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CHAPTE R I 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

Within a ny group of teenage boys - variety of dress ma y 

be obs erved . There is usua lly a ma r gi of variance in the 

educational ab iliti es~ th e soci 1 acceptance of each and the 

number of extracurricular activities in whicl these oys 

particip a te. 

American life ap pea rs t o be progressing toward greater 

individu a lism. evolutionary changes ar presently occurrin g 

in men \tea r. An e ra of splendor in men 's fashion i s antici­

pated (5). 

The differences in consumers of yesterday and t omor ro 

relate to age, education, mobility, incr eas d income and 

leisure. Psycholo g ical drives influ enced by th se factors 

are in evidence. One way to .express personality is throug 

clothing. According to Bond (1), a person tells others some­

thing about hi mself by the way he dresses. 

Due to li mited infor ma tion concerning the relationships 

between clothing interest and socio-psycholo gi cal factors of 

boys at the ~eenage level, there is a need for mo re i nvest i­

gation. High school educators are making kno~·n their concern 
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regarding the possible valu e of Ho mema king courses for boys 

to meet the needs in today•s ch ang i ng world. Does clothin g 

interest have a r e lation to th e educ a tional l eve l, soci a l 

level, and extracurricular inter est of the individual t een­

age boy? The answ er to this question will be of much va lu e 

in providing for the socio-psycholo g i ca l needs of high schoo l 

boys. 

This study was des i gned to inv est i gate th e clothin g 

interests of teen age boys r e l a tiv e to pa rtici pat ion in s chool 

and extracurricul a r act iviti es. 

REVIE W OF LIT ERATURE 

Clothing choic es have bee n attribute to many in fluen c­

ing factors. The main theories set fort h by early re searchers 

were basically defined in four cat egories . The first f c t or 

was of modesty as revealed in the Bible to cov e r na kedness 

and to avoid shame. 

the previous theory. 

The second was a co mp let e reversal of 

This factor wa s the i mm odesty theory 

when clothing was used to emphasize parts of the body by 

covering. The third factor was for protection against the 

elements, insects, and ene mi es or supernatural forces. The 

fourth theory was based on clothing as esthetic expression. 

From these four basic theories psychologists have co me to 

apply the words drives or needs as the reasons for wearing 

clothing. 
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Clothing _is one of the basic needs for protection 

against the e lements; therefore, it is easily understood Jhy 

early emphasis was upon constructi on and design of clothing 

or on the study of textiles ins tead of th e emotional effe ct 

on the individual. Not until th e late for ies was much con ­

cern directed toward social-psychological aspec ts of cloth­

ing. Ryan (22) stated that in ter est in the area of clothing 

has incr ea sed since th e seminars on 11 0 velop ment of Studies 

and Research in the Sociological Aspects of Clothing~~ were 

held during the su mmers of 1949 and 1951 at Michi ga n State 

College. Each year r epo rts of r search rove that soci a l­

psychological aspects of clothin g are a vital part of the 

total field of textiles and clothing. 

An exploratory study was conducted by Willi ams and 

Eicher (27) to determine the i mpo rtance of opinions on clot h­

ing and appearance as one of the e le ments wh ich produce co­

hesiveness in any group. The investi gation involved 15 4 

ninth grade girls from a high school in a com munity with a 

population of 30,000 and was located in a midwe stern state. 

Findings reflected that clothing is oft en considered the at­

tribute first in i mportance as a characteristic of the most 

popular individual in a group. ~hite collar workers were pre­

dominant in the families represented, but there also existed 

socio-econo mic extremes due to the incorporation into the 

school district of a small area of low-income working class 

families. 



From a study designed to obs rve the part clothing 

plays in structuring perceptions of persons Douty (4) pre­

sented proof th at clothing does have a socio-psycholo gical 

effect on th e individual. Four groups of 15 subj ec t-jud ges 

and two groups who served as judg es for pr dict iv e r a tings, 

were rando mly selected from women •s civic or ga nization s in 

Tallahass ee , Florida. All participants w r fro m th e middle 

socio-econo mic class, r a nged in age fro young coll ege gradu­

ates to that of Go ld e n ge Club m mbe rs and had a variety of 

interests, abilities, and occupations. 

In ord er to provid standard conditions, projected 

color ed slid es of photo gr phs of persons were used as pic­

torial stimuli in a reduc d-cu e situation . Four whit e , 

mature wome n beyond coll ege age , ho were l ocate wi thin the 

range of the middl e socio-eco omic class, were select d to 

serve as sti muli for the ratings. Four experimenta l costu mes 

were worn by ea c h sti muli- erson. Each costu me had a istinct 

difference in tone. The difference was achie ved throu gh 

color, fab r ic, stylin g or accessories. In addition to these, 

each stimuli-person wore a control costu me, a blue smock. 

Each group of subject-jud ge s rat d all the sti muli-persons 

but in only one of the sti mul i costu mes. The judges were 

informed that they were participating in a study of first 

impressions of persons. ro mention of clothing ;as made. 

The judges rated the sti muli-persons on 25 items on an 
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assess ment for m. As a ch ck on pre iction of r es ults, 

assess ments of the var ious co s umes were made by two oth r 

jud g in g group s fro m the s ame po pulation with the heads of the 

person s blocked ou t. To pl ovide a measu re of reliabili ty , a 

matching samp l e of 90 und rgr adu ate , university women students 

was us ed wi th re plic at ion of th e rocedure . Signif ic ant if­

ferenc es i n ratin gs of social status and p r so a l trai ts we re 

found to be associ ted with chan ge in clothing . Corr e l ations 

of the r a nks of sti muli- p r s on scar s a nd co stume s cor es 1 d 

to the conclu s ion that c l othin g th e r efo r e do s influ ence the 

role an individu a l l ays in society . 

Res ult s of research conduct d by Harn il to1 and War ~n 

(8) invo lving 294 st ud ents in the junior clas s of a mid­

western high s c hool locat ed near an ar my base re vea l ed that 

a relati onship existed between accep ab l and nonaccepta le 

clothin g beha vior and the acade mic ach i evement of t he boy s 

in the sa mpl e . Si x stude nts and four teach e rs we r e i n r­

vie we d to deter mi ne what was consid er d acceptab le a d non ­

acceptabl e dress f or students in that school . Each of 13 

junior English cl asses was visi ted three ti m s to observe the 

students• clothin g behavior . Four fash i on counts 1ere ta ke n 

to ascertain whe t her points of nonacce ptab l e dress , brou ght 

out in the intervi ews , were evident in the attire of the 

student body. A six point c he c k list was for mulate fro m 
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informa tion obt a ined fro m intervi ews and the fashion counts. 

Points consider ed in the girls' dre ss were : fit and l ength 

of skirt, style and care of hair, ake -up, and car e and neat­

ness of clothes. Points consider ed i n the boys ' dress were : 

fit and type of trousers, style and care of ha ir, sty l e of 

shirt and manner worn, a nd care and neatness of clo thes . Ac­

ceptable dress was defined as the dr ss which conformed to 

that curr ent ly worn by the majority of stud ents . nother i m-

portant oint was that nonaccept bl e clo ·hing ehav i or can 

affect t he relationship of an a ol escent with his pe r group. 

Students v11ith acceptable c l othing behavior participa'ed i n 

more extracurricular acti viti e s and he l d mor offices than 

did stud nts with non a ce tab l e clo~h-ng be a i or. 

In a study conducted by ose crantz ( 19) 7 wo men in a 

clothin g selection cl ass were asked to respond to a question­

naire designed to measure in erest in clothing. Fro m t he 

group answering th e ques tion na ir e , six ome n with very hi gh 

scores and four women with very lo w scores were s e l ected for 

personal interviews. The intervi ew indicat ed that the high 

scorin g individuals had essentially the sa me interests. mong 

the four low scoring individuals, t wo see med to have very 

little interest in any thing . One had an interest in diete­

tics, and one stated that she was interested in interior 

decoration but sho wed more interest in clot hing during the 

intervi ew than the questionnaire indicated. 
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The questionnair e was then revis ed and ad ministered to 

a grou p of women made up of 32 Ho me Econ om ics seniors major­

ing in Vocation 1 Ho me Economics or in Re t a iling , 32 business 

women, 29 f actory workers , 28 sorority alu mnae , 29 Sp a rtan 

wives and 30 rural extension wo me n . Fro m this grou p t wo 

high scor ers and thre e lo w scor e s we re cho se n for an in t er­

view. Age, rur a l or urban bac kg r ound , occu pa tion and inco me 

signific ant ly relat ed to total scor e s on t he interest in 

clothing. Edu cat i on , marital st a tus , an d f am ily m mb rshi p 

in organizati ons see med to be r l a ed but to a l ess e r deg r .e . 

General concl usion s wer e that age , rur a l or urb a n bac kg round , 

occu pa tion a nd inco me were si gni f i cantly re l a ted to t h deg r ee 

of clothin g int e rest of young wo n1e n . Them s ur of ti me , 

effort, money and attention giv e n to pe r sona l c l othir1 g ca n 

be used as cri te ri a for deter minin g clothi ng interest amon g 

women. Howev er , th e range of ty e s of gar me nts in a perso ,'s 

wardrobe see ms to be the most sensitiv e sin gle it em of measur e 

of young women's int erest in clothing. Do e s this a l so hold 

true for the interest of young men and adolesc e nt boys? In­

dividuals who are clos e ly associated with boys and with selec­

tion of clothing for boys believe a si milar si tuation does 

exist. 

In the school where Paul (1 8 ) taught,a questionnaire 

was devised and ad ministered to the eighth and ninth grade 

boys to obtain information conce rnirg cl othi ng interest in 
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rel at i on t o: a c t ivi t i es , i mpo r tanc e of a pe a r an ce , person a l 

appe arance , d r ess -u p , se l f i ma ge a nd curr e nt sty l es . The 

boy s r a nged i n age fro m 13 to 17 yea rs , t he ma jority ~er e 

fro m middl e s ocio -e cono mi c gr ou ps , and a l l par t i c i pat ed in 

som e typ e of a ctivity ot he r t ha n schoo l. Fro m obs rva t i on 

of this li mited s t udy much t he s ame conc l us ions were dr aw n 

as in ot he r stu d i e s of t hi s typ e . The as ic de duc t io n · wee 

that boys in the age br acke t fro m 13 to 17 yea r s own d a vJ i e 

va riety of clothin g an d t hat a v ry stro ng des ir e t o wea r 

cloth e s much li ke th e ir f ri end s was in v · de n e . 

A stud y of bo ys • cl othin g con f or mi ty a nd acc epta nc e 

was ma de by Eich e r a nd Dill on ( 6) i n a jun i or hi gh schoo l in 

a s mall Indi a na ci ty . The inv es ti ga tion i nvo l ved 83 boys a nd 

the purposes we r e to de termin e the cl ot hi ng pat t e rn of a gr oup 

of eighth grad e boys, a nd to i nve st i ga te the r e l a tio s hip 

betwe e n the moda l sty l e of dr ess an d soc i a l acc e pt a nc e of 

peers. Emplo y in g a t e ch ni que pre viou s l y us ed by Ei che r , the 

group was cl a ssifi ed in t hr ee ma in cate gor i es : i so l ates , 

mutual pairs and me mbe r s of r eci proc a l fr i end s hi p st r uct ur es . 

Th e fin d ings were th a t a posi t iv e r e lati onsh i p bet wee n con­

for mity to the modal pa ttern a nd gro up accep t an ce did e x is t . 

A group of 596 boys in gra de s nin e th rou gh t wel ve i n 

Whitney County,Kentuc ky answered a qu es t io nnair e ad in i st e r ed 

by Morgan (17). Results reve a led t hat ado l esce nt boy s i n a ll 
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grades exhibit ed a n awar e nes s a nd con ce r n abo ut th e ir cloth­

; n g . T h e · co n c 1 u s i o n o f M o r g a n w a s t h a t b o y s i n t h e t \'I e 1 f t h 

grade expressed a great e r awa r e ness to\ a rd c l ot hin g than boys 

in any ot her gra de. Th e youn ge r boys sh owed a t endency t o 

initiate or follow an eme r gen t fad . An i ncrease in the 

tendency to i gnor e fad s wa s not ed among the .ni nt h, tenth , 

eleventh, and t we lfth grad e s t udents hen compa r ed to a lo w r 

grade level. Thi s a ttribu te was xhi ited y a str onger co -

formity in clothin g an d t he awa r eness of th i mp or tance of 

grooming, clothes sty l e s a nd ge ne r al appearance in pr ob l em 

situations. 

The psych o lo gical s itu ati o in whi ch a person fi ds 

himself deter min es to a gr at ext ent the d v i a tion of dr ess . 

Kiebler (13) investi gat ed 150 bo ys en r oll ed i n junio r c lasses 

of a · high school in an atte mp t to as ce r ta i n t he si gn i f i ca nt 

relationships betwee n a nti-soci a l pe r sona li ty t rait s an d de­

viant for ms of dress. Res ults r e vea l d t hat the mo r e agg r es­

sive boy exhibited more deviant dr ess than t he les s agg r es­

sive boy. Boys whose pa r e nts were sep ar ated or div orc ed 

showed a greater tendency toward devi an t dr e ss. Stud ents 

\'Jho were older than the chronological age for th e ir cl a ss 

level had an inclination to be more devia nt in their dress. 

The findings pointed to ward less devi a tio n in dress for those 

planning to attend college than for those with no such plans. 



1 0 

Also, based on r esu l ts of th e stud y , that a r e l at ions hip e ­

t wee n a cade 1ic achi e vem ent and the in ter stone has in his 

clothin g may ex i st . 

Althou g h, in one of the groups tested by am il ton and 

Warden (8 ), boys wi h non acc epta bl e clo th i ng beh avio who 

rat ed 22 percen til e po ints hi gher tha 1 oys wi h accepta l e 

clot hin g beh a vior were detect e whe g iv en a i fferent i a l 

Aptitud e Tes t. Reasons for such fin d i ngs ha ve not be n esta b­

lish ed; but it i s thou ght th at i nv es · igation i s ne e ssa ry 

from the st and po i n t of huma n r l at i on s hi p s and fa rn i 1 y co ­

no mics as we ll as fr om the as ect of c l othing . Rose ncr antz 

(19) found th at hi ghe r ed ucati on , mernbe slip in o ga niz ations , 

a n d h ·i g h e r v e r b a 1 i n t e 1 1 i g e n c e e r e 1 a t d t o a h i g h c 1 o t h i n g 

awareness of the i ndividu a l . 

Infor ma t io n s ecur ed by Huckabay (1 2) in a study pe formed 

in Baton Rouge , Louisian a , r eve a l ed th t fa mili es fro m hi ghe 

econo mic l eve ls as w 11 as hi g e r edu cationa l l eve ls f avored 

instructio n i n clo thin g relat ed are as f or stud e ts in hi gh 

school. Thos e fa mili e s in lo e r econo mic and l o\e r educ a ­

tional l evels we re l e ss fa vorable to ward clot hi g rel ated in­

structio n fo r high sc noo l stu dents . I n edu cationa l circl es 

there is th e be l ief that cl othin g i nfluences att end ance a nd 

particip ation in extracurricular events . This may result fro m 

the co nj ec tu re that the attract iv e l y dressed in d ividua l i-
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accepted and has therefore l earn ed to enjoy these events or 

it may be t hat t hrou gh tf e in t e r est in th e se ext r a vents one 

has learn ed to make hi mse l f more a ttracti ve in ap ea ran e . 

Sno w (24) inv esti ga ed th e clothin g int er est of 160 me n 

in four occu pat ion a l gr oups . Th e con se ns us was th t c l ose 

relation ship ex ist ed be t e en sa l esme n, at torn eys an school 

teachers when clothin g inter est w s c ompa r ed with Ja rd r o es 

and mem bersh i ps in organizatio ns . Ther e was no s i gnific a nt 

difference be t we e n any of th occup a t i o a l gr oup s Jhe h 

clothing in terest was co mpared · ho we ve r, the hi ghes t clothin g 

interest me an s cor e was exh i bi ed y t he sa l e smen . Th e r e was 

a decid ed diff e r en c e in mean wa rdrob e s co r . and or gani za ­

tion a l membersh i p sco res wh n factory wor e rs e r e co mpa ed 

with the o t he r thre e gr oups . Usually th e youn e r man wa s 

found to be more in terested in clothin g and acc ep t ed curr e ,t 

fashion mor e readily than th e old e r man . ~en i t he hi ghes t 

income brac ket had the lo west mean clo thi g interest score . 

As income levels incr ease d th e nu m e r of a rdro be it ms i n­

creased. The greatest acce t a nce of new fashions ~a s exhi­

bited by the highest and lo we st inco me l eve l s . The mo re 

formal education that a partici pant had acqu ir ed the hig he r 

was his clothing int erest scor e , wardro be scor e an d acti vi­

ties score. As edu catio n decre ased, t he ardrobe scores de ­

creased. 
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Knowin g the rul es of fashion and ha vin g the ability to 

use good taste in adapting th em to his person a li ty pro duc es 

a well dressed man, accordin g to th e ed itor s of the Depa rtm nt 

Sto~ Econo mist (15). Marshal l (1 6 ) conduc ted a study wh i ch 

investig ate d le adership in me n's fas l ion among a sel ected 

group of 100 fraternity men betwe en the ages . of 18 and 25 

years. Each participant was requ ested to li st membe r s of t he 

fraternity that were consid e r ed Fa shion Leaders , Fashion In­

novators, and Fashion Infor ma tion Leade rs . Fas hion L ad rs 

were those members who wer e first to wea r the new est fash io ns ; 

Fashion Innovators were tho se who owned a nd ore a l a r ge nu m­

ber of articles of clo th i ng ; Fashion Inf ormation Leade r s we r e 

tt1ose who maint a in ed up to date kno wl edge and i nformat · o on 

fashi ons. A participant who wa s li sted l ess tha n fiv e i mes 

in any category was design ated as a on - Fas hion Leader , on ­

Fashion Innov ator or Non-F a shion Inf ormat ion Leade r. A pa rti­

cipation score was also co mp uted for ea c h participant accord­

ing to the number of organizations to which he belon ged and 

the number of offic es held. Results reve a l ed a positiv e re­

lationship bet wee n all three groupin gs. The Fashion Leade rs, 

Fashion Innovators and Fashion Infor ma tion Le ade rs part ici­

pated in more organizations, held more offic es and sp ent more 

money on clothing than did the non-fashion group . 

Curriculums in textiles and clothing are currently be­

ing revised to place greater emphasis on the social-
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psycholo g ical factors rel ated to cl o thing for al l ages . 

Ryan (22) de monstrated this trend by introducin new r e s ea rch 

methods and tech ni ques rel a ted to th social - sycho l ogic a l 

aspect of clothi ng wh ich wou ld add a new di me nsion to th e 

field of textiles and clothing for all age s both ma l e a nd 

fe ma le. The fact that the social or gan iz a tion had a di st inct 

rel ationship to pat t ern of dress was a l s o emp has i zed y 

Roach (21). 

Much has been said abo ut the r evolution in men ' s a nd 

boys' clothing of today . Herskowi t z (10) report ed th at 

Cassini was of the opinion that th f ashion r evolutio ~a s 

relat ed to the econo mic, polit i cal, a d soc i a l chang e s t a t 

are c~rrently ob served . Thi s a uthor furt he r stated th at Fox , 

a buyer of men's clothin g for e i ma - Ma rcus stores i n Texas, 

related that sellin g is now based on an emoti ona l app ea l to 

the individual. Nothing is really new in th e fashio s for 

men tod ay. Current fashions for me n gr at l y rese mble clot hes 

that were in fas hion in 1860 . According to Herskow i tz , 

Gordon pointed out that men lo ok more elegant today and the 

present day ma n wants to be notic ed . 

For more than 40 years , teen agers have been fas hion in­

novators accordin g to Head (9). Teenagers bobbed th e ir ha ir 

in the t we nties and learn ed t he Charl eston. In the t hi r ties 

the teenager lengt he ned her skirts and danced the Big App le. 
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Teen dep a rtments in s tores had th e ir beginnings in th e 

for t i es . Durin g the fifti es and sixties the Sloppy Look was 

inven ted~ fo 11 o ed by the Beat Lo ok, the od Loo , th e Che l­

s e a Look a nd in genera l th e teen ager was a def init e f sh ion 

influenc e everywh e re. He ad assert ed that boys as 11 as 

girls a re int erested in c l othin g and that be twe e n th ages 

of 12 an d 18 th e gr eatest i nt e r est in clothing is xhib "ted . 

Vener and Hoff er (2 ) coll ected data from 7 2 boys a nd 

girls enro lled i n the eighth , t enth, a nd tw l ft h grades of 

the Lans ing School sy stem in ord e r to et in e th e r l at io -

ships between clo th i ng awareness and d i fferences in s x , age ­

grad e stat us , soci a l cl ass status and r e l ated ar i abl es , an d 

self-co ncept . Boys and girls in the hi ghe r g ades expr ssed 

a fe e lin g of cl othing de priv tion l ess frequ en t l y han those 

in the lo wer grades . Socially co nf i de nt boys and girls 1h o 

belon ged to more organizat i ons ex hib it ed s ent i ents of clot h­

ing depri vat io n l ess fre quentl th an l ow pa rticipator s and 

those who we re not as socia ll y co nf i dent . oys with a lo \ 

awaren es s of clot hing sho wed a tend e ncy to wa rd att it udes of 

high c1ot hin g depr iva t i on . Sinc e no gro up d i fferenc s ere 

observ ed among the s tudents in res pe ct to clot hing a ~arene ss 

the evidenc e indicate d t ha t by early adolesc e nce the indi ­

vidual has been made co ns cious of clo thing in social l ife . 

The researchers su ggested that by the ti me the youth had 

reached t he twelfth grad e , approv ed rules related to dre s s 

behavior had beco me habitua l. 
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Da rrin ( 3 ) s ated hat a stu y of clothin g ould serve 

to in t rod uce or st engthen co1c e ts of ec ono mics at every 

gr ade l e ve l i n schoo l . He a l so suggested hat not j ust 

s t y l e, bu t h i story , econo mics and many otl e factors i nf l u-

en c e t he c l o thes an indi vidua l wears . 

0 B ~.J E C T I V E S 

The s pe c if i c ob j ecti ves of this study were : 

1) To determ i ne tie degr e of c l o hing inte est 
of teenag e boys i a juni or and seni r hi gh 
s c hool i a to wn of 3 , 000 population locat d 
in No r th Cen t r a l T xas . 

2) To det r mi e th e r e l at. ion sh i s t ha may exist 
be t ie cr. clothin g int rest a1d reading le v 1 
c u 111 u 1 t i v e a cad ern ·j c g de a v c ·age f o t· L he 
pr ev i ous semester at d x··. curricula act i v i ­
t i es of the pa r tici :)nts . 



C HAPT~R I I 

P L A N 0 F P R 0 C E 0 U R E 

Th e samp l e s e l ecte d fo r t hi s study consi sted of 125 

t eena ge boys c urr en+ l y e nr oll ed i n and ttendi g grades i ght 

t hrou gh t we lv e i n a junior and s nior hi gh sch ol l ocat ed in 

North Ce nt ra l Tex as . Ea ch c l ass was des i gnated as a r ef r­

enee gr oup . The s amp l e was a l s o cl assified accord i g to age 

grou pin gs. The town had a op ul atio of 3 , 000 . Tfr me.: u­

facturers of l eath e r goods e r e l oc ate d i n t hi s o th Ce tra l 

Texa s to wn ; a l ar ge numbe r of t he fa milies ere s up crt'"'"d ' y 

empl oyment at t hese fa c tor i es . Li mi t eu agr i cu l ur an 

ranchi ng ac t i v i t i e s er e a l s o vid nt . 

Th e partici pants i n t his s t udy re in atten anc at 

the school durin g th e se mes t e r i mmed i ate l y r ce in g the ti me 

the data we r e coll e c t ed . Each bo y 1a s a r egu l ar stu dent n­

rolled i n th e normal nu m er of c our se s fo r hi s cl ass ifi cat i on , 

and all we r e re s i dents of the to wn or su rr ou d i ng a r ea . 

A questi onna i r e wa s de ve l ope d t o ob ta i pe rso nal i n­

for mati on and to deter mine t he de gr ee of clo th i ng i nte r es t of 

teenag e bo y s i n t he j unio r an d senio r hi gh sc hool s. The 

questio nna ire wa s adm in is tered to s tu den ts pr esent i n r egu ­

larly sc hedul ed Engli s h cl as s es on a parti cul ar da y . The 

1 6 



English class es were select ed on the reco mme ndation of t he 

high school principal in order tha t th ques tionnaire be 

administe red to all participants on th e same day . 

In the develop me nt of the questionnaire , perso ns \ o 

were clos e ly associated with thes e boys and e r e qua li f i ed 

to give an opinion about th em wer e consult ed . his gr oup 

1 7 

was co mposed of high school t each rs , scho ol pri cip l s , 

counsel ors , clot hing ret a ilers a nd a 1e nt s of t ee nage oys . 

Content s of th e questionn a ire wer e discus sed r e l at iv to 

suitabl e questions which would o t c in a va li d meas ur e of 

clothing inter est . 

A personal data sh et des i g ed by th e inv est i ato was 

used to obtain infor mat ion r egard i g th su j ec t's ag , 

classification in sch ool , extracurricular ac tiviti e s and 

honors. This sh eet con~.- a ined a li s t of t 'e xistin g stud nt 

organizations. ~embe rs h ip in an organization and offic e if 

held were indic ate d by each participant. The organiz d 

sports provided by the school were listed and in dividua l 

sport participation as designat ed by each memb er of the 

sample population. The honors awarded ach year to the male 

students of the sc hoo ls were list ed and ~ere to be chec ed 

in a like manne r. One point wa s recorded for each honor 

award and for each activity in wh ich the student participated. 
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The per manent records in the school office e r e used 

to obtain . the cu mu l ative gr ade av e ra ge for the st udent 1 s wor 

co mpl e ted during the pre viou s s emes ter . The r ecords al s o 

provid ed the re a din g s cor e as etermi ned by th e Sc i e nc e .B__~ ­

search As soc i ates Mu lti-l evel Achi evement Test hich had bee n 

a d m i n i s t e \" e d t o t h e e i g h t h a n d n i n t h g r a d e s , a n d t I I o w a 

Test Qi_ Education a l Deve l op me nt administered to th e tenth , 

eleventh, a nd tw e l fth grade s . Th e scor es r ef l ct ed th e er­

centile Ra tings of the in d ivi dua l. 

T h e d e s i g n o f 11T h e C l o t h i n g I n t r s t I n v e n to r y 11 w s 

divided into thre e division s consisting of a t I , Part II , 

and Part III. Part I was co mp osed of 10 i nf r ma tion so rces 

which ma y be used when plannin g the wardro be or p rc as i g 

clothing. There were three establ i shed ratin g catego ri es -­

Usually, Someti mes , or Ne ve r. Va l ues (0 to 2) w rea s si gned 

to the three categori es for co mputation a l pur poses . A ota l 

score of 20 was possible for Part I of the in vento r y . 

Part II consist ed of a l ist of 20 it ems of cl ot hin g 

which was consider ed an adequate\ ardrobe for a teena a e oy . 

Each boy was request ed to c he c k t hose items of clothin g on 

the list which he owned and ore. A va l ue of one wa s al l ot -

ted to each item of clot hin g on t he l ist . ma xi mum scor e 

of 20 points was possible for Part II of the ~~cloth in g 

I n t ere s t I n v en tory . 11 
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The fin al division consist ed of a gro up of 20 state­

ments concernin g the attit ud e of the participant to ward 

situ ations r ega rdin g the i mportar ce pl aced on clothin in th e 

life of the in d ividu a l. The participants ere in structed to 

check one of the ratin g cate gori es-- Fa l se , 4ost ly Fals , 

M o s t ·1 y T r u e , o r T r u . . V a 1 u s r a n g i n g a 1 o g a c o n t i u u f r o m 

agre eme nt to disagr eement wer e assig ned to the four cat go ri es ; 

t h e s e v a 1 u e s vJ e r e t h r e e , t w o , o n e a n d z e r o r e s p c t i v e 1 . T h e 

high est scor e obtaina bl e for Par t II was 60 points . Individ­

ual Clo th in g Intere st Scores coul d r a ng e from 0 to 10 0 . 

The ''P ersonal Oat She e t 11 and the ~~clo th in g Int eres 

Inventory 11 fo llo w. 



Name 

Age 

P E R S 0 N A L D A T A S H E E T 

Grade classi f ic at i on 

20 

----------------------------------------

Check the foll owin g or gan iz at io ns to wh i ch you be l ong and 

specify any offices he l d . 

Organiz ati on 

Class ------

Annual staff 

Arrowh ead s taff 

Band 

Future Farme rs 

Library Club 

Mu Alph a Thet a 

Science Club 

Student Council 

Other (Specify ) 

Memb r Off i ce ( Spe c i f y ) 

Check t he followin g sports in wh ic h you pa r t ici pate . 

Footb a ll ____________ _ 

Basketball __________ _ 

Baseball __________ _ 

Tr ac 

Golf ----------------
Ten nis ---------------
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Chec k th e hon ors you hav e r ecei ved . 

Best Loo kin g in Class -------

Class Favori te ----------------------
F H A Be au --------------------------
Mos t At hleti c i n Cl ass -------

M r . Schoo ·1 S p i r ·j t ______________ _ 

National Hono r Soc i ety -------
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C L 0 T H I N G I N T E R E S T T 0 R Y 

PA RT I 

Check the col umn which best describ s how often you use 

followin g sourc es of info r mation when l a nnin g your wa rdro e 

or purc has ing clot hin g. 

Source of Info rmation Ueqr ee of Us e 
Usually Somet i mes Ne ver 

Magazines 

Newsp a pers 

Radio programs 

Televi sion pro grams 

l~ i ndo w and st ore dis pl ays 

Sa les peop le i n stores 

Infor ma tion on l abe ls 

Comments fro m fr i ends 

~I] hat ot he rs ar e wearin g 

Co mment s of fa mily members 

PA RT I I 

Check the items of clot hin g wh ic h you own a nd wear . 

1. Overcoat or all purpo se co a t ____ _ 

2. Heavy jacket ____ _ 

3. Light weight jacket ____ _ 
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4. Suit (dress) 

5·. Sports j a cket 

6 . Trouser s (dt ess or casu a l) 

7. Levis) J e a ns or Covera ll s 

8 . T-shir ts (kni t ) 

9 . Sport shirts 

10 . Dress shirts 

1 1 . Pullov e r s eater 

1 2. Cardig an sweater 

13 . Sneakers 

14. Street or dr es s s oes 

1 5. Walkin g sh ort s 

1 6. White s ocks ---

1 7 . Color ed soc ks to ma tch clo th in g 

18 . Belts ( dr ess ) 

1 9. Belts (sp ort ) 

20. Ties 

PART III 

Check t he appropriat e bl ank at the ri h t ha t best des cri es 

your feeling about the follo win g statements . 

Check True if you always agree v i t h th e statement . 

Check Mostly True if you agree mo st of t he ti me but not a 1 "ay s . 

Check 1 ostl~ False if you agr ee a s ma 11 part of t e ti me on 1 1 • 

Check False if you do not agree wit h the state e t at a 11 . 



Assumi ng t hat you ag r ee wi th th e 

statement in th e ex amp l e a l way s , 

the answ e r i s true . 

Example: 0. Bo y s shou l d we a r 
ties to c hur c h . 

1. It is very i mpo r tant for a 
boy to be we ll dr essed t 
all ti me s. 

2. If I do not have the ri ght 
clot he s I woul d rather not 
go to a s pe ci a l f un cti o . 

3. Being we ll dr essed i s essen ­
tial to he l p boys esta l ish 
a plac e for the mse l ves . 

4. I would r a t her spend man y 
on clot he s than on other 
i te ms suc h as records , books , 
or entertain me nt . 

5. A person who i s in the ub l ic 
eye shoul d e co nscio us of 
his clothin g appearan ce . 

6. Import a nt peo pl e may be 
reco gnized by the clot hes 
they we a r. 

7. On a first mee ti ng wi th an ­
oth er person, clo th i ng is th e 
first thin g I not ic e . 

8. A discussion of clothin g i s 
interesting. 

9. I am self-consci ous in t he 
presence of so me on e ho m I 
consi der to be better 
dressed than I. 

10. I notice wh e ther or not 
other people a re dress ed 
suitably for a n occasi on . 

24 

True 1ost l y 1ost l y F l s e 
Tru e False 

/ 

----



11. Newsp aper , r adi o a nd tel e ­
visio n ac coun ts of what men 
and boys are wea ring a r e 
int erest ·i ng. 

12. Bein g we ll dress ed is more 
impor tant t ha n co mf ort . 

13. Boys who have nic e c l oth es 
ar e mor e likel y to b 
popul ar . 

14. A well dressed speaker c om ­
mands greate r r espec t fro m 
the audien c e . 

15. I li ke to be on e of the est 
dress _d in th e group . 

16. I giv e some hou ght to my 
clot hing appearance eve n at 
h o rn e \'J h e n I d o n o t x p e c t 
visito rs . 

17. I enjoy s hopp i ng for cl othing . 

18. I co nsider the poss i bili ty of 
differ ent co mb in at ions of a 
garment with other it ems in 
my wardrobe when mak in g a ne w 
purc hase . 

19. It is as i mpo r tant t o match 
accessories suc h as belt s , 
socks and t ies as it is to 
match shil ts and pants . 

20. White soc ks ar e not appro­
priat e to be worn with all 
colors or on all occasio ns. 

25 

Tru e I ostly ostly Fa se 
Tru e Fa lse 

= 



CH APTER III 

P R E S E N T A T I 0 N A N D A A L Y S I S 
--------~~~~ 

0 F U A T A 

A 11 Person a l Data Sheet" to obta in e l so na l in f r m tio 

and a 11 C 1 o t hi n g I n ter es t In v e 1 tory" to de t e m i n e t e e g r e e 

of clo thing in tere5t e r e ad 1 · · ste r ed to 1 2~ oys in a 

junior and senior hi gh school . Th eda a e r e a lyz ed stat i s 

tically to dete r mine th signifi cant d if fe ces i c l oth · g 

inter est and t he rela t i on shi ps th at may x i st et~e n c l otl­

i n g i n t e r e s t a n d s p e c i f i e d f a c t o t' s . A c l o t h i n g i n e e s t 

scor e , an a c ad en i c gr ade scor e , a r ad i g l vel scor and an 

extracurricul a r activi t i es scor e e r e obtai cd o a c part i-

cip an t. The reading scor s and th e academic scor s we r e 

taken fro m the permanent r ecords in th e admi istrati e off ic e 

of the sc hools . Partici pants were gr ou ed accordi g to gr ade 

level and a ge l e vel. The s e gr oups were us ed to dete mi e 

signific an t differenc s bet~een th e me · scores of the a ove 

groups. The analysis of va ri ance as us e to det e r mine t he 

F-ratio for t he variou s g rou ps . hen results of t he c om ut a -

tions reveale d a si gnifi cant di fference at t he . 05 or . 0 1 

lev e l the t-t est wa s a plie d to the mean scores of the gr ou s 

to determine the exact pl a ce of the difference . 

26 
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CLOTH ING I NTERE ST 

The cl oth i ng in te res t s cor es we r e de termi ned for each 

participant based on a possibl e sco r e of 100 . Sc ores were 

grouped at 10 point int e rv a l s for the i fferent g a e a nd age 

lev e ls. Tab l e I show s th e pe r c entag e distri ut i on of the 

s c o r e s f o r t h e f i v e g a d e l e v e 1 s . I n d i v ·j d u a 1 s c o e s f o l" t I 

participants ranged f rom 21 to 86 \"' it h 9 pe r-c nt of t1e 

tot a l scores occurrin g ithin a r ange fro m t o 7 0 ~" i c h 1 a s 

cons i der ed a verage . This r a nge i nc l ud ed : 36 er c nt of 

gr'ade 12, 68 per cent of grad ll, 4 p ... r ce n of g a e 10 

52 per c e nt of grade 9 a nd 4 pe r cen t of grade 8 r es ctively . 

Abov e average clothin g in te r st as not ed for 2 . 4 p cent 

o f a l 1 p a r t i c i p a n t s w h o s e s c o r e s vJ e r e a o e 8 0 , w h i l 2 0 p r 

c e nt scored below 50 hic h in dicat ed e l ow average i e r st 

in clothing. The l east spr ead in c l othin g interest scor es 

was found in grade 12 hic h r a nged fr o 41 to 80. G ades 8 

and 9 we re th e only gr ad es to s c ore above 80 . 

A co mpar ison of the clot hi g int er est man sco es fo r 

the five grad e lev e ls reveal ed lit t l e d iffe r e ce i n cl ot hin g 

interest as sho wn belo w. 

Grade Level Stan da d 
Groups umber ea n Sc ore De i ation 

12 25 62.60 1 0 . l 
1 1 25 57.96 1 1 . 7 
1 0 25 55 . 88 14.5 

9 25 62 . 08 l 3 . 7 
8 25 58 . 00 l 3 . 



TA
BL

E 
I 

PE
RC

EN
TA

G
E 

D
IS

TR
I

BU
TI

O
N

 O
F 

PA
R

T
IC

IP
AN

T
S'

 
CL

OT
H

IN
G

 I
NT

E
RE

ST
 

SC
O

RE
S 

FO
R 

F
IV

E
 G

RA
D

E
 L

E
V

EL
S 

G
ra

de
 

L
ev

el
 

Sc
o

re
s 

21
-3

 0
 

31
-4

0 
41

-
50

 
51

-
60

 
61

 -
7 

0 
71

-8
0 

81
 -

91
 

1 

G
r

ad
e 

1
2 

I 
I 

I 
N

 =
 2 

5 
1 

6 
32

 
1 6

 
36

 

G
ra

de
 

1
1 

N
=2

5 
4 

4 
1 

2 
44

 
24

 
1 

2 

G
ra

de
 

10
 

N
=2

5 
8 

1 
2 

4 
32

 
32

 
1 

2 

G
ra

de
 

9 
N

=2
5 

8 
8 

28
 

24
 

I 
24

 
8 

G
ra

d
e 

8 
N

=2
5 

8 
1 6

 
32

 
32

 
8 

4 

T
o

ta
l 

N
 =

 
12

5 
4 

4
.8

 
1 

1 
. 2

 
33

.6
 

25
.6

 
18

.4
 

2
. 4

 
l 

-
-

91
-

10
0 

N
 

0
0

 



29 

Gr ade 12 rank ed hi ghest in clothing interest, grad e 9 

Seco nd, g r ade 8 third, and gr ade 11 fourt h . The l owest mea n 

scor e in cl ot hin g in terest for th e fiv e grades was th at fo r 

grade 10 which indic ated l e ss in terest in c l othing than was 

exhibit ed by t he oth e r four gr ades . 

Th e ana l ys i s of va ri ance was emp l oyed to d t e r mi a y 

signific ant dif fer ences betvJ ee n c l othi g it teres fo r tl1e 

five gr ades . By the use of the F-test computat i on yi0 l ded 

an F-ratio va l ue of 2 . 64 wh en th e clotl ing intc es t scar s 

for the f iv e grad e l ~ v e l s were co mpared . A signif i nt dif­

ferenc e exi sted at the . 0 5 l e ve l (T ab l e II ) . Sine th e rob­

ability was establish e d at a l eve l gr e te r than 5 . 0 perc t , 

t he riec ess i ty for a pplyin g t he t test o determi e the l oca ­

tion of the d iffer e nce was i nd ic ate . A s li ght sign i f i cance 

of di f f ere nc e was found i n t he comparison of grade 10 to 

grades 9 a nd 12 as illu str ate d i n Ta l e Ill and as show 

belo w. 

O=p <. 10 

Grades Compa red 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

t 

9 1 0 l l 1 2 

0 

0 
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TAB LE III 

SI GNI FIC AN T DIFFERENCES BET ~EEN PARTICIPAN TS ' CLOTHI NG 

INT ER EST SCO RES FOR FIVE GRADE LEVELS 

31 

Gr ade Lev el s Comp are d t-va1u 0 a i1i ty 

8 - 9 1 . 1 2 n . 

8 - 1 0 . 58 . s . 

8 - 1 1 . 01 . s . 

8 - 1 2 1 . 2 n . s . 

9 - 1 0 1 . 7 0 . 1 0 

9 - 1 1 1 . 1 3 n . s . 

9 - 1 2 . 1 4 . s . 

1 0 - 1 1 7 n . s . 

1 0 - 1 2 1 . 84 . 1 0 

1 1 - 1 2 l . 2 7 n . s . 
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Th e r elat io nships between age and clothin g in ter est fo r 

t h e s i x a g e 1 e v e 1 s o f t h e 1 2 5 t e e n a g e b o y s i n t h e s a rn p 1 e we r e 

i n v e s t ·j g a t e d . T h e a g e s o f t i1 e p a r t i c i p a n t s r a n g e d f r om 1 3 

Y e a Y' s to 1 8 y e a r s . T h e I a r g e s t n u m b e r o f p a r t i c i a n t s v1 a s 

16 years of age and th e small est number was 13 yea rs of a~-.. . 

The ol der student s wer e i n th e hig her gr ades ; t c youn gc · 

student s we r e in th e lo we r grad es . C oth ·i ng inter )st sc0 r e s 

of the l argest nu mber of the 13 y ea o l d parti cipants v re 

between 61 and 70. Seventy s even per ce nt s ored a ov e 50 . 

Only th e 14 ye ar old grou had 9 . 0 per c e t to sco a 01~ 

80 which i nd ic ated a very hi gh int e r est in cloth · g . fo 

of t hi s group s cor d be l o 1 4 0 . Th e m j or i t.Y s cor d c t \ "") c 

5 1 a n d 7 0 . M o s t w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e s c r e s t ... c 1 o t 11 · n g i n -

ter est were foun d a1. on g the yea old grou Four pe ce t 

scor ed above 80 a nd 8 . 0 per cent scored between 21 a d 30 . 

About on e - th ird scor ed bet v.;een 1 and 70 , 1h i c as t 

large st nu mber in a ny 10 oint r ang of scores . In t he 16 

year old group , al mos t one - ha l f sc ored between and 60 and 

about one-fo urth scor ed etween 1 a d 70 . These scor s in -

dic ated an avera ge int erest in cl othin g . wenty one per 

cent scor ed in th e l ow intere st r ange . Th e 17 year ol d group 

produc ed n1 ore scor es bet\ een 71 an d 80 t ha n in any o her 10 

po i nt range . The nex t lar gest nu mbe r of sco e s fo t his 

orouo were betw een 5 1 and 0 wh ic h is in icati e f an aver-
,J • 

age interest in clot hing . The sma ll est range of scor es ·a s 
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obs erved for the 18 year old group. All scor s were etwee n 

41 and BO . with th e greatest nu mber betwee and 60 . Almost 

one-half of this group scor ed abov e 60 (T ab l e I ) . The mea n 

scores for the groups are sho wn below . 

Age Leve l St a nd r d 
Groups Number Mean Score viation ------

18 years 1 5 6 2 . 1 3 8 . 1 
l 7 ye ars 26 59 . 65 1 9 . 9 
l 6 ye a r s 28 55 . 71 10 . 8 
l 5 years 25 59 . 20 1 . 9 
l 4 ye a rs 22 62 . 00 1 1 . 5 
l 3 years 9 58 . 7 14 . 3 

No sign if ic ant dif feren c es were f ound et e c l othin g i -

t e r e s t a n d a g e w h e n t h e F - r a t i o t s t \·J a s u t i 1 i z e d ( T a b 1 V ) . 

Howev er th e F-ratio valu e reve a l ed a s i gn i ficant differ ence 

in clothing int erest bet ween the grade l evels ~h ich itdic ted 

that the grade in school exe r ted a greater in f lu nee on 

clo thing inte rest than did the age of the participant (T ab l e 

II). This was in accord with the findings of ener ( 26) . 

REAUI G LE VEL 

Reading scores for the five grade l evels reveale a 

higher me an scor e for grade 8 tha n for a l l other grades . The 

descending rank order of t he other four grade le els ~ere as 

follo ws : grade 9, grade 12 , gr ade 11 and grade 10 . Grades 

9, 10, 11 and 12 were very cl osely related in the reading 
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scores as s ho wn bel ow . How e ver , a greate r deg r ee of differ­

ence was observed betwee n grade 8 and the nex t grade in a nk , 

grade 9. 

Gr ade Standard 
Lev e l s Numb er Mean Score Deviation ---

1 2 25 51 . 08 28 . 2 
1 1 25 50 . 40 25 . 7 
1 0 25 48 . 1 2 28 . 0 

9 25 53 . 40 28 . 
8 25 . 4 . 5 2 . 2 

When th e a na l ysis of va ri anc e was applied to her ad i g 

scores for the fiv e gra de l eve l s no si gnific ant d i ff enc 

was not ed (T a ble VI). 

Th e me an re ad i ng sc ores for th e s ix age groups r a ge d 

from 44 to 72. The highest mean score was oted fo r t he 13 

year old gro up. The l owest mea n scor e was obs er ved for the 

16 ye C'. r old grou p . A decre ase i n th e mea n scor s as o s erv ed 

from the 13 year old gr oup to th e 16 year o l d group ; but , 

there was an incre ase fro m the 16 year old gro up to the 1 

year old group. 

Age Level Standard 
Grou~ umber ea n Sco r e e ia tion 

18 years l 5 54 . 40 28 . 1 
1 7 years 26 45 . GO 25 . 9 
1 6 ye a rs 28 44 . 64 63 . 
1 5 ye a rs 25 59 . 36 24 . 5 

14 yea r·s 22 60 . 00 27. 8 

13 years 9 7 2 . 1 1 21 . 6 
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Statistic a l ana l yses of r eadin g l eve ls for the six ag e gro u s 

were not s i gn i ficantly differ ent (Tab l e I I) . This para ll e ls 

the findin gs wh en r ead in g scor es 1ere compared acco r d· ng to 

grade levels. 

J\ C A U E i~ I C G R A 0 E S 

A n a c a d e m i c g r a d e s c o r e f o r e a c h p a r t i c i p a n t "' a s s e c u e d 

by adding a 11 of hi s academ ic grad es for th e viou s en _ste 

and co mputing a n a verage . Th e mean scores for a ll gr d 

levels were clo se l y re l ated as sh o n e l ow . 

Grade St a rd ard 
Lev e l I~ umbe r Mea n Sea e 0 vi t · on ------

1 2 25 80 . 84 7 . 2 
1 l 25 7 . 96 7 . 1 
10 25 78 . 80 . 6 

9 25 7 7 . l 2 6 . 9 
8 25 82 . 36 7 . 8 

Grade 8 ranked highest acad em icall y wh il e grade 12 ra e 

second, grade 10 third, gra de 9 four th and gr de ll fifth . 

Differences bet wee n t he grade l e vel s were not si gn ific a t 

(Table VIII). 

Academic average mean sc ores appeared to be cl ose l 

related at the first obs ervat i on of the age l eve l groups . 

The highest mean score was calcul ated for t he 13 ear o d 

group wh ose me an score wa s 85.59. The lo est mean scor e 1as 
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75.54 and was rec ord ed for th e 16 y e ar old group . The other 

four grou ps had me a n scor e s r angin g from 78 . 14 to 81. 31 as 

follows. 

Age Leve l Standard 
Grou2_2_ Nu mber r~ ea n Score Deviation -------

18 years 1 5 79 . 80 6 . 5 
1 7 ye ar s 26 79 . 4 . 0 
1 6 years 28 75 . 54 8 . 3 
1 5 yea r s 25 7 8 . 14 8 . 
14 years 22 81 . 3 1 7 . 6 
13 years 9 8 . 59 5 . 

Results of th e F-r at i o test rev aled a highly signi f i ­

c a n t d i f f e r e n c e a t t h e . 0 l 1 e v e 1 \v h e n t h e a c a d 1 i c s c o s o f 

the six age levels we re c ompa r ed (Table IX ) . The t-t st J s 

then applied to de t erm i ne t he ages at which th d i ffe ces 

occurred. The gr eate st d i fferenc e ( at p< . 001) was found e­

tween the 13 and 16 yea r ol ds . A s i gn i ficant d i ffer ce at 

the .01 level wa s found bet we e n t he 14 and 16 yea r o l ds . The 

differences between the 13 year ol d gro u a d the 15 and 17 

year old groups were si gnific ant a t th e . 05 l eve l . d i ffer -

ence at the . 10 level was found to ex ist etwee t he 18 year 

old group and the 16 and 13 year ol d grou ps (T ab l e X) . 1-

though this was below the a cc epted si gnifi can c e level of 



TA
BL

E 
IX

 

SU
MM

AR
Y 

OF
 

TH
E 

A
N

A
LY

SI
S 

OF
 

VA
R

IA
NC

E 
OF

 P
A

R
TI

C
IP

A
NT

S
' 

AC
AD

EM
IC

 

SC
O

RE
S 

FO
R 

SI
X

 
A

GE
 

LE
VE

LS
 

S
o

u
rc

e 
o

f 
V

ar
ia

n
ce

 
d

f 
Su

m
 o

f 
S

q
u

ar
es

 
I 

M
ea

n 
S

q
u

ar
es

 

Be
tw

e
en

 
gr

o
up

s 
5 

9
40

.6
0 

18
8

.1
2 

W
it

hi
n

 
gr

ou
ps

 
11

 9
 

6
,9

54
.2

0 
5

8
.4

4
 

To
ta

l 
1 

2 
4 

7
,8

94
.8

0 

* 
p<

.O
l 

F
 * 

3
.2

2 

.+
:;:.

 
N

 



43 

TA BLE X 

SIGNIFIC ANT DIFFER ENCES BET WEEN PAR TICIPANTS 1 ACA EMIC 

GRAD E SCO RE S FOR SI X AG E LEV LS 

AsJe Le ve ls Co mpared t- valu e Prob ability 

1 3 - 1 4 1 . 4 2 n . s . 

1 3 - l 5 2 . 51 . 05 

1 3 - 1 6 3 . 43 . 001 

13 - 1 7 2 . 05 . 0 

13 - 1 8 1 . 80 . 10 

1 4 - . , 5 1 . 4 2 n . s . 

14 - 1 6 2 . 65 . 01 

14 - 1 7 . 75 n . s . 

14 - 18 . 58 n . s . 

1 5 - 1 6 1 . 24 n . s . 

1 5 - 1 7 . 70 . s . 

1 5 - 18 . 66 n . s . 

16 - 1 7 1 . 97 . s . 

1 6 18 1 . 7 5 . 1 0 -

1 7 18 . 96 n . s . -



.05 an affinit y was ev i denced as show n in the diagr am be ­

low. 

Age 

0 = 
* = 

Gr ou ps Compar ed 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

1 7 
p < . 1 0 
p<.0 5 

+ 
X 

14 15 16 17 18 

I * 

= p<. Ol 
= p<. OO l 

X 

+ 

0 

0 

--

EXT RACU RRI CULAR AC TJVJTI S 

44 

The mean scor e s f or extracurricul ar act ivi i s fo ea h 

of the five grade lev e l s we r e co mpi l ed . T esu l ts r ev a l ed 

a wide span of scores. Gr ade 12 had a mean score of we ll 

above the other four gr ade l evels . Grades 8 and 11 an ed 

second and third with ve r y cl ose l y r e l ated sco r es . G ades 9 

and 10 received the t wo lo we s t s cores as ma y e see belo1 . 

Grade 
Level Nu mbe r ean Score 
---

12 25 6 . 98 3. 9 
1 1 25 4. 08 2. 8 
1 0 25 3. 56 l . 8 

9 25 3. 24 l . 2 
8 25 4. 1 6 1 . 3 
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Sta t i s tic al analysis of t he sc or es for extrac ur ri cul ar act· i­

ties f or the five grade l e ve l s r e vealed 1 ighly s i gn i ficant 

diff e r e nc es at t he p< . Ol l e ve l (T able XI ). Th ' s value signi­

fied t he need for the app lic atio n of the t-test to the results 

of t he var i ance r at io i n ord e r to pinp oint where the d iff r­

ence s occu rred. A co mpa ris on of each gr ade }ev l o a ll 

other grad e l evels rev ea l ed highl y s i gn ific a t d iff r nces 

in four of th e com pa ri sons . A highly sigt i fica nt diff e c 

at p<.OOl wa s noted b tween grad 12 a d the oth four gr ad 

1 eve l s . No s i g n i f i cant d i f fer en c e was f o u d i n c 0111 a r i so ns 

bet we en the other gr ades (T able XI I ) . A summa y fol ovs . 

Gr ad es 

8 

9 

1 u 

1 l 

+ = p< . Ol 

9 

I 

Extracurricul a r ac tivity 

10 11 12 

+ 

+ 

+ 

'-

scores e e ca lcul at 

each of th e six age groups . The 18 ye a r old gro p 

highest mean score. Second i n ran k 'tl it h a m a scor 

v1a s the l 7 year ol d gro up . The t hird highest score 

fo 

ad he 

of . 9 

of 7 
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TABL E XII 

SIGNI FICANT DIFFE REN CES BET WEEN PAR TICIPANTS' SCORES 

OF PARTICIP ATION IN EXTRACU RICULAR ACTIVITIES 

FO R FIVE GRADE LEVELS 

47 

~ _ Grade Lev e ls Comp a red t-value Probabi l i t _x 
...;= 

8 - 9 1 . 26 n . s . 

8 - 1 0 . 82 . s . 

8 - 1 1 . 1 l . s . 

8 - 1 2 3.80 . 01 

9 - 1 0 . 44 n . s . 

9 - 1 1 l . l 5 n . s . 

9 - 1 2 5 . l 0 . 01 

1 0 - l 1 .71 n.s . 

1 0 - l 2 4 . 66 . 01 

1 1 - 1 2 3 . 95 . 01 
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was reg iste red by th e 13 year old grou . A 3 . 11 mean score , 

the l owest of a ll, was ca lc ul ated for th e 16 yea r old group . 

The average for the six age gr oups was 4 . 37 . 

Stan ard 
f2sj_e_ L e v e 1 s Number M an Score eviation 

18 ye ars l 5 6 . 27 . 4 
l 7 ye ars 26 . 9 . 3 . 
l 6 ye ars 28 3 . l l 1 . 4 
l 5 ye ars 25 3 . 40 1 . 
l 4 ye ars 22 3 . 77 l . l 
13 ye ars 9 4. 7 l . 3 

A si gnificant difference betw een the scores was o t d 

through the appl ic a ti on of th e F-test to results of he a a l y­

sis of variance (T ab l e XIII) . Thi s s i gnif i c nee i ndicated 

the desirability of app l y in g the t- est . In co par is o s of 

the age groups one with another, the findings showed no sig -

n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e b e t \v e e n t h e 1 3 y a o l d g r o u p a n d 1 1 

other groups. No si gnificant differ en c e was o ser ed he 

the 14 year old group was co mpared to th e 15 and 16 year old 

gr oups . A significan t differenc e at th e . 01 lev e l sulted 

fr om the comparison of the 14 year old g oup it l th 17 and 

18 year old groups . The 15 year old group ·as not si gnif i­

cantly different fro m the 16 year old group ; but a sig ifi­

cant difference was found when this grou p ·a s co pa red to the 

17 and 18 year old group. A highly signi ficant difference 
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was detect ed between the 16 year old group and the 17 and 18 

year old groups . Th e 17 year o ld group was not s i gnificantly 

dif ferent fro m the 18 year ol d group (T ab le XIV) . A summary 

follows be l ow . 

Age groups Compar ed 14 15 16 17 18 

+ = 

X = 

l 3 I 
1 4 

p<.Ol 1 5 

p<.OOl 1 6 

l 7 

CLOTHI NG INTE REST SCORE S COi PA ED 

TO OTH ER VARIA BLES 

+ + 

X X 

X X 

-

After each of the vari ables were ana l yz d indivi ually 

and results were t abu l ated , the question whether the C othing 

Interest score wa s r e l a ted to the other three ar i ab l es e -

mained to be answer ed . Si nce th e va ri a les had een scored 

numerically and were dee med nor ma ll y d istri ut ed , t he method 

of the product moment _wa s used to deter mine t he association 

of Clothing Interest scores with eith er of th e other t hree 

variable scores. 
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TABLE XIV 

SIGNI FI CANT DIFFERENCES BET WEE N PARTICI PA NTS ' 

EXT RACURRICUL AR ACTIV I TY SCORES 

FOR SIX AGE LEVELS 

Age Lev e ls Co mpared t-valuc Probability 

13 - 14 ye ars . 87 . s . 

13 - 1 5 ye ars 1 . 23 . s . 

1 3 - 1 6 years 1 . 45 n . s . 

1 3 - 1 7 years 1 . 27 . s . 

1 3 - 18 years 1 . 44 . s . 

14 - 1 5 years . 48 . s . 

14 - 1 6 year s . 88 . s . 

14 - 1 7 year s 2 . 87 . 01 

1 4 - 18 years 2 . 84 . 01 

1 5 - 1 6 y ears . 40 n . s . 

1 5 - 1 7 years 3 . 47 . 001 

1 5 - 18 y ears 3 . 34 . 0 1 

1 6 - 1 7 y ears 3 . 98 . 001 

1 6 - 18 y ea r s 3 . 75 . 001 

1 7 - 18 years . 36 n . s . 



CLO THI NG IN TER EST SCORES COMPARED TO 

ACADEMIC GR ADE SCORES 

:J2 

The Clot hin g Int erest sco re was paired with the Aca 

demic Grade scor e for each subject. Each of the five gr des 

was conside red as a group and th e coeff ici nt of cor 1 t io 

was co mputed for each group . The to tal sample population 

was also appraise d as one to determine an ov r 11 cor 1ation 

(Table XV). Re su l ts of t he product moment carr lation of 

C 1 o t h i n g I n t e r e s t s c o r e s a n d A c a d e 111 i c G r a d s c o r e s s h o VI d 

significant relatio nship fo r grade lev 1 12 . A pos iti c 

value for the correl at i on co efficient was de rived indic ating 

that a hi gh Clothin g Int erest score was (ssoci atc d ill a 

h i g h -A c a d em i c G r a d e s c o r e f o r g r a d e 1 2 . N o s i g :1 i f i c a r t r e 1 -

tionship between Clot hing Inter est sco1es and Acad~mic G de 

scores was reve aled for th e other grades . How eve a osi­

tive relationship was observed for four of the five g r ~de 

levels. Only grade 11 sho wed a negative r elationship . hen 

the Clothing Interest sco res and the Acade mic Grade scores 

for all grade levels er e c ombin ed and the coe ff ici ent of 

c o r r e 1 a t i o n w a s c om p u t e d , t h e v a 1 u e ,., a s n o t s i g n i f i c n t u t 

was located in the positive r ange . The re sults oi e a ­

ward a tendency for high Clot hin g Inte est scores o ar allel 

high Academic Grade scor es . This was i n a cor · i h findi gs 

of Kiebler (13). 
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CLOT HI NG INTERES T SCORES COMPARED 

~ REA DIN G SCORES 

5 

Co mputation of the co efficient of correlation for the 

Clothin g Inter est scores an d t he Reading scores rev ea l ed a 

signific ant valu e for grade 11 . The coefficient of cor l a ­

tion for grades 11, 10, a nd 8 result ed in a negative va lu e 

which su ggested th at high Cloth ing Interest sco~es 

lated to lo w Readi ng scores . Critic a l va lu es of the oeff i ­

cient of corr e l at i on for grad es 9 and 1 2 r evea l ed n si ni f i-

cance but high Cl othing Int erest scores wer ssoc i at.d with 

high Readin g sco res in th e two grades . /hen the to numb r 

of subjects were evalu ated as one grou t he v lu c of t e 

coeffici e nt corr e l ation rev ea l ed no s i gn i ficant rel at i onshi 

between Clothing Int e rest sc ores and R .ad i g see r s . 

CLOT HI NG INTE REST SCO RES CO MPARE TO 

EXT RACUR RICULAR SCORES 

The correl ation va lu es for Clothi g Int res sc ot s and 

Extracurricular sco res provid ed so me i nterestin g esults . 

All grades rec ei ved corr e l at i on val ues in the os i i e rang e 

although only t wo grad e s affir med a signific ance . The a lu es 

for the coefficient of cor relati on obta in e for grades 11 

and 12 approached a valu e of plus one mo r e cl ose l y an 

grades g and 10 which sig nified a ten d cy to ·a a cl ose r 

relationship of the t wo vari ab les as the su bjects gai ed more 



educ at ion and bec ame old e r. Grade 8 showed a closer rela­

tionship between Clo thing Int ere st and Extracurricul r Ac­

tiviti e s than grades 9 and 1 0. The appraisa l of the total 

sample po pulat io n as a who l e disclosed a s ignificant relation­

ship between Clot hing Interest scores and Extracurricular 

Activities sc ores . Th e rel ationships noted bet~ce Clot i g 

Interest an d Extrac urricular Activities a nd Acad n1 ic Achie c­

ment is in accord wi th findin gs of Hami ·1 ton (8), i cher ( ) 

Morgan (17), Kiebler (13), and Vener (26). 



CH APTER IV 

S U ~~1 M A R Y A N 0 C 0 C L U S I 0 t S --- ·----

The purpos e of this study was to inv estigat th cloth­

; n g i n t e r e s t o f t e e n a g e b o y s a n d t h e r e 1 a t ·j o n s h · s b t v e n 

clothin g in te r e s t , reading l e vel, academic gr de av .. rage a 

partic ·ipa.t ·ion i n extracurricul ar activities . In otd ~ to 

measure the clothin g i nterest a clothing in t rest v n o y 

was devis ed and ad mini s ter ed to 125 teen · ge oys n all d 

grades 8 th rou gh 1 2 of a publi c school in a town of 3 , 0 0 

population locat ed in North Centr al Texas . Th 

regular students enrolle d i n the nor ma l urn er of clas ~ es for 

their classific ation in th e s chool. Pe so al in format i on 

concerning age, cl ass ific a tion, extracur icula activi ies 

and honors was secured fro m the "Per sonal Data She t . " The 

reading score and th e acade mic grade score for each a tic· ­

pant were obtained fro m the per ma nent records in the school 

office. 

A clothing interest sc ore , a re ading l e scor e , an 

academic grade score and an extracurric ula act i iti s sec e 

were ca lculated for each member of the sa 111 l e . Pa tici an ... s 

were grouped accordin g to grade lev e l and ge le e l . 

56 
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t ach of th e vari a bl es wa s considered i ndiv i dua l ly for 

a l l g r o u p s b e f o r e a n y a t t em p t \'J a s m a d e t o d e t e r m i n e a r e 1 a -

tionship bet we en variables. The grade l e ve l scores rev ea l ed 

t h a t m o r e t h a n t \AJ o - t h i r d s o f t h e s a m p l e o t a i n e d s c o r e s t h a t 

showed an averag e int e rest in cl otl1 i ng while abo ut one -f ifth 

displayed below a ver ag e i nt e r e s t i n c lothing . Differ e nces 

in c ·lotll·i ng int ere s t betwe n t he grade l e ve l s a s v ry s l ight . 

I si gnif ic a nt diff e r ce was pin po i nted bet ee n grad s 9 a n 

10 and between gra des 10 a nd 12. No si gnific a nt differ e ce 

was determined when the s amp l e 1as co mpared accord i ng tl age 

grou ps. 

Compa ri sons of th e re a din g scores r e vea l ed no si gnifi 

cant di fferences amon g th e su bje c ts whether grouped a cord-

in g to grade or a ge l e ve l. he n th e co rr e l at ion of ea in g 

sco res to clot hing int erest sc or es was perfor me d no si g ifi ­

cant relationship resu l ted exc e t wi th in gr ade 11 . 

Grade l eve l comp arisons of th e academ i c gr ade scores 

reve a l ed no significant diff e r e nc e ut hen com a r ed accord ­

ing to age level groups a s i gnific an ce at a hi ghe r l e 

th a n . 01 wa s ascertained . A signi f ic a t d iff e en c e was oted 

for co mpar iso ns between t he 13 year old gr oup a nd all o her 

groups with t he ex ce ptio of the 14 ye a r o l d grou p . Fi ndings 

also di · closed a si gn ific a nt diff e r en ce be een t e 16 ye 

old grou p and 14 year old group , an d bet ee n t he 1 6 yea ol d 
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group and th e 18 year old gr ou p . The hi ghe r academic grades 

accomp a ni ed the hi gher clo t hi ng interest scores . 

Score s obt a in ed for gr ad e 12 rela t ive to participatiott 

i n e x t r a c u r r i c u 1 a r a c t i v i t i e s vJ ere m u c h h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e f o r 

a n y o t h e r· g r a d e . T h e b o y s s c o r e d p r o g l" e s s i v e l y h i g h e r o n 

extr acurric u l a r pa r t i c i pat io n as age i ncreased . Grad pl ac e ­

ment of the i ndividu a l ass erted mo "e in f lu ence on his clo tl­

in g interest than di d t he age f a c t or . The greatest diffcr · nc e 

in a cademic grade s core s wa s not d wi t h·i n the 16 y ar ol ' 

g r o u p Y.J h ·i c h c o r r e s p o n d e d c 1 o s e l y t o t h e s c o l" e s o f g ... a d e l 0 

w h i c h s h o vJ e d t h e g r e a t e s t d i f f e r e n c e i n c l o t h i n g i t e r c s t . 

As a ge in c re ased ext r acurricu l a r act ' vi t i s a tici~ a ­

tion inc rea sed a s di d the cl othing i e r est . A s i gnific a n 

relati onship wa s e stab lis hed e wee n extracurricular acti 

ti es pa r t icip a tio n an d clot hin g interest . Th s findin gs 

app ear ed to agree wi t h Ham il ton and arden (8 ) i n thei r fi d­

in gs th at hi gher par t icip a ti on in ext r acurricular acti 'ties 

wa s a ss ociat ed i th a c cep t a l e cl ot in g eha ior . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h i s s t u d y a e f i n i t e t r e n d t o ·1 a d g r e a t c r 

in terest in cl othi 1 g am on g t eena e boys wa s evi d nt . The 

associat io n of hi gh ex tr acurr icula r and high ac demi c sco es 

to hi gh cl o t hin g in te rest s cores f or a s s an ti a l mber of 

t he su bject s agre e s wi th res ult s of si mi l ar inves i gati ors 

(8 , 13, 16, 26 ). 



B I B L I 0 G R A P H Y 

1. Bo nd, E. L . , J r . 11 The Ch anging Consumer. 11 Dep a.rtr.1 e n 
S to ~ E c o n o m i s t , V o l . 2 8 , N o . l 0 ( 0 c to b e r , l Y 6 l-:-

2. Cha mbe rs, E. G. 
Ca mbr i dg e : 

St at i stica l Calculation for Beginners . 
Th e University Press , 1 952~ 

3 • D a r r i n , G a r n y L . 11 W h y W e W e a r \~1 h a t ~v e J a r ~J h e n ~· 
\~ e a r I t . 11 G r a d e T e a c h e r , V o l . 8 5 o . 6 ( F e lJ r u a r y 
19 68 ). 

4 . Do uty , He l en I . 11 In f l u e n c e of C l o t hi n g on Perc . p t ion of 
Persons . 11 Journ a l of Hom e Economic s , ol . S , o . 
3 (1 963 ). 

5. 11 DovJn ~l i th the Barr i ers in n s we u. r . 11 A 111 e r i can Fa b r i c s 
No. 7 5 ( Spring, 1967 ) . 

6 . E i c h e r , J o a n n e B u b o l z a n d r . L . i l l o n . _ o y s 1 C l o t 11 i n 
Confor mity and Ac .eptance . R sea ch ull -iir 22 , 
Agricul tural Experi 1 nt Station ,1ich i gan St , t 
Uni ver s·i y , East La sin g , ichigan Apr il 19 ,9 . 

7. Goure v itch , Vivian. Statistical ~ethods : 
So l v i ng pproach . aston : Al yn and 
l 96 5 . 

8. Hami l ton, Janice and Jessie \arden . 11 Th e Stu ent. 1
S ole 

i n a High School Co mm u ity an His Clo th i g e -
h a vi or . 11 J our n a 1 of Home E con om i c s o l . 58 o . 
10 ( Dece mber , 19 ). --

9. Head , Ed it h . How To Dress For Success . e Yo 
Rando m House ,--1967 . 

1 0 . H e r s o \·1 i t z , i c e y . 11 T o d a y 1 s 1 a n C a r e s b o u t C l o t h e s . 11 

1 1 • 

T h i s~ agazine (J ul y 27 , 1969) . 

o e l l , Jo hn lt . and 
Dub uqu , lo w : 

en . Go l d . 
illia n C. ro 

59 



60 

12. Huc kabay , Addie Laura . "The I mage of Ei g ht h Grad Home 
Economics for Boys and Gir l s as Reflected y Th ese 

·Studen sand Their Pa r ents . '' Unpublis hed ~aster ' s 
t hes is, Louis i ana St ate Univ ersity , 1962 . 

13. Kie bler , Carol yn Ann . '' elationships etwee 1 eviant 
Personality Traits and Clo th in g ehav ior of ale 
Ado.lescents Attendin g Jun c tion City Hi g School ." 
U n p u b l i s h e d ~1 a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , K a n s a s S t a t e U n i v e r -
sity, 1965 . 

14. Kols toe , Ralph H. Introduc tion to St a tisti s for the 
Beha ior a l Scien c es . Homewood , Illinois :--Th--
Dorsey Pr ss, 1969 . 

l 5 . " ~-1 a n o f F a s h i o n . 11 ~r t m e n t S t o ~~ e c o n o m i s t , V o 1 . 2 8 , 
No. 10 ( October, 1965) . 

l 6 . ~1 a r s h a l l , E i l e e n . " L e a d e s h i p i n ~ e n ' s Fa s h i o n A s s o c i a t e d 
W'th S ci a l Chara t ris t ic s fo r a Group of ra te -
nity Men .' ' Un published Master ' s t hes i s e rn sy l -
v ania State Univ ersity , 19 64 . 

1 7 . r~ organ , Ma r g aret Houze . '' C l o t hi n g P r a ct i c s as Ex p r c sse d 
by Se l ected Group of Adolesc e nt Boys . '' Ut ~u 1 · si1 d 
Ma ster's th e s i s , Univ ersity of Tenn essee 9G~ . 

1 8 . Paul , r\1 a r gar e t f(a the r i n e . 11 A Com pa ri son of C l o t hi n g 
Inte rest and Related Clothin g In f lu ences mong 
J u n i o r i g h S c h o o l B o y s . '' U n p u l i s h e d r-1 a s t e r ' s 
th es i s , Ohio State Universi y , 1965 . 

19. Rosencranz, ary Lo u. "A Study of Int erest in Clothin g 
Among Sel ected Grou ps of r arried an Un ma rri ed 
y o u n g W o m e n . '' U n p u b l i s h e d a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , r·1 i c h i -
gan Stat e Co l lege, 1948 . 

20. Rosencranz, 1ary Lou. ''Clothin g Sy mbolis m. '' Journ a l 
of Home Econo mics, Vol . 54 (Janu a ry, 1962) . 
---

21. Roach, Mary Ellen and Joanne Bu bolz Eicher . 0 ess , 
Ad orn ment, and the Social Order . e ~ York : oh n 
vJiley and Sons ,Inc ., 19 65 . 

2 2. Ryan , Ma r· y Sha w . C l o t hi n g : !l Stud y .i.Q. 
New Yor k : Holt , Rineha rt and i ston , 



61 

2 3 . Sh a rp , E 1 i z a bet h Susan . ''De v e 1 o p rn e n t of a C 1 o t hi n g 
Interest and Importanc e Scale . Un publ i shed 
Maste r's thes is, The Ohio St ate Univer s ity , 1963 . 

2 4 . S no \;..J , Ja net B 1 a i r . '' C 1 o t hi n g Int erest i n R e 1 at ion to 
Sp e c i f i e d Soc i o- E con om i c Fact ors of r~ en i Four 
S e 1 e c t e d 0 c c u p a t i o n s . '' U n p u b 1 i s h e d !1 u s t e r ' s t h e s i s , 
Texas Woman ' s Univ ers i ty , 1969 . 

2 5 . S tot e , Do rot h.,. . Me n To o vJ ear C 1 o the s . 
J. B. Li pp incottCompany ,-1 95~ 

e Yor k : 

26. Ve ner , Arth ur ~ . a nd Ch a rles R. Hoff e r . Ado l escent 
0 r i entati on s !_Q_ C 1 o t hi n g . Technic a 1 u 11 e tln2 7 0 . 
Ag\ i cul tural xp e ri ment Station, Department of 
Sociol ogy and Anth apolo gy , ichi gan State Univ r-
s i ty , E as t La n s i n g , M i c h i g an , Ma rch , 1 9 59 . 

27. ~' illi ams , Made l y n C. a nd Joann e Bu bo lz i cher . ''Teen -
a ger s Appearance and Soci a 1 Accep ance . 11 Jourr 1 
of Hom e Econo mic s , Vol . 58 , ro . 6 (l 9G ) . -




