920. p. 216
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congiders that Mrs. Haywood's most serious efforts lay in
the field of Sentimentalism. She also states that ‘Mrs. Hay-
wood nmullifies her eloquent plea for study by the narrow

15
limits she assigns to their work.' Another modern writer
glves an evaluation of Dr., Johnson:

Without the exquisite talent for throwing ridicule upon
the minute improprieties of life which gave Addison his fame,
he still found in his own time endless texts for commentary
and timely admonition....After the Spectator, the Hambler is
easlily the outstanding single-essay periodical of the century.
Undoubtedly Johnson was the man of highest talents to devote
himself to the arduous labor of such. 16

In yielding tribute to the new influence of woman for the
gradual bettering of social conditions during the eighteenth
century, Sir Walter Bezant paild an indirect tribute to the
periodicals aceording to the premise of this study:

When they (the men) began to spend the evening in their
own homes and in the society of their wives and daughters.....
the old ribaldry disappeared and found shelter in holes and
corners and soclety, from the highest to the lowest, became
distinctly purer in language. I believe, too, under the new
influence of women that it became clearer and purer in reality.
It is true that life also became duller. 17

Perhaps the most concise summary of the soclal conditlons
of that period is given by the historian, Lecky 1n his History
of England 1n the Eighteenth Century, when he says that during
thet century “the institutions and manners were steadlly assum-

ing their modern aspect“. Yet this progress lagged between

15 lyra Reynolds, the Learned Lady in England, 1650-1760

New York, 1920. p. 217 e
16 walter Graham, English Literary Periodlcals. The Rambler

and the Decline of the Single-Essay Periodlcals, DD. 122'121
17 Sir Walter Bezant, London in the rwighteenth Century,

Iondon, 1903. pp. 276-277
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Anne's reign and that of George III because the two inter-

vening relgns saw no effort on the part of the rulers to

improve the prevailing tone. He continues:

The essay writer had made it their great object as much
as possible to popularize and diffuse knowledge and to bring
down every questlion to a level with the capacities of the
idlest reader; and without any gredt change in education, any
display of extraordlnary genius or any real enthusiasm for
knowledge, the clrecle of intellligence was slowly enlarged.
lhe progpess was probably even greater among women than among
men. BSwift, in one of his latest letters, noticed the great
improvement which had taken place during his lifetime in the
educatlon and writing of ladles (lMrs. bDelany's Correspondence,

1, 551 ) and it 1s in thls period that some of our best female
correspondence in Llterature belongs.

'he prevailing coarseness, however, of fashionable 1ife
and sentiment was bul little mitigated. 18

Thus we find in the light of history that although the
periodicals can in no sense be credited with having created g
social revolution in the early eighteenth century, they, never-
theless, deserve Just acclalm for the part they played in the

gradual evolutlon of woman's social positlon which she enjoys

today.

18 William E.H. Lecky, A History of fngland in the Eigh-
teenth Century. London, 1913. p. 153
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