
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY PROFILES OF BLACKS IN 

SOUTHWEST MISSISSIPPI 

A DISSERTATION 

SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

IN THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THE 

TEXAS WOMAN'S UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, 

AND RECREATION 

BY 

ROSE MARIE BO~-JERS CHEW, B . S . , M. Ed • 

DENTON I TEXAS 

AUGUST, 1982 



The Graduate School 

Texas Woman's University 
Denton, Texas 

April 12, 82 ___________________________ 19 __ _ 

We hereby recommend that the dissertation _________________________ prepared under 

Rose Marie Bo.w:ers ·chew 
our supervision by ------------------------------------

entitled _R_e_c_r_e_a_t_i_o_n_a_l_A_c_t_i_v_l_· t__:y=--_P_r_o_f __ i_l_e_s_o_f_B_l--a_c_k_s __ l_· n ____ _ 

Southwest Mississippi 

be accepted as fulfilling this part of the requirements for the Degree of 

of Philosophy 

Doctor 

Dissertation/Theses signature page is here. 

To protect individuals we have covered their signatures. 



DEDICATION 

Dedicated to my husband, Mark, and my children, 

Shelly, Marcus, and Ronaldlyn, for their loyal support 

and prayers throughout my educational endeavors. 

iii 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The writer wishes to express sincere gratitude to 

Dr. Jean Tague, who served as director of this disserta

tion, for her professional direction throughout the study. 

Her interest was supportive and encouraging. 

To the committee, Dr. Jane Mott, Dr. Bert Lyle, 

Dr. Joseph Fearing, and Dr. Jacquelyn Vaughan, whose sug

gestions were most helpful and shall always be appreciated. 

The writer also wishes to express appreciation to the 

administrators and clients of the Alcorn State University 

Cooperative Extension Program in Mississippi for the 

administration of the questionnaire and making this study 

a possible reality. 

To Dr. Marilyn Hinson whose suggestions were most 

helpful and shall always be appreciated. 

iv 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

DEDICATION . • • . . . . . . iii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. iv 

LIST OF TABLES • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vii 

Chapter 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

v. 

INTRODUCTION. • . . • • 

Purpose of the Study. • •. 
Statement of the Problem. . . . . • • . 
Research Question • • • . . . • • • • . • . 
Definitions and/or Explanation 

of Terms. . • . • • • . . . • • • . . . . 
Limitations of the Study. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE. • • . . 

Sociological Variables and 
Leisure Activity Choices. 

PROCEDURES. . 

1 

2 
3 
3 

4 
6 

8 

8 

28 

Preliminary Procedures. . . . • . • • . 28 
Selection of the Subjects . • . . • . . 29 
Selection of the Instrument • . • • 29 
Development of the Questionnaire. • . . . . 29 
Collection of Data. • • • . . • . • • • . . 31 
Treatment of the Data • • . • • . • • • 31 
Preparation of Final Written Report • 32 

ANALYSIS-AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA • 

Description of the Subjects • 
Sociological Profiles . 
Recreational Activity 

Category Profiles • • • . . 

SUMMARY, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS, AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDIES • . . . . 

Summary . . . 
Conclusion. 

. . . . . . 

v 

. . . . . . 

33 

33 
40 

52 

56 

56 
60 



Discussion. • . . . . • . • • . 
Recommendations for Future Studies. 

APPENDICES 

A. Pilot Study • 

B. Cover Letters and Questionnaire • 

REFERENCES 

vi 

60 
61 

63 

72 

79 



LIST OF TABLES 

Table 

1. Sex of the Respondents • . . . . . . 
2. Marital Status . • 

3. Educational Level ••• . . . 
4. Age of the Respondents 

5. Automobile Ownership • . . . . . . . . . . . 
6. Annual Income. 

7. Occupation • • 

8. Community Types. 

9. Differences Between Sex and Recreational 

34 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

Activity Categories. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 42 

10. Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of 
Differences Between Marital Status 
Categories by Recreational Activity 
Category • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

11. Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of 
Differences Between Educational Status 
Categories by Recreational Activity 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Category • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • 

Kruskal-Wal1is Analysis of Variance of 
Differences Between AGe Categories by 
Recreational Activity Category • • • • 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of 
Differences Between Automobile Cate
gories by Recreational Activity Category 

Kruskal-Wa1lis Analysis of Variance of 
Differences Between Income Categories by 
Recreational Activity Category • . • • • 

vii 

43 

44 

46 

. . . . 47 

48 



Table 

15. Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of 
Differences Between Occupational 
Categories by Recreational Activity 
Category • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • 50 

16. Mann-Whitney U Analyses of Differences 
Between Community Categories and · 
Recreational Activity Category • • • • 

viii 

53 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The community occupies a strategic position in the 

development and promotion of recreational opportunities for 

adults. Most communities are involved in a recreational 

program of some type. However, there appears to be little 

attention given in many communities to the needs of the 

Black-adult (~tein & Sessoms, 1977). 

Organized recreational services have been extremely 

limited for the nonwhite population. In fact, it was not 

until the sixties that the recreation profession began to 

take a special interest in meeting the needs of the non

white population (Kraus, 1971). The allocation of millions 

of federal dollars to antipoverty programs and the urban 

rioting o~ the late ~ixties and early seventies caused com

munities to put forth a concentrated effort to try to 

improve servi~es to ~he citizens of minority groups 

(Graham & Klar, 1979). 

The massive input of tax dollars, resulting in ex

panded programs and park facilities during the sixties and 

seventies, often failed to match the needs or expectations 

of the intended nonwhite minority group consumers. As a 

result, facilities and programs expected to serve hundreds 
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of citizens were used by comparatively few or not at all 

(Stein & Sessoms, 1977). 

Kraus (1977) pointed out that in working with minori

ties certain social factors continue to influence patterns 

of participation. "Economics, education, residence, and 

cultural background play an important role in determining 

needs and interests and the kinds of program services that 

are appropriate" (p. 303). 

2 

Other authors writing about this problem have stated 

that if park and recreation administrators are to learn 

from the experiences of the sixties and seventies, it would 

seem that they must cease the indiscriminate delivery of 

programs and construction of facilities as an approach to 

serving nonwhite minorities. New emphases must be placed 

on trying to investigate factors which help determine the 

recreational interests of and the programs that would be 

most suitable for nonwhites (Stein & Sessoms, 1977, p. 353). 

It is hoped that this study of recreational activities 

profiles based on selected sociological variables of Blacks 

in Southwest Mississippi, will provide some basic informa

tion in this area. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to identify a recrea

tional activities profile of a Black adult population in 

Southwest Mississippi. 



.-

3 

Statement of the Problem 

The problem selected for study was to identify recrea

tional activities profiles for selected Black adults resid

ing in Southwest Mississippi. Data were collected during 

the fall of 1980 from clients served by the Alcorn State 

Cooperative Extension Program. The subjects were 261 men 

and women, ages 18 to 45, who resided in one of the follow

ing Southwest Mississippi counties: Adams, Amite, Copiah, 

Claiborne, Hinds, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Pike, 

Simps on, ~·7arren, ~val thall, and Wilkinson. 

Subjects were asked to declare their age, sex, family 

make-up, religion, marital status, and community types. 

They were also asked to complete a Recreational Activities 

questionnaire adapted from the McKechnie Leisure Activities 

Blank Assessment Instrument. Upon the basis of the find

ings the investigator drew conclusions with respect to the 

Recreational Activities Profiles of selected Blacks in 

Southwest Mississippi. 

Research Question 

The following research problem was investigated: 

Recreational activities profiles of selected 

Blacks in Southwest Mississippi can be iden

tified by the questionnaire method. 
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Definitions and/or Explanation of Terms 

For the purpose of clarification, the following defi-

nitions and/or explanations were established for use 

throughout the study. 

Recreation Activities: Activities or experiences 

voluntarily engaged in either because of the immediate 

satisfaction to be derived from them or because of someper-

sonal or social values to be achieved by them (McKechnie, 

1974). Activities investigated in this study included: 

1. Mechanics--auto repairing, pool, boxing, camping, 

fishing and wrestling. 

2. Intellectual--acting, chess, civic organization, 

reading and writing poetry and stories. 

3. Slow Living--dancing, driving, gardening, taking 

pictures, and writing letters. ' 

4. Neighborhood Sports--badminton, bicycling, check-

ers, golf and kite flying. 

5. Crafts--ceramics, cooking and baking, folk dane-

ing, needlework, and sewing. 

6. Glamour Sports--archery, boating, ice skating, 

swimming, and waterskiing. 

Sociological Variables: Social relationships within 

a community. The variables studied were: 

1. Family make-up refers to who heads the household. 

. 
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2. Religion--refers to the denomination to which an 

individual belongs. 

3. Marital Status--refers to whether a person is 

single, married, divorced, separated, or widowed. 

4. Resident--refers to whether a person is native 

born, only living in the state, not native born, living in 

the state for less than five years. 

5. Educational level--refers to status less than high 

school graduate, high school graduate, college student, or 

college graduate. 

6. Automobile--refers to whether a person owns none, 

one, two, or three automobiles. 

7. Family Income--refers to whether it is below 

~6,000; $6,000-$9,000; $10,000-$14,000; $15,000-$19,000; or 

$20,000 and above. 

8. Welfare Status--refers to whether a person re-

ceives public assistance. 

9. Housing--refers to whether a person rents, owns, 

or boards in his domicile. 

10. Occupation--refers to the principal means one has 

for earning a living. 

11. Community Types: Urban--refers to an area with a 

density population of 2,500 or more inhabitants; Rural, 

non-farm--refers to an area with a density population of 

2,000 or less inhabitants; Rural, farm--refers to an area 
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with a density population of 2,000 or less inhabitants with 

closely linked agricultural occupation and individual farms 

of 10 or more acres. 

Adult Population--refers to anyone 18 years of age or 

older. 

Recreational Facilities--refers to areas or buildings 

where persons participate in recreational activities. 

Cooperative Extension Program--refers to a federally 

funded program designea to meet the needs of low-income 

rural residents with limited resources. The program cur

rently operates in 13 southwest Mississippi counties. 

Program Assistant--a full-time hourly worker \vho 

serves as mediator between the specialist and the client 

in the dissemination of current information and prescribed 

practices. 

Clients--the persons served by the Cooperative Exten

sion Program. 

Limitations of the Study 

The study was subject to the following limitations: 

1. The Black adults who were clients of the Alcorn 

State University Cooperative Extension program in South

west Mississippi. 

2. The cooperation of the program assistant in the 

Extension Program at Alcorn State University. 



3. The extent to which the subjects were representa

tive of the population from which they were drawn. 

7 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

There exists an abundance of published materials con-

cerned with determining the status of recreational programs 

and facilities and the leisure needs of Blacks. There is, 

however, very little research concerned with the relation-

ship between recreational activities and sociological 

variables of Black adults. 

The review of literature presented below is limited to 

selected studies which were of assistance to the investi-

gator. Focus was directed to general studies concerning 

sociological variables which effect leisure activity 

choices and specific studies describing the recreational 

activity patterns of Black adults. 

Sociological Variables and Leisure 
ActJ. vi ty· Cho·ices 

The following studies are representative of the types 

of investigations which have been conducted concerning 

leisure activities and sociological variables. The socio-

logical variables utilized in these studies included corn-

munity types, class structure, socio-economic factors, 

occupation, age, and a combination of demographic variables. 

Community Types. Knopp (1972) conducted a study 

in order to identify the environmental determinants of 

8 
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recreational behavior. The sample consisted of approxi

mately two-thirds of the 41,000 residents living in Winona 

County, Minnesota. Two populations were selected for com

parison: (a) the adult males who were employed and lived 

in urban areas, and (b) the adult males who were employed 

and lived in rural areas. A significant third group, the 

rural non-farm population, was distinguished by means of 

the information collected during the interviews. The 

hypothesis of Knopp's investigation predicted that, as a 

group, the adult males living in an urban area would value, 

relatively highly, those elements of th~ outdoor environ

ment which were lacking in their nonleisure environment. A 

sample was drawn from the general population. The respon

dents were interviewed in a non-recreational situation and 

asked to report on their overall recreational behavior 

rather than a specific experience. 

It was assumed that both populations were nearly equal 

in their knowledge of and access to the available recrea

tional programs and facilities. This assumption was tested 

by the interview schedule. A list of 17,place names, rang

ing from well known to obscure, was utilized to measure the 

respondents' familiarity with the recreational facilities 

of Winona County. Each respondent was asked to indicate 

the places with which he was familiar. All of the sub

jects resided within one-half hour's driving time of the 
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recreational facilities listed on the interview schedule. 

One section of the interview schedule dealt with character

istics of the home and work environment. The respondents 

were asked to indicate their percept1on of both environ

ments along the dimensions of crowding, job superv1sion, 

var1ety of work tasks, and general satisfaction. 

The main booy of the interview examined the individ

ual's recreational behavior from a number of different 

perspect1ves. A list of activities was utilized to focus 

the respondent's attention on leisure pursuits. The sub

jects were then asked to indicate the importance of 10 

statements, each of which represented a value associated 

with outdoor recreation. A scale of 1 to 10 was provided. 

The question was put thus: "After reading· all ten state

ments, how would you rate each of them as a motivation or 

reason for your participation in outdoor recreation in 

Winona County" (p. 14}? 

The next step in the investigation was to determine 

relationships between home and work environment and those 

elements which were sought in outdoor recreation. The 

author concluded that the social dimension of the non

leisure environment was an important determinant of which 

elements were sought by the subjects in recreation. The 

rural farm group tended to value the opportunity for social 

interaction more highly than did the urban group. Urban 



11 

residents and those rural residents whose jobs entailed a 

great deal of contact with other people placed higher value 

on solitude. 

The amount of job supervision had an important influ

ence on the value of freedom associated with outdoor rec

reation. There were indications that lack of freedom in 

the job situation may increase the value of freedom in the 

outdoor recreation experience. 

The rural nonfarm sample ranked midway between the 

other two groups in five of the 10 items representing ele

ments which distinguish the rural and urban environments, 

e.g., solitude, freedom, and property. A specific measure 

of the non-leisure environment was related to the value 

placed on a specific function of the outdoor recreational 

experience. In the majority of cases the data tended to 

support the original hypothesis that individuals tend to 

seek elements in the outdoor environment which are lacking 

in their non-leisure environment. 

Bollman, Moxley, and Elliott (1975) investigated the 

use of nonwork time by families with children living in a 

rural area of the Midwest. It was hypothesized that six 

factors: resource level, family size, geographic mobility, 

and employment status of the mother effect the leisure 

activities engaged in by families with children. The four 

categories of leisure activities were: in the home, 
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activities participated in with the relatives, activities 

participated in with friends and neighbors, and participa

tion in activities sponsored by voluntary organizations. 

The subjects were 155 rural nonfarm families, chosen 

by random sample from towns with 1,000 to 2,500 population 

in a midwestern state. An eligible respondent was defined 

as being the "mothering" head of a family with one or more 

children 18 years of age or younger living in the home. 

Data were collected by home interviews from 1970 to 1972. 

Each respondent was interviewed in her home by a trained 

researcher. Data from 90%'of the eligible respondents were 

utilized in the study. 

Bollman et al. concluded that families with children 

living in rural areas vary in their use of nonwork time. 

The authors found that factors such as absence or presence 

of preschool children could be used to describe where, 

when, and with whom families spend their nonwork time. The 

investigators were able to identify nonwork activities 

among participant families by indicating whether or not 

they had preschool children. 

The data suggested that individuals in families with 

preschool children tended not to participate in events out

side the horne. The presence of preschool children was a 

greater inhibitor to community participation than the lack 

of financial resources. 
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Class Structure. White (1955-56) investigated "Social 

Class Differences in the Use of Leisure." The thesis of 

this investigation was that the use of leisure is a func

tion of class position and that the differentiation 

increases with age up to maturity. 

The study included a random sample of families in 

Cuyahoga County, Ohio. The subjects were representative as 

to income, education, racial composition, occupation, and 

the age distribution of the population of that county. The 

households contained 1,741 persons over six years 6f age. 

Nine principal categories were used: leisure spent in 

(a) parks and playgrounds, (b) group-work agencies financed 

by the community chest, (c) church, (d) museums, (e) librar

ies; (f) at home, (g) ethnic groups, and (h) in commercial 

amusements. Thirty-one choices, divided among the nine 

categories, were included in the questionnaire. 

In addition to information on what people did in their 

leisure during the week preceding the interview, informa

tion on the occupation of the head of the family, the 

sources of family income, and the type of residential 

neighborhood was obtained. The data were categorized in 

four socioeconomic groups: upper middle, lower middle, 

upper lower, and lower lower. 

Chi-square tests were performed to determine the dif

ferences between observation and expectancy for the male 
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and female subjects. This was accomplished by comparing 

the upper middle pattern with the pattern of each of the 

other socio-economic groups, then the lower middle with the 

upper lower and with lo\ver lower and finally the upper 

lower with the lower lower. A significant difference was 

found in one pair of patterns: the lower middle and lower 

lower of the younger age group. The inference was that 

children and adolescents were less aware of or habituated 

to socio-economic class behavior than those 18 years of 

age and older. 

For the six patterns, the chi-square increased con

sistently with the spread between the two classes being 

compared. "The data demonstrate a clear tendency toward 

divergence in the use of leisure among the classes for 

males and considerable evidence of such among the females" 

(White, p. 147). 

Comparisons of specific patterns in the use of leisure 

were made first for the younger gorup of the sample, that 

is, ages 6 to 17, by sex. The patterns for these young 

people were somewhat irregular. The upper middle-class 

boys utilized the phonograph, radio, television, reading 

materials and movies more than the boys of any other social 

class. The same tendency existed for females except in the 

case of television. This form of entertainment or educa

tion was used with approximately the same frequency among 
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females in all social classes. The lower middle class boys 

tended to use leisure in the same way except that they used 

the school library more than did boys of the upper lower 

and lower lower classes. Differences were much less marked 

among females of all classes. 

Leisure activities among adults eighteen years of age 

or older were found to be a function of social class. 

Leisure participation for men from all classes was more 

prevalent in the areas of home games, reading, theater 

attendance, and frequenting a tavern. The participation 

patterns for females were less clear. On an average, time 

given to various forms of leisure by upper lower class 

children was almost the same as for upper middle class 

children. However, upper lower class children had approxi

mately three hours more leisure during the four day inter

view period than did those of the upper middle class. 

It is clear that the tendency to choose reading as a 

leisure activity on the grounds of membership in a particu

lar social class begins in adolescence and becomes more 

pronounced in maturity. As people grow older and more 

accustomed to the lifestyle of a particular socio-economic 

class, they tend to choose leisure activities which are 

popular with that class. Class differences are reflected 

by young people but are not fixed until maturity. 



16 

Socio-economic Status. Reich {1966) investigated the 

influence of certain socio-economic factors upon attitudes 

toward and participation in community recreation services 

in two similar Pennsylvania communities with populations 

of approximately twenty thousand people. The two communi

ties selected were Chambersburg and Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

The sample consisted of 150 households from each community, 

randomly drawn from sampling frames constructed to repre

sent the two community populations. The representativeness 

of the community samples was tested by comparing the income 

distributions reported in the 1960 census. Each sample 

appeared to be reasonably respresentative of the community 

upon which it was based. 

The data were obtained by interviewing the female or 

male head of the household, preferably the female. All 

interviews were conducted by the investigator from November 

of 1963 through February of 1964. An interview

questionnaire was constructed to aid in the collection of 

the data which included information on the recreational 

participation of household members; the attitudes of the 

household heads toward community recreation services; and 

the social, economic, and environmental background of the 

families in the study. 

The data for each community were analyzed separately 

and then compared. First, a chi-square test was performed 



17 

to determine whether household participation and certain 

attitudes toward community recreation were significantly 

related to six socio-economic factors. Second, coefficients 

of contingency were computed from the statistically signifi

cant chi-square values as an indication of the degree of 

relationship. Third, the percentage of households that 

expressed either travel distances or fees as a hindrance to 

participation were computed and reported as an indication 

of the effects these two factors had on limiting program 

attendance and or use of community recreational facilities. 

The investigator found that the household unit was a 

useful measure of participation in recreational activities 

and that in general, social and economic conditions did 

have a bearing on recreational participation. In addition, 

the number of different activities participated in by the 

individual were influenced more by socio-economic factors 

than were the number of days of participation within a 

period of one year. 

Occupation. London and Larsen (1964) attempted to 

assess three major phenomena relating to teachers' use of 

leisure. The three phenomena included: the range of rec

reational activities in which teachers engage and the fre

quency with which they engage in leisure pursuits; the 

degree of participation in various categories of activities, 
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e.g., crafts, commercial, and spectator, and the relation

ship between the teacher's participation in leisure activi

ties and the leisure preference of those teachers. 

One hundred and twenty-one students attending a summer 

session class at Teachers College, Columbia University 

acted as subjects for the study. The subjects were 74 

females (61%) and 45 males (39%). The median age was 34 

years; 51 of the individuals were married. 

The subjects for the study resided in 33 states 

located in every geographic region of the United States. 

The persons all held bachelor's degrees and, at the time of 

the study, were studying for advanced degrees in Education. 

A pre-test questionnaire was administered to the sub

jects as a group: the instrument surveying 54 leisure 

activities. The subjects were instructed to indicate the 

activities in which they participated and the frequency of 

that participation. They were then instructed to rank the 

five activities they liked most, and the five liked least 

among those in which they engaged. The largest number of 

responses on any one questionnaire was 44. No respondent 

participated in fewer than nine activities. 

Responses were.categorized as "routine" if they were 

engaged in once a week or more often and as "non-routine" 

if participation was less than weekly. The average number 
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of routine activities participated in by the subjects was 

11.8; the average number of non-routine activities was 

13.6. Routine participation in some spectator activities 

was reported by 95% of the respondents, while 59% reported 

participating in some crafts activity non-routinely. The 

"most popular" activities tended to be passive, solitary, 

and of a spectator nature. The "least popular" activities 

tended to be characterized as active, manipulative or 

creative. 

The leisure activities most frequently reported as 

"liked most" were essentially passive and recreational. The 

activities "least liked" were of a nonrecreational nature, 

such as personal correspondence, participation in the 

activities of professional organizations, and attendance 

at lectures and forums. 

The investigators found that the leisure time usage 

of teachers included activities of both a recreational and 

obligatory nature. "The predominant recreational mode of 

teachers seems not simply passive, but rather uninvolved, 

that is, requiring little preparation, initiative, or 

responsibility for its pursuit" (p. 544). 

The majority of recreational activities pursued by the 

teachers appeared to be oriented toward "taking it easy" 

both physically and mentally. The authors concluded that 
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"these activities serve to relieve the individual of the 

pressures, complications, and responsibilities of ordinary 

life and to allow him to participate vicariously in accom

plishments which are realistically available" (p. 543). 

Cunningham, Montoye, Metzner and Keller (1970) con

ducted a study in order to determine the relationships 

between occupational groups and participation in active 

leisure pursuits. The sample consisted of 1,648 employed 

men ranging in age from 16 to 69 years. The subjects were 

residents of Tecumsek, Michigan and the immediate surround

ing area. 

Data for the study were collected during the years 

1962 to 1965. A questionnaire was designed to elicit in

formation on the subject's degree of involvement in physi

cal activity during the preceding year. The questionnaire 

was administered to all males 16 years of age and over who 

were not attending school. 

A chi-square analysis of the relationship of occupa

tional group to leisure participation was made using age 

as the variable for the comparison of the groups. 

The investigators found little or no relationship 

between participation in active leisure pursuits and occu

pational grouping using age as the variable. The one 

exception was golf. In this activity the differences were 
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significant in the age groups of 30 to 39 and 40 to 49. 

The professional and technical occupation classifications 

had the highest percentage of participation in golf in the 

16 to 39 year old group. The white collar occupations, 

ages 40 to 49 years, had higher percentages of participa

tion in this sport than did the combined blue collar occu

pations. The data on five other activities indicated 

significant relationships at one or two age ranges but no 

consistent trends were observed. 

Age. Campbell (1969) conducted a study designed to 

measure certain configurations of the leisure behavior of 

four major age groups. An inventory to determine the fre

quency of participation in 70 commonly practiced leisure 

time and recreational activities was submitted to 120 males 

who had been randomly selected from the City Directory of 

Austin, Texas. The selection of subjects was confined to 

urban, adult males in order to increase the homogeneity of 

the sample. 

The subjects were asked to indicate the frequency of 

participation in each of the activities listed on the in

ventory. The levels of response were assigned arbitrary 

weights on a seven-point continuum with 0 for the response 

of "never" and 6 points for the response "at least 3 times 

each week." The responses were subjected to a multiple 
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discriminate analysis procedure to determine whether the 

groups could be distinguished from each other on the basis 

of the entire profile. 

The data demonstrated that a significant discrimina

tion between the four age groups existed. The investiga

tion supported the hypothesis that "a man's leisure time 

activities change as he advances in years." Campbell 

concluded that older men tended to curtail their involve

ment in activities that required physical stamina, endur

ance, or quick reaction time. 

Multiple Demographic Variables. McKechnie (1974) 

correlated results of the 121 item Leisure Activities Blank 

with the demographic variables of age, sex, and income and 

with the scores on the ninescales of the Environmental 

Response Inventory (ERI). The Environmental Response In

ventory, a personality instrument designed to assess 

environmental disposition included the following scales: 

Pastoralism, Urbanism, Environmental Adaption, Stimulus 

Seeking, Environmental Trust, Antiquarianism, Need Privacy, 

Mechanical Orientation, and Communality. The Leisure 

Activity Blank (LAB) was designed to elicit information 

on each subject's past involvement and intended future 

participation in leisure activities. Categories of activi

ties in the LAB were: Mechanics, Crafts, Intellectual, 

Slow Living, Neighborhood Sports, and Glamour Sports. 
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Data for the analyses were collected-as a part of a 

larger study of environmental life styles employing a stra

tified random sampling of the residents of Marin County, 

California. Because of the relative affluence and favored 

geography and climate of this locale, the data represented 

a population that was somewhat of a recreation ideal. Age, 

sex, and residence location quotas were employed in an 

effort to insure representativeness of the data. Two 

hundred and eighty-eight persons, 132 males and 156 females, 

completed the Leisure Activities Blank. 

The results of the 121 item Leisure Activities Blank 

were correlated with the demographic variables of age, sex, 

and income, and the scores on the nine scales of the 

Environmental Response Inventory. 

Correlation of the Leisure Activities Blank scales 

with the Environmental Response Inventory (ERI) were: 

The Mechanics factor correlated .49 with the Stimulus

Seeking scale of the ERI, .50 with Mechanical Orientation, 

and .31 with Environmental Trust. A high scorer was thus 

likely to be a rugged, mechanically-minded male, who enjoys 

the outdoors, working with his hands and getting away from 

home for periods of time. 

The Crafts factor correlated .36 with Antiquarianism 

and .58 with sex, female direction. A high scorer on Crafts 

tended to be a woman who enjoyed doing things at home. 
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The intellectual factor had a number of significant 

correlations which included .46 with Pastoralism, -.38 with 

Environmental Adaptation, .48 with Stimulus Seeking, .40 

with Environment Trust, and .38 with Antiquarianism. In

tellectual also correlated with an number of demographic 

variables. The high scorer on the Intellectual factor was 

from an educationally and economically privileged sector of 

society, enjoyed the natural environment and desired to 

preserve it, and devoted his leisure time to pursuing this 

and other worthwhile community goals. 

Slow Living correlated -.23 with percent of free time 

spent indoors, .20 with commute distance, .23 with occupa

tion level, and • 25 ,.,ith income. The composite picture 

which emerges for the Slow Living specialist was that of a 

person for whom the home was a refuge from commuting and 

from a white collar job, "tvho might relax by sitting down on 

the patio and passively enjoying his periods of leisure. 

Neighborhood Sports correlated -.27 with Pastoralism, 

.43 with Stimulus Seeking, and .28 with Environmental 

Trust. The Neighborhood Sports enthusiast was likely to 

be a young, well educated male who enjoyed the out-of-doors 

so long as some sort of playing field was nearby and a game 

was in progress. 
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The Glamour Sports factor correlated .41 with Pastoral

ism, .52 with Stimulus Seeking, and .26 with Environmental 

Trust. The person scoring high on Glamour Sports seemed to 

appreciate the out-of-doors and enjoyed the intense stimu

lation that such activities as motorcycling, waterskiing, 

and sailing can afford. This person was typically a young, 

well educated male. 

Leisure Activities of Blacks. Camper (1967) planned 

a program for developing recreational opportunities and 

facilities for the fourth, fifth and sixth grade rural 

Negro elementary school children in Dorchester County, 

Maryland. The basic assumptions underlying the study were: 

(a) the majority of all children engage in one or more 

leisure-time activities and (b) the type and extent of 

leisure activities engaged in are determined by the avail

able facilities and the age of the participants. 

The author conducted a documentary analysis of the 

ecology of Dorchester County, with particular emphasis on 

existing facilities and opportunities for recreation. 

Basic principles were formulated which dealt with different 

aspects of recreation and served as criteria in developing 

the program and determining the recreational needs of the 

Negro elementary school children. Selected principles were 

validated by a jury of three professional people and were 
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used as the basis for planning the recreation program. A 

questionnaire, the validity and reliability of which was 

established by jurors, was designed to identify the chil

dren's recreational needs, interests, and leisure activity 

preferences. The questionnaire was pretested to ascertain 

the comprehension level and the accuracy of the directions 

before being administered to the sample, which represented 

approximately 94% of the total rural school enrollment at 

the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade levels. The final step 

of the study involved interviews with the civic and public 

leaders representing different segments of the community. 

The leaders were asked to identify the types of recrea

tional and leisure activities they recommended for fourth, 

fifth, and sixth grade elementary school children. 

The investigator found that recreational facilities, 

equipment, play areas, and recreational programs for Negro 

elementary school children were practically non-existent 

on a local or county level. Moreover, at that time, Negros 

were not permitted to utilize many public recreational 

facilities, such as swimming pools, skating rinks, picnic 

and bathing areas. Elementary schools, though strategi

cally located, had no facilities or leadership to provide 

recreational programs for the community, and Negro children 

spent many hours of leisure in idleness and unproductive 
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pursuits which the investigator states, "coull.d have an un

desirable influence upon their patterns of action, thought, 

and personality" (p. 38784). 



CHAPTER III 

PROCEDURES 

The procedures followed in the development of this 

study are described in this chapter under the following 

headings: (a} Preliminary Procedures; {b) Seledtion of the 

Subjects; (c) Selection of the Instrument; (d) Collection 

of the Data; (e) Treatment of the Data; and {f) Preparation 

of the Final Written Report. 

Preliminary Procedures 

Prior to the collection of data, certain preliminary 

procedures were followed. Permission to conduct the study 

was secured from the Human Subjects Review Committee of 

the Texas Woman's University and from Dr. Jerome L. Burton, 

Assistant Extension Administrator of the Alcorn State 

Cooperative Extension Program in Alcorn, Mississippi (see 

Appendix B). All available information pertinent to the 

study was collected, reviewed and assimilated. A tentative 

outline was developed and presented to the Dissertation 

Committee. Suggestions made by the Dissertation Committee 

were incorporated into the revision of the outline. The 

revised outline was filed in the form of a Prospectus in 

the Office of the Provost of the Graduate School of the 

Texas Woman's University. 
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Selection of the Subjects 

The population used in this study was limited to 261 

clients aged 18 to 45, who were serviced by the Alcorn 

State Cooperative Extension Program. These subjects were 

residents of the following Southwest Mississippi counties: 

Adams, Amite, Copiah, Claiborne, Hinds, Jefferson, 

Lawrence, Lincoln, Pike, Simpson, Warren, Walthall, and 

Wilkinson. 

Selection of the Instrument 

The questionnaire was the instrument selected by the 

investigator as the most feasible means of obtaining data 

for this particular study. An examination of leisure 

behavior assessment inventories was conducted and the 

Leisure Activities Blank (McKechnie, 1974) was selected 

for adoption for this investigation. 

Development of the Questionnaire 

A questionnaire was developed based upon a review of 

the literature related to the assessment of leisure be

havior. The instrument was designed to solicit demographic 

information. Sixteen general information items concerning 

the subjects' sex, marital status, residence, education, 

age, automobile ownership, occupation, family make-up, 

religion, welfare status, annual income, housing, available 

organized recreation programs, community type, and 



recreational facilities were included. ~he second part 

contained six leisure activity categories adapted from 

McKechnie leisure activities blank assessment instrument 

which included mechanics, intellectual, crafts, slow liv

ing, neighborhood sports, and glamour sports. These 

activity categories included a wide range of recreational 

activities. 
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To insure further that the developed questionnaire was 

appropriate and valid for use in this study, a pilot study 

was conducted with the assistance of the Cooperative 

Extension Program Assistant of Forrest County, Mississippi, 

who administered the questionnaire to his clients. The 

purpose of the pilot study was to determine the relation

ship between the recreational activities and the sociologi

cal variables among Blacks in Forrest County. The 

questionnaires were administered to 27 subjects: 24 women, 

2 men, and 1 unidentified subject. 

The responses from the pilot study indicated the need 

to enlarge the purpose of the study, add areas that were 

not considered during the pilot study, and clarify direc

tions on how to mark the components. The latter was accom

plished by adding the components of occupation and 

residence and clarifying the directions for filling out 

the questionnaire. The redesigned questionnaire was then 
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reviewed by the agricultural extension agents of partici

pating counties to insure the correctness of the activities 

listed. Any activity which agents indicated was not avail

able to their clients was eliminated from the questionnnaire. 

A revised list of 94 recreation activities was compiled. 

The final instrument and transmittal letter are shown in 

Appendix B. 

Collection of Data 

Copies of the questionnaire and cover letter were dis

tributed to each Cooperative Extension Program Assistant 

during registration for the annual Extension Service field 

day in October 1980. The questionnaire was administered 

during the day by the Program Assistants to those persons 

in each County group who were recipients of County Exten

sion Program services. The Program Assistants were asked 

to return the completed questionnaires before the end of 

the day. The Program Assistant for Amite County did not 

return the questionnaires during the field day but subse

quently mailed them to the investigator. The total number 

of questionnaires received was 285. However, 24 of the 

questionnaires were incomplete and consequently data from 

those instruments were not incorporated into the study. 

Treatment of the Data 

A statistical program was developed, in consultation 

with a computer programmer, for treatment of the data. The 
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responses from the subjects were transferred to computer 

coding forms according to the designed system. The data 

were then programmed on the DEC 2o~so computer at the Texas 

Woman's University. The Mann-Whitney U Test, Wilcoxon Rank 

Test, Kruskal-Wallis One Way ANOVA and a multiple regres

sion were performed. Based on the results, recreational 

activities profiles for Blacks in Southwest Mississippi 

were developed. The descriptions of these profiles are 

presented and discussed in the following chapter. 

Preparation of Final Written Report 

Preparation of the final written report included a 

summary and discussion of the findings, conclusions and 

recommendations for further study. References were com

piled and an appendix developed to complete the written 

report. 



CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

The research problem of this study was to develop rec

reational activities profiles of Black adults in Southwest 

Mississippi. The data collected was analyzed using the 

Mann-Whitney U Test, Wilcoxon Rank Test, Kruskal-Wallis One 

Way ANOVA and a multiple regression to develop leisure par

ticipation profiles of Blacks in Southwest Mississippi. 

Description of the subjects, sociological profiles and 

recreational activity category profiles are presented in 

the following tables. 

, Description of the Subjects 

The subjects used in this study were males and females 

who were clients serviced by the Alcorn State University 

Cooperative Extension Program, during the fall of 1980. 

The Extension Program served a 13 county area in Southwest 

Mississippi. Three hundred and ten adults served as sub

jects; 261 completed the questionnaire correctly. Table 1 

shows the percentage of male and female subjects. 

A study of Table 1 reveals that the majority of the 

respondents were females (74.7%). The females outnumber 

the male subjects by 50.2%. Of the total sample, 24.5%, 

were males. Two people did not respond to the question 

regarding sex. 
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Sex 

Male 

Female 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 1 

Sex of the Respondents 

Frequency 

64 

195 

2 

261 

34 

Percentage 

24.5 

74.7 

0.8 

100.0 

Table 2 presents the marital status of the subjects. 

The statistics are descriptive of 252 subjects. Nine sub

jects gave no response to the marital status question. 

Marital Status 

Single 

Married 

Divorced 

Separated 

Widowed 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 2 

Marital Status 

Frequency 

36 

147 

7 

24 

38 

9 

261 

Percentage 

13.8 

56.3 

2.7 

9.2 

14.6 

3.4 

100.0 
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A study of Table 2 shows that 147 (56.3%) of the sub-

jects were married and 105 (40. 3%) were single, divorced:, 

separated or widowed. 

Table 3 presents the educational level of the subjects. 

The statfstics are descriptive of 239 subjects. Twenty-two 

subjects did not respond to the question concerning educa-

tional level. 

Education 

Less than High School 
Graduate 

High School Graduate 

College Student 

College Graduate 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 3 

Educational Level 

.. , 
Frequency Percentage 

124 47.5 

75 28.7 

12 4.7 

28 10.7 

22 8.4 

261 100.0 

Table 3 reveals that 124 (47.5%) of the subjects had 

less than a high school education. Seventy-five (28.7%) 

were high school graduates, 12 (4.7%) were college students 

and only 10.7% were college graduates. 
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Table 4 reveals that the subjects ranged in age from 

18 to 45 years. Sixty-five (24.9%) subjects did not indi

cate an age on the questionnaire. Over one-half (56.3%) of 

the subjects were between the ages of 40 to 45 years. Less 

than one-fourth (18.8%) of the subjects responding to this 

question were below the age of 40 years. 

Table 4 

Age of the Respondents 

Age Frequency Percentage 

18 - 19 6 2.3 

20 - 29 19 7.3 

30 - 39 24 9.2 

40 - 45 147 56.3 

No Response 65 24.9 

Total 261 100.0 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 5 reveals the number of automobiles owned by the 

subjects. Twenty-four (9.2%) of the subjects did not 

respond to the question on automobile ownership. 

An examination of Table 5 shows 89 (34.1%) of the 

respondents owned two automobiles, while 58 (22.2%) owned 

at least one automobile. Fifty-four (20.7%) of the 
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subjects owned three or more automobiles. Only 13.8% of 

those responding to this question did not own an automobile. 

Automobile 

None 

One 

Two 

Three or More 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 5 

Automobile Ownership 

Frequency 

36 

58 

89 

54 

24 

261 

Percentage 

13.3 

22.2 

34.1 

20.7 

9.2 

100.0 

Table 6 reveals the subjects' annual income level. Of 

the total sample, data for 214 subjects were reported. 

Forty-seven (18%) subjects did not indicate their annual 

income levels. 

A study of Table 6 shows that 47.5% of the subjects 

reported an annual income of below $6,000 with only 2.7% of 

the subjects reported having an annual income of $20,000 or 

more. 

The Cooperative Extension Program is designed to 

service the low income population of Southwest Mississippi. 
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For this reason, it can be assumed that the majority of the 

subjects would indeed have a low annual income. 

Annual Income 

Below $6,000 

$6,000 - $9,999 

$10,000 - $14,999 

$15,000 - $19,999 

$20,000 and above 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 6 

Annual Income 

Frequency 

124 

61 

14 

8 

7 

47 

261 

Percentage 

47.5 

23.4 

5.4 

3.0 

2.7 

18.0 

100.0 

Table 7 reveals the occupation of the subjects at the 

time of the study. For the purpose of the study, the occu

pational categories were adopted from the 1970 Census of 

Population: Detailed Characteristics of Mississippi 

Report. Thirty-two (12.3%) subjects did not indicate an 

occupational category. 

An examination of the data reported in response to the 

question regarding occupation shows that 44.4% of the sub

jects were.unemployed at the time of the study. The 
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largest group of employed subjects (14.6%) were farmers. 

The second and third largest groups reporting were service 

workers (7.3%) and clerical and sales (6.1%). 

Table 7 

Occupation 

Occupation Frequency 

Clerical and Sales 

Crafts 

Farming 

Laborers, Except Farm 

Managers and Officials 

Professional and Technical 

Service Workers 

Miscellaneous 

Unemployed 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

16 

12 

38 

5 

3 

9 

19 

11 

116 

32 

261 

Percentage 

6.1 

4.6 

14.6 

1.9 

1.2 

3.4 

7.3 

4.2 

44.4 

12.3 

100.0 

Table 8 presents the data reported for community types. 

Two persons (.8%) did not respond to the question on com

munity types. A study of Table 8 reveals that the primary 

residence of 95.4% of the subjects was classified as urban. 
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Community Types 

Urban 

Rural 

No Response 

Total 

Note. n = 261. 

Table 8 

Community Types 

Frequency 

249 

10 

2 

261 

Sociological Profiles 

40 

Percentage 

95.4 

3.8 

.8 

100.0 

Tables 9 through 16 present sociological profiles as 

determined at the time of the study. The results of the 

Mann-Whitney U Test, the Wilcoxon Ranks Test, and the 

Kruskal-Wallis One Way ANOVA identified those sociological 

variables that were predictors for each of the recreational 

activity categories. 

The relationship between the variables (a) sex and 

(b) community types and recreational categories was deter

mined by the Mann-Whitney U Test and the Wilcoxon Ranks 

Test. The relationship between the variables (a) marital 

status, (b) educational level, (c) age groups, (d) auto

mobile ownership, (e) annual income, and (f) occupation and 

the recreational categories was computed by the Kruskal

Wallis One Way ANOVA. 
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Table 9 shows the relationship between the sex of the 

subjects and recreational activity categories. The mean 

ranks converted to Z scores involved 261 subjects. 

The data reveal that females were significantly more 

likely to participate in the activity categories of Crafts, 

Slow Living, and Neighborhood Sports at the time of the 

study. 

Table 10 shows the relationship between the marital 

status of the subjects and the recreational activity cate

gories. The mean ranks converted to Chi-Square values 

involved 261 subjects. A study of Table 10 shows that the 

marital status of the subjects made no difference in their 

selection of the recreational activities selected for study. 

Table 11 shows the relationship between the educa

tional levels of the subjects and the recreational activity 

categories. The mean ranks converted to Chi-Square in

volved 261 subjects. 

The data reveal that college graduates were more 

likely to participate in Mechanics; subjects with some col

lege work were apt to participate in Intellectual activi

ties, Crafts, and in Glamour Sports; and subjects with less 

than a high school diploma were least likely to engage in 

Slow Living activities. 
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Table 9 

Differences Between Sex and Recreational 

Activity Categories 

Recreational 
Activity Rank 
Category· Sex a Sum u z p 

Mechanics Male 132 
6063.5 ~.34 .731 

Female 129 

Intellectual Male 121 
5686.0 -1.29 .194 

Female 132 

Crafts Male 104 
4632.0 -3.35* .001 

Female 138 

Slow Living Male 101 
4430.5 -3.54* .000 

Female 139 

Neighborhood 
Sports Male 104 

4586.0 -3.26* .001 
Female 138 

Glamour 
Sports Male 121 

5682.0 -1.31 .188 
Female 132 

*z • 95 ± 1.96 • 

aMale n = 64; Female n = 195. 



Table 10 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of Differences 

Between Marital Status Categories by 

Recreational Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity 
Category 

Mechanics 

Intellectual 

Crafts 

Slow Living 

Neighborhood 
Sports 

Glamour 
Sports 

Marital 
Status 

Category 

Single 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Widowed 

Single 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Widowed 

Single 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Widowed 

Single 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Wido\ved 

Single 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Widowed 

Single 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Widowed 

*X2 .95 (4) > 9.49. 

n 

36 
147 

7 
24 
38 

36 
147 

7 
24 
38 

36 
147 

7 
24 
38 

36 
14.7 

7 
24 
38 

36 
147 

7 
24 
38 

36 
147 

7 
24 
38 

Rank 
Sum 

112 
136 
111 
127 
105 

135 
125 
105 
132 
122 

133 
120 
150 
136 
130 

120 
123 
146 
147 
125 

131 
121 
156 
129 
134 

128 
123 
140 
146 
121 

Chi 
Square 

7.7 

2.1 

2.7 

3.0 

2.7 

3.8 

43 

.10 

.71 

.60 

.54 

.60 

.43 



Table 11 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of Differences Between 

Educational Status Categories by 

Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity Educational 
Category Status Category 

Mechanics Less than High School 
High School Graduate 
Some College Wdnk 
College Graduate 

Intellectual Less than High School 
High School Graduate 
Some College Work 
College Graduate 

Crafts Less than High School 
High School Graduate 
Some College Wo~k 
College Graduate 

Slow Living Less than High School 
High School Graduate 
Some College Work 
College Graduate 

Neighborhood Less than High School 
Sports High School Graduate 

Some College Work 
College Graduate 

Glamour Less than High School 
Sports High School Graduate 

Some College Work 
College Graduate 

*X2 • 95 (3) > 7.81. 

**x2 _
99 

(3) > 11.34. 

n -

124 
75 
12 
28 

124 
75 
12 
28 

124 
75 
12 
28 

124 
75 
12 
28 

124 
75 
12 
28 

124 
75 
12 
28 

Recreational 

Rank Chi 
Sum Square 

108 
130 7.87* 
119 
142 

105 
126 21.31** 
162 
146 

102 
136 20.17** 
159 
137 

104 
138 13.69** 
134 
134 

109 
128 8.50* 
115 
146 

108 
125 12.97** 
150 
141 

44 

p 

.049 

.000 

.000 

.003 

.037 

.005 



45 

Table 12 depicts the relationship between the age 

groups of the subjects and the recreational activity cate

gories. The mean ranks converted to Chi-Square involved 

261 subjects. Table 12 reveals that subjects' ages made 

no difference in their selection of the recreational 

activities studied. 

Table 13 shows the relationship between automobile 

ownership of the subjects and the recreational activity 

categories. The mean ranks converted to Chi-Square in

volved 261 subjects. 

An examination of Table 13 reveals that those subjects 

owning one or more automobiles were most likely to engage 

in Mechanics, Crafts, Slow Living, and Neighborhood Sports 

at the time of the study. No significances were found in 

the categories of Intellectual or Glamour Sports. 

Table 14 reveals the relationship between the annual 

income level of the subjects and the recreational activity 

categories. The mean ranks converted to Chi-Square in

volved 261 subjects. 

Table 14 shows that subjects' income made no differ

ence in their selection of the recreational categories 

selected for study. 

Table 15 shows the relationship between the occupation 

groups and the recreation activity categories. The mean 

ranks converted to Chi-Square involved 261 subjects. 
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Table 12 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of Differences 

Between Age Categories by Recreational 

Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity Age Rank Chi 
Category Category n Sum Square p -

Mechanics 18 - 19 6 92 
20 - 29 19 92 .91 .91 
30 - 39 24 104 
40 - 45 147 98 

Intellectual 18 - 19 6 102 
20 - 29 19 112 
30 - 39 24 110 4.03 .25 
40 - 45 147 94 

Crafts 18 - 19 6 111 
20 - 29 19 116 
30 - 39 24 115 6.45 .09 
40 - 45 147 92 

Slow Living 18 - 19 6 91 
20 - 29 19 122 
30 - 39 24 104 4.65 .19 
40 - 45 147 94 

Neighborhood 18 - 19 6 95 
Sports 20 - 29 19 109 

30 - 39 24 117 4.36 .22 
40 - 45 147 94 

Glamour 18 - 19 6 120 
Sports 20 - 29 19 102 

30 - 39 24 108 3.11 .37 
40 - 45 147 95 

*X2 • 95 (3) > 7.81 • 
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Table 13 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of Differences 

Between Automobile Categories by Recreational 

Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity Automobile Rank Chi 
Category Category n - Sum Square p 

Mechanics None 36 79 
One 58 113 17.97*** .000 
Two 89 127 
Three+ 54 136 

Intellectual None 36 99 
One 58 122 7.13 .068 
Two 89 117 
Three+ 54 131 

Crafts None 36 92 
One 58 124 11.34** .010 
Two 89 114 
Three+ 54 138 

Slow Living None 36 89 
One 58 121 8.43* .038 
Two 89 124 
Three+ 54 126 

Neighborhood None 36 87 
Sports One 58 120 10.11* .018 

Two 89 123 
Three+ 54 131 

Glamour None 36 98 
Sports One 58 119 7.36 .061 

Two 89 120 
Three+ 54 130 

*x2 • 95 (3) > 7.81 • 

**X2 .95 (3) > 11.34. 
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Table 14 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of Differences Between 

Income Categories by Recreational 

Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity Income Rank Chi 
Category Category n - Sum Square E.. 

Mechanics Below $6,000 125 106 
$6,000- $9,999 61 101 

$10,000-$14,999 14 143 5.50 .24 
$15,000-$19,999 8 112 
$20,000+ 7 109 

Intellectual Below $6, 000 125 103 
$6,000- $9,999 61 115 

$10,000-$14,999 14 121 3.28 .51 
$15,000-$19,999 8 113 
$20,000+ 7 102 

Crafts Below $6,000 125 105 
$6,000- $9,999 61 112 

$10,000-$14,999 14 111 1.68 .79 
$15,000-$19,999 8 123 
$20,000+ 7 94 

Slow Living Below $6, 000 125 102 
$6,000- $9,999 61 111 

$10,000-$14,999 14 119 3.36 .49 
$15,000-$19,999 8 135 
$20,000+ 7 114 

Neighborhood 
Sports Below $6,000 125 105 

$6,000- $9,999 61 105 
$10,000-$14,999 14 112 2.59 .62 
$15,000-$19,999 8 135 
$20,000+ 7 127 
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Table 14--Continued 

Recreational 
Activity Income Rank Chi 
Category Category n Sum Square ·p -

Glamour Below $6,000 125 102 
Sports . $6,000- $9,999 61 116 

$10,000-$14,999 14 106. 3.30 .so 
$15,000-$19,999 8 112' 
$20,000+ 7 121 

*X2 (4) > 9.49. 
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Table 15 

Kruskal-Wallis Analysis of Variance of Differences Between 

Occupational Categories by Recreational 

Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity Occupational Rank Chi 
Category Category n Sum Square E. -

Mechanics Clerical and Sales 16 98 
Crafts 12 77 
Farming 38 126 
Laborers (Except Farm) 5 121 22.02** .005 
Managers and Officials 3 135 
Professional/Technical 9 149 
Service Workers 19 164 
Miscellaneous 11 110 
Unemployed 116 106 

Intellectual Clerical and Sales 16 104 
Crafts 12 122 
Farming 38 96 
Laborers (Except Farm) 5 158 22.48** .004 
Managers and Officials 3 210 
Professional/Technical 9 143 
Service Workers 19 137 
Miscellaneous 11 103 
Unemployed 116 112 

Crafts Clerical and Sales 16 92 
Crafts 12 137 
Farming 38 80 
Laborers (Except Farm) 5 174 37.62** .000 
Managers and Officials 3 196 
Professional/Technical 9 152 
Service Workers 19 160 
Miscellaneous 11 126 
Unemployed 116 111 
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Table 15--Continued 

Recreational 
Activity Occupational Rank Chi 
Category Category n Sum Square E 

Slow Living Clerical and Sales 16 86 
Crafts 12 133 
Farming 38 83 
Laborers (Except Farm) 5 120 28.12** .ooo 
Managers and Officials 3 197 
Professional/Technical 9 164 
Service Workers 19 148 
Miscellaneous 11 102 
Unemployed 116 116 

Neighborhood Clerical and Sales 16 93 
Sports Crafts 12 111 

Farming 38 87 
Laborers (Except Farm) 5 112 29.82** .ooo 
Managers and Officials 3 168 
Professional/Technical 9 157 
Service Workers 19 156 
Miscellaneous 11 65 
Unemployed 116 120 

Glamour Clerical and Sales 16 122 
Sports Crafts 12 121 

Farming 38 101 
Laborers (Except Farm) 5 115 12.92 .114 
Managers and Officials 3 156 
Professional/Technical 9 142 
Service Workers 19 144 
Miscellaneous 11 114 
Unemployed 116 109 

*x2 
• 95 (8) > 15.51 • 

**X2.99 (8) > 20.09. 
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Table 15 reveals that service workers were more apt to 

engage in Mechanics; and managers and officials engaged in 

Intellectual, Crafts, Slow Living, Neighborhood Sports, and 

Glamour Sports at the time of the study. 

Table 16 shows the relationship between the community 

types of the subjects and the recreational activity cate

gories. The mean ranks converted to Z scores involved 

261 subjects. 

The data indicated that community categories made no 

difference in the subjects' selection of the recreational 

categories studied. 

Recreational Activity Category Profiles 

In this section are presented the recreational activ

ity category profiles as related to selected sociological 

variables of sex, marital status, education, age, automo

bile category, income occupation, and community category. 

The results presented in Tables 9 through 16 have been 

arranged under each of the following six recreational 

activity categories: Mechanics, Intellectual, Crafts, Slow 

Living, Neighborhood Sports, and Glamour Sports. 

The profile for the activity category, Mechanics, in

cluded such pastimes as auto repairing, pool, boxing, camp

ing, fishing and wrestling. The composite data indicated 

that the subjects who engaged in mechanical recreational 
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Table 16 

.Mann-Whitney U Analyses of Differences Between 

Community Categories and Recreational 

Activity Category 

Recreational 
Activity Communitya Rank 
Category Category Sum u z p 

Mechanics .. Urban 129 
1,098 -.63 .52 

Rural 144 

Intellectual Urban 129 
1,082 -.85 .39 

Rural 146 

Crafts Urban 129 
1,125 -.54 .58 

Rural 141 

Slow Living Urban 129 
1,173 -.31 .75 

Rural 137 

Neighborhood Urban 129 
Sports 1,099 -.64 .52 

Rural 144 

Glamour Urban 130 
Sports 1,106 -.73 .46 

Rural 116 

*z.95 ± 1.96. 

aurban n = 249; Rural n = 10. 
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activities were college graduates who were managers and/or 

officials and who owned one or more automobiles. 

A two variable profile for the activity category 

Intellectual emerged. Intellectual activities included 

acting, chess, civic organizations, reading and writing 

poetry and stories. The sociological variables of educa

tion and occupation formed this profile and indicated that 

subjects who participated in intellectual activities tended 

to have had some college work and were manage-rs and/or' 

officials. 

The profile for the recreational activity category, 

Crafts, is defined by four sociological variables. Crafts 

activities included: ceramics, cooking and baking, folk 

dancing, needlework and sewing. Subjects who tended to 

select this recreational category were female, had some 

college education, owned one or more automobiles, and were 

managers and/or officials. 

The fourth profile is based on the activity category, 

Slow Living. Slow Living activities included those of 

dancing, driving, gardening, taking pictures and writing 

letters. Subjects• sex, occupation, education, and auto

mobile ownership contributed to this activity profile. 

Participants tended to be female, managers or officials, 

educated through or beyond high school, and owned one or 

more automobiles. 
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The fifth profile was based on the activity category, 

Neighborhood Sports. Neighborhood Sports included such 

activities as: badminton, bicycling, checkers, golf and 

kite flying. The profile for this category contained the 

four sociological variables of subjects' sex, education, 

occupation, and automobile ownership. Participants were 

apt to be female, college graduates, managers and/or 

officials, and owned one or more automobiles. 

The final activity category profile is for the cate

gory, Glamour Sports. Glamour Sports include such recrea

tional pursuits as archery, boating, ice skating, swimming 

and waterskiing. The profile revealed that education was 

the only sociological variable that significantly affected 

the subjects' tendency to choose this recreational cate

gory. Subjects who chose Glamour Sports had at least some 

college education. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMmiARY, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS, AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDIES 

Summary 

The research problem of this study was to develop 

leisure participation profiles of Black adults in Southwest 

Mississippi. This information could assist recreation pro

fessionals in the establishment of key programming elements 

of leisure service delivery systems and provide support of 

their continual upgrading. 

The major steps included in the study were: selecting 

the instrument, selecting the subjects to be included in 

this study, administering the instrument, and analyzing 

and interpreting results. The instrument used in the study 

was developed as a result of a comprehensive study of the 

literature and assimilation of information. The question

naire included 16 general information items, and six 

leisure activity categories adapted from the McKechnie 

Leisure Activities Blank. 

To insure that the questionnaire was appropriate and 

valid for use in the study, a pilot study was conducted in 

the Cooperative Extension Program of Forrest County, 

Mississippi. The revised questionnaire was reviewed and 
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administered to 310 clients of the Alcorn State University 

Cooperative Extension Program. Of the 310 initial sub

jects, 24 subjects did not complete the questionnaire cor

rectly; thus, the responses from this group were not 

utilized for the study. 

The data collected were analyzed using the Mann

~fuitney U Test and the Wilcoxon Rank Test in order to 

obtain the mean ranks for each of the sociological pro

files. A rearrangement of the data was then performed 

to determine if recreational activity category profiles 

could be developed. Six recreational activity profiles 

emerged. 

The related literature in this investigation was 

limited to selected studies which were of assistance to 

the present investigator. Focus was directed to general 

studies concerning sociological variables which help 

determine leisure activity choices and specific studies 

of recreation activities of Blacks. 

The investigator found that 56.3% of the subjects in 

the study were married, 74.7% were female, and 47.5% had 

less than a high school education. Of the 261 subjects in 

the study, 56.3% indicated they were between the ages of 

40 and 45, and 116 (44.4%) were unemployed at the time of 

the study. The largest group of employed subjects (14.6%) 
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were farmers. The majority of subjects (95.4%.) lived in an 

urban community and 34.1% owned two automobiles. It was 

not surprising to find that 185 (70.9%)- of the subjects 

indicated that their annual income level·was below $9,999. 

The Mann-Whitney U Test, Wilcoxon Ranks Test and 

Kruskal-~vallis One Way ANOVA identified those recreational 

activity categories that were common to each of the socio

logical variables. The data analyzed for the variable 

"sex," indicated that females were more likely to partici

pate in Crafts, Slow Living, and Neighborhood Sports 

activities. An analysis of "marital status" data indicated 

that this variable made no difference in selection of rec

reational categories. 

Analysis of the variable "education" indicated that 

college graduates were most likely to participate in 

Mechanics and Neighborhood Sports. Subjects who had some 

college work were apt to participate in Intellectual, 

Crafts, and Glamour Sports activities. Students with at 

least a high school diploma were most likely to partici

pate in Slow Living activities. 

The data analyzed for the variable "age" indicated 

that this variable made no difference in the selection of 

the recreational categories. 
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The data produced as a result of an analysis of the 

variable "automobile ownership" indicated that those per

sons owning one or more automobiles participated in the 

Mechanics, Crafts, Slow Living, and Neighborhood Sports. 

Analysis of the data related to income revealed that 

subjects• earnings made no difference in their selection 

of the recreational categories. 

The variable "occupation" produced data indicatin'g 

that managers and officials tended to choose all recrea-

tional categories except Glamour Sports. No occupational 

stratum appeared to be related to the choice of Glamour 

Sports as a recreational category. 

The data analyzed for the variable of "community 

types" indicated that subjects' choice of recreational 

categories was not effected by their place of residence. 

Results of the analyses presented for the sociologi-

cal variables were rearranged according to each of the 

recreational categories. Six profiles emerged. Subjects 

who chose Mechanics tended to be college graduates, 

managers and officials, and owned one or more automobiles. 

Subjects whose recreational choice was Intellectual were 

apt to have had some college education and were managers 

and officials. The recreational choice of Crafts was 
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characterized by subjects who were female, had some college 
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experience, owned one or more cars, and were managers and 

officials. The recreational category of Slow Living was 

chosen by subjects who were female, had at least a high 

school edu_cation, owned one or more automobiles, and were 

managers and officials. The recreational category of 

Neighborhood Sports was the apparent choice of females, 

college graduates, owners of one or more cars, and manag

ers and officials. Glamour Sports were chosen by subjects 

who had some college work. 

Conclusion 

On the· basis of the findings of this study the follow

ing conclusion is presented: 

Recreational activities of a Black population in 

Southwest Mississippi can be identified by using a survey 

instrument with selected sociological and recreational 

categories. 

Discussion 

Although discrete profiles appeared to emerge after 

data analysis, the reader should exercise caution in 

interpreting the significance of certain of the sociologi

cal variables. For example, only three subjects indicated 

they were managers and officials; yet, their rankings of 

all activities except those listed as Glamour Sports 
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caused their occupational stratum to have the highest rank 

sum.··· Generalization of these data is not recommended. 

The sociological variable of "number of automobiles 

owned .. does not appear to discriminate among subjects' 

choices of recreational activities. Subjects who owned 

one or more cars characterized the profiles of all but 

Intellectual and Glamour Sports categories. 

Findings related to subjects' ages and their selection 

of recreational activities are not in agreement with those 

of Campbell (1969) who reported that leisure time activi

ties change with age. This investigator found that age had 

no effect on choice of recreational activity. 

It must be noted, also, that the findings of this 

study do not support those of Reich (1965) who stated that 

economic conditions have a bearing on recreational par

ticipation. This investigation failed to identify any 

relationship between income level and choice of recrea

tional activity. 

Recommendations for Future Studies 

The investigator proposes the following recommenda

tions for future studies: 

1. A replication of the study to include a larger 

sample, a broader age span, and other geographic locales 

in Mississippi and/or other southern states. 
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2. A study examining additional variables that could 

be predictions of leisure participation patterns of Black 

adults. 
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APPENDIX A 

PILOT STUDY 
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Mrs. Barbara S. Johnson 
Extension Home Economists 
200 Carpenter Bld. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 

Dear Mrs. Johnson: 

Post Office Box 1380 
Alcorn State University 
Lorman, MS 39096 
January 24, 1980 

Enclosed are the questionnaires that were discussed in 
our phone conversation January 19, 1980. 

These questionnaires are to be administered to the 
Black persons 18 to 45 years of age. 

This questionnaire is conducted as a pilot study for 
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my dissertation entitled "Recreational Activities and Socio
logical Variables Among Selected Blacks in Southv1est 
Mississippi." It will be conducted in the Southwest 
Mississippi area. 

Please have the clients read or vlould you read the 
instructions at the top of the first and third pages. If 
any activity is not on the activity blank, have them add it. 
Please return the questionnaires as soon as possible. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Rose Bayless-Chew 

RBC/jtg 

Enclosures 
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RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES 

ANONG SELECTED BLACKS IN SOUTHvJEST MISSISSIPPI 

DIRECTIONS: Please check (v/) only one answer to each 
question. 

1. SEX 

2. 

( .t-1ALE 
( FEt.ffiLE 

l1ARITAL STATUS 

( ) SINGLE 
( ) MARRIED 
( ) DIVORCED 
( ) SEPARATED 
( ) WIDOWED 

3. RESIDENT 

( ) NATIVE MISSISSIPPIAN 
( ) LIVING IN MISSISSIPPI 
( ) LIVED IN MISSISSIPPI 

LESS THAN 5 YEARS 

4. EDUCATION 

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL 

6. COUNTY I LIVE IN 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

ADAMS 
AMITE 
COPIAH 
CLAIBORNE 
HINDS 
LINCOLN 
PIKE 
SIMPSON 
WARREN 
WALTHALL 
WILKINSON 

7. AUTOMOBILE 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

NONE 
ONE 
TWO 
THREE OR MORE 

8. OCCUPATION 
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' ( 
( 

GRADUATE 
HIGH $CHOOL GRADUATE 
COLLEGE STUDENT 
COLLEGE GRADUATE 

( ) 
( ) 

CLERICAL AND SALES 
CRAFTS 

( 

5. AGE 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

18 
20 - 29 
30 - 39 
40 - 45 

( ) 
( ) 

) 
) 
) 

FARMING 
LABORERS, EXCEPT 

FARM 
l-1ANAGERS AND 

OFFICIALS 
PROFESSIONAL AND 

TECHNICAL 
SERVICE WORKERS 
MISCELLANEOUS 
UNEMPLOYED 



9. 

10. 

11. 

.· 

FAMILY MAKE-UP 

( ) MOTHER HOUSE-HEAD 
( ) FATHER HOUSE-HEAD 
( ) FEN.ALE-NO CHILDREN 
( ) HALE-NO CHILDREN 

RELIGION 

( ) PROTESTANT 
( ) CHRISTIAN 
( ) JEWISH 
( ) ISLAMISM 

WELFARE STATUS 

( ) YES 
{ ) NO 
( ) SOME 

12. INCOHE ANNUALLY 

( ) BELOW $6,000 
( ) $6,000 - $9,999 
( ) $10,000 - $14,000 
( ) $15,000 - $19,000 
( ) $20,000 - ABOVE 

13. HOUSING 

( ) RENT 
( ) OWN 
( ) BOARD 

14. AVAILABLE ORGANIZED RECREATION 
PROGRAMS 

( ) PLAYGROUNDS 
( ) SPORTS CLUBS 
{ ) SPECIAL-INTEREST CLUBS 
( ) SPECIAL COMMUNITY EVENTS 

15. CO~MUNITY TYPE 

) URBAN 
) RURAL 
) RURAL 

16. RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES 
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RECREATION 
CENTER 

SCHOOL 
FACILITIES 

) CHURCH 
) PARK 
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LEISURE ACTIVITIES BLANK 

DIRECTIONS: Please check ( 1./) those leisure activities that 
are participated in, in your communities. These are activi
ties that are actually engaged in. 

MECHANICS 

Amateur radio 
Auto repairing 
Billiards or pool 
Boxing 
Camping 
Carpentry 
Electronics 
Fishing (deep-sea) 
Fishing (fresh water) 
Flying (or gliding) 
Hunting 
Markman ship 
Mechanics 

---- Metalworking 
---- Model building 
---- Playing poker 
---- Volunteer fire fighting 
____ Weightlifting 

Wrestling 
Woodworking and related 

crafts 

INTELLECTUAL 

Acting (dramatics) 
Attending concerts 
Back packing 
Chess 
Civic organizations 
Conservation or ecology 

organization 
Going to plays or lectures 
Hiking or walking 
Playing a musical instrument 
Political activities 
Reading (books, plays, 

poetry) 

INTELLECTUAL 

Singing 
Traveling abroad 
Visiting museums 
Writing poetry or 

stories 

CRAFTS 

Ceramics or pottery 
Collecting (antiques, 

coins, etc. ) 
Cooking and baking 
Crossword puzzles 
Dancing (ballet or 

modern) 
Designing clothes 
Flower arranging 
Folkdancing 
Home decorating 
Jewelry making 
Jig-saw puzzles 
Knitting or crochet-

ing 
Leatherworking 
Needlework 
Painting and drawing 
Sewing 
Weaving 



SLOW LIVING 

Dane ing (social) 
Dining out 
Driving (motoring) 
Exercising 
Gardening 
Going to movies 
Listening to the radio 
Playing records (music) 
Reading (newspapers, 

magazines) 
Sightseeing 
Social drinking 
Sunbathing 
Taking pictures 
Talking on telephone 
Visiting friends 
Watching team sports 
Watching TV shows 
Windowshopping 
Writing letters 

NEIGHBORHOOD SPORTS 

Badminton 
Baseball or softball 
Basketball 
Bicycling 
Bowling 
Checkers or go 
Football 
Golf 
Jogging 
Kite flying 
Table tennis (ping pong) 
Volleyball 

GLAMOUR SPORT 

Archery 
Boating 
Canoeing 
Horseback riding 
Ice skating 
Motorboating 
r~otorcycling 

---- Mountain climbing 
Sailing 
Skiing 
Sv1irnming 
Tennis ==== Waterskiing 
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Dear 

Post Office Box 1380 
Alcorn State University 
Lorman, MS 39096 
August 28, 1980 
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This letter is in the form of a request for you or your 
appointee to complete the enclosed activity form. 

The enclosed form will be used in a questionnaire for 
my dissertation. The form is part of my dissertation en
titled '~R~creational Activities and Sociological Variables 
of Selected Blacks in Southwest Mississippi." 

Would you please check ( V) those activities that are 
available in your county. Please return by September 10, 
1980. 

Your assistance in this matter will be greatly apprecia-
ted. 

S,tncerely, 

Rose Bayless-Chew 

RBC/g 
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LEISURE ACTIVITIES BLANK 

DIRECTIONS: Please check ( V) those leisure activities that 
are participated in, in your communities. These are activi
ties that are actually engaged in. 

HECHANICS 

Amateur radio 
Auto repairing 
Billiards or pool 
Boxing 
Camping 
Carpentry 
Electronics 
Fishing (deep-sea) 
Fishing (fresh water) 
Flying (or gliding) 
Hunting 

-- r .. larkmanship 
-- 1-1echanics 

r-1etalworking 
-- l-1odel building 
-- Playing poker 

Volunteer fire fighting 
-- Weightlifting 
-- Wrestling 

Woodworking and related 
crafts 

INTELLECTUAL 

Acting (dramatics) 
Attending concerts 
Back packing 
Chess 
Civic organizations 
Conservation or ecology 

organization 
Going to plays or lectures 
Hiking or walking 
Playing a musical instrument 
Political activities 
Reading (books, plays, 

poetry) 

INTELLECTUAL 

Singing 
Traveling abroad 

---- Visiting museums 
----Writing poetry or 

stories 

CRAFTS 

Ceramics or pottery 
Collecting (antiques, 

coins, etc.) 
Cooking and baking 
Crossword puzzles 
Dancing (ballet or 

modern) 
Designing clothes 
Flov-1er arranging 
Folkdancing 
Home decorating 
Je\velry making 
Jig-saw puzzles 
Knitting or crochet-

ing 
Leatherworking 
Needlework 
Painting and drawing 
Sewing 
Weaving 
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SLOW LIVING 

Dancing ( so.cial) 
Dining out 
Driving (motoring) 
Exercising 
Gardening 
Going to movies 
Listening to the radio 
Playing records (music) 
Reading (newspapers, 

magazines) 
Sightseeing 
Social drinking 
Sunbathing 
Taking pictures 
Talking on telephone 
Visiting friends 
Watching team sports 
Watching TV shows 
Windowshopping 
Writing letters 

NEIGHBORHOOD SPORTS 

Badminton 
Baseball or softball 
Basketball 
Bicycling 
Bowling 
Checkers or go 
Football 
Golf 
Jogging 
Kite flying 
Table tennis (ping pong) 
Valleyball 

GLAMOUR SPORT 

Archery 
===Boating 

Canoeing 
---- Horseback riding 

Ice skating 
Motor boating 
Motorcycling 
Mountain climbing 
Sailing 
Skiing 
Swimming 
Tennis 
Waterskiing 
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Dr. Jerome L. Burton 

Post Office Box 1380 
Alcorn State University 
Lorman, MS 39096 
September 26, 1980 

Assistant Extension Administrator 
Alcorn State University 
Lorman, MS 39096 

Dear .Dr. Burton: 

Thiscletter is in reference to a dissertation study en
titled "Recreational Activities and Sociological Variables 
of Selected Blacks in Southwest Mississippi." 

We are asking your cooperation in administering a 
questionnaire for the study. The questionnaire will be 
administered to the participants of the field day activities, 
conducted by the Alcorn Cooperative Extension Program, 
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October 16, 1980 at Alcorn State University. The investigator 
will circulate the questionnaire during registration. 

Upon your approval, you will be contacted immediately 
concerning the administration of the questionnaire. Your 
cooperation will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Rose Bayless-Chew 

/g 
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To: Participants in Dissertation Study 

From: Rose Marie Bayless-Chew, Investigator 

Subject: Questionnaire for Dissertation Study 

Recreational Activities and Sociological Variables of Selected 
Blacks in Southwest Mississippi 

Attached you may find the questionnaire that was discussed. 
You are to read each statement carefully and sign for consent 
of participation. 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain data for 
a dissertation, that is being completed for the doctorai de
gree at the Texas Woman's University. 

You are to answer as accurately as possible, the data 
will be coded and analyzed, your answers will not be dis
cussed with anyone, you are to place a check mark in the space 
provided to the left of the question, and return the question
naires at the end of the day. 

I understand that: 

MY RETURN OF THIS QUESTIONNAIRE CONSTITUTES MY INFORMED CONSENT 
TO ACT AS A SUBJECT IN THIS RESEARCH. 

NO MEDICAL SERVICE OR COMPENSATION IS PROVIDED TO SUBJECTS BY 
. THE UNIVERSITY AS A RESULT OF INJURY FROr-1 PARTICIPATION IN 
RESEARCH. 

I MAY WITHDRAW AT ANY Tir-1E FROM THE RESEARCH. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

Signature Date 
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RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES 
A:\IONG SELECTED BLACKS IN SOUTHWEST MISSISSIPPI 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

DIRECTIO:'\S: Please check I vi only one an~wer to each question. 

1. SEX 

( I Male 
( I Female 

2. MARITALSTATUS 

I SI~GLE 
I ~lARRIED 
I DIVORCED 
I SEPARATED 
I WIDOWED 

3. Resident 

I NATIVE MISSISSIPPIAN 
I LIVING IN MISSISSIPPI 
I LIVE-D IN ~HSSISSIPPI LESS 
THAN 5 YEARS 

4. Education 

I LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 
I HIGHSCHOOLGRADUATE 
I COLLEGESTUDENT 
I COLLEGE GRADUATE 

5. AGE 

) 18 
) :?0-29 
I 30·39 
140·45 

6. COUNTY I LIVE IN 

I ADAMS 
I AMITE 
I COPIAH 
I CLAIBORNE 
I HINDS 
I LINCOLN 
I PIKE 
I SIMPSON 
I WARREN 
I WALTHALL 
I WILKINSON 

7. AUTOMOBILE 

I NONE 
I ONE 
I TWO 
J THREE OR MORE 

8. OCCUPATION 

I CLERICAL AND SALES 
I CRAFTS 
I FAR:\IING 
I LABORERS, EXCEPT FARM 
I MANAGERS AND OFFICALS 
I PROFESSIOI'AL A;";D TECHNICAL 
I SERVICE WORKERS 
I MISCELLANEOUS 
I UNE:\lPLOYED 
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9. FAMILY MAKE-UP 

1.:\IOTHER HOUSE-HEAD 
I FATHER HOUSE-HEAD 
I FE.:\IALE-NO CHILDREN 
I MALE-NO CHILDREN 

iO. RELIGION 

I PROTEST ANT 
I CHRISTIAN 
I JEWISH 
IISLAMISM 

11. WELFARESTATUS 

I I YES 
I I NO 
I )SOME 

12. INCO:\tE ANNUALLY 

l BELOW ~.000 
l ~.000-$9,999 
l $10,000-$14.000 
I $15,00-~19,000 
I $20,000-ABOVE 

13. HOUSING 

I I RENT 
I IOWN 
I l BOARD 

14. AVAILABLE ORGANIZED RECREATIO!': PROGRAMS 

I I PLAYGROUNDS 
I ) SPORTS CLUBS 
I . I SPECIAL-INTEREST CLUBS 
( l SPECIAL COMMUNITY EVENTS 

15. COl\1.:\tUNlTY TYPE 

I I URBAN 
I I RURAL 
I I RURALFARM 

16. RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

I RECREATIO='l CENTER 
I SCHOOL FACILITIES 
ICHVRCH 
I PARK 
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LEISURE ACTIVITIES BLANK 

DIRECTIO~S: Please check ( i/) tho~e leisure acti\'ities that are participated in your communities. 
These are activities that are actually engage in. 

!\1ECHANICS 

__ Amateur radio 
__ Auto repairing 
__ Billiards or pool 
__ Boxing 
__ Camping 
__ Carpentry 
__ E!t·ctronics 
__ Fi5hing ldPep-sea) 
__ Fi5hing (or gliding) 
__ Hunting 
__ Mark~man~hip 
__ Mechanics 
__ Metalworking 
__ Model building 
__ Playing poker 
__ .Volunteer fire fighting 
__ Weightliiting 
__ Wrestling 
__ Woodworking and related crafts 

INTELLECTUAL 

__ Acting (dramatics) 
__ Attending conceru 
__ Back p3cking 
__ Chess 
__ Civic organizations 
__ Con~ervation or ecology organization 
__ Hiking or walking 
__ Pb)·ing a musical instrument 
__ Political activities 
__ Reading !books, plays, poetry) 
__ Singing 
__ Traveling abroad 
__ Visiting mu!'eums 
__ Writing poetry or stories 

CRAFTS 

-- Ceramics or pottery 
-- Collecting (antiques, coins, etc.) 
__ Cooking and baking 
__ Crossword puzzles 
-- Dancing (ballet or modern) 
__ Designing clothes 
__ Flower arranging 
__ Folkdancing 
__ Home decorating 
__ Jewelry making 
__ Jig-saw puzzles 
__ Knitting or crocheting 
__ Leatherworking 
__ Needlework 
__ Painting and Drawing 
__ Sewing 
__ Weaving 

SLOW LIVING 

__ Dancing (social) 
__ Dining out 
__ Dri"ing (motoring) 
__ Exercising 
__ Gardening 
__ Going to movies 
__ Listening to the radio 
__ Playing records (music) 
__ Reading (newspapers, magazines) 
__ Sightseeing 
__ Social drinking 
__ Sunbathing 
__ Taking pictures 
__ Talking on telephone 
__ Visiting friends 
__ Watching team sporu 
__ Watching TV shows 
__ Windowshopping 
__ Writing letters 
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Lei~nrt' Acthitie• Blank 
PagP2 

i\EIGHBORHOOD SPORTS 

__ Badminton 
__ Ba,..eball or softball 
__ Basketball 
__ Bicycling 
__ Bowling 
__ Checkers or go 
__ Football 
__ GoU 
__ jogging 
__ Kitefl~ing 
__ Tabie tennis I ping pong) 
__ Vollerhall 

GL\.\10UR SPOR't 

--Archery 
__ Boating 
__ Canoeing 
__ Horseback riding 
__ Ice skating -
__ Motorboating 
__ Motorcycling 
__ Mountain climbing 
__ Sailing 
__ Skiing 
__ Swimming 
__ Tennis 
__ Waterskiing 
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