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CHAPTER I

I NTRODUCTTIGON

NEED FOR STUDY

Today's youth lives in a complex innovating society
composed of various demands and purposes. Possibly the
greatest demand placed upon the teenager is social acceptance
by the peer group. The degree of success enjoyed by the
teenager through social acceptance is determined by the teen-

ager to establish rapport with peers.

The teenager's chief concern is acceptance by peers;
and a continued striving to understand the adult world.
Young people question the adult, oriented society; and doubt
the effectiveness of the adult rules and regulations con-

cerning the environment.

A concise definition of attitude must be determined
before an attempt is made to survey teenagers' beliefs and
opinions. According to Young (31), an attitude is an incom-
plete, suspended or inhibited act. A person's attitude is
a definite phase of behavior. The individual is born with
some behavior patterns, whatever they may be called or from

whatever source they may be derived, the genes of the
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environment. These go into action under the stimulus of the
environment and as a result of the necessity of making an
adjustment to the conditions of survival. Fishbein (14)
stated that
an attitude has one value in the sense that
it acts as a stimulus to produce another response,
but it also is a drive in the sense that its ten-

sion is reduced through subsequent behavior lead-
ing to a reward.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

It is assumed that the manner in which the individual
reacts to any particular situation in which a person finds
himself depends not simply upon the character of the thousands
of stimuli which are bombarding the individual, but also upon
the character of the attitudes at that particular time and
place. According to Britt (6), these attitudes are learned.
Attitudes are dependent in large measure upon social condi-
tioning; Allport (1) suggested there may be a hereditary
basis for attitudes; but Rokeach (24) stated that most other

writers agree that attitudes are learned.

Campbeil (7) noted that as a child grows up those
around the child will direct their efforts both intentionally
and unintentionally toward the task of shaping the individual
to conform to a particular social mold. At the same time,

as stated by Katz (17), the child expends part of his energy



in smoothing rough edges that do not fit society's model; but
the child also designs certain portions of the mold that

when tried on for size, prove particularly chafing to the
edges of a person's own individuality. At this stage, accord-
ing to Sherif (27), socialization and personality development
move side by side in a fashion far from perfect, yet reason-

ably effective.

It is noted that during the child's social growth, the
child naturally learns about many different substantive areas
of 1ife, including institutions, events, people, and even the
states that the child and other individuals experience. As
the child develops attitudes and opinions concerning beliefs

and environment, the social process emerges.

Thibant (30) maintained that individuals vary in what
they prefer, believe, and value. Some of the fundamentals
that determine the individuals beliefs, attitudes and values
are family socialization, peer group influence, specific
events in the child's past, sources of anxiety, basic striv-
ings, mechanisms of defense, aptitudes and skills, education,

income, occupation, and the mass media.

Allport (1) suggested that all attitudes are learned
through the principles of learning. Dewey (10) stated that
the nature of an attitude is an acquired predisposition to

ways or modes of response, not to particular acts except as



under special conditions, these express a way of behaving.
According to Rokeach (24) an attitude is a relatively endur-
ing organization of beliefs around an object or situation pre-
disposing one to respond in some preferential manner. An
attitude is not a basic, irreducible element within the per-
sonality, but represents a cluster of syndromes of two or

more interrelated elements.

According to Sherif (28), attitudes are formed in rela-
tion to objects, persons, and values which may or may not
have motivational appeal at first. Almost any food may satisfy
hunger but a person may develop a special liking for a special
food, even for a special eating place, and even a special
table in that eating place. When these particular likes or
dislikes are more or less fixated, attitudes have been formed

in relation to a particular object.

Sherif (28) further stated that attitudes are not in-
nate but are formed as a result of the individual's contact

with his environment. Attitudes are learned or conditioned.

Riley (23) revealed that research findings point out
that a child is molded and guided by attitudes, values and
aspirations of the family. Sherif (27) believed the in-
dividual is forced to respect and uphold the values of the
family, school, church, or other institution in which he is

a member. The very fact of memberhips and participation in



group activity or ceremony makes certain standardized values
or practices sacred, justifiable, right, honorable, or duti-
ful in the individual's eyes. Consequently, the attitudes

of an individual in relation to such activities or practices

become affectively changed.

Newcomb (20) theorized that attitudes most important in
daily 1ife are social attitudes; attitudes formed in relation
to other individuals, groups, institutions, tools and tech-
nology, standardized values, or norms. These are attitudes
that really determine an individual's reaction to other
people, other groups, and that map out for the individual the
main boundaries of experience and taste. Most of their social
attitudes are transmitted by short-cut verbal value judgments.
Words are the most comimon medium for both the formation and
the expression of social attitudes. Although it is known
that social attitudes of others are learned largely from the
words they use, most individuals do have many quite personal
attitudes not related to social values, which they seldom if
ever express. If the individual is approached concerning
likes or dislikes, attitudes will be expressed. Al! atti-
tudes, whether social or non-social, whether verbalized or
nonverbalized, function essentially according to the same
psychological principles; there may be differences of content,
richness, or endurance. Sherif (28) pointed out that al-

though the psychology of value is involved in the psychology



of attitudes, it should be borne in mind that social values
are essentially the data of the social sciences. According
to Cantril (8), social psychologists become interested in and
concerned with social values simply because social values are
part, and an important part of the stimuli that surround man

and, through stimulation, influence the individual.

Erikson (13) believed that should a child feel that if
the environment tries to deprive the child too radically of
all the forms of expression which permits the child to de-
velop and integrate the next step of ego identity, the child
will resist with the astonishing strength encountered in
animals who are suddenly forced to defend their lives. In
the social jungle of human existence, there is no feeling of
being alive without a sense of ego identity. To understand
this would be to understand the trouble of adolescents effec-
tively, those desperately seeking for a satisfactory sense

of balonging, be it cliques or gangs.

Riley (23) emphasized that the parents responsibility
for the growth of a happy, wholesome, purposeful home life
has been developed at length because the influence of the
family environment molds a child surely and permanently.
Parents need to do a better job of family life education in
the home by example and education likewise in the school by

instruction. Education not cnly imports facts but shapes




attitudes; builds values and provides incentives. Education
for family values must come early to do some good, starting

in elementary school and continuing through college.

Rosenberg and Hovland (25) prepared a diagram to indi-
cate that attitudes are predispositions to respond to some
class of stimuli with certain classes of responses and desig-
nate the three major types of response as cognitive, affec-

tive, and behavioral. (See Figure 1.)

The study by Katz and Braly (17) was an early attempt
to investigate the cognitive content of attitudes. A well
known finding from this study was that prejudiced respondents
were markedly similar in the "traits" they attributed to
members of disliked ethnic groups. A further study by Katz
(17) reported that attitudes are characterized through some

index of overt behavior.

As stated by Newcomb (20) individuals are more satis-
fied by nconsistent" arrangements of related responses than
by "inconsistent” arrangements. The adolescent will respond
be“ter to discipline or rules if the rules are consistent

and not changing constantly. Individuality is an important

aspect to the adolescent.

Katz (17) indicated that the functional approach is the

attempt to understand the reasons people hold certain
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attitudes. Both attitudes and habits are formed toward spe-
cific objects, people, and symbols as they satisfy specific

needs. The closer these objects are to actual need satisfac-
tion, the greater are the probabilities of positive attitudes
formation. Doob (12) stated that the "strength" of an atti-

tude is almost as ambiguous as the concept of attitude itself.

Rokeach (24) believed that attitudes concerning values
are dramatic in their impact on the individual. Once a value
is internalized it becomes consciously or unconsciously, a
standard or criterion for guiding action, for developing and
maintaining attitudes toward relevant objects and situations,
for justifying one's own actions. A value, unlike an atti-
tude, is a standard or yardstick to guide actions, attitudes,
comparisons, evaluations, and justifications of self and

others.

Rokeach (24) further stated many social factors can be
expected to restrict sharply the number of obtained varia-
tions. Culture, social system, group and class, sex, occupa-
ticn, education, religious upbringing, and political orienta-
tion are major variables that are likely to shape in more or

less similar ways the value systems of large numbers of people.

Fishbein (14) stated that in many cases an individual's

attitude toward a class of people or objects has been
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measured, and this attitude has been used in an attempt to
predict the individual's behavior with respect to a particu-
lar member of that class. The subject frequently measured
attitude toward "Negroes" and then attempted to predict be-
havior with respect to a particular Negro individual. If the
subject were asked to describe a "Negro" the individual would
give a very different set of responses than if asked to de-
scribe Martin Luther King, George Washington Carver, or
Booker T. Washington. Thus an individual may try to predict
which group members a particular member will choose as friends
or as co-workers. Bale's (2) research has provided strong
evidence that the person an individual may 1ike the best and

the person an individual most lTike to work with are usually

two different people.

Deaux {(9) revealed in a study of attitude change the
expectation of the individual and the individual's exposure
to relevant information were varied to determine anticipatory
shifts in belief than did students who did not expect such an
opportunity for public defense. Free choice of reievant in-
formation prior to a statement of belief served both as a

measure of anticipatory processes and as a mediating influence

on attitude change.

Haaland (15) hypothesized that individuals would change

their attitudes more if distracted during the presentation
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of a persuasive communication, less attitude change occurred
in the distraction conditions. The students invoived were

244 male and female undergraduates. Distracted students were
also less able to recall arguments presented in the persuasive
communications. The results were interpreted as supporting a

learning theory approach to distraction and attitude change.

Sears (26) determined the effects of aroused and chronic
social anxiety upon 1) opinion change following a persuasive
communication, 2) opinion presentation, and 3) opinion struc-
ture. The relationship between opinion structure and change
was also examined. Social anxiety was aroused Dy telling
students they would interact with a highly critical peer
about an issue the individual felt relatively uninformed.
Aroused social anxiety increased opinion change, regardless
of wnether it was aroused by varying the criticalness of the
interaction partner or varying anticipation of interaction.
Chronic social anxiety was not related to opinion change.
There was some tendency for opinions to be less differentiated
and less centralized under high aroused social anxiety.
Centralization of opinion was positively related to opinion

change under high pressure to change, but negatively related

to change under low pressure.

stachowiak and Moss (29) found that hypnosis is a

highly effective methodological tool for studying the
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crganization and modification of beliefs and attitudes. In
a study to check sex differences in attitude change, 29 sub-
jects composed of 13 men and 16 women were tested under hyp-
nosis. As might be expected, the women generally changed

their attitude more as a result of hypnotic suggestion than

did men.

In a provocative book, Bloom (5) maintained that much
of the development of individual characteristics takes place
at a very young age. He reported for example, that by the
age of two at least one-third of the variance in the intel-
lectual interest, dependency, and aggression of adolescents
is predictable. 0One self-report instrument identified that
more change appears to take place in the first two years of
college than at any time during the next 10 to 20 years of

an individual's life.

According to Osgood (21) whenever a person reads a book
or newspaper, listens to the beliefs statements of others or
even ruminates within his own storehouse of concepts, the
person is exposed to assertions which are likely to be incon-

gruent to some degree with existing frame of reference.

McCalib (19) summarized that attitudes are inconsistent.
Those that are expressed may differ drastically from those

that are genuine, and the distinction probably can never be

wholly clarified.



13

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

This study was undertaken to investigate the attitudes

of sophomore and senior students from a selected high school

to determine the differences, if any, in attitudes. The

specific purposes for the study include the following:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Investigate teenagers' attitudes toward se-
lected current social issues;

Compare teenagers' attitudes at the different
grade levels;

Analyze difference in attitudes between males
and females;

Compare attitudes related to different ethnic
groups; and

Explore the relationship of parents' formal
education to current social attitudes of

teenagers.



CHAPTER II

PROCEDURE

The present study was concerned primarily with current
social attitudes of senior high school boys and girls toward
1) boys with long hair, 2) smoking marijuana, 3) social
drinking, 4) United States participation in Vietnanm, 5)

student disorders, and 6) belief in God.

The place and setting of the study was the Gainesville
High School of the Gainesville Independent School District
of Gainesville, Texas. The Gainesville High School is
housed in a medern plant consisting of grades 9 through 12

with an enrollment of 1,041 students, of that figure 47 are

black students.

Gainesville has a population of 13,565 which has re-

mained almost constant for the past 10 years (11). The

residents of this small city are conservative in action and

in their attitudes toward contemporary issues.

Prior to undertaking the study, the investigator con-
ferred with the high school principal and explained the sur-

vey forms and the purpose of the study. Plans were made

14
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late in the spring of 1970 for administering the survey forms

to the classes to participate in the study.
SAMPLE

Permission was granted by the principal of the high
school to administer the instruments in the English classes.
Each sophomore and senior English teacher was contacted by
the investigator for cooperation. The instruments were dis-
tributed to all sophomore and senior English teachers. The
teachers were instructed concerning administering the in-
struments at the time of distribution. The instruments were
administered the following day to all sophomore and senior
Engligh classes by the English teacher in charge. The in-
struments were administered only to the students present that
day and no effort was made to administer instruments to ab-

sentees. The jinstruments were collected at the end of the

day by the investigator.

Data for this study were secured from 162 senior
students consisting of 81 boys and 81 girls, and 190 sopho-
more students of which 111 were boys and 79 were girls.

Data were collected during the latter part of the second

semester of 1969-1970.
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INSTRUMENT

A two part instrument was used to collect data for the
study. Part I was the "Student Information Sheet" and Part

II was the "Current Social Issues" check sheets.

In order to secure information concerning student back-
ground, Part I of the instrument was concerned primarily
with information about the student. This part of the ques-
tionnaire was developed by the investigator. The purpose of
this instrument was to collect information in the following
areas: 1) personal information; 2) whom they received the
most information concerning today's issues; 3) ethnic group;

and 4) parents' education.

Part II of the instrument included an instruction sheet
and six topics on current social issues scaled from 1 to 7
with Number 4 being neutral for each question. The students
were asked to circle the number that best expressed their

attitude concerning each question on the particular issue.

DATA ANALYSIS

A comparison of teenager's attitudes toward selected
current social issues at sophomore and senior level; differ-
ence in attitudes between male and female students; and com-
parcd attitudes related to difference between the white and

balck students was made. A one-way analysis of variance was



17

applied to determine the possible significance of differ-
ences. For the purpose of this study the .05 level was
considered significant in evaluating the attitudes. To ex-
plore the relationship of parents' formal education to cur-

rent social attitudes of teenagers, a correlation was made.

A copy of the two instruments follow.
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STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET

PART I

Directions: P]ease answer the following questions as accu-
rate]y as possible. It is important that you answer every
question. ATl answers will be completely confidential.

1. Sex: 2. Grade level:
() Male ( ) Freshman
() Female ( ) Sophomore

( ) Jdunior

2. Ethnic group: () Senior
() White 4. Age:
( ) Negro
( ) Latin

5. Religious preference:

() Catholic

( ) Protestant
() Jewish

( ) Other

( ) None

6. My attitudes toward today's issues are most influenced

by:
() Hother » () Brothers and sisters
( ) Father () Friends

7. Father's education:

( ) Grade school

( ) High school

( ) Some college

( ) College graduate

8. Mother's education:

trade school
High school

Some college
College graduate

P
e e e s
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PART II

Directions: Yarious current social issues are listed on the
following pages. Please circle the number that is nearest
to the way you feel.

For example:

Law and Order

Unsuccessful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Successful

1 - extremely unsuccessful
2 - moderately unsuccessful
3 - slightly unsuccessful

4 - neutral feeling

5 - slightly successful

6 - moderately successful

7 - extremely successful

The number you circle indicates your feelings. Please
RATE EVERY WORD on each section. There is no time limit to

do these ratings, but it is better to work rapidly and to

put down your first impression.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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Unsuccessful Successful
Extremely 1 5 STightly
Moderately 2 Neutral 4 6 Moderately
STightly 3 7 Extremely

BOYS WITH LONG HAIR

Do yod thimk there is anything wrong with boys having
long hair?

Wrong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right

Do you thimk that long hair will be harmful to a boy
securing a job?

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial

Does long hair on boys show a character type?

Weak 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong

Does long hair express a negative attitude toward to-
day's social trends?

Negative 1 4 3 4 5 6 7 Positive

Can one determine the intelligence of a boy by the length
of his hair?

Unintel- Intelli-
ligent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 gent

In general, do you think long hair serves a useful pur-
pose?

Useless 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Useful
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Unsuccessful Successful
Extremely 1 5 Slightly

Moqerately 2 Neutral 4 6 Moderately
Slightly 3 7 Extremely

SOCIAL DRINKING

Do you think drinking of alcoholic beverages only when
you are with the crowd is right?

Wrong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right

Would drinking just on occasions be harmful to the body?

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial

Does joining the crowd for a drink when you really do
not approve show a weak person?

Weak 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong

If you did not join the crowd for a drink, would this
show a negative attitude?

Negative 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive

Since so many drink, do you feel that it could affect
the thinking power of the person?

Unintel- Intelli-
ligent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 gent

Do you feel that on certain occasions, social drinking
would be useful?

Useless 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Useful
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Unsuccessful Successful
Extremely 1 _ 5 Slightly

Moderately 2 Neutral 4 6 Moderately
Slightly 7 Extremely

o

USING MARIJUANA

Do you feel that marijuana should be legalized?

Wrong 1 2 3 4 9 6 7 Right

Do you think that the use of marijuana will be harmful
to your body in future years?

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial

If you refuse to smoke marijuana, would you be Tooked
down upon as a person?

Weak 1 2 3 - 8 6 7 Strong

In your opinion, teenagers that smoke marijuans show a
rebellious attitude toward society?

Negative 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive

Do you feel that the use of marijuana will affect your
thinking power?

Little ] 2 3 4 5 6 7 Much

Since so many teenagers are experimenting with marijuana,
do you feel that tney are finding it

Useless 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Useful
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Unsuccessful Successful
Extremely 1 5 Slightly

Moderately 2 Neutral 4 6 Moderately
Slightly 3 7 Extremely

-—
.

UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION IN VIETNAM

Do you feel that the United States should have to parti-
cipate in the Vietnam War?

Hrong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right

How do you feel about the United States being in Vietnam?

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial
Do you think that our participation in the Vietnam War
will make the United States a better country?

Weak 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong

What is your attitude concerning the United States and
its involvement in the Vietnam War?

Negative 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive

Do you feel that it is very good thinking on the part
of our leaders to have participated in the Vietnam War

for our country?

Bad 1 2 3 +

(8]
(o))

7 Good

In your cpinion, do you feel that our participation in
Vietnam has served a justified purpose?

Useless 1 2 3 < 5 6 7 Useful
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Unsuccessful Successful
Extremely 1 5 Slightly

Mo@erate]y 2 Neutral 4 6 Moderately
STightly 3 7 Extremely

($a]
.

STUDENT DISORDERS

Do you feel that student disorders in our colleges and
other places have been justified?

Wrong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Right

After your observation of student disorders do you feel
that the students have benefited?

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial

Do you feel that participating in student disorders will
show character of a student?

Weak 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong

A student that participates in student disorders would
show negative or positive attitudes?

Negative 1 2 3 - 5 6 7 Positive

Dc you feel that organized student disorders show in-
telligent thinking?

Unintel- Intelli-
ligent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 gent

Do you feel that students have gained anything good from
student disorders that could not have been solved through

some other method?

Useless 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Useful
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Unsuccessful _ Successful
Extremely 1 5 Slightly

Moderately 2 Neutral 4 6 Moderately
Slightly 3 7 Extremely

BELIEF I 0D

1. 1Is it your belief that there is a God?
Wrong 1 2 3 + 5 6 7 Right

2. Do you feel that your belief in God would be helpful to
you in all aspects of life?

Harmful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Beneficial

3. Do you feel that belief in God will make you a better
person?

Weak 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strong

4. \Would your outlook on life and your reactions to other
people's wishes be more tolerant if you had belief in

God?

Negative 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive

5. Do you consider a belief in God to be a part of your
total preparation for success?

Negative 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Positive

6. Do you feel you would have a better chance in finding a
job or success in a profession if you had a belief in

God?

Useless 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Useful




CHAPTER III

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSTIS

OF DATA

The investigation was designed for the purpose of ob-
serving today's attitudes of teenagers toward current social
issues: boys with long hair, social drinking, smoking
marijuana, United States participation in Vietnam, student
disorders, and belief in God. An effort was made to deter-
mine the relationship between males and females and maturity
in attitudes. A relationship was studied between parent's

formal education and attitudes of teenagers.

The sample consisted of 352 students, 160 girls and
1382 boys, who were enrolled in the second semester English

II and English IV classes at Gainesville High School, Gaines-

ville, Texas.
STUDENT lﬂfORHATION SHEET (PART 1)

The first instrument, Part I, a "Student Information

Sheet," was designed to obtain personal and family background

4 . D 'v' t A < ~
information. Part I revealed all participants were sophomore

or senior students. There were 14 incomplete sophcmore

26
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questionnaires and 13 incomplete senior questionnaires that
were discarded leaving a total of 352 completed survey forms

suitable for analysis.

The personal and family background information showed
that the distribution of males and females was similar with
54.5 per cent males and 45.5 per cent females. The partici-
pants were of the black and white ethnic groups. There was
a much larger percentage of white than black. There were
336 or 95.4 per cent white participants while there were 16
or 4.6 per cent of black participants. Table I shows that
there was the same number of black students in the sophomore
and senicr class which was eight or 2.3 per cent of the total
numer in each class. There were more white males in both
the sophomore, 106 or 29.9 per cent, and senior, 78 or 22.0
per cent, than females. The white females numbered 76 or
21.5 per cent for the sophomore class while the senior class

numbered 78 or 22.0 per cent of the total number of partici-

pants.

The distribution of study participants according to age,
ethnic group, and grade level showed 57 sophomores, 15 years
old, including 56 white or 15.9 per cent and one black student

0.2 per cent. The largest number 115, 32.6 per cent white

students, three, or 0.9 per cent black students,were in the

16 year old age group. The 17 year old group showed a dis-

tribution of 11 white sophomores, 3.1 per cent, and four
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TABLE I
DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS AS TO GRADE LEVEL,
ETHNIC GROUP AND SEX

Grade Level Sex
Ethnic Group Male Female
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent
Sophomore
White 106 30.0 76 21.7
Black 5 1.4 3 0.9
Senior
White 78 22.2 76 21.5
Black 3 0.9 5 1.4
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black students, 1.1 per cent. In the senior group, age | 3 N
there were 68 white students, 19.3 per cent; two black
students, 0.6 per cent. The largest number of white senior
students, 84, 23.8 per cent were 18 years of age and five
black students, 1.4 per cent. The age group of 19 years, a
total of three, 0.9 per cent, included two whites, and one
black student. Summary findings as to the distribution of
sophomore and senior students according to age, grade level,

and ethnic groups are shown in Table II.

The distribution of study participants according to
religion, grade level, and ethnic group indicated that 83.5
per cent were Protestants and 13.6 per cent Catholics. There
were no black sophcmore or senior Catholic students. Twenty-
eight white sophomores, 8.0 per cent, expressed a Catholic

preference and 20 senior white students, 5.6 per cent.

Protestants were the largest number, 149 sophomores, 42.2

per cent, and 131 white seniors, 37.1 per cent. A total of

2.9 per cent did not express a religious preference, Table

IIT.

Figure 2 reveals the number of teenagers and their

mothers' and fathers' level of education. The largest num-

ber of parents, 196 or 55.6 per cent mothers and 169 or 45.1

ser cent fathers had a high school education. Sixty-five

fathers or 18.4 per cent and 50 or 14.2 per cent mothers had



TABLE II
DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS AS TO GRADE LEVEL,
ETHNIC GROUP, AND AGE

Age in Years

Grade Level
15 16 17 18 19
Ethnic Group Num- | Per Num- }Per Num- | Per Num- | Per Num- | Per
ber cent | ber | cent | ber cent | ber cent | ber cent
T
Sophomore
White 56 15.9 | 115 32.6 11 3.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Black 1 0.3 3 0.9 4 1.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Senior
|
White 0 | 0.o|] o0 | 0.0 68 |19.3| 84 |23.8| 2 | 0.6
Black 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.6 5 1.4 1 0.3

0€



TABLE III
DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS AS TO RELIGION,
GRADE LEVEL, AND ETHNIC GROUP

\ Grade Level Religion
Ethnic Group Catholic Protestant None :
! Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
\Sophomore
White 28 8.0 149 42,2 5 1.4
Black 0 0.0 7 2l 1 0.3
Senior
White 20 5.6 131 37.1 3 0.9
Black 0 0.0 7 2.1 1 0.3

LE
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a college degree. More fathers, 41 or 14.5 per cent, than
mothers, 23 or 6.5 per cent, had only a grade school educa-

tion.

Data indicated that today's teenagers received their
attitudes on social issues from the peer group, Figure 3.
Both males, 95 or 26.9 per cent, and females, 69 or 19.6 per
cent, were influenced by friends most often; the mother was
the next most influential with 49 or 13.9 per cent males and
53 or 14.7 per cent females. A study by Bischof (3) with
440 students in 16 American colleges indicated that almost

as much deviation from as conformance to parental beliefs

existed. Keniston (18) noted that the mother had a greater

influence on the son than did the father. The group that

influenced the teenagers least was the brother and sister

group; only nine, 2.5 per cent, males and eight, 2.2 per

cent, females expressed influence from the brother and sister

group.

SOCIAL ISSUE ATTITUDE SURVEY (PART I1I)

Individual Attitudes

Findings from part II "Social Issue Attitude Survey"

revealed the differences in attitudes between Protestants and
Catholics toward selected current social issues. When the
one-way analysis of yariance was applied using the .05 Tevel
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there was no statistically significant difference in the
attitudes between Protestants and Catholics on four of the
social issues: 1) smoking marijuana, 2) student disorders,
3) United States participation in Vietnam, and 4) belief in
God, Table IV. The social issue, student disorders, showed
a tendency toward being significant at the .05 level, with
the Catholics tending to be more favorable in opinion toward
"belief in God" than the Protestants. The null hypothesis
was rejected at the .05 level, indicating a statistically

significant difference between attitudes of Protestants and

Catholics on social issues: boys with long hair and social

drinking. The Catholics were significantly (p<.05) more

favorable than Protestants on attitudes toward social drink-

ing and boys with long hair. Hartnett (16) found that the

similarity in responses of Catholics and Protestants were

too slight to be regarded as significant.

Figure 4 shows how Protestants and Catholics differ in

their expression of attitudes toward current social issues.

Catholics show a slightly higher mean on all issues except

& o . . . " h th
the “Bpited States participation in Vietnam™ whers Lhe

Protestants were 0.2 per cent higher in mean than the Catho-

lics.

No significant difference was found between male and

female attitudes on the following social issues: 1) boys




TABLE IV
ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTICIPANTS BETWEEN PROTESTANTS
AND CATHOLICS ON SOCIAL ISSUES

[ Eorial Iosms Catho1jcs ! ?rotestants o By
N Mean 5.0, N Mean | S.D. ' value [bility
Boys with long hair 48 25.2 | 6.82 {294121.9 ‘ 7.3] ' 8.151! <.0]
Social drinking 48 | 24.3 | 7.18 |294!1 19.3_| 8.86 {13.364| <.001
| Smoking marijuana 48 | 10.8 ‘1 8. 80 '52943 10.8 ! 8. 46 ~ 0.002| n.s. |
quteq States participa- ! é \ : E |
tion in Vietnam 48 | 26.7 110.13 294%:27.8 :10.03 : 0.539 S
Student disorders 48 | 18.7 110.04 -2_9_51 15.7 | 9.83 | 3.825| n.s.
Belief in God 48 | 40.4 | 3.39 294‘1 40.4 1 4.10 i 0.006] n.s.

Table F (.05)

3.89, df = 1/340

9¢
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with long hair, 2) social drinking, 3) smoking marijuana,

4) United States participation in Vietnam, and 5) student
disorders, Table V. Two social issues, drinking and United
States participation in Vietnam, approached significance at
the .05 level with the boys showing a more favorable tend-
ency than girls. In a study by Prusok (22) on the attitude
of students toward use of alcohol, it was found that there
was a significant difference between the male and female
students. The female students indicated a less punitive at-
titude. Blane (4) found boys to hold significantly more

favorable attitudes toward the use of alcohol than girls.

The null hypothesis was rejected on the social issue

"belief in God" at the .005 level; thus there was a statis-

tically significant difference in attitude between the male

and female toward belief in God. Girls were significantly

more favorable than boys on attitudes toward belief in God.

Table VI revealed that there was no significant difference

(p>.05) between attitudes of sophomore and senior students

toward current social issues.

: S 1i attitude differ
The one-way analysis was applied on attituade f ence

between black and white students on current social issues for

statistical analysis. The results pointed out that there was

no statistical significance (p>.05) between white and black

5 he ial issue:
students in attitudes toward two of the social 1ssues, boys



ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTICIPANTS BETWEEN

TABLE V

SEX
FOR EACH SOCIAL ISSUE

\ Social Issue Male Female F- | Proba-
1 N | Mean | S.D. | N lean .D.! value | bility
\Boys with long hair (192[ 22.2 7.32 1160} 22.9 5 B3 0.66 n.s

Social drinking \ 192L, 0.8 | 9.23 1160} 19.0 .38 3.81 n.s
‘Smoking marijuana \192[11.5 9.18 160 10.2 .80 1.96 n.s

United States participa- { | !

tion in Vietnam | 1821 28.3 |10.57 [160 ] 26.2 .64 3.50 n.s

Student disorders 192 | 15.9 {10.22 {160} 16.7 Ta 0.44 n.s

Belief in God 1921 39.5 5.18 [160 ] 41.0 .67 10.75 <.005

Table F (.05) = 3.89, df 1/350

6€



ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTICIPANTS BETWEEN GRADE

TABLE VI

LEVELS FOR EACH SOCIAL ISSUE

\ Social Issue Sophomore Senior F- Proba-
1 l N _Mean | S.D. | N | Mean | S.D.| value|bility
kBoys with long hair leOi 22.3 6.81 [ 162 22.8 7.891 .44 n.s
lSocial drinking i 190L 20.3 | 8.47 11621 19.6 9.36 .62 n.s
XSmoking marijuana ‘1903 10.7 . 8.23 1621 11.2 §.02 <35 n.s
United States participa- % ‘
tion in Vietnam 190% 27.7 9.76 162% 26.9 [10.69 .64 n.s
Student disorders 1190| 16.1 | 9.78 [162] 16.4 [10.25| .07 n.s
Belief in God 1QOl 40.0 l 4.27 162[,40.4 4.31 < 93 n.s
Table F (.05) = 3.89, df = 1/350

0¥
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with long hair and belief in God, although the difference in
opinions about boys with long hair approached significance

at the .05 level, with the black students giving a more
faverable opinion. The null hypothesis was rejected at the
.05 level, indicating a statistically significant difference
in attitude between black and white students on four of the
social issues: 1) social drinking, 2) smoking marijuana, 3)
United States participation in Vietnam, and 4) student dis-
orders. The black students were significantly more faverable

in their opinions than the white students toward social

drinking, smoking marijuana, and student disorders. The white

students were significantly more favorable in attitudes

toward United States participation in Vietnam than the black

students, Table VII.

Differences in total attitudes between sex, grade

levels, and ethnic groups were grouped for 352 participants.

Table VIII indicated no statistical significant difference

in attitudes toward current social issues between the total

group of males and females, Or between sophomores and seniors.
gnificant difference

In contrast, there was @ statistically si

in attitudes on current social issues between black and white

students The black students were significantly (p<.05) more
favorable than white students in overall attitudes, including,

boys with long hair, social drinking, smoking marijuana,
in Vietnam, student disorders,

United States participation



TABLE VII

ATTITUDE DIFFERENCE OF 352 PARTICIPANTS BETWEEN ETHNIC

GROUPS FOR EACH SOCIAL ISSUE

\ Social Issue Whit? Black F- Proba-
L B Mean | S.D N | Mean | S.D.| value [bility
\Boys with long hair : 336} 22.3 i 7.29 {16 25.8 7.43 3.44 n.s
(Socia] drinking 3361 19.8 I 8'82‘T]6 | 24.4 9.42, 4.13 <.05
&Smokingmarijuana *13363 10.§_J8.10 i16 i17 7 114.32! 10.63 <.01
\UQiteq States participa- i | ; |

tion in Vietnam 336 | 27.7 9.92 |16 20.7 [13.47 7.18 <.01
L§judent disorders 336\ 16.0 | 9.83 |16 21.2 {12.01 4.11 <.05
iBe]ief in God 33§J,40.2 | 4.19 {16 39.3 5.98 .69 n.s

Table F (.05) = 3.89, df 1/350

44



TABLE VIII

43

DIFFERENCES IN TOTAL ATTITUDES BETWEEN SEX, GRADE

LEVELS AND ETHNIC GROUPS AS INDICATED BY

352 PARTICIPANTS

Standard Proba-
|_Attitude Number Mean Deviation *’E:value H_Pilifld
Sex
Male 192 138.5 24.80
.7409 n.s
Female 160 132.2 23.00 -
Table F (.05)= 3.89, df = 1/350
]
Grade level
Sophomore 190 137.4 22.74
.0006 n.s
Senior 162 137.5 | 25.43 4
Table F .05l = 3.89, df 1/350
Ethnic group
White 336 136.9 22.83
4.1600 <.05
Black 16 149.4 39.92
Table F_(.05) = 3.89, df = 1/350 i
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and belief in God. The white students were significantly
more favorable than black students on one specific attitude,

United States participation in Vietnanm.

Parents! wBducation

When the analysis of variance was apnlied to the rela-

tionship of mothers!' or fathers!' educatlion to attlitudes of

- o

teenagers toward current social lssues, as can be seen 1in
Tables IX and X, the null hypothesis could not be rejected
at the .05 level for any of the comparisons; therefore,
there was no statistically significaent relatlionship between
Students' attitude toward current social issues and either

of their parents' formal education

The analysis from the randomn sample showed that there

was no significant difference in total attitudes of today's

teenagers toward current social issues between high school

males and females but there was & significant difference in

attitude toward belief in God. There was no significant

difference in attitudes toward current social issues between

the sophomore and senior students. There were differences
in attitudes toward various soclal 1sSues between the black
and white students. The data taken from the random sample
indicated that parents' formal education seemed to have no
significant effect on some of the attitudes of teenagers

of today.



TABLE IX
COMPARISONS OF ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS WHO WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS

ACCORDING TO MOTHERS' FORMAL EDUCATION AND BACKGRCUND

\ Social Issue Grade High Some College F-
| School School College Graduate value bility
{ N | 23 196 83 50
\Boys with long hair X 24.26 22.09 23.38 22.22 1.06
| SD 7.94 7.46 6.52 7.56
| N 2a 196 83 50
! Social drinking x | 22.04 19.77 20.73 18.92 .87
l DI 11.08 | 8.84 8.26 8.79
! N | 23 | 19¢6 83 50
Smoking marijuana x| 9.08 | 10.17 [ 12.74 12.04 2.38
SD| 7.52 | 8.14 ] 9.47 8.75
. . N | 23 1196 83 50
e on Vi b nen [ 20T 2737 97T 2612 10
i SD|  9.57 . 9.79 1 11.20 10.35
N | 23 196 83 50
Student disorders X 20.17 15.67 17.53 14.98 2.12
. | SD| 11.37 8.91 11.33 10.35
i N 23 196 83 50
| BelieT in God X 40.5 40.55 39.95 39.52 .94
SD 4.70 3.86 4.35 5.36

Table F (.05) = 3.85, df = 3/348

SY



TABLE X

COMPARISONS OF ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS WHO WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS

ACCORDING TO FATHERS'

FORMAL EDUCATION AND BACKGROUND

\ Social Issue \ Grade\ High Some College F- Proba-
| | School | School College | Graduate | value bility
K U N | 4 169 74 65
Boys with long hair | x 21.70 | 22.87 22.24 22.66 .35 n.s
z T SDl 8.76 1  7.062 6.75 7.63
\ N 1 41 169 | 74 65
Social drinking X 20.61 | 19.53 | 21.02 19.75 .56 n.s
| SO 10.08 | 8.42 | 8.51 9.56
N 41 169 74 65
Smoking marijuana x | 11.13 1 10.86 | 10.58 11.60 .17 n.s
\ SD| 10.37 | 8.63 | 8.29 i 7.47
- " N | 41 169 | 74 65
Yl;g‘tf‘;?] S R 21T 27.61 | 26.87 | _28.74 46 | n.s
\ I SDj 10.51 | 9.99 [ 10.417 | 10.24
TN | 4 169 | 74 65
Student disorders | x | 16.13 | 16.05 | 17.14 | 16.12 .21 n.s
SDT 10,171 9.70 | T10.59 | 9.94
\ N | 41 169 [ 74 65
Belief in God x | 40.34 40.13 | 40.67 40.01 235 n.s
S0 4,47 AR YA 3. 49
Table F (.05) = 3.85, df = 3/348

9%



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSTIONS AND

RECOMMENDATTIONS

The overall purposes of the study were to: 1) investi-

gate teenagers' attitudes toward selected current social

issues; 2) compare teenagers' attitudes at the different

grade levels; 3) analyze difference in attitudes between males

and females; 4) compare attitudes related to different ethnic

groups; and 5) explore the relationship of parents' formal

education to current social attitudes of teenagers. Three

hundred and fifty two sophomore and senior students cnroiled

in the second semester English II and English IV classes at

Gainesviile High School, Gainesville, Texas, during the

academic year 1969-1970 participated 1n the study.

A two part survey form was used to collect data for the

study. Part I was the "Student Information Sheet"

and Part
. . T i 1 o
IT was the "Current Social Issues’ questionnaire. These

investigator. The current social

suryeys were designed by the

ated in the study were:
United States participa-

issues investig boys with long hair,
social drinking, smoking marijuana,
and belief in God.

tion in Vietnam, student disorders,

47
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The data from both parts of the survey forms were ana-
lyzed to compare the attitudes toward current social issues.
The comparisons were made between males and females, sopho-
mores and seniors, black and white students, and the rela-

tionship of parents' formal education to attitudes of teen-

agers.

Analysis of the "Student Information Sheet" revealed
that there were only two ethnic groups, the black and white.
The majority of the students were white, 95.5 per cent, and

4.5 per cent was of the black race.

The data from Part II "Social Issue Survey" revealed
that there were no significant differences between males and
females in total attitudes toward current social issues; but

the girls scored significantly more favorable toward belief

in God over the boys. Data also pointed out that there

were no significant differences (p>.05) between the sopho-

more and senior students.

Findings indicated that there was a statistically sig-

nificant difference 1in attitudes between the black and white
students toward current social issues. The black students
were significantly more favorable than white students on
total social issues. The black students were significantly
{(p<.05) more favorable in their opinions on the following
issues: social drinking, smoking marijuana, and student
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disorders, than the white students. The white students were
significantly more fayorable in one social issue, United
States participation in Vietnam, than the black students.
There was no significant difference in attitudes towards

boys with long hair and belief in God.

An analysis of the data indicated that there was no

statistically significant (p>.05) relationship in attitude

toward current social issues to parents' formal education.

Parents' formal education had no effect on attitudes of teen-

agers of today.

The findings in the study emphasized that teenagers of

today are independent of their parents in forming attitudes

about current issues. As a result of the study, it was

found that the peer group influenced the teenagers' atti-

tudes toward current social issues.

The author suggests that the study be repeated with

the following recommendations: 1) use more grade levels

that would include the college student to gain 2 greater re-
lationship in maturity of attitudess; 2) inciude more ethnic
groups with a more equa’l per‘centage of particxpants in each
ould be from more than one

group; and 3) the random sample sh

locality.
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