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PREFACE 

Upon arriving in the Texas Hill Country from the 

German Confederation, early German settlers in Kendall 

County found an abundance of natural resources and thus 

were able to begin a new life successfully. All aspects 

in Texas were different from the life they were accustomed 

to living in the Fatherland, but in an overall comparison 

they found greater chances for economic success and plenty 

of open spaces in their newly adopted homeland. 

The German settlers who emigrated varied in life 

styles. From the very rich to the very poor; from the 

highly educated to those with more humble learning; from 

nobility to peasant; from the farmer to the college pro

fessor; and from the single person to a large family 

group. They came with high hopes and aspirations, 

searching for a stable economy, political security, and 

freedom of choice. Many tried to follow their utopian 

dreams but were forced to face the reality of the hard

ships. When they accepted this fact, they greatly con

tributed to the educational, political, and social 

development of the towns and communities their fellow 

countrymen were establishing. 
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. 
Large numbers arrived in Texas under the auspices 

of the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants. 

Even though the society ended in failure, the German 

settlers were able to gain a stronghold within Texas and 

were thus able to retain many of their customs. Fellow

ship, a strong characteristic of the German people, con

tinued in their new homes through the establishment of 

various political, athletic, literary, and singing 

societies. With these in existence, homesickness was 

reduced or forgotten. 

To settle in Texas had been a cultural shock for 

many of the German settlers. They had been accustomed to 

an environment where the basic needs for survival were 

taken for granted, monuments of their heritage had been 

in evidence, fast transportation and communication were 

available, and for the wealthy, cultural events occurred 

with regularity. Upon arriving in Texas and viewing only 

open country was a very new and extremely difficult 

experience, but once they established their roots few 

wished to return to the "Alte Heimat. 11 These hardy 

pioneers successfully built new lives in the Texas Hill 

Country for themselves and they laid the foundations for 

their descendants. 
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CHAPTER I 

A CHANGING NINETEENTH 

CENTURY GERMANY 

Europe during the nineteenth century was in 

constant turmoil. The cry for nationalism began to rumble 

early in the century. Many felt that by uniting together 

they could improve the political, economic, and social 

conditions. The Revolution of 1848 brought about many 

changes in Europe, affecting especially the German Con

federation. German liberals failed in their attempted 

liberal revolution, and this failure ultimately influenced 

many Germans to leave the German states in search of a 

better way of life. These hopes were the fruit of decades 

of frustrating experiences. 

During the early years of the nineteenth century, 

Napoleon Bonaparte had swept through Europe. Obsessed 

with the idea of power, he began to conquer as much of 

Europe as possible. In 1806 and 1807, the Napoleonic 

armies crushed Prussia into submission which, in turn, led 

to that nation becoming an ally. Napoleon, not wanting 

any one country to have more power than France, assumed 
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much of Prussia's territory and forced Prussia to pay the 

expense of the war. Consequently, the Prussian system was 

destroyed. 

After the collapse of the Napoleonic Empire, 

Europe wanted to return to the 1789 boundaries and rela

tively peaceful existence with which the continent was 

accustomed. The Congress of Vienna was organized in 1815 

for this purpose. Within the Congress the German Con

federation, with the encouragement of Prince Metternich, 

the State Chancellor of Austria, was also organized. It 

consisted of a union of thirty-eight sovereign states 

which j_ncluded Prussia, Austria, the Netherlands, four 

free cities, and several smaller areas. The Congress made 

all the states equal in power and each could rule as they 

desired with the stipulation that authoritative positions 

be controlled by a prince. Frankfurt-on-the-Main was 

chosen as the site for the governing diet which consisted 

of governmental officials from each area. It was hoped 

that peace would exist throughout the Confederation and 

that the foreign powers of France and Russia would not 

interfere. 1 

1Louis L. Snyder, Basic History of Modern Germany 
(Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co., 1957), p. 39. 
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Meanwhile, nationalism was growlng strong through-

out Europe. The Congress of Vienna did not express much 

concern. However, Metternich, one of the most influential 

personages attending, felt growing nationalism was of 

major importance. He was a conservative aristocrat who 

despised the French Revolution and Napoleon because the 

balance of Europe had been disturbed. He felt one country 

should not rule all of Europe. At the same time, he felt 

that it was important to suppress all ideas of liberty and 

national independence. They were likened to a malignancy 

growing within civilization. 

Nevertheless, the liberals in Prussia felt many of 

their ideas could be incorporated into the new system. 

However, without encouragement from the crown these move

ments failed one by one. Metternich, confident that he 

could solve all of Europe's problems, began to influence 

Prussia to accept his system of suppression of liberalism 

and nationalism as he had done in Austria. As long as 

Austria was superior to Prussia, Metternich was satisfied. 1 

In the German universities students of the liberal 

persuasion organized in order to promote union, freedom, 

and constitutional government. They called themselves the 

1 Ibid., pp. 26-31. 



4 

Burchenscafters, publishing and circulating liberal ideas 

in the German area. The University of Jena was the apex 

of the movement. A contemporary of the time stated their 

cause appropriately by saying their concern was to halt 

"Metternich's meddling." 1 The best example of their works 

was written by Franz Hegewisch, entitled "Confessions of 

Faith by Those Who Protest Against Tyrants." 2 The students 

held a demonstration in 1817, at which they burned symbols 

of those things which caused their grief. In 1819, a 

radical student from Jena murdered a journalist whom the 

student thought was spying. Metternich, who had termed 

the group as "an unpractical puppet show" became enraged; 

without suppression they could become revolutionary. 

Firm, authoritative action was taken quickly. With little 

persuasion he influenced King Frederick William of Prussia 

to support him, and with the approval of the Diet of 

Carlsbad Decrees of 1819 became the necessary enforcement. 

These decrees ordered students and writers to cease any 

liberal opinions or revolutionary ideas. This suppression 

was accomplished by close supervision of professors and 

students in the universities and through press censorship. 

York: 

1 Ibid., p. 30. 

2Raymond Phineas Stearns, Pageant of Europe (New 
Harcourt, Brace, and Co., 191+8), p. 471. 
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A Commit tee of Investigation was formed '•to inquire about 

any suspicious revolutionary occurrences. Many arrests 

were secured through this committee. These measures were 

very stringent and Metternich was pleased with their 

results. The decrees were effective until the Revolution 

of 1848. 1 

Economically the Confederation was in a state of 

complete disorganization. Since each state could govern 

as it wished, each could regulate its own commerce. 

Transported commodities were truced by each individual 

state, and within the Confederation, there were thirty

eight different customs boundaries. · In Prussia alone, 

there were sixty-seven truces enforced along with 119 dif

ferent currencies. 2 Profits were small or nonexistent. 

The businessman realized that Confederation unity would 

result in the economic unity so desperately required for 

survival. Frederich List, a Prussian economist, expounded 

his ideas on economic ·unity and customs unions. He felt 

that through agriculture and industry together the Con

federation could become self-sufficient with governmental 

support; working conditions could be improved, new 

1 Ibid. , p. 47 3 • 
2snyder, Basic History of Modern Germany, p. 33. 
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industry encouraged, and taxes to protect local industry 

against foreign goods flooding the market could be imple

mented. Economic unity, he felt, could be accomplished 

successfully. 

Prussia was the first to utilize these ideas by 

encouraging economic improvements. The Prussians were 

not concerned with anyone but themselves and they enforced 

the economic unity system, or Zollverein, throughout the 

entire Prussian Kingdom. Many of the smaller states began 

to feel the effects and some tried to compete. However, 

the presence of a successfully organized Zollyerein per

suaded the smaller states to become involved with the 

Prussian system. A larger Zollverein was officially 

organized in 1834 with eighteen of the German states under 

Prussian co~trol. 1 After ten years the organization in

cluded all but four of the states and three cities. The 

Zollverein made many improvements, adopted one currency, 

removed taxes from raw materials, and reduced the duty 

on imports to make them inexpensive. 2 However, the 

Zollverein caused more frict::J_on between Prussia and 

(New 

1 Stearns, Pageant of EurQ.ll.§, p. 592. 
2Arthur J. May, A History of Ciyilizat -; on,,_ 2nd 

York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1964), p. 31t5. 

.. 
ed. 
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Austria, who were jealous of each other(s power. Prussia 

was now economically superior to Austria. 

With the influence of the Zollyerein, commerce and 

industry slowly began to expand within the Confederation. 

Although the Union promoted economic unity it did not help 

the average German working man. Life for a German peasant 

in the 1840s was one of economic misery. 

During the early part of the nineteenth century, 

most peasants were self-supporting and any excess of goods 

were sold for a small profit in the closest village or 

city. With the success of the Zollverein, more peasants 

became interested in increasing their production. Many 

mortgaged their land to buy equipment and additional live

stock. For the farmers, potatoes were the best selling 

produce. In 1845, more farmers planted more land area 

with potatoes, thinking it would be an exceptionally good 

year. 

Unfortunately, German farmers began to hear a 

rumor that there was a potato blight spreading over the 

Confederation and Europe. They harvested early in hopes 

the disease could be halted, but the potatoes rotted in 

storage. No one was sure what caused the blight but many 

people felt it had begun in the Rhineland a:r:·ea and thus 

spread throughout Europe. The worst effects were felt by 
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the Irish and German farmers, although due to the grain 

produce, the Germans could delay the famine longer than 

the Irish. 1 There was no financial relief for the German 

peasants from their rulers since much of the excess funds 

were being used to build railroads. In order to survive, 

many began to search for jobs in industry. 

In Prussia, the land owning peasants were also 

forced to mortgage their land to increase production. 

Because of a lack of land space and inadequate production 

many could not repay the loans. Prussian farm land was 

greatly divided due to existing inheritance laws; when a 

father died the farm land was divided equally among the 

heirs. Usually the land inheritance was so small the 

heirs were forced to sell and find other means of sup

port.2 Like those who suffered from the potato blight, 

they turned to industry, which did not improve their 

meager existence. 

In the Rhi:-ielar1d, Westphalia, and Berlin areas 

industry soon became a profitable business. However, much 

of this economic progress was accomplished at the expense 

1Richard O'Connor, The German-Americans (Boston: 
Little, Brown, and Co., 1968), p. 99. 

2Miss Anna c. Johnson, Peasant Life in Germany 
(New York: Charles Scribner, 1858), p. 267& 
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of the workers; working conditions were worse than those 

in England during this period. Workers lived in extreme 

poverty; industrial living quarters were overcrowded and 

deteriorated; working conditions in the factories were 

dark and dreary, and a twelve hour day was usually con

sidered short. Often child labor was utilized with chil

dren beginning work at the age of four. There were fewer 

marriages and births and the number of deaths increased. 

Feeling there was no relief, many peasants turned to 

excessive drinking and crime. 1 

During the mid 184Os, wages dropped and unemploy

ment rose drastically. Handicraft workers were unable to 

compete against factory-made products from the German and 

English factories. 2 Also, with the improvement of factory 

mach:i.nery, goods were produced faster, and with the in

creasing population, supply and demand could be met with 

greater ease.3 Times were exceedingly hard for all 

peasants in the Confederation. Different solutions were 

used to solve these problems, but, overall, the peasants 

1Viet Valentin, The German People, ed. Dorothy 
reall, trans. Olga Marx (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1 9 5 2 ) , p • 40 3 • 

2May, A History of Civilization, p. 319. 

3Ibid. 
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had become tired of such a meager existence and many 

decided to express their grievances. 

The first major rebellion against severe condi

tions erupted in Silesia in 1844 among textile factory 

workers. Textile factories were the largest industries 

in the Confederation and the conditions were horrid. The 

workers refused to work and Prussian armed forces poured 

into the area, swiftly suppressing the uprising. This 

government reaction opened the road to much criticism of 

the government and industry. Karl Marx, a newspaper 

writer from the Rhineland, and Frederick Engels, a son 

of a textile manufacturer, began to criticize relentlessly 

the industrial areas of the Confederation. Marx later 

fled to France where he met with Engels and they began to 

write the Communist Manifesto which they published in 

January 1848. 1 

Liberal emotions began to spread throughout the 

Confederation. The potato blight had economically de

stroyed many self-supporting peasants but had not greatly 

harmed the large farming estates. These farms helped 

feed the fast growing cities and industrial areas. The 

1R. R. Palmer and Joel Colton, The History of the 
Modern World, 4th ed. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971), 
P. 535. 
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labor force on these estates were continually suppressed 

under a feudalistic system. Worker status was not much 

higher than that of a slave. Most land owners supplied 

them with "quarters, firewood, three acres apiece, pas

turage, hay and an allowance of grain. 111 However, the 

peasant families had always worked for the landholder's 

family and working individuals never gained enough economic 

stability to leave. They had no rights and the landholder 

was in effect their ruler. Like the industrial workers 

many became dissatisfied and began to make known their 

feelings in the late 1840s. 

Another distressing economic hardship of the 

peasants was the taxes. In the Confederation, especially 

in the German states and more particularly in Prussia, 

people were taxed an the necessities of survival. There 

were taxes on wages, profits, salt, paper, lard, home-made 

liquor and wine, as well as meal taxes. In addition, there 

were housing and poll taxes. 2 The peasants were trapped 

in their hard existence; some began to reach out for 

religion as a guiding force. 

1Emil Ludwig, BismarQk, trans. Eden and Cedar Paul 
(New York: Blue Ribbon Books, 1927), p. 32. 

2 Johnson, Peasant Life in Germany, p. 268. 
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Religious affiliation varied from area to area 

but Catholicism was an influencing agent in the growing 

liberal movement within the Confederation. The Church 

originally had held conservative viewpoints but as the 

times began to change so did the Church's viewpoints. 

The priests began openly to support the handicraft and 

agricultural journeyman and now the trade and industry 

workers. This support helped increase growth and confi

dence in journeymen organizations. These worker's guilds 

encouraged relief programs for the sick and extremely 

poor. The Church continually urged a close relationship 

between Church and state, which in turn encouraged active 

involvement of groups and individuals in political mat

ters.1 With Church support the peasants began to gain 

confidence and speak out against their suppression. 

Slowly, the social structure of the German Con

federation began to make changes. The peasants, with the 

encouragement of the Catholic Church, began to voice their 

opinions actively and became a more organized force. 

Originally the ruling nobility discouraged peasants from 

participating in public life; now their efforts to stifle 

them were not as effective. The middle class began to 

1Valen~in, The German People, p. 413. 
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grow, especially in the cities. Peasants\ who had lost 

or sold land, were resettling and were adding to the 

already growing middle class. In the early 1850s, this 

class, due to the surge of capital and industry, contained 

many professional and business men. 1 

Mobility of the masses and communications made 

notable changes. The first railroad was laid in 1835; 

by 1840, 282 miles of tracks had been laid. This rail 

expansion improved the postal system and made faster 

communications between areas of Germany; it was so suc

cessful that by 1850, 5,134 miles of tracks were in use 

throughout the Confederation. 2 

Nationalism continued to grow in the Confederation 

and Europe. Each country wanted to handle its own affairs 

and territory and have a degree of autonomy or independ-· 

ence. Within the Confederation, the Prussians constituted 

the only group which had the military strength to promote 

the German interests. The liberals became excited in 1840 

when Frederick William IV, a supposed liberal l, inherited 

the throne of Prussia. He helped the rise of Prussian 

nationalism when he encouraged political gatherings and 

eased some of the press censorship. Time passed, however, 

1snyder, Basic History of Modern Germany, p. 33. 

2Ibid. 
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and the liberals began to see that Frederick William IV 

was a "vain, versatile, romantic ruler 111 and was not 

sincere about his liberal viewpoints. He continually 

gave vague promises of a constitution but never actually 

planned to allow one. The Prince strongly believed in 

the divine right principle under which a ruler reigned 

with the guidance of God. He also felt France and the 

Confederation were natural allies; he read only in French 

and spoke French more fluently than German, creating a 

considerable hostility among nationalistic German elements. 

In hopes of making amends, he scheduled a Landtag in 1847, 

where he introduced an unrealistic idea for another Holy 

Roman Empire. This idea was quickly opposed but demands 

were made for the King to hold Landtag sessions twice a 

year. Frederick William IV swiftly vetoed this suggestion 

and the assembly ended in failure. 2 

The pressure, not only in the Confederation but 

throughout Europe, steadily mounted. The boiling point 

was reached in February 1848 when a revolution began in 

Paris, France, where Louis Philippe was forced to flee to 

1H. A. L. Fisher, A History of Europe, 2 vols. 
(London and Glasgow: Collins Clear Type Press, 1935; 
The Fontana Library, 1960), II: 1014. 

2Ibid .. 
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England. This successful revolution in France touched 

off a chain reaction in the Confederation. 

The various political, economic, and social prob

lems prompted many German liberals to rebel against the 

system. Few German peasants were actually involved in 

the Revolution of 1848, although the feudal serfs gained 

their freedom during this time. Many peasants had been 

rioting earlier in the 1840s for a better standard of 

living. Most of these persons involved in the Revolution 

of 1848 represented an intellectual, well-educated body 

whose basic desires were to end suppression, encourage 

nationalism, and to unite the Confederation under a 

democratic form of government. 

The Revolution began in the southwestern section 

of the Confederation in Baden, at the end of February 1848. 

The liberals demonstrated for and demanded freedom of the 

press, organization of a national military service, and 

trial by jury, presenting their demands to the Duke of 

Baden. The Duke, fearful of the crowds, swiftly agreed 

1 
Frederick Hertz, The German Public Mind in the 

Nineteenth Centucr., ed. Frank Eyck, trans. Eric Northcott 
(Totowa, New Jersey: Rowman and Littlefield, 1975), 
p. 238. 
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to their demands. The crowds dispersed confident with 

their results. 1 

The next violence erupted at Cologne. On March 3, 

a group of liberals formed in front of the town hall where 

the council had assembled. Their demands were similar to 

those in Baden with the exception of the right to vote; 

too, they wanted to legislate their own government, pro

tection of labor and compensation when unemployed, and 

mandatory public education for all children~ The military 

was sent to control the crowds. From Cologne, the revolu

tj_on swept into Weisbaden in the Nassau Region. There, 

the nobility quickly agreed to the demands in order to 

squelch the demonstrations. This policy, they found, as 

all over the Confederation, was the easy and safe way to 

appease the angry crowds. 

In a matter of days the revolution reached Vienna, 

Austria. Metternich had already realized in the 1830s that 

his empire was shaky, but he had continued to stay in con

trol; now, in the violence he fled to England. The revolu

tion spread into the remainder of Austria, creating many 

riots and making it necessary to call out the military to 

stop several rebellions. 

1stearns, Pageant of Europe, p. 594. 
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Commw~ications had advanced rapidly during the 

later 183Os. The electric telegraph allowed news of the 

revolution to move rapidly and reports of the many suc

cessful revolutionary results encouraged many German 

liberals to state their demands. The bloodiest insurrec

tion took place in the Prussian city of Berlin. There, 

liberal insurgents heard the news of Vienna and quickly 

wrote a petition stating their demands and organized a 

demonstration in front of Frederick William IV's palace. 

The Monarch, wanting to remain popular with his subjects, 

had already made many promises for a constitution to help 

unify the Confederation. Years had passed and his pro~ise 

had remained only a distant hope. When the crowds gathered 

he reintroduced the constitution idea. To many German 

people he appeared to be the leader of the revolution. 

On March 18, 181+8, the crowds were larger and more people 

milled around the palace, since unemployment was high. 

Troops had been stationed to guard the King. Several 

accidental shots were fired into the masses and a violent 

skirmish occurred. Both the demonstrators and military 

personnel lost their lives. The King was extremely upset 

and pleaded with his subjects to return to their homes. 

He dismissed the troops to display good faith; later, the 

people ~eturned to the palacE to hold the funeral services 
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for the dead in the palace court yard. 1 The King paid his 

respects at the advice of his new Foreign Minister, Baron 

Heinrich von Armin. 2 

During the summer, members were elected by the 

people to organize the Prussian National Assembly. 

Because few aristocrats lived in Berlin, more middle 

class people were represented. The representatives at 

the Assembly only voiced their ideas and did not actually 

enforce them. The romantic Monarch, a firm believer in 

divine right, became disillusioned with the Assembly when 

they removed the phrase "by the grace of God" from his 

royal title, and he recalled the troops.3 

The revolution raged through the Confederation, 

and not only affected the larger states, like Prussia, 

Austria, and Nassau, but all of the smaller states and 

country districts. The feudal system was still in exist

ence and the people in many areas revolted against its 

continuation. In the southwestern section of the Con

federation one such group rebelled and burned its service 

records. 4 

1Fisher, A History of Europe, II: 1014. 

2Hertz, The German Public-Mind, p. 239. 

3Ibid., p. 254. 
4Ibid., p. 238. 
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As the rebellion slowed down, the ;tates in the 

Confederation elected members to meet in May at an organ

ized assembly in Frankfurt. Since the Confederation, like 

the rest of Europe, did not have any organized political 

parties, the members were chosen for their personal pres

tige in a particular area. This was the first time in 

German history that men could vote to help decide their 

future. 1 

The liberals and nationalists at this F'rankfurt 

Assembly wanted to encourage the feeling of nationalism 

within the Confederation. They desired to live in a 

country with one reigning monarch, who managed their own 

interests and was not involved with other nations. They 

wanted to reverse the idea that first they were Austrians, 

Prussians, Bavarians, and so on, and then Germans. The 

key was unity. With this idea the Assembly began their 

session on May 18, 1848, at St. Paul's Church in the free 

city of Frankfurt. Their purpose was to set up a pro

vis~onal government and write a constitution and bill of 

rights. Delegates from all over the Confederation at

tended; there were 800 in attendance, most of whom were 

middle class professionals, including a wide sampling of 

educated men. There were churchmen, lawyers, university 

1snyder, Basic History of Modern Germany, p. 38. 
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professors, businessmen, physicians, various types of 

governmental officials, judges, and journalists. 1 

The Assembly immediately discontinued the Diet of 

the German Confederation and assigned Archduke John of 

Austria to serve as head of the entire Confederation until 

a constitution could be written and approved. A presiding 

officer who was an intellectual moderate liberal, from 

Hesse Darmstadt, was appointed. 2 Next a bill of rights, 

which was patterned after the French Declaration of the 

Rights of Man and the American Bill of Rights, was writ

ten.3 These were accepted readily by the group and dele

gates proceeded to write a constitution. There were many 

disagreements over who should be the monarch, how extensive 

his powers should be, land bour-daries, and a definition of 

a German. Debates were held with regularity and compromise 

decisions were rare. 

During the summer of 1848, the Assembly concen

trated on the Schleswig-Holstein question. These areas 

were located between Denmark and the Confederation and 

were predominantly German speaking. The King of Denmark 

1stearns, Pageant of Europe, p. 599. 
2Hertz, The German Public Mind; p. 249. 

3snyder, Basic History of Modern Germany, p. 36. 
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governed these areas. During this time, the Confederation 

learned that the Danes desired Schleswig to be separated 

from Holstein. 1 The entire Confederation was upset over 

this issue because they felt the areas in question were 

German. Holstein already held the sentiments of being 

neither Danish nor German but Schleswig-Holsteiners. The 

Danes sent troops into Schleswig and the Frankfurt Assembly 

requested that Prussian troops be sent. Frederick William 

IV, to promote the popularity of Prussia, sent the forces. 

The rest of Europe was distressed about this action, espe

cially Tsar Nicholas I, Frederick William IV's brother-in

law. He thought the Prussian ruler was supporting rebels. 

England, France, and Sweden came to the rescue of 

the Danes. None of them wanted Prussia to become a strong 

naval or trade force in the North Sea, and if Prussia were 

forceful enough, this might happen. Suddenly, Prussia was 

without support; she withdrew her forces and secured an 

armistice. Denmark benefited from this action, but much 

criticism was directed toward the Assembly and Prussia for 

allowing the incident. 2 The dispute broke out again and 

was not settled until several years later by the London 

1
Fisher, A History of Europe, II: 1060. 

2Hertz, The German Public Mind, p. 242. 
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Protocol. Many Germans realized the question could not 

be settled so easily, and they sensed that they were con

stantly under the cloud of a threat of war. 

After their failure with the Schleswig-Holstein 

question, the Assembly began to grow shaky and factions 

began to form. Much time was wasted during the debates 

on important issues to be included in the constitution. 

Finally, it was decided that King Frederick William IV 

of Prussia should be offered the crown, since most of his 

actions appeared to be in support of the liberals and 

since he seemed to desire the unification of Germariy. 

In reply, he told the Assembly he would accept the crown 

if their constitution was ratified by the various states 

and princes. Several states did not approve the constitu

tion because of its close ties with the revolution, but 

many of the smaller states quickly approved. Frederick 

William IV then declared he "could never accept a crown 

from a popularly elected assembly" because he believed in 

the divine right of monarchs. 1 He later wrote Baron 

Christian von Bunsen in Potsdam and expressed more fully 

his views: "But the crm,vn you unfortunately mean dis ... . 

hounours one inexpressibly, stinking as it does of the 

1stearns, Pagefil!t of Europe, p. 599. 
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Revolution of 1848, the silliest, most stupid and wick

edest, if not, thank God, the most disastrous of the 

century. 111 Again, there was a gloomy sense of failure, 

and many representatives began to leave the Assembly and 

return home. 

The Frankfurt Assembly disbanded in late 1849, a 

failure in the liberal cause. There were many reasons for 

this failure but the major ones were continual disagreement 

and lack of power. In order to succeed, they needed to act 

quickly and powerfully and not use words only but actions. 

A large pe~centage in attendance were intellectuals who 

enjoyed debating; these men were not an overall represen

tation of the views in the Confederation. 

Another. weakness leading to the downfall was the 

constitution. Even without the support of the Prussian 

monarch the proposed document would have never been rati

fied oy all the states. A major reason was that Austria 

was not included because of the Slavic areas it encom

passed.2 Also the proposed constitution was not com

pleted until March 27, 1849, and by then most of the 

1 Ibid., p. 399. 
2Fisher, A History of Europe, II: 1014. 
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revolutionary fervor had died in Prussia and Austria; 

many were hesitant to accept any ideas of the Assembly. 1 

An influential personage, who attended the 

Assembly, was Otto von Bismarck. He was an educated 

Prussian Junker who worked for the Prussian Government. 

After an unsuccessful attempt he had returned to his 

father's home, Schonhausen, to live as a country gentle

man. During this time, he had read extensively and stayed 

out of governmental limelight until the Revolution of 

1848, when he had become involved in the Frankfurt 

Assembly. The events in Berlin greatly disturbed him 

because all the fervor was aimed toward the nobility. 2 

During the Assembly, he strongly voiced his opinions about 

supporting the Monarchy. Bismarck adapted to situations 

quickly and caused events to be a positive end result for 

himself. As noted above, there had been many conflicting 

opinions within the Assembly ru1d Bismarck did not help the 

situation. An excellent example of his unsettling influ

ence was that during a committee meeting he sat with the 

opposing group. His reason, he said., was "I find it very 

1 J 

Stearns, Pageant of Europe, p. 599. 
2Ludwig, Bismarck, p. 95. 
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tedious over ·there among my friends; here it is far more 

amusing. 111 

After the failure of the Assembly, Bismarck con

tinued his work in the Prussian Government. In 1849, he 

summed up the failure of the Revolution by saying, 

II not by speeches and majority votes are the great 

questions of the day decided--that was the great mistake 

of 1848 and 1849--but by blood and iron. 112 Many fore

sighted Prussians realized that if Bismarck gained more 

governmental control there would be a constant threat of 

war involvement because of b...is "blood and iron" policy. 

He eventually gained full power in Prus~ia in 1862. 

The 1840s had been a time of political, economic, 

and social upheaval. With the failure of the Revolution 

of 1848, many German liberals were forced to flee the 

Confederation. Due to the glowing reports of political 

freedom and job opportunities that were circulating 

thrJughout the Confederation during the late 1840s, large 

numbers chose to emigrate to the United States, especially 

Texas. These reports were being written by Germans who 

had settled in Texas during the 1830s and also by Germans 

1Ibid. 

2stearns, Pageant of Europe, p. 608. 
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who relocated with the help of the Verein zum Schutze 

Deutscher Einwanderer in Texas. 1 Germans from all facets 

of life gathered their belongings and braved the perilous 

sea voyage to Texas to begin a better life for themselves, 

their families, and future generations. 

1This was the Society for the Protection of German 
Immigrants in Texas, active in promoting German immigra
tion to Texas. 



CHAPTER II 

GERMAN SURVIVAL AMID THE NATURAL 

RESOURCES IN THE KENDALL 

COUNTY AREA 

"Land of milk and honey, of perennial flowers, of 

crystal streams rich and fruitful beyond measure, where 

roamed myraids of deer and buffalo, while the primeval 

forests abounded in wild fowl of every kind"--thus read 

the description of Texas given by Prince Karl of Solms

Braunfels, hoping such glowing accounts would encourage 

Germans to emigrate to the region. 1 Although the area was 

filled with hazards, the lru1d, resources, and healthy 

climate were plentiful and full of promise for the hardy 

pioneers in the Texas Hill Country--especially the Kendall 

County area. 

Located in the south portion of Texas in the 

Edwards Plateau on the edge of the Balcones Escarpment, 

Kendall County comprises an area of 670 square miles or 

4-28,800 acres and is irregular in shape, the size being 

1Louis Reinhardt, ''The Communisttc Colony of 
Bettina," The Quarterly of the Texas State Historical 
Association 3 (July 1899 to April 1900)! 34. 

27 
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twenty-nine miles north to south and thirty miles east to 

west. 1 The altitude ranges from 1,100 to 2,000 feet. 2 

Organization of the county did not become a reality until 

1862; before this time the area was divided between Bexar, 

Blanco, Comal, and Kerr counties. 

When the settlers arrived, they found a rugged 

terrain varying from small rocky hills to lush green 

prairies to thick cedar forests which are known as "cedar 

brakes." Scenic views are prevalent and the numerous 

springfed creeks provided water for the abundant wildlife 

that roamed the area. The heavily vegetated prairies 

occupied portions of the Kendall County area. Most were 

abundantly covered with tall grasses which ranged from 

knee-height to the height of cattle. It was not uncommon 

for the settlers to lose their stock in such grasses. One 

early settler commented that frequently in the mornings he 

had to climb a tree to find his oxen.3 Before the set

Llers arrived nomadic Indians burned off the land 

1William H. Dittemore, Jr., Soil Survey Kendall 
County Texas (U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 1970), p. 1. 

211 Kenda11 1: in the Texas Almanac and State 
Industrial Guide: 1978-1...22.2~ ed. Fred Pass (Dallas: 
A.H. Belo Corporation, 1977J, p. 316. 

3Program and Plan Kendall county Soil Conservation 
District (U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 1964), p. 11. 
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periodically and would then bring their livestock to graze 

on the new grass. This practice never allowed the under

brush a chance of survival. 

The early settlers, having found the area conducive 

to ranching, began to build fences throughout the county 

and continually grazed their livestock in one area. Before 

this, overgrazing was located only along rivers and creeks. 

The discontinuance of prairie fires and overgrazing caused 

weeds, timber, and brush to gradually spread over the land. 

Soil erosion increased and many gullies and washes began 

to form. Mountain cedar began to spread quickly and became 

a blight to the residents of the county--a nuisance which 

remains even to this day. It was only after 1900 that 

these problems became so severe that actions toward solving 

them were sought. However, definite measures were not 

taken to correct the conservation problem until the early 

1930s. 1 

Limestone, marl, or terrestrial sediments are 

covered by varying depths of dark, finely textured, cal

careous soil. This profile describes the majority of the 

soil cover throughout the county~ Brackett, Denton, Doss, 

Tarrant, Speck, and Krum soils are found on the higher 
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elevated areas; these soils range from heavy clay to 

shallow or undeveloped high-lime soils. The Frio, Karnes, 

and Lewisville soils are located near creeks, caves, and 

in the valleys. These soil types are closely associated 

with a honeycomb type rock. 1 

Vegetation varies according to soil type. In some 

areas the soil was thin enough to be of little value for 

extended agricultural purposes, although small grain, 

sorghum, grasses, and hay can be grown for livestock con

sumption.2 With irrigation, vegetables could be produced 

for market sales or for individual family usage. Thus, 

the Germans found the area more suitable for ranching and, 

for many, this became their livelihood. A combination of 

short grasses, scrubby trees, and weeds supplied the 

natural vegetation for cattle, goats, and sheep and 

allowed mohair and wool production to grow into a prom

ising trade for some settlers. 

Included in the Edwards Plateau land strata is a 

layer of rock 1vhich is of marine origin and was formed by 

1 
j-ohn D. Reed and Gene L. Dunbar, An Appraisal of 

Po~ential Outdoor Recreational Developments of Kendall 
County, Texas (n.p., n.d.), p. 12. 

2Bill Moore, A Guide to Texas Counties (Houston 
and Huntsville: Tejas Publishing Company, 1975), p. 4-9. 
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ancient sea deposits. 1 Since this rock is· in abundance, 

the early pioneers combined it with native timber to con

struct buildings and fences. Many of these sturdy struc

tures have weathered the years, are scattered throughout 

the county, and can be seen today. 

There are four distinct seasons with an average 

yearly temperature of sixty-eight degreese Rarely is the 

temperature higher than one hundred degrees or lower than 

ten degrees. Rainfall averages about thirty inches 

annually. 2 During the winter months, short periods of 

freezing temperatures occur usually because of the arrival 

of a "norther." ·while traveling by horseback from San 

An~onio to New Braunfels, Frederick L. Olmsted encountered 

such a norther. He gave an excellent account of this 

weather shift in Journey Through Texas. 

The day before we left San Antonio, was cold and 
foggy. The following morning was warm but still 
foggy, ma.king our ride with a light wind behind us 
exceedingly oppressive. We threw off our coats and 
soon stripped off vest and cravat; but this we found 
was not enough, and we were obliged to stop to take 
off our flannel. Our horses were reeking with sweat. 
At two o'clock the thermometer, in a cool, shady 
spot, stood at 79, and the sky was nearly clear • 
. . . It was near sunset with a dull cloud bank in 

1Frederic William Simonds, The Geography of Texas 
Physical and Political (Boston: Ginn and Co., 1919), p. 8. 

2William Thomas Carter" nThe Soils of Texas," 
Texas Agricul ti1ral Exper·iment Station, Bulletin No, 431 
( July 1 9 3 1 ) : 1 1 6 • 
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the north. We were still suffering with the heat 
when one of us said-- ... It must be a norther 
coming .... ?irst a chilly whiff, then a puff, 
the grass bends flat and bang, it is upon us--a 
blast that would have taken a top-gallant sail 
smack out of the bolt-ropes and cold as if blowing 
across a sea of ice. We galloped to the nearest 
ravine and hurried on all the clothing we could 
muster. Fortunately, .•. we had taken a supply, 
having strapped blankets, Guernsey shirts, and 
Canada leggins behind our saddles. 
At nine o'clock the thermometer stood at 33 degrees 
and at seven next morning at 21 degrees. A ther
mometer hanging in New Braunfels showed a fall of 
60 degrees in seven hours. These northers upon the 
open prairies are exceedingly trying. The fierce 
wind that accompanies such a sudden change gives 
them triple effect, especially as they often inter
rupt warm, relaxing weather. Teamsters, herdsman, 
and travelers caught out far from habitations not 
unfrequently perish, and very great suffering is 
caused to animals. Cattle instinctively make for 
the nearest shelter of trees, but on the open 
prairies of the coast they fall by thousands before 
a freezing rain, which is sometimes added. The 
northers continue from one to three days, growing 
milder at the close, and occur1once or twice a week 
during the winter months ... 

Although extreme weather conditions do occur, the 

climate was found to be generally mild and conducive to 

good health. "Clean, dry atmosphere, high altitude, low 

humidity, and simple and uncrowded living conditions" are 

reasons doctors employ to encourage their patients, espe

cially those suffering from consumption, to relocate to 

1Frederick Law Olmsted, Journey Through Texas: A 
Saddle-Trip of the Southwestern F'rontier, ed. James Howard 
(Austin: Von Boeckmann-Jones Press, 1962), pp. 90-91. 
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Kendall County. 1 Dr. Ferdinand Herff, a noted area 

physician, was especially interested in the temperate 

climate for his patients. 

Although during my various visits in Boerne before 
the completion of the railroad, I was consulted by 
many patients who were afflicted with a wide variety 
of diseases, I cannot recall a single one suffering 
from the consumption--and this at a time when San 
Antonio and the world generally were overrun by the 
dreadful malady. Based on this knowledge, I sent a 
number of such chronic cases to the little mountain 
haven, theorizing that where the disease was not 
prone to develop was certainly the locality where 
its victums (sic) might be easily cured. A few of 
my patients took this advice and settling in Boerne 
they were restored to health, but practically all 
these consumptives had been in the early stages of 
the disease.2 

The attributes of the hill country climate were 

noted as early as 1848 when Viktor Bracht in his book 

Texas in 1848 stated that the region was the healthiest 

area for the Germans to live. Ac~ording to his research, 

diseases that were common in Europe were rara in Texas and 

the only health problems an immigrant would encounter, 

when fir-st arriving, would te dysentary brought on by a 

poor diet and skin eruptions and foot boils which he felt 

were caused by relocating away from the European climate. 

1Fe:rdinand Peter Herff, The Doctors Herff: A 
Three Generation Memoir, 3 vols., ed. Laura L. Barber 
(San Antonio: Trinity University Press, 1973), I: 100. 

2·'"b·· d ..L J_ • 



These maladies were easily overcome and severely affected 

the immigrant only at rare intervals. He also noted that 

a noticeable lack of marshes and standing water contributed 

to good health since diseases could be transmitted easily 
1 through stagnant water. 

Superior drinking water was provided by an abun

dance of clear springs and creeks. Numerous creeks and 

rivers kept the Kendall County area watered; the largest 

river, the Guadalupe, stretches fifty-six miles through 

the county. Discovered by Alonso de Leon and named after 

Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, the river begins in Kerr 

County and winds its way to the gulf coast for a length 

of 250 miles .. As its tributaries in Ksndall County, the 

Guadalupe River has the Sabine, East and West Sister, 

Cypress, Currie Creek, Block, Wasp, North, Spring, Simmons, 

East and West Joshua, Frederick, and Ranger. 2 Large trees 

line the river and many early settlers built their homes 

on its banks. 

1Viktor Bracht, Texas in 1848, trans. Charles 
Frank Schmidt (San Antonio: Naylor Printing Co., 1931 ), 
p. 14. 

2J . G. O' Grady, "Kendall County" in The Texas 
Almanac for 1867 with Statistics~ Descriptive and Bio
graphic Sketches Relating to Texas, ed. W. Richardson 
and Co. (Galveston: The Galveston News, 1867), p. 127; 
Reed and Dunbar, An Appraisal of Potential Developments, 
p v 41 • 
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Several creeks are located in the county. Be

ginning in Boerne, the Cibolo Creek flows eleven miles 

southeast through the area finally becoming a major 

tributary of the San Antonio River near Karnes City, 

Texas. The total length of the creek is ninety-six miles. 

Cibolo, a Spanish and Indian term for buffalo, was named 

by Marquis de Aqyayo in 1721 . 1 The Balcones Creek, a 

major tributary of the Cibolo, is the natural boundary 

line between Kendall and Bexar counties. The East and 

West Sister in northern Kendall County flow nine miles 

through the area. The settlement of Sisterdale was 

founded between and named for the two forks; Cypress Creek 

flows southeast through the county and is named for the 

giant cypress trees which line its banks. Currie Creek, 

named for an early settler, originates in the east central 

portion of the county and is fifteen miles in length; 2 

Wasp Creek flows northeast eight miles and was named after 

a surveyor, George B. Erath, mistook a wasp nest for a 

honeybee hive while working in the area.3 The East and 

1walter Prescott Webb, ed., The Handbook of Texas, 
2 vols. (Austin: The Texas State Historical Association, 
1952), I: 347. 

2IbicL , I: 448. 

3Ibid., I: 867. 
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West forks of the Joshua Creek flow twelve.miles; they 

were discovered by Jacob de Cordova who named the creek 

for one of his sons. 1 These creeks and the Guadalupe 

River not only provided the necessary water for survival 

but also supplied one mode of transportation and the power 

for various types of grinding mills. All the settlements 

within the county were near a major water source. 

Native vegetation found in Kendall County not only 

supplied the necessary feed for livestock but also con

tributed superb building materials for the pioneers. They 

found the area to be covered with trees that were excellent 

for building construction, fences, and fuel. These were 

black jack, cedar, live oak, post oak, Spanish oak, and 

white oak. 2 Cedar trees were large and grew near the 

rivers and creeks. Many of the early pioneer homes were 

constructed from the cedar posts. Later cedar was used 

for fence posts. Also in abundance was a number of dwarf 

scrubby oaks or "shJnneries," walnut, hackberry, and elm.3 

Giant cypress trees lined the Guadalupe River. The wood 

from cypress trees, it was discovered, provided excellent 

1 Ibid., I: 930. 
20 1 Grady, The Texas Almanac for 1867, p. 128. 

3simonds, The Geogranhy of Te~, p. 55. 
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materials from which to produce wooden shingles. 1 Many 

people have been runazed by the fact that these giant 

trees, so prevalent in Kendall County, generally grow 

in a moister region. 

Varities of crabapple, cherry, plum, and persimmon 

trees grew wild and their fruits were excellent for human 

consumption. Agarita berries, dewberries, mustang grapes, 

and other wild grapes were also plentiful. By drying and 

canning these fruits, the early pioneers supplemented 

their daily diets. Canning was the most popular method 

of preservation. Grapes were used to produce wine as had 

been done in the Fatherland. The Texas Almanac of 1867 

reported that eight hundred barrels of wine were produced 

that year. Native pecan and black walnut trees supplied 

additional seasonal dietary supplements. In hollow trees, 

wild honeybees were also discovered. Not only were the 

honey and wax used for indivtdual family consumption, but 

the surplus could also be sold to surrounding neighbors or 

travelers. In 1854, a settler. in Currie Creek sold $200 

worth of honey and wax. 2 

1Bob Bennett, Kerr County, Texas 1856-1956 (San 
Antonio: The Naylor Co., 1956), p. 11. 

201msted, Journey Through Tex~, p. 130. 
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The settlers discovered that many vegetables 

normally grown in Europe could also be produced in Kendall 

County. Irish potatoes and corn were especially culti

vated; although they discovered that large European onions, 

brussel sprouts, and celery did not grow successfully. 

Unfamiliar with sweet potatoes, yams, and pumpkins, the 

pioneers began to cultivate them in their gardens after 

discovering their delicious tastes. 1 Peach, pear, fig, 

and apricot trees were planted and rapidly began to bear 

fruits by the bushels. Surplus vegetables and fruits were 

usually transported to the Farmer's Market in San Antonio 

which was thirty miles south. Full scale commercial 

produce increased after 1887 when the railroad was com

pleted. 

Certain medicinal vegetation was also garnered 

from the nature of the hill country. Sassafras, locust, 

elder, sumac, sage, mint, and & variety of tea herbs were 

the most common. 2 Since there were limited or non-existent 

medical facilities available, home remedies, for minor 

ailments, were concocted from these plants. Dr. Ferdinand 

Herff, from San Antonio, occasionally made visits in the 

1Bracht, Texas in 1848, p. 27. 
2Ib id~, p. 39. 
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Kendall County area to those who suffered trom more severe 

ailments. 

During the spring and summer months, fragrant wild 

flowers abounded in the Kendall County area. In the · 

meadows and near the creeks, bluebonnets, daisies, Indian 

blankets, wild roses, verbena, and Indian paintbrushes, 

which were the most common, filled the air with a delight

ful scent and added color to the landscape. Many a wild 

flower bouquet graced an early settler's table during the 

season. 

The early settlers found many forms of wildlife 

living in the hills of Kendall County--many of them quite 

palatable. In the 1840s and 1850s, it was not uncommon to 

see bears, jaguars, panthers, pumas, or lynx. 1 As the 

area gradually became civilized, these animals, because of 

overzealous hunters, soon disappeared. One man who lived 

near Currie Creek in 1854 kept a pack of trained hounds to 

kill bears. In a two year period he had eliminated sixty 

of· the beasts. 2 Many Russlan boars, javelinas, bobcats, 

civet cats, armadillos, ring-tail raccoons, squirrels, and 

1c. Hugo Clauss, "Boerne and the Cibolo Valley in 
Kendall County,,_" trans. Oscar Haas from Schuetze's Yahrbuch 
fuer Texas, 18b2, pp. 29-31, printed in The Boerne Star 
Centennial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 4. 

2 Olmsted, Journey Through Texas, P~ 130. 
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rabbits could also be found. Herds of wild cattle, de

scendants of Spanish cattle, also roamed the hills. The 

most common game was the white-tailed deer which supplied 

wild meat for the settlers. Delicious added treats to 

the early pioneers' diets were fowl such as wlld turkey, 

quail, dove, and ducks. 

In numerous springfed creeks a variety of fish 

were available. There were three types of catfish: blue, 

which ranged in size from ten to about fifty pounds; 

yellow, which were especially delicious; and channel, 

which usually weighed about five or six pounds. Perch, 

large and small mouth bass, gars, and carp were also in 

the waters. These fish were usually eaten fresh, dried, 

or smoked. However, carp was always smoked because it 

contained many small bones and was easier to eat when 

prepared in this manner. Soft-shelled tortoises whose 

meat and eggs were both delicious and nutritious were 

found in the Guadalupe River. 

Along with the variety of wildlife, there were 

also four types of poisonous snakes. These were the water 

moccasin, copperhead, cottonmouth, and numerous rattle

snakes. Settlers learned to be cautious around these 

snakes since their bite could prove to be fatal. However, 

non-poisonous snakes that ate insects were an agricultural 
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advantage to the settlers who farmed. This type of 

beneficial reptile included whip snakes, green tree 

snakes, and yellow-strip meadow snakes. 1 

While fireflies, tumble bugs, and stag-beetles 

were new to the settlers, many insects were identical to 

those found in Europe. The new specimens were preserved 

and sent back to Germany to be recorded. A variety of 

butterflies abounded during the spring and summer as did 

mosquitoes, scorpions, grasshoppers, cicades, and many 

different ants. The ants were the most common. 2 

Because of the abundance and variety of natural 

resources, the hardy Kendall County German pioneers were 

able to adapt readily to their new surroundings. Although 

the hardships were numerous, they wer-e able to strive 

ahead and become self-sufficient. This, in turn, helped 

create several thriving communities. 

1Bracht, Texas in 1848, p. 48. 

2 4 Ibid., p. 9 .. 
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Illustration 1. Map of Kendall County 



CHAPTER III 

EARLY GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN THE 

KENDALL COUNTY AREA 

Texas became the "promised land" for many dissat

isfied Germans who envisioned an abundant economic and 

political freedom in this new place. The French, Spanish, 

Mexican, and a few individual Germans made early attempts 

to colonize the Texas area. However, during the mid 1840s 

and early 1850s, there was still much land to tame, so 

when the Verein zum Schutze Deutscher Einwanderer in Texas 

requested land to colonize, the Republic of Texas encour

aged the Germans to relocate in the Republi.c' s portion of 

North America. This, coupled with severe conditions in 

the German Confederat1on, persuaded Germans to change 

their residence. Settlements became scattered throughout 

the Central Texas area. 

The French had made the first major attempt to 

settle the Texas area, but this was by accident. Rene

Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, was searching for the 

mouth of the Mississippi River in 1685. He hoped to 

establish a French colony there. Through miscalculation, 

he landed in Matagorda Bay and after several disasters 

4-3 
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decided to establish a colony on Garcitas preek near 

Lavaca Bay. The colony was doomed from the beginning-

most of the supplies had been lost and Indian raids were 

numerous. La Salle, determined to find the mouth of the 

Mississippi, left the small colony. In route, he was 

murdered by one of his crew members. The Spaniards heard 

the news of the calamity and claimed the Texas area as 

their own. This action increased the size of the Mexican 

tarritory and the Spanish began to establish mission 

colonies ostensibly for the purpose of taming the Indians. 

Their real purpose was to expand their boundaries. 

In 1821, Mexico gained its independence from Spain 

and the Texas area became a Mexican annex, open for colo

nization. A short time later, Moses Austin, an American, 

petitioned for a grant to organize a colony. His dream 

was carried out by his son, Stephen F. Austin. A few 

Germans traveled through Texas and recorded their impres

sions and many of their countrymen began to take an active 

interest in this ne-w land and colonization. 

The first German settlement was founded by Baron 

de Bastrop from Prussia. For a period of time, he was 

employed by the Spanish government. Because of his 

employment it was possible for him to obtain a grant on 

the Colorado River. By ~823, the Baron began to settle 
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his grant with fellow German pioneers--most. being educated 

men who became farmers. 

An early successful German settlement was founded 

by Friedrich Ernst and Charles Fordtran. These two men 

met and became partners with the idea of forming a colony 

in Texas. They named their town Industry and it is now 

located in Austin County. German families began arriving 

in 1834. 1 Mr. Ernst wrote numerous letters to friends and 

relatives in the German Confederation, who, in turn, pub

lished them. These personal narratives added to the 

already abundant material being published in Germany about 

Texas. Ernst later became known as the "Father of German 

Texas Immigration." Germans in the Confederation began to 

see a way out of their misery and organized a society for 

relocation to Texas. Many settlements in Central Texas 

were begun by these Germans who relocated there in the 

latter 1840s .. 

The Society for tho Protection of German Immi

grants, or Verein, was an organization formed to encourage 

German immigration to Texas and to protect the emigrants 

during their journey. In 1842, fourteen German princes 

and noblemen from the Rhine River area organized and 

1Don H. Biggers~ German Pioneers in Texas 
(Fredericksburg, Texas: Fredericksburg Publishing Co., 
1925), p. 10. 
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supported the Verein. These men were interested in 

colonizing Texas and offered Germans, in all occupations, 

an opportunity to improve their living conditions. Fol

lowing the leadership of Prince Karl of Solms-Braunfels 

and later John O. Meusebach, Germans began to relocate, 

during the mid 1840s, under the direction of the Verein. 

The sea voyage, land transportation upon arrival, food, 

and other provisions for survival were provided for each 

single man or family who desired to leave the Confedera

tion. Lack of foresight in securing necessary funds for 

provisions and tra..~sportation in the uninhabited land 

brought on bankruptcy for the Verein in 1847. However, 

as late as the mid 1850s, immigrants continued to come 

under the auspices of the Verein a...~d between 1840 and 1855 

ninety-three ships landed in Taxas bringing a. total of 

10,695 settlers. 1 

The failure of the Verein to provide the necessary 

materials for survival caused hundreds of immigrants to 

die from exposure and disease while enroute to the "prom

ised land." These tragedies did not delay the surviving 

pioneers. They began to adjust and compensate for the 

shortages. A small number of these Germans settled along 

Texas: 
1Ethel Hander Geue~ New Homes in a New Land (Waco, 
Texian ·Press~ 1970;, p. 28. 
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the Texas coast. Others, as they grew weary of the long 
·,: 

and dangerous overland journey to Central Texas, stopped 

and set up businesses and homes on the route to the Fisher 

Miller Grant, which was the land the Verein had purchased 

for the immigrants to colonize. New Braunfels and Fred

ericksburg were two major way stations established by these 

ambitious pioneers. For a short period of time, there was 

a delay in settling the Grant because of difficulties with 

the Commanche Indians. Through expert diplomacy, however, 

John 0. Meusebach was able to make peace with the Indians 

and the opportunity for colonization of the land was 

offered to all Germans. Small settlements of single 

family units were begun. 

Several of these early pioneers wrote long de

lightful letters back to friends and relatives describing 

the bountiful land and the freedom it allowed them to 

enjoy. Also, the drastic difference in lifestyle and an 

improved economi.c exlstence gave to the pioneers a unique

ness in the eyes of those back home. Pamphlets and other 

materials were published relating information on varying 

aspects of t~e new land. These publications added exten

sive information to the already circulating materials on 

Texas which had been written during the 183Os and early 

1840s and encouraged hundreds to relocate in Texas. As 
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more immigrants arrived, settlements grew, not only within 
' ;, 

the Grant, but in the surrounding area of Central Texas. 

One area of special interest is Kendall County. 

This area was slow in gaining successful settle

ments because it was not included in the Fisher Miller 

Grant. Originally, the land had been offered to the 

Verein but had been refused, the reason given being that 

the area was too far from water transportation. 1 Thriving 

settlements began during the late 1840s and ea~ly 1850s; 

other small communities in the county were not established 

until several years later. 

Sisterdale 

Educated Germans who organized settlements in the 

United States and especially in Texas were referred to as 

Latin farmers. These men had received an education in 

German Uni versi t.i. es where the faculty and stud en ts con

versed in Latin and Greek. Therefore, with only this 

academic education to guide them, these farmers were 

unfamiliar with the hardships of life in the new world 

and their settlements often ended in failure. The men in 

these Latin settlements greatly influenced both their 

1Mortiz Tiling, History of the German Element in 
Texas from 1820-1850 (Houston, Texas: By the author, 
1913), p. 62. 
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German and American neighbors with their educational 

standards and their thirst for knowledge. Sisterdale, 

located in Kendall County, is an excellent example of a 

Latin settlement. 

The earliest German settlement in Kendall County 

was the Latin settlement of Sisterdale, located forty 

miles northwest of San Antonio on the Pinta Trail, an old 

Indian trail. The first settler, Nicolaus Zink, arrived 

in the area in 1847. An engineer by profession, Zink came 

to Texas in 1844 where he laid out the town plot of New 

Braunfels with Prince Karl of Solms-Braunfels. He dis

covered, while on a trip to Fredericksburg, that the land 

in the area of the Sister Creeks was excellent for farming 

and ranching. He abandoned h.is trip to Fredericksburg and 

with the help of two laborers began to build a log cabin 

three hundred yards from where the Sister Creek flows into 

the Guadalupe River. 1 

Later the same year, Zin..k sold a portion of land 

on the south side of the Guadalupe to Ottomar von Behr. 

He had recently returned from Germany where he had pub

lished a guide for German immigrants who planned to farm 

1Rudolph Leopold Biesele, ~he History of the 
German Settlements in Texas 18~1w1861 (Austin: n.p., 
1930), p. 171. 
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in the United States. This book was published in Leipzig 

in 1847. 1 Zink sold his original farm to Eduard Degener 

and relocated to a less populated area the next year. 2 

German intellectuals began to settle in this area 

during the next two years. These settlers included 

Dr. Ernst Kapp, Eduard Degener, Dr. Adolf Douai, Emil 

Dresel, Julius Dresel, and Rudolph Dresel. Dr. W. I. 

Runge, August Siemering, Baron A. von Westphal, Rudolph 

Carstenjen, Louis von Donop, Louis von Breitenbauch, 

Adolph Neuber, Otto Neuber, and Fr. Brunckow settled in 

Sisterdale during the early 1850s. 3 Christian Rhodius 

and E. B. N. Brunckow also settled here during this time. 

A frequent visitor to the community was Dr. Ferdinand 

Herff from San Antonio. Many of these men who settled 

in Sisterdale after 1848 were those who had actively 

participated in the Revolution of· 1848 and were forced 

to leave Germany or face imprisonment. 4 

1 --b. d 1 l • 

2sam Woolford, "Log Cabin at Sisterdale," San 
Antonio Light, 1961. 

3Adolf Paul Weber, Deutsche Pioniere Zur Geschichlt 
Des Deutschthums in Texas (San Antonio: Selbstverlag Des 
Verfassers, 1894), p. 6. 

4Tiling, History of the German Element, p. 122. 
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Frederick Law Olmsted visited Sisterdale in 1852 
I ; 

and noted the village contained eight to ten farms. How

ever, within walking range of these farms there was a 

group of single men who lived in caves or huts. These 

men were as well educated as the other settlers but chose 

to learn the occupation of splitting shingles. Olmsted 

described them as of the same "stamp but of less social 

disposition, disheartened, or tired of circumstances, a 

sort of political hermits who had retired into the woods 

and live with one companion or in complete solitude. 111 

Another earlier visitor was Emma Altgelt, the 

wife of Ernst Altgelt who founded Comfort. She described 

Sisterdale in the early 1850s as an area containing six 

to eight farms who housed educated persons called 

Lateiners. 

You could not think of finding better company than 
you could find there. These people, who were used 
to the luxuries of the old world in Germany, knew 
how to amuse themselves by unpretentious means. I 
always liked to be among them even though I was not 
a match for their ready wit. Sometimes, there was 
a picnic in the open. Wine was never wanting 
although the pocket books of these learned men, 
who were impractical and not used to hard work 
were often empty. They danced to primitive2music. 
A comb and a funnel were their instruments. 

101msted, Journey Through Texas, p. 107. 

. . 2Henry B. Dielmann, "Emma Al tge~ t' s Sketches of 
L~fe 1n Texas?" The Southwestern Historical Quarterly 63 
(January 1960;: 377. 
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Sisterdale was named by the German settlers who 

lived there. This occurred when Julius Dresel and Ottomar 

von Behr were visiting in the home of Ernst Kapp. During 

the course of conversation, they discussed the effect 

geography had on the culture of people. During the visit, 

Ida Kapp read aloud Longfellow's "Hiawatha," translated by 

Ferdinand Freieligrath. Upon completion von Behr suggested 

that their settlement should be named. He proposed the 

name of Sisterdale since their farms were located in the 

valley between the East and West Sister Creeks where they 

empty into the Guadalupe River. The group approved of the 

name and by 1850 the name was placed on the Texas maps, 

although the actual town plot of Sisterdale was not 

recorded until 1883. 1 According to John O. Meusebach, 

Sisterdale came to be referred to as the "Queen City of 

the Guadalupe" as a result of the courteous reception 

visitors would receive when passing through the area. 2 

Most of the men who came to Sisterdale brought 

their families with them; therefore, it was ~ecessary for 

them to learn about the land for survival. The hard work 

1crystal Sasse Ragsdale, The Galden Free Land 
(Austin: Land.mark Press, 1976), p. 11 . 

2rrene Marschall King John O, Meusebach (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1967), p. 152. 
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of clearing land, plowing fields, raising livestock, 

constructing log cabins, building and repairing wagons, 

and raising food was all unfamiliar to them, but they 

endeavored to become as successful as possible with these 

tasks. While they always made time for intellectual 

pursuits, their main occupations were farming and ranching. 

Gardens were prevalent as were the crops of cotton, corn, 

wheat, oats, and hay. 1 

Christopher Rhodius constructed a flour and saw 

mill which was operated by water power from the Guadalupe 

and was located near the Zink homestead. Farmers from the 

area would bring their grain to be milled, along with 

cedar and cypress trees to be sawed into lumber, which was 

beneficial for the growing communities. Rhodius ran a 

very successful business until the mill was destroyed by 

a flood in 1870. A combination cotton gin and saw and 

grist mill operated by steam was built by Reinhold Kutzer. 

This business remained for several years. 2 

In this small settlement, they strove to live as 

refined a life as they were accustomed to living in the 

German Confederation. Each man had brought along numerous 

1Mrs. Hubert Smith 1 
11 18Lr7 Sisterdale 1972," The 

Comfort News, 28 December 1972, p. 10. 

2Ibid. 
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books, fine furniture, and possessions to give their log 

cabins an air of elegance. Their log cabins were often 

crudely constructed with dirt floors and the windows did 

not contain glass. Furniture, which they were unable to 

bring from Germany, was also crudely constructed; often 

the wooden chairs were covered with deerskin instead of 

fine cloth and the beds were raised platforms with corn 

husk mattresses. But elegance did prevail as was evident 

in Ottomar von Behr's cabin where the walls were lined 

with books. A copy of a Murillo painting and twelve 

excellent hunting rifles hung on the only empty spaces on 

the walls. Eduard Degener's cabin was similar to that of 

von Behr although he had numerous oil paintings hung on 

the crude cabin walls and a fine harpsichord, which he 

played for entertainment, graced the room. 1 

Festivals and celebrations were held frequently 

in the "Queen City." A special occasion was not necessary 

for a celebration. Members of the community would choose 

a likely home and everyone would come to visit. One such 

instance, not to be forgotten, took place at Ottomar von 

1John Russell Bartlett, Personal Narrative of 
Exploration and Incidents in Texas, New Mexico, California, 
Sonora, and Chihuahua, Connected with the United States .and 
Mexican Boundary Commission During the Years 1850, •51, 
'52, and '53 (New York: 1854; reprinted ed., Chicago: 
Rio Grande Press, 1965), p. 54. 
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Behr's cabin. His abode was always open for fellowship 

in the community. At this particular celebration, resi

dents were involved in lively conversation and singing 

when a thnnder storm suddenly began. The rain came in 

torrents and, as it became evident that flooding was 

possible, the group moved to the dining room and continued 

with their celebration. Soon the wind had blown the mud, 

that was daubed between the logs, out and water began to 

fill the room until it was ankle deep. Everyone decided 

to climb the furniture where they proceeded to celebrate 

until the storm ended. In order for the guests to leave, 

foot bridges were laid on the mud floor early the next 

mornlng. 1 

The height of the social life in Sisterdale was 

attained in 1855 when Prince Paul of Wurttemburg, brother 

to the King, came to visit. This was his third visit in 

America, as a naturalist, to study the flora and fauna. 

He was amazed to find such a cultivated society in the 

Texas Hill Country. Eduard Degener, whose cabin was the 

largest in the community, housed the guest. Here lively 

entertainment abounded. Also present were Baron von 

Meusebach, former agent of the Verein, and his wife Agnes, 

1 Charles Besler, "Historical Reminiscences," 
Frontier Times, April 1929, pp. 283-284. 
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Countess of Corth; Herr van Koggenbach, former staff 

officer to the Grand-Duke of Baden, and his wife; and the 

Herr van Stockmans from Schleswig. 1 John and Agnes 

Meusebach were very impressed with the Latin settlement 

and would visit whenever possible. 

Agnes enjoyed visits in New Braunfels, but a trip 
with her husband to the "Latin Settlement" of 
Sisterdale was a stimulating experience. The men 
and women constituting the settlement were cultured 
and intelligent; so conversation was on an intellec
tual level. Merriment prevailed, too, and they 
enjoyed waltzing, and singing, and concert music on 
a fine piano. These Sisterdale settlers, self
constituted exiles from Germany, were not so suc
cessful in agriculture as in intellectual pursuits, 
but they had found their Arcadia in Texas and were 
content. Social and political freedom enabled them 
to make the most of life.2 

Academic pursuits were encouraged in the community. 

A library could be found in nearly every cabin--the most 

extensive being that of Ottomar van Behr, who operated a 

lending library. Once a week regular meetings were held 

at the schoolhouse or in the home of one of the residents. 

These well-informed men discussed varied topics from the 

latest literature to politics to agricultural procedures. 

Often times the men became so engrossed in their 

. 1 samuel Wood Geiser, "Dr. Ernst Kapp, Early 
Geographer in Texas," reprinted from Field and Laboratory 
14 (January 1946): 31. 

2K· 152 1ng, John o. Meusebach, p. . 
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discussions they were unaware of what was happening outside 

their confinement. It was not unusual to observe Commanche 

Indj.ans gazing through a door or window trying to decipher 

the proceedings of a lecture or discussion. 1 

Along with the academic pursuits, music was also 

popular in the community. The earlier instruments were 

crude, as described by Emma Altgelt, but later became 

refined with the arrival of Degener's harpsichord, although 

with this the voice stlll prevailed. In 1852, in the home 

of Hermann Runge, son of Dr. W. I. Runge, several German 

settlers organized a vocal quartet, which participated in 

several Saengerfests held in the surrounding German com

munities. The first Saengerfest was held in New Braunfels 

on October 16-18, 1853. The quartet from Sisterdale con

sisted of August Siemering, the leader, Ottomar von Behr, 

Louis von Donop, and W. Rhodius, singing Trinklied by C. 

Kreutzer. 2 Emma Altgelt attended the first Saengerfest 

in New Braunfels and described these men from Sisterdale 

as "a jolly group." 

They came by ox team, because the day before 
Indians had stolen all of the horses in the 
settlement. The suits of most of the men were 
quaint. Although they were aristocrats, not 

1 Tiling, History of the German Element, p. 123. 

2Ibid., p. 138. 
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every one of them had a coat. The German apparel 
was worn out, little of it was new, anci that which 
was bought was inferior.1 

They attended a second Saengerfest in San Antonio, Texas, 

May 14 and 15, 1854, and disbanded the group in 1857. 

Because of his influence, Ottomar von Behr was 

appointed the first justice of the peace. He was respected 

and sought by the people to settle minor disputes and hence 

became the Solomon of Sisterdale. Frederick Olmsted in 

Journey Through Texas witnessed such an event. A group, 

mostly American, from the surrounding area came to his 

home so that he could settle the value of a dog that had 

been accidently shot by one of the men in the group. Von 

Behr quickly settled the matter and ended all feelings of 

discontent. 2 When he returned for a visit to Germany, he 

was replaced by Dr. Ernst Kapp. 

Nearly all the residents of Sisterdale retained 

close contacts with friends and relatives in the German 

Confederation through letters and newspapers; thus, they 

were well informed of occurrences abroad. Ma:il was dis

tr1buted by Ottomar von Behr, who received an appointment 

as the first postmaster October 25, 1851. The post office 

1 Dielmann, "Emma Al tgel t' s Sketches," p. 373. 

201msted, Journey Through Texas, pp. 107-108. 
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was kept in the front room of his double log cabin. He 

was succeeded by Eduard Degener on February 9, 1856, and 

later by Adolph Neuber. 1 One week it was reported that as 

many as forty-four articles of mail arrived for the resi

dents. Interest in their adopted country was also evident 

and residents subscribed to several American and local 

newspapers. The Galveston Union, New York Democrat, 

Boston Pioneer, San Antonio Freie Presse, San Antonio 

Herald, and. Neu Braunfelser Zeitung were some of the pub

lications that were read in the cornmunity. 2 With these 

newspapers the men in the Sisterdale community kept 

abreast with all political occurrences throughout the 

United States. 

The Germans in Louisville, Kentucky, early in 

1853, organized the Bund Freier Maenner or League of Free 

Men. They urged each state which contained a large pro

portion of German population to hold a convention. Their 

object was to coordinate political thought and activity 

with their fellow Americans. By November 26, 1853, the 

politically freethinking men of Sisterdale formed a branch 

County, 

Texas. 

1 968) , p. 1 33. 

2Personal files of Mrs. Joyce Behr, Comfort, 
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of this organization which they named Die Freie Verein. 

The president elected for the orgar1ization was Dr. Ernst 

Kapp with August Siemering as secretary. This group felt 

that the social injustices of slavery, capital punishment, 

speculation in land, and income and inheritance taxes 

should be abolished. Die Freie Verein made plans for a 

state convention to be held in San Antonio, Texas, on 

March 14 and 15, 1854, to coincide with the second annual 

Saengerfest. Germans from all over the state would be 

attending this festival. A letter was sent to various 

German settlements and societies requesting delegates to 

be sent to the Die Freie Verein Convention. The letter 

appealed to the Texas Germans to take an active interest 

in the political problems of the United States. 1 

The latest events in American as well as in 
European politics show the necessity of a close 
adhesion of all Germans in the United States. The 
moment which obligates us to place our whole in
telligence and might into the balance was never 
nearer to us than now when the course of history 
has assigned us a great problem in the process of 
national evolution ... 

The presidential election presents the first 
opportunity for a test of our strength. It draws 
nearer daily and must not find us unorganized and 
unprepared. Let us, therefore, adopt the proper 
means while there is yet time. In several states 

1Rudolph Leopold Biesele, 11 The Texas State Con
vention of Germans in 1854," The Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly 33 (April 1930): 248. 
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of the Union mass meetings have already been 
called for drawing up a platform which must not 
be the pageantry of a fraternal, selfish, and 
unprincipled party, but rather the expression of 
the public will. Let us unite in all our strength 
in order to reach an agreement among ourselves and 
then with our congenial American fellow-citizens 
about the principles which shall be the basis of 
our next activity. 

We propose, therefore, a mass meeting of the 
Germans in Texas on May 14 and 15 in San .Antonio 
at the time of the Saengerfest. We request all 
German localities to hold meetings and to send 
delegates to San .Antonio at the appointed time. 
All existing clubs and societies are asked to 
accept this invitation. 

If we really desire to give weight to our will 
and to our wishes, it is possible only through 
this means. In this manner alone we can join 
hands with the other states and bring our platform 
into conformity with the others. 

Sisterdale, March 15, 1854. 
Die Freie Verein 
E. Kapp, President 
A. Siemering, Secretary1 

Two area German newspapers, the Neu Braunfelser 

Zeitung and ~he San Antonio Zeitung, provided coverage. 

The Neu Braunfelser Zeitung, edited by Dr. Ferdinand 

Lindheimer, published letters written by August Siemering 

urging Germans to attend the state convention; their 

purpose, he suggested, should be to unite to discuss the 

upcoming presidential election, since the fate of the 

United States was unstable, especially in regards to the 

slavery issue. The San Antonio Zeitung, founded in 1853 

1Ibid., pp. 249-250. 
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and edited by Dr. Adolf Douai, a former member of the 

Latin settlement, also printed news in full support of 

the upcoming convention. 

The convention was held as planned in the Vauxhall 

Gardens in San Antonio on March 14 and 15, 1854. Repre

sentatives from nearly all the German communities attended. 

Ottomar von Behr, August Siemering, Dr. Ernst Kapp, and 

F. Thiclepape were representatives from Sisterdale, and 

Dr. Adolf Douai also joined them. Officers were elected: 

the president was H. Guenther of New Braunfels; vice

presidents were Dr. William Keidel of Fredericksburg and 

H. F. Osswald of San Antonio; and secretaries were 

Dr. Hertzburg of San Antonio, August Siemering of Sis

terdale, Julius Schlickum of Fredericksburg, and Louis 

Schuetze of Coletoville. Discussion was intense over 

political, social, and religious issues of the United 

States to be included in their platform. On May 15, they 

adopted a written platform and Eduard Degener of Sj_ster

dale was chosen, at that time, as delegate to be sent to 

a National Convention in St. Louis in November. Die Freie 

Verein of Sisterdale gave $100 to help with his travel 

expenses to the convention. 1 

1 Ibid., p. 250. 



63 

When the platform was published in the San Antonio 

Zeitung, the most liberal newspaper in the area, the public 

became enraged; the main concern was over their strong 

opposition to slavery. The Germans had chosen a very 

inopportune time to present such an opinion. This con

flict strained relations between the Germans who were 

trying to accustom themselves to life with their American 

neighbors. After the convention, Dr. Douai agitated the 

problem by continually printing radical viewpoints. 

Americans in the area began to stereotype the Germans as 

abolitionists and troublemakers. On ·June 26, 1855, after 

the newspaper coverage had spread all over the state, 

Germans held a meeting in New Braunfels over this situa

tion. They released a statement expressing their support 

of the const:Ltution and laws of the state and explaining 

that they were not to be held responsible for opinions 

expressed by the San Antonio Zeitung. 1 It took time but 

soon the hard feelings began to mellow; however, Dr. Douai 

was forced to leave the area. 

The war which everyone knew would come arrived in 

1861. When a vote was taken on secession in Texas, as in 

the rest of the south, Texans voted to secede from the 

1Ibid., pp. 256-261. 
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Union. Sentiments in the Sisterdale area continued to 

support the Union, so when Major Fritz Tegener organized 

the Union Loyal League, a number of Sisterdale residents 

became involved. Eduard Degener became head of the 

advisory board and encouraged involvement; he later went 

to prison for his activities. 

Although the death of this Latin settlement was 

slow, Sisterdale was unable to survive economically and 

few of the educated intellectuals remained by the time 

the Civil War began. The reasons for the settler's 

removal varied, but few improvements had been made in the 

community and it was unable to withstand the ravages of 

time. Ottomar van Behr died in 1858 on a return voyage 

from Germany. His death possibly had a strong influence 

on the remaining settlers; also, their political view

points were not in tune with the times. One by one these 

men slowly faded away; Louis van Donop was brutally killed 

by Indians in 1862, Eduard Degener and a Dresel were taken 

as political prisoners during 1862 to San Antonio, and 

although they were discharged soon after imprisonment they 

did not return to the settlement. Dr. W. I. Runge and 

Dr. Ernst Kapp both returned to Germany in 1864 and de

cided for various reasons not to return to .America. The 

rest of the men relocated in surrounding towns where they 
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felt they could mal{e a successful livelihood. The settle

ment did not survive the Civil War. 

Boerne 

The original founders of Boerne were a group of 

students from the Universities of Giessen, Heidelburg, and 

Darmstadt. They were usually referred to as "Latin Stu

dents" because they conversed in Latin as readily as 

German. Speeches and writings about Texas by Prince Karl 

of Solms-Braunfels and Herman Spiess impressed numerous 

students of these universities; with this encouragement 

and considering the conditions in the German Confederation, 

they decided to begin a new life in Texas . . 

Gustav Schleicher, a graduate of Giessen, organized 

a communistic society while in Darmstadt, where he was 

employed as an engineer. He was associated with Dr. Fer

dinand Herff, who also helped organize the Society. The 

members called themselves Die Vierziger, or The Forties, 

because there were forty within the group and the decade 

of the 1840s was a time of change and challenge. Their 

motto contained the key words of friendship, freedom, and 

equality. The idealism of this society was based on the 

adage "I'm for you, and you're for me" and "Police rules, 

Private ownership, and exploitation for profit were to be 
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replaced with brotherly love, and the fruits of united 

effort would insure the material needs of the group. 111 

In April 1847, only thirty-three sailed from 

Hrunburg to Texas, seven having cancelled out. Others 

joined along the way and the final group upon reaching 

the destination included: Ferdinand Herff, Leopold 

Schulz, Gustav Schleicher, Lerch, Phillip Zoeller, William 

Friederich, Wundt, Fuchs, Theodore Schleuing, Amelung, 

Christian von Hesse, Julius Wagner, Hermann, Frederich 

Schenk, Jacob Kuechler, Adam Vogt, Strauss, Christian 

Flach, Schunk, Neff, Adam Teichert, Adolph Hahn, Fritz 

Louis, Kappelhof, Michel, Ottmer, Peter Bub, Mertins, 

Backofen, Lindheimer, Eduard Mueller, Rock, Louis 

Reinhardt, Herman Spiess, Kattmann, Kappel, Zenter, John 

Hoerner, and Obert. Within this group there were several 

settlers of differing occupations: two physicians, one 

engineer, two architects, seven lawyers, five foresters, 

two mechanics, two carpenters, and one butcher, black

smith, lieutenant of artillery, ship carpenter, brewer, 

miller, hotel keeper, student of theology, maker of musical 

instruments, naturalist, agriculturist, and a student of 

P. 32. 
1Reinhardt, "The Communistic Colony of Bettina," 
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botany. 1 Except for Mueller, the agriculturist, the 

combined group contained limited agricultural knowledge 

and had no experience in living off the land. 

In order to travel under the auspices of the 

Verein, the group signed an agreement on January 11, 1847, 

to colonize Texas with two hundred families plus their 

group. Count Carl Castell, a director of the Verein, 

also signed the document. 2 John O. Meusebach, the Texas 

general agent, made all arrangements in Texas for the 

arrival of Die Vierziger. After a long and tedious 

journey, they settled in the Fisher M~ller Grant on the 

Llano River near Elm Creek. Upon arrival, they immedi

ately began to build a cabin covered with reed grass 

which was to be used as their residence. All forty men 

with one woman cook resided in the building until another 

building could be constructed. They christened their 

settlement Bettina after El:Lzabeth von Armin, generally 

known as Bettina, a German author of the period whom they 

greatly admired.3 

1Ibid., pp. 34-35. 

2Herff, The Doctors Herff, I: 10. 

P • 33. 
3Reinhardt, "'rhe Communistic Colony of Bettina," 
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Celebration with lively intellectual discussion 

was not uncommon in the Bettina settlement, and time would 

pass quickly without the necessary work being accomplished. 

Hardship and illness were difficult for these young men to 

accept, as many of them had never been required to engage 

in hard labor in order to survive. These factors caused 

failure, and in the summer of 1848, the group disbanded 

and scattered throughout the region, many moving to New 

Braunfels. 

Five of Die Vierziger from Bettina organized 

another Latin settlement in 1849. They named their home

stead Tusculum, which was the name of Cicero's country 

home. This remnant of the Bettina colony could easily 

have adopted as their philosophy the Ciceroian adage 

"otium cum dignitate procul negotius," meaning "rest with 

dignity far from business trouble. 111 Phillip Zoeller, an 

architect; Adam Vogt, a forester; Wilhelm Friedrich, a 

lawyer; Leopold Schulz, a librarian; Christian Flach, a 

mechanic; and Fritz Kramer, a medical student who later 

joined them, comprised the group. The homestead was 

located twelve miles from Sisterdale and two miles from 

the present site of Boerne. For two years they strove to 

farm and live off the land, but due to lack of knowledge 

1Tiling, History of the German Element, p. 194. 



69 

in agriculture they abandoned their project and sold their 

homestead for a fourth of its original cost. 1 

Previously, the group had purchased a tract of 

land containing 3,070 acres next to the Cibolo Creek and 

two miles from Tusculum for Christian von Hesse, a member 

of the original Die Vierziger. On April 13, 1852, he 

formed a partnership with John James, a surveyor, "to 

lay the same off in town and farming lots and to sell and 

dispose of the same as we may thinl{ most beneficial to 

ourselves. 112 Von Hesse's brother failed to come to Texas 

and he decided to sell the land to Gustave Theissen, who 

resolved to continue surveying for a town. John James, 

maintaining the partnership, proceeded to assist Theissen 

with the plans. They completed the survey and filed it 

July 15, 1852, with the name of the proposed town being 

Boerne.3 

Theissen and the Tusculum settlers greatly admired 

Ludwig Berne's political and satirical writings and radical 

viewpoints on political freedom and social reform. 

1Biesele The History of the German Settlements, 
p. 172; Reinhardt, "The Communistic Colony of Bettina," 
PP. 34-35. 

2Transcribed Deeds--Comal County--in Kendall 
County, p. 111 . 

3rbid., p. 112. 
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Therefore, they decided to name the town in honor of him; 

but in keeping with the country they now resided in, 

anglicized Borne to Boerne. Ludwig Borne, a German Jew, 

had been born Lob Baruch on May 6, 1786, in Frankfurt, 

Germany. In 1818, he had become a Lutheran and changed 

his nan1e to Borne. This alteration was possibly made due 

to the prejudice against Jews in Germany during this time. 

His works were published between 1829-1834. At the age of 

fifty-one, he died in Paris. 1 

Three of the first settlers in Boerne were from 

the homestead Tusculum: Adam Vogt, Leopold Schulz, and 

Wilhelm Friedrich. Fritz Louis, from the Bettina settle

ment, also joined the group. 2 Wilhelm Friedrich and 

Christian von Hesse were the first Germans to ow.n land 

where the townsite of Boerne was founded. After von Hesse 

sold to Theissen and after completion of the survey, they 

sold town lots as had been previously decided. Gradually 

more settlers moved to the town. These later settlers 

were August Staffel, Julius Fabra, Matthias Baumann, 

Herman Spitzer, H. Wendler, Ferdinand Harz, and C. Hugo 

1Eldon Stephen Branda, ed., The HandRook 9f Texas: 
A Supplement, vol. III (Austin: The Texas Historical 
Association, 1976), p. 92. 

2Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
p. 173. 
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1 Clauss. According to Dr. Ferdinand Herff, who traveled 

extensively in the region, single family units were scat

tered throughout the Boerne area as early as 1847. 2 It 

is possible that a number of these settlers relocated in 

Boerne after its founding because of the convenience and 

to secure protection from roving bands of Indians. 

Boerne grew slowly in those early founding years 

and in 1855 contained only a few buildings as recorded by 

C.H. Clauss, who settled there the same year. He noted 

his first impression of the town some years later. 

Though but an infant settlement, one found a most 
hospitable reception there by the early settlers 
and it was in the straw thatched Mexican-like 
jacal, the little store of (August) Staffel's 
where the stranger found refreshment from an 
ardous journey, the only store between San 
Antonio and Fredericksburg.3 

August Staffel's store was one of the first suc

cessful businesses in Boerne. As the town progressed this 

general store, which was located on the main thoroughfare, 

became a multipurpose building. Not only did the store 

provide commodities for the local residents but it 

1 Ibid.; Clauss, "Boerne and the Cibolo Valley," 
sec, 4. 

2Frederick c. Chabot, With the Makers of San 
Antonio (San Antonio: Privately published by Artes 
Graficas, 1937), p. 372. 

3c1auss, "Boerne and the Cibolo Valley," sec. 4. 
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supplied them with a place to hear the latest news. On 

July 18, 1856, August Staffel was appointed the first 

postmaster for Boerne. 1 When the weather permitted, the 

mail was usually delivered once a week by stagecoach from 

San Antonio. The store became an official stagecoach 

stop when Staffel began keeping fresh horses in his 

stable. Local residents who desired news in any form 

would glean verbal news from the drivers or travelers 

and written news from various newspapers they carried. 

Although the news was generally stale, because of the 

slow communications, all information was greatly appre

ciated. 

Occupations of the settlers in the village town 

of Boerne were usually established according to the demand 

of the rural area. Since the land dictated ranching, many 

followed this occupation. In order to service these 

ranching settlers, the town of Boerne gradually increased 

its business services. In 1857, William Dietert con

structed the first dam on the Cibolo Creek. To utilize 

the water power now made available, he erected a combi

nation saw mill and grist mill; a few years later his 

brother, Henry, constructed a cotton gin near the mill. 

1 Haas, History of New Braunf~, p. 131 • 
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As time passed they replaced the water power with steam. 1 

Later, Henry Dietert expanded his business to brick 

manufacturing. 

Another early business was the blacksmith and 

wheelwright shop of Phillip Jacob Theis. He established 

this business on the main street near Staffel's general 

store in 1860. Travelers or residents would stop here to 

have repairs made on horseshoes or wagons. If a wait was 

necessary a traveler could then go to Staffel's store for 

refreshments or drink the cool water Theis would offer 

from his hand-dug well. 

As the need arose, other businesses were estab

lished. Some examples are Fabra's Meat Market in 1887, 

Ort's Saloon and Bakery in the early 188os, Ebensberger 

Lumber Yard in the early 1870s, Vollbrecht's Tin Shop in 

1878, and Foote Undertaker in the late 1870s; the local 

bank was not organized until 1906. 

During the 1850s, Boerne was under the jurisdic

tion of Comal County, where all court and business trans

actions were conducted. In 1858, when Blanco County was 

formed, Boerne was placed under its jurisdiction. The 

Boerne and area residents, always conscious of their 

1John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of 
Texas (Austin: n.p., 1895), p. 520. 
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political rights and freedoms, desired to form a county 

of their own and in December 1859, a combined group of 

settlers from Boerne and Sisterdale decided to petition 

the Texas Legislature to organize a new county from parts 

of Bexar, Comal, and Blanco Counties. The petition states 

they were about four hundred persons living in and around 

the Boerne area. Of the ninety-seven men who signed the 

request over fifty percent were of German descent. The 

Texas Legislature took no action until 1861, when the new 

county of Kerr requested that the area containing Boerne 

be annexed. The Legislature rejected this petition and 

in January 1862, created Kendall County, named after 

George Wilkins Kendall, a local rancher. This change was 

accomplished by the ninth legislature on January 10, 1862, 

under Governor Frank R. Lubbock. This was the only county 

to be created during the Civil War. Because of this 

creation, Comfort lost the county seat of Kerr County, 

which the town had held since 1860. Eighty-nine signa

tures formed a petition to request that this action be 

reversed, but all was in vain; the Legislature rejected 

their request. 1 

1Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
pp. 173-176. 
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To choose a county seat was the next step after 

becoming a new county. Usually the town that is located 

in the geographical center of a county is chosen as the 

county seat. Sisterdale, fitting this description, and 

Boerne, in close proximity, were nominated. A vote was 

taken and Boerne won by a majority of sixty-seven votes. 1 

It is believed that the influencing factor in this deci

sion was because John James proposed to donate the land 

for a court house if Boerne won. After the election, he 

donated land not only for a court house but also for the 

town plaza. 

Adam Vogt was appointed commissioner by the Texas 

Legislature to organize the new county. His responsibil

ity was to hold the election of the county officers and 

organize the necessary offices of the county. 2 The first 

election was held in February 1862, with the following 

officers being elected: Joseph Graham, justice; John G. 

O'Grady, district clerk; Herman Hofzapfel, county clerk; 

William Kuhfuss, county treasurer; Julius Dresel, tax 

assessor; Leopold Schulz, surveyor; and John W. Holcomb, 

sheriff. Christian Rhodius, Dr. J.C. Nowlin, Charles 

1H. P. N. Gammel, The Laws of Texas 1822-1897, 
vol. V (Austin: The Gammel Book Co., 1898), p. 32. 

2Ibid., p. 33. 
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Bennet, and Adam Vogt were elected the first comrnission-

ers.1 It has not been noted where these early officials 

performed the duties of their offices, although it is 

possible they met in local residents' homes or places of 

business. In 1869, seven years after the organization of 

the county, a two-story native rock court house was con

structed on the land donated by John James. This court 

house is the only one to have been erected in Kendall 

County. 

Many German settlers felt that education was an 

important aspect in life. As more settlers moved to the 

town, they saw the need to give their children an educa

tional opportunity. Herman William Toepperwein moved from 

Grape Creek in Gillespie County and accepted the position 

of instructor April 1860. His salary was twenty-five 

dollars a month plus any funds that the state of Texas 

might make available. At this time the school was under 

Blanco County jurisdiction; for the previous three years 

the area had been included in the third and fourth school 

precincts of Comal County. 2 Since the school was not 

111 county Officers," The Texas Almanac for 1864 
with Statistics, Historical, and Miscellaneous Sketches, 
etc,, ed. D. Richardson (Austin: n.p., 1864), p. 31. 

2From the files of the Boerne Historical Society, 
Boerne, Texas. 
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. officially state supported, each student was charged one 

dollar a month. Mr. Toepperwein's first class contained 

nineteen students. They were Henry and Albert Baumann; 

Anton, .Amalie, and Eduard Bergmann; Ferdinand and Charlotte 

Hagemann; Ernst, Moritz, and Anna Pfeiffer; Franz Schaeger; 

Fredericke, Minna, and Gottlieb Stephan; August and Minna 

Theis; Joseph and Caroline Vogt; and Elsie Wendler. 1 

Classes were held in a stone building located near the 

court house. Later, the twon of Boerne built a large 

school of native stone across the street and, when the 

school became state supported, raised Mr. Toepperwein's 

salary to $165 a month, most of which he used for supplies 

and maintenance of the school. Classes were taught in 

English and German, using McGuffeys Speller and Reader and 

a German series of books published in Cincinnati. 2 

To ease the hardships in the new world and to 

promote fellowship, settlers established organizations 

within the community. In 1860, they created the Boerne 

Gesang Verein, with Carl Dienger as director and H. Clauss, 

Gottlieb Stephan, Henry Wendler, F. Lohmann, Hermann 

1Emilie Toepperwein and Fritz A. Toepperwein, 
"Boerne's First School Teacher," The Boerne Star Centen
nial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 2. 

2Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
p. 214. 
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Toepperwein, Max Falkenstein, Anton Bergmann, Albert 

Schluter, R. Brotz, William Vogt, Gunther Froebel, William 

Dietert, and Henry Dietert as early members. This group 

participated in New Braunfels in the first Saengerfest 

after the Civil War in 1866. In 1881, the Boerne Gesang 

Verein together with six other area societies formed the 

West Texas Hill Singers League. The charter groups were 

the Boerne Gesang Verein, Carl Dienger, director; Comfort 

Liederstafel, Edward Smith, director; Fredericksburg 

Concordia, Fritz Hartmann, director; Kerrville Concordia, 

Edmond Schmidt, director; Walhalla Singing Society, 

Captain Julius Bose, director; and the Smithson Valley 

Echo, Herman Dietel, director. Boerne hosted the first 

singing festival for this league in October 1881 g

1 

Another organization was the Boerne Schuetzen 

Verein organized in 1866 by William Kuhfuss on his 

property near Main Street. Early members who attended 

were Reinhold Kutzer, Reinhard Kutzer, John F. Stendebach, 

Anton Bergmann, Joseph Phillip, William Kuhfuss, Paul 

Toepperwein, and John Werner. Members held contests and 

awarded prizes to those who excelled in sharpshooting. 

Early members used muzzle loaders, replacing them with 

111 Singers in Hills II The Boerne Star Centennial 
Edition, 18 August 1949, s~c. 6. 
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Spencer and Ballard rifles as they became available. 

Refreshments of keg beer were often served at these 

meetings. 1 The organizations were well supported by 

residents of the community because they were a continua

tion of a life with which they were familiar, and these 

societies provided them with entertainment. 

During the Civil War years, the small village did 

not expand in businesses or inhabitants. Times were dif

ficult and communications were slow. German immigration 

ceased since all ports were blockaded. Texas had seceded 

from the Union and everyone was affected. There were 

mixed emotions among the Germans as elsewhere in Texas 

and the South, although most Hill Country Germans were not 

in favor of the war. In order to keep peace between Union 

and Confederate sympathizers and protect the settlers from 

roving bands of Indians, since government troops were 

being used to fight the war, they organized the Union 

Loyal League in 1861. Men from Kendall County and sur

rounding counties were members of this organization but 

only a few men from Boerne belonged. In July 1862, the 

army declared martial law and Colonel J.M. Duff, along 

with troops, moved to Boerne. The local men were 

111 Boerne Shooting Club," The Boerne Star Centen
nial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 5. 
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encouraged to swear allegiance to the Confederacy or else 

leave the South. Texas appointed Joseph Graham as provost 

marshall and organized volunteer reserve groups. One such 

group was approved by the tenth legislature of Texas in 

December 1863, and was organized and in operation by March 

1864, under the command of Brigadier General J. D. McAdoo 

who controlled the Third Military District. Kendall 

County was included by this act and Captain William E. 

Jones was appointed local commander. The volunteers were 

paid two Confederate dollars a day and had regular mili

tary training sessions. Sixty-five men from Boerne vol

unteered to join this group. 1 

Few actual military operations were conducted in 

the Boerne area during the Civil War, although the Con

federacy established a prison camp on the Herff Ranch, 

confiscating the ranch for this purpose. Whether actual 

Union soldiers were ever kept here it is not known, but 

the Confederates made use of all the resources the Herff 

Ranch had to offer. Confederate officials took horses for 

military use and butchered sheep and cattle. 2 The times 

1nstate Frontier Organization," Texas State 
Almanac for 1865 with Statistics, Descriptive, and 
Biographical Sketches, etc,, ed. D. Richardson (Austin: 
n . p • , 1 8 64 ) , p • 44 . · 

2Herff, The Doctors Herff, I: 56-57. 
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were exceedingly difficult not only because of the war 

but because numerous Indian raids occurred with every full 

moon; and it seemed there was little, if any, protection. 

Thus, the settlement welcomed with relief the end of the 

war and Boerne was again able to prosper. 

The 1870s brought many changes in the community 

as the area began to increase in population and there was 

more of a demand for improved communications and trans

portation. One such communications improvement occurred 

in 1875 when the first telegraph lines were stretched 

through the area. Cedar posts from the cedar brakes in 

Kruetzburg were used to support the lines. Eugene Laue 

was the first operator and the office was located in 

August Staff el' s store. 1 

At the same time it became evident that there was 

a need for a published newspaper. Machines or facilities 

were not available during the early years of the settle~ 

ment and settlers circulated a handwritten newspaper in 

German. In 1875, C. G. Vogel and his wife, Ettie, moved 

to Boerne and noted there was not a printed paper for the 

community. That srune year Vogel decided to alleviate this 

deficiency and traveled to New Orleans to purchase 

1 Fritz A. Toepperwein, "Boerne' s First Telegraph," 
The Boerne Star Centennial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 2. 



printing equipment. After obtaining the equipment, he 

began his newspaper business with a paper entitled Union 

Land Register. With each issue he stated the purpose of 

publication as an "Interest of real estate, law, agri-

lt d . • t • II 1 cu ure an 1rnm1gra ion. The newspaper was printed in 

English with a weekly column in German; advertisements 

included businesses from Kendall, Blanco, and Bandera 

Counties. 

In the early 1880s, the Vogels sold the paper to 

F. W. Schweppe, a local attorney, who changed the name to 

the Boerne Advance. His staff included A.G. Vogt, Frank 

Boyce, and Henry East. Local and area news was reported 

in this newspaper. In 1888, an advertisement for the 

Boerne Advance ran as follows: 

The Boerne paper is published at Boerne, Texas, 
a growing town in the mountains of Southwestern 
Texas. Located on the northwestern branch of the 
San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railway, a great 
health and pleasure resort, and naturally the 
greatest county north, west, and east. The Boerne 
paper has a large circulation, brings all news 
items that happen in this section of the country, 
regardless of expense and is edited with vim, 
vinegar, and vitroil. 

It is the best advertising medium northwest of 
San .Antonio. Rates of advertising given on 

1Newspaper file--Boerne Historical Society, 
Boerne, Texas. 
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application. Subscription $1 .25 per annum. All 
letters should be addressed to F. W. Schweppe, 
Boerne, Texas.1 

In 1890, John Guthrie purchased the equipment and 

established the Boerne Post, which he operated until 1906, 

when he sold it to L. N. Cook, who established the Boerne 

Post and Star. The times had changed and a strictly 

English language newspaper was printed. Mr. Cook sold 

the Boerne Post and Star to W. G. Davis in October 1908. 

He dropped Post from the name and published the Boerne 

Star, which continues to be the only local newspaper. 2 

Road conditions around and into Boerne from the 

surrounding towns were difficult and often dangerous. Due 

to these conditions few travelers passed through the area. 

During the 1850s, the stagecoach from San Antonio came 

through only once a week when weather permitted. The road 

they traveled was winding and unpaved with many rocks and 

deep ruts. There were no bridges and several streams had 

to be crossed.3 After the Civil War the county completed 

some road improvements, making travel easier. By the 

1870s, stagecoaches came through more often, and in the 

1Ibid. 

2Ibid. 

3Herff, The Doctors Herff, I: 95. 
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early 1880s, several stagecoach lines used Boerne as a 

rest stop. Two important lines were the Butterfield Stage 

and. El Paso Stage Line. 1 Mail began to arrive once a day. 

But faster railroad service eventually caused the stage

coach lines to become an outmoded form of transportation, 

and the fall of 1895 was the last time a stagecoach • 

stopped in Boerne. 

During the height of the stagecoach era in Boerne, 

there were several stagecoach rest stops where fresh horses 

and accommodations for travelers were provided. The elite 

rest stops were the Phillip Manor House built in 1869; the · 

Kendall House, sometimes referred to as 0 1 Grady Inn; and 

the Boerne Hotel, originally the Reed residence built in 

1859. For those who did not wish to stay in these inns, 

several residents in town also provided accommodations for 

the weary travelers. 

In 1887, the San .Antonio and Aransas Pass Rail

road made its first trip to Boerne from San .Antonio. 

Dr. Ferdinand Herff helped this dream become a reality 

when he donated land on which the track was to be laid. 

1Allan A. Stovall, Breaks in the Balcones, ed. 
Wanda Pope and Allan Stovall (Austin: Firm Foundation 
Publishing House, 1967), p. 94. 
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For payment he received a free transportation pass and an 

engine was named in his honor. 1 

The railroad brought many changes to the small 

community. Two trains a day came through, establishing 

regular mail service. Boerne could regularly keep in 

touch with the outside world. More travelers arrived 

since travel time was shortened and the train provided 

more comfort than a stagecoach. Also, the fare was in

expensive. The latest equipment, such as the windmill, 

could now be easily shipped to residents of the town. 

The area residents began to replace their hand-dug wells 

and buckets, that were operated by chain-hoist windlasses, 

with pipeline drill shafts and with pumps powered by 

windmills. Also, farmers and ranchers could now ship 

their produce to the market in San Antonio in a shorter 

length of time. Merchants also introduced luxuries to 

the residents--especially refrigerated food such as gulf 

fish and California fruits. 2 

The city continued to thrive and by 1876, Boerne 

was included on a main cattle trail north, the Western 

Trail or Dodge City Trail. The main portion of the trail 

1Herff, The Doctors Herff, I: 99. 
2Ibid. 
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passed through Bexar, Kendall, Gillespie, Mason, McCulloch, 

Coleman, Callahan, and Shackelford counties on to Ft. Grif

fin before reaching the final destination of Dodge City, 

Kansas. 1 The ranchers in the Boerne area benefited from 

the trail as they could more conveniently send their cattle 

to market. When the cattle drives came through town there 

was always such excitement and news. Moving large herds 

of cattle was slow; the distance generally covered was ten 

to twelve miles a day and usually some of the townspeople 

would follow them for a day's journey. 

As noted above, Boerne, because of the fresh air, 

low humidity, and high elevation, became a health resort. 

Rumors of miraculous cures of Dr. Ferdinand Herff's 

patients circulated and by 1878, numerous afflicted people 

moved to the village. Victims suffering from lung disease, 

usually tuberculosis, referred to as consumption, came to 

Boerne either by doctors recommendations or on their own 

accord. After the operation of the railroad, hundreds of 

victims began to relocate in the town. The fare was 

inexpensive and trains provided comfortable transportation 

for an unhealthy person. At first, the residents of the 

town were not greatly affected by these individuals but 

1William c. Pool, A Historical Atlas of Texas 
(Austin: The Encino Press, 1975), p. 122. 
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as time passed they grew tired of the constant sight of 

"pitiful, emaciated invalids. 111 Often times, the disease 

was not fatal and a tubercular patient would live for 

years and work in the small town. According to Dr. Herff, 

the railroad station agent and the conductor were two such 

people. As Hugo Clauss so aptly stated, "Whosoever come 

to Boerne in time and remains long enough recovers from 

tuberculosis or grows old in spite of it. 112 For those who 

could not be employed and needed special attention, sani

tariums were constructed to house them. Infected persons 

continually invaded the town to stay at St. Mary's Sani

tarium, operated by the Sisters of Incarnate Word. 

Finally, by the early 189Os, the sanitariums were over

flowing and the boarding houses and hotels began to refuse 

the "coughing, spitting, doomed unfortunates."3 For many 

people the move to Boerne did not perform a miraculous 

cure and numerous deaths occurred; when this news spread, 

the numbers coming decreased. 

As the numbers of tubercular patients began to 

ease, a resort area began to appear; with the availability 

1Herff, The Doctors Herff, I: 100. 
2c1auss, "Boerne and the Cibolo Valley," sec. 4-. 

3Herff, The Doctors Herff, I: 101. 
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of large hotels there was never a lack of accommodations. 

Even residents from San Antonio would use Boerne as a · 

weekend resort, although travelers came from all over the 

United States. The railroad greatly contributed to the 

success of Boerne as a resort area. The travelers were 

not limited to one season and the mild winters, beautiful 

scenery, and availability of outdoor sports were incentives 

to encourage people to come year around. 

Comfort 

Comfort's beginnings differ from those of Sister

dale and Boerne, as the town was not established as a 

Latin settlement but was founded for reasons aptly stated 

by the Neu Braunfelser Zeitung in 1854. 

As we understand, the plan is for Comfort to become 
a little town. The Germans like to live together 
in small towns, where, besides the advantages of 
town life, such as sociableness, the nearness to 
medical help, and schools, the pleasures and inde
pendence of rural life may be enjoyed. 1 

The area where the town was founded was owned by 

John Vles, the president of a New Orleans cotton business. 

His holdings, which were twenty miles northwest of Boerne, 

consisted of a league and a labor of land located near the 

111 comfort II Neu Braunfelser Zeitung, 8 December 
1854, p. 1, col. 5, quoted in Rudolph Leopold BieseleS 
The History of the German Settlements in Texas 1831-1 61 
(Austin: n. p. , 19 30) , p. 1 7 5. 
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Guadalupe River. Vles had purchased the land without 

visiting the area and he decided he needed to have it 

checked for agricultural purposes. Ernst Hermann Altgelt, 

an employee of his firm who understood both German and 

English, arrived in the area to survey and inspect his 

holdings. 1 

Altgelt, while on his way to the land, paused in 

New Braunfels long enough to organize a survey party. The 

group included L. Grothaus, a surveyor, Fritz Goldbeck, 

Louis von Breitinbauch, and Fr. Brunckow. Von Breitinbauch 

and Brunckow were formerly from the Latin settlement of 

Sisterdale. Also included with the group were Christian 

Flach, Hermann Schimmelpfennig, and Anton Beyer and his 

wife. Mrs. Beyer cooked for the group. 2 They completed 

the surveying during the months of July and August 1854. 

Altgelt was very impressed with the land area and pur

chased one thousand acres from F. H. Schladoer, who was 

already living in the vicinity. He then contacted Vles 

and suggested the idea of establishing a community. Vles 

approved, and Altgelt chose the site for the settlement 

on the left bank of the Cypress Creek, near the point 

1Bennett, Kerr County, p. 11. 

2Ragsdale, The Golden Free Land, p. 154. 
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where it flows into the Guadalupe. Altgelt selected 

Comfort to be the name of the town, picking this name 

with the idea that once hardships were overcome the town 

could be a place of comfort for the settlers. 1 

Several German families were already located in 

the vicinity when Altgelt arrived in 1854. They had moved 

to the area early in 1852. The settlers included Theodore 

Wiedenfeld, F. H. Schladoer, Fritz Schladoer, Carl W. 

Wiedenfeld, Michael Lindner, Gottlieb Sauer, C. W. Boerner, 

Nicolaus Zink, and Miss Rosalie Hess, who lived with 

Theodore Wiedenfeld and his wife. After the survey was 

completed, several more German settlers moved into the 

area. Several of the surveyors remained while others from 

the surrounding towns of Sisterdale, San Antonio, and New 

Braunfels began to arrive. These early settlers were 

G. F. Holekamp, Gottfried Schellhase, Carl Herbst, Fritz 

Sauer, John Hoerner, and Heinrich Witthold. The next year 

the families of Christian Flach, Hermann Wille, G. Vetter

lein, K. Roggenbucke, and G. Stieler relocated to the 

growing community. Several others arrived before 1861. 

They included Otto Brinkmann, Adolph Rosenthal, H. 

Seidensticker, Emil Karger, Carl Heinen, August Faltin, 

1Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
p. 174. 
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L. Storhacker, Friedrich Ferner, Emil Serger, Christian 

Dietert, Henry Schwethelm, Ernst Schwethelm, Gustav Steves, 

A. Bohnert, Peter Ingenhuett, and Heinrich Boerner. 1 

G. F. Holekamp was the first to construct a log 

cabin and move his family into the future town of Comfort. 

Others soon followed and the size of the settlement began 

to increase with new homes and businesses. Altgelt was 

the first to oversee the construction of a saw and grist 

mill on the Cypress Creek, built by Christian Dietert and 

Nicolaus Zink. This building was arranged through 

Altgelt's employer Vles. Due to flooding and then drought, 

the enterprise lasted only two years. 2 During the Civil 

War, Carl Kutzer built a flour mill on the Guadalupe. 

This mill proved to be very convenient for the settlers 

since the failure of Altgelt's mill had forced them to 

take wheat and grain to Guenther's mill on Live Oak Creek 

near Fredericksburg or to the Christian Rhodius mill in 

Sisterdale. The first wheat was reported grown by Theodore 

Wiedenfeld and H. Schladoer in 1860 and therefore required 

the building of the mill. Robert Pfeiffer later erected 

a saw mill along the Guadalupe in the mid 1860s, and this 

1Ibid., p. 175. 

2Ibid. 
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venture proved to be very successful. Other goods were 

supplied by a store opened by Altgelt for the convenience 

of the settlers. 1 

Occupations of the settlers varied from shingle 

making to farming and ranching to the burning of lime. 

Cypress trees were prevalent in the area and many settlers 

made their livelihood by splitting shingles, shipping them 

by ox team to San Antonio or Fredericksburg. The most 

unique occupation was the burning of lime. Limestone was 

prevalent throughout the area and was excellent for 

building sturdy structures and for the making of mortar. 

Experienced masons from Germany brought knowledge of this 

technique with them to Comfort. To burn the lime they 

used hand-dug underground kilns similar to those used in 

Germany. After these masons perfected the lime kiln in 

the new world, the settlers began to use the native rock 

to build their homes instead of using logs, as the rock 

structures were sturdier and were excellent protection 

against Indian attackers. Theodore Wiedenfeld's barn, 

1Guido E. Ransleben, A Hundred Years of Comfort 
in Texas (San .Antonio: The Naylor Company, 1974), 
p. 52. 



built in 1853, was the first structure of this nature to 

be constructed in the Comfort area. 1 

Education was also important to the settlers in 

Comfort as in other areas of Kendall County. When an 

American named Glass decided to organize a school in 1856, 

he met with the full approval of the community. He was 

later replaced by Gustav Steves. Later instructors were 

Louis von Breitinbauch, W. Mueller, Mrs. Ernst Altgelt, 

Adolph Rosenthal, and Carl Herbst. A small log cabin was 

constructed with one door and window for use as the 

schoolhouse. The decor was rustic and not especially 

designed for the comfort of the students, as the benches 

they used lacked back supports. School supplies were 

limited and it was not until some years later that a 

chalkboard was provided. 2 

Mail service was sporadic, as it was in most areas 

of Texas. Once a week, when weather permitted, mail was 

carried by pony between Sisterdale and Comfort. George 

Holekamp, age nine, son of G. F. Holekamp, carried the 

mail once a week in 1855 to von Behr in Sisterdale and 

1 Margaret Kretzmeir, "A History of the Limestone 
Kilns in Comfort," The Comfort News, 9 March 1978, sec. 1, 
p. 2. 

2Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
p. 214. 
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in turn brought mail to Comfort. Theodore Goldbeck was 

appointed first postmaster in July of 1856 and thus im

provements were made in the mail service to Comfort. 1 

Organizations were established by these early 

settlers in hopes of retaining some of their more enjoy

able aspects of life from the German Confederation and 

also to add enjoyment and relaxation to their lives. 

Thomas Ingenhuett organized a rifle club in 1856. This 

club was used not only for enjoyment but also to help the 

settlers improve their shooting ability in case of Indian 

attack. The same year Hermann Schirnmelpfennig organized 

a quartet, consisting of Ernst Altgelt, Fritz Goldbeck, 

C. W. Boerner, and G. F. Holekamp, which provided musical 

entertainment at gatherings. In January of 1870, an 

opportunity for further musical entertainment was provided 

by the Comfort Liederstafel, organized with the purpose of 

preserving German folksongs. Singing for weddings and 

other occasions were not limited to the group; they also 

sang for occasions of sorrow or funerals. 2 

The settlers also realized a need for a community 

newspaper, creating a handwritten paper entitled Der 

1Bennett, Kerr County, p. 85. 
2Ransleben, A Hundred Years of Comfort, P· 156. 
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Bettelsack. The more educated men in the community con

tributed the information to be written. Some of the more 

frequent contributors were Dr. Otto Mehlis, G. F. Holekamp, 

Louis von Breitinbauch, Carl Herbst, Fritz Goldbeck, and 

Theodore Goldbeck; but this newspaper lasted only a few 

years. 

On January 26, 1856, Comfort was included in the 

new county of Kerr. A contemporary of the time Emma 

Altgelt described the circumstances: 

Thus a part of upper Bexar County was separated 
from it and constituted a new county. By all the 
rules, Comfort should have become the county seat. 
A large number of .Americans, however, were not 
friendly to the Germans and brought in illegal 
votes, proposing as a county seat a place on the 
upper Guadalupe, which they called Kerrville. How 
much excitement and bitter hatred such an election 
can cause one can find out only in the new world. 1 

The election was held March 30, 1860, with Comfort winning 

by a huge majority. The town held this honor until 1862, 

when Comfort was placed by the Texas Legislature in the 

new county of Kendall. The Comfort residents realized as 

early as 1859 that they could possibly be redistricted and 

therefore petitioned against the formation of the new 

county. Seventy-nine settlers of the eighty-nine settlers 

1 Dielmann, "Emma Al tgel t' s Sketches," p. 382. 
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who signed the petition were of German descent. 1 The 

petition was disregarded by the legislature in 1862 and 

the change was an extreme disappointment for the com

munity. 

With the approach of the Civil War, many settlers 

in the Comfort area were disturbed over the question of 

secession. The result of the vote in Comfort was fifteen 

for and forty-two against; when Texas decided to secede 

it created a considerable tension among the Comfort set

tlers.2 When the state removed the federal troops that 

patrolled the area protecting residents from Indian raids, 

the Germans decided to organize the Union Loyal League. 

The members desired to stay neutral and maintain peace at 

home and not be forced to join the Confederate Army. They 

held their first meeting late in 1861, with representatives 

from the surrounding communities attending, and published 

a statement of their intentions. They held a second 

meeting at Bear Creek in Gillespie County in July 1862, 

when sympathizers from Kerr, Kendall, Edwards, Kimble, and 

Gillespie Counties were present, and organized three 

1Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
P. 1 76. 

2Ibid., p. 206. 
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companies of men to protect various settlements in the 

area. The Confederate Government regarded this as a 

hostile action, declared martial law, and sent James M. 

Duff to control the area. The Governor of Texas at the 

same time announced that persons who refused to pledge 

allegiance to the Confederacy had thirty days to leave 

Texas. Major Fritz Tegener, the elected major of the 

Union Loyal League, quickly disbanded the three companies 

to prove they had honorable intentions. 

The members of the League met again on August 1, 

1862, at Turtle Creek in Kerr County to decide whether 

the best decision would be to leave or stay. Sixty-eight 

decided to leave for Mexico, perhaps to stay there for the 

duration of the war or to meet with federal forces to 

fight the Confederate Government. Since they felt their 

lives were not endangered they leisurely traveled toward 

the border, passing the time by hunting. Each man had a 

horse but for the size of the group they were poorly 

armed. Duff, with 125 armed men, had captured a member 

of the League while he was searching for his strayed 

horse. They pursued the fleeing Germans and early in the 

morning of August 10 caught them by surprise at their camp 

on the Nueces River. Only forty Germans were camped in

stead of the supposed sixty-eight, because several hours 
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earlier twenty-eight had decided to return to the Hill 

Country; they traveled a different route and therefore 

missed Duff and his group. The Germans were able to 

resist the attackers for about an hour. German casual

ties were twenty-three killed. This figure included the 

wounded who were executed where they lay on the battle

field, by orders of Duff, as he wanted no prisoners. 

Duff received more extensive losses than he had expected, 

as ten were killed and forty-five wounded. The seventeen 

Germans left decided to scatter, several were able to 

return home, three succeeded in traveling through Mexico 

to New Orleans to enlist in the Texas Cavalry Regiment, 

and seven were l{illed at the Rio Grande by Duff's troops. 

The bodies of the Germans at the Nueces River were left 

to rot on the open land. In 1865, Comfort residents, 

led by Captain Schwethelm, who survived the massacre, 

gathered the bones and returned them to the Hill Country 

where they erected a monument over the common grave in 

memorial to these brave men. This memorial is the only 

Union monument south of the Mason-Dixon line. The 

inscription lists the men killed at the Battle of the 

Nueces and at the Rio Grande. 
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Treue der Union 
(Loyal to the Union) 

Gefallen, am 10 August 1862 am Nueces 
(Killed at the Nueces August 10, 1862) 

Ludwig Bauer 
F. Behrens 
Ernst Beseler 
Louis Boerner 
Albert Bruns 
Hugo Degener 

Fritz Vater 
Hilmar Degener 
Pablo Dias 
Heinrich Markwart 
Christian Schaefer 
Louis Schierholz 

Heinrich Steves 
Johann Geo. Kalenberg 
Emil Schreiner 
Wilhelm Telgmann 
Michael Weyrich 
Heinrich Weyershausen 
Adolph Vater 

Genfangen genomrnen und ermordet 
(Captured and Murdered) 

Wilheim Boerner 
Theodore Buckisch 
Conrad Bock 

F. Tays 
Herman Flick 
August Luckenbach 

Louis Ruebesamen 
Adolph Ruebesamen 
Heinrich Stieler 

Gefallen, am 18 October 1862 run Rio Grande 
(Killed October 18, 1862, at the Rio Grande) 

Joseph Elstner 
Ernst Felsing 
Peter Bonnet 

H. Hermann 
Valentine Hohmann 
Moritz Weiss 

Franz Weiss 1 Fritz Lange 

The community was slow in recovering from their 

loses during the Civil War years, but it was able to 

survive and thus continued to grow, thrive, and provide 

the necessary commodities and spiritual and mental needs 

of the residents. 

There are several smaller communities within the 

Kendall County area that were influenced by the settlers 

1 Ransleben, A Hundred Years of Comt:ort, PP• 93-9l1-. 
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from the German Confederation. These communities usually 

consisted of a combination post office and general store 

that provided goods and services to the rural residents of 

the county, most of whom were of German descent • . 

Cypress Creek 

Since Cypress Creek is in close proximity to 

Comfort, the early German settlers were included in the 

Comfort section. In actuality, Theodore Wiedenfeld, 

Heinrich Schladoer, Fritz Sauer, and others who settled 

in the area in 1852 were slowly on the way toward estab

lishing a separate settlement. However, with the founding 

of Comfort in 1854, they were never able to compete be

cause the location of Comfort proved to be more favorable 

for a town. Therefore, Cypress Creek remained a farming 

settlement. 

Kendalia 

Germans settled in the area of Kendalia as early 

as 1852, raising sheep, goats, horses, and cattle. The 

town of Kendalia, located twenty-five miles north of 

Boerne, was not established until July 1883, when Carl 

Gustav Vogel, editor of the Union Land Register of Boerne, 

decided to venture into real estate. His slogan was "Buy 
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a Mountain Home in the Sunny South." 1 Originally the area 

was known as Beck's Flat and in 1883 was renamed Kendalia 

by Vogel's wife, Ettie. It is probable that she named the 

town after George Wilkins Kendall, the name sake of the 

county, as he had resided in this area until his death in 

1867. 

Vogel had grand intentions for his new tovm since 

he provided areas for a college, a steam mill, a cotton 

gin, a square named Vogel, a park named Spring Garden, a 

church, and a school. On the town plat the streets, which 

never became an actuality, were named after settlers in 

the area. Such names were Loeffler, Jones, Graham, Martin, 

Vogel Avenue, Schryner Avenue, Graveley, Harrison, Kessler, 

Richardson, Arthur, Ireland Avenue, Kendall Avenue, Davis, 

Carliste, Pannell, Hubbar, McLane, Hosack, Ryan, and 

Melcher . .Although few of the streets were named after 

the German settlers there were many living in the area. 

They included such families as the Knibbes, Herrins, 

Gourleys, Kneuppers, Krause, Schmidts, Kaisers, and 

Schuetz. 

pated. 

Texas. 

The settlement did not grow as Vogel had antici

Settlers did establish a combination general store 

1Personal files of Mrs. Monte Walker, Kendalia, 
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and post office with Ira Toler as the first postmaster. 

A humorous incident concerning the post office occurred 

when a hopeful robber broke into the office and found only 

twenty-seven cents. Dr. Herrin, an area doctor, opened 

a small drug store and doctor's office. Although a cotton 

gin, school building, and church were constructed in the 

designated places, the community never attained the dreams 

of Carl Gustav Vogel. 1 

Currie Creek 

Currie Creek, often incorrectly spelled Curry's 

Creek, is located three miles from Kendalia. The creek 

is lined with meadows and wooded patches of cypress, live 

oak, and cedar trees. The earliest settler, Currie, an 

American, arrived in 1847, built a saw mill in 1850, and 

rented it to a German settler who had fled from Germany 

for political reasons. 2 The mill, powered by water from 

the creek, milled mostly cypress trees, taking the lumber 

by ox team to San Antonio or Fredericksburg. 

In 1856, a man named Robinson erected a grist 

mill, powered by water, grinding wheat and corn for the 

1 Ibid. 
201msted, Journey Through Texas, p. 123. 
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settlers. Frank C. Kaiser, a resident, remembers as a 

boy helping harvest the wheat to be ground with a cradle 

sythe and tying the sheaves by hand. His payment for this 

service was a half a bushel of wheat. 1 

In the early 1850s, Currie Creek was a thriving 

community containing about one hundred persons in and 

around the area. They built a post office and school and 

employed, in the late 1850s, an instructor named Randell 

who taught school for seven months a year. 2 

Indian attacks were numerous in the area of Currie 

Creek and on August 25, 1870, Company C of the Texas 

Rangers was organized for protection against the Indian 

attacks. The group elected John Samson as captain; he 

commanded a company consisting of men of both German and 

American descent from the community.3 

Charcoal City 

Charcoal City was a city in loose translation and 

has never been recognized on a Texas map, but it did exist. 

German settlers in the area provided the backbone for the 

operation. The area of Charcoal City followed the 

1Frank c. Kaiser, Reminiscences of a_Texas Ranger, 
ed. A. G. Skinner (Austin: n.p., 1967), p. 5. 

2Ibid. 

3Ibid., p. 13. 
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Guadalupe River from Sisterdale in Kendall County to New 

Braunfels in Comal County. 

The first settlers who arrived in the early 1850s 

were of German descent. Land was plentiful and excellent 

for farming and ranching, the primary occupations by which 

residents made their livelihood. During slack times, 

these farmers burned cedar, which they cleared from their 

land, to form charcoal. This type of charcoal was in 

demand because it burned evenly with little smoke and no 

ashes. 1 German farmers hauled the finished product to 

San Antonio by ox team and sold it to individuals or 

businesses. 

The German farmers did not always have time to 

burn the cedar they cleared as the charcoal process was 

time consuming because of the constant attention required. 

So when drifters carne through searching for jobs, they 

would provide them with the work of clearing the land or 

burning the charcoal. Often times the Germans hired the 

drifters to clear the land so that they could plant more 

crops or grasses. Their payment would be the wood and a 

place to burn it. Although the work was hard, many came 

1Fritz A. Toepperwein, Charcoal and Charcoal 
Burners (Boerne, Texas: Highland Press, 1950), pp. 8-9. 
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to pursue this occupation because cedar was prevalent and 

the word began to spread of the opportunity of employment. 1 

The city reached its height in 1880. Even then 

settlers never built the actual conveniences and activ

ities of city life, providing only mail service. Casper 

Sueltenfuss was appointed postmaster for the area in 1890 

and he named the post office Schiller after the German 

poet. 2 Charcoal burning was strenuous work and often the 

workers lived in poverty because of low prices, which 

effected the actual development of the city. 

Although few Germans actually participated in 

Charcoal City, they helped contribute to its livelihood 

and the economy of the county. In 1919, with decreased 

demand for charcoal, the city began to disperse. 

Waring 

Five miles west of Sisterdale and six miles east 

of Comfort on the north bank of the Guadalupe, settlers 

established a post office in 1880 in the community of 

Windsor. A number of the residents had settled here as 

early as 1849 and since the area continued to increase 

in population a post office had become a necessity. 

1 Ibid., pp. 6-7. 
2Ibid., p. 5. 
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The community began as a crossroad stop for 

travelers in the area. The stagecoach from San Antonio 

to Fredericksburg stopped here, as did travelers and 

freighters from Comfort to Sisterdale. The area was 

commonly traveled since the Guadalupe was less dangerous 

to ford at Windsor. 

At the same time, on the south bank of the Guada

lupe, Robert Waring established Waringford. A number of 

the settlers in the area were of English or Irish descent 

and therefore gave their communities English names. In 

1886, the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad laid 

tracks from Fredericksburg to Kerrville, passing through 

Waringford. Windsor could not compete and thus was forced 

to combine with Waringford. A railroad porter shortened 

the name to Waring, because he called Waring instead of 

Waringford when the train arrived, and the new name became 

common. 

Germans gradually began to move into the community. 

Early German settlers included the Fischers, Bauers, 

Wollschlaegers, Rusts, Treibers, Zoellers, Hauflers, and 

Offers. Several of these settlers quickly incorporated 

themselves into the community. August Offer opened a 

saloon, store, and dance hall, and Herman Rust opened a 
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blacksmith business. 1 .All the German settlers easily 

adjusted to their English and .American neighbors. 

The community at its height included a saloon, 

blacksmith shop, barber shop, three grocery and general 

stores, and a post office. A school was not established 

until late in 1889. 

Welfare 

Originally, Welfare was known as Bon Ton, but 

due to conflicting names with another community they were 

forced to change their name. A group of residents 

gathered together and chose to name their community 

Welfare. It has been reported the name was chosen pecause 

the residents had "fared well" in the area. 2 Early German 

settlers included c. Beseler, Albert Ammann, William and 

John Hein, Gething, Vanderstratten, and August and Henry 

Poehnert. 

The community was located on the main road between 

San Antonio and Fredericksburg; therefore, it was a stage

coach stop for many years. Beginning in 1876, the White 

House Ranch owned by Le Grand White became a stagecoach 

1 Eva Blaschke, "The Waring Story," Waring, 1976. 
( Mimeographed. ) 

2Jack Maquire, "This Is Texas," The Texas Parade, 
October 1971+. 
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stop with a boarding house for guests. This was the 

only stop between Boerne and Comfort. Railroad service 

replaced the stagecoach in 1889 when the Texas and New 

Orleans Line laid tracks through the community. 

With the addition of a faster transportation 

system, the town began to thrive and improve mail service. 

Previous to this, mail had been delivered twice a week by 

stagecoach and now it came daily. Gottfried Knoepfli, 

appointed postmaster in 1886, distributed the mail and 

upon his death C. Beseler replaced him. 1 In 1890, a gen

eral store operated by a Mr. Levy was opened. A saloon, 

hotel, and cotton gin were also constructed for the 

convenience of the residents and travelers. 

Since many families with children lived in the 

area, a one room school was established in 1878. Early 

teachers were Misses Helcher, Earnest, Kemper, Priest, 

Reitz, and Mr. F. W. Schweppe. Living quarters were 

f th ·t 2 urnished for the teachers by residents in e communi y. 

Farming was the main occupation of the residents 

in Welfare. These farmers, to increase their profit, 

would combine their work loads with their neighbors. 

1P. J. Laas, "Welfare," The Boerne Star Centen
nial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 2. 

2 Ibid. 
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One man would own a thrasher and all the men would organ

ize their efforts with him to harvest the crops on his 

farm, then the group would move on to other farms in the 

community until all the crops were harvested. They then 

shipped them by ox team and later by railroad to the 

nearest market, San Antonio. 1 Other farm products such 

as cream, milk, eggs, and hogs were also shipped with the 

grain. 

Engel's Crossing or Bergheim 

In 1891, Andreas Engel, who came from Austria in 

1885, and his wife settled near the Guadalupe River 

several miles from the Schiller and Guadalupe post offices. 

He built a trading store the same year, along with a cotton 

gin and corn mill; later he added a dance pavilion. His 

location proved excellent for business since he was located 

near a crossing of the Guadalupe, and all the settlers in 

the area came to trade their goods. A large portion of 

his business was from the residents of Charcoal City who 

traded charcoal for food which he sold in San Antonio. 

Fewer people began to use the Schiller post office, so in 

1 K. Macksick, "Welfare Not on Welfare," Sherman 
Democract, 7 September 1973, sec. 3, p. 2a. 
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1901, the officials moved the post office to Engel's 

store, which he named Bergheim, meaning "home in the 

hills. 111 

Several smaller settlements established by the 

German immigrants in Kendall County were Kruetzburg, 

Grapetown, and Lindendale. On Good Friday in 1847, 

Vincent Phillip placed a cross on a hill top near his 

home to give thanks for arriving safely to the new world. 

From this time on the community became known as Kruetz

burg or Cross Hill. German settlers from Fredericksburg 

in search of abundant wildlife, larger cattle ranges, 

and less crowded conditions established Grapetown in 

1855. Another was the community of Lindendale estab

lished in 1872 by Germans traveling through the area who 

decided to remain because of a grove of Linden trees 

which have unique heart shaped leaves. These three com

munities supplied the farmers and ranchers with a school 

house, which usually doubled as a community center for 

the area , a post off ice, and a general store. 

The attempts of the German immigrants to settle 

in the Kendall County area and build communities was 

successful. These hardworking and conscientious settlers 

1 Alfred Engel, "The Life of Andreas Engel, 11 

Bergheim, Texas, 1976. (Typewritten.) 
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endeavored to adapt as quickly as possible to their 

"promised land" and yet preserve their heritage. A large 

majority of them were well educated and this cultural 

heritage greatly influenced the establishment of schools, 

businesses, and organizations. Boerne and Comfort were 

the largest and most prosperous settlements, due princi

pally to their location. Waring, Welfare, Bergheim, 

Kendalia, and others were established mainly to serve 

the farmer and rancher in the rural area, therefore they 

remained tiny villages providing only for the fundamental 

needs of the settlers. 



CHAPTER IV 

GERM.AN SETTLERS IN KENDALL COUNTY 

To a certain extent, the Germans in the Texas Hill 

Country were clannish and tried to keep their identities 

alive and prospering. Although they learned to speak 

English, they retained the German language and customs 

in their homes. They were described as poor in money but 

rich in brain and brawn with lots of stamina and energy, 

independent and sensitive with strong likes and dislikes 

but without much prejudice. They had a standard of honor 

and dislike of deception in anyone. Their homes were 

always first in their hearts along with their families 

and they planned whenever possible to provide for their 

descendants. 1 Each man included in this chapter possessed 

one or more of the above qualities, and therefore greatly 

influenced the progress of Kendall County. 

Conrad Adam 

Conrad Adam was born December 30, 1828, in 

Tiefenbach, Prussia. He came with his brother, Carl, on 

the ship Franziska in 1854, with his destination being 

1Biggers, German Pioneers in Texas, pp. 49-50. 
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Boerne. Employed by Dr. Ferdinand Herff for a number of 

years as a ranchhand, in 1873 he bought 116 acres of land 

where he farmed and raised livestock. Periodically, he 

would work with his brother driving a meat wagon. They 

traveled through the area selling meat they had raised 

and butchered. 

Conrad supported and served his new home whenever 

the need arose. In 1859, he signed the petition to 

establish Kendall County. After the formation of the 

County, he periodically served on the County jury for the 

salary of $2.00 a day. When the Civil War erupted, Conrad 

volunteered to serve in the County militia, commanded by 

Captain W. E. Jones, and completed forty-three days of 

active duty. In 1869, he swore his allegiance to the 

United States and officially became a citizen. 

Two years after arriving in Texas, he married 

Adelbertha Bergmann. Six children were born to this 

union: Kathinka, Theresa, Emilie, Julius, Bertha, and 

Emma. 

Ernst Hermann Al tgel t 1 

The son of a German privy counselor in Dilsseldorf, 

Germany, Ernst Hermann Altgelt was born July 17, 1832. He 

1 Dielmann, "Emma Al tgel t' s Sketches," p. 363 • 
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received the best classical education possible from a 

German university. After serving in the Prussian Army, 

he decided to seek a new life in the United States. 

Landing in New Orleans, he found employment with a cotton 

firm. In 1854, his employer, John Vles, sent him to 

inspect his land in Texas. Altgelt was so impressed with 

the land he decided to establish a community which he 

named Comfort. 

He met and married Emma Murck in San .Antonio. 

Shortly after their marriage, he took her to his settle

ment in Kendall County where he was supervising the 

building of a saw and flour mill. The mill failed as a 

business venture and this business reverse made Altgelt 

decide to study law in San Antonio; by 1859, he had re

turned to Comfort as a practicing attorney. The same 

year he signed the petition against the formation of 

Kendall County. 

At the age of forty-six, Ernst Altgelt died in 

1878 on his ranch, Wassenburg, located twenty miles north 

of San Antonio. 

Ottomar yon Behr 

Ottomar van Behr was born in Koethen, Saxony

Anhalt in June 1810. His father was a prime minister of 

the Duchy of Anhalt, and Ottomar was able to receive an 
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education in one of Germany's finest universities. He 

traveled extensively in Europe and through various regions 

in the United States. 

In 1847, he published Guter Rath fur Auswanderer, 

which informed German immigrants who were relocating in 

Texas what to expect upon arrival. The information in

cluded a brief history of Texas and a description of the 

land and agricultural aspects. He returned to Texas the 

same year and purchased land from Nicolaus Zink in Kendall 

County. 

Von Behr was an influential and respected person 

in the Sisterdale Community, leading and encouraging many 

activities and celebrations. He joined a quartet in 

Sisterdale which was organized by H. Runge. They sang 

at a number of Saengerfests that were held in the area. 

During the first Saengerfest in 1853, he was placed on a 

committee with Adolf Douai and Gustav Theissen to petition 

the Austin government for a charter to establish a German

English College in Sisterdale, but unfortunately it never 

materialized because of the impending Civil War.
1 

From Germany he brought his extensive scientific 

library, which he opened to the residents in the small 

1vera Flach, A Yankee in German-America Texas Hill 
Country (San Antonio: The Naylor Co., 1973), p. 166. 
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community; not only was he a librarian, but he was also 

a postmaster, justice of the peace, farmer, and rancher. 

He held an interest for almost every subject from medicine 

to music to mineralogy to farming. He even experimented 

with improving the breed of sheep in Texas and imported 

several sheep from Germany to cross with a Mexican breed 

from the area. Due to Indian depredations, his flock soon 

dwindled. 1 Always searching for ways to improve his sur

roundings and striving for efficiency, he devised a pulley 

system to haul water from the Guadalupe River to his cabin 

on a site he had chosen high on a bluff overlooking the 

river. This system worked efficiently for a number of 

years. 2 

Frederick Law Olmsted visited the von Behr home 

in 1852 and was very impressed with his manner. 

He was partly bald but seemed to have an imperturb
able and happy good-nature that gave him eternal 
youth. A genial cultivation beamed from his face. 
He had been a man of marked attainments at home 
(an intimate associate with Humboldt and a friend 
of Goethe's Bettina) and kept up here a warm love 
for nature. His house was the very picture of 

1Terry G. Jordan Ge~m,m Seed in Texas Sail 
(Austin: University of 1exas Press, 1966), p. 1 8. 

2rnterview with Jeron c. Behr, Boerne, Texas, 
21 December 1978. 
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good-nature, science, and backwoods. Romances 
and philosophies were piled in heaps in a corner 
of the logs .1 

When von Behr came to Texas, he brought his new 

bride, Louise Katzfuss, and his two daughters, Bertha and 

Anna, by a previous marriage. After settling in Texas 

his family increased with the births of Alfred, Jennie, 

Ottomar, Jr., and Clara. In 1858, he died of yellow fever 

and was buried in the Mississippi River; he was on a re

turn trip to Texas from Germany where he had left Bertha 

and Anna so that they could further their education. 

Along with the family, the community suffered a great 

loss with his passing. 

Heinrich Bender2 

After the Civil War, Heinrich Bender came to visit 

his brother, Charles, in New Braunfels. He was so im

pressed with the area he purchased 2,200 acres of farm 

land near the Guadalupe River, becoming the owner of the 

Spring Branch Ranch where he became a successful farmer 

and rancher. 

Bender, the son of Peter J. Bender, a farmer and 

wine grower from Worms, Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, came to 

101msted, Journey Through Texas, p. 108. 
2Brown, Indian Wars, p. 420. 
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America in 1861. Upon arrival in New York, he worked at 

odd jobs until he moved to Wabash, Indiana. In 1864, he 

joined the Union forces, serving in Company G, 138th 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and toward the close of the 

war participated in Sherman's "March to the Sea." 

While in Indiana, he met and married Harriet 

Sayers. Eight children were born to this union: Louis 

H., Frederick, Mary, Alice, Rose K., Henry P., Lillie N., 

and William M. Bender. 

C . W. Boerner 1 

On September 3, 1829, in Hanover, Germany, C. 

Wilhelm Boerner was born. In 1851, he decided to come 

to Texas and settled in the Comfort area where he made a . 

living by splitting cypress shingles. There was a market 

for this item since the Texas area was continually growing. 

After following this profession for two years, he joined 

a freighting company and hauled timber to Ft. Mason, Ft. 

Concho, and Ft. Clarke. He married Minnie Shellhase in 

1859 and purchased a nine hundred acre farm. That same 

year he signed the petition against the formation of 

Kendall County. With the outbreak of the Civil War, 

C. W. chose to remain neutral. He began to follow the 

1 Ibid. , p. 505. 
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profession of shoemaker, which had been his occupation in 

Germany. Shoemakers were exempt from service during this 

time. After the war, he returned to farming and ranching 

and followed this livelihood until his death. 

Heinrich Boerner1 

Boerner came to Texas in 1850 from Hanover, 

Germany, where he was born on November 21, 1826. He 

settled in Comal County where he farmed for six years. 

During this time, he married Caroline Schultz. In 1856, 

they moved to the young settlement of Comfort where his 

brother Wilheim was living. 

Heinrich preferred to remain uninvolved during 

the Civil War and therefore did not join the Union Loyal 

League with his brother Wilheim. In 1862, he was filled 

with sorrow to learn of his brother's death at the Battle 

of the Nueces. After the war, he went with the other 

residents of Comfort to bring his brother's remains back 

home. 

Rudolph Carstanjen2 

On August 29, 1827, Rudolph Carstanjen was born 

in Druisburg, Prussia, to Charles Carstanjen, a successful 

1 Ibid. , p. 490. 
2Ibid. 
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merchant. Following the Revolution of 1848, Rudolph came 

to Texas and settled on the Tusculum homestead. After the 

project failed, he moved to Sisterdale, where he purchased 

320 acres of land. He enjoyed the intellectual pursuits 

of these Latin farmers as he held the same interests and 

was educationally their equal. He participated in their 

meetings whenever possible but preferred to follow agri

cultural pursuits. 

Living in Texas was an experience for Carstanjen 

because for two years it was necessary for him to sleep 

on his land without benefits of a house. He also had 

several close encounters with Indians and during his 

farming days in Sisterdale lost over $1,000 worth of 

horses and cattle. 

Before coming to America, he had traveled exten

sively in Europe; and, after graduation from a German 

university, he traveled in South America. He enjoyed 

traveling and toured several areas in the United States 

singly and then later with his family. 

In 1869, Ottillie von Werder became his bride. 

She was the daughter of Hans von Werder, a lieutenant in 

the Prussian Army who came to Texas in 1846 with Prince 

Karl. Five children were born to this couple: Ida, 

Rudolph, Hedwig, Charles, and Alvin. 
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At the age of forty-five, Carstanjen grew tired 

with farming and moved to Boerne with his family. Using 

revenue made from investments in German stocks, he built 

several buildings to house stores for the progress of the 

growing community. 

Eduard Degener 1 

A former head of the temporary government of the 

Duchy of Anhalt-Dessau, Eduard Degener was forced to leave 

the area after the failure of the Frankfurt Assembly. He 

was well educated and could apeak perfect English, since 

he had studied in England for a number of years. 

He came to Texas in 1850 and purchased a large 

tract of land in Sisterdale, and in 1852 with the help 

of his sons, Hilmar and Hugo, had produced 2,500 bushels 

of corn. They also grew cotton, wheat, and tobacco. 

Educational opportunities were limited in the new 

settlement and he often wished his sons could receive as 

superb an education as he had, but realizing they could 

not, he strove to educate them to be independent and self

reliant. 

Lively entertainment was always a part of the · 

Degener home, the largest and most refined in the 

1 Flach, A Yankee in German-America, P. 166 • 
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community. Eduard enjoyed music and was fortunate to have 

his harpsichord transported to Sisterdale where he could 

play music for entertainment and relaxation. 

Eduard Degener held strong views against slavery 

and actively participated in the Der Freie Verein in 1854. 

At the state convention in San Antonio, he was chosen to 

attend the national convention in St. Louis later that 

same year. But the Germans met with such hostile actions 

from their neighbors, Degener decided not to attend. 

During this same tim~, he actively wrote articles for the 

San Antonio Zeitung. When the Union Loyal League was 

formed in the early 1860s, he encouraged his sons to joino 

Unfortunately, they decided to leave for Mexico in 1862 

and were thus killed during the Battle of the Nueces. 

Eduard Degener was arrested for his participation on the 

League's board and was taken to San Antonio. He was 

released soon after imprisonment, but since his sons 

would not be returning home he decided to remain in San 

Antonio. In 1870, he was elected to Congress to represent 

the Fourth Congressional District of Texas. 
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William Dietert1 

William Dietert was born June 21, 1830, in 

Brandenburg, Germany. In 1855, he moved to Texas and 

settled in Comfort with his brother Christian. The fol

lowing year his father, Frederick Dietert, brought the 

remainder of the family to Texas and settled in the same 

area. Two brothers, Fritz and Henry, and one sister, 

Lena, came with him. 

For two years, William worked with his brother 

Christian following the occupation of wheelwright. They 

had learned the trade from their father who had been a 

wheelwright in Germany. William, growing tired of this 

trade, decided to move to Boerne to establish a saw and 

grist mill. In order to operate the mill, it was necessary 

for him to build a dam across the Cibolo. He completed 

construction of the mill and in 1857 the first grain was 

milled. As his business prospered, he was able to make 

improvements and was eventually able to change the water 

power to steam power. He also followed the occupation of 

farming and stock raising. Later, his brother, Henry, 

opened a cotton gin next to his mill, and their businesses 

prospered for years. 

1Brown, Indian Wars, p. 520. 
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William was actively interested in Kendall County. 

He was one of the signers of the petition to organize the 

formation of the county and several years later he served 

as County Judge. 

In 1860, William married Rosa Bergmann from 

Austria. Eight children were born to this union: 

Theodore, Annita, Ida, Edward, Ernest, Olga, Minnie, 

and Alma. 

Emil, Julius, and Rudolph Dresel1 

These three brothers were born in Geisenheim, 

Wiesbaden, Germany. They decided to come to Texas in 

1849 to experience political freedom. Upon arrival, 

Julius purchased a farm in Sisterdale with the money he 

had received from their older brother Gustav. Emil was 

an architect by profession and Rudolph was a farmer, but 

while all three brothers resided in Sisterdale they 

farmed the land and raised stock. The Dresel brothers 

met Dr. Ernst Kapp and his family on the ship coming from 

Germany. They were influential in the Kapp's decision 

to settle in the Sisterdale area. 

1Ragsdale, The Golden Free Land, p. 114. 
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,£erdinand Harz 1 

Ferdinand Harz, from Saxony, Germany, arrived in 

Galveston, Texas, in January 1853 with a friend, Otto 

Frederick. Harz traveled to New Braunfels where he found 

a job as wagon master ,in a freighting business. From 

1854-1856, he traveled between Port Lavaca and El Paso 

carrying supplies. Occasionally, the freighting trips 

took him as far west as Arizona. Growing tired of the 

long, tedious trips, he purchased farm land near Boerne 

and in 1861 married Mary Beyer from Bohemia. Shortly 

after his marriage, he volunteered to serve as a Con

federate Ranger under Captain William E. Jones. At the 

end of the Civil War, Ferdinand returned to farming. 

Three children were born to his marriage: Clara, 

Bertha, and Adolph. 

Carl Herbst2 

After the Revolution of 1848, Carl Herbst came to 

Texas from Hildesheim, Hanover, Germany. He settled in 

San Antonio where he met Ernst Altgelt who inspired him 

in 1854 to relocate to the new settlement of Comfort. 

1Brow.n, Indian Wars, p. 352. 
2Glen Ernst Lich, "Carl Herbst, Early Comfort 

Educator," The Comfort News, 29 July 1976, p. 11 • 



127 

After arriving, he began to pursue the occupation of 

splitting shingles. 

He was well educated and made several contribu

tions to the growing tow.n. He was the first editor of the 

Der Bettelsack, the local handwritten German newspaper, 

and he contributed many informative articles. After the 

Civil War, he organized the Comfort Schulyerein. 

In 1865, Carl Herbst taught classes in the Comfort 

school. He excelled in teaching and the enrollment in the 

school quickly increased. He was a superb speaker, not 

only in the educational setting but for other functions 

in the community; therefore, he always received invita

tions to speak for special occasions. He was a highly 

respected member of the community. 

. 1 
Ferdinand von Herff 

Ferdinand von Herff was born in Darmstadt, the 

capital of Hesse-Darmstadt, in November 1820. He was the 

oldest son of Christian Samuel von Herff, a judge in the 

Supreme Court of Hesse-Darmstadt. He received an excel

lent education and graduated from the University of 

1Henry B. Dielmann, "Dr. Ferdinand Herf! Pioneer 
Physician and Surgeon," The Southweetern Historical 
Quarterly 57 (January 1954): 265-28. 
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Giessen with a degree in medicine in 1843. He joined the 

army after graduation and served as a surgeon. 

In 1847, Dr. Herff crune to Texas with Der 

Vierziger. During this experiment he performed several 

successful operations on the Commanche Indians in the area 

and gained their respect. When the experiment failed, 

Dr. Herff returned to Germany where he married Mathilde 

Klingelhoeffer, daughter of a judge in the court of 

Giessen. With his bride he returned to Texas in 1849 

and visited in New Braunfels. The following year the 

couple moved to San Antonio where he opened a successful 

medical practice. 

Although he lived in San Antonio, he traveled 

throughout the Kendall County area, occasionally visiting 

in the small community of Sisterdale. In 1851, he pur

chased land near Boerne. Three years later, he built a 

ranch house and he crune to visit whenever his schedule 

allowed. When the roads improved, his visits became more 

frequent. He decided to open a temporary doctor's office 

in Boerne, since he sent his patients that were suffering 

from consumption to live in the healthful climate. 

He was influential in encouraging the railroad to 

pass through Boerne and even went as far as purchasing an 
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engine for the train. He then made regular visits to his 

ranch which he thoroughly enjoyed. 

George Friedrick Holekamp1 

A graduate from a university in Germany, Friedrick 

Holekamp could speak German and English fluently; he also 

excelled in music, but his father, Daniel Holekamp, per

suaded him to become a brick-maker and farmer. He never 

enjoyed the profession of brick making but his dream was 

to travel to Texas with Prince Karl so that he could 

become a large land owner and farmer. 

In 1844, he married Betty Wilhelmina Abberthern, 

daughter of Henry Christian Abberthern, a member of the 

court of King Ernst August of Hanover. After being 

married for a short time, Betty and Friedrick decided 

to move to Texas, traveling with the first group of im

migrants who came with Prince Karl in 1845. Upon reaching 

the chosen site for the settlement, Betty, anxious to 

survey the situation, hurried across the river before 

Prince Karl. Aside from this error of crossing before 

the Prince, Betty, pleased with her adopted land, sewed 

an American flag to be flown for the Fourth of July 

celebration held later that year. 

1Myrtle Murray "Home Life on Early Ranches of 
Southwest Texas," The Cattleman, January 1939, PP• 15-21. 
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The couple settled in New Braunfels where they 

cultivated a small ten acre farm. After two years, they 

moved to Fredericksburg where Friedrick made bricks for 

the new settlement; but becoming dissatisfied they again 

moved, this time to Sisterdale. They enjoyed the social 

and intellectual exchange with these colonists, but the 

Indians presented too much danger and after three years 

they moved to San Antonio. There Friedrick met Ernst 

Altgelt who encouraged him to join his survey party to 

inspect his employer's land. Friedrick was impressed with 

the land and decided to move his wife and family to the 

new to-wn of Comfort. He was the first to build a log 

cabin within the city limits. 

Friedrick was actively involved in the Comfort 

community. He joined the quartet that was organized by 

Hermann Schimrnelpfennig and also supplied the Der 

Bettelsack with news articles. 

During the Civil War, he enlisted in hopes that 

his sons would not have to fight. He joined the Con

federate forces and was killed in action. His death was 

not only a loss for the family but for the community as 

well. 
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Frank (Franz) Kaiser1 

Frank Kaiser was born near San Pedro Springs in 

San .Antonio, Texas, on December 15. 1849, the son of Carl 

and Albertine Louise Kaiser, both from Prussia. In 1845, 

his parents had come to Texas under the auspices of the 

Verein. Upon arrival, his father moved to San Antonio, 

where he became a cabinet maker by trade. In 1850, the 

family moved to New Braunfels and lived there until 1855, 

when his father obtained a 160 acre homestead on the 

Guadalupe River near Currie Creek. 

The only education Frank received was three months 

at the Currie Creek one room schoolhouse. His father was 

killed in 1856 while searching for a stray oxen and it 

became necessary for Frank to supplement the family income. 

He spent most of his early life working odd jobs for the 

neighbors in the area. 

During the Civil War years, he was employed by 

Dr. James Crispin Nowlin, who kept five hundred. head of 

horses on his ranch. He was in ch~rge of guarding the 

horses during Indian attacks and also worked on the ranch 

where he was needed the most. A full moon became a 

dreaded occurrence, since the Indians would always raid 

1Kaiser, Reminiscences of a Texas Ranger, PP• 1- 21 · 
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during this time. Frank experienced numerous Indian raids 

while working for Dr. Nowlin. The Indian raids continued 

until a Ranger Company was organized at Currie Creek in 

1870, known as Company c, Kendall County Minute Men. Frank 

joined this company and for several years led a dangerous 

and exciting life chasing Indians from the · area. In 1874, 

he purchased land near Kendalia and followed the occupa

tion of farming and ranching. He married Mary Putnam and 

three children, Edna, Eunice, and Julius, were born to 

this union. 

Ernst Kapp 

On October 15, 1808, Ernst Kapp was born in 

Ludwigstadt, in Bavarian Oberfranken. He was the youngest 

of twelve children and the son of a court justice. At the 

age of ten, he entered-a school in Wurzburg and continued 

his education until he received his doctorate in classical 

philology in 1828 from the University of Bonn. Upon grad

uation, he decided to join the teaching profession. While 

teaching at Hamm and Minden, he became inspired by the 

writings of Carl Ritter and Alexander von Humboldt, who 

were the founders of modern geography, and thus became 

interested in geography and history. By 1833, he had pub

lished four books which contained historical-geographical 
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information. Three years later, in Minden, he published 

a book in Latin about teaching history and geography in 

schools. 

In 1849, he published a book criticizing the 

German government and was imprisoned. Disenchanted after 

the failure of the Revolution of 1848, upon release he 

decided to relocate in Texas, where he could live, with 

his wife and five children, without political persecution. 

They left without delay and arrived in late 1849 in New 

Braunfels, where they lived for several weeks while 

finalizing the arrangements to purchase G. F. Holekamp's 

fifty acre farm in Sisterdale. In January 1850, they 

moved to their farm and met their new neighbors, who were 

intellectually and socially their equals. 

Before he left Germany, he had expressed his 

feelings about political freedom. 

Inspired toward all that spells human culture, but 
an enemy to every servile form of its practice, and 
enemy-to-the-death of every Procrustean forcing of 
the spirit, I depart voluntarily from my teaching 
position. A man of integrity preserves his con
sciousness of the truth against every inducement 
and price. Undeterred by worthy proposals which 
offered me a competence and peace elsewhere, I 
leave Germany without delay, exchang~n9 comfort f~r 
toil, the familiar pen for the unfamiliar spade, 1n 
order to set my foot as a free man upon a free 
earth.1 

1Geiser, "Dr. Ernst Kapp," p. 27. 
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Kapp, desiring to adapt to his new home, learned 

the necessary skills to survive against the elements. He 

learned to farm, raise cattle, blacksmith, build and 

repair wagons, and to construct cabinets and furniture. , 

He even grew his own tobacco and rolled cigars for his 

guests. While accomplishing these tasks, he remained 

informed on activities abroad and at home. He encouraged 

politically persecuted Germans to resettle in .America. 

In 1853, he organized and became the president of the Der 

Freie Verein, The Freedom Club, with which he hoped to 

organize the German vote for the next presidential elec

tion . 1 

While living in the Sisterdale settlement, Kapp 

was always creating ideas and projects and testing their 

worth. One project was to protect his home against Indian 

attacks. In order to achieve maximum protection, he built 

a front door of strong wooden planks and hammered iron 

nails an inch apart until the entire door was covered, 

which prevented tomahawks from knocking the door down. 

Another experiment, which was successful for a number of 

years, was the Hydropathic Institute. This Institute 

provided fresh spring water bath treatments to cure . 

1 Flach, A Yankee in German-America, P • 167 • 
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various diseases, but he was forced to abandon this project 

during the Civil War. 

In 1865, when the ports were again open to 

travelers, Ernst and Ida Kapp decided to return to Germany 

for a visit. They left behind their five adult children. 

During the voyage, Kapp became seriously ill and his German 

doctor felt a return trip would prove to be fatal, thus, 

he never returned to the "Queen City on the Guadalupe." 

August Knibbe 1 

August was born in New Braunfels in 1848; his 

father, Dietrich Knibbe, was from Bultendorf, Hanover, 

Germany, and had come to .America with the help of the 

Verein. August spent his childhood near the Spring Branch 

Creek in Comal County, where his father farmed for a 

living. In 1862, August moved to Currie Creek where he 

operated a flour mill until it was destroyed by a flood 

in 1869. Shortly before this disaster, he married Mary 

Gourley. After the flood, he began to split shingles for 

his livelihood until 1886. He then opened a store in the 

three year old community of Kendalia, and the business 

thrived until his death. 

1Brown, Indian Wars, p. 535. 
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During the Civil War years, August Knibbe belonged 

to the Confederate Minute Men who were located in the area 

with John Lawhon serving as captain. This company was 

involved in several Indian skirmishes. During one con

frontation with the Indians, he was wounded in the leg. 

The bullet was lodged in such a way that it could not be 

removed, though the wound was able to heal. He carried 

this bullet in his leg for years until it finally worked 

its way out through the sole of his foot. 

Vincent Phillip 1 

Upon arriving in Texas, Vincent Phillip settled 

with his wife in San Antonio, where he followed the occu

pation of cabinet maker. He built one of the first bridges 

across the San Antonio River at Commerce Street. The 

bridge was constructed of Kendall County cypress logs, 

which he had carrie.d to San Antonio by ox team. He also 

made and sold cypress shingles for a number of years. 

In 184-7, he settled on the Sabine Creek in Kendall 

County. The first Good Friday there, Phillip, with his 

wife and children, carried a cross he made from a cypress 

tree and erected it on a hill near his home. It was a 

1"The Vincent Phillip Family Reunion," The Boerne 
.Star Centennial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 6. 
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gesture of thanksgiving for a safe arrival in the new 

world. Thus, this farming community became known as 

Kruetzburg, which means "cross hill." 

Gustav Schleicher 1 

.An organizer of the Die Vierziger, Gustav 

Schleicher came to Texas in 1847 to establish the Bettina 

colony. When the experiment failed, he moved to Kendall 

County, where he purchased a small farm. Growing tired 

of farming, he moved to San Antonio and pursued his pro

fession as an engineer, supervising the building of Fort 

Sabine. He became very interested in politics and in 

1853 won an election to the Texas State Legislature. Six 

years later, he was elected to the Texas State Senate. 

He served in the Confederate Army as a Major of a militia 

unit. After the war, he practiced law until 1874, when 

he was elected to represent the area in the United States 

Congress. Noted for his enthusiasm and clear and precise 

thinking, he was elected again to the United States 

Congress in 1876 and 1878 and died in office in 1879. 

1 Albert Bernhardt Faust, The German E+ement in 
the United States (New York: The Steuben Society of 
America, 1927), p. 500. 



Christopher Schmidt1 

Christopher Schmidt came to Texas in early 1850 

and settled in New Braunfels. In 1855, he relocated in 

the area of the Little Blanco River, where he farmed until 

1878, when he purchased eight hundred acres of farm land 

in Kendalia. He farmed in Kendalia until his death. 

He had been born in Saxony, Germany, on September 

21, 1828, and later married Mary Schaefer in 1859. Ten 

children were born to this union: Winnie, Herman, Henry, 

Christian, Martin, Mary, Theresa, Emma, William, and 

Adolf. 

August Siemering2 

An early settler in Sisterdale, August Siemering 

was interested in political occurrences abroad and in his 

new home. He was actively involved in the Der Freie 

Verein and when the Civil War arrived, he was writing a 

book to encourage the Texas Freedom Clubs to work together 

with those in St. Louis and Louisville. Forced to flee 

from San Antonio because of his strong opinions against 

slavery, Dr. Douai turned the San .Antonio Zeitung over to 

Siemering. 

1Brown, Indian Wars, p. 537. 
2Flach, A Yankee in German-America, p. 166. 
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Siemering was a graduate from the University of 

Berlin and was the first school teacher is Sisterdale. 

An excellent lecturer, he delivered many educational and 

informative speeches to his students and occasionally at 

the weekly meetings held by the men in the community. 

Phillip Jacob Theis 

Phillip Theis, born in Offenbach, Nassau,. in 1809, 

came to Texas with his wife Margaret Kessler and their 

seven children in 1855. They settled in New Braunfels, 

where he was a wheelwright for three years. In 1858, they 

moved to Boerne, where he opened the first blacksmith and 

wheelwright shop. 

In 1859, he signed the petition to form the new 

county of Kendall and ten years later he received his 

United States citizenship. 

Herman William Toepperwein1 

Herman, the son of a German professor and writer 

of children's books from Burg, Germany, was born on 

February 2, 1837. He landed at Indianola on December 30, 

1851, and from there traveled to Grape Creek, near Fred

ericksburg, where he settled. On May 27, 1857, he married 

1 Toepperwein, "Boerne' s First School Teacher," 
sec. 2. 
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Amalie Luckenbach and shortly thereafter received an 

appointment from the Blanco School District to teach at 

the first school in Boerne; the salary was $25.00 a month. 

Carl Gustav Vogel 1 

In 1875, Vogel established the Union Land Register, 

the first printed newspaper in Boerne. In 1882, he became 

involved in real estate and purchased Beck's Flats, where 

he decided to develop a town. His wife named the town 

Kendalia. He had grand intentions for the settlement, but 

the location was poor and the town never materialized. He 

did donate the land where the school was built. 

Two daughters were born to this marriage, and he 

named the gully that was located in the center of the 

settlement Pearl Creek in honor of one of their children. 

William Vogt2 

In 1852, William and .Anna Nesser Vogt from Karnitz, 

Schlesien, Prussia, landed in Indianola, Texas, and then 

proceeded to travel to Seguin. William farmed and did 

occasional carpentry work. They lived there for several 

1 Personal files of Mrs. Monte Walker, Kendalia, 
Texas. 

2From the files of the Boerne Historical Society, 
Boerne, Texas. 
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years, until the Indians had taken everything they owned. 

In 1860, they moved to the settlement of Boerne, where 

William's brothers, August and Ferdinand, lived. The 

Vogts purchased a small farm and raised livestock. 

During the Civil War, William, August, and 

Ferdinand volunteered for the Confederate Unit commanded 

by Captain William E. Jones. After the war, William 

returned to farming until 1866, when he was elected tax

assessor for Kendall County, serving until 1874. 

Andreas Wollschlaeger1 

In 1868, .Andreas Wollschlaeger brought his family 

to Texas because his two oldest sons, .Andreas, Jr. and 

Christian, were being forced into the Prussia military 

service • .Andreas was from Prussia and was a shoemaker by 

trade. Upon arriving in Texas, he purchased land in 

Sisterdale, where he farmed and ranched for six years. 

In 1874, he moved his family to a 420 acre farm near 

Boerne so that his youngest son, Gustav, could receive 

an education. Andreas died in Boerne on July 28, 1894, 

at the age of seventy-five. 

These settlers contributed to the growth of 

Kendall County. They were strong in character and had 

1Brown, Indian Wars, p. 488. 
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the will to survive. Each man, together with his . family, 

contributed to some aspect of the social, educational, or 

political maturation of the county and therefore the area 

was able to grow and prosper for the future generations. 

This influence stamped many of their German characteristics 

on the towns and surrounding countryside and upon life in 

the Hill Country of Texas. 



CHAPTER V 

INDIAN DEPREDATIONS 

For early German settlers life in the Texas Hill 

Country was one of extreme hardship, and they made drastic 

adjustments in their lifestyles. They had come from German 

homes where the basic needs of survival were taken for 

granted and arrived in a frontier Texas where nothing could 

be taken for granted. There was a constant struggle to 

obtain enough food to eat, clothing to wear, and to protect 

families and farms from the elements of nature, especially 

the red man. These early Germans who learned to face 

failure and death were always able to come back stronger, 

wiser, and richer from their many harrowing experiences 

and yet maintain a stable and prosperous life. 

Texas, when the German immigrants arrived, was a 

new state, sparsely populated and basically uncivilized. 

Industry was nonexistent and the largest cities of Houston, 

Galveston, and San Antonio contained less than five 

thousand residents each • . Transportation overland was 

usually by oxen or horse drawn wagons. Ox teams were 

preferred since the Indians who roamed the area would not 

steal them because the oxen were so slow. 

1 lt-3 
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Luxury items were scarce, and since most of Texas 

contained only small settlements and farms, food, fur

nishing, and clothing items were homegrown and homemade. 1 

These frontier conditions caused a considerable handicap 

for the average immigrants, who could not bring many 

possessions with them and therefore began their new homes 

literally from "scratch." In contrast, the highly edu

cated Germans who fled to Texas after the Revolution of 

1848 brought with them their books, household furniture, 

silver, and linen. They lived in crudely constructed log 

cabins and were barely able to hew an existence from the 

land, lacking the knowledge of agriculture. This situa

tion often created an extraordinary household because 

they highly treasured their possessions. 

Herr in coat and pants made from old blankets, 
sit smoking his fine merrschaum and read priceless 
rare books from his personal library; his wife in 
a cotton patched and darned gown, puts coarse food 
on the table--an antique table with a fine linen 
cloth set with silver--log house--rough-hewed 
plastered with clay furnished in hand carved 
cherrywood highly polished--also family portraits, 
titled usually.2 

1Tiling, History of the German Element, p. 127. 

2Lee c. Harby, "The City of a Prince" Part II, 
Magazine of American HistQ.U 20 (November 18$8): 357-358 • 
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All the settlers waged a continuous battle for 

everyday survival as they became established in their 

chosen community or area. Emma Altgelt describes some 

daily hardships in the settlement of Comfort. 

Every little household has its share of bad luck: 
opossum, wildcats, skunks, and owls that murdered 
our chickens, or snakes that stole the eggs out 
of the nest. Our place was not fenced. Cows came 
into the yard, pulled the wash from the line or 
even out of the wash-kettle, as well as the curtains 
from the windows that were usually open. Often the 
horses would not come home to feed but strayed into 
the wilderness forcing us to search for them at 
great distances, and when they were found, they 
showed little desire to be caught. 

How carefree and yet so miserable life was in those 
days ... Flour was a luxury, even cornmeal was 
expensive, potatoes were seldom seen in Comfort. 
There were few vegetables because the inhabitants 
did not have the time to start a garden. My husband 
had a hard time saving his men from hunger. In bad 
weather or when the water was high, the hauling 
teamsters would be away a long time, and when a 
wagon loaded with food stuffs would arrive it was 
almost looted. Fortunately there was an abundance 
of fresh meat. The settlers took turns butchering 
and sent their neighbors slices of beef which lasted 
for days, and whenever more was needed, the young 
folk would hunt for deer or bear.1 

Maundering bands of Indians caused serious prob

lems and added to the difficulties of the early settlers. 

Several tribes of Indians were located in Texas during 

this time and settlers needed to keep close watch of their 

1 Dielmann, "Emma Al tgel t' s Sketches," P. 377 • 
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possessions and practice safety when traveling through the 

area. It was often safer to travel in groups, as the 

Indians were less likely to attack. Many times the set

tlers who met with a band of Indians were robbed of their 

livestock, possessions, or children, though usually they 

were not killed if they remained calm and did not provoke 

the situation. 

The Comrnanches were the most powerful and dangerous 

group in Texas and they referred to themselves as the 

"Lords of the Prairie." They were nomadic hunters and 

followed the buffalo herds. When these became scarce, they 

began to raid the settlers for food and horses. Accomp

lished horsemen, they could travel sixty miles in one day 

on all types of terrain on Spanish horses, which they 

preferred, since these horses could endure long hours. 1 

Ottomar von Behr reported in his book Good Advice for 

Immigrants that in 1847 there were nineteen thousand 

Commanches living in Texas. He stressed that this tribe 

was not to be feared as a group since they were not united 

and would never be able to unite because of their nomadic 

lifestyle. 

1Dr. Ferdinand Roemer, Texas with Pa~ticular 
Reference to German Immigration and the Physical Appe~r
ance of the Country, trans. Oswald Mueller (San Antonio: 
Standard Printing Company, 1935; reprint ed., Waco, Texas: 
Texian Press, 1967), p. 275. 
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Other tribes in Texas included the nomadic Lipan

Apache, who numbered about five hundred people and were 

friendly by nature and could be trusted by the settlers. 

Small groups of them lived near settlements and often 

visited to observe the Texas lifestyle and to trade goods. 

Tonkawas and Karankawas, who were taller in height than 

the other tribes, also passed through the Hill Country to 

trade possessions. Von Behr felt the Wacos were very 

dangerous because they would raid and kill every settler 

they came near. He also noted that it was not unusual to 

see Delawares or Cherokees passing through the region, 

but since these Indians were friendly and generally only 

begged for food, they were not to be feared. Von Behr 

did stress that every immigrant should take precautions 

in traveling regardless of public opinion since he felt 

any Indian would attack a lone traveler if he thought he 

would not get caught. 1 

Indians constantly traveled through the Kendall 

County area and scarcely left any settler untouched by 

their presence. It was almost guaranteed that a raid 

would occur during the full moon or on a foggy morning, 

1ottomar von Behr Guter Rath fur Auswanderer nach 
yen Vereinigten Staaten vin Nordamerika mit Befonderer 
Beruckfichtigung yon Texas (Leipzig: n.p., 1847), P• 91. 
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which the settlers began to refer to as an "Indian 

morning." Every settler and his family practiced extreme 

caution. Often the settlers were under constant surveil

lance so when the menfolk would leave, the Indians would 

attack the homestead, without feeling threatened by the 

women and children. These raids could prove to be trau

matic experiences for both the women and children. Sev

eral incidents have been recorded by the Germans in the 

county. 

Karl and Barbara Wessley settled in the Kruetzburg 

community early in the 1850s. They constructed a small 

two room log cabin as their residence, along with several 

outbuildings for stock and grain storage; Wessley had also 

built a large rock corral for horses and other livestock. 

Periodically, Wessley and other men in the community would 

travel together when taking either grain or livestock to 

the market in San .Antonio; but travel was slow and it 

usually took eight to ten days for a round trip. The 

Indians watched the house and as soon as they saw Wessley 

leave they would begin rounding up horses in the community, 

keeping them in his corral. After this corral was filled 

with stolen horses, they would chose new horses for them

selves. One particular time, after creating a commotion 

while selecting their horses, they decided to go to the 
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Wessley house where ~~s. Wessley and her four children 

were hiding. By throwing rocks and using fence posts, 

several of the Indians tried to break into the house. 

Mrs. Wessley, finally reaching her breaking point, took 

a shotgun which she aimed out the peak hole in the door 

and fired. The Indians were so amazed they fled from the 

scene. 1 

Several months passed before the Indians were in 

the area again. Only this time Mr. Wessley and his 

neighbors decided to trick them. The men gave the appear

ance of loading their wagons and heading out as usual for 

San Antonio. When they were out of sight, they pitched 

camp and four men returned to hide in a barn next to the 

corral. It was not long before fifty Indians herded some 

horses into the corral. The four men watched the pro

ceedings and the Indians never knew they were there until 

one of the men fired his gun, injuring one of the braves. 

The Indians were startled and fled as quickly as possible. 

1'he trick worked because they never returned to use the 

corral again. 2 

111 Indians Raid Wessley Farm," The Boerne Star 
Centennial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 2. 

2Ibid. 
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Another incident occurred in the same area, 

although it did not prove to be as frightening. Mrs. 

Ignatz Minnich's husband freighted goods to Mexico, and 

it was not unusual for him to be gone one or two months 

at a time. She had learned to adjust to the situation 

and had fairly close neighbors who kept a watchful eye. 

On one occasion, Mr. Froebel, a neighbor, hurried to the 

Minnich farm to inform her that Indians were lurking in 

the area. He recommended she complete her outside chores 

as soon as possible. Without further encouragement, she 

hurriedly fed the chickens and stock and put the calves 

out to pasture. She barred the doors and windows of the 

cabin just in time before a group of thirty Indians rode 

up. Several dismounted and knocked on the door; she was 

frightened and worried since she only had an axe for 

protection. They continued to knock and call and since 

they did not sound hostile she finally decided to open the 

door. Through sign language she understood that they were 

hungry and wanted some food. To comply with their wishes 

she prepared a meal of bacon, eggs, and cornbread which 

they quickly devoured and then departed, much to her 

relief. Bright and early the next morning the Indians 

came again, this time they offered her a gift of a side 

of beef which she understood was repayment for the meal 
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from the day before. Only later, when she was rounding 

up the calves from the pasture, did she realize the gift 

had been from her own herdi 1 

A similar incident occurred in 1870 at the 

Stendebach home several miles from Boerne. Mrs. John 

Stendebach had finished preparing lunch for her children 

when she heard some horses arrive. · · She quickly stepped 

to the door and discovered ten Indian braves dismounting. 

Her children became frightened at their appearance and 

hid under the bed. Mrs. Stendebach became concerned 

because her husband, who was a stone mason, was gone for 

the day. She tried to remain as calm as possible. 

Luckily the Indians were only hungry. They began to 

grab the food from the table, using their hands to eat 

the beans and cornbread and tearing chunks of ham with 

their teeth. After eating their fill they quickly de

parted. A few minutes later a unit of Rangers arrived 

and asked Mrs. Stendebach if she had seen any Indians, 

since they had just discovered a family a few miles away 

had been murdered. 2 

111 The Minnich Family," The Boerne Star Centennial 
Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 2. 

211 Indian Raid on Stendebach Home," The Boerne ;Star 
Centennial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 3. 
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Settlers often had close encounters with Indians 

but were able to reach home safely. Once Mr. A. Staffel, 

Mr. C. Dietert, and Mr. Smith from Boerne met with Mr. 

Owens and Mr. W. D. Parrish from Leon Springs in Bexar 

County for a bear hunt along the Balcones Creek. Numerous 

bear signs were evident and with the aid of a pack of 

hunting dogs they pursued a bear. It was a cold, damp 

day and the trail they were following was in the direction 

of Boerne. About five miles from the settlement the dogs 

cornered the beast, and Parrish killed it. They dressed 

the bear and each man took a portion and parted to go 

home. Parrish and Smith, twelve miles from home, realized 

nine Commanche Indians had been trailing them. The two 

men hid until the Indians had entered a nearby creek; 

they then hurried to their respective homes as quickly 

as possible. 1 

One day, near Comfort, Ernst and Emma Altgelt were 

searching for a calf which had strayed from their farm. 

Darkness was falling and they were six miles from home. 

Ernst had left his wife to cross a creek for one last 

search when they heard an owl screech. They instantly 

realized Indians were in the area. Emma became frightened 

Texas: 
1J. Marvin Hunter, The Boy Captives (Kerrville, 
By the author, 1965), pp. 16-17. 
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and kept turning her horse in circles so that an Indian 

could not sneak up on her. Her husband abandoned the 

search for the calf and they began to move toward home. 

They had to move carefully so they would not call attention 

to themselves or disturb some horses that were grazing in · 

a field near them. On the way home they spotted an Indian 

wrapped in a buffalo robe standing motionless in a thicket. 

They ignored him and hurried home as quickly as possible. 

Both Emma and Ernst realized later the reason they were 

unharmed was because the Indians had desired only the 

horses that were grazing. 1 

As noted above, although it was unsafe for a person 

to travel alone, there were times when it was unavoidable. 

This situation happened to Herman Stieler of Comfort; 

however, he was fortunate enough to retain his scalp; 

there were many who were not so lucky. On July 31, 1868, 

Herman Stieler, son of Gottlieb Stieler of Comfort, was 

returning home from Camp Verde where he had transported 

supplies. Suddenly, five Indians appeared, yelling at the 

top of their lungs. Realizing the danger, Herman began 

firing while he jumped off the wagon to seek safety. He 

wounded one of the Indians and the other four ran for 

1 Dielmann, "Emma Al tgel t' s Sketches," P. 380 • 
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cover into the brush. While this occurred, Herman had 

time to reload and was prepared for the next assault. 

This time the Indians, using guns, rode in fast, sprang 

from their horses and attacked on foot. Herman, protected 

underneath the wagon, continued to shoot, but the Indians 

persisted. Having used all their ammunition in their guns, 

they began to use bows and arrows. Seeing an opportunity, 

Herman fled to the brush to reload his gun. The Indians, 

seeming to have forgotten about him, began to ransack his 

wagon, taking a wagon sheet, two blankets, a pair of shoes, 

and a provision box and then quickly departing from the 

scene. Herman finished the journey as quickly as possi

ble. 1 

Horses, the primary mode of transportation, were 

in constant demand by both the Indians and the residents 

in Texas. Because of this demand, the Indians would steal 

any horse that was not securely locked in a stable or 

under constant guard. Sometimes, if the horses would not 

follow the biding of a brave, he would shoot them with a 

bow and arrow; apparently he felt that. if he could not 

have them, no one else should either. Once the Indians 

had stolen a horse they could easily sell or trade it 

128. 
1Ransleben, A Hundred Years of Comfort, PP• 127-
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across the border in Mexico, to other residents in the 

state, or sometimes to military installations. Usually 

when a horse was stolen the o-wner never saw it again. 

There was, however, an exception in a case in Kendall 

County. One night, during a full moon, an Indian raid 

occurred on the Wallschlaeger farm near Boerne; India~s 

stole several horses and killed one. A few months passed 

and much to Mr. Wollschlaeger's surprise he spotted his 

brand on one of the horses mounted by a soldier in a 

military unit that was passing through the area. Piecing 

together what information he could gather, he realized 

that probably the horse had been confiscated by the 

military unit. 1 

Occasionally horses would be stolen in broad 

daylight. Ernst Schilling from Comfort traveled to San 

Antonio to purchase special lumber to use while building 

his house. He was making a hurried trip so he used horses 

instead of oxen to pull the wagon. A band of Indians 

surprised him a few miles south of Boerne while he was 

returning home and took his team of horses. He was left 

unharmed but stranded with a wagon loaded with lumber. 

Luckily, he was able to catch a ride to Comfort so that 

1rnterview with Miss Dora Wollschlaeger, Boerne, 
Texas, 18 November 1978 • . 
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he could pick another team of horses for his wagon and 

complete his trip. 1 

Most raids would cause delays in the progress of 

a family's homestead. The Indians would try to take any

thing moveable, since they could either trade, sell, or 

use it. One day in 1851 in Sisterdale, two hundred Com

manche Indians stormed into the community, causing a 

great commotion. The Indians spread throughout the com

munity to beg for food. A group ran to the Beseler home 

and began to call for bread. Petrified because of their 

appearance and conduct, the Beseler family offered no 

resistance. Curiosity led the Indians to examine every 

item in their cabin and they confiscated what they liked, 

taking even the clothes ha.Dging on the line to dry. Once 

they attempted to remove a bed, failing only because Mr. 

and Mrs. Beseler were seated on it and refused to move. 

Demanding bread again, Mrs. Beseler began to prepare it, 

since she did not have any on hand. They were very 

interested in the process of making bread and watched 

in awe. When the bread did not cook quickly enough, they 

1 rnterview with Joyce Behr, Comfort, Texas, 
31 October 1978. 
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sampled the uncooked dough and decided to continue their 

journey. 1 

On their return trip eight days later, the Indians 

were decked in "finery" consisting of flannel shirts, 

hats, and undergarments which were being worn in the wrong 

places. They had received them as gifts from the govern

ment. The Chief went to see Ottomar von Behr to show him 

an order from the quartermaster from the military post in 

San Antonio that each settler who gave cattle to the 

Indians would be reimbursed. Mr. Behr promptly gave them 

a steer which they prepared to eat on the spot. 2 

During the Civil War, Indian raids increased in 

Kendall County, since all major military units were in 

the Confederacy fighting for "the cause." One particular 

January, the fog was extremely thicl{ for several days and 

the Indians took this opportunity to raid the Post Oak 

Ranch, located several miles from Boerne. This ranch was 

a large merino sheep range owned by George Wilkins Kendall. 

Rheinhardt, a German settler from Boerne, periodically 

delivered fire wood to the Post Oak Ranch. One Indian 

morning he delivered one load as expected but failed to 

281 . 
1Beseler, "Historical Reminiscences, 11 pp. 280-
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return in the afternoon. That evening Rheinhardt's wife 

frantically crune in search of him for she feared he had 

been involved in an accident, since he had not returned 

home. Early the next morning, Mr. Kendall's head shepherd 

was chased home by Indians. A few hours later two flocks 

of sheep came home without the shepherds. Kendall imme

diately organized a group of fifteen men to search for the 

missing shepherds. The search party traveled along the 

road to Boerne and discovered the mutilated body of 

Rheinhardt. By examining the scene, it appeared he had 

tried to outrun the Indians but his wagon wheel had struck 

a tree stump causing it to stop. The only protection he 

had was his axe which was found by his side. His attackers 

had confiscated his horses. 1 

Turning east the search party continued their 

search and again discovered a brutal scene. One of the 

shepherds, a German boy of sixteen, had been murdered 

along with his dog who had tried to protect him. The boy 

had been left unprotected by the head shepherd, who had 

run to seek aid at the ranch house. Two shepherds were 

still missing, so the group continued their search, which 

1Henry c. King, "Indian Raids in Kendall County," 
San Antonio Express, 1 July 1906; reprinted in The Boerne 
Star Centennial Edition, 18 August 1949, sec. 4. 
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ended a mile from where the young boy was found. These 

shepherds had also been brutally murdered, one beaten 

beyond recognition •. These Indians were never caught. 1 

It was presumed that this same band of Indians 

also killed Louis von Donop of Sisterdale the same day. 

He was half a mile from home when the Indians surprised 

him. He was on a farm horse and was unable to outrun 

them. It is not known from which tribe this band of 

Indians had come, but contemporaries felt they were not 

the Indians from the area, since the murders they had 

committed were so brutal.2 · Murder of this nature occurred 

throughout the Civil War years. 

After the war, the raids were less frequent and 

were not as brutal to the German settlers. In October 

1868, Frank Kaiser and Charley Williams were hired by 

Dr. J.C. Nowlin, who owned a large horse ranch, to guard 

his stock. There had been a raid ten miles from the 

Nowlin Ranch where several horses were stolen and others 

killed. On the night of October 28, during a full moon, 

the Nowlin Ranch horses, who were penned in a small 

pasture and stable area, began to move about in a 

1 Ibid. 

2Ibid. 







1 Ibid. 
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office. After the Civil War, several German settlers 

became actively involved in politics, at both the state 

and national levels, and thus incorporated their ideas 

into the political fabric of a growing T·exas and into 

the complex cultural patterns of the nation. 

During the early years of German immigration with 

the Verein, many of those who relocated were farmers de-

siring ec~nomic security. After the failure of the Revo- · 

lution of 1848 in Germany, the tide began to change and 

many highly educated Germans were forced to flee the 

German Confederation. They came to the "land of oppor

tunity" to seek their freedoms. This heritage set the 

Germans apart from others who immigrated; the German 

settlements included not only the farmer or middle class, 

but also the nobility, who came to settle in Texas. As 

these people wrote about the wonders and opportunities 

of Texas, many more Germans came to Texas at the close 

of the Civil War. These immigrants were a mixture ranging 

from the uneducated to the highly educated. 

The Germans who relocated to Kendall County imme

diately after the German Revolution of 1848 were not 

radical fanatics but held liberal and progressive ideas. 

They were seeking a constitutional government and were 

tired of the old regime. They found peace and freedom 













































APPENDIX G 

BOERNE AND THE CIBOLO VALLEY IN KENDALL COUNTY 
by C. Hugo Claus 

It was in 1855 when I first crune to the Cibolo 

Valley. Boerne, which at that time consisted only of a 

few huts, had just been surveyed by Gustave Theissen and 

John James. Young though the small settlement was, I was 

immediately accorded friendly hospitality from the early 

settlers. It was in Staffel's store, a typical Mexican 

jacal, under whose straw roof every stranger found hearty 

greetings and refreshment. Here could be had a drink of 

whiskey, the only one available between San Antonio and 

Fredericksburg . .Among the early settlers only Vogt, 

Louis, Schulz, and Friedrich remained who were of the 

11 Fortiers 11 · and were responsible for the naming of the town 

Boerne in honor of the author of the same name. W. Vogt, 

however, was the only one living at the time of my visit 

who was among the first settlers, the others had come 

later. A. Staffel, Julius Fabra, ·Baumann, and Spitzer 

and a few others also came later. 

At the distant time, the country surrounding 

Boerne retained the natural beauty_of its virgin 

189 
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wilderness, civilization had scarcely touched its forests 

and the red sons of the prairies roamed the valley at 

will, often robbing and murdering the white pioneers. 

The valley included five leagues of land. It was inter

sected by the highway to Fredericksburg. At the point 

where the highway crossed the Cibolo lies Boerne. 

The valley is bordered on the north by a chain of 

hills, whose highest peaks bear the well known storied 

names of Malakoff and Redan. I christened these mountains 

by their names while I and other hunting companions tra

versed the hills and marveled at the splendor of the 

valley. On the opposite side of the mountain ch&in 

towards the north flows the Guadalupe River, a beautiful · 

river, fish laden, shaded with giant cypresses which now 

unfortunately have mostly disappeared. Eastward and 

southward the valley is enclosed by lesser hills whose 

side valleys are utilized for cattle and sheep raising. 

Toward the west the steep belt of hills continues in 

which clefts the Cibolo Creek springs and other creeks 

which empty into the Cibolo. 

Here for twenty years was wildest, roughest 

terrain of the valley and it was a steady stronghold of 

the Indians. Bears existed in great quantities, jaguars, 

panthers, pumas, and lynx traversed the sierra in all 
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directions. Today it appears differently; the river is 

settled to its source and the song of the shepherds 

echoes where not so long ago the Commanche shouted his 

war cry. This luxuriant forest is overgrown with wild 

wine grapes, the so called Mustang grapes whose vines 

frequently have a diameter of 1/2 to 3/4 foot and reach 

a height of forty to fifty feet. 

The vales of the hills are also overgrown with 

wild vines, of which there are ten blue varieties suitable 

for wine making. The wine from grapes ripened in the 

subtropic Texas sun resembles heavy Hungarian wine. The 

farm products are principally cotton, corn, rice, wheat, 

potatoes, sweet potatoes, sorgum, and tobacco. All garden 

fruits thrive well. 

The mountains are cedar bedeckt, the valleys 

contain delightful prairies with occasional groves of 

trees of ten or twelve varieties of oaks. The whole 

valley resembles a park, whose diversity and variety 

cannot be easily duplicated elsewhere. Cactus, yucca, 

and mimosa give the valley a subtropical appearance 

especially notable during the spring when the snow white 

blossoms of the yucca lighten the valley. The banks of 

the streams or bottoms contain poplars, mulberries, 

walnuts, and pecans, also acorns. 
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Boerne twenty years ago and today are frankly 

vastly different--formerly huts, today fine large stone 

houses, three large hotels, all indicating one attainment 

of culture. Boerne is the El Dorado for consumptives, 

the invigorating mountain air, the springs, strengthens 

and encourage the sick. Whosoever come to Boerne in time 

and remains long enough recovers from tuberculosis or 

grows old in spite of it. Genial it is up here, too, on 

the 8th, 9th, and 10th of October 1881. We celebrated 

our first song feasts of the Texan Hills Saengerfest 

Association and though it rained, 125 singers partici

pated. May Boerne grow and prosper, may many more 

establish friendly homes and others find recuperation 

here and may the hill residents cling to their cheerful 

way of life .1 

1From Schuetze's Yarbuch fuer Texas, 1882, 
pp. 29-31. 



APPENDIX H -

AN ACT TO CREATE THE COUNTY OF ·KENDALL 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, That all the territory comprised within the 
following limits shall be created into a new County to be 
called Kendall. Beginning at the south-east corner of 
Gillespie County; thence West to a point on the south 
line of said county; from which a line running due south 
will cross the Guadalupe River one mile above the public 
square of the town of Comfort, for the north-west corner 
of Kendall County; thence south about twenty-five and a 
half miles to the north-east boundary line to the head of 
Balcone's (sic) creek, where the West boundary line of 
Survey No. 408 in the name of A. Gayton crosses the same; 
thence down with the meanders of Balcone's (sic) creek to 
its mouth; thence in a direct course with the north-west 
boundary line of Comal County to the mouth of Curry's 
creek, being about fourteen miles 45° east; thence with 
the next course of the north-west line of Comal County, 
five miles; thence in a direct course about twenty miles 
north 27° west to the place of beginning. 

Section 2. That Adam Vogt be and is hereby appointed a 
Commissioner to organize said new County of Kendall, and 
it is hereby made his duty to do the same by ordering an 
election fbr county officers according to the general laws 
regulating elections; said election to be held on a day by 
him to be named, and due notice ~o the s~e to be give~ in 
accordance with the laws regulating elections; that said 
election to be held at a point, or points within the limits 
of said County, to be by the said Vogt named and ~uly pub
lished in said County; and when the returns.of said e~e~
tion have been made to said Vogt, he shall issue certif~
cates of election to the persons elected, and shall admin
ister the oath of office to them in due form; provided, 
that in case of the failure to act of said Vogt, it shall 
be the duty of the Chief Justice of Blanco County to 
perform the duties herein required of him. 
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Section 3. That so soon as the said County of Kendall 
has been organized as aforesaid, and the officers of same 
qualified according to law--they shall enter upon the 
discharge ?f their respective offices, and all courts in 
and for said County shall be held at Boerne, until the 
County seat of said County shall be permanently located 
as hereinafter provided. 

Section 4. That it shall be the duty of the county court 
of Kendall County to select two or more sites nearest the 
centre of said new County having respect for any donations 
of land that may be made for that purpose, as well as 
conveniences of water, and when so selected, the Chief 
Justice of said County shall order an election, to fix 
said county seat, which shall be conducted according to 
the general laws respecting elections for County officers; 
and of at the first election neither of the sites so 
selected shall receive a majority of all votes cast, then 
the Chief Justice shall order another election to be held 
for the two sites receiving the highest number of votes, 
and the site receiving a majority of all the votes cast 
at any such election, shall be declared the County Seat, 
and the County Court shall designate the name of the same. 

Section 5. The County Court of Kendall County may pur
chase, if necessary, or receive by donation, lands not 
exceeding three hundred and twenty acres, for the use of 
the County, and lay off the site so selected, into suitable· 
lots, and after selecting and setting apart such suitable 
lots as may be necessary for a Courthouse, jail, clerks' 
office, school-houses, and burying grounds, they shall 
proceed to sell the remainder or such portion thereof as 
they may deem necessary, at public auction, at such time 
and upon such terms as will most conduce to the interest 
of the County. And shall apply the proceeds thereof to 
the erection of necessary public buildings for the use of 
the County. 

Section 6. That the Commissioner above named, shall be 
entitled to three dollars for every day that he is neces
sarily employed or detained in holding said elections and 
organizing said County of Kendall. 

Section 7. That this act take effect from and after its 
passage. 
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N. H. Darnell 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Jno. M. Crockett 
President of the Senate Approved 10 Jany, 1862 

F. R. Lubbock 

I certify that this act passed the House of Representatiies 
January 8th, 1862 by a 2/3 vote. 

W. L. Chalmers, Chf Clk 

I certify that the within act originated in the Senate 
November 1861 and passed December 3, 1861 by a 2/3 vote. 

P De Cordera Sec. of Senate 

Received at Executive Department January 10, 1862. 

C. L. West, Secy of State1 

1 Gammel, The Laws of Texas, V: 32-33. 



APPENDIX I 

PETITION OF CITIZENS IN THE KENDALL COUNTY 
AREA APPLYING FOR A NEW COUNTY 

George Wilkins Kendall 
H. W. Philipp 
F. Wendler 
E. Degener 
A. Vogt 
H. W. Vaughan 
Erastus Reed 
August Staffel 
S. S. Jamison 
F. W. Shaeffer 
Seaman Field 
Fisher A. Kibling 
Henry Jacobs 
H. Meckel 
Frederic Meckel 
Daniel Meckel 
Karl Wessely 
Wm. Wills 
Julius Phillips 
F. Fabra 
W. C. Prentice 
Joseph Tait 
Gottfried Seewald 
W. Kuhfuss 
F. Werner 
Jacob Theis 
Leopold Schultz 
M. Baumann 
Gustav Bergemann 
Heinrich Dietert 
Fr. Lenz 
Joseph Graham 
Jacob Sims 
A. Pfeiffer 
August Pfeiffer 

· J. Herff 
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Carl Adam 
Ch. Fritz Louis 
H. Dienger 
W. Friedrich 
J. D. Johns 
E. A. Cooper 
Philip Zoeller 
Franz Boehm 
Augustus Vogt 
E. M. Morehouse 
George M. Green 
Max Falkenstein 
Franz Schwarz 
Mathias Schwarz 
George Krause 
Carl Seewald 
Louis Krause 
C. Aman 
Heinrich Vogt 
Philip F. Theis 
W. Vogt 
Joseph Beryman 
Wilhelm Pfeiffer 
T. F. Stendeback 
Wilhelm Beyer 
Fr. Treidmann 
John Herman 
John B. Deering 
John Yates 
Anton Beyer 
C. C. Kelley 
Franz Riedel 
J. Wenz 
J. Scherz 
W. G. Kingsbury 
Charles M. Palmer 
C. ? 
Karl Heiligromann 
Heinrich Heiligmann 
Charles Wenzel 
W.W. Williams 
Peter Schaefer 
F. W. J. Lohmann 
Henry Wendler 
H. G. Kroebely 
Ignatz Minnich 
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Conrad Adam 
Heinrich Hasenkampe 
Gottlieb Stephan 
Julius Dresel 
Simon Hernandez 
Christoph Radius 
Hugo Degener 
Hilmar Degener 
N. Zink 
W. Geissler 
G. Bonner 
G. Hobart? 
C. Steines 
H. Bitt 
Herman Has enkampe 1 
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1Biesele, The History of the German Settlements, 
p. 173. 



APPENDIX J 

KENDALL COUNTY CENSUS 1870--EXCERPT 

1Excerpt from the Kendall County Census Record of 
1870. Precinct Number 1, page 4, line 34. Microfilm Roll 
1524. Copies of this record can be found in any large 
public library in the Genealogical Section or in the Texas 
State Library. This 1870 Census includes name of head of 
household, wife, and children's names, age, sex, race, 
occupation of each along with place of birth. All persons 
living in Kendall County in 1870 are listed in this record. 
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