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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to the presentation! My name is Amy James and I am the Head of Instruction and Information Literacy at Baylor University. For the next few minutes I will be sharing some information literacy instruction statistics and I’ll share a little bit about classroom spaces at the Baylor Libraries.



Research & Engagement
Library Instruction Data

Academic Year # of Sessions # of Participants % Active Learning

2017-2018 434 8929 19.5%

2018-2019 541 10096 23%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, to give you some background on how many sessions the Research & Engagement Department has been teaching – you can see here that from June 1 2017-May 31, 2018 library instruction in the research & engagement department was at 424 sessions, with a total of 8,929 participants. Then, from June 1, 2018-May 31, 2019 the librarians and library instructors in the research & engagement department taught 541 sessions and reached 10,096 participants.So the R&E department saw an increase of 107 library instruction sessions during that time and an increase of 1,167 participants.Library instructors in the Research & Engagement Department also track the mode of instruction for each session that they conduct. You can see here that in the 2017-18 year 19.5% of those sessions used active learning strategies in some way and then in the 2018-19 year we saw a slight increase in active learning sessions at 23%.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, now lets look at our instruction spaces. Here you can see here the first iteration of classroom space in the Jones Library, built in 1992, which was and is still mostly used for lecture style instruction. This class still exists in this configuration for the time being. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was the second iteration of classroom space, built in 2009. This space was geared towards more of a directed practice style instruction. So, we were trying to do less lecturing and more moving around the room to help students practice searching and other information literacy skills.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was our third iteration of classroom space—open air, so no walls--and flexible seating. This space was built in 2011. It allows for group work and also serves as an event space. You’ll notice another difference from the previous two rooms is that there are no computers for students to use. Instructors can either ask students to bring their laptops OR we have carts with laptops that we can bring up for classes held in this space.So, now moving on to talk more about building an active learning classroom is David Burns. I’ll let him go ahead and introduce himself.



Building an Active Learning Classroom
David Burns
Director of Learning Space and Media Services



Laying the groundwork

• In 2016 the Library did some work assessing our current formal 
learning spaces

• Formed Teaching and Learning Spaces Working Group
• Learning Spaces Rating System (Educause initiative)



“provides a framework to measure the potential performance of a learning 
space, that is, to assess what the space enables learners and instructors to do 
in it. It serves as a way to measure progress toward designing learning spaces 

that support active learning and engagement.”

Introduction, Learning Spaces Rating System 



LSRS Criteria



Starting the process

• Spring 2017: needed a new classroom and we had some ideas.
• Summer 2017: identified space and secured funding
• Late Summer 2017: assembled planning group (library faculty, 

admin, technology, facilities – included Learning Spaces Working 
Group)



Rating the current space:
what do we have to work with?











Designing the new space





Technology Priorities

1. Any input to any display
2. Wireless connections to displays



Technology Solutions

1. Any input to any display: AV over IP
2. Wireless connections to displays: Solstice



Windows
Mac
iOS
Android

Wireless connections to displays: 
Solstice Wireless Displays



Wireless connections to displays: 
Solstice Wireless Displays



AV over IP
+

Solstice Wireless Displays
=

Any device to any display



Other features

• Intuitive touch panel
• Color coded group displays
• Height-adjustable instructor table
• Storage for furniture and technology









How Moody 104 has Changed 
(My) Info Lit Instruction to 
First Year Composition Classes
Ellen Filgo
Assistant Director of Research & Engagement



ENG 1304 Program at Baylor

• “Thinking, Writing & Research”
• 120 classes/year, 75% taught in the spring semester
• Taught by English grad students, lecturers, adjuncts
• We have provided instruction in a majority of the classes for 

many years
• Quite a few students test out of or bypass this class



Previous ENG 1304 Instruction
• Taught in a traditional classroom
• Outline:

• Basic overview of libraries/services
• Catalog/database searching 

instruction
• Time for individual searching
• Source evaluation (if time or 

requested)
• Topic choice, focusing/narrowing 

topic (if time or requested)



Previous ENG 1304 Instruction



ENG 1304 to ENG 1310

• Changes to core curriculum in the College of Arts & Sciences
• ENG 1310 proposed as an alternative to fulfill the “Research 

Writing” class
• ENG 1304 still required by programs outside of the CAS
• The switch to ENG 1310 comes alongside bolstered library 

information literacy efforts



ENG 1310
• “ENG 1310 is grounded in academic inquiry and rhetoric. Our goal is 

first to inquire, to determine what is known—and credible—about a 
topic or issue. Then, we ask questions about what is known: How do we 
understand and define this issue? How might we evaluate it? What can 
we do about it? Engaging in this inquiry and responding to these 
questions leads to rhetorical practice. We use rhetorical skills to 
construct knowledge by creating arguments that are built on the 
foundations of what has already been thought and said. Thus, writing 
and inquiry rely on researching and reflecting upon the thoughts and 
ideas of others.”



Information Literacy Framework
• Searching as Strategic Exploration

• “Searching for information is often nonlinear and iterative, requiring 
the evaluation of a range of information sources and the mental 
flexibility to pursue alternate avenues as new understanding 
develops.”

• “The act of searching often begins with a question that directs the act 
of finding needed information. Encompassing inquiry, discovery, and 
serendipity, searching identifies both possible relevant sources as well 
as the means to access those sources. ”



Underlying Theories
• Constructivist Learning Theory

• Students construct their own knowledge by building on past 
experiences and knowledge

• Active Learning Theory (aspect of Constructivism)
• “instructional activities involving students in doing things and 

thinking about what they are doing” * 
• Stage set by Moody 104
* Bonwell, C. C., & Eison, J. A. (1991). Active Learning: Creating Excitement in the Classroom. 1991 ASHE-ERIC Higher Education Reports. ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Higher Education, The George Washington University, One Dupont Circle, Suite 630, Washington, DC 20036-1183 ($17. Retrieved 
from https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED336049

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED336049


Classroom activities
• Introduction to library services
• Ask this question as they come in 

the room:
“If you could tell next year’s 
incoming students one thing about 
the library – what would that be?”





Classroom activities

• Introduce them to OneSearch (discovery system) on main page of 
library’s website

• 5-10 minutes to find one resource on your topic
• Ask for volunteers to connect to the pod screen and display their 

item
• Have them describe what they found and how they found it



Discussion

• Students used all sorts of methods for searching – dumping in whole phrases, 
selective keywords, utilizing faceted searching, etc.

• Search strategies
• Students found all sorts of resources – scholarly articles, book chapters, 

newspaper articles, etc.
• Source evaluation

• Students encountered problems – items not in full-text, broken links when trying 
to access full text, books already checked out, etc.

• Persistence/Asking for help



Take-aways

• First exercise – difference between 1st and 2nd semester first year 
students?

• Second exercise – you have to be a nimble facilitator
• We did a version of Think – Share.  Would adding in “pair” help with 

wanting to share?
• Teaching the discovery system!



Future Plans

• Amy joined the library faculty in the spring, we have now revamped and 
streamlined all of our ENG 1304/1310 instruction – which we should be 
able to teach in any classroom.

• Changes to Jones 105?



Other Kinds of Instruction 
in our Active Learning Lab
Sha Towers
Interim Associate Dean of the Central Libraries & Director of Research & 
Engagement













Impacts, Partnerships, Etc.
• Academy for Teaching and Learning hosted seminar series, including session on 

Active Learning. 
• Departmental meetings, new faculty orientations, summer faculty institute and 

other events.
• Campus learning spaces working group formed to identify spaces on campus for 

active learning classrooms. Partnership between library, registrar, facilities, 
departments.

• Hosting first semester-length courses featuring active learning Fall 2019. Active 
Learning Fellows coming in Spring 2020.



“the feature . . .that seems 
to have the greatest impact 
on learning is not the 
expensive flat-screen 
monitors or other showy 
technology . . . it is the 
humble circular table.”

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Does-Redesigning-Classrooms/240491

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Does-Redesigning-Classrooms/240491


It’s the last slide!
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