
     The English 1023 Learning 
Outcomes Project: Findings From Five 
Years of Data (2015 -2019):

Student’s ability to cite information: 
Advanced intermediate

2. Student’s ability to locate quality 
information: Advanced

3. Percentage of faculty that 
requested instruction:  42%

4. Number of students in study: 1,818

Five Years of First-Year Composition: A Librarian Reflects

Susan Whitmer, Reference & Instruction Librarian

Introduction Yearly Plus/Delta 

Learning Outcomes: Citation Assessment

  
   Information Literacy

   
  Five Years of First-Year Composition: 
A Librarian Reflects, is an academic 
librarian’s review of  teaching 
information literacy to English 
composition classes. The reflections 
are based on classroom instruction, 
worksheet assessments, and student 
feedback.
     The goal of this study is to share 
pedagogical information with new 
instruction librarians and to create 
connections with first-year faculty.

2015
• Plus: Collaborations with FYC Director 

and Director of Data & Analytics
• Delta: Scheduling challenges due to 

migration to Google Campus
2016

• Plus: Curated information literacy 
classes

• Delta: Evaluating sources
2017

• Plus: “Fake News” as a search term
• Delta: Decline of instruction requests

2018
• Plus: More engaged students as a result 

of new classroom design
• Delta: Plagiarism

2019
• Plus: Media Bias Chart
• Delta: The paperless classroom

TWU Libraries

Student Feedback
     Self Assessment: 

Improved Database Searching Skills*

     Learning how to write and cite is 
fundamental to student success. Teaching 
information literacy to first-year composition 
students is a worthy challenge as they gain 
confidence in their ability to locate, use, and 
evaluate sources. 
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