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Abstract
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Results

This is the first comparative study of 
changes in the American public’s 
attitudes toward intermarriages with 
blacks, Asians, Hispanics, and whites. 
We tested our hypotheses using 
nationally representative samples 
from GSS 2000-2016. Our trend 
analyses reveal that, since 2000, 
approximately 70 percent or more of 
Americans have either strongly 
favored or favored, or held a neutral 
stand on, intermarriages with blacks, 
Asians, and Hispanics, but strong 
favor toward intermarriage with whites 
has declined. Our regression 
analyses show that, either including 
or excluding control variables, 
American attitudes have become 
generally more supportive of 
intermarriages with blacks, Asians, 
and Hispanics but less favorable 
toward intermarriage with whites in 
the twenty-first century, especially 
since 2008 and in the case of 
intermarriage with Hispanics since 
2010. The results suggest that as 
American society becomes more 
diverse and educated, intermarriages, 
especially with racial or ethnic 
minorities, have gained wide 
acceptance, most likely reaching the 
point of no return. 

1. How have American attitudes 
toward intermarriages with 
blacks, Asians, Hispanics, and 
whites changed in the 21st

century? 
2. Who is more or less likely to 

support intermarriages with 
blacks, Asians, Hispanics, and 
whites?

Our trend analyses reveal that, since 
2000, approximately 70% or more of 
Americans have either strongly 
favored or favored, or held a neutral 
stand on, intermarriages with blacks, 
Asians, and Hispanics, but strong 
favor toward intermarriage with 
whites has declined.
The results suggest that as American 
society becomes more diverse and 
educated, intermarriages, especially 
with racial or ethnic minorities, have 
gained wide acceptance, most likely 
reaching the point of no return. 

The data come from the 2000-2016 
General Social Surveys. 
1. Attitudes toward intermarriage with 

blacks - 13,634 cases 
2. Attitudes toward intermarriage 

with Asians - 11,776 cases 
3. Attitudes toward  intermarriage 

with Hispanics - 11,792 cases 
4. Attitudes toward intermarriage 

with whites - 12,675 cases

Our main hypothesis is that American 
attitudes toward intermarriages with 
racial or ethnic minorities such as 
blacks, Asians, and Hispanics should 
have become more favorable across 
the board in the twenty-first century, 
either controlling or not controlling for 
other determinants of attitudes toward 
intermarriages, but attitudes toward 
intermarriage with whites may go in 
the opposite direction. 

Trend analyses by year for each of the 
dependent variables. Tried ordinal logistic 
regression since the dependent variables 
are ordinal variables. However, the 
parallel lines assumption was not met. 
Hence, we decided to use ordinary least 
squares regression instead, given the 
relatively normal distributions of the 
dependent variables.  
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Hypotheses

Data and Samples

• Table 1 shows descriptive statistics of 
the sample 

• Figure 1 shows trends in attitudes 
toward the level of immigration in 
percentage 

• Table 2 shows results of two OLS 
regression models for each of the 
dependent variables, one with year 
dummy variables only and the other 
with year dummy variables plus control 
variables

Conclusion
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