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A SURVEY OF THE APPLICATION OF AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS IN THE FACILITIES OF SECONDARY
SCHOOLS CONSTRUCTED IN DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS AFTER 1990
BY LINDA GARRETT, B.S., M.S., M.L.S.
MAY2001

This study investigated how secondary public school libraries in Dallas County,
Texas, constructed since 1990, meet or fail to meet national library media center facility
guidelines established by the American Association of School Librarians and the
Association for Educational Communications and Technology in 1988. Nineteen
secondary schools were identified as meeting the criteria and visited by the researcher to
gather data. Visual observations were made as well as data gathered with a checklist
based on Appendix C of Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media
Programs 1988.
The literature review followed the historical development of secondary school
library standards from 1920 to 1988. Each of the nineteen schools constructed in Dallas
County, Texas was evaluated as to whether it met or failed to meet the latest facility
standards published in 1988. The findings indicated the secondary schools met the
standards in adequate space for the entrance/circulation area, computer workstations,
stacks, reading room seating, workroom, and equipment storage. The standards were not
met because of the lack of small group listening and viewing areas, maintenance repair
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area, media production laboratory, darkroom, audio studio, or large television studio in
the schools visited.
The researcher concluded with discussion and implications of the findings. The
findings indicate the schools do not follow standards when designing library facilities.
More thought should be given to the size of the facility and student population in order
for the form of the facility to follow the function of the program to enhance student
learning.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

According to a 1999 report from the National Clearinghouse for Educational
Facilities (NCEF), many school districts are engaged in construction projects to manage
their increasing student enrollment. Public school districts in the United States put more
than $15 billion worth of construction in place during 1998, by far the most construction
completed in a calendar year in our nation's history. The National Clearinghouse for
Educational Facilities indicates that this surge in construction should continue for several
more years (National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities 1999).
Building a new school plant is an exciting project for an educational community.
As with many structural elements, the design and placement of the library media center
(LMC) within the building has a lasting impact on the programs and services offered by
the library both at the time of construction and in the future. "LMC facilities planning
relates space to its intended use - form follows function" (Prostano and Prostano 1999,
113 ). The physical plant in part affects the program and services available at the school
library. "Careful planning of facilities is needed to ensure that they are used to their
maximum potential" (Rouse 1986, 26).
The potential outcome of how a library media center should look and function is
in the national standards. A national library standards committee from the American

Library Association asserts an influence on the design of school library facilities and
programs although they are not binding (Prostano and Prostano 1999, 7).
In June of 1957, H. Wayne Herald submitted a dissertation to th~ School of
Education of Stanford University entitled Planning Library Facilities for the Secondary
School. One of his intentions for the research was to compare recently constructed
library facilities with the standards of the American Library Association for determining
the degree to which the standards were met (Herald 1957, 2). Dr. Herald based his
research on the American Library Association standards of 1945, School Libraries for
Today and Tomorrow: Functions and Standards (American Library Association
Committees on Post-War Planning 1945) and a 1952 report from the Committee on
Planning School Library Quarters entitled Dear Mr. Architect (American Library
Association Committee on Planning School Library Quarters 1952). Herald developed a
survey instrument to examine the physical facility of the school library according to
recommended guidelines set forth in the standards. Based on visits to twenty-five
recently constructed secondary schools in California, he examined several aspects of the
design according to the standards and made recommendations for improvement. Herald's
study concluded the library facilities surveyed generally did not meet the American
Library Association's school library facility standards (Herald 1957, 144).
John T. Rutland conducted a related study for his dissertation in 1971. The
purpose of this study was to analyze and appraise the basic physical facilities and
educational roles of twelve selected secondary school libraries in the southern United
States and establish guidelines for future secondary school libraries (Rutland 1971, 6).
2

Rutland referenced the American Association of School Librarians' Standards for School
Library Programs (American Association of School Librarians 1960) and the American
Association of School Librarians and Department of Audiovisual Inst~ction's Standards
for School Media Programs of 1969 (American Association of School Librarians and
Department of Audiovisual Instruction 1969). Rutland also visited selected campuses
and conducted a survey of the physical facilities according to the recommended
guidelines. He followed up the visual examination of the school library by administering
surveys to the principal, head librarian, twelve teachers, and approximately twenty-five
students on each campus. Based on his research, there was little evidence of the
application of the American Library Association's school library facility standards in the
library design (Rutland 1971, 40).
Together, Herald and Rutland surveyed and analyzed how various secondary
school library media centers met, or failed to meet, the national library standards from
1945 to 1969. A review of dissertations after 1971 reveals little research pertaining to the
school library facility. Several authors commented on the lack of research in sundry
articles and books. In an article proposing research ideas concerning school library
facilities, Woolls (1999, 265) noted a need for updating Herald's and Rutland's research
to assist library media specialists planning facilities. Everhart ( 1998, 148) analyzed
different aspects of the library media center and the supporting research in her book
entitled Evaluating the School Library Media Center: Analysis Techniques and Research
Practices. She compiled surveys and checklists from many state agencies to help the
library practitioners assess their libraries and programming. In the concluding section of
3

each chapter, she listed references, further reading, recent dissertations, and web sites for
more information. However, she did not cite any recent dissertations in her chapter on
"Facilities" as she does in the other chapters (Everhart 1998, 148). Th~ unprecedented
growth in school construction and a lack of recent research is a call to investigate the
American Library Association's library media center standards for facilities.

Statement of the Problem
Few architects and educational administrators understand the instructional nature
of a school library program (Roberts 1998, 163). The school library can provide an
environment that will encourage and support teaching and learning within its spaces
(Woolls 1999, 105). The old maxim of "form follows function" is now more realistically
phrased as "form permits function" (Morris 1992, 222). Following library standards
when designing a school allows the educational community to achieve the needed form
that will allow the desired function thus emphasizing each school's purpose and mission.
The most widely accepted national standards for school libraries are those
established by the American Library Association. Formulated by school librarians and
library administrators through their national associations, these standards serve as guides
for the improvement and extension of library services throughout the United States.
"Promoting effective physical access to information resources and intellectual access to
the content is the central unifying concept of these guidelines" (American Association of
School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and Technology
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1988, x). The programming, administrative, and teaching are important concepts for the
schools librarian.

Significance of the Problem
The National Clearinghouse for Educational Statistics projects a 26% growth in
the number of Texas high school students by the year 2007 from the year 1995 (National
Clearinghouse for Educational Statistics 1999). The school age population is increasing
at a time when public school facilities are deteriorating and in need of new construction,
replacement, or major renovation as evidenced by increased school construction
nationwide.
From 1983 through 1995, close to 60 percent of all public school
construction dollars were spent on existing buildings - adding to them or
upgrading them - and about 40 percent was spent on new buildings. Since 1995,
however, that trend has changed. Today slightly more than half of each year's
construction dollars have gone toward new school buildings.
The report cites a number of factors that combined to push construction to
an all-time high, including more children moving through the educational system,
strong economic growth, greater political recognition of the importance of
education, and a growing realization of the deteriorating condition of our nation's
schools. (National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities 1999)
Whatever the reasons may be, new school construction is a reality. The design of
the school library, as part of the total campus facility, should be based on the assumption
that the educational purpose of the library is in concert with the educational purpose of
the school. Standards are presuppositions by the school library community that a model
library program and facility meet the educational needs of the students. Found in local,
state, regional, or national guidelines, the standards give voice to the school library
5

program and facility that should be communicated to the architects and others in the
educational community.

If that voice is not heard, then the educational community does ~ot realize there
are special standards for the school library. National standards, such as Information
Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs, offer the educational community
quantitative standards for the library media center's program and facility (American
Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1988). If the standards were followed in new school construction since
1990, the educational community and architects know of their existence. If the standards
were not followed in the last ten years, the school librarians and administrators did not
convey the existence of the standards to the educational community and architects
needing the information or one or both groups chose not to use them.

Purpose of Study
The purpose of this study is to use nationally recognized standards to analyze and
evaluate the physical school library facilities of secondary schools constructed after 1990
in Dallas County, Texas. The standards of measurement are in the American Association
of School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and
Technology's Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs, a
- publication of the American Library Association (American Association of School
Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1988).

6

Importance of the Study
School districts are constructing new facilities to manage their increasing
enrollment and need design parameters for a campus library. Established and accepted
standards can be used effectively to justify design requests (Schmidt and Reick 2000,
316). School library directors, school librarians, principals, and superintendents are
usually involved in the designing phase of library media centers in these new facilities.
This study will help the designing team for the school library media center examine what
is used and not used in the design process by examining how standards are applied in the
construction of Texas secondary school library facilities.

Research Questions
1. How do secondary public school libraries in Dallas County, Texas, constructed since
1990, meet national library media center facility guidelines established by the
American Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational
Communications and Technology in 1988?
2. How do secondary public school libraries in Dallas County, Texas, constructed since
1990, fail to meet national facility guidelines established by the American
Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational
Communications and Technology in 1988?
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I

Limitations of the Study
1. Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs (American
Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational ·
Communications and Technology 1988) is the only quantitative standard used in the
evaluation of the school libraries.
2. The American Library Association standards for library facilities are not the only
criteria used to evaluate public school libraries.
3. Educational objectives and program objectives of the library media center within the
individual schools are not included as part of this study, only the guidelines for the
library facility.
4. The study evaluates only secondary schools newly constructed since 1990 in Dallas
(Texas) County.
5. The researcher evaluated each library by visually observing the organization and
design of the facility.

Organization of the Dissertation
Library professionals recognize the American Library Association's Information
Power (American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988) standards and guidelines for school library
programming and facilities as the national standards for library design. In 1957, Herald
evaluated the design of secondary public school libraries according to comparable
standards of the time. Rutland conducted a related study in 1971 that included the
8

physical facility and the educational role of the secondary school library. The present
study examines the standards formulated in Information Power: Guidelines for School
Library Media Programs in 1988. Chapter I discusses the importance .of school library
standards and their application in today's school construction. Chapter II traces the
historical development of school library standards. Chapter III discusses the design of
the study and the methodology. Chapter IV presents the results of the study and Chapter
V the implications of the findings and recommendations for further research.

Operational Definitions

Audio studio

An audio studio is a room or area next to the television
studio for recording, editing, or producing sound
presentations to enhance the television production.
Alternatively, the audio studio is a room for a district
operated radio station.

Computer learning
laboratory

A computer laboratory is a separate room or area
equipped with networked computer workstations to
provide students with opportunities for group
instruction and individual use of computers for word
processing or for independent study projects. The area
has glass walls for supervision by library staff.

Conference areas

A conference area is a large room of approximately
500 square feet located within the school library.
Moveable walls within this area allow for subdividing
the area into smaller conference rooms. The number of
conference areas needed depends upon the size of the
school and the educational program. Conference
rooms should contain sufficient electrical outlets, light
control, cable outlets, and acoustical treatments to
allow presentations and viewing. A portion of the wall
or door should be glass to allow supervision by the
Iibrary staff.
9

Darkroom

A darkroom for developing photographs from film
should be located adjacent to the media production
laboratory. The room requires a chemical resistant
sink, running water, electrical outlets, light locks,
refrigeration, counter space, and adequate ventilation.

Entrance/circulation

The entrance/circulation area is usually the space
between the entrance door and circulation desk the
patrons see when entering the library. The area
includes the circulation desk, online/card catalog, theftdetection system, copy machine, and display and
promotional space.

Equipment storage and
distribution

The equipment storage and distribution room is a
secure storage area, with an exit to the hall, for shared
audiovisual equipment. The shelving is deep and
adjustable to protect large equipment. Counter space
height is appropriate for simple repairs with drawers
for storage of replacement lamps. Electrical outlets for
testing equipment and a cable drop for recording off
the air productions should be near.

Independent School District
(ISD)

The term Independent School District is usually part of
the official or legal name of public school districts in
Texas (i.e. Highland Park Independent School District
(HPISD).

Library media center

The library media center is the space within the school
plant that houses the library books, audiovisual
materials, equipment, computer software, and hardware
that supports the library program. The room may also
be referred to as the school library.

Maintenance repair

The maintenance repair room is a large area in or near
the equipment storage area with a workbench. The
space would include appropriate tools, test equipment,
and replacement parts for the repair and maintenance of
audiovisual equipment.

Media production laboratory

The media production laboratory is a room in the
library, about the size of a classroom, where students
and teachers can do production work, such as making
bulletin board designs, posters, or instructional
10

materials. The room is secured with lockable cabinets
for storing supplies, and should be equipped with
soundproofing, controlled lighting, temperature
control, running water, extra electrical outlets, and
appropriate furniture for the type of production work
done.
Multipurpose room

The multipurpose room is a classroom, adjacent to the
reading room, where the librarian or classroom teacher
gives group instruction. The room should have
appropriate electrical, television, and Internet access.

Periodical storage

The periodical storage room is a separate area for
storing back issues of magazines and/or microform
material. It should be near the print or electronic
magazine indexes.

Professional collection

The professional collection is composed of magazines,
books, teaching kits, audiotapes, and videos that relate
to instructional units or graduate level research.

Reading, browsing,
listening, viewing,
individual study, computing
space

This largest space in the library is for students to use
for reading, browsing, and listening or viewing
audiovisual materials. It should also contain tables,
chairs, and computer workstations.
The reading room is the main part of the library that
should be a mix of tables of different sizes to
accommodate students in classes and those doing
individual study (Texas Education Agency 1991, 14).
Students and teachers should have easy access to the
collection from the reading room.
Listening and viewing rooms are a series of small,
acoustically treated rooms for students or teachers to
use for group activities, or listening to or viewing
media. Listening and viewing rooms are smaller than
conference areas but the recommended size of
individual conference rooms although they may have
different furnishings.
Individual study areas should be a mixture of small
two-person tables in the reading room where students
can do independent activities. Frequently the tables are
near the circulation desk for supervision.
Computer workstations are part of the library, the
11

computer lab, and provide individual access to
databases, software, and the Internet.
Secondary schools

Secondary schools are schools that enroll students in
any combination of grades 7 - 12. They may be
labeled middle, junior, or high schools. For the
purpose of this study, secondary schools are public
schools.

Small group area

Small group areas, in addition to conference rooms, are
for small groups to listen to or view materials or work
on projects. The rooms have extra acoustical
treatment, light control, cable drop, and a wall screen.
These rooms may also be used as the listening and
viewing rooms.

Stacks

Stacks are the shelving units where the books and
audiovisual materials are housed.

Teacher/professional area

The teacher/professional area is a room with shelving
for housing professional resources away from contact
with students. The furniture includes soft, lounge
seating and tables for working, planning, or group
meetings. Equipment includes a telephone and
computer workstation.

Telecommunications
distribution

The telecommunications distribution room is for
housing equipment necessary to distribute audio and
visual programs.

Television studio

A television studio is a large, centralized room with a
system for receiving, storing, and redistributing
television broadcasts from outside sources such as a
satellite or produced on a campus. The studio may be
at the district level and is optional on a campus level
(Texas Education Agency 1982, 7).

Texas Education Agency

The Texas Education Agency is the official governing
agency that administers the state public school policy
in Texas. The head of the agency is the Commissioner
of Education and is appointed by the governor.

12

Workroom

The workroom is a room, usually behind the circulation
desk, for the librarian to receive and process materials.
The size of the space where materials are processed
will depend on the anticipated workload and the
number of staff members using the area. An outside
entrance will permit easier deliveries. Glass windows
enable staff to observe the main reading area. The
room includes a computer workstation, shelves,
drawers, counter height work cabinets, and tables. The
room may include a desk for a clerk or other staff
member.

13

CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Louis Sullivan, a nineteenth century American architect, published an essay in
1896 for Lippincott's Monthly Magazine, "The Tall Office Building Artistically
Considered." The article later appeared in a collection of Sullivan's writings entitled
Kindergarten Chats (Sullivan 1947, 202). Sullivan argues that all things in nature have
shapes, forms, and outward appearances. "Unfailingly in nature shapes express the inner
life and life seeks and takes on forms in response to needs" (Sullivan 1947, 203). "Where
function does not change," he adds, "form does not change. Form ever follows function"
(Sullivan 1947, 204 ). This architectural principle of "form ever follows function" infuses
the American Library Association's standards that define those spaces necessary for a
well-designed and fully functional school library facility. The standards declare the
functions of the library and give voice to the forms that would allow those functions to
happen.
The form or design of a library facility is based on the functions of the various
areas, such as resources, programs, and activities, going on within. Cohen and Cohen
refer to this as the "behavioral elements" (Cohen and Cohen 1979, 3). Behavioral
elements are often little understood by those involved in the space planning process.
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Cohen explains:
Libraries in particular are vulnerable to the "good design gone wild" syndrome.
Some buildings win major awards from the American Library Association,
American Institute of Architects, American Society of Interior Designers, and
others but few librarians were impressed. The facilities were described as
'inhuman', 'sterile', or simply 'uncomfortable'. Buildings that 'work' usually do
so because someone understood the behavioral aspects of the structure. For
example, if standards require that libraries offer so many seats, it matters very
much how those seats are placed. Chairs too near each other often are poorly
utilized. Most librarians know that six-seater tables are rarely occupied by more
than three or perhaps four people at any given time. (Cohen and Cohen 1979, 5-6)
Architects know how to draw plans, write specifications, and oversee
construction, but they are not usually experts on how a library functions within the
school. The design of a library includes space for the preparation, maintenance,
circulation, production, and storage of all types of media resources (Woolls 2000, 297).
Each area of the library media center allows patrons the flexibility of simultaneous usage
for individuals, small groups, or large groups participating in a variety of activities. It is
essential that librarians and architects venture into each other's worlds and assume
collective responsibility for every aspect of the design process (Bradley 1998, 10). Zhu
notes that "when the librarians take users' needs as the principle basis for the planning
and designing of the library and cooperate with the architects in the preparatory work, a
satisfactory result is usually obtained" (Zhu 1989, 225). The school designed according
to user needs fulfills the desires of all the educational community including the students.
In the school library, the program defines the needs of the users. Program
planning, together with technology and space planning, result in the development of
educational specifications. The educational specifications guide the design and
15

construction project developed by the architects (Erikson and Markuson 2001, 10). Form
will only follow function when the architect and a library specialist work together on a
project. A school library facility "starts to be the moment it starts to function" (Chircop
1985, 27).
The American Library Association has long recognized that form and function are
indispensable to the design of the library's facility and program and has the most
established history of developing school library standards. Upon reviewing the literature
on the history of standards for secondary schools in the United States of America, the
researcher developed a chronology of standards documents. The documents are:
1. Standard Library Organization and Equipment for Secondary Schools of
Different Sizes, developed by the National Education Association Department
of Secondary Education and published by the American Library Association
in 1920 (Certain 1920).
2. School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow: Functions and Standards,
developed by the American Library Association Committees on Post-war
Planning and published by the American Library Association in 1945
(American Library Association Committees on Post-War Planning 1945).
3. Standards for School Library Programs, developed by the American
Association of School Librarians and published by the American Library
Association in 1960 (American Association of School Librarians 1960).
4. Standards for School Media Programs, developed in cooperation with the
American Association of School Librarians and the Department of
Audiovisual Instruction of the National Education Association and published
by the American Library Association in 1969 (American Association of
School Librarians and the Department of Audiovisual Instruction of the
National Education Association 1969).
5. Media Programs: District and School, combined the efforts of the American
Association of School Librarians, American Library Association, and the
Association for Educational Communications and Technology, published in
1975 (American Association of School Librarians, American Library
16

Association, and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1975).
6. Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs, combined
the joint efforts of the American Association of School Librarians and the
Association for Educational Communications and Technology in 1988
(American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988).
7. Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning. prepared by the
American Association of School Librarians and the Association for
Educational Communications and Technology in 1998 (American Association
of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1998).

The documents are evidence the American Library Association has historically
given earnest attention to the development of facility standards for the school library.
The tables that follow are a compilation of statements drawn from the actual standards
documents.

Historical Development of the Secondary School Library Standards
The history of school libraries is short compared to the history of other types of
libraries. In the nineteenth century and the early part of the twentieth, mastery of subject
matter was a primary goal of education, and the textbook and recitation were the tools
used to achieve it. Library materials were not considered essential to the process. The
first school libraries were used little, and their contribution to the educational process was
minimal (Gates 1990, 156). By 1835, the New York State legislature passed a law
permitting school districts to use tax monies to establish and maintain school libraries.
The U.S. Bureau of Education reported in 1876 that "826 secondary school libraries were
17

in existence in the United States and their collections totaled only a million volumes, or a
little over 1,000 volumes per library" (Woolls 1999, 12).
Freeman ( 1913) wrote an article in the April 1913 issue of the Library Journal
entitled "The Joint Work of the High School and the Public Library in Relating Education
to Life." She states, "While a large percent of our public high schools possess libraries,
most of them are small collections of reference and text-books, poorly quartered,
unclassified, and neither cataloged nor readily accessible for constant use" (Freeman
1913, 184). There were, however, some examples of exceptional high school libraries.
The Tome School in Port Deposit, Maryland reportedly had "a collection of 14,000
volumes, with a well-equipped room, accommodating two hundred readers" (Freeman
1913, 186).
In 1915, Mary Hall characterized the ideal of a "modem" high school library for
the twentieth century in her Library Journal article.
This library has a spacious and attractive reading room seating anywhere from 50
to 125 pupils, it is maintained by adequate annual appropriations and is used by
every department in the modem high school for information, as a means of
awakening or stimulating interest in a subject and for all that such a room may do
by way of suggestion and inspiration .... The activities of the modem high school
library are fast outgrowing the one reading room and other rooms are being
added. As we look over the plans of the newer library rooms we find in addition
to the reading room a librarian's office or workroom in the Spokane High
Schools, a teachers' reference room in the new Hutchinson High School of
Buffalo, and a library classroom ... in the Girls' High School, Brooklyn, N.Y ....
The library classroom adjoins the library reading room and should ... have as
little of the regular classroom atmosphere as possible. It should be made quite as
attractive as the reading room and have its interesting pictures on the walls, its
growing plants and its library furniture. Chairs with table arms on which pupils
can take notes, one or more tables around which a small class can gather with
their teacher and look over beautiful illustrated editions or pass mounted picture
and postcards from one to another. . . . There should be cases for large mounted
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lithographs. . . . A radiopticon or lantern with the projectoscope in which a
teacher can use not only lantern slides but postcards, pictures in books and
magazines, etc., is a most important part of the equipment. . . . For English work
and, indeed, for German and French a Victrola with records which will make it
possible for students to hear the English and other songs sung by famous singers,
will help them to realize what a lyric poem is.. . . A small platform for
classroom dramatics completes the important features of this new room, which
adds greatly to the library's opportunity for service to the entire school. This
room will be used by the librarian for all her classes in the use of reference books
and library tools, it will constantly service teachers of history, Latin, German,
French, and be a boon to the departments of physical and commercial geography.
After school, it will be a center for club work. Reading-clubs can be made more
interesting. . . . Classes will be scheduled for a regular class recitation there
when a teacher wishes the aid of the room in awakening interest. (Hall 1915,
628-629)

Miss Hall, a graduate of Pratt Institute Library School, was the second trained librarian
assigned to a high school. Her first school librarian assignment was the Girls' High
School in Brooklyn, New York in 1903.

Standard Library Organization and Equipment for Secondary Schools of Different Sizes
In spite of the exuberance of Mary Hall and others, school libraries continued to
develop slowly. In 1920, the National Education Association Department of Secondary
Education published a report entitled Standard Library Organization and Equipment for
Secondary Schools of Different Sizes. This report is commonly known as the "Certain
Report" (Morris 1992, 6) because Mr. Charles C. Certain was the chairman of the
committee that developed and drafted the report. These first standards are imaginative
and detailed in their description of the library and reflect the previous writings of Mary
\

Hall. Although the report begins with a gloomy picture of the status of school libraries,
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the standards are "recommended as attainable in the high schools of the United States
within the next five years" (Certain 1920, 39).
The ''requisites of a standard library organization" (Certain 1920; 39) include
descriptions of furniture, lighting, finishes, wall space, floor covering; indispensable
equipment; and housing of equipment. The report describes the form and function of the
library and recommends related materials and articles in the footnotes. The committee
counsels, "No school superintendent or high school principal should undertake to plan a
new library without the expert assistance of a trained librarian. Crudely designed
libraries are wasteful of funds, of space, of time, and of educational force" (Certain 1920,
39). Even with a limited number of trained school librarians available, the Certain report
clearly places them as the best source for communicating the functions and educational
objectives to the architects. With this information, the architects would, in turn, design
facilities appropriate for carrying out the library mission.
In 1920, the American Library Association adopted the report, after it was first
presented to the North Central Association and to the Secondary Department of the
National Education Association, and published it as standards for secondary school
libraries. These standards established the first national quantitative school library
standards and many of the basic ideas about the school library, the professional
requirements for the school librarian, and the role of the school librarian within the
school (Gann 1998, 154). Because of the Certain report of 1920, and its reiteration in
1932, library directors, school administrators, and architects now possessed, for the first
time, national standards for a high school library facility.
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The 1920 criteria for the facilities of four-year high schools and senior high
schools include specific recommendations for the location of the library within the school
and the color of the walls, ceilings, and shelving. Management recommendations vary
from giving pupils direct access to the bookshelves to "assembling all the illustrative
materials" in the library (Certain 1920, 40).

Table 1. 1920 Library Facility Standards or Certain Report

Criteria

Standard Library Organization and Equipment for
Secondary Schools of Different Sizes, Certain Report 1920

Location

In the school building and not as a rule open to the public. A central
location on the second floor admitting plenty of light and sunshine. It
should be near the study hall but separate. It must be an integral part
of the high school. In an accessible and quiet part of the building.

Temperature
Control

Well ventilated and heated.

Lighting

Well lighted with electric ceiling fixtures of either the indirect or
semi-indirect type.

Ceiling

White ceilings

Wall Space

Light buff walls. Avoid dark colors in woodwork and trim. Walls
plastered to the floor. Baseboards should be added when the shelving
is in place. The walls should be equipt [sic] with posting surfaces of
cork or burlap for the display of posters and pictures.

Flooring

Covered with linoleum or cork carpet to deaden sound

Furniture

Tables 3 by 5 feet and seating 6 persons are the standard size
recommended. Comfortable chairs, charging desk and desk for
reference work, card-catalog case, pamphlet cases, magazine stand,
newspaper rack, vertical file, book truck, lockers for librarians.
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Table 1
(continued)

Standard Library Organization and Equipment for
Secondary Schools of Different Sizes, Certain Report 1920

Shelving

Wall surfaces downward from a point 7 feet above the floor should
be shelving. Shelves should be 3 feet long, 9 inches wide and 7 feet
high. The bottom shelf should be 12 inches deep. Shelves should be
adjustable and provide for room for growth of the collection.
Estimate eight books to the running foot. If the wall spaces are not
sufficient for the shelving, free-standing stacks should be installed.
A standard case for display of periodicals should be purchased, if
sufficient funds. If not, periodicals should be laid on their sides or
stored in a few pigeonholes, 12" wide, 1O" high, and 12" deep made
for them. Pupils should have direct access to the bookshelves.

Spacing

At least 5 feet should be allowed between the rows of tables and
between the tables and the adjacent walls. Free standing stacks
should be at least 3 feet from other stacks and walls.

Reading-Room

Centrally located and planned appropriately with reference to general
reading, reference, and supplementary study. It must be emphatically
a place of refinement, comfort, and inspiration. Accommodate at
once a full period of readers numbering from 75 to 100. Large
enough to seat 5% to 10% of the total daily attendance of the school.
An area of at least 25 square feet per reader is required for complete
accommodations and service. Ample provision should be made for
closet space for storing back numbers of magazines, new books, and
stores of supplies unless there is a workroom.

Library
Classroom

The classroom also should adjoin the reading-room. Glass partitions
and glass doors simplify the problem of supervision. It should be
furnisht [sic] with from 30 to 60 chairs with tablet arms, and a small
stage, complete lantern outfit, moving-picture outfit, victrola,
reflectoscope, and table. Not more than two-thirds of the room
should be occupied with chairs. A room so equipt [sic] would serve
as a model classroom for visual instruction and should be available
for use by teachers of all departments. The walls should be equipt
[sic] with posting surfaces of cork or burlap for the display of posters.
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Table 1
(continued)

Standard Library Organization and Equipment for
Secondary Schools of Different Sizes, Certain Report 1920

Committee
Rooms for
Social Studies

There should be one or more committee rooms adjoining the library,
where students could work in groups. It is also desirable that the
offices of the heads of the department of English and of the socialstudies department be connected conveniently with the library.

Librarian's
Workroom

The space is 10 feet by 15 feet, adjoining the reading-room. It should
be equipt [sic] with a desk for cataloging, a typewriter table, a
typewriter with card-catalog attachment, chairs, shelves, and ample
space for storage of new books and of books being repaired.

Additional
equipment

Display case for illustrated editions of books, celluloid holders for
handling pictures, files for lantern slides, post cards, victrola records,
a globe, a cutting machine, pictures and mottoes on walls, casts, and
plants.

Illustrative
materials

Ample accommodations should be provided for assembling in the
library all illustrative materials used in the high school, such as maps,
pictures, lantern slides, and victrola records. In the library, these can
be made available to all departments thru [sic] proper classifications,
cataloging, and filing.

Apparatus

Accession book, Library of Congress catalog cards, blank catalog
cards, guide cards, book cards, book pockets, dating slips, library
stamp, book supports, shelf markers, typewriter, circulating pictures,
clippings, cards, and pamphlets.

Stackroom

A stackroom is rarely necessary, except for rarely used books and
textbooks. Free textbooks should not be stored in the library, and
they should be handled by a special book clerk not the library staff.
(Certain 1920)

Upon evaluating the Certain Report equipment and housing criteria, one can find
indications the committee had a library program planned for the library facility. The
library is designed for simultaneous use by classes, individuals, and small groups. It has
a variety of materials and equipment, other than books. The decor calls for a bright, well23

ventilated room with comfortable furnishings. The library is designed as a teaching area
and not a warehouse for just housing and circulating materials. The functional spaces
include a reading-room, library classroom, committee rooms for social studies, a
librarian's workroom, and in large libraries a stack.room. All the "illustrative materials"
from all departments are housed in the library to make them available to all departments.
The first standards are a strong model for later generations to follow.

School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow: Functions and Standards 1945
The American Library Association revised school library standards in 1945 with
the publication of School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow: Functions and Standards
(American Library Association Committees on Post-War Planning 1945). Mary Peacock
Douglas was the chairman of "The Committees on Post-War Planning," a part of the
American Library Association Division of Libraries for Children and Young People and
the American Association of School Librarians, who reconsidered the standards.
The 1945 standards are notable for two main reasons: 1) they provide an
extensive narrative on the purpose and the role of the school library in the
educational setting, and 2) they attempt to show the relationship between
quantitative elements of a school library and the quality of school library service.
(Gann 1998, 163)
In the introduction, N. L Engelhardt, President of the American Association of
School Administrators, emphasizes the importance of the school library.
In the construction of these standards, the school library has been considered not
as a separate entity but as an integral part of the educational program that it
serves. Any standards not so constructed must inevitably fail iri their purpose.
The application of these standards becomes more effective when the school
library is interpreted in terms of education as a whole; an overview of its history
24

shows that in its evolution the school library has reflected and participated in the
changing and broadening conceptions of education during the last forty years.
(American Library Association Committees on Post-war Planning 1945, 4)

Standards specifications for school libraries in 1945 are clear and comparable to
standards written fifty years later. For an "adequate and convenient" (American Library
Association Committees on Post-war Planning 1945, 25) school library program,
centralized library facilities need to provide places for:
•
•
•

•

Groups of boys and girls working with their teachers and librarians on class
activities involving the use of library materials.
Individual readers using library materials to satisfy personal or class interests.
Library resources including books, pamphlets, magazines, pictures, recordings,
films, film-strips, and other educational and leisure-time materials for which the
library is responsible.
Technical work necessary in organizing library resources and in administering
library services. (American Library Association Committees on Post-War
Planning 1945, 25)

The committee defined the function and resources of the library, including the
importance of the ambiance of the library. A space for "developing a colorful, attractive,
informal center which is conducive to enlarged reading activities" is an expressed desire
of the committee (American Library Association Committees on Post-war Planning 1945,
28). Architecturally, the library needs to be large enough to accommodate the groups and
individuals using them. Educationally, the librarian plans with the teacher and provides
"opportunity, inspiration, and guidance to students in the use of materials related to
classroom and personal interests" (American Library Association Committees on Postwar Planning 1945, 28). To improve pupil conduct and provide a better place to work,
spacious libraries were considered a more attractive and favorable environment.
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The school library unit, i.e. the reading room, workroom, etc., must be large enough
to accommodate comfortably all who need to work at any given time. Additionally,
the school library must provide adequate space for doing technical work, and house
the necessary books, pamphlets, magazines, and audio-visual materials. (Illinois
Library Association 1950, 11)
Standard equipment for the 1945 library includes display cases, card catalog case,
vertical file cases, map cases, poster files, and dictionary and atlas stands. These
standards propose library workrooms include a typewriter, running water and lavatory,
locked storage for supplies, and electric outlets.

Table 2. 1945 Standards for Library Facilities
Criteria

School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow:
Functions and Standards 1945

Location

Conveniently located with respect to planned use. Adjoins the
supervised study areas and has entrances to its reading rooms easily
accessible from all classes. Near the center of interclass traffic.
Comparatively free from outside noises during the school day.
Allows expansion as the program develops and the school grows.

Electricity

Electrical outlets at all work centers and on every wall side.

Lighting

Adequate natural light and provision for needed artificial light.

Window
treatments

Satisfactory window shades to control natural light.

Ceiling

Acoustical ceiling treatment.

Flooring

Noiseless type floor covering.
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Table 2
(continued)

School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow:
Functions and Standards 1945

Furniture

Attention should be given to the aesthetic as well as to the utilitarian
design of furniture and equipment for the school library for
developing a colorful, attractive, informal center. Consider the use of
informal furniture for browsing corners where space for this purpose
can be arranged. The size of the tables will vary with the dimensions
of the room, attention being given to adequate aisle space. Tables to
seat not more than six people. Tables and chair should be of sizes
best suited to the school group served. Achieve informality in the use
of tables of more than one size and shape. Chairs are sturdy in design
and encourage proper posture. Tables and chairs should match.

Shelving

Shelving should not be higher than the average child can reach, open
type, and conform in dimensions to those that have been proved most
satisfactory. Adjustable shelving is desirable allowing 8 books per
linear foot. Sufficient shelving for an average of ten books per pupil
should be provided. Provision for shelving at least twenty books per
pupil will be required in many schools. Magazine and newspaper
shelving for current issues built as a part of the regular shelving has
been used effectively in many schools. It is desirable for all bottom
shelves to be slightly slanted so that titles of books can be easily read
from a standing position.

Entrance/
Circulation

Corridor entrance to reading room centrally located, with double
doors. Number of entrances reduced to a minimum. Charging desk
placed to command the main entrance.

Reading room

Space can be attractive, colorful, and inviting. In estimating the
space needed for adequate library quarters, the type of program being
carried on in the school should be given first consideration. Permits
flexible arrangement of materials and equipment. Provide maximum
space for shelving and care of library resources. The minimum space
should not be less than that required to seat the largest classroom
group plus 20 pupils (never less than I 0% of the enrollment).
Schools with an enrollment of more than I 000 should provide seating
space for I 0-20 percent of the enrollment, allowing 25 square feet per
reader.
~
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School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow:
Functions and Standards 1945

Table 2
(continued)
Library
classroom

Recommended as part of a minimum library arrangement but not
detailed. Listening rooms may be a part of the library classroom or
separate.

Conference
rooms

For use by groups working together and for teacher-pupil guidance
conferences.

Listening/
Viewing rooms

Rooms for previewing films and for listening to radio programs and
recordings.

Librarians'
workroom

Workroom with running water adjoining the reading room and
storage space for supplies and for books being processed and
repaired. It should have a desk and chair, typewriter, lavatory,
worktable, shelving space for books not ready for use, and locked
storage facilities for supplies. One or more electric outlets should be
provided in the workroom.

Librarian's
office

Sometimes combined with workroom.

Storage

Storage space for back issues of periodicals, books not frequently
needed for circulation, and audio-visual materials and equipment.

Audio-visual
storage

When audio-visual aids are housed in the library, special housing
facilities must be provided.

Audio-visual
aids

Aids for learning are 16mm films, film-strips, slides, museum
objects, radio programs, recordings and transcriptions, as well as flat
pictures, maps, and other nonbook materials which are essential in a
good learning situation.

Additional
equipment

Bulletin board and display cases, charging desk, card catalog case,
book truck, vertical file cases, map cases, poster files, dictionary and
atlas stand.
(American Library Association Committees on Post-War Planning 1945)
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Electrical outlets for work centers and on the walls are mentioned in the 1945
standards for the first time. The library classroom was again recommended, but the
details such as the furnishings and equipment outlined in the 1920 standards were not
given. The committee rooms for social studies change to conference rooms. Listening
and viewing activities done in the library classroom in 1920 are now in a listening and
viewing room for previewing films and listening to radio programs. The term audiovisual aids is used in place of illustrative materials and a recommendation is made for
special audio-visual storage facilities.
For the first time the term school library program is used in the standards to
emphasize the library is more than a facility or collection but an essential component of
the overall school program (Gann 1998, 164).
The distinctive purpose of the school library, within the total complex of the work
of the school, is that of helping young people to develop abilities and habits of
purposefully using books and libraries in attaining their goals of living. Proper
attention to the development of school library services is basic to the development
of a citizenship aware of the intrinsic importance of libraries in an informed
nation. The school library service is important to children of all ages and of all
races. (American Library Association Committees on Post-war Planning 1945,
37-38)
The development of quantitative library facility standards supported the qualitative
school library program standards. Even so, many schools did not have a central library
but clung to the concept of classroom libraries that did not require special housing or
staffing. This situation changed with the Soviet Union's launching of the Sputnik
satellite in 1957. The panic created by the perception of an inferior American
educational system produced an upheaval in U.S. education. Congress voted to provide
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funds for materials and equipment to supplement classroom textbooks through the
National Defense Education Act in 1958. However, the materials and equipment were
not usually housed in the school library because most libraries were· inadequate in size
and staff to add these materials (Woolls 1999, 13).

Standards for School Library Programs 1960
By the middle of the 1950s, librarians and school administrators realized that the
1945 standards were in need of revision. Although the 1945 standards published in
School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow (American Library Association on Post-War
Planning 1945) presented objectives and activities of the school library program that were
still valid, many new developments had occurred that affected the use of library resources
and services. It was time to revise the standards.
The revision of the standards, co-chaired by Dr. Frances Henne, Associate
Professor of School and Library Service at Columbia University, and Ruth Ersted,
Supervisor of School Libraries from Minnesota State Department of Education, involved
the expertise and judgement of a large number of school librarians, administrators, and
teachers. The committee wanted to stress that merely stocking schools with materials
was not enough for an effective library program. "The true concept of a school library
program means instruction, service, and activity throughout school rather than just the
four walls of the facility and enriches all aspects of the educational program" (American
Association of School Librarians 1960, 14-15). The committee stressed the importance
of all the components of a program working together to support the library. "The
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objectives require the library program be in foll operation, and this can be done only
when the school meets the standards for the personnel, materials, funds, and quarters of
the school library" (American Association of School Librarians 1960, 7).
Although audio-visual equipment and materials had always been a part of the
library program, the increase in the number of these resources prompted many school
districts to begin a separate audio-visual department. There was a great debate in
education as to whether the librarian or the audio-visual department should manage the
instructional resources since most schools could not afford two staff members. The
standards address this issue by including an official policy statement from the American
Association of School Librarians. School Libraries as Instruction Materials Centers
states:
The American Association of School Librarians believes that the school library, in
addition to doing its vital work of individual reading guidance and development
of the school curriculum, should serve the school as a center for instructional
materials. Instructional materials include books-the literature of children, young
people and adults-other printed materials, films recordings, and newer media
developed to aid learning. (American Association of School Librarians 1960, 11)
The standards stress that good school library programs make audio-visual
materials easily accessible for use in the library, regardless of the prevailing
administrative pattern for these materials. Suggestions include a call for increased
cooperation between the departments that separately administer these collections.
Recommendations for the secondary schools give librarians the status of a department
head with an emphasis on the librarian as instructor. Specific quantitative standards were
included for audiovisual materials and equipment, thus initiating the instructional
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materials and instructional resource center concept. These standards present the terms

materials center, instructional materials center, and instructional resource center to
describe this new environment and materials specialist or instructional resources

consultant to describe the school librarian's role (Gann 1998, 172). The terms were first
introduced to describe the new multimedia environment in a 1956 American Association
of School Librarians' publication entitled School Libraries As Instructional Materials
Centers (Gann 1998, 171).
Optimum use of school library materials and good library service for students and
teachers depend on having the resources of the school library easily accessible.
In order that good service may be provided, the library quarters must be easily
accessible, large enough to take care of the needs of the entire student and faculty
groups, and planned for the comfort and convenience of its users. Location,
space, and functional arrangements are basic elements in the design for library
quarters. (American Association of School Librarians 1960, 92)
New features in the library quarters include an informal reading area, microfilm
equipment, telephone outlet, and an intercommunication outlet.
The standards committee issued a call for continued support from the Federal
Government and an opportunity for additional support from professional and civic
groups. The Federal Government had a limited support with the National Defense
Education Act of 1958. Future entitlements would include the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act and Title XI of 1965. In 1962, the School Library
Development Project, under a grant of $100,000 from the Council on Library Resources,
began an eighteen-month project of implementing the Standards for School Library
Programs (American Association of School Librarians 1960). Later, a demonstration
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project in five elementary and three secondary schools received $1,130,000 from the
Knapp Foundation "to demonstrate the value of school library programs, services, and
resources which fully meet the national standards for school libraries" (Sullivan 1968, 6).

The 1960 standards emphasize the school library program, including the
librarian's instructional responsibilities. The radical change in direction and scope of
these standards, which clearly emphasize the school library program and include the
librarian's instructional responsibilities, created resistance to their acceptance and led the
way for the 1969 school library standards (Gann 1998, 178).

Table 3. 1960 Library Facility Standards
Criteria

Standards for School Library Programs 1960

Location

The school library is conveniently situated in relation to study
centers, the center of the classroom traffic, and the various
divisions of the school. The location is in an area that does not
limit its proportions to conventional classroom dimensions or
restrict space for future expansion.

Electricity

The electrical service provides for duplex outlets in the baseboard
of the shelving on each wall of the reading room, and in the
classroom and audio-visual areas, above the work counter in the
workroom; in the office area, and in the conference rooms. A
telephone outlet in the office area and in other areas if needed.

Temperature
control

The library areas have heat, air conditioning, and ventilation in
sufficient degrees to meet the most recent standards of engineering
societies or states.

Lighting

The library areas have natural and artificial light.
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Standards for School Library Programs 1960

Table 3
(continued)
Window
treatments

Draperies and (or) blinds for the windows are selected in terms of
lighting requirements and artistic decoration.

Ceiling

The ceiling is acoustically treated to control sound.

Flooring

The floor covering is made of a noise-reducing material, such as
rubber, vinyl, tile, cork, or linoleum. Floor covering material must
meet acceptable light reflectivity standards. Plain or marbleized
coverings are preferable unless patterns are selected which do not
create a "busy" look or make the rooms look "crowded."

Furniture

Tables and chairs of proper height for the group to be served are
attractively designed and sturdily constructed. Apronless tables are
the most functional. Chairs with saddle seats and curved backs are
the most comfortable. A minimum of 30 inches per reader is
allowed in table lengths. The size of the tables will vary with the
dimensions of the room, but 3x5 feet tables allow for more mobility
and informality than larger ones. Round tables, individual tables,
one-way tables, and informal furniture for the browsing area add to
the appearance and atmosphere of the library.

Shelving

Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats, telephone, and fire
extinguishers are located where they do not use space needed for
shelving. Shelving meets standards for dimensions, is adjustable, is
made of hard wood, and does not have doors. Shelving under low
windows is desirable only for magazines placed on slanting
shelves. Units of double-faced counter height, movable shelving
are desirable as supplemental shelving, particularly for
encyclopedias, and other reference books.

Entrance/
Circulation

Sufficient space for heavy traffic area around the circulation desk.

Reading room

Accommodates at least 10 percent of the enrollment in schools
having 551 or more students. No more than 100 students are seated
in one reading room. The reading room has dimensions based on
an allowance of 30-35 square feet per reader. For the comfort and
convenience of the library users, allow 5 feet of spac,e between
adjacent tables and 5 feet between tables and shelving. Sufficient
space for the card catalogs case, vertical files, mobile record
players, and other freestanding or mobile equipment.
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Table 3
(continued)
Informal reading
area

Standards for School Library Programs 1960
An informal reading area may be created in the reading room by an
arrangement of furniture, or may be a specially designed addition to
the reading room.

Library classroom

The area adjoins the reading room and has an entrance from both
the library and the corridor. In addition to tables and chairs, it is
furnished with standard shelving, a chalkboard, and audio-visual
and other equipment. The classroom is an essential part of the
school library and provides space for some of the most important
aspects of the instructional program of the library and the school.

Conference rooms

Libraries in schools of fewer than 1,000 students need at least one
conference room and larger schools need two or more. Location
adjacent to and connected with the main reading room with glass
partitions. A minimum of 120 square feet of space in each room.
Acoustically treated walls and ceilings for making the area
soundproof. Equipment consisting of a table, chairs, and shelving
for books and, if desired, listening and viewing machines, a small
bulletin board, a chalk board, and shelving for recordings.

Listening/viewing
rooms

When the library is not the center for audio-visual materials,
conference rooms or the reading room may be used for this
purpose. Special equipment makes it possible for listening and
viewing to be done using mobile phono-carts, table record players
with ear-phone adjustments, viewing cubicles, table projectors for
filmstrips, and similar arrangements. It is preferable to have an
audio-room separate from the viewing room. Good library service
in relation to audio-visual materials means an easy accessibility to
these materials on the part of their users, and housing facilities
should expedite their use just as much as they do for printed
materials.
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Table 3
(continued)
Librarian's
workroom

Standards for School Library Programs 1960
In larger schools where additional materials and staff necessitate
more space for processing activities, storage purposes, and general
administration, one room will not serve all purposes. A separate
office for the librarian is essential. All workrooms include
adequate work space, with a carefully planned counter 18 to 24
inches deep with vinyl or formica top and work-type sink, with
various sizes of storage drawers and cupboards, plus knee-hole
spaces below the counter and open shelves above. The lower
counter may also serve as a desk, if provided with a drawer for
correspondence and a shelf for a typewriter. Standard facilities for
ventilation, heat, and lighting are essential for these areas.

Teacher's
professional area

A room or separate space, appropriately furnished and equipped,
for the collection of materials for teachers such as professional
books, magazines, printed resource units, and curriculum guides.

Magazine room

A magazine room for current periodicals, for back issues of
periodicals (covering at least the previous five years), and for
microfilm equipment.

Audio-visual
storage

Storage area for audio-visual materials, and equipment is necessary
in schools with enrollments more than 500.

Stack area

The space for stack areas is determined by the number of books that
cannot be shelved in the main reading room. A location adjoining
but not part of the library reading room, with convenient entranceway for staff. Adequate lighting and ventilation. Allowance for
the anticipated expansion of the collection to be housed in the area.

Audio-visual
equipment

Special cabinets and storage equipment are needed for the different
types of audio-visual materials. The National Education
Association recommended schools have the following equipment.
One 16mm sound projector per 300 students. One filmstrip and
2x2 projector per 200 students. One opaque projector per building.
A 3 or 4 speed record player per kindergarten and one per five
other teachers. At least one equipped with earphones. One tape
recorder per 300 students. A square projection screen (60"x60")
per two classrooms. At least one overhead projectot per building.
A radio (AM-FM) receiver per five classrooms where programs are
available. Television all-channel receiver per five classrooms.
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Additional
equipment

Circulation or charging desk, simple and functional in design, with
space provided for filing trays for book cards and shelves for
returned books. The card catalog cabinet must be purchased from
firms specializing in library furniture. Other essential pieces of
· equipment include book trucks, legal size filing cabinets, dictionary
stands, atlas stands, large picture files, typewriters, office desks,
and posture chairs. Other equipment might include mechanical
copying machines, electrical time stamps, and microreaders. A
wall glass exhibit case placed outside the library is desirable.
Window seats, informal furniture, exhibits, pictures, plants, and art
objects make the library a pleasant and inviting part of the school.
(American Association of School Librarians 1960)

The 1960 standards ask for more electricity in all areas of the library in addition
to other modem conveniences such as telephones, an intercommunication outlet, a copy
machine, and air conditioning. The recommended space per pupil for the reading room
increases from 25 square feet suggested in 1920 and 1945 to 30-35 square feet in 1960.
An informal reading area is endorsed as a part of the reading room. A teacher's
professional area is recommended as a separate room or space for instructional resources.
A magazine room, separate from the workroom, is suggested for back issues and
microfilm equipment. The term audio-visual aids becomes audio-visual materials and

equipment that includes a recommendation of one television per five classrooms.

Standards for School Media Programs 1969
Early in the 1960s, while school librarians were trying to implement their new
standards, the Department of Audiovisual Instruction (DA VI) of the National Education
Association had two committees working on developing standards for audiovisual
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programs. In 1966 DA VI approved Quantitative Standards for Audiovisual Personnel,
Equipment, and Materials in Elementary, Secondary, and Higher Education as their
official guidelines (Morris 1992, 11 ). Librarians, audiovisual specialists, and school
administrators made demands for a committee to address the library standards issue. As
with the 1960 library standards, Dr. Frances Henne of Columbia University chaired the
joint committee. "Two objectives that have motivated this project are: ( 1) to bring
standards in line with the needs and requirements of today's educational goals and (2) to
coordinate standards for school library and audiovisual programs" (American Association
of School Librarians and Department of Audiovisual Instruction of the National
Education Association 1969, x). By 1969, the American Association of School
Librarians and the Department of Audiovisual Instruction of the National Education
Association issued the first joint standards cooperatively produced Standards for School
Media Programs. The unification of school library and audiovisual program guidelines
was the focal point for these 1969 standards.
Educators combined the audiovisual program and the library program because of
the duplication of facilities and services. The effort to define the new program produced
new terminology such as media, media program, media specialist, and media center
(Gann 1998, 179).
There are school libraries, instructional materials center, learning resource
centers, library media centers, and others. In addition, ... many schools also have
a separate audiovisual department that ... is designated ... as communications
center, audiovisual center, and instructional media center.
_
In this publication, the term media refers to printed and audiovisual forms
of communication and their accompanying technology. Media center applies to
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the individual school. (American Association of School Librarians and
Department of Audiovisual Instruction of the National Education Association
1969, xi)
The focus of the media program was "on facilitating and improving the learning
process in its new directions - with emphasis on the learner, on ideas and concepts rather
than on isolated facts, and on inquiry rather than on rote memorization" (American
Association of School Librarians and Department of Audiovisual Instruction of the
National Education Association 1969, 2). The services and facilities of the media
program gave "students opportunities to create and produce materials" (American
Association of School Librarians and Department of Audiovisual Instruction of the
National Education Association 1969, 3).
Facility specifications are detailed in table format and recommended square
footage for various areas of the media center. Basic requirements included
environmental considerations and concerns about the accessibility of the location for
students and teachers. While total space allotment is not given, most of the areas
specified quantitative recommendations with larger space allocations than previously
recommended in earlier standards. Optional areas for television and radio studios,
computerized learning laboratory, and a storage and control center for remote access are
among the additional media space recommendations.
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Table 4. 1969 Library Facility Standards
Criteria

Standards for School Media Programs 1969

Location

The center is located away from noise areas and in a place easily
accessible to students and teachers. The location permits use of
the center before and after school hours, evenings, Saturdays,
and vacations. Extended hours of service are more easily
administered when the media center is accessible without
opening the entire school.

Electricity

The media center must have a sufficient number of electrical
outlets, the necessary electrical power for peak loads. Light
switches, electrical outlets, power grids, thermostats, telephones,
and fire extinguishers should be conveniently located without
using space needed for shelving.

Temperature control

Temperature and humidity control necessary for the comfort of its
users and for the preservation of materials.

Lighting

Good lighting.

Ceiling

Acoustical treatment.

Flooring

Floor covering is made of noise-reducing materials. Carpeting is
recommended.

Furniture

Tables and chairs suitable to the height of the student.

Shelving

Linear and other types of shelving for all types of materials.
Shelving is adjustable and sufficient in linear feet to provide for
the housing of the number and kinds of materials and for
expansion. Wall shelving allows maximum use of floor space, but
some grouping of shelving sections can contribute to the
accessibility of materials and flexibility of arrangement within the
room, and the creation of a small inviting area.
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Table 4
(continued)
Entrance Circulation
and Distribution

Standards for School Media Programs 1969
Displays and exhibits, copying equipment, card catalogs,
periodical indexes. 800 to 1000 square feet.

Reading; and
browsing; and
individual viewing
and listening

No more than 100 students should be seated in one area. Space is
based on 15 percent of student enrollment at 40 square feet per
student.

Individual study and
learning

30-40 percent of seating capacity for individual study areas
equipped with power and capability of electronic and response
systems and television outlets; area should be ducted for power
and coaxial distribution. Where carrels are used, suggested size is
36 in. wide and 24 in. deep, equipped with shelving and media
facilities.

Library classroom

900-1000 square feet of flexible space, the equivalent of a
classroom area, equipped for instructional purposes and needs.

Conference rooms

150 square feet in 3-6 rooms. Movable walls to allow for
combining area. Electrical and television outlets and acoustical
treatment. One acoustically treated room with typewriters for
student use.

Small group
listening/viewing
rooms

200 square feet, in addition to space provided for conference
rooms. Electrical and television inputs and outlets, permanent
wall screen, and acoustical treatment.

Librarian's
workroom

300-400 square feet as a minimum space. The amount of space
recommended will have to be increased if centralized cataloging
and processing services are not available from the system media
center.

Administration

600-800 square feet of office space for four professional staff
members. In addition, a media program planning area.

Center for
professional
materials for faculty

Designed as a teachers' conference room and adjacent to media
production laboratory.

Media production
laboratory

800-100 square feet with sinks, running water, and electrical
outlets.
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Table 4
(continued)
Dark room

Standards for School Media Programs 1969
150-200 square feet equipped with light locks ·so it will be lightproof.

Optional:
Television Studio

A soundproof study with ceiling 15 ft. high and doors 14 ft. by 12
ft. with storage for television properties. Includes office with
workspace back to back with television studio.

Optional:
Radio

20 by 25-foot studio with necessary control space. May be near
television facilities.

Optional:
Computerized
learning laboratory

Facilities to have response capability with about 900-1000 square
feet of space.

Magazine room

250-400 square feet. Space for back issues of magazines, readily
accessible for use.

Audiovisual storage
and repair

400-600 square feet for AV storage. Decentralized storage in
large schools. 120-200 square feet for AV repair. The major
service of equipment is to come from system center.

Stack area

400-800 square feet. Stacks for overflow books and audiovisual
materials.

Audiovisual
equipment

Additional
equipment

16mm sound projector, 8mm projector, 2x2 slide projector
remotely controlled, filmstrip or combination filmstrip-slide
projector, sound filmstrip projector, l0xl0 overhead projector,
opaque projector, filmstrip viewer, 2x2 slide viewer, TV receiver
(minimum 23" screen), microprojector, record player, audio tape
recorder, listening station, projection cart, projection screen,
closed-circuit television, radio receiver, copying machine,
duplicating machine, micro-reader (some with microfiche ·
attachment), micro-reader printer, portable video tape recorded
system and cameras, light control, local production equipment,
Charging desks, charging machines, catalog card cabinets, book
trucks, atlas and dictionary stands, newspaper racks, office
furniture, informal furniture, filing cabinets, adding machines,
typewriters, exhibit cases
(American Association of School Librarians and the Department of
Audiovisual Instruction of the National Education Association 1969)
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The standards for 1969 include some major changes from the previous three. The
recommended square footage for the majority of the areas of the library is given as well
as increasing the per pupil footage to 40 square feet in the reading room. The reading
room is now called the reading and browsing and individual viewing and listening area.
Individual study and learning carrels with electricity and television outlets are suggested.
The teacher's professional area should now be a conference room that is the center for
professional materials for faculty. A small media production laboratory is recommended
with a sink, running water, and electrical outlets. For the first time, a dark room,
equipped with light locks, is introduced. Optional areas include a television and radio
studio and a computerized learning laboratory. Television and radio studios are
recommended only if there are not resources for these on the district level. More
qualitative statements such as "sufficient number of electrical outlets" and "good
lighting" are among the quantitative standards.

Media Programs: District and School 1975
In response to the task force of the American Association of School Librarians
and Department of Audiovisual Instruction, now renamed the Association for
Educational Communications and Technology (AECT), new standards were developed
and published in 1975, Media Programs: District and School (American Association of
School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and Technology
1975). The newest standards provided "an authoritative guide to school administrators,
supervisors, business managers, boards of education, and school architects who seek
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responsible criteria for establishing, maintaining, and evaluating media programs"
(American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1975, 2). The standards focus on qualitative goals,
with criteria for district and school media programs that "make exemplary educational
experiences available to children and youth" (American Association of School Librarians
and Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1975, 1).
More information was given on district, regional, and state networks than was
referred to in the 1945, 1960, and 1969 standards. "Central school-library department"
(American Library Association Committees on Post-war Planning 1945, 17) described
the district office in the 1945 standards. However, many district programs began in the
late 1950s when a deluge of federally funded materials came to the schools. The 1960
library standards recognize the district materials center as essential for additional
materials for the schools but admit not many had been established (American Association
of School Librarians 1960, 106). System media center was the term used for the district
office in 1969. The 1975 standards refer to the central office as the district media

program. Responsibilities of the district media program cover planning the overall media
program, developing and coordinating the budget for the total media program, and
applying instructional technology to curriculum development activities.
The school media program recognized its "unique position in helping students
achieve satisfying and rewarding experiences in reading, listening, and viewing and to
advance in the use of these literacies" (American Association of School Librarians,
American Library Association, and Association for Educational Communications and
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Technology 1975, 15). Some of the responsibilities of the school media program include:
•

Planning media program activities and integrating them with other programs of
the school

•

Participating in instructional design, course development, and the creation of
alternative modes oflearning

•

Initiating and providing program activities that respond to curriculum goals on a
day-by-day basis

•

Providing opportunities for discovery and exploration independent of or beyond
the stated curriculum

•

Building a public relations program that communicates the role of the school
media program and its contributions to the goals of the school. (American
Association of School Librarians, ALA and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1975, 13-14)
The section on School Program Facilities noted specifications for the various

areas of the media center. The committee states the "collection gains power with good
facilities, equipment gets more use, production increases, and learners return readily to
the media center" (American Association of School Librarians, ALA and Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1975, 87). However, the details are
prefaced with questions to ask when developing specifications for "housing media
program elements and relating functional areas" (American Association of School
Librarians, ALA and Association for Educational Communications and Technology
1975, 92). The questions permit the specifications to be flexible enough to allow some
choices when developing a media program for the population of schools. Special
consideration questions are included in the specifications to assist one to further define
elements and design a media center to support the total school program.
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Areas identified for a school media facility are similar to those listed in the 1969
standards. The 1969 reading and browsing, and individual viewing an<;i listening area
became the reading, browsing, listening, and viewing area in 1975. Library classroom
became the group projects and instruction area. Optional areas for radio, television, and
computerized learning laboratory remained the same. These quantitative specifications
are similar to the 1969 standards with areas having larger allotments of square feet and a
few additional areas. Relationships among the various areas of the library are based on
the program activities.
The central focus of Media Programs: District and School (American Association
of School Librarians, American Library Association, and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1975) is the user of the media program and reaffirms
the unified approach to providing centralized media services within a school. These
standards change the media program "from a support service to an integral part of the
total instructional program of the school" (American Association of School Librarians,
ALA and Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1975, vii).

Table 5. 1975 Library Facility Standards

Criteria

Media Programs: District and School 1975

Location

The school media center is located to provide easy access and
encourage frequent use. The facilities create an environment
that encourages the use of alternative media, that sponsors
inquiry, and that motivates every type of student to use the
collection and to draw upon media program services.
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Table 5
(continued)
Electricity

Media Programs: District and School 1975
Adequate electrical outlets, telephone and int~rcommunication
devices.

Temperature control

Temperature and humidity controls are provided to prevent
deterioration of collection. Adequate air conditioning.

Lighting

Adequate light control.

Open access materials
housing

Usually integrated into reading, browsing, listening, and
viewing areas. Shelving and/or cabinets to accommodate a
minimum of 40 items per student, exclusive of textbooks.
Various media formats may be housed on separate shelves or
in storage cabinets or interfiled on open shelves according to
subject.

Circulation

Near main entrance; near reserve collection; near work area;
near equipment storage area. This area is for display, exhibits
copying equipment, card catalogs, periodical indexes and
charging. Media centers with multiple major entrances require
space allocations at each entrance. The allocation is 800
square feet with an additional 200 square feet for an additional
circulation area in each satellite center.

Reading, Browsing,
Listening, Viewing

Reference area near card catalog, periodical indexes.
Magazines near periodical indexes, microform readers. Size is
15 to 30 percent of enrollment at 40 square feet per student.
No more than 100 students should be seated in any one area.
At least 30 percent of the seating capacity should provide for
individual listening and viewing. The area should be ducted
and wired for power and coaxial cable distribution. Mixed
seating types of chairs and tables; include lounge-type seating.

Stacks

Locate near reserve area or periodical storage. Minimum of
400 square feet. Provide for tables and seating as necessary
with adequate lighting.

Group projects and
· instruction

Adjacent to reference and open materials housing, about 9001200 square feet in size. Flexible space, at least classroom
size, equipped for audio and visual presentations.
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Table 5
(continued)
Small group
listening/viewing
rooms

Media Programs: District and School 1975
Small group listening and viewing may be accommodated in
open areas of the media center via use of headsets, etc. Space
provided for listening and viewing areas is in addition to space
allocated for conference rooms. The area(s) should have
electrical and TV inputs and outlets, permanent wall screen,
and acoustical treatment. Minimum of 150 square feet per
area.

Conference areas

Greater flexibility is achieved when some conference areas are
adjoining and movable walls may be used to combine or divide
a series of areas. There is a minimum of 3 conference rooms
of 150 square feet each recommended. Sound control is
necessary, as is provision for light control. Areas should be
equipped with electrical and TV inputs and outlets. These
areas may be used for typing as needed and as areas for
temporary display or highlighting of special collections.

Administration

Office for head of the media program of 150 square feet per
media professional. Desk space for media personnel should be
provided in appropriate areas of the media center. In addition,
the media professionals should have office space for program
planning and related work.

Professional collection
for faculty

May plan for use as faculty group meeting or conference area
of 600 square feet. Provide for listening and viewing and for
selection and evaluation of new materials and equipment.
Emphasize lounge atmosphere.

Media Production
laboratory

Provide housing for equipment and materials used in
production, and shelving and storage for supplies. Requires
temperature and humidity controls, refrigeration, sinks,
running water, electrical outlets, and counter space. Sound
control is needed for audio production. Minimum of 800
square feet.

Dark room

The darkroom area, if included, should be adjacent to the
media production laboratory of 150-200 square feet.
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Table 5
(continued)
Optional:
Television studio

Media Programs: District and School 1975
Area must be soundproof. Classroom facilities may be
needed. Studio space is 1600 square feet (40'x40') with
additional control space and 15' ceilings with 14'xl2' doors.

Optional area:
Television Storage:

Adjacent to television studio. Minimum of 800 square feet.

Optional area:
Television Office:

Adjacent to television studio and storage areas of 150 square
feet.

Optional:
Radio

If radio studio is provided, classroom facilities my be needed.
500 square feet (20'x25') with additional space for control.

Optional:
Computerized learning
laboratory

Adjacent to group project and instruction area within the
media center complex. Should have response capability.

Magazine and
newspaper storage

Locate near periodical indexes, current periodical shelving,
and microform readers. Minimum of 400 square feet.
Consider installation of copying equipment in this area.

Maintenance and
repair

Adjacent to equipment storage and distribution area of 120200 square feet. Areas may be combined with equipment
storage and distribution area.

Equipment Storage
and Distribution

Minimum of 400 square feet near corridor and freight elevator.
Provides equipment in the production and listening/viewing
areas of the media center. Plan necessary provisions for
security of equipment.

Work space

Provision for shelving and storage of supplies. Requires sinks,
running water, electrical outlets. Increase to more than 300400 square feet if cataloging and processing are performed in
the school. Needs access to corridor and to elevator or loading
dock.
(American Association of School Librarians, American Library Association,
and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1975)
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Few major changes are suggested in the 1975 standards. A minimum of 40 items
per student is recommended on the open access materials housing. The library classroom
is now called the group projects and instruction room. Audiovisual storage and repair is
broken into two areas. One is a small area for maintenance and repair and the other is
equipment storage and distribution. A freight elevator is mentioned as a way of moving
equipment about the campus.

Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs 1988
In the early 1980s, the proliferation of information resources and the development
of new technologies had broadened and redefined the mission of the school library media
program (American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988). Again the American Association of School
Librarians (AASL) and the Association for Educational Communications and
Technology (AECT) selected a committee and began a writing project to revise the
standards. The result of the committee's work is Information Power: Guidelines for
School Library Media Programs that was published in 1988 (American Association of
School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and Technology
1988). "Since the emphasis is on using information, it is a much more broad and
encompassing mission than the national organization has taken in the past" (Gann 1998,
189).
Promoting effective physical access to information resources and
intellectual access to the content is the central unifying concept of these
guidelines. Library media specialists serve as the link between students, teachers,
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administrators, and parents and the available information resources. The roles
and services defined in this document are dynamic; they are changing and
evolving in response to the societal, economic, and technological demands on
education. (American Association of School Librarians and Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1988, x)
By providing sets of guiding principles to aid in local program decisions,
Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs (American
Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1988) served as guidelines as well as standards. Unlike previous standards,
this document addresses the importance of the media program at the district level in
support of the building-level media program. "Through these standards, the role of the
media program changed from a support service to an integral part of the total
instructional program of the school" (American Association of School Librarians and
Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1988, v).
The chapter on facilities points out "the program ... determines the spaces
required for those functions" (American Association of School Librarians and
Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1988, 87). Library Media
Center programming was the significant factor in determining the form the architectural
design of the library would take. The arrangement of the library media center is to
provide "the design flexibility needed to accommodate new technologies" (American
Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1988, 87). Standards for School Media Programs (American Association of
School Librarians 1960) includes some recommendations for a "computerized learning
laboratory" as an optional area for the media center. The computerized learning
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laboratory size is not changed in the guidelines of 1988, but the optional status is
removed.
Quantitative data for space allocations of the various areas within the library
media center are presented in Appendix C of Information Power: Guidelines for School
Library Media Programs (American Association of School Librarians and Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1988, 131 ). The guidelines urge the
reader to remember "the final decisions for space and areas must be made in light of the
requirements of the educational program of the individual district or the school"
(American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988, 100).
Information Power (American Association of School Librarians and Association
for Educational Communications and Technology 1988) focuses on moving the library
media program into an integral position within the educational setting of the school and
the library media specialist as an educational leader. The facility is the framework
designed to allow these concepts to work.

Table 6. 1988 Library Facility Standards
Criteria

Information Power: Guidelines for
School Library Media Programs 1988

Location

The library media center should be near the classrooms and easily
accessible to students and teachers throughout the school day.
Access points should be conveniently located near classrooms
and outside entrances. The library media center should have its
own outside entrance so that full library media services can be
offered beyond the regular school schedule.
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Table 6
(continued)

Information Power: Guidelines for School
Library Media Programs 19~8

Controls

Facilities are designed to provide the necessary electrical power,
light control, circuit surge, telephone and intercommunication
devices, sound control, lightning protection, and electronic
capabilities required meeting the needs of a changing
technological environment.

Flooring

Floor coverings appropriate to multipurpose activities.

Furniture

Furniture must be the right size and height for the students who
will use it; special pieces purchased as necessary for others with
special needs. Furnishings and equipment are durable and easy to
maintain. Chairs must be comfortable, sturdy, and attractive.

Entrance/Circulation

Near entrance - reserve section, workroom. Card catalog/on-line
terminals, periodical/nonprint storage, and equipment storage.
Should have facilities for displays, copy machine, charge area.
Program may warrant additional satellite areas for some
microform readers, etc.

Reading, browsing,
listening viewing,
individual study,
computing

Reading, browsing, listening, viewing, individual study,
computing. Near card catalog/on-line terminals, reference area,
magazine microform readers and periodical indexes. Adequate
shelving should be provided for 10 items per foot. At least 25%
of the area should be available for student seating allowing 40
square feet per student. No more than 100 students should be
seated in one area. Mixed seating should include tables and
chairs, carrels and lounge-type seating. Carrels require
approximately 16 square feet floor space each to accommodate a
computer and printer. Provision should be made for electrical
outlets, telephone, and TV reception. Electrical outlets should be
switch-controlled at charge desk. Computer terminals for
database should be provided.
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Table 6
(continued)

Information Power: Guidelines for School
Library Media Programs 1988

Stacks

400-600 square feet near reserve area or periodical storage.
Adequate lighting with tables and seating as necesssary.

Multipurpose room

Adjacent to reference area, stack area, catalogs, and indexes of
900-1200 square feet. Space should be flexible and at least
classroom size, and equipped for presentation using all forms of
media. Computer should be available. Telephone jack for
telephone conference and computer terminal.

Small group
listening/viewing
areas

Small group listening and viewing areas are often necessary. The
areas should have electrical outlets, provision for television
outlets, light control, wall screens, few if any windows, acoustical
treatment, and 150 square feet in size.

Conference areas

Recommends 2-4 areas of 150 square feet each. Locate in quiet
and easily supervised area. Should be acoustically treated and
equipped with electrical and television outlets and a permanent
screen. Should have moveable walls to allow for combining
areas.

Professional
collection for faculty

600-800 square feet near classrooms, teacher's office, and quiet
area. Plan for use as faculty group meeting or conference area.
Provide for listening and viewing and for selection and evaluation
of new materials. Emphasize lounge atmosphere. Equip with
telephone, computer, typewriter, listening and viewing
equipment, professional journals and other resources.

Media Production
laboratory

Secure area of 700-900 square feet. Provide housing for
equipment and materials used in production, and shelving and
storage for supplies. Requires refrigeration, sinks, running water,
electrical outlets, and counter space. Sound control is needed for
audio production.

Dark room

The darkroom of 150 - 300 square feet should be adjacent to the
media production laboratory. (A darkroom may be provided
elsewhere in the school.)

Computer learning
laboratory

800-1000 square feet adjacent to group project and instruction
area. Secure area with response capability.
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Table 6
(continued)

Information Power: Guidelines for
School Library Media Programs 1988

Television studio

1600 square foot studio (40'x40') with 15' ceiling and wide
doors. Should be convenient to media production area and
soundproof.

Audio studio

150 square feet soundproof area adjacent to television studio.
Provision for storage of equipment and supplies.

Telecommunications
distribution

800 square feet adjacent to television studio and equipment
repair. Provision for equipment necessary to distribute audio and
visual programs-editing equipment room, TV, and audio.

Periodical storage

400-600 square feet near entrance, circulation, microform readers
and reader printers. Copy equipment should be in close
proximity. Cabinets should be provided to house microform.
Periodicals on microfilm should be provided to allow access to a
larger collection in less space.

Maintenance and
repair

Secure area of 150-300 square feet. Include workbench,
electrical, and television outlets.

Equipment Storage
and distribution

500-800 square feet near corridor, loading dock and elevator. In
a secure area with locks on cabinets for storage of equipment and
supplies. Should have electrical outlets, shelving, and tables.

Work area

Near entrance, circulation, and periodical/nonprint storage of
300-500 square feet. Should have access to corridor. Desk space
for library media professionals should be provided here or in an
appropriate area of the library media center. Provision for
shelving, counters, cabinets, sink, running water, electrical
outlets, telephone, copy equipment and computer access
(American Association of School Librarians and Association
for Educational Communications and Technology 1988)

The 1988 standards include controls for circuit surge, sound control, lightning
protection, and electronic capabilities to meet the needs of a changing technological
environment. The computer learning laboratory is no longer listed as an optional area.
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Other recommendations such as the small group listening/view area and the conference
room are similar to the 1975 standards. The librarian's administrative area or office is
removed from the standards.

Information Power: Building Partnerships for Leaming 1998
Information Power: Building Partnerships for Leaming (American Association of
School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology
1998) is the newest standard developed by the American Association of School
Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology. The
school library media center made progress in offering students materials and services
because of the advances in information technology. Almost fifty percent of the standards
contain information literacy guidelines that "provide the strategies for building the
foundation for learning" (American Association of School Librarians and Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1998, vii). The standards do not contain
quantitative guidelines for defined facility areas, as do the 1988 standards. The short
passages on facilities relate to how the facility is designed according to the library
program. The focus of the standard is on student achievement and the requirements
necessary to achieve this.
There are no charts in the 1998 standards, so the reader must use the index to find
the brief passages and refer back to the 1988 standards for details. Only "Principal 2" of
the "Information Access and Delivery" chapter is about providing physical access to
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information and resources for learning (American Association of School Librarians and
Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1998, 86).
Looking over the development of secondary school library standards, the
researcher charted selected standards to compare how they changed from 1920 to 1988.
Through the years there have been variations in room or area names and the inclusion of
new areas, such as technology ones, evolved through the years. Some areas are not
mentioned some years while others, like the reading room, are mentioned in each of the
standards.
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Table 7. Library Areas in Standards

1920
Reading-room

Stackroom
Library
Classroom

Vl
(X)

Committee
Rooms for
Social Studies

1945
Reading
Room

Library
Classroom
Listening
Rooms

1960
Reading Room

Stack Area
Library
Classroom
Listening/viewing
Rooms

Conference
Rooms
Teachers'
Professional Area

1969
Reading and
Browsing: and
Individual
Viewing and
Listening
Stack Area
Library
Classroom
Small Group
Listening/viewing
Rooms
Conference
Rooms
Center for
Professional
Materials for
Faculty
Media Production
Laboratory
Dark Room
Computerized
Learning
Laboratory
(Optional)

1975

1988

Reading,
Reading, browsing,
Browsing,
listening viewing,
Listening, Viewing individual study,
computing
Stacks
Group Projects and
Instruction
Small Group
ListeningNiewing
Rooms
Conference Areas

Stacks
Multipurpose room
Small group
listening/viewing
areas
Conference areas

Professional
Collection for
Faculty

Professional
collection for faculty

Media Production
Laboratory
Dark Room
Computerized
Learning
Laboratory
(Optional)

Media Production
laboratory
Dark room
Computer learning
laboratory

1920

1945

1960

1969
Television Studio
(Optional)
Radio
(Optional)

Storage

Vl

'°
Librarian's
Workroom

Magazine Room

Audio-visual
Storage

Audio-visual
Storage

Librarian's
Workroom
Librarian's
Office

Librarian's
Workroom

Informal Reading
Area

Magazine Room

Audiovisual
Storage and
Repair
Librarian's
Workroom
Administration
Individual Study
and Leaming

1975
Television Studio
(Optional)
Radio (Optional)

Magazine and
Newspaper
Storage

1988
Television studio
Audio studio
Telecommunications
distribution
Periodical storage

Maintenance and
Repair
Equipment Storage
and Distribution

Maintenance and
repair
Equipment Storage
and distribution

Work Space

Work area

Administration

Table 8. Location of Library Within School Criteria
Year

Location Standards

1920

In the school building and not as a rule open to the public. A
central location on the second floor admitting plenty of light. It
should be near the study hall but separate. It must be an integral
part of the high school. Large enough to seat 5% to 10% of the
total daily attendance of the school. In an accessible and quiet part
of the building.

1945

Conveniently located with respect to planned use. Adjoins the
supervised study areas and has entrances to its reading rooms easily
accessible from all classes. Near the center of interclass traffic.
Comparatively free from outside noises during the school day.
Allows expansion as the program develops and the school grows.

1960

The school library is conveniently situated in relation to study
centers, the center of the classroom traffic, and the various
divisions of the school. The location is in an area that does not
limit its proportions to conventional classroom dimensions or
restrict space for future expansion.

1969

The center is located away from noise areas and easily accessible to
students and teachers. The location permits use of the center before
and after school hours, evenings, Saturdays, and vacations.
Extended hours of service are more easily administered when the
media center is accessible without opening the entire school.

1975

The school media center is located to provide easy access and
encourage frequent use. The facilities create an environment that
encourages the use of alternative media, that sponsors inquiry, and
that motivates every type of student to use the collection and to
draw upon media program services.

1988

The library media center should be near the classrooms and easily
accessible to students and teachers throughout the school day.
Access points should be conveniently located near classrooms and
outside entrances. Tp.e library should have its own outside entrance
so full library services can be offered beyond the regular schedule.
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Table 9. Lighting, Window Treatments, and Ceiling Criteria

Year

Lighting Standards

Window Treatments
Standards
Not mentioned

Ceiling Standards

1920

Electric ceiling fixtures
of either the indirect or
semi-indirect type

1945

Adequate natural light
and provision for
needed artificial light

Satisfactory window
shades to control natural
light

Acoustical ceiling
treatment

1960

Natural and artificial
light

Draperies and (or)
blinds for the windows
are selected in terms of
lighting requirements
and artistic decoration.

Acoustically treated to
control sound

1969

Good lighting

Not mentioned

Acoustical treatment

1975

Adequate light control

Not mentioned

Not mentioned

1988

Not mentioned

Not mentioned

Not mentioned
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White ceilings

Table 10. Wall Space and Flooring Criteria

Year

Wall Space Standards

Flooring Sjandards

1920

Light buff walls. Avoid dark
colors in woodwork and trim.
Walls plastered to the floor

Covered with linoleum or cork carpet
to deaden sound

1945

Not mentioned

Noiseless type floor covering

1960

Not mentioned

Floor covering is made of noisereducing material, such as rubber,
vinyl, title, cork, or linoleum. Floor
covering material must meet acceptable
light reflectivity standards. Plain or
marbleized coverings are preferable
unless patterns are selected which do
not create a busy look or make the
rooms look crowded.

1969

Light switches, electrical
outlets, power grids,
thermostats, telephones, and
fire extinguishers should be
located without using space
needed for shelving.

Floor covering is made of noisereducing materials. Carpeting is
recommended

1975

Not mentioned

Not mentioned

1988

Not mentioned

Floor coverings appropriate to
multipurpose activities
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Table 11. Electricity and Temperature Control Criteria
Year

Temperature Gontrol Standards

Electricity Standards

1920

Not mentioned

Well ventilated and heated

1945

Electrical outlets at all work
centers and on every wall side

Not mentioned

1960

The electrical service provides for
duplex outlets in the baseboard of
the shelving on each wall of the
reading room, and in the classroom
and audio-visual areas; above the
work counter in the workroom; in
the office area; and in the
conference rooms. A telephone
outlet in the office area and in other
areas if needed. An
intercommunication outlet in the
office area

Heat, air conditioning, and ventilation in
sufficient degrees to meet the most recent
standards of engineering societies or states

1969

Sufficient number of electrical
outlets, the necessary electrical
power for peak loads

Temperature and humidity control
necessary for the comfort of its users and
for the preservation of materials.

1975

Adequate electrical outlets,
telephone and intercommunication
devices

Temperature and humidity controls are
provided to prevent deterioration of
collection. Adequate air conditioning

1988

Facilities are designed to provide
the necessary electrical power, light
control, circuit surge, telephone and
intercommunication devices, sound
control, lightning protection, and
electronic capabilities required in a
changing technological
environment

Not mentioned
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Table 12. Furniture Criteria
Year

Library Standards Furniture Criteria

1920

Tables 3 by 5 feet and seating 6 persons are the standard size recommended.
Comfortable chairs, charging desk and desk for reference work, cardcatalog case, pamphlet cases, magazine stand, newspaper rack, vertical file,
book truck, lockers for librarians.

1945

Attention should be given to the aesthetic as well as to the utilitarian design
of furniture and equipment for the school library for developing a colorful,
attractive, informal center. Consider the use of informal furniture for
browsing corners where space for this purpose can be arranged. The size of
the tables will vary with the dimensions of the room, attention being given
to adequate aisle space. Tables to seat not more than six people. Tables
and chair should be of sizes best suited to the school group to be served.
Informality can be achieved in the use of tables of more than one size and
shape. Chairs are sturdy in design and encourage proper posture. Tables
and chairs should match.

1960

Tables and chairs of proper height for the group to be served are
attractively designed and sturdily constructed. Apronless tables are the
most functional. Chairs with saddle seats and curved backs are the most
comfortable. A minimum of 30 inches per reader is allowed in table
lengths. The size of the tables will vary with the dimensions of the room,
but 3X5 feet tables allow for more mobility and informality than larger
ones. Round tables, individual tables, one-way tables, and informal
furniture for the browsing area add to the appearance and atmosphere of the
library.

1969

Tables and chairs suitable to the height of the students

1975

Not mentioned

1988

Furniture must be the right size and height for the students who will use it;
special pieces purchased as necessary for others with special needs.
Furnishings and equipment are durable and easy to maintain. Chairs must
be comfortable, sturdy, and attractive.
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Table 13. Entrance/Circulation Criteria
Entrance/ Circulation Standards

Year
1920

Not mentioned

1945

Corridor entrance to reading room centrally located, with double doors.
Number of entrances reduced to a minimum. Charging desk placed to
command the main entrance.

1960

Sufficient space for heavy traffic area around the circulation desk.

1969

Displays and exhibits, copying equipment, card catalogs, periodical
indexes. 800 to 1000 square feet.

1975

Near main entrance; near reserve collection;·near work area; near
equipment storage area. This area is for display, exhibits copying
equipment, card catalogs, periodical indexes and charging. Media
centers with multiple major entrances require space allocations at each
entrance. The allocation is 800 square feet with an additional 200
square feet for an additional circulation area in each satellite center.

1988

Near entrance - reserve section, workroom. Card catalog/on-line
terminals, periodical/nonprint storage, equipment storage. Should have
facilities for displays, copy machine, charge area. Program may warrant
additional satellite areas for some microform readers, etc.
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Table 14. Reading Room Criteria
Year

Reading Room Standards

1920

Centrally located and planned appropriately with reference to general
reading, reference, and supplementary study. It must be emphatically
a place of refinement, comfort, and inspiration. Accommodate at once a
full period of readers numbering from 75 to 100. An area of
at least 25 square feet per reader is required for complete
accommodations and service. Large enough to seat 5% to I 0% of the
total daily attendance of the school. Ample provision should be made
for closet space, off the reading room, for storing back numbers of
magazines, new books, books for binder, and stores of supplies
unless there is a space in a workroom.

1945

Space can be attractive, colorful, and inviting. In estimating the space
needed for adequate library quarters, the type of program being carried
on in the school should be given first consideration. Permits flexible
arrangement of materials and equipment. Provide maximum space for
shelving and care of library resources. The minimum space should not
be less than that required to seat the largest classroom group plus 20
pupils (never less than 10% of the enrollment). Schools with an
enrollment of more than 1000 should provide seating space for 10-20
percent of the enrollment, allowing 25 square feet per reader.

1960

Accommodates at least IO per cent of the enrollment in schools having
5 51 or more students. No more than I 00 students are seated in one
reading room. The reading room has dimensions based on an allowance
of 30-35 square feet per reader. For the comfort and convenience of the
library users 5 feet of space between adjacent tables and 5 feet between
tables and shelving. Sufficient space for the card catalogs case, vertical
files, mobile record players, and other freestanding or mobile
equipment.
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Table 14 (continued). Reading Room Criteria
Year

Reading Room Standards

1969

No more than 100 students should be seated in one area. Space is based
on 15 percent of student enrollment at 40 square feet. per student

1975

Reference area near card catalog, periodical indexes. Magazines near
periodical indexes, microform readers. Size is 15 to 30 percent of
enrollment at 40 square feet per student. No more than 100 students
should be seated in any one area. At least 30 percent of the seating
capacity should provide for individual listening and viewing. The area
should be ducted and wired for power and coaxial cable distribution.
Mixed seating types of chairs and tables; include lounge-type seating.

1988

Reading, browsing, listening, viewing, individual study, computing.
Near card catalog/on-line terminals, reference area, magazine
microform readers and periodical indexes. Adequate shelving should be
provided for 10 items per foot. At least 25% of the area should be
available for student seating allowing 40 square feet per student. No
more than 100 students should be seated in one area. Mixed seating
should include tables and chairs, carrels and lounge-type seating.
Carrels require approximately 16 square feet floor space each to
accommodate a computer and printer. Provision should be made for
electrical outlets, telephone, and TV reception. Electrical outlets should
be switch-controlled at charge desk. Computer terminals for database
should be provided.
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Table 15. Library Classroom
Year

Library Classroom Standards

1920

The classroom also should adjoin the reading-room. Glass
partitions and glass doors simplify the problem of supervision. It
should be furnisht [sic] with from 30 to 60 chairs with tablet arms,
and a small stage, complete lantern outfit, moving-picture outfit,
victrola, reflectoscope, and table. Not more than two-thirds of the
room should be occupied with chairs. A room so equipt [sic]
would serve as a model classroom for visual instruction and should
be available for use by teachers of all departments. The walls
should be equipt [sic] with posting surfaces of cork or burlap for
the display of posters

1945

Recommended as part of a minimum library arrangement but not
detailed. Listening rooms may be a part of the library classroom or
separate ..

1960

The area adjoins the reading room and has an entrance from both
the library and the corridor. In addition to tables and chairs, it is
furnished with standard shelving, a chalkboard, and audio-visual
and other equipment. The classroom is an essential part of the
school library and provides space for some of the most important
aspects of the instructional program of the library and the school.

1969

900-1000 square feet of flexible space, the equivalent of a
classroom area, equipped for instructional purposes and needs.

1975

Adjacent to reference and open materials housing, about 900-1200
square feet in size. Flexible space, at least classroom size,
equipped for audio and visual presentations.

1988

Adjacent to reference area, stack area, catalogs, and indexes of 9001200 square feet. Space should be flexible and at least classroom
size, and equipped for presentation using all forms of media.
Computer should be available. Telephone jack for telephone
conference and computer terminal.
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Table 16. Conference Rooms
Year

Conference Room Standards

1920

There should be one or more committee rooms adjoining the
library, where students could work in groups. It is also desirable
that the offices of the heads of the department of English and of the
social-studies department be connected conveniently with the
library.

1945

For use by groups working together and for teacher-pupil guidance
conferences.

1960

Libraries in schools of fewer,than 1,000 students need at least one
conference room and larger schools need two or more. Location
adjacent to and connected with the main reading room with glass
partitions. A minimum of 120 square feet of space in each room.
Acoustically treated walls and ceilings for making the area
soundproof. Equipment consisting of a table, chairs, and shelving
for books and, if desired, listening and viewing machines, a small
bulletin board, a chalk board, and shelving for recordings.

1969

150 square feet in 3-6 rooms. Movable walls to allow for
combining area. Electrical and television outlets and acoustical
treatment. One acoustically treated room with typewriters for
student use.

1975

Greater flexibility is achieved when some conference areas are
adjoining and movable walls may be used to combine or divide a
series of areas. There is a minimum of 3 conference rooms of 150
square feet each recommended. Sound control is necessary, as is
provision for light control. Areas should be equipped with
electrical and TV inputs and outlets. These areas may be used for
typing as needed and as areas for temporary display or highlighting
of special collections.

1988

Recommends 2-4 areas of 150 square feet each. Locate in quiet
and easily supervised area. Should be acoustically treated and
equipped with electrical and television outlets and a permanent
screen. Should have moveable walls to allow for combining areas.
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Table 17. Work Room
Year

Work Room Standards

1920

The space is 10 feet by 15 feet, adjoining the reading-room. It
should be equipt [sic] with a desk for cataloging, a typewriter table,
a typewriter with card-catalog attachment, chairs, shelves, and
ample space for storage of new books and of books being repaired.

1945

Workroom with running water adjoining the reading room and
storage space for supplies.and for books being processed and
repaired. It should have a desk and chair, typewriter, lavatory,
worktable, shelving space for pooks not ready for use, and locked
storage facilities for supplies. One or more electric outlets should
be provided in the workroom.

1960

In larger schools where additional materials and staff necessitate
more space for processing activities, storage purposes, and general
administration, one room will not serve all purposes. A separate
office for the librarian is essential. All workrooms include
adequate work space, with a carefully planned counter 18 to 24
inches deep with vinyl or formica top and work-type sink, with
various sizes of storage drawers and cupboards, plus knee-hole
spaces below the counter and open shelves above. The lower
counter may also serve as a desk, if provided with a drawer for
correspondence and a shelf for a typewriter. Standard facilities for
ventilation, heat, and lighting are essential for these areas.

1969

300-400 square feet as a minimum space. The amount of space
recommended will increase if centralized cataloging and processing
services are not available from the system media center.

1975

Provision for shelving and storage of supplies. Requires sinks,
running water, electrical outlets. Increase to more than 300-400
square feet if cataloging and processing are performed in the
school. Needs access to corridor and to elevator or loading dock.

1988

Near entrance, circulation, and periodical/nonprint storage of 300500 square feet with access to corridor. Desk space for library
media professionals should be provided here or in an appropriate
area of the library media center. Provision for shelving, counters,
cabinets, sink, running water, electrical outlets, telephone, copy equipment and computer access
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Since the first standards for secondary school libraries in 1920, the attempt
has been to provide a form or design so that functional areas, created to accommodate
resources and services, would further the goals of the school library media program.
According to the standards, the library media center should not only be designed to store
materials, but also as a place in which to teach and learn. A well-designed library media
center enriches the learning atmosphere of the school and stimulates students to explore
general interests and pursue comprehensive study. Library media center design and
spatial arrangements must be flexible to accommodate changes in teaching and learning
and to adapt to refinements of existing technology and new technological developments.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this study is to use national standards to analyze and evaluate the
physical facilities of secondary school libraries in Dallas County, Texas constructed after
1990. The standards of measurement are the ones established in 1988 by the American
Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications
and Technology entitled Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media
Programs (American Association of School Librarians and the Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1988).
In June of 1957, H. Wayne Herald compared recently constructed library facilities
with the standards of the American Library Association to determine if the standards
were met (Herald 1957, 2). Herald based his research on the American Library
Association standards of 1945, School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow: Functions and
Standards (American Library Association Committees on Post-War Planning 1945), and
a 1952 report from the Committee on Planning School Library Quarters entitled Dear Mr.
Architect (American Library Association Committee on Planning School Library
Quarters 1952).
Herald observed twenty-five secondary school library facilities, both high school
and junior high schools, around two major population centers of California. A structured
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guide for the analysis of the facilities was used in all field observations to provide a
systematic basis for obtaining a description of the library facilities. Using the 1945
standards entitled School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow: Functions and Standards
(American Library Association Committees on Post-War Planning 1945). Herald
developed the criteria for comparing the secondary school library facilities to the
guidelines established by the American Library Association. Herald's study concluded
the library facilities generally did not meet the American Library Association standards
and made some recommendations for compliance (Herald 1957, 144).
In 1971, John T. Rutland conducted a related study for his dissertation. The
purpose of his study was to analyze and appraise the basic physical facilities and
educational roles of twelve selected secondary school libraries in the southern United
States and establish guidelines for future secondary school libraries (Rutland 1971, 6).
Rutland referenced the American Association of School Librarians' Standards for School
Library Programs (American Association of School Librarians 1960) and the American
Association of School Librarians and Department of Audiovisual Instruction's Standards
for School Media Programs of 1969 (American Association of School Librarians and
Department of Audiovisual Instruction 1969). Rutland visited selected campuses and
conducted a survey of the physical facilities according to the recommended guidelines.
He followed up the visual examination of the school library by administering surveys to
the principal, head librarian, twelve teachers, and approximately twenty-five students on
each campus. Based on his research, there was little evidence of the application of the
American Library Association's school library facility standards in the library design
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(Rutland 1971, 40). This research study is based on the work previously done by Herald
and Rutland to see if there are similar conclusions.

Procedure
The researcher determined if the American Library Association standards and
guidelines for secondary school libraries were applied to new public school construction
in Dallas County, Texas since 1990. Information Power: Guidelines for School Library
Media Programs (American Association of School Librarians and the Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1988), published by the American Library
Association, contains the standards used for comparison. The population for the study is
all the secondary public schools in Dallas County opened after 1990. These schools
represent more than a decade of design and construction after the publication of
Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs in 1988 (American
Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications
and Technology 1988) and were built prior to Information Power: Building Partnerships
for Learning (American Association of School Librarians and Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1998). If the Dallas County schools
followed the suggested standards, it would be evident in the new facilities.
Dallas County is located in the northeastern section of Texas with an ethnically
diverse population of more than two million people (Ramos 1999, 163). Dallas is the
largest city and Sunnyvale the smallest in Dallas County (Ramos 1999, 164). Although
considered a metropolitan area, Dallas County has great diversity with a strong
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telecommunications industry, the suburban areas with homes and businesses, and rural
areas with farms and ranches. This diversity in the size of communities and the ethnic
and economic diversity among the school districts within Dallas County emulate a cross
section of the Texas school population, making the county an engaging population to
survey.
Public school districts across Texas are referred to as Independent School
Districts (ISD) if they serve one city or community. Schools that serve more than one
community may be called Consolidated School Districts (CSD). All of the school
districts in Dallas County are legally referred to as independent school districts. Dallas
Independent School District, however, is also called Dallas Public Schools by the local
school community. The Texas Education Agency, the official state public school
education agency. indicates fifteen school districts in Dallas County (Texas Education
Agency 2000a).

They are:
•

Carrollton-Farmers Branch Independent School District (CFBISD) - has an
enrollment of approximately 24,000 students. There are nine high schools or middle
schools. Three of the secondary schools were constructed in the 1990s.

•

Cedar Hill Independent School District (CHISD) - has an enrollment of
approximately 6,300 students. There are two secondary schools. No secondary
school was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Coppell Independent School District CISD)- has an enrollment of approximately
9,000 students. There are four high schools or middle schools. One of the middle
schools was constructed in the 1990s.

75

•

Dallas Independent School District (DISD) - has an enrollment of approximately
162,000 students. There are sixty-nine high schools or middle schools. Three of the
secondary schools were constructed in the 1990s.

•

De Soto Independent School District (DISD)- has an enrollment of approximately
6,800 students. There are four high schools or middle schools. One of the secondary
schools was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Duncanville Independent School District (DISD) - has an enrollment of
approximately I 0,500 students. There are four high schools or middle schools No
secondary school was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Garland Independent School District (GISD) - has an enrollment of approximately
49,400 students. There are nineteen high schools or middle schools. Three of the
secondary schools were constructed in the 1990s.

•

Grand Prairie Independent School District (GPISD) - has an enrollment of
approximately 19,600 students. There are eight high schools or middle schools. No
secondary school was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Highland Park Independent School District (HPISD)- has an enrollment of
approximately 6,000 students. There are two secondary schools. One of the
secondary schools was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Irving Independent School District (IISD) - has an enrollment of approximately
28,000 students. There are nine high schools or middle schools. No secondary
school was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Lancaster Independent School District (LISD)- has an enrollment of approximately
4,200 students. There are two high schools or middle schools. No secondary school
was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Mesquite Independent School District (MISD) - has an enrollment of approximately
32,000 students. There are twelve high schools or middle schools. Five of the
secondary schools were constructed in the 1990s.

•

Richardson Independent School District (RISO) - has an enrollment of approximately
35,000 students. There are fourteen high schools or middle schools. One of the
secondary schools was constructed in the 1990s.

•

Sunnyvale Independent School District (SISD) - has an enrollment of approximately
400 students. There are no high schools or middle schools.
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•

Wilmer-Hutchins Independent School District (WHISD) - has an enrollment of
approximately 3,500 students. There are two high schools or middle schools. No
secondary school was constructed in the 1990s.
The Texas Education Agency web site includes a map of the Dallas County

school districts (Texas Education Agency 2000b) (See Appendix A). Three of the school
districts listed for Dallas County have boundaries that extended beyond Dallas County
into bordering counties. Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISO extends into Collin County,
Ferris ISO extends into Ellis County, and Grapevine-Colleyville ISO extends into Tarrant
County. However, the Texas Education Agency web site lists the officially recognized
county designation and of these three independent school districts, only CarrolltonFramers Branch ISO is a Dallas County school district. Ferris ISD is designated as an
Ellis County school district and Grapevine-Colleyville ISO is in Tarrant County (Texas
Education Agency 2000a).
The number of secondary schools in Dallas County was determined through
information from the Texas Education Agency web site (Texas Education Agency 2000a)
(See Appendix B). To ascertain the age of the secondary schools in Dallas County, a
telephone call was made to each district office to find the opening date of every
secondary school in that district. If the district office did not know the opening date, the
secondary school was called to find out the information (See Appendix C). Only
Sunnyvale ISO was not called because it has only one elementary school (Texas
Education Agency 2000a)
As a result of the initial telephone survey, nineteen secondary schools constructed
since 1990 were identified in Dallas County. Only newly constructed public schools
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opened after 1990 were considered and not renovated campuses (See Appendix D). An
appointment was made for a visit to each campus either in December 2000 or January
2001. The researcher considered this time the least distracting because it was the end of
the first semester or the beginning of the second semester.
The information in Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media
Programs in Appendix C (American Association of School Librarians and the
Association for Educational Communications and Technology 1988, 131) was used to
create a checklist as a guideline for surveying the library (See Appendix E). Also at the
time of the visit, a visual observation was made of the facility (See Appendix F) as the
survey was completed. The researcher's observations were based on more than twentyfive years of experience as a school librarian and teacher. Additionally, the researcher
has six years experience as a library director of a school district with more than two
hundred schools and has designed eighteen new school libraries and renovated ten others.
Measurements were taken with a Lufkin walking stick measuring device to
determine the approximate square footage of various areas of the library to see if those
areas met the minimum space requirements recommended by the American Library
Association. Each area on the checklist that required measurements was identified by the
signage or the researcher's general knowledge and measured according to the guidelines
listed in Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs, Appendix C
(American Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988, 131 ). For example, the entrance/circulation area
was measured from the entrance door to the circulation desk, if the desk was near the
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door. The width of the area was the width of the entrance corridor. The circulation desk
area was determined by measuring the perimeter with an additional three feet added for
traffic. The three numbers were added together for the square footage of the total
circulation area. If the circulation desk was not near the door but in the back of the
library, the entrance was measured from the door to the beginning of the library seating.
The totals for the entrance area and the circulation were added together for the square
footage. The researcher determined that the capacity for a shelf to hold ten books per
linear foot would be met if shelving were of standard size, or thirty-six inches wide and at
least ten inches deep.
Following the analysis of the findings, Chapter IV reports the results of the
studies and their level of compliance and variation with the 1988 standards. Chapter V
evaluates the results and draws implications from the findings for future investigation.

79

CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION OF THE FINDINGS

The purpose of this study is to use national standards to analyze and evaluate the
physical facilities of secondary school libraries in Dallas County, Texas, constructed after
1990. These evaluation standards were established by the American Association of
School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology
and published in Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs
(American Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988).
The researcher made an appointment for a visit at each of the nineteen identified
schools. At the time of the visit, a visual observation was made of the facility (See
Appendix F) and the survey was completed. The order of the criteria is based on the
order that is listed in Appendix C of Information Power: Guidelines for School Library
Media Programs (American Association of School Librarians and the Association for
Educational Communications and Technology 1988, 131 ). Using the completed survey
guide, the components were broken into sections to chart the percentage of schools in
compliance with the national standards in each area.
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Entrance/Circulation Area

Table 18. Entrance/Circulation Area
Entrance/Circulation Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

18

1

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
95%

Circulation desk near entrance

13

6

68%

Card/on-line catalog available

19

0

100%

Space for displays

9

10

47%

Copy machine

18

1

95%

*250-500 sq. ft. for 500 students and 600-800 sq. ft. for 1000 students

The recommended square footage of 250 to 800 square feet for the
entrance/circulation area is achieved 95% of the time in the nineteen schools. Only 68%
of the schools have the circulation desk near the entrance. Six of the libraries have the
desk at the back or side of the room.
All the schools have online catalogs available to the students. Display shelving or
cases are available in 47% or nine of the schools. No school has display cases built into
the wall by the entrance, though eight have the display area near the entrance. Copiers
are present for student use in 95% or eighteen of the nineteen schools.
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Reading, Listening, Viewing, Individual study, Compu~ing

Table 19. Reading, Listening, Viewing, Individual study, Computing
Reading, Listening, Viewing, Individual
study, Computing Criteria
At least 25% of area for seating students*

Yes

No

17

2

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
89%

Near online computers

19

0

100%

Shelving for 10 items per foot

19

0

100%

Mixed seating

18

1

95%

Computer carrels/tables

19

0

100%

Provision electricity, telephone, TV

19

0

100%

Cable ducts under floor

18

1

95%

Computers for data bases

19

0

100%

* 5% of student enrollment recommended
At least 25% of the reading area space is for seating students in 89% of the
schools surveyed. The seating capacity in relation to the number of students on the
campuses varied greatly. Seventeen of the schools provide 25% of the reading area for
seating. The schools that did not meet the standard of having at least 25% of the reading
area for seating, seated less than the minimum recommendation of 5% of the campus
enrollment. The numbers are as follows:
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Table 20. Library Seating Capacity
Campus#

Campus
Enrollment

Library
Seating

Percentage
Enrollment

1

1000

90

9%

2

2000

150

8%

3

800

69

9%

4

850

86

10%

5

2300

104

5%

6

600

110

18%

7

900

98

11%

8

900

98

11%

9

900

98

11%

10

900

85

9%

11

800

109

14%

12

2200

140

6%

13

500

57

11%

14

2300 ·

150

7%

15

1200

78

7%

16

1050

44

4%

17

1130

76

7%

18

1900

154

8%

19

1300

33

3%

There is a variety of seating available in the libraries. Eighteen of the libraries
have large areas of soft or casual seating near the periodical sections or other locations
within the room. Shelving for ten items per linear foot is evidenced in all the libraries.
The shelves have room for the collection to expand.
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All of the libraries have computers for students to use within the reading area.
The computers are on special computer furniture rather than multipurpose tables. In each
library the workstations are at sitting or at standing height. All the libraries have at least
one taller computer workstation for wheelchair access that meets the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) standards for student use. In all the libraries, the cable ducts are
under the floor or on the wall. The wiring is not obtrusive in the reading area nor does it
create a safety hazard across the floors. The electrical outlets are sufficient because there
is not a plethora of extension cords around the edges of the wall or across walkways.
Television coaxial cable drops are in every library for broadcasts either from the district
channels, public broadcasting, or commercial television.
All of the libraries have Internet connectivity and have access to online databases
according to the information on the Texas Library Connection web site (Texas Library
Connection 2001 ). Three of the databases available to these nineteen schools are a result
of their school districts participation in the Texas Library Connection (Texas Library
Connection 2001). The Texas Library Connection is part of a statewide technology
initiative created by the Texas Legislature in 1993. The Texas Library Connection
provides school communities with current, relevant information resources regardless of
the district's size or geographical location. Some schools and districts also provide
additional online databases for student and professional use through campus or district
level funding.
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Small Group Areas - Listening and Viewing

Table 21. Small Group Areas
Small Group Areas: Listening and
Viewing Criteria
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

Yes

No

0

19

Percentage of Schools .
in Compliance
0%

* 150 sq. ft. in 1-3 areas for 500 and 1000 students

No school has areas designated for small group listening or viewing areas. There
is an absence of compliance in the area.

Equipment Storage and Distribution

Table 22. Equipment Storage and Distribution
Yes

No

8

11

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
42%

Near corridor, loading dock, elevator

12

7

63%

Good control from work area

17

2

89%

Near production, carrel, and viewing areas

0

19

0%

Secure area

15

4

79%

Cabinets with locks

3

15

20%

Electrical outlets

18

1

95%

Shelving and tables

17

2

89%

Equipment storage and Distribution
Criteria
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested *

*400-600 sq. ft. for 500 students and 500-800 sq. ft. for 1000 students
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The square footage recommended for the equipment storage and distribution area
is from 400 to 800 square feet depending on the student enrollment. Only 42% of the
schools have a space within that range. Generally, the equipment room is near the
circulation desk or the librarian's office. In 89% of the schools, the equipment storage
room is visible from the circulation desk or office. There are no student carrels,
production area, or viewing areas in any of the schools, so equipment rooms cannot be
located near the areas as called for in the standards. This area is the only standard absent
from this area. Good control from the work area, electrical outlets, and shelving and
tables exceeded the 89% compliance.
Only twelve of the nineteen schools, or 63% of the schools, have equipment
rooms with a door that leads into a corridor. The equipment area is secured with a special
key that is not part of the master keys for the campus in 79% of the schools.
There are electrical outlets in the equipment room of the eighteen libraries that
had equipment rooms. Lockable cabinets are in 21 % of the equipment rooms as fifteen
of the rooms are considered secure areas. Adjustable shelving is in 89% of the schools.
Most equipment rooms are too small for tables or other furniture.

Maintenance Repair

Table 23. Maintenance Repair
Maintenance Repair Criteria
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*
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Yes

No

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Table 23 (continued).
Maintenance Repair Criteria

Yes

No

Near loading dock, adjacent to equipment

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Secure area

0

19

0%

Includes workbench, outlets

0

19

0%

Storage for parts and lamps

0

19

0%

Test equipment available

0

19

0%

* 150-300 sq. ft. with 500 or 1000 students

No school has an area for major audiovisual repairs on the campus.

Media Production Laboratory

Table 24. Media Production Laboratory
Media Production Laboratory Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Adjacent to equipment storage

0

19

0%

Secure area

0

19

0%

Housing for equipment and materials

0

19

0%

Shelving and storage of supplies

0

19

0%

Special equipment features

0

19

0%

Sound control for audio production

0

19

0%

*50-700 sq. ft. with 500 students and 700-900 with 1000 students

Designated media production areas for "students and teachers to develop film,
make audiotapes, create video productions, and view videotapes or films" (American
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Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1988, 20) are not in any of the facilities.

Darkroom

Table 25. Darkroom
Darkroom Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Adjacent to media production

O

19

0%

Special equipment features

O

19

0%

* 150-300 sq. ft. with 500 or 1000 students.

No school has darkroom compliance in the library.

Conference Areas

Table 26. Conference Areas
Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

5

14

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
26%

In quiet and easily supervised area

3

16

16%

Online search station near

4

15

21%

Acoustically treated and electrical outlets

1

18

5%

Computer and typewriter

4

15

21%

Moveable walls to combine areas

1

18

5%

Conference Area Criteria
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Table 27 ( continued).
Yes

No

Equipped with presentation equipment

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Telephone jack and computer

0

19

0%

Multipurpose Room Criteria

*700-900 sq. ft. with 500 students and 900-1200 with 1000 students.

Only one school has an area classified as a multipurpose classroom. The absence
of this area in 95% of the schools is failure of compliance.

Work Area

Table 28. Work Area
Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

11

8

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
58%

Near entrance, circulation, storage

15

4

79%

Near instructional area

16

3

84%

Access to corridor

5

14

26%

Desk space for library professional

10

9

53%

Special equipment features

19

0

100%

Space for cataloging

13

6

63%

Work Area Criteria

*200-400 sq. ft. with 500 students and 300-500 sq. ft. with 1000 students.

The workroom is a useful, multipurpose space in all the libraries. All of the
schools have a functional workroom with cabinets, sink, running water, electrical outlets,
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and a telephone. Most workrooms, or 79% of those facilities, are directly behind or very
near the circulation desk and the librarian's office. Instructional areas are near the
workroom in 84% of the schools. An entrance to the corridor is available in 26% of the
workrooms.

Periodical Storage

Table 29. Periodical Storage
Periodical Storage Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

1

18

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
5%

Near entrance, circulation, storage

4

15

21%

Near magazine indexes

3

16

16%

Periodicals on microform available

0

19

0%

Cabinets to house microform

0

19

0%

*250-400 sq. ft. with 500 students and 400-600 sq. ft. with 1000 students.

Periodical storage is most often found as part of the materials storage in the
workroom. Paper magazine indexes are found in only three libraries. There is an absence
of microform as either the indexes or materials.
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Teacher/Professional Area

Table 30. Teacher/Professional Area
Teacher/Professional Area Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Near classrooms, main library, quiet area

3

16

16%

Group or conference use

3

16

16%

Provide for old and new materials use

0

19

0%

Lounge atmosphere

2

17

11%

Phone, computer, journals, resources

3

16

16%

*500-600 sq. ft. with 500 students and 600-800 sq. ft. with 1000 students.

Three of the schools have teacher/professional rooms, but none of them equals or
exceeds the recommended square footage in the standards. Soft chairs and a relaxed
atmosphere are the motif in the three schools that have a separate room for the
professional library. Teachers are offered books and periodicals, a telephone and a
computer, and some teaching and research resources. The area absent is the provision of
old and new materials for use and review.
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Computer Learning Laboratory

Table 31. Computer Learning Laboratory
Computer Learning Laboratory Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

2

17

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
11%

Adjacent to group and instruction area

2

17

11%

Secure area

2

17

11%

Response capability

2

17

11%

*600-800 sq. ft. with 500 students and 800-1000 sq. ft. with 1000 students.

Two schools, or 11 % of the survey population, have computer labs in the library.
One has an opening to the corridor and the other does not. Neither lab is visible for
supervision from the circulation desk. The labs are secure areas with special keys from
the Technology Department and not a master key. Both labs have Internet access for the
students and are filtered through the district's firewall.

Stacks

Table 32. Stacks
Yes

No

Located near reserve area

19

0

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
100%

Adjacent group and instruction area

18

1

95%

Provide tables and seating

19

0

100%

Additional stacks to store textbooks

0

19

0%

Stacks Criteria
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The stacks are neatly arranged in all the libraries with tables and soft seating
scattered throughout the reading room area. One school has the seating area in a comer
away from the limited collection of books available to the students. No school library
surveyed has textbooks stored in the library or the distribution of such as part of the
librarian's responsibility. The textbook storage area was absent in compliance.

Television Studio

Table 33. Television Studio
Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

0

19

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
0%

Convenient to media production area

0

19

0%

Soundproof

0

19

0%

Classroom facilities

0

19

0%

Mini-studio option

1

18

5%

Secure area

1

18

5%

Television Studio Criteria

*16,000 sq. ft. studio (40'x40') with 15' ceiling and wide doors for 500 or 1000 students.

A large television studio is not part of any of the schools surveyed and absent in

compliance in all areas. One high school has a mini-studio option within the library, with
a permanent background, and small video cameras.
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Audio Studio

Table 34. Audio Studio
Audio Studio Criteria

Yes

No

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*
Adjacent to television studio

0
0

19
19

0%
0%

Soundproof

0

19

0%

Storage of equipment and supplies

0

19

0%

Secure area

0

19

0%

* 150 sq. ft. minimum for 500 or 1000 students.

None of the schools has an audio studio and is absent in compliance in all areas.

Telecommunication Distribution

Table 35. Telecommunication Distribution
Telecommunication Distribution Criteria

Yes

No

Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested*

2

17

Percentage of Schools
in Compliance
11%

Next to TV studio and Equipment repair

1

18

5%

Necessary equipment options

12

7

63%

Secure area

8

11

42%

*800 sq. ft. minimum for 500 or 1000 students
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There are twelve schools, or 63%, with telecommunication distribution
equipment. Only two of the schools have the recommended square footage for the
equipment. The others are small, crowded rooms. All of the twelve schools distribute
videos, laser disks, and/or audiocassette tapes upon demand from the teachers. One
automated distribution system allows the teacher to choose from the classroom a video
from a pre-selected group and activate the start and finish. The system will load the tape
for play without any assistance from or knowledge of the librarian. A secure key is used
in 42% of the schools to control access to the equipment.
Upon examining all the standards for school libraries in the nineteen schools
surveyed, the researcher noted the standards most often met are in the areas of
entrance/circulation; reading, computer workstations, equipment storage and distribution;
and work area (See Appendix G). Those not met are in the areas of maintenance repair,
media production laboratory, darkroom, multipurpose room, and computer learning
laboratory. -Chapter V will discuss these findings.
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CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION

The school library can provide an environment that encourages and supports
teaching and learning within its spaces. The architectural design of the library defines
these spaces. The old maxim of "form follows function" is now more realistically
phrased as "form permits function" (Morris 1992, 222). Standards create the forms that
permit the functions established at the moment in time such standards are written.
The most widely accepted national standards for school libraries are those
established by the American Library Association. Formulated by school librarians and
library administrators through their national associations, these standards serve as guides
for the improvement and extension of library services throughout the United States.
"Promoting effective physical access to information resources and intellectual access to
the content is the central unifying concept of these guidelines" (American Association of
School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and Technology
1988, x). Many state education agencies and regional accreditation organizations
develop their standards and recommendations based, in part, on the American Library
Association and American Association of School Librarians' standards.
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Research Questions

Research Question One
The first research question is: How do secondary public school libraries in Dallas
County, Texas, constructed since 1990, meet the national library media center facility
guidelines established by the American Association of School Librarians and the
Association for Educational Communications and Technology in 1988? After visiting
nineteen newly constructed secondary schools in Dallas County, the researcher finds that
only a few areas of the design meet the 1988 national standards. For the purpose of this
study the researcher determined that two of the nineteen schools, or 89%, had to meet
standards in order to be considered in compliance. The areas that most frequently
complied with the American Library Association standards are the administrative
components of a library design. These areas are adequate space for the
entrance/circulation area, online catalogs, copy machines, computer workstations, stacks,
reading room seating, electricity, cable ducts, and workrooms located near the instruction
area. Only one program area complies with the American Library Association standards.
This component is the presence of computers for online searching and databases in the
reading room.

Research Question Two
The second research question is: How do secondary public school libraries in
Dallas County, Texas, constructed since 1990, fail to meet national library media center
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facility guidelines established by the American Association of School Librarians and the
Association for Education Communications and Technology in 1988? For the purpose of
this study the researcher determined that failure to comply with the standards meant that
seventeen of the nineteen schools, or 11 %, had to fail to meet a standard. The areas that
most frequently failed to comply with the American Library Association standards are the
programming components of a library design. These areas are small group listening and
viewing areas, maintenance repair areas, media production laboratories, darkrooms, some
features of a conference area, multipurpose rooms, periodical storage areas,
teacher/professional areas, computer learning laboratories, television studios, audio
studios, and telecommunication distribution areas in the schools visited. The
administrative areas that did not comply with the American Library Association
standards are some components of the periodical storage area, additional stacks to store
textbooks, and most of the telecommunication distribution area.

Conclusions

The findings in Chapter IV indicate some areas of the national standards are used
but some are absent. The areas that are in compliance are usually in administrative areas
and the ones missing are programming areas. For the purpose of this study the
administrative areas are defined as the entrance/circulation area, reading area, equipment
storage and distribution area, maintenance repair area, work area, periodical storage area,
stacks, and telecommunication distribution area. Although students may use part of these
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areas, they exist for administrative functions. Students may go into the periodical storage
area, work area, or equipment distribution area for retrieving or storing items. The
reading room has both administrative and programming functions. Having tables and
chairs to seat students is an administrative function. Yet, having mixed seating for
individual study areas and soft furniture is a programming function.
Administrative areas are needed for a librarian to manage a facility. Of the
nineteen schools visited, the majority of the library areas in compliance are for
administrative functions. The administrative functions not in compliance may not be
germane to the responsibility of many librarians. The administrative areas with 11 % or
less compliance are maintenance repair areas, stacks for textbooks, periodical storage
areas, and telecommunication distribution spaces. The maintenance repair, with 300
square feet or less, may not be needed for the librarian to repair audiovisual equipment.
Other repair options, such as outsourcing audiovisual repairs, may be available for cost
effect and efficiency reasons or to give the librarian time to spend teaching students, an
important program function. Distributing and storing textbooks may be defined as a
school administrative function rather than a library one, thus eliminating the need for
providing library stack space for storage as indicated in the standards. As indicated in the
standards, periodical storage and the management of microforms are administrative
issues with technology. In 1988 many schools did not have access to periodical
databases and microforms were the best way to access back issues of magazines. Today,
full-text periodical databases are available to more students and there is little need of
storing microforms. As magazines become more expensive to purchase, schools have
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fewer titles available to keep as back issues. The Texas Library Connection, a part of the
Texas Education Agency, gives Texas public schools access to full-text periodical
databases at no cost to the schools or districts. These nineteen libraries are members of
this consortium and, therefore, may not need storage facilities as indicated by the
standards. Consequently, the administrative standards not in compliance in the nineteen
libraries may well indicate standards for obsolete functions.
Programming areas define the library as it relates to the instructional program in
the school. The programming areas in a school library are defined as the listening and
viewing area, individual study area, computing area, small group areas, media production
laboratory, darkroom, conference areas, multipurpose room, teacher/professional area,
computer learning laboratory, television studio, and audio studio. Students and staff
members use these areas when participating in the library programming such as large
group instruction or searching computer databases.
That the majority of schools are in 11 % or less compliance in many of the
programming areas projects a particular view of the school library. Instruction and
individual inquiry are not of primary importance. Programming areas not available or not
in compliance include small group listening and viewing areas, media production
laboratories, darkrooms, conference areas, multipurpose rooms, teacher/professional
areas, computer learning laboratories, television studios, and audio studios. The
functions supported by these areas are vital to the instructional component of the library
and the definition of the library as an instructional center. This concept is clearly
emphasized in Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs
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(American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988).
In a corporate climate, businesses encourage their employees to work together in
teams to solve problems and create new ideas or products. The Secretary's Commission
on Achieving Necessary Skills of the U.S. Department of Labor (SCANS) identifies five
workplace competencies effective workers can productively use in What Work Requires
of Schools. One of the competencies is "Interpersonal Skills-working on teams,
teaching others, serving customers, leading, negotiating, and working well with people
from culturally diverse backgrounds" (The Secretary's Commission on Achieving
Necessary Skills 1991). Allowing students to work in small groups in the small group
areas is one way to achieve this goal.
Library classrooms are important for large group instruction and for collaborative
planning and cooperative teaching projects between teachers and the librarian. Without
these areas such tasks become difficult if not impossible. Again, both functions are
clearly defined in Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs
(American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology 1988). Only one school in this study has a classroom
as indicated by a signage on the wall. This separate teaching space is absent in all the
other facilities. Although librarians may well perform these functions in other areas, the
overall architectural design of the library fails to emphasize teaching and learning.
A media production laboratory and a darkroom are programming areas that are
absent in all the school libraries. The standards indicate a need for such spaces to create
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projects and presentations, but students and staff have other options. Students and staff
have many ways, not available in 1988, to create electronic presentations or add digital
images to their projects or instructional units. A large media production area may be no
longer necessary on each campus. Sinks, sound control, lighting, and other special
features in a production lab and darkroom are not essential for a computer-generated
product. As with several administrative areas that are lacking in these nineteen schools,
these two areas may be obsolete.

Implications

Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs (American
Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and
Technology 1988) defines the library administrative and programming standards. The
small compliance of programming areas in these nineteen schools indicates that the
builders did not provide for the librarian's teaching and collaborative planning role. In
these nineteen schools, the librarian is architecturally set up as an administrator who
manages the library, manages the computer workstations, circulates the equipment, and
has a workroom for receiving new materials. If form follows function, the library is
designed to manage administrative functions.
On the other hand, adherence to national standards alone does not make a perfect
library. Several of the other library design problems concerned visual supervision of the
library. Two of the high schools have the circulation desk near the workroom and office
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area, but the library entrance is not visible from that position for supervision. One high
school compensated for this lack of visual control with a ceiling mounted, video camera
monitoring the door. Other problems range from large support columns in the reading
area to hidden corners that could not be seen from most of the library. Architects must be
aware of the need for supervising students in the library when designing the total facility.
Another design problem is with the amount of space for displays and bulletin
boards in secondary schools versus their use. For some librarians, creating interesting
displays in a cabinet, display case, shelving areas or bulletin board is too demanding on
their schedules and not what they want to do. Bookstores realize the value of displaying
books to "sell" the merchandise to the customer. In a visually oriented society, librarians
should realize the value of displaying materials to appeal to students and create an
interest in a topic. Consequently, the standards suggest room for displays. When a
designated display area is not available, there are often colorful posters, stuffed animals,
and plants scattered about the library to give it an appealing, pleasant atmosphere.
Bulletin boards and displays, whether in or out of a case, are important to the ambience of
the library but the presence of such in these nineteen schools does not guarantee they will
be used to their full potential.
In crowded schools, space is at a premium, and someone will occupy all the
space. Often a teacher, assistant principal, specialist, or counselor is permanently
assigned to a conference room or office in the library. When the students walk through
the library getting to their classes, they create a distraction to other students and an
additional supervision situation for the librarian. The conference room is now a
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classroom in two of the schools visited. Paper is taped over the glass windows for
privacy for the teacher and students, but it creates an unattractive view from the library.
Further abuse of the facility is observed in a middle school library that provides a large
classroom area for library instruction but the room is now used for in-house suspension
and not for the library program. With an overall view of the library as an administrative
warehouse, such misuse of programming space is understandable.
Testing, parties, meetings, or substitute teaching are some of the reasons the
library is closed to the students. Abuse of the library facility causes the library program
to suffer. An overcrowded campus may cause a campus administrator to view the library
as another space to place students or teachers with no thought given as to how the library
program and student achievement may suffer. Until the library is viewed as an important
classroom that contributes to the education of the students, the abuse of the library
facility will continue.

Recommendations
Since 1920, the American Library Association has endorsed national standards for
school libraries. The standards were specific and quantitative and the architect and
builder just needed to follow the guidelines to produce the optimum facility. Yet, three
studies (Herald, H. Wayne, Rutland, John T. and the present one); spanning almost fifty
years, shows plainly that these have not been followed. Clearly the mere presence of
standards for construction does not produce compliance. The builders did not follow the
quantitative standards in the nineteen schools in this study
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Information Power: Building Partnerships for Leaming (American Association of
School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology
1998) does not include quantitative facility standards for the first time since standards
were introduced. The idea is that the design of the library should be based on function
rather than quantitative standards. This study supports that notion. There is no need to
provide space that is not needed nor used, just to meet standards. Textbook storage and
audiovisual maintenance repair areas are examples of functions that may not need space
in a modem library. Even small functions such as having "electrical outlets ... switchcontrolled at charge desk" (American Association of School Librarians and Association
for Educational Communications and Technology 1988, 133) are not needed in a busy
library setting. But, within the concept of function defining form lies responsibility.
Those knowledgeable about the functions of a library most be involved in every step in
the construction of a new library. Before the publication of the 1998 standards, architects
needed only to have access to the standards checklist and follow it. When designing a
school library now, with that quantitative list not available, and with research supporting
its failure, architects most reach out to library professionals before and during the
planning process.
The plan for the library should define all the educational and administrative
functions. Few architects and educational administrators understand the instructional
nature of a school library program (Roberts 1998, 163). Yet, the library needs to be a
part of the total educational program in the school. Planning will be the key to the
success of a new library. The evidence of the successful inclusion into the instructional
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realm of the campus will be the balance of administrative space for administrative
functions and the programming space the library has for students.
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Telephone Calls to Districts or Schools

Telephone Calls to Districts or Schools

Bums, Pat, Office manager of DeSoto High School Freshman Center. 2000. Interview
by researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
Carey, Judy, Office manager of Bush Middle School. 2000. Interview by researcher,
27 November. Telephone.
Duncan, Donna, Library Director of Mesquite ISD. 2000. Interview by researcher,
28 November. Telephone.
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27 November. Telephone.
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29 November. Telephone.
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29 November. Telephone.
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29 November. Telephone.
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27 November. Telephone.
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researcher, 27 November. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
Jacks, Belinda. Library Director of Grand Prairie ISD. 2000. Interview by researcher,
1 December. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
Martin, Vena, Office manager of Creekview High School. 2000. Interview by
researcher, 27 November. Telephone.
Morton, Darlene, Office manager of Lancaster Junior High School. 2000. Interview by
researcher. Telephone.
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researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
Payne, Ora, Office manager of Wilmer-Hutchins High School. 2000. Interview by
researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
Pilkington, Christine, Research assistant for Dallas ISD. Interview by researcher,
30 November. Telephone.
Reyes, Susan, Office manager of Highland Park High School. 2000. Interview by
Researcher, 20 November. Telephone.
Reynolds, Arlene, Office manager at Long Middle School. 2000. Interview by
researcher, 27 November. Telephone.
Rice, Marleen, Office manager of Highland Park Middle School. 2000. Interview by
researcher, 30 November. Telephone.
Rose, Kathy, Office manager of~yrd Junior High School. 2000. Interview by
researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
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Schiebel, Walter J.E. 1966. Education in Dallas: Ninety-two years of history 18741966. Dallas: Dallas Independent School District.
Simpson, Grace, Office manager of DeSoto West Junior High School. 2000. Interview
by researcher, 28 November. Telephone.
Staas, Gretchen, Library Director for Garland Independent School District. 2000.
Interview by researcher, 29 November. Telephone.
Townson, JoBeth, Office manager of Turner High School. 2000. Interview by
researcher, 27 November. Telephone.
Vawter, Ann, Office manager of Polk Middle School. 2000. Interview by researcher,
28, November. Telephone.
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APPENDIXE

Guide for the Analysis of Secondary School Library Facilities Survey

School Number

A GUIDE FOR THE ANALYSIS OF
SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARY FACILITIES**

School _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _District _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Enrollment

Grades Included - - - - - - - -

---------

Librarian(s): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
District Library Director: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Campus completion date: _ _ _ _ _ __
Description of Library Media Center Areas:
I.

Entrance/Circulation:

Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near entrance, workroom, catalog, equipment storage _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Card/on-line catalog available to students and staff _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Space for displays and promotional materials _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Copy machine _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

II. Reading, browsing, listening, viewing, individual study, computing:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near card/on-line catalog, reference, periodical indexes _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Shelving for 10 items per foot _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
**Terms and organization based on "Library Media Facilities Guidelines" in Appendix C oflnformation
Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs 1988
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School Number

C. At least 25% of reading area available for student seating _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Reading area accommodates _ _ _ _ which is _ _ _ _% of the students
E. Mixed seating including tables, chairs, carrels, lounge-type seating_ _ __
F. Computer carrels/tables
G. Provision for electrical outlets, telephone and TV reception _ _ _ _ _ __
H. Electrical outlets switch-controlled at charge desk _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I.

Cable ducts under the floor

J.

Computer terminals provided for data bases _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

III. Small group areas - listening and viewing:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
♦

In addition to listening and viewing in carrels, one to three room areas with
electrical outlets, television outlets, light control, wall screen, acoustical
treatment, (few if any windows), for listening and viewing _ _ _ _ _ __

IV. Equipment storage and distribution:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near corridor, loading dock and elevator _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Good control from work area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Near production, carrel and viewing areas _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Secure area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Cabinet with locks _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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School Number

F. Electrical outlets

-----------------------

0. Shelving and tables _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
V. Maintenance repair:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near loading dock, elevators, corridor, adjacent to equipment _ _ _ _ __
B. Secure area

-------------------------

C. Includes workbench, electrical, and television outlets _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Storage for parts, lamps, equipment under repair _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Provision for necessary test equipment _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
VI. Media Production laboratory:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Adjacent to equipment storage _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Secure area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Housing for equipment and materials used in production _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Shelving and storage of supplies _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Requires refrigeration, sinks, running water, electrical outlets and counter
space _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
F. Sound control for audio production _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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School Number

VII.

Darkroom (Optional):
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Adjacent to the media production laboratory _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Requires sinks, running water, electrical outlets, light locks, refrigeration,
counter space, adequate ventilation _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

VIII.

Conference areas:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Located in quiet and easily supervised area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Online search station should be near the conference room - - - - - - - C. Acoustically treated and equipped with electrical and television outlets and a
permanent screen _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. One room with computer and one with a typewriter _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Moveable walls to allow for combining areas _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
F. May be used to house frequently used special collections _ _ _ _ _ _ __
G. Can serve multiple functions such as listening and viewing _ _ _ _ _ __

IX.

Multipurpose room:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Adjacent to reference area, stack area, catalog and indexes _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Good visual control from main library, media area, and workroom _ _ _ __
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School Number - -

C. Space should be flexible and at least classroom size _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Equipped for presentation using all forms of media _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Telephone jack for telephone conference and computer _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
X.

Work area:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near entrance, circulation, periodical and nonprint storage _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Near instructional/group project area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Access to corridor

-----------------------

D. Desk space for library media professionals _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Provision for shelving, counters, cabinets, sink, running water, electrical
outlets, telephone, copy equipment and computer access _ _ _ _ _ _ __
F . Space for cataloging if done in the school _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

XL Periodical storage:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near entrance, circulation microform readers/printers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Magazine indexes near by _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Periodicals on microform available

----------------

D. Cabinets or compact shelving to house microform _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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School Number

XII.

Teacher/professional area:

Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Near classrooms, main library and quite area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. May be used for faculty group meeting or conference area _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Provide for listening and viewing and for selection and evaluation of new
materials and equipment _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Lounge atmosphere _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Telephone, computer, typewriter, listening and viewing equipment,
professional journals and other resources available for use _ _ _ _ _ __
XIII.

Computer learning laboratory:

Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Adjacent to group project and instruction area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Secure area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Response capability _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
XIV.

Stacks:

Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Located near reserve area (if appropriate ) and periodical storage _ _ _ __
B. Adequate lighting _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Provide tables and seating depending on types of materials _ _ _ _ _ __
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School Number

D. Additional stack to store textbooks
XV.

----------------

Television studio (Optional):
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Convenient to media production area _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Soundproof _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Classroom facilities may be needed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Mini-studios and portable video-tape units alternative _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E. Secure area

XVI.

------------------------

Audio studio:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Adjacent to television studio (if applicable) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Soundproof _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
C. Provision for storage of equipment and supplies _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D. Secure area

------------------------

XVII. Telecommunication distribution:
Special Features _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dimensions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Approximate Square Footage: _ _ _ __
A. Adjacent to television studio and equipment repair _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
B. Provision for equipment necessary to distribute audio and visual programs editing equipment room, TV and audio _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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School Number

C. Secure area

------------------------Additional Information

Location of the library:
♦

Easily accessible to academic classrooms _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

♦

Not near noisy areas such as gyms cafeteria, auditorium or music rooms _ _ _ __

♦

Centrally located within building _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

♦

Possibility of future expansion space

130

APPENDIX F

Schools Surveyed

SCHOOL ONE
Middle School
Campus Completed: 1995
Enrollment:

1000

Grades Included: 7-8

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located within the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Major Strengths:
• Good visual command of the library media center from the circulation desk
• Large workroom and equipment storage area
Other Features:
• Skylight over circular circulation desk
• Computer room attached to the LMC but not part of program
• Both librarians have an office
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SCHOOL TWO
High School

Campus Completed:
Enrollment:

1997

2000

Grades Included: 9-12

General Location:
• Not easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located within the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Major Strengths:
• Large size and flexible design of reading room
• Large conference room which can be divided into three rooms
• Distance learning lab with two-way video and two-way audio
Other Features:
• Both librarians have offices near the circulation desk
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SCHOOL THREE
High School

Campus Completed: 1998
Enrollment:

800

Grades Included: 9

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located within the building
• Near noisy lunchroom area
• Possibility of future expansion space
Major Strengths:
• Movable shelving for storage of seldom used materials.
• Seating for two classes
Other Features:
• Librarian has an office near circulation desk
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SCHOOL FOUR
Middle School

Campus Completed: 1998
Enrollment:

850

Grades Included: 6-8

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Not centrally located within building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Major Strengths:
• Seating for two classes
Other features:
• Librarian has office near circulation desk

135

SCHOOL FIVE
High School

Campus Completed:
Enrollment:

1997

2300

Grades Included: 9-12

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located within the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strengths:
• Visually attractive room
Other Features:
• Both librarians share office near circulation desk

136

SCHOOL SIX
High School

Campus Completed: 2000
Enrollment:

600

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located within the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strengths:
• Windows add indirect light to room
• Spaces are divided so classes do not disturb one another
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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9-10

SCHOOLS SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE
Middle Schools with same floor plan

Campus Completed: School Seven: 1998
School Eight: 1997
School Nine: 1994
Enrollment:

900

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Space divided so classes and groups do not disturb one another
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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7-8

SCHOOL TEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1995
Enrollment:

900

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Good visual supervision from circulation desk
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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6-8

SCHOOL ELEVEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1993
Enrollment:

800

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Located in center of classrooms
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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7-8

SCHOOL TWELVE
High School

Campus Completed:: 1998
Enrollment:

2200

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Video conference room
• Large workroom
• Small television studio
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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79-12

SCHOOL THIRTEEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1998
Enrollment:

500

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Located in center of classrooms
• Good storage and workroom area
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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6-8

SCHOOL FOURTEEN
High School

Campus Completed:: 1996
Enrollment:2300

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• Possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Flexible design with seating for four classes
• Teacher/professional room with computer and telephone
Other Feature:
• Large workroom and equipment storage and distribution area

143

9-12

SCHOOL FIFTEEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1998
Enrollment: 1200

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• Flexible design with seating for two classes
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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6-8

SCHOOL SIXTEEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1992
Enrollment: 1050

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Not easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Maj or Strength:
• Inviting appearance of facility
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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6-8

SCHOOL SEVENTEEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1992
Enrollment: 1130

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Not easily accessible to academic classrooms
• _Not centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Maj or Strength:
• Seats more than two classes
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk
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7-8

SCHOOL EIGHTEEN
High School

Campus Completed:: 1995
Enrollment: 1900

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Maj or Strength:
• Seats more than four classes
Other Feature:
• Children's area for special pre-kindergarten students

147
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SCHOOL NINETEEN
Middle School

Campus Completed:: 1996
Enrollment: 1300

Grades Included:

General Location:
• Easily accessible to academic classrooms
• Centrally located with the building
• Not near noisy areas
• No possibility of future expansion
Major Strength:
• More than 20 computers available to the students
Other Feature:
• Librarian's office near circulation desk

148
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Summary of Schools Surveyed

Summary of Schools Surveyed
Library Media Facility Guidelines
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%

Entrance/Circulation
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Near entrance, workroom
Card/on-line catalog available
Space for displays
Copy machine
Reading, listening, viewing, individual study,
computing
At least 25% of area for seating students
Near online computers
• Shelving for IO items per foot

~

Vl

0 ~ Mixed seating

Computer carrels/tables
Provision electricity, telephone, TV
Cable ducts under floor
Computers for data bases

1
1

1
1

1

Small group areas-listening and viewing
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Equipment storage and distribution
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Near corridor, loading dock, elevator
Good control from work area
Near production carrel and viewing area
Secure area
Cabinet with locks
Electrical outlets
Shelving and tables

1

1

0
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1
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1
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1
0
0
0
1
I
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0
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0
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Serve multiple functions
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Special collections

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
1
I
0
1
0
1
1
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Maintenance repair
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Near loading dock, adjacent equipment

Test equipment

0

0
0
0

0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
,0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0%
0%
0%

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
1
0
1
1
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0

0
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26%
16%
21%
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21%
5%
16%
32%
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Media Production Laboratory
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Adjacent equipment storage
Secure area

.,_,.

Vl;
1--l

Housing for equipment and materials
Shelving and storage of supplies
Special equipment features
Sound control for audio production
Darkroom
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Adjacent to media production lab
Special equipment features
Conference areas
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
In quiet and easily supervised area
Online search station near
Acoustically treated and outlets
Computer and typewriter
Moveable walls to combine areas
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Phone, computer, journals, resources
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Lounge atmosphere
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Provide for old and new materials use
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16%

Group or conference use
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#10 #11 #12 #13 #14 #15 #16 #17 #18 #19

%

Multipurpose room
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Adjacent to reference, stacks, catalog
Good visual control from main library
Flexible, classroom size
Equipped with presentation equipment
Telephone jack and computer
\Vork area
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Near entrance, circulation, storage
Near instruction area
I-'

Access to corridor
Vl
t-...)
• Desk space for library professional
Special equipment features
Space for cataloging (if applicable)

1

I
0

Periodical storage
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Near entrance, circulation, storage
Near magazine indexes
Periodicals on microform available
Cabinets to house microform
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0
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0
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Teacher/professional area
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Near classroom, main library, quiet area
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Provide tables and seating
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Adequate lighting
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Additional stack to store textbooks
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#10 #11 #12 #13 #14 #15 #16 #17 #18 #19
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Computer learning laboratory
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Adjacent group and instruction area
Secure area
Response capability
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Stacks
Located near reserve area

......
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Television studio ·

VI Sq.

w

1

ft. equal to or more than suggested

Convenient to media production area
Soundproof
Classroom facilities

Mini studio option
Secure area

0
0

0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

0
0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0

0
0
0

I

I

I

I

I

I

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

5%
5%
0%
37%

0

Audio studio
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Adjacent to television studio
Soundproof
Storage of equipment and supplies
Secure area
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Telecommunication distribution
Sq. ft. equal to or more than suggested
Next to TV studio and equip. repair
Necessary equipment options
Secure area
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