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CHAPTER I 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

NEED FOR STUDY 

Today's youth lives in a com pl ex innov at in g so ci e ty 

composed of vari ous demands and purposes . Poss ibly the 

greatest emand pl aced upo n the teenager i s soci 1 accept nee 

by the pe r group . Th e degr ee of success en joyed by the 

te ena ge r th rou gh so c i a l acceptance is de t e r mi ne by the tee n­

ager to estab lis h ra ppo rt with pee rs . 

Th e t e enage r's ch i ef concern is acceptance by pee rs; 

nd a co ntinued striving to un erst ~ the adult wo 

Yo ung peo p ~ e question the adult , oriente society ; an do ubt 

the effe ct iv enes s of the adu l t rules and egulat io ns con ­

cernin g th e en\iron me nt. 

A conc i se definition of at it de m st be determ i ned 

befor e an attemp t is made to survey teen gers' be ief s nd 

o~inions. Ac co rdi ng to Yo ng (3 1 ) , an tt it · is an inco m-

plete , su spe nded or inhibited act . person's att i tu e is 

a defini te pha se of behavior . The in ivid al is orn with 

so me beh av ior pat tern s, whateve they may be called or from 

wh atever source t he y may be de i ved , the genes of the 



2 

environment. These go into action under the stimulus of the 

environment and as a result of the necessity of making an 

adjustment to the conditions of survival. Fishbein (14) 

stated that 

... an attitud e has one va lu e in the sens e that 
it acts as a stimulus to produce a noth e r response, 
but it also is a drive in the s e ns e that it s te n­
sion is reduced through subs eq ue t behavior lead­
ing to a reward. 

REVIEW OF LIT ER ATURE 

It is as sumed that the ma nner in which t he individual 

reacts to an y particular situa t ion in which a person finds 

himself de pend s not si ply upon the cha act e r of the thous nds 

of stimuli wh ich are bombard ·n g t he in di vi dua l, bJt lso upon 

the charac te of th e att itudes t that part icul ar i me and 

place. Acco rd ing to Britt (6), these att itu des are l earne . 

Att itudes are dependent in l arge measu r upon s oc i a l condi-

tioning; All port (1) suggeste d the r e may be a he r ed itary 

basis f or att itudes; but Rokeach (24) s ta ted t hat most other 

writers agre e that att itu es a r e l ea rn e . 

Ca mpbe ll (7) noted that a s a c hi l d grows up t hose 

around the ch ild will d ir ect their efforts bot h i n tention lly 

and unint entionally to~a rd the ta s k of s hap in g the i ndivid a l 

to confor m to a particular soci a l mod . At the sa me t i me , 

as stated by Kat z (17), the c il d expen ds pa. t of his e ner gy 
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in smoothing rough edges that do not fit society's model; but 

the child also designs certain portions of the mold that 

when tried on for size, prove particularly chafing to the 

edges of a person's own individuality. At this stage, accord­

ing to Sherif (27), socialization and personality development 

move side by side in a fashion far from perfect, yet reason-

ably effective. 

It is noted that during the child's social growth, the 

child naturally learns about many different substantive areas 

of life, including institutions, events, people, and even the 

states that the child and oth er individuals experience. As 

the child develops attitudes and opinions concerning beliefs 

and environ ment , the social process emerge s. 

Thib ant (30) maintained that ind ivid uals va r y in what 

they prefer, believe, and value. So me of the fun dame ntals 

that deter mine the in d ividuals bel iefs, at titu de s and values 

are family socialization, peer group influence, specific 

events in the child's past, sources of anx iety, bas ic striv­

ings, mechanis ms of defense, aptitudes and s ki lls, ed ucation, 

income, occupation, and the ma ss med ia. 

Allport (1) su gg ested that all a titude s are learned 

through the principles of lear ing. Dewey (10) stated that 

the nature of an attitude is an acqui r ed pred is position to 

ways or modes of response, not t o particular acts except as 
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under special conditions, these exp ress a way of beha ving. 

According to Rokeach (24) an attitude is a r e lativ e ly endur­

ing organizati on of bel iefs around a n obj ect or situation pre­

disposing one t o respond in so me prefer e ntial manne r. An 

attitude is not a basic, irreducibl e e l ement within the per­

sonality, but r e pres ents a clu ste r of synd ro mes of two or 

more interrel ate d elements. 

According to Sh erif (2 8 ), att i t udes are formed in rela­

tion to obj ects , persons, and va lu es wh ich may or may not 

ha ve mot iv ationa l appeal at first . Almost any food may satisfy 

hunge r but a person may develop a specia l li king for a spec ial 

fo od, even fo r a specia l eating pl ace , and even a specia l 

table in that eating place. hen these part i cular li ke s or 

di sli kes are mo re or less fixated , attitude s have been formed 

i n relation to a part icular object . 

Sh erif (28) further st ted that attitudes are not in ­

nate but are formed as a result of the in dividual's contact 

with his environment . Attitude s are learned or conditioned . 

Riley (23) revealed th at research findings po int out 

that a c l1 ild is molded and gui ded by att·~ude- , value s and 

aspirations of the fa mily . Sherif (27) believed the in­

dividual is forced to respect and uphold the valu es of t he 

fa mily, school, ch urch , or other instit u ion in wh ich he is 

a member. The very fact of me1nberhips an participat ion in 
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group activity or ceremony makes certain stand rdi zed valu e s 

or practice s sac r ed , jus t ifiabl e , right, hono r ab l e , or dut i­

ful in the ind ivi dual' s eye s. Conseq uent ly, the att itudes 

of an indivi ual in r e l at ion to such activities or prac tic e s 

beco me affec t ively chan ge d. 

Newco mb ( 20 ) th eorized that t titu es mos t i mpo rt a nt in 

daily life a r e social tt i tu es ; attitu es fo r me in r e lation 

to other in d i vid ua l s , roups, i nsti utions , too l s and tec h­

no lo gy , stan a rdize d values , or nor s . Th ese are attitudes 

t hat really de termine n indi i 1 ' s r eaction to oth r 

people, ot he ~ groups, and that map out for the individua l the 

ma i n bo undar ie s of exper ienc e and t ste . · ost of their soci al 

at t ·j tudes a i~ e t an s m i t ted by short-cut v e b a 1 v a 1 · e j g men -s . 

Words are th mo st co m11 on medi m fo both the fo matio 

t he expres sion of socia l attitudes . ltho gh is kn o\vn 

t hat soci al att i tudes of others are lea ned l ar ely fro m the 

word s they use , most indivi ls do have ma ny uit e pe rs nal 

attitudes no· relate to s ocial values wh ich hey sel o if 

ever express~ I f t e indivi ua l is app oache con cerning 

li kes or dislikes , attitudes w· 1 be expressed . Al' at i­

tu 'e s, ~tthether socia. or non-s oc ial , 1ethe erbalized or 

non Jerb li zod , function e ss entially acco d "ng · a the s me 

psy c hologic 1 pri ncip l es ; ther e ay be i ·ferenc es of conten 

richness, or endura ce . Sherif (28) pointed ut t hat 1-

thou~h the psychology of va lu e is inv olved i n the s cholo gy 
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of attitudes, it s ho ul d be borne i n mind that socia l va lu es 

are essentially th e data of the s oci l sc i ences . Accor in g 

to Cantril (8), soci a l psycho l og i sts become int e rested i n nd 

concerned with soci a l va lu es s i mp l y beca use soci l va lu es a r e 

part, and a n i mpo rta nt pa r t of t he stim li th t surround m n 

a nd, throu gh sti mul at i on , inf l uence the indiv i dua l. 

Erikson (13) be li eved that shou l d a child fee l that if 

the envi r on me nt t ri es t o dep riv e the chi l d too ra ica ll y of 

a ll t he f or ms of expression which perm its th e child to e ­

ve lop a nd i ntegr te the nex t step of eg o i dent ity , the ch i l 

will r esist with the astonis hi ng str ngth encountered in 

a ni ma l s no are su e l y forced to defen the ir liv es . In 

the soci 1 jun gle of human ex is tence there is o eelin of 

be i ng alive witho t a sense of ego identi~y . To unde sta nd 

this would be to un de rst and the t oub le of adolescents e f ec ­

t i ve l y , those desperately seeking for a sat'sfactory s ense 

of belon ging , be i t cli ques or g ngs . 

Riley (23) emphasized t ha~ the paren ts respons i bi lity 

f o r t h e g r o \ t h o f a h a p p y , ',· h o l e s om e p u p o s e f l h o m e l i f e 

ha s been de velop ed at l ength bec_use t he influence of the 

fa mi ly en viron men t molds a child s u e ly and pe manen ly . 

Par ents need to do a etter job of fami y life education 

th e ho me b __ exa mp le and e uca ion l''e is e i n·. e sc hool by 

i ns tru c tion . Ed uc at i on not c nly i a rts facts t s hape s 
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attitudes; builds v a lu ~s and pr ovi des incentives . Ed ucat ion 

for family values must come ea rly t o do som e good , sta r t in g 

in elem e nt a ry scho o l and contin ui ng t hrough co ll ege . 

Rosenber g a nd Hovl and ( 25 ) prepa r ed a diag r am to ind i­

cate that a ttitud e s a r e pr edisposit i ons to r e spond to some 

class of st i muli wi th certain c l ass e s of r esp ons es and des i g­

na te the thr ee ma j or t y pes of r espo nse as cognitive , affe c­

tive, an d be havi or a l. ( Se e Fig ure l .) 

Th e study by Kat z and Br a l y (17) was an ear l y at t em pt 

t o inv est i ga t e the co gni tiv e cont ent of attitudes . A e l l 

kno wn f i nd i ng from th is s t udy was th t preju i ced respondents 

\..J e r e m a r k e d 1 y s i m i 1 a r i n t h e " t r a i t s " t h e y t t r i b u t e d t o 

membe rs of dis l i ke d ethn ic gro ups . f ur ther stu y by Ka tz 

(17) r eported that a t titu de s are characteriz ed through so e 

i nd ex of overt beha vi or . 

As stated by ewcomb (20) i ndividua ls are mo re satis­

f ie d by "c onsist ent" arrange me nts of related responses t an 

by 11 ; nco n s i s t e n t 11 a r a n g me n t s . T e do 1 e s c en t "'i 1 l r e s p o d 

b e ~ ter to d i scipline or r u l e s i f the ru l es a e consistent 

and not c hangin g constantly . Indivi d ali · y is an i mp ortant 

a s pe c t to the adolescent . 

Katz (1 7) in d icat ed th at the fun c tional approach is the 

attempt t o un derstand the r ea s on s peop le hold certa i n 
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attitudes. Both attitudes and habits a r e formed to war d spe­

cific objects, people, and symbols as they satisfy specific 

needs. The closer thes e objects are to actu a l need satisfac­

tion, the greater are t he probabilities of positive att itudes 

formation. Doob (12) stat ed that the 11 Strengt h 11 of an atti­

tude is almost as ambiguous a s th e concept of att i t ud its e lf. 

Rokeach (24) beli eved th at attit udes conc erning va lu es 

are dramatic in th e ir i mpa ct on the individu a l. Once a value 

is internalized it beco mes con sc i ous ly or unconsc i ous ly, a 

standard or cri te rion for gui d i ng action , fo r develop in g and 

maintaining at t i t ude s towa r d releva nt objects and situat i on s, 

for justi f yin g one's own actions . A value , unlike an atti ­

tude, is a st anda rd or yardstick to guid e act ·o ns , ttitudes, 

co mpa risons, eva lu ations , and justifications of s e lf and 

others. 

Rokeach (24) fur the r stated ma y socia l factors can be 

expected to r est rict s harp ly the nu mber of obtained varia ­

tions. Cultur e , soci al system , group an class , sex , occ upa ­

ti on , education, reli g ious l pbri nging , an po litic al orienta ­

tion are ma jor varia bles t !:at are li kely to shape i n more or 

less si milar ay s the value sy s t em s of large nu mbers of peop le. 

Fis hbe in (1 4 ) st ated th at in many cases an in iv i dua l's 

attitude toward a class of people or obj ect s has bee. 
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measured, and this att~tude has been used in a n attem pt to 

predict the individual •s behavior with respect to a particu­

lar member of that class. The subject frequently me asured 

attitude toward 11 Negroes 11 and then attempted to predict be ­

havior with respect to a particular Neg ro individual. If the 

subject were asked to describe a 11 Neg ro 11 the in di vidual wo uld 

give a very different set of responses than if asked to de-

scribe Martin Luther King, Geo r ge Washingt on Carver, or 

Booker T. Washington. Thus an in d ivi dua l ma y try to pred ict 

which group members a particular member will choose as friends 

or as co-workers. Bale•s ( 2 ) research has provided strong 

evidence that the person an i ndividual may iike the best and 

the person an individual most li ke to work with are usua lly 

two different people. 

Deaux (9) revealed in a s tudy of att itu de change the 

exoectation of the · individual and the in divi ual •s expo ure 
I 

to releva nt in formation were varied to deter mine anticipatory 

shif t s in belief than did students who d i d not expect such an 

opportu nity for public defe nse . Free choice of re levant i -

formation prior to a s tate me nt of belief s erved both as a 

mea sure of anticip at ory processes and as a mediat i ng influence 

on attitude change. 

Haaland (15) hypothesized that indivi dua ls wou ld c hange 

their attitudes more if distra c ted du ring t he pre sentation 
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of a persuasive communication, l ess attitude chan ge occurred 

in the distraction conditions. The students involved were 

244 male and female undergraduates. Distracted students were 

also less able to recall argum e nts pr e sented in the persuasive 

communications. The results we re interpreted as s upporting a 

learning theory approach to distraction a nd attitude change. 

Sears (26) determin ed the effects of a rous ed and c hronic 

socia1 anxiety upon 1) opinion change followin g a pe rsuasive 

communication, 2) opinion pre sentat ion, and 3) opinion struc­

ture. The relationship betw een opinion structur e and change 

was also examined. Social anxiety was a rous ed by telling 

s t udents they w o u 1 d i n t era c t w i t h a h i g h 1 y c 1~ i t i c 1 pee r 

c bout an issue the i nd iv i du a l fel t relat i ve l y uninformed . 

Aroused social anxiety i nc r eased opinion change, regardl ess 

of whether it was aro use d by varying the cri t i calne ss of the 

interaction partner or varyi ng antici pati on of intera ction. 

Chronic social anxi e t y wa s not re la ted to opini on cha nge . 

There was some tend en cy for opin i on s to be less differentiateci 

a. n d 1 e s s c e n t r a 1 i z e d u n d e r h i g h a l"' o u s e d s o c i a 1 a n x i e t y . 

Centraliza t ion of opinion wa s po s itively rela ted to opin i on 

change un de r high pre ss ure to chang e , but negative1y related 

to change under lo w pre ssur e . 

Stachowiak a nd ass ( 29 ) foun d that hypno sis is a 

highly effective meth odologic a l to ol for s tudying the 
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organization and modification of beliefs and attitudes. In 

a study to check sex differences in attitude change, 29 sub­

jects composed of 13 men and 16 women were tested under hyp­

nosis. As might be expected, the wom en genera lly changed 

their attitude more as a result of hypnotic suggestion than 

did men. 

In a provocative book, Bloom (5) maintained that much 

of the dev e lopment of individual characteristics takes place 

at a very young age. He reported for example, that by the 

age of two at least one-third of the vari a nce in the intel­

lectual interest, dependency, and aggression of adolescents 

is predictable. One self-r eport instru me nt id e ntified that 

more cha nge appears to take plac e in the firs t t wo years of 

college than at any time during the next 10 to 20 years of 

an individual's life. 

According to Osgood (21) whenever a pers on reads a book 

or newspaper, listens to the beliefs statements of oth ers or 

even ruminates within his o~n store hou se of concepts, the 

person is exposed to asserti 0ns which are li ke ly to be incon­

gruent to some degree with ex isting frame of r eference. 

McCalib (19) su mm arized that a tt i t udes are inconsistent. 

Those that are expressed may differ dras t ically fro m those 

that are genuine, and the distinction pro bably can nev e r be 

wholly clarified. 
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STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

This study was undertaken to investigate the attitudes 

of sophomore and senior students from a selected high school 

to determine the differences, if any, in attitudes. The 

specific purposes for the study include the following: 

1) Investigate teenagers' attitudes toward se­
lected current social issues; 

2) Compare teenagers' attitudes at the different 
grade levels; 

3) Analyze difference in attitudes between males 
and females; 

4) Compare attitudes related to different ethnic 
groups; and 

5) Explore the relationship of parents' formal 
education to current soc i a l attitudes of 
teenagers. 



CHAPTER II 

P R 0 C E D U R E 

The present study was concerned pri marily with current 

social attitudes of senior hi gh school boys and girls toward 

1) boys with long hair, 2) s mokin g ma rijuana, 3) social 

drinking, 4) United States participation in Vietna m, 5) 

student disorders, and 6) belief in God. 

The place and setting of the study was the Gainesville 

High School of the Gainesville Independent School District 

of Gainesville, Texas. The Gain esville Hi gh School is 

housed in a modern plant consistin g of grades 9 through 12 

with an enroll ment of l ,041 students, of that fi gure 47 are 

black students. 

Gainesville has a population of 13,565 which has re­

mained almost constant for the past 10 ye ars (11). The 

residents of this s mall city are conse rva ti ve in action and 

in their attitudes to wa rd conte nporary issues. 

Prior to underta ki ng the s t ud y , the i nv esti gat or con­

ferred with the high sc hool pri nci pal a nd explai ned t he sur­

vey forms and the purpose of the study. Pla ns were made 

14 
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late in the spring of 1970 for administering the survey forms 

to the classes to participate in the study. 

SA~PLE 

Permission was granted by the principal of the high 

school to administer the instruments in the English classes. 

Each sophomore and senior English teacher was contacted by 

the investigator for cooperation. The instru me nts were dis­

tributed to all sopho more and senior English teachers. The 

teachers were instructed conc e rnin g ad min isterin g the in­

struments at the ti me of distribution. The ins tru ments we re 

administered the following day t o all sopho mor e and s e nior 

Engligh classes by the English teacher in ch ar ge . The in­

struments were ad ministered only to the students present tha t 

day and no effort was made to administ er instru ment s to ab­

sentees. The instru ments were collect ed at the end of the 

day by the investigator. _ 

Data for this study were secur ed fro m 162 senior 

s t udents consistin g of 81 boy s and 81 gir ls, a nd 190 s opho ­

more s t udents of wh ich 111 were boys and 79 were girls. 

Data were collected durin g the lat te r par t of t e seco nd 

se mester of 1969-1970. 



16 

I N S T R U t~ E N T 

A two part instru ment was used to collect data for the 

study. Part I was the ~~student Informat ion Sheet 11 and Part 

I I was the •• Current Soc i a 1 Issues •• check sheets . 

In order to secure information concerning student back­

ground, Part I of the instru me nt was concerned pri marily 

with information about the student. This part of the ques ­

tionnaire was developed by the inv est i gator. The purpose of 

this instru me nt was to collect informa tion in the following 

areas: 1) per sonal information; 2) whom they received the 

most information concernin g t oday ' s issu es ; 3) ethn ic group; 

and 4) parents' education. 

Part II of the instru ment i ncluded an i nstruct io n sheet 

and six topics on current social i ss ues sca l ed fr om 1 to 7 

with Nu mber 4 bein g ne utral for each question . The students 

were asked to circle the nu ber that best expressed their 

attitude concernin g each questi on on the pa r ticu 1a r issue. 

DATA A I LYSIS 

A co mp arison of teena ger's att i tude s to ~ rd selected 

current social issu es at so ph omore and senior l e vel; differ-

ence in attitudes bet ween male and fe ma le s tudent s; an d co m­

oared attitudes relat ed to di ff ere nce beti een the white and 
I 

balck students was ,, ade. A one - 1ay analysis of ariance •las 

0 

< 
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applied to determine the possible significance of differ­

ences. For the purpose of this study the .05 level was 

considered significant in evaluating the attitudes. To ex­

plore the relationship of parents' formal education to cur-

rent social attitudes of teenagers, a correlation was made. 

A copy of the two instruments follow. 

) 

0 
j 

< 

.. 
I 
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S T U D E N T I N F 0 R A T I 0 N S H E E T 
--------------~~~ 

PART I 

Directions: Please answer t he fo ll owing quest ions as ac cu­
rately as possible. It is i mportant that you answe r eve ry 
question. All answers will be co mp l ete l y con fide ntial. 

1. Sex: 

( ) Male 
( ) Fe male 

2. Ethnic group: 

() \~hite 
( ) Negro 
( ) Latin 

5. Reli gious prefe re nc e: 

( Ca tholic 
( Prot estan t 
( J~ w ish 
( Oth er 
( None 

2. Grade l eve l: 

4. 

Fresh a 
Sopho1 o re 
Jun ior 
Sen ior 

ge : ____ _ 

6. My attitudes toward t oda y 's i ssues are most influe ced 
by: 

( ) r·1 other 
() Father 

7. Father's edu cation: 

Grc.de schoo l 
High school 
So me colle ge 
Colle ge graduate 

8. Mother's education: 

( Gr ade school 
( High sc hoo l 
( S o ,n e c o l 1 e g e 
( Colle ge graduate 

Brothers and sisters 
Fr iends 



1 9 

PART II 

Directions: ~ rio us curr e nt soci a l i ss ues r e l ist e on t he 
following pag e s . Pl ea se c i rcle the nu mber t hat i s nea res t 
to the way y o fe el. 

For examp 1 ~ : 

Law a nd Ord er 

Unsuccessful 2 3 4 5 6 7 Succ es sf ul 

- extr eme l y unsucce s s fu l 

2 - mode r at el y unsuccessf u l 

3 - s l i ght ly unsucc essf ul 

4 - neutra l fee li ng 

5 - sli ght ly succ essf ul 

6 moderate l y succ e ssf u l 

7 ex t r em e l y success ful 

Th e nu mber you c ircl e i ndi ca t e s your fee l in gs . Pl ea s e 

RATE EVERY WO R on each se c ti on . There i s no ti me li mit to 

do thes e r at in s , but i t is be tt e to or ra pi ly a nd t o 

pu t do wn you r f ir s t i mp es s i on . 

Thank y ou f or y ou r c ope r at i on . 

J 
j 



Unsuccessful 

Extremely 
Moderately 
Slightly 

l 
2 
3 

Neutral 4 
5 
6 
7 

20 

Successful 

Slightly 
Modera tely 
Extremely 

1. Do you thi nk there is anything wrong with boys having 
long hair? 

Wrong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right 

2. Do you th ilfll k that long hair ~~Jill be harmful to a boy 
securing a job? 

Harmful 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial 

3. Does long hair on boys sho w a character type? 

Weak 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong 

4. Does long hair express a negative attitude toward to-
day's soc ia l trends? 

Negative 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive 

5. Can one determine the _ intelligence of a boy by the len gth 

of his hair? 

Unintel- Intel li-

ligent 2 3 4 5 6 7 gent 

6. In general, do you think long hair serves a use f ul pur-

pose? 

Useless 2 3 4 5 6 7 Useful 

) 
J 

? 



Unsuccessful 

Extremely 
Moderately 
Slightly 

1 
2 
3 

Neut r a l 4 

SOCIAL DRINKING 

5 
6 
7 

21 

Successf ul 

Slightly 
Mode r ate l y 
Extremely 

1. Do you thin k dri nking of alcoholic beverages only when 
you are wit h the crowd is right? 

~J r on g 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right 

2. Would drin ki ng j ust on occasions be harmful to t he body? 

Har mf ul 2 3 4 5 6 7 Benef icia l 

3. Do es jo i ning the cro wd fo r a drink when you rea lly do 
no t appr ove show a weak per son? 

We ak 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong 

4. If you did not join the cro wd for a drink , 1ould thi s 
sh ow a negative attitude? 

Ne gat iv e 2 3 4 5 6 7 Pos itive 

5 . Sin ce drin k , do you feel that ... cou l d affe ct so ma ny l \. 

the t hinking power of the person? 

Uninte l - Inte lli-
l igent 2 3 4 5 6 7 gent 

6 . Do y ou fee 1 t ha t on ce ·tai n occasions , social drinkin g 
would be useful ? 

Usele ss 2 3 4 5 6 7 seful 



Uns~~cessful 

Extremely 
Moderately 
Slightly 

1 
2 
3 

Neutral 4 

USING MAR IJUANA 

5 
6 
7 

22 

Successful 

Slightly 
Modera tely 
Extremely 

1. Do you feel that marijuana should be le galized? 

\~ron g 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right 

2. Do you think that the use of marlJUana will be harmful 
to your body in future years? 

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial 

3. If you refuse to smoke marijuana, would you be looked 
down upon as a person? 

v!ea k 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong 

4. !:1 your opinion, te e nagers that smoke mari j uans show a 
rebellious attitude toward society? 

Negative 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive 

5. Do you feel that the use of ma rijuana w i 11 affect yo!l r 
thinking power? 

Little 2 3 4 5 6 7 Much 

6. Since so many teen ager s are exper i me nting wit h arijuana, 

do you feel that they are finding i t 

Useless 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Us eful 



Unsuccessful 

Extremely 
Moderately 
Slightly 

1 
2 
3 

Neutral 4 
5 
6 
7 

UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION IN VIETNAM 

, Do you feel that the un ·ited States should have 
I • 

cipate in the Vietnam War? 

~Jr o ng 2 3 4 5 6 7 

2. How do you feel about the Unit ed States being 

Harmful 2 3 4 5 6 7 

23 

Successful 

Slightly 
Modera tely 
Extremely 

to parti-

Right 

i n Vietnam? 

Benef icial 

3. Do you think that our partici pat ion in the Vietnam War 
will make the United States a better country? 

Heak 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong 

4. What is your attitud e conc erning the United States and 
its involvement in the Vietna m War? 

Negative 2 3 4 5 6 7 Posit ive 

5. Do you feel that it is very goo d thinking on the pa rt 
of our leaders to have partici pated in t he Vietnam Wa r 
for our country? 

Bad l 2 3 4 5 6 7 Good 

6. In your opinion, do you feel that our participa t ion in 
Vietnam ha s served a justifi ed purpose? 

Useless 2 3 4 5 6 7 Use ful 



Unsuccessful 

Extremely 
Moderately 
Slightly 

1 
2 
3 

Neutral 4 

STUDENT DISORDERS 

5 
6 
7 

24 

Successf ul 

Slightly 
ode te ly 

Extreme ly 

l. Do you feel that student disorders in our colleges nd 
other places hav e bee n justifie ? 

Wrong 2 3 4 5 6 7 Ri ght 

2. After your obs er vati on of student disord ers do you fee l 
that the stud en ts ha ve benefite ? 

Harmful 2 3 4 5 6 7 Be nef icial 

3. Do you feel that participating in stu den t d isord ers wi ll 
sho w charact er of a stud e nt? 

Weak 2 3 4 5 6 7 St ong 

4. A st uden t that partici pa t e s in studen disorders \ou l 
show negative or posi t ive atti tude s? 

Negative 2 3 4 5 6 7 ositive 

5. De yo fee l that organized student disorders s ho~ in ­
telli ge nt thin king? 

Unint e l­
li gent 2 3 4 5 6 7 

nte lli ­
en t 

6 . Do vou fee l that stu dents ha ve ga ined anything goo f o 
student disorders t hat could not have been so ed th o gh 
so me ot her method? 

Useless 2 3 4 5 6 7 Usef ul 



Unsuccessful 

Extremely 
Moderately 
Slightly 

1 
2 
3 

Neutra l 4 

BELIE F IN GOD 

1. Is it your belief that ther e is God ? 

Wrong 2 3 4 5 6 

5 
6 
7 

7 

25 

Success ful 

Sl i ht ly 
ode rately 

Ext r eme ly 

Right 

2. Do you fe e that your belief in God wo ul be he lpful t o 
you in all aspects of lif e ? 

Harmful l 2 3 4 

3. Do you fe e l that belief in Go 
person? 

t~ ea k 2 3 4 

5 6 7 Be nef ici 

ill m e you b t ter 

5 6 7 Stro ng 

4. Would you r outlook on lif e nd yo ur re ctions to othe r 
peop l e•s wi shes be ore tol er nt if you h belief in 
God? 

Negative 2 3 4 5 6 7 Po sitive 

5. Do you co ns ider a bel ief in God to be a part of you r 
total pr epa ration fo r success? 

Negative 1 . 2 3 4 5 6 7 Pos itiv e 

6. Do you fe e l y ou woul d have a better c ance in i n ing a 
job or succ e ss in a profession if yo had a belief in 
God? 

Useless 2 3 4 5 6 7 seful 



CHAPTER III 

P R E S E N T A T I 0 N A N 0 A A L Y S I S ~~~~~~~~ 

0 F 0 A T A 

The investi gation was desi gn d for t he pur pose of ob­

serving today 's attit ud es of teen age rs to w rd curr e t socia l 

issues : boys with lon g h ir, soci a l dri kin g smok in 

marijuana, United States partici pa tion in i et nam , st u ent 

disorders, and be li ef in God . An effort was made t o de ter ­

mine the relationship between ma l es a nd fema l es an d m t urity 

in attitudes. A relationship was stu di ed bet~een pa en t ' s 

for mal education and attitudes of tee nage rs . 

The sa mple con sis t ed of 352 st udents , 160 gi r l s an d 

192 boys, who were enrolled in t he secon d se meste r Eng lish 

II and En glish IV cl asses at Ga i nesvi lle Hi gh Schoo l Ga ines-

vil !e, Texas. 

SHEET (E__JU_ l ) 

Th e f i rst i nstru ment , Part I , a 11 St dent nfo rm t ion 

Sheet, 11 was designed to obtai n persona l an fa mi ly ac g ou 

infor mat ion. Part I rev ealed a ll p r ic i pants · ere so omo. e 

or senior _tudents. The r e were 14 i nc ompl e te sophc mo e 

26 
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questionnaires and 13 inco mp l ete s enio r quest i onna ire s that 

were discarded le avin g a tota l of 35 2 comp l eted sur vey forms 

suitable for analysis. 

The personal and fa mily back gr ound in formation showe d 

that the distribution of ma l es and fema l s was s i mil a r wit h 

54.5 per cent ma les and 45. 5 per cent fema l es . The p rtic i­

pants were of the black and wh ite ethn ic grou ps . The r e was 

a much lar ge r perce nta ge of hite than bl ack . The r e Jere 

336 or 95.4 per cen t white participants hi l e the r e re 16 

or 4.6 pe r cent of bl a c k pa rti cipants . Tab l e I show th at 

there was the sa me nu mbe r of black students in the sopho more 

and seni or cla ss wh ich was eight or 2 . 3 per cent of the tot 

n u m e r ; n e ~ c h c 1 a s s . T h e r e ~·J e r e m o r e \ h i t e m a 1 e s i n b o t h 

the sopho more, 106 or 29 . 9 per ce nt and senior , 78 or 22 . 0 

per cent, than fe ma l es . The white fe ma l es nu mbere 76 or 

21.5 per cent for the so pho more class while the se ior c l ass 

nu mbered 78 or 22 .0 per cent of the total nu mbe of p ti ci -

pant s. 

The distrib ution of st~dy parti ci pants according to a e , 

ethni c gr oup, and grade l e\e l s ho\ ed 57 sopho mores , 15 yea s 

01 d ' incl ud in g 56 hi t e or 1 5 . 9 per cent an one b ac st dent 

0 .3 per cent . The l ar gest numb er 1 1 5 ' 32 . 6 per ce nt hi te 

students, thre e, or 0.9 per cent black students ere th e 

16 year old age grou p . The 1 7 year o l group sho ed a d is-

t ribu tion of 11 wh i te so phom ores , 3 . 1 per cent , an' fo r 



TAB LE I 

DISTR IBUTION OF STUDENTS AS TO GRA DE LEVEL, 

ETH NIC GROUP AND SEX 

Se x 

28 

1 :rade Lev el 

thnic Group t~ a 1 e Fe ma le 

!sophomore 

Nufi! ber Per cent I Numbe r Pe r cen t 

Wh ite 106 30 . 0 76 21 . 7 

I Black 5 1 . 4 3 I 0 .9 
I 

I Senior 

vJ hi te 78 22 . 2 76 21 . 5 

I Black 3 0 . 9 5 1 . 4 

l 
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black students, 1.1 per cent. In the sen ior gro up, age 17, 

there were 68 white st ud en ts, 19.3 per cent ; two black 

students, 0.6 per cent . The l argest nu mber of wh ite senio r 

students, 84, 23.8 per cent were 18 ye rs of a ge and f iv e 

black students, 1.4 per cent. The age gro up of 19 ye rs, a 

total of thr ee, 0.9 per cent, includ ed to whit es , and one 

black student. Su mmary findin gs as to the distribution of 

sophomore and senior students according to a ge 

and ethnic grou ps are shown in Table II . 

rade l evel, 

The distribution of study participants ccording to 

religion, grade l evel, and ethnic group indicat ed that 83 .5 

pe r cent were Protestants and 13 . 6 per cent Catholics . The re 

were no bl J ck sophomore or senior Catholic students . T nty ­

eig ht white so phomores, 8 . 0 per cent, expressed a Cathol ic 

preference and 20 senior hite students, 5 . 6 per cent . 

Pr ot est ants were the lar gest nu mber , 1 9 sopho mores , 2 . 2 

per cent, and 131 white seniors , 37 .1 per cent. tot 1 of 

2.9 per cent did not express a reli giou s pref erenc e, T le 

I I I . 

Figure 2 reveals the nu mber o teenagers and :h ei 

mothers' and fathers' level of education . The la ge st m-

ber of parents , 196 or 55 . 6 per cen t mothers and 169 o 5 . 1 

per ce nt fat hers had a hi h school e ucation . Sixty - fi e 

father s or 18. 4 per cent and 50 or 
. 2 per cent moth ers had 



TABLE II 

DIS TRIBU TIO N OF STUDENT S AS TO GRA DE LE VEL, 

ETHNI C GROUP , AND AG E 

Age in Years 
Grade Level 1 

15 16 1 7 18 19 1 

E t h n i c G r o u p N u m - P e r I~ u m - l P e r N u m - P e r N u m - P e r N u m - P e r i 

r: 
ber cent be r ce nt ber ce nt ber cent ber cent I 

ho more 

White 56 15 . 9 115 32 . 6 11 3 . 1 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 

Black 1 0.3 3 0 . 9 4 l . 1 0 0.0 0 0 . 0 

Senior 

vJhi t e o o.o o o.o I 68 19 . 3 84 23 . 8 2 0 . 6 

Black 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 6 5 1 . 4 1 0 . 

w 
0 



Grade Level 

Et hnic Grou p 

Sopho more 

Wh ite 

Bl ack 

Senior 

I ~Jh ite 

Black 

TABLE III 

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS AS TO RELIGI ON, 

GRA DE LEVEL, AND ETHNIC GROUP 

I Religion 

L Catholic Protestant 
I Nu mber Per cent Nu mber Per cent 

28 8 , 0 1 49 42 . 2 

0 0 . 0 7 2 . 1 

20 5 . 6 1 31 37 . 1 

0 0 . 0 7 2 . 1 

I 

None 
Number Per cent 

5 1 . 4 

1 0 . 3 

3 0 . 9 

l 0 . 3 

w 
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a college degree. More f athers, 41 or 14. 5 pe r ce nt , t han 

mothers, 23 or 6.5 per cent , had only a gr ade schoo l e uc -

tion. 

Data indicated th a t today•s teenagers rece iv ed their 

attitudes on social is su e s fro m t he pee r ro up Fi gu e 3 . 

Both males, 95 or 26.9 per cent , an d fern l es , 69 or 1 . 6 pe r 

cent, were influ enced by friends most often ; the mothe r w s 

the next most influenti a l with 49 or 13 . 9 per cent m l es nd 

53 or 14.7 per c ent fe males . A st udy by Bischof (3) i t h 

440 students in 16 American coll eges indicated hat l most 

as mu ch deviat ion fro m as con f orm nee to parenta l be li e f s 

existed. Keniston (1 8 ) noted that the mothe r had a gre te r 

influence .on t he so n th a n did the fathe . The gro p that 

influenced the teen agers least was the brother and sist 

gr oup; only nine, 2.5 per cen t , males and eight 2 . 2 per 

cent, fe males express ed influ en ce fro m the b othe and s i ster 

gr oup. 

SOC IA L ISS UE ATT I TUDE SUR EY (~ __ I ) 

Indi~dua~ Attitudes 

Findings fro m Part II "S ocia l ,ssue Att · t deS ey" 

reve~led the differences in a ttitudes bet ~e e Protestants a d 

Catholics toward selec t e d cu r r ent social issues . ·h en th e 

one- way analysis of valia nce ·1as app l ied us i ng the . 05 eve l 

L --------------------------------------
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th er e was no st atistically s i gnifi can t difference in th 

atti t ude s between Pr o testants and C tho li cs on four of the 

soci a l is sue s : l) smokin g ma ri juana 2) st ude t di so rders 

::J) United St ates partici pat ion in Vietnam, and 4) o li in 

G o d , T a b 1 e I V . T h e s o c i a 1 i s s u e , s t u d e n t d i s o r e r s s h o \· d 

a t e n d e n c y t o vJ a r d b e i n g s i g n i f i c a n t a t t h . 0 5 1 c v c 1 \•/ i t h 

the Ca t hol ic s t endin g to be mo r e favo a l c opi io towa d 

"beli ef in God" th a n the P otes tants . The ul l hy oth sis 

was reject ed a t the . 05 l ev . 1 , in d icati g a statistica ll y 

si gn ificant d iffere nce between attitudes of Protestants an 

Catholic s on socia l i ss ues : boy s with l o g ha ir and soc i 

drin kin g . Th e Ca tho l i cs were si gn ific ant ly {p< . 05) mo re 

favor a ble th an Protest ants on atti tudes to a r d soc i rin -

ing and boy s wi t h l on g ha i r . Har tnett (16) found ~hat the 

similarity in res ponses of Catholics and Protestan s ere 

too slight to be re ga r ded as si gnificant . 

Figure 4 sho ws how Protes ta ts a d Catho lics differ i 

their expression of atti tude s t o ard curren socia issues . 

Catholics show a sli ghtl y hi gher ean o al l iss es excep 

the 11 United states partici pat i on in i etna m" ·he e t he 

Protestants were 0.2 per cent hi gh e r i n mean tha he Ca o-

1 i c s. 

No significant difference va s fou nd e t e e l e a 

female attitudes on the follo wi ng s oci a l is su es : 1 ) boys 



TABLE I V 

ATTITUDE DI FFE RENCE OF 352 PA RTI CI PANT S BET WEEN PROTE STAN TS 

AND CATHOL I CS ON SOCI AL I SS UES 

Soc ia l Iss ue Catholi cs Protestants F-
N Mean S . D. N J ~1 e an \ S . D. value 

I I l-
Boys wi th l on g hair 48 25 . 2 6 . 82 ! 294 j 21 . 9 7 . 31 i 8 . 1 51 i I 

I I : I I 

Soc i al dr inkin q 48 24 . 3 7 . 18 2 9 4 I 1 9 . 3_ \ 8 . 85 i 13 . 364 1 

294 1 10 . 8 I 
I 

Smokin g ma ri j uana 48 10 . 8 8 . 80 s. 46 I 0 . 002 

Uni ted States pa r ti c ipa -
294 1 27 . 8 i 10 . 03 1 t io n in Vi etn am 48 2~~ 10 . 13 0 . 539 

St ud e nt di so r de r s 48 18 . 7 10 . 04 '294 15 . 7 9 . 83 3 . 825 

Be l ief in Go d 48 40 . 4 I 3 . 39 294 40 . 4 4 . 1 0 0 . 006 

Table F ( . 05) = 3 . 89 df = 1/3 

Pro;] 
bility ! 

<. 01 

<. 001 

n. s. 

n . s . 

n . s . 

n . s . 

w 
0"'1 
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Fi gure 4 
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Between Protesta nts and Cat olics on 

Soci al Issu es 
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with long hair, 2) socia l drinkin g , 3) smoking m r i ju n ' 

4) United States pa r tic i pation in Vietnam , nd 5) st ud en 

disorders, Table V. Two so c ia l i ss ues drin ing an d Uni t ed 

States participatio n i n Viet nam, app r oached signif i can e t 

the .05 level with t he boys showin g a mo r e favorab l e n -

ency than girls. In a study by Pru sak (22) on he at i t ud e 

of students toward us e of a l coho l, i t was foun tha the re 

was a significant dif fe r ence between the ma l an f m l e 

students. The fe ma le students i ndicated a les s pun i ti e t ­

titude. Blane (4) found boys to ho l d s i gn i ficant l y mor e 

favorable attitudes t owa r d th e use of a l coho l h n gi ls . 

The null hyp ot hes i s wa s rejected on the social i ss e 

11 belief in God 11 at t he . 00 5 l e ·el· thus "here ·us a statis -

tically si gni f ic ant diff e r en c e i n attitu e bet een hem le 

and fe male to war d bel ief in God . Girls ~ere significantly 

more favo r able t a n boys on att i tudes to a e i f in o . 

T a b l e V I r e v e a 1 e d t h a t t h e r e vJ a s n o s i g n i f i c a n t d · f f e l' e n c e 

(p>.05) bet wee n att i tudes of so phomore an senior s uden s 

toward current s ocial i ssue s. 

1 · 11· e on a tit.ude The one- way ana ys1s v as app 
'f fe ence 

between black an d whi te st ud e nt s on cur r ent social iss es fo 

statistical anal y sis. The r esu lts pointed out hat he e 1a s 

· f · ( p> 05) betwee ~hi e an ack 
no statistical si gn1 1c ance · 

students in atti t ude s to wa rd two of the socia 
ssues boys 



TABLE V 

ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTI CIPANT S BETW EEN SEX 

FOR EACH SOCIAL I SS UE 

-

Social Issue l~ a 1 e Fe male 

N I t\1 e a n S . D. N Mean S.D. 

Boys wi t h 1o nq ha ir 1 9 2 22 . 2 7 0 3 2 160 22 .9 7.33 

Social dri nkin q 1 9 2 20 . 8 9 . 23 1 60 19 . 0 8 . 38 

Smok i ng ma ri juana 1 9 2 1 1 0 5 9 0 18 160 1 0 0 2 7. 80 

United States participa - I 
t i on in Vi etnam 1 9 2 28 . 3 1 0 . 57 160 26 . 2 9 . 64 

I 
Student disorders 192 1 5 . 9 10 . 22 1 60 16 . 7 9 .7 1 -

Belief i n God 192 39 . 5 
~~-- ~~-~-1------------

5 . 1 8 160 41 . 0 2 . 67 

Table F ( . 05) = 3 . 8 J, = 1/350 

F-
value 

0.66 

3 . 81 

1 0 9 6 

3 . 50 

0 . 44 

10 .7 5 

Proba -
b; 1 i ty 

n . s. 

n . s . 

n . s. 

n . s . 

n . s . 

<. 00 5 

w 
~ 



TABLE VI 

ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTICIPANTS BETWEEN GRADE 

LEVELS FOR EACH SO CIA L ISSUE 

) c i a l Issue Sopho more Senior F-
N r·~ ea n S . D. N ~1 2 an S . D. value c 

Boys with l on~ ha i r 190 22 . 3 6 . 81 162 22 . 8 7. 89 . 44 

Soci a l drinking 190 20 . 3 8 . 47 162 19 . 6 9 . 36 . 62 
I 

Smoking marijuana 190 l 0 . 7 8 . 23 162 1 l . 2 9 . 02 . 35 

United States pa rticipa - l 

190 1 tio n in Vietnam 2 7 . 7 9 . 76 162 26 . 9 10 . 69 .6 4 

Student disorders 190 l 6 . 1 9 . 78 162 1 16 . 4 110.25 . 07 

Be lie f in Go d 190 40 . 0 4 . 27 1 6 2 40 . 4 4 . 31 . 53 
'----- -

Tab le F ( . 05) ~ 3 . 89 , df = l/350 

Proba -
b i l i ty 

n. s . 

n . s . 

n . s . 

n . s . 

n . s. 

n . s . 

~ 
0 
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with long hair and belief in God, a l tho ugh the difference in 

opinions about boy s with lon g hair approached sign ific a nce 

at the .05 level, with the bl ack students givin g mo r e 

favorable opinion. The nul l hypo thesis was rejected t he 

.05 level, indicatin g a statistic a ll y significan di f r nee 

in attitude between black and white students on fou 0 the 

social issues: 1) soc ial drinkin g 2) smoking mar iju n 3 ) 

United States participat ion in Vietnam an st u ent d i s -

orders. The black stude nts were si gnifican t ly ore f vorab l e 

in their opinion s than the white students to~ rd soci 

drinking, s moki ng mariju ana , and student disorders . The 1h · te 

students we re signific antly more favorab l e in att . des 

toward United St a tes participatio n in ietn am than the bl ac 

students, Table VII. 

Differences in to ta l at tit udes between sex grade 

levels, and ethnic groups were grouped for 352 participants . 

Table VIII indicated no s t atistic al significant diffe ence 

in attitudes to wa rd curr ent soci a l issues bet~een the to a l 

g r o u p 
0 

f m a 1 e 
5 

a n d f e r:1 a 1 e s , o r b e t \ e e n s o p h om o r e s a n d s e n i o r s . 

In contrast, there was a statis ic ally si gnificant iffe e c 

in attitudes on current social iss ues bet1een black a ·hite 

students. The black st udents \ ere significa nt ly (p < . 5) mo e 

favorable than vJ h i t e st uder. ts i n overa l l attitudes cl in g, 

boys \'I i t h lo ng hair, soci al dri nking s mok in g rna r i j a a , 

Unite d St ates parti ci pation i n ietna m, st dent diso e s 



TABLE VII 

ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTICIPANTS BETWEEN ETHNIC 

GROUPS FOR EACH SOCIAL ISSUE 

Social Issue Wh i te Black F-
N l"1ean s . D. I N 

---.J..-
r ~ ea n S . D. value 

-

Boys with lon g ha i r 336 22 . 3 \ 7 . 29 1 6 25 . 8 7 . 43 3 . 44 

Soci a l dr ink in g 33 6 19 . 3 8 . 82 1 6 24 . 4 9 . 42 4 . 1 3 
---' 

Smoking ma rijuana 336 10 . 6 8 . 1 0 l 6 1 7 . 7 14 . 32 10 . 63 
I 

I 

Un i ted States parti ci pa -
tio n i n Vietna m 336 27 . 7 9 . 92 l 6 20 . 7 13 . 47 7 . l 8 

Student disorders 336 16 . 0 9 . 83 1 6 21 . 2 1 2 . 01 4. ll 
:--· 

Be li ef in God 336 40 . 2 I 4 . 19 1 6 39 . 3 5 . 98 . 69 

Tab l e F ( . 05 ) = 3. 8J, = 1/350 

~ Proba-
b i 1 i ty 

n . s . 
I 

<. 05 

<. 01 

<. 01 

<. 05 

n . s . 

~ 
N 
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TABLE VIII 

DIFFERE NC ES IN TOTAL ATTITUD ES BETWEE SEX , GR DE 

LEVE LS AND ETHNIC GROUPS AS NDICATED BY 

352 PARTICIPANTS 

....----
Standard P ob -

Attitude Nu mber Mean Deviation F-v a 1u e b i 1 i ty 

Sex 

r·~ a 1 e 19 2 1 38. 5 24 . 80 

. 7 09 n . s . 

Fe male 160 1 3 2 . 2 23.00 

Tabl e F ( . 0 5 ) = 3 . 89, df = 1/350 
-

Gr ad e lev el 

So pho more 190 1 37 . 4 22 . 74 

. 0006 . s . 

Senior 1 6 2 1 3 7 . 5 25 . 43 

Tablt05) 
= 3 . 89 , df = 1/350 

I Eth nic grou p 

I 
\~ hit e 336 I 1 3 6 . 9 I 22 . 83 

I . 1600 < . CS 

~k 1 6 1 149.4 39 . 92 

Table c ( . 05) - 3 . 89 , df = 1/ 350 
I 

' 



and belief in Go~. The vvhi.te stu'l.nt..:~ vJC}'f! s ~ i , n .~. · -<. 1 t 1 y 

mo ·e favora ble th::1n bl k t , · - 8C S Uc c .. n"' 011 01 r. I tt t ( 

United St tes particiJ1>utio 1 r· t 11 lC ·n m. 

Parent ' Education 

Hhen the an .1vs s of ,!"lr.··,_,._, 1'. ,., <• , n 1 · t ~' _ . ': r •' t l 1 0 ( :() l~ r I ''·-

tionship of mother ' or fo the s 1 ucnt·on to ·tt. tud of 

t eenagers t oward curr ~nt socinl issuer , 

Tables IX and X, the null y )Oth,~oi.~ coulc 11 

at the . 05 l evel f or ny oft e connn i o1s · t1 r fo 

t here was no statistic a lly ignlf cpnt 

studen t s ' atti tude toward curr nt o i 1 ls 

of the i r p re n t R r fo-r !:1 l Po 11 ~ t 0 

t 

~1 t . I 

The analy is from the rando J. sam 1 ) 0 .· t At t 

vms no sign ifican t difference in tot 1 ntti t L ~ o toda ' s 

t eenagers to' ard c urrent soci a l i sues b t,· en 00 

ma l es a nd f e males but t here was a sictifi ant nc i 

attitude toward be l ief in God . The e as o si t 

difference in a ttit udes to ard current social 

t he sophomore and senior students . T ere 
d f e en s 

in attitudes to 1a rd v a rious soci a l issues et ·ee t .. e l a K 

and white students . The data t alen fro 
. e r a do 

indicated t ha t p a ren ts ' f orma l educations e 

significan t effe ct on s ome of t he att t udes o 

of toda y. 

d to h 

een 

a l 



TA BLE I X 

CO MPARISO NS OF ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS WH O WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS 

AC COR DI NG TO ~ O TH E R S' FOR MAL EDUCATION AND BACKGROUND 

~l I ss ue \ Gr ade I Hi gh So me Colle ge F-
Sc ho ol Sc ho ol Colle ge Gr aduate value 

N 23 1 9 6 
-

83 50 
\ Boy s with lo ng hair x 24.26 22 . 09 23. 38 22 . 22 l . 0 6 

-so 7 . 94 7 . 46 6 . 52 7 . 56 r-- N 23 l 9 6 83 50 
Soc ia l dr i nki ng X 22 . 04 1 9 . 7 7 20 . 73 18.92 . 87 

SO l 11 . 08 8 . 84 8.26 8 . 79 
-

N I 23 l 9 c 83 50 
Smoking ma r i juana X I 9 . 08 l 0 . 1 7 12 . 74 12 . 04 2 . 38 

r-·so 7 . 52 8 . l 4 9 . 47 8 . 75 
t--· 

N 23 196 83 50 United States part i-
I c i p a t i o n i n V i e t n am ~D 27 . 04 27 . 32 27 . 19 28. l 2 . 1 0 
I I 9 . 57 9 . 79 11 . 2 0 10 . 35 

N 23 l 9 6 83 50 
Student d i sorders X 20 . 17 l 5 . 6 7 17 . 53 14 . 98 2. 1 2 

~in Go~ 
so 11 . 3 7 8.91 11 . 3 3 10 . 35 
N 23 196 83 50 
X 40 . 50 40 . 55 I 39 . 95 39 . 52 . 94 
so 4 . 7 0 3 . 86 4 . 35 5 . 36 

~ - - -

Table F ( . 05) = 3 . 8 5, df = 3/348 

Pro ba-
b i l ; ty 

n . s . 1 

I 

1 
n . s . I 

n . s . 

n. s . 

n . s. 

n . s . 
----·- -~·---- --

~ 

U"l 



TABLE X 

CO MPARI SON S OF ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS WH O WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS 

ACCO RD IN G TO FATHERs• FORMA L EDUCATION AND BACKGROUND 

Grade rHi gh 
I 

Social Issue 
School Sch ool 

\ So me College F-
Colle ge Graduate value 

N 41 169 74 65 
Boy s with long hair X 21 . 7 0 22 . 87 22.24 22 . 66 . 3 5 

so 8 . 7 6 7.02 6. 75 7 . 63 
N 41 169 74 65 

Social drin kin g X 20.61 l 9 . 53 21 . 0 2 19 . 75 .56 
SD 10.08 8 . 42 8 . 51 9.56 
N 41 169 74 65 

S m o k i n g m a r i j u a n a r--~ \ , - , . l 3 1 0 . 8 6-11 0 . 58 11.60 . 1 7 
7.47 s D-t- l 0 . 3 7 I 8 . 63 8 .29 

Uni~ed ~tat~s pa rti- ~ ~~ 11 I 169 . 74 65 
2 7 . 61 26 . 87 28.24 .46 pat1on 1n V1etna m . SD 10 ·. 51 9 . 99 1 0 . 4 1 1 0 . 24 

N 41 169 74 65 
Stu den t disorders X 1 6 . 1 3 16 . 05 1 7 . 1 4 1 6 . 1 2 . 21 

SD 1 o . 1T 9 . 7 0 I l 0 . 59 9 . 94 
N 41 1 69 74 65 

Be li ef in Go d X 40 . 34 40 . 13 40 . 67 40 . 01 . 35 
SD 4 . 41 4 . 71 2 . 71 4 . 49 

--

Table F ( . 05) = 3 . 85 , df = 3/3 

Proba-
bility I 

i 

n. s. 

n. s. 

n . s. 

n. s. 

n . s. 

n . s. 

~ 
0'\ 



CHA PTE R IV 

S U M M A R Y , C 0 N C L U S I 0 N S A 0 

R E C 0 M M E N 0 A T I 0 S 

The overall purpo ses of t he st udy were to : l) investi­

gate teenagers• attitud es tow a rd se l ected current soci 1 

issues; 2) compare teen a gers' attit udes at the differen 

grade levels; 3) analyz e di f f e r ence in attitudes bet\een m les 

and females; 4) co mpare a ttitud es related to di ferent ethnic 

groups; and 5) explore the rel at ~ onship of parents ' form l 

education to curr ent social attitudes of teen gers . Th ee 

h u n d r e d a n d f i f t y t w o s o p h o ril o r e a n d s e :1 i o r s t e n t s c n r o 1 1 e 

i_n the second s emester Eng lis h II and English classes t 

Gainesville High School, Gai nes vi l l e , Texas during the 

acade mic year 19 69-1970 pa rtici pated in the study . 

A two par t survey f orm was used to co lect data for the 

study. Part r ~t-Jas the "Student Infor mation Sheet" and P rt 

I I was the "current soc i a 1 Iss ue:. '' question n a i r e . These 

surveys were des i gned by the i nvestigator . The rrent social 

issues investi ga ted in the s t udy were : boys vith long hai 

social drink ing , s moking mariju ana , Un i ted States participa -

tion in Viet nam, stud ent disord ers , and belief in ·od . 

47 
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The da t a fro m bo th pa r ts of the s urvey fo r ms were an -

lyzed to co mpa re t he attit ud es t oward current soci 

The compariso ns we re made be twee n males nd fema l es 

iss ues . 

sopho-

mores and se niors, b l ack a nd wh i te students nd the re l -

tionship of parents' for ma l educ at i on to att i tudes of teen­

agers. 

Analysis of t he "St ud ent Information Sheet" e e l e 

that there we r e only tw o et hnic groups the black n , hi t 

The majority of t he s t uden t s we r e white 95 . 5 per cent nd 

4.5 per cent was of t he blac k r ac e . 

The da ta f ro m Part I I "Socia l Issue Survey" re ealed 

that t here wer e no si gni f ic an t differences between males an 

fe ma les in t o ta l at t i tudes to ward curr ent social is s ues · b t 

the girls sc or ed si gn i r ic ant l y more favorable to ard belief 

in God ove r t he boy s . Da t a a ls o pointed out that thee 

were no si gnifi ca nt di ffe r enc es (p> . 05) bet~een the sopho -

more and se ni or s t ude nt s . 

Fi ndi ngs i nd icat ed t ha t there was a tatistically sig ­

ni f ican~ diffe r enc e in a t ti tudes between the blac an · ·hite 

students t owar d cur ren t s oci a l i s s ue s . Th black st dents 

w e r e s i g n i f i c a n t 1 y m o r e fa v o r a b 1 e t h a n \'I h i t e s t d e n t s o n 

total soc ial is s ue s. The bl a c k students vere sig nific nt l y 

(p <.05) more f a vo rable in t he i r op i ni ons on the fol o· i ng 

issues: s oc i a l d ri nkin g , s mokin g ma ri jua a , and stude t 
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disorders, than the white students. The white studen s were 

significantly more favorab l e in on e soc ial is sue , Unite d 

States participatio n in Vietna m, than th e black st uden ts . 

There was no signi ficant diff e r ence in attitudes tow r s 

boys with long hair and belief in God. 

An analysis of the data indi c ted that there w s no 

statistically si gnificant ( p> .05) relationship in ttit de 

to v1ard current social i ssues to parents ' for m 1 e cation . 

Parents' for mal education had no effect on attit ud es of tee n-

agers of today. 

The findings in the st ud y e mp hasized th t teen ge so 

today are independent of their parents in for ming attit es 

about curren t is sues . As a resul t of the study it ~ s 

found that the peer group influe nced the teena gers' att i -

tudes tow ard cur rent soci a l is sues . 

The author sug gests · that the study be epeated ·li 

the f o 11 
0 

·v i n g r e c omm end at i on s : 1 ) u s e m o e g r de 1 e., e 1 s 

that would i nclude the col le ge student to g in a grea te re -

1 a t i 
0 

n s hi p i n m a t uri t y of a t t i t u - s · 2 ) i n c 1 u de .• ore e t h n ·; c 

groups with a more equal pe rcen tage of part.cipan s i n e c 

group; and 3) the ra ndo m s ample sho ld 

locality. 

e f om more th n one 
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