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OER Then and Now

● Then: Around 2014
○ In OER repositories

■ Very little for TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) or Linguistics
■ A few items tagged for ESL

○ But a growing number of websites and other resources
● Now in OER Commons: 

○ ~40 results for TESOL, mostly lesson activities
○ Linguistics: 180+ now, including many relevant for TESOL
○ ESL: 750+, including (but not limited to)

■ 24 Full Courses
■ 42 Lecture/Lecture Notes
■ 45 Textbooks
■ 75 Assignments
■ 291 Lesson Plans



2015: Started the process of online TESOL Certificate

● Series of 2 Methods courses
○ Intro to TESOL
○ Methods and Materials for TESOL

● Shared Textbook (Brown’s Teaching by Principles)
○ But students needed more than just reading

● LING 4354: Methods and materials for TESOL
○ 6 modules covering teaching different aspects of ESL

■ Vocabulary Reading
■ Writing Grammar
■ Pronunciation Speaking/Listening



Our Goal: Prepare students to be better ESL teachers!

● In the world of TESOL
○ Some programs may not have access to books

■ Financial considerations
■ Geographic considerations

○ Some programs may only have one ESL teacher on their campus
■ No resource sharing with other teachers
■ No one to ask about how to teach particular topics

● Find an online community of other ESL teachers where they can ask for help, 
resources, ideas, etc

● Understand that they don’t need to re-invent the wheel!
○ So many resources already created and publicly available
○ They just need to know what’s out there

● So how do we best help our students figure out what’s out there? 



Resource Management Activities

● One per module
● Find 5 websites related to the module topic

○ Can be resources for teachers (lecture slides, explanations, etc)
○ Can be a page to send students to or use in class

● For each website
○ Title, link, comments
○ For Students or for Teachers?

● Throughout the semester, students add to their master list
○ By semester end, they have a great list of at least 30 websites that they have curated
○ “My Fab 5” that they share with classmates in a final discussion



A typical example



And a spark of brilliance



Tips for Resource Curation Assignments

● Be clear about expectations
● Be clear about benefits
● Provide examples or suggestions for a way to do them
● But let students choose a way to do it that works for them
● Don’t make your grading life impossible!

○ Completion 
○ Each module only submit resources for that module (or you scroll and search)
○ Submit all and share at the end

● Start small and build gradually
○ Within one class
○ Adding new classes  



OER Framework: What and Why of OER in TESOL courses
-Peggy’s teaching with technology course



Teaching with Technology Course (TESOL-focus)
*with Dexter the Westie

● Resources
● Innovation as 

teaching 
identity

● Leadership
● Advocacy
● Access/Equity 



Diffusion of Innovations scale
We want our TESOL students to be early adopters and/or innovators. 

Open Education is one key area for this to happen.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diffusion_of_innovations

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diffusion_of_innovations


Key Concepts and Resources Taught

● Creative Commons Licensing
● Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research 

materials that are either (a) in the public domain or (b) licensed in a manner that 
provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 5R 
activities.

● Five R’s: Retain, Reuse, Revise, Remix, Redistribute 
● See also Lessig’s idea of remix culture and read/write culture versus “read only”
● Connections to Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
● Connections to standards such as ISTE standards and the broader OER 

community

https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/education-oer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://opencontent.org/definition/


OER (Open education resources): resources. leadership. advocacy

Resources
● Open Educational Resources (OER) for English Language Instruction
● Finding OERs
● UTA Library Guide on OER
● Time to explore OERs in class and outside of class
● Sharing of OERs in curated content (assignment) and in individual 

lesson plans
● Open pedagogy: https://libguides.uta.edu/openped

https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/esl-pro/oer-for-el-instruction
https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/education-oer/education-oer-resources/
https://libguides.uta.edu/oer
https://libguides.uta.edu/openped


OER (Open education resources): resources. leadership. advocacy

● OER | Katie Gosa | TEDxUTA [Katie is the former 
student body president at UTA]. Great overview video 
from a former UTA student's perspective. 

Dialogue Question (based on the TED talk): 

● What role does advocacy play in OER?  
○ (See ISTE Standard: 

https://www.iste.org/standards/iste-standards-for-
teachers)  Leader 2B: Advocate for equitable access to 
educational technology, digital content and learning 
opportunities to meet the diverse needs of all students.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUgqdSOD9bg
https://www.iste.org/standards/iste-standards-for-teachers


Discussion in Class (and Canvas): Fostering Critical 
Thinking and Agency about OERs

● What role does OER play in teaching ESL?
● Why do OERs matter when teaching globally 

(e.g., access and equity to content and 
curriculum)?

● Find an OER related to teaching ESL or 
linguistics and post it in the Teams window. 

● Example: OER Commons [adult education]

https://www.oercommons.org/groups/adult-education-open-community-of-resources/45/


Discussed in Class

Basics How should quality be 
defined for OERs?

Is peer review a “must” 
criteria for ensuring quality 

in a course?
Curriculum and Content

Should OERs have a 
certain text-based visual 
and readability appeal in 
terms of balance of text 

versus graphics?

Should OERs have 
interactivity such as games 

(e.g., 5HP) to gauge 
understanding?

How do you design a 
“rich learning 

environment” for your 
online course(s) using 

quality open educational 
resources?

What are ways to consider 
Universal Design for 

Learning and Accessibility 
Principles when creating 

and curating open 
educational resources?

Leveraging Resources for 
Quality

Who do you currently 
collaborate with in 

curating and evaluating 
open access resources?

How can librarians support 
online faculty and 

students?

How can instructional 
designers support 

educators and students?



Outcomes, Lessons Learned, & Next Steps

● Students located lesson resources and ideas in OER Commons

https://www.oercommons.org/

● OER as a topic covered across at least two instructors in conjunction with 
pedagogy-related TESOL courses. 

● Dialogue and modeling fostered the creation of a rationale for use. 

Next Steps:

● Create an OER with Cindy Kilpatrick (Pressbooks on teaching remote/virtual 
ESL)

● Continue to do more modeling of using OER  

https://www.oercommons.org/


Questions? 
Comments?


