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CHAPTER I 

NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

A. Introduction 

One of the most important factors that distinguishes 

the human being from all other living forms is his capabil

ity to chronicle and preserve knowledge. Man has survived 

hostile and negative aspects of this environment primarily 

through his ability to transmit knowledge and educate suc

ceeding generations. With the passage of time many of his 

varied experiences and records of such events accumulated 

to form what constitutes history. Webster defines history 

as an account of what has happened in the past. History 

also is that branch of knowledge which records and finds 

meaning in past events. Without adequate sources, of what

ever kind, historical study would be impossible. The de

velopment, progress, and existence of civilization would 

never have been possible without such appropriate documen

tation. 

Since the beginning of recorded time, libraries and 

archives have become depositories of data, and as such they 

function as the recorded memory of society. The librarian 

is and always has been the custodian of this collective 

memory and ·one of his major tasks has been to collect 

1 
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information, organize it and provide for appropriate dis

semination so that it may be effectively available for use. 

More and more material is published, and in a variety of 

formats. There is no reasonable anticipation that this 

rate of growth in published material will diminish. The 

Council of Library Resources, in its publication Towards 

the Library of the 21st Century (Washington, 1964), sug

gested in 1963 that the world's stock of individual book 

titles was about 200 million, with the prospect of that 

figure being doubled every 15 to 20 years. The projection 

was considerably underestimated since in recent years many 

developed countries have been publishing a greater and 

greater volume of materials. 

The task of collecting published materials has be

come increasingly formidable. Due in part to the explosion 

of communication technology and development in the last 

decade, the world in some respects has become smaller. As 

science, technology, and world trade developed, the quant

ity of published records has increased geometrically. 

Every year the scientific-technical community increases 
in size by about 7 percent, its supply of information 
by 11 percent. It is estimated that in fifteen years' 
time, including the foreseeable development in Third 
World countries, there will be 30 to 35 million scien
tists, economists, technicians, etc., producing infor
mation, the annual output being 12 to 14 million docu
ments. In ten years' time the annual rate of growth 
(in 1957-1967): 9.5 percent, in 1967-1971: 10.6 per
cent) w~ll in the scientific field be about 12.5 
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percent (which means at least 1.5 million more publica
tions yearly than in the immediately preceding year). 
In these spheres the need of information grows at ap
proximately the same rate as the increase in its pro
duction.1 

B. Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to review and evaluate 

the background and development of bibliographic controls 

and services in Egypt, to study the current status and 

problems of the principal types of bibliographies and bib-_ · 

liographic services in the country, and to advance recom

mendations for improvement. 

Close attention has been directed to statements and 

recommendations published by such organizations as Inter

national Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) and the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi

zation (UNESCO) in order to enable this study to incorpor

ate those aspects of their recommendations which are rele

vant and applicable to bibliographic control in Egypt. 

Also, other significant international or worldwide 

studies, as applicable and/or related, have been analyzed 

for possible utilization in the author's work with Egypt. 

Recommendations made by other national library agencies 

1Esko Hakli, "A Unified Approach to Science Informa
tion and Research Libraries in -Finland," U~ESCO Bulletin 
for Libraries 28 (September-October 1974) :245-48. 
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have been evaluated and, if relevant, utilized as criteria 

in analyzing Egypt's problems. 

Studies which have concerned the role and function 

of a national library and bibliographic information systems 

or networks in other countries were used as guides for pur

suing this project. 

Some notable examples of such studies are: the Li

brary of Congress Network Advisory Group's document, Toward 

a National Library and Information Service Network: the , 

2 Library Bibliographic Component; the Report to the Li-

brarian of Congress from the Task Force on Goals, Organiza

tion and Planning; 3 and the Proceedings of the National 

Conference on the State of Canadian Bibliography.
4 

The 

documents, International Congress on National Bibliogra

phies, Final Report (Paris, UNESCO, 1978); Proceedings of 

the Regional Conference on Bibliographic Preparation of the 

2 . . . d Henriette D. Avram and Lenore S. MaruJania, es., 
Toward a National Library and Information Service Network: 
The Library Bibliographic Comeonent. Prepared by the Li
brary of ·congress Network Advisory Group (Washington, D.C.: 
The Library of Congress, 1977). 

3u.s. Library of Congress, Task Force on Goals, Or
ganization and Planning, Report to the Librarian of Con
ress from the T~sk Force on Goals, Or anization and Plan

ning Was ington, D.C.: The Library of Congress, 1977 • 

411 National Conference on the State of Canadian Bib
liography, Vancouver, Cc,1nada, May 22-24, 1974," Proceedings 
(Ottawa: National Library of Canada, 1977). 
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Arab Book (Riyad, Saudi Arabia: ALECSO, 1974); Proceedings 

of the IFLA Worldwide Seminar, Seoul 1976 (Seoul: Kaplan 

Library Association, 1976); and Intergovernmental Confer

ence on the Planning of National Documentation, Library and 

Archives Infrastructures, Paris, 23-27 ·september 1974, 

Final Report (Paris: UNESCO, 1975), have been utilized. 

The study discusses the current role of the Egyptian 

National Library and recommends changes that would improve 

the effectiveness and efficiency of the national institu

tion in its work in bibliographic control. This has been 

accomplished by surveying the present status of the offi

cial National Bibliography of Egypt, the bibliographical 

services covering trade books, and the bibliographical 

services of the Egyptian government. The available bib

liographies have been described and their importance, use, 

scope, arrangement and development reviewed. 

The author also evaluated the present state of in

formation and bibliographic services in Egypt in order to 

determine what problems would be encountered if a national 

information system or a national bibliographic center were 

to be established. 

The current role of the Egyptian National Library 

(ENL) in the development of a national bibliographic system 

through exploitation of rapidly developing computer and 
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telecommunication technology has been described. 

The contribution made by national, private, and re

gional institutions such as the Department of Documentation 

and Information of the Arab Educational, Cultural and 

Scientific Organization (ALECSO, headquartered in Cairo) in 

collaboration with UNESCO, in bibliographic services and 

information systems has been examined. 

Services of other national scientific and technical 

information centers such as the National Information and 

Documentation Center (NIDOC) and their publications or con

tribution in bibliographic and information services have 

been investigated. 

This study has also inventoried the available trade 

and national bibliographies, official publications of the 

Egyptian government, bibliographical services of the book 

industry, learned societies, and libraries and research 

centers. It has explored the feasibility of establishing a 

national bibliographical center which would be responsible 

for compiling and publishing traditional printed union 

lists of serials holdings, speci~l bibliographies and other 

related items in all Egyptian libraries. 
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C. Methods and Procedures 

The present investigation has undertaken two general 

objectives. First, examination of the present state of 

bibliographic controls and services in Egypt has been made; 

second, the potential and desirable r6le of the Egyptian 

National Library in bibliographic and information service 

has been discussed. 

The author personally interviewed certain knowledge

able Egyptian officials and examined and collected many 

current publications in Egypt during 1977. The objective 

was to review the ongoing activities and projected plans of 

the Egyptian National Library and other national and 

specialized institutions in the area of bibliographic 

activities as well as in the automation of certain of these 

services. 

Since the objective of the study has been to pin

point areas of bibliographic activities on the national 

level, the plans of the national institution were surveyed 

and compared with those of other institutions (academic, 

special, etc.). The survey was carried out by meetings and 

interviews of management and operating personnel and by 

consulting with a cross-section of the library's community, 

including academic and specialized libraries. The survey 

involved an investigation of the role of the Egyptian 
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National Library in the provision of a national information 

network. 

On-site observations were made and informal inter

views with librarians, government officials and general 

directors of major universities in the country were also 

conducted during a three-week period. 

The concept of a national bibliographic service has 

been scrutinized. This is defined as 

••. including service emanating from a national bib
liographic agency, e.g., the National Library and Docu
mentation Center, to support the nation's libraries by 
eliminating costly duplication of bibliographic pro
cessing, and as providing tools for consistent and uni
form cataloging data.5 

Opinions concerning the present practice of the 

national, academic and special libraries and their future 

needs and development were also ascertained through inter

views with the Undersecretary of Cultural Affairs and other 

similarly prominent individuals in the library field. 

Data were also gathered from published monographs, 

library literature and reports of the specialized informa

tion and documentation centers. Other related unpublished 

reports in mimeographed or typewritten form were received 

through personal solicitation. 

5Avram and Marujania, Toward a National Library and 
Information Service Network: The Library Bibliographic 
Component. 
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D. Organization of the Study 

Subsequent chapters in this study have been organ

ized as follows: 

Chapter II explores the general background and his

tory of the Egyptian National Bibliography. This includes 

information on general bibliographies and national library 

catalogs in general; examination of the current National 

Bibliography and its development; and brief background in

formation on bibliographies and catalogs of other libraries 

and institutions subsequent to 1955 when the official pub

lication of the Egyptian National Bibliography began. 

Chapter III reviews the official publications of the 

Egyptian government and its agencies, especially those of 

the Documentation Center of the Ministry of Education. 

Also, the role of the Egyptian government as a publisher 

has been described. 

Chapters IV and V analyze tl1e national, trade, and 

special types of bibliographies, with attention focused on 

the contribution made by national and private institutions 

toward bibliographic controls and services. 

Chapter VI is devoted to the National Egyptian Li

brary and its contemporary role in national bibliographic 

control as well as in a national and international informa

tion systems network. 



10 

Finally, Chapter VII summarizes the findings of the 

study, with recommendations for improvement and future 

developments. 



CHAPTER II 

GENERAL BACKGROUND OF EGYPTIAN 

NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A. Introduction 

The Egyptian National Library (ENL) was founded in 

1870 by Ali Mubarak, then Minister of Education (in Cairo). 

He urged the accumulation of different books and magazines 

and also emphasized the importance of the preservation of 

rare books and manuscripts as well. In 1904, a new build

ing was constructed, particularly for books and manuscripts, 

at Bab Al-Khalq (in Cairo), to which the library collection 

of 54,000 volumes was transferred and has since remained. 

During the 1950s it became evident that more and 

more attention was devoted to the development and estab

lishment of a new, modern library building for the national 

library in conformity with new library trends. The pro

vision of necessary central library services, leadership, 

and participation in the planning and overail development 

of national information systems assumes relatively full de- . 

velopment of the range of national library services and 

functions. Likewise, the Egyptian National Library performs 

the following, which are examples of the important central 

services and functions: 

11 
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(1) produces and publishes the national bibliography 

(current and retrospective); 

(2) acquires and keeps up to date a large and repre

sentative collection of foreign literature including books 

about the country; 

(3) acts as a national bibliographic information 

center; 

(4) compiles union catalogs; and 

-(5) provides adequate representation of the nation's 

library interests at the international level. 

B. General Bibliographies and National 
Library Catalogs: Background Information 

The Egyptian National Library publishes general bib

liographies as well as bibliographies on special subjects. 

Similarly, the National Library collects from as wide a 

subject area as possible regardless of language or country . 

or origin. "In 1873 a valuable collection of European 

books was presented to the library by the earliest 'Egypto

logical Association' which had been founded in Cairo [in] 

1836." 1 Since its inception, the collection and preserva

tion of all significant materials published in the country 

have been among the major functions entrusted to the 

1The EryJ2tian National Library, compiled by Abdel 
Moneim MousaCairo: n.p., 1968). 
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national institution. In this capacity the library has 

issued printed catalogs for its valuable collections of 

ancient and classical Arabic works. Some of these collec

tions include: 

(1) a collection of Arabic papyri and manuscripts 

illustrating the evolution of Arabic writing through the 

first four centuries of the Hijra; 2 

(2) a precious collection of handwritten copies of 

the Qur'an, one of which is said to have been written dur

ing th~ Khalif Osman period; 

(3) a collection of some illustrated persian manu

scripts; and 

(4) a collection of some old Arabic and Oriental 

. 3 . 
coins. 

The library has also issued irregularly some printed 

catalogs. Subject catalogs (8 volumes) covering the hold

ings until 1938 were published for fiction and drama, his

tory, geography and maps, philology, literature, religion, 

and useful arts. The library has also issued printed 

· 2B. Moritz, ed., Arabic Paleography; A Collection of 
Arabic Texts from the First Centur of the Hidjra till the 
Year 000 Cairo: 905 • 

3Egyptian National Library, Catalo~ue of the Collec
tion of Arabic Coins Preserved in the Khe ivial Librar at 
Cairo, y Stan ey Lane-Poo e Lon on: B. Quaritc1, 
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catalogs comprising (1) subject catalog of Egypt (3 vol

umes) ; 4 (2) title catalog for Arabic manuscripts from 1936-

1955; and (3) title catalog for Persian manuscripts until 

19 36. 

The National Library has issued a variety of retro

spective bibliographies, catalogs and lists, which taken in 

their entirety approximate a national bibliography. "Egyp

tian retrospective bibliographies are too numerous to 

enumerate here. However, a brief mention should be made of 

the Cultural Record (al-Sijil al-thaqafi) for 1947-1948, 

and the annual bulletin of additions to the National Li

brary, and its printed catalogs covering the period from 

1892-1949. 115 The 1948 and 1949 copies of the Annual Bulle.;_ 

tin were presented to the author, in addition to other 

catalogs and bibliographies by the Egyptian National Li

brary. The introduction to the 1949 edition of the Annual 

Bulletin, Foreign Books volume, stated: 

The Bulletin of the Egyptian National Library provides 
the public with a reference to its annual accessions. 
It is in two parts; one reveals the accessions of 
Arabic and Oriental languages in printed and manuscript 
form; and the other shows the accessions of foreign 

4Egyptian National Library, Egypt, Subject Cata
logue (Cairo: Egyptian National Library Press, 1957- ) • 

5Moharned M. Aman, "Bibliographical Services in the 
Arab Countries," College and Research Libraries 21 (July 
1970) :252. 
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books. The books are classified in accordance witl1 a 
special scheme devised to suit local needs. An author 
and a subject index are appended.6 

The introduction further stressed the importance of publish

ing the Bulletin by stating that "It is needless to stress 

the importance of publishing the Bulletin at a time when we 

have not yet published an Egyptian National Bibliography. 117 

These works were general catalogs of Egyptian imprints and 

Arabic literature based mainly on trade records. Their 

entries varied from short-title to detailed entries, often 

with some additional information. There was no standard 

classification scheme used. Books were classified accord

ing to a special scheme devised to suit local needs with 

author and subject indexes included. Because the compilers 

were individuals of varied experience, their works reflect 

a considerable expertise and awareness, particularly when 

one considers the limited number of bibliographic aids at 

their disposal. All of these works, although limited in 

.scope, will obviously need to be consulted in the compila

tion of a major retrospective Egyptian national bibliogra

phy. "Published general library catalogues are essential 

6Egyptian National Library, General Catalog of Addi
tions, 1949 (English edition; Cairo: National Library 
Press, 1949). 

7rbid. 
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retrospective search tools, and their contribution to uni

versal bibliographic control must be viewed in that light. 

The major contribution, however, is made by current na

tional bibliographies and the associated retrospective 

national bibliography." 8 

It should be mentioned that the state of Egyptian 

retrospective national bibliography is not adequate for re

search and serious studies. However, it is true that cer

tain areas have been covered and there are impressive ear

lier works covering different subjects that will contribute 

much to the national bibliography. 

C. Principal Types of National Bibliography 

The Arab Republic of Egypt 
(A.R.E.) National Bibliography 

The Egyptian National Library has consistently pio

neered in the dissemination of knowledge throu~h its pub-
, 

lished bibliographies. Its management laid equal stress on 

the dissemination and collection of information. Tradi

tional methods of listing and indexing were employed. 

Annual library bulletins were issued between 1890 and 1950. 

Special lists, bibliographies, and notes of accessions were 

8oonald Edward Davinsqn, Bibliographic Control (Ham
den, Conn.: Linnet Books, 1975), p. 30. 
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a regular feature of these bulletins. Printed lists of 

books on papyri and Arabic manuscripts owned by the library 

were issued from 1900-1950. Since the various bibliogra

phies and catalogs issued by the Egyptian National Library 

do not offer a key to the complete collection, and since 

such a key would be extremely valuable to scientists and 

researchers in all parts of the world, steps were taken be

ginning in 1954 to provide that key. The Egyptian Publica

tions Bulletin (al Nashrah el-misriyyah lil-Matbu'at), the 

official national bibliography of Egypt, was thus born out 

of a war-time need to disseminate information about Egyp

tian publications. 

The Egyptian Publications Bulletin; the A.R.E. Na

tional Bibliography is an annual publication .of all Egyp

tian imprints. It is an excellently planned and executed 

national bibliography, prepared at the National Library and 

Archives and based upon the books deposited at the Legal 

Deposit Office, which corresponds to the U.S. Copyright 

Office. 

In this examination of the current national bibliog

raphy, an explanation of its purpose and a brief history of 

the publication illustrates how its scope has been extended, 

its entries have become more detailed, and how its problems 

of publication are being met and resolved. 
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As the national bibliography, the Egyptian Publica

tions Bulletin (hereinafter referred to as the Bulletin) is 

of prime importance because (1) it is the vehicle through 

which records of Egypt's publications are established; 

(2) it contributes to international bibliography by making 

its records available beyond the boundaries of Egypt; 

(3) it disseminates information about Egyptian publications, 

in Arabic, English, and foreign languages; and (4) it lists 

items published in other countries if they were written by 

Egyptians. 

At the onset of publication in 1955, it was decided 

that it was necessary to include in the Bulletin materials 

published in other countries if prepared by Egyptians. By 

including such items or materials all works of an Egyptian 

author could be listed in one bibliography. Egyptian publi

cations translated into other languages are also included. 

Each Bulletin entry is a source of valuable informa

tion. The entry includes information on prices and sources 

of items. The Anglo-American Cataloging rules (North 

American Text) are followed in the descriptive part of the 

entry in order to provide a standardized record. The ar

rapgement of entries in classified subject order is of as

sistance to librarians and researchers seeking information 

or compiling bibliographies on particular topics. 
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Publication of the Bulletin began in 1955 as an 

annual; subsequently it was issued as three numbers a year 

from 1956-59. It first appeared as a separate one-volume 

publication with the 1969 volume, is.sued by the National 

Library and Archives (the annual, biennial, and quinquen

nial cumulations appeared in three volumes from 1955 until 

1969}. The bibliography includes Arabic Books, and Publi

cations in Foreign Languages (in two separate sections 

bound as one}. 

The Bulletin is divided into four sections followed 

by indexes. Section I (the main one) is a classified list 

of printed works, arranged in a modified, broad Dewey Deci

mal Classification (DDC). Section II contains entries for 

government publications. School books are listed in Sec

tion III. Children's and young adults' books, arranged in 

broad DDC subject divisions, make up Section IV. The in

dexes follow the four sections and are arranged alphabeti

cally: (1) title index, (2) author and translator index, 

(3) subject index, and (4) publishers and publishing houses 

index. The alphabetical index for publishers was added in 

later years, 1974 to date. 

The Publications in Foreign Languages portion is 

divided into three subsections: main, government publica

. tions, and school books, followed by indexes. Full 
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bibliographic information has been given for each entry. 

Under the main class, entries are arranged alphabetically 

by au~~or name, from 1970 to the present, an arrangement 

which replaced the earlier one by title (1955-1969). A 

summary and history of publication of ·the Bulletin is pro

vided at the end of this chapter. 

Since the copyright law was passed in 1954, the Na

tional Library has been publishing· the Egyptian Publica

tions _Bulletin, which began as a quarterly in September 

1955, and continued as such until December 1969. Cumula

tions were at varied intervals (two-year cumulations were 

published for 1961-1962 and 1966-1967, and two five-year 

cumulations were issued for 1956-1960 and 1961-1965). An 

annual cumulation was issued for 1963 and 1964, and since 

1968 has been published annually. 

In 1969, some changes took place in the national 

institution. "In an effort to regularize the publication 

of the Bulletin, the National Library began to publish a 

Monthly Bulletin for Legal Deposit since January 1969. 

Since 1974 this Bulletin has been published quarterly under 

the title Legal Deposit Bulletin. Currently, it is 

published quarterly with annual cumulation."
9 

9Arab Republic of Egypt, National Library and Arch
ives, Egyptian Publications Bulletin, The A.R.E. National 
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Acquisition of material for listing in the Bulletin 

is mandated by government statute (since 1954). 

One of the primary methods of acquisition for na
tional libraries, aside from purchase, is the collec
tion of items by a system of compulsory free deposit by 
the various publishers working in .the country. This 
procedure is usually called "legal deposit." Whatever 
have been the motives in framing legal deposit regula
tions--and they have been pretty mixed--wherever they 
have been effectively applied, the result has been an 
enrichment of the collections of the national library.10 

The concept of obligatory or "legal deposit" did not 

exist in Egypt before 1954. It was at this time that the 

Egyptian government passed the "Legal Deposit Act" which 

was amended in 1968 to make it possible for Egyptian publi

cations to be collected systematically. 

Although copyright deposit systems were nonexistent 
in any of the Arab countries before the nineteenth cen
tury, Egypt had a Press and Registration of Books Act 
as early as 1799. However, it was not for depository 
reasons. The law did not mention any depository li
braries and all publications were never made available 
at a single center. In 18 81 a "Publication Law" was 
issued as the first complete or integrated legislation 
requiring clear identification of publication either 
written, printed, or published in modern Egypt.11 

The Legal Deposit Act requires that a publisher 

Bibliography (Cairo: General Egyptian Book Organization, 
1976), preface. 

lOD . ·bl· h. t 1 24 25 avinson, Bi iograp ic Con ro, pp. - • 

11Aman, "Bibliographical Services in the Arab Coun
tries," pp. 249-259. 
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deposit ten copies of every publication with the National 

Library and Archives, and five copies of phonograph records, 

audio tapes and other sound recordings with the Audio

visual Library of the national institution. The following 

are examples of materials listed in the National Bibliog

raphy: research reports; trade publications, including 

textbooks and books for children; government publications; 

publications of professional associations; reference boo.ks 

(including yearbooks, almanacs, guide books, directories, 

e.g., trade and professional directories, loose-leaf serv

ices, biographical dictionaries and bibliographies); pamph

lets, paperback or pocket book editions; maps (including 

those issued for tourist and advertising purposes, such as 

antiquities maps, etc.); and art books. 

A comprehensive search for notices of Egyptian pub

lications is carried on by personnel in the Legal Deposit 

Office. Also, periodicals in Arabic and English are exam

ined regularly for the purpose of locating items which have 

been prepared by Egyptians and published outside Egypt. 

Statutory responsibilities have given the national 

librarian the authority to: (1) reduce the number of de

posited items to five copies (instead of ten)--on request 

from the publisher--for those items ready to be published 

and limited to 200 copies or less; and (2) designate no 
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more than five.copies of serials, and no more than two 

copies of any other deposited material, for use in inter

national exchange of publications. 

Publishers generally cooperate with such regulations 

after being informed of the requirements. Where the Act 

states that the material is to be deposited before its dis

tribution, it also states that the material published out

side Egypt, by Egyptian authors, is to be deposited within 

three months after the publication date. 

The International Standard Book Number (ISBN) was 

adopted for monographs in 1975, and is included in entries 

if it has been found. English language publications are 

cataloged in English, and French language publications are 

treated in French. 

For every card included in the Bulletin complete bib

liographic information is given in the following sequence: 

author of the book; title; joint authors, translators, edi

tors (if any); edition (other than the first); place of 

publication; publisher; date of publication; pagination; 

size (in centimeters); series and series number (if any); 

price of the book; and the ISBN. In the lower right-hand 
1 

corner of the card a location number (order number or stock 

number in the library's storage area) is given, and in the 

lower left-hand corner the call number is located. Whenever 
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it is necessary to give a second classification number to a 

book, this number is inserted between parentheses. Each 

page is divided into two columns, and each entry is given a 

serial number (on the left side of the author's name). This 

serial number is the nurrber cited in the indexes by which a 

location of the entry is made easy in the text. 

The rules established for authors' names apply to 

all Arabic na.mes. The main entry is by author, and the 

choice of a form for the main entry is governed by the fol

lowing: (1) classic authors (those existing before the 

year 1800) are entered under their famous name; (2) modern 

authors (those existing after the year 1800) are entered 

under their full name (for example, Amro P...lawady is entered 

under Amro rather than under Alawady). English and Euro

pean authors' names are entered under the last name. If a 

work is translated into Arabic the foreign author's name is 

entered under his last name (for example, Henry Kissinger 

would be entered as Kissinger, Henry). The choice of main 

entry under the author's name started in 1969 and continued 

until the present day. This "author main entry" system 

adopted by the Egyptian National Library was already used 

by the rest of the Arab nations. Additionally, it was one 

of the main goals of the Egyptian library to issue one com

plete Arabic bibliography for all the Arab world. From 
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1955-1968, the main entry was under title. Main entries 

(titles and then authors) are printed in heavy type on a 

separate line, and are given a serial number (the only 

change since 1969 was the reversal of position to author 

and then title). 

Indexes for authors, titles, subjects and publishers 

are arranged alphabetically and given the serial numbers 

which correspond with the serial number given in the main 

entries. These indexes are printed in both Arabic and Eng

lish and included at the end of each section. This arrange

ment made it somewhat difficult to locate the indexes im

mediately since they are located somewhere in the middle of 

the Bulletin. However, the table of contents refers to the 

page number for each index. 

The publisher index includes data on publishers' 

book production output during the year which have been de

posited in the national institut~on. This index, while not 

as complete, is anal9gous to the United States publication, 

Publisher's Trade List Annual (PTLA). While PTLA is a com

mercial listing of the output of major publishing houses in 

the United States, the Bulletin index provides the same in

formation for Egyptian publishers and publishing houses. 

The Government Publications portion (Section II) in

cludes publications of ministries and governmental 
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organizations and the public sector which _represents their 

administrative activities. For school books issued by the 

Ministry of Education, the School Books section is used. 

University textbooks and scientific research studies, which 

are entered under the names of their authors, are inserted 

in the main section. 

School Books includes books of the Ministry of Edu

cation, the auxiliary books, School Summaries and books of 

methods of teaching dealing with the curricula of pre

university level. 

The serial numbers used in the indexes are preceded 

by a number and a letter, which both denote successively 

the issue number and the section in which the bibliographic 

entries occur. Serial numbers without a letter occur in 

the main section. The letters are as follows: G = Govern

ment Publications section; S = School Books section; J = 

Children and Juvenile Books section. 

The publication of the monthly, then· subsequently 

quarterly, Legal Deposit Bulletin (Nashr'at al-Ida') by the 

Egyptian National Library was intended to pr~vide and dis

seminate information about Egyptian current imprints. The 

catalogs prepared by the Copyright Office constitute the. 

volumes of copyright registration for books and other li

brary materials. These depository items have been compiled 
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and published quarterly since 1974 and continue to the 

present day. The Legal Deposit Bulletin was published 

monthly from January 1969 cntil December 1973. The annual 

cumulations of the Legal Deposit Bulletin started with the 

1969 volume, until the 1974 annual volume (published in 

1976). Since then (1974), it has been issued quarterly 

with no annual cumulation. 

In his publication A Survey of the Contents of 

Existing National Bibliographies, 12 Cheffins makes several 

descriptive inaccuracies and misleading statements concern

ing the Egyptian National Bibliography. He states that 

there are no annual cumulations of the Legal Deposit Bulle

tin; however, upon examination of the 1974 volume it is re

vealed that there have been cumulations as such for the 

years 1969 through 1974. In addition, the statement on up

to-dateness (January, February, March 1974 latest held) is 

incorrect, as this author has acquired and possesses copies 

of the quarterly issues of the 1976 and 1977 volumes. The 

statements on "arrangements" and "indexes" are inaccurate 

in that the alleged English sequence described by Cheffins 

also includes publications in French, and the publishers 

12 Richard H. A. Cheffi~s, A Survei of the Contents 
of Existing National Bibliographies (Paris: UNESCO, 1977), 
p. 21. 
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index which is a unique and valuable feature, is not men

tioned at all. 

The publication of the Egyptian National Bibliog

raphy, although an unprecedented bibliographic achievement, 

was not without deficiencies. For exa6ple, it only regis

tered Egyptian imprints since 1955. The five-year cumula

tion (1955-1960) in three volumes appeared in 1963. The 

annual list of publications deposited during 1964 appeared 

in 1966, at the same tiMe the quinquennial cumulation for 

1961-1965 appeared. 

D. Other Library Catalogs 

General bibliographic control in Egypt was markedly 

improved during the twentieth century. Control of current 

publications is regularly and adequately maintained. Pro

cedures now used enable librarians in the national library 

to report and to describe books, pamphlets, periodicals and 

government publications as soon as they are published. 

In order to carry out its national responsibility, 

the national library and its Bibliographic, Processing, 

Legal Deposit and other divisions depend on the assistance 

of many other agencies, private and public, throughout 

Egypt--publishers, societies, libraries and the government 

agencies. 
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The requirements for a complete national bibliographic 
system are such that they cannot be fulfilled by li
braries alone but rather require participation by pub
lishers and abstracting and indexing services. In the 
final analysis, the system capabilities which must be 
developed must be seen as ends important in themselves 
rather than as by-products of the internal operations 
of individual libraries.13 

Published library catalogs list primarily a large 

number of examples of recently published items. The cata

logs of the various publishers who specialize in this field 

are also useful sources of information. 14 Examples of such 

specialist publishers are the General Egyptian Book Organi

zation/Editing and Publishing House, Ministry of Education/ 

Publication Department, Documentation and Research Center 

for Education, Dar al-Maaref, Al Abram Establishment, the 

National Information and Documentation Center and the Arab 

League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization. 

The bibliographical service covering trade books is 

offered in professional library magazines, especially in 

the bi-monthly issues of the Library World/Alam Al-Maktabat. 

The text of the periodical is in Arabic and English. It 

includes classified listings of new publicatio~s, book 

13warren J. Haas, "Organizational Structures to Meet 
Future Bibliographic Requirements," Library Quarterly 47 
(July 19 77) : 274-84. 

14nook-trade bibliographies will be discussed in de
tail in Chapter V. 
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reviews and publishers; and announcements both from Egypt 

and other Arab publishers. A cumulative index is published 

every five years and the journal is indexed in Library 

Science Abstracts. 

The major contributions made to the Egyptian national 

bibliography by individuals, publishers, government agen~ 

cies and government institutions, and specialized informa

tion and documentation centers can be summarized in the 

following major categories: annual catalogs of institu

tional publications, catalogs of special collections, gov

ernment and official publications, specialized bibliogra

phies and catalogs, and catalogs of specialized information 

and documentation centers. 

A recent work which was compiled as part of a mas

ter's study at Cairo University and is now in a revised 

edition published by the American University Press in Cairo 

(1969) is Aydah Nusayr's A Bibliography of Arabic Books 

Printed in Egypt during 1926-1940; A Study and a Bibliog

raphy. This work is rich with material for a retrospective 

national bibliography. 

As the coverage of the National Bibliography was ex

tended, the collection grew, and preparation of catalog 

entries changed from simple author and title entries to 

more elaborate forms over the years; thus automation came 
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under serious consideration at the national institution. It 

is clear that such achievement fits quite naturally into tl1e 

Egyptian union catalog project which the National Library of 

Egypt is initiating. Also, a monumental project, already 

begun by the national library, is The Hundred Years Cata

logue of the National Library (1870-1969). This computer

ized "hundred years catalogue" project, still in process at 

the Egyptian National Library, was planned and begun in 

1969. 15 

The following is an overview of changes and develop

ments of the Egyptian National Bibliography; 

E. Summary and Brief Description of 
the Eglptian Publications Bulletin, 
1955-7 , and Legal Deposit 
Bulletin, 1969-77 

Egyptian Publications Bulletin (al-Nashrah al-Misriyah lil-
Marbu1at), 1955- Cairo, National Library Press, 
1955-

Frequency and title varies. 1955, Annual. (Arabic 
and English). Arranged according to Dewey Decimal 
Classification, with modification, and the main entry 
is alphabetical by title. 

At head of title: United Arab Republic, Ministry of 
Culture and National Guidance, The -National Library. 
Added title page in English. 

•
1 15A brief mention of this project here gives a fairly 
complete picture of the National Library catalogs. The 
reader will find a detailed explanation and discussion of 
this project in Chapter VI. 
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In three sections: (1) Principal publication, 
(2) Children's and School Books, (3) Iqdexes (titles, 
author and subject). 

1956-59, 3 numbers per year. 

Quinquennial Cumulation, 1955-60. Cairo, The 
National Library Press, 1963. 3 vols. 

A cumulative list of publications deposited during 
August, 1955-December, 1960. Issued in 3 vols.: 
Vol. I, Publications in Arabic Language; Vol. II, In
dexes (3), 1. Alphabetical title index; 2. Alphabeti
cal author index; 3. Alphabetical subject index. All 
three indexes are in Arabic language; and Vol. III, 
Publications in Foreign Languages, with alphabetical 
title, author and subje~t indexes. 

1961-62, Biennial. Cairo, The National Li
brary Press, 1963. 2 vols. 

A cumulative list of publications deposited during 
January, 1961-December, 1962. 

At head of title: 
brary, i.e. , 
Cairo. 

"Cairo" added to the National Li
The National Library, 

Issued in 2 vols.: Vol. I, Arabic Publications, added 
title in English, and Vol. II, Publications in Foreign 
Languages. Each volume has 3 sections: I, The prin
cipal publications; II, Children's and School Books, 
and III, Indexes (alphabetical title, author and sub
ject). Two lists are included at the beginning of 
each volume, one for main classes and another for ab
breviations. 

Annual, 1963. Cairo, The National Library -----Press, 1964. 2 vols., as above. 

----- Annual, 1964. Cairo, The National Library 
Press, 1966. 2 vols. 

Changes at head of title: ____ , Ministry of Cul-
ture (instead of Ministry of Culture and National 
Guidance), The National Library and Archives (instead · 
of The National Library, Cairo). 
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_____ Quinquennial Cumulation, 1961-65. Cairo, The 
National Library Press, 1966. 3 vols. 

A cumulative list of publications deposited during 
1961-65. The three volumes are as follows: 
Vol. I, Arabic publications, main section 
Vol. II, Sections 2 and 3 (Children's and School Books, 

and Indexes in Arabic) 
Vol. III, Publications in Foreign· Languages (including 

the three sections). 
Added at head of title: 

Bibliography Department. 

Biennial, 1966-67. Cairo, The National Li-----brary Press, 19'6 8. 3 vols. 

A cumulative list of publications deposited during 
1966-67. 
Vol. I, Arabic publications and its indexes 
Vol. II, Publications in Foreign Languages and its 

indexes 
Vol. III, Children's and School Publications and its 

indexes (both in Arabic and foreign languages). 

Added title page in English. 

Annual, 1968- Cairo, The National Library -----Press, 1969-

Sub-title: The U.A.R. National Bibliography. 

In 1968 the National Library decided to publish 

annually the Egyptian Publications Bulletin; The U.A.R. 

National Bibliography. Furthermore, the National Library 

began to publish a Monthly Bulletin for -legal deposit i terns 

since January 1969. The purpose of the monthly publication 

for February, for example, is the dissemination of current 

Egyptian publications deposited in January. 

However, the rea~er should be aware of the distinc

tion between the monthly and annual publication. The 
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annual cumulative volume of the Monthly Legal Deposit Bul

letin (Nashrat al-Idah al-Shariyah) is issued under the 

title Egyptian Publications Bulletin; The U.A.R. National 

Bibliography. The format of the annual volume is similar 

to that of previous ones, i.e., arrangement of main classes, 

sections, indexes, etc. 

The 1969 annual volume, published in 1970, has wit

nessed some radical changes. As mentioned earlier, in 

keeping up to date with national and international develop

ments, the Egyptian National Library added the classifica

tion number to every card mentioned in the annual volume. 

In fact, it began this procedure in the monthly Legal De

posit issues so that the bulletin would be more profes

sionally oriented. This useful development was welcomed 

nationwide by those working in the field. Furthermore, it 

was envisioned as one of the most important steps taken by 

the national institution toward the standardization of 

cataloging and classification procedures or methods on the 

national level. 

Over and above the addition of the call number, a 

fourth index was introduced. This is an alphabetical inde~ 

by publishers' names. 'l.1he publishers index will indicate 

the number of volumes produced and deposited during the 

year. At head of title, "Bibliography Department" was 
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omitted. 

In the 1970 annual volume of the Bulletin another 

major development took place in the compilation of the na

tional bibliography. An author main entry instead of title 

main entry was adopted. This "author main entry" system 

adopted by the Egyptian library was already used by the 

rest of the Arab nations. Additionally, it was one of the 

main goals of the Egyptian library to issue one complete 

Arabic bibliography for all the Arab world. 

Also in the same year a new section for "Government 

Publications" was added to the other three sections men

tioned earlier. This section follows directly after the 

main section. The contents of the annual volumes are in 

the following sequence: Main Section, Government Publica

tions, School Books, Children's and Juvenile books (this 

section is not included in the "Publications in Foreign 

Languages" part), and the indexes (author, title, subject, 

publishers) . 

, The A.R.E. National Biblio~raphy, The Annual 
___ V_o_l-ume 1974. The General Egyptian Book Organiza-

tion, 1976. 

Changes in the 1974 Annual Volumes are: ( 1) sub-

title changed from The U.A.R. (United Arab Republic) Na

tional Bibliography to The A.R.E. (Arab Republic of Egypt) 

National Bibliography; (2) at head of title-: Arab Republic 
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of Egypt {instead of United Arab Republic) Ministry of Cul

ture, and The National Library and Archives (remained); 

(3) the publisher's name changed from "The National Library 

Press" to "_The General Egyptian Book Organization," followed 

on a separate line by date of publication, and "Cairo" was 

omitted. 

The Legal Deposit Bulletin remains the only current 

Egyptian national bibliography. · 

The Monthly Legal Deposit Bulletin (Nashrat al-Idah al
Shariyah), January, 1969-December, 1974. Cairo, The 
National Library Press, 1969-1974. 

Frequency and title varies. 

A monthly list of publications deposited in the na
tional library, issued by the National Library and 
Archives, Cairo. 

The development of arrangements of main entry, sec
tions, publishers' names, etc., are the same as those 
of the Egyptian Publications Bulletin issues. 

The Legal Deposit Bulletin (Nashrat al-Idah), Quarterly, 
1974- . Cairo, The National Library Press, 1974-

,r 

A quarterly (January-March, April-June, July-September, 
October-December) list of publications deposited in 
the National Library and issued by the National ' Li
brary and Archives, Cairo. 



CHAP'l'ER III 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 

A. The Egyrtian Government 
as a Pun lisher 

The government is the largest publisher in Egypt, 

providing the rnajor portion of the country's total biblio

graphic output. Because education is supervised and subsi

dized by the government, all textbooks for all levels of 

education (from kindergarten to college level) are pub

lished by the government. In addition, a wide variety of 

other materials, for political indoctrination, or for the 

eradication of social problems such as illiteracy, are also 

the responsibility of the government. 

The Egyptian Government official publications vary 

in number and variety, and exceed those of any commercial 

publisher. They also vary in size (ranging from pamphlets 

to multi-volumes) and in content (from general articles to 

technical reports). Many of these publications are tran

scripts of original records, other appear as annual reports. 

Publications which are issued by different agencies present 

,statistical pictures of conditions and furnish bases for 

measuring social and economic change while others give the 

results of scientific research in both the social and 

37 
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physical sciences. All of these publications, taken as a 

whole, cover almost every field of human knowledge and en

deavor. 

As of 1978, there were 24 departments or ministries 

in the executive establishment, 1 with.over 65 administra

tive subunits of these departments issuing catalogs, in

dexes and bibliographies. Within each agency, the indi

vidual items published ranged widely. 

As a government agency, the Egyptian National Li

brary and Archives alone publishes a large number of docu

ments which range from monographic one-time works to an in

determinate number of publications, some in series format. 

The Ministries of Education, Labor, and Scientific 

Research are examples of active publishers in this respect. 

The Documentation and Research Center for Education, 
operated by the Ministry of Education, publishes bib
liographies, bulletins, and directories. Other publish
ing agencies operated directly by the government are: 
the Public Organization for Book and Scientific Ap
pliances, which specializes in textbooks and disserta
tions; the Egyptian General Organization for News Pub
lication, Distribution, and Printing; and the Egyptian 
General Organization for Editing, Translation, Publica
tion and Printing. The latter two are under the juris
diction of the Ministry of National Guidance. Most of 
these publishers produce a continuing series of books 
covering broad fields in history, political ideology, 
and culture. The series titles include The Cultural 

111 Basic Data," Middle East Economic Digest, MEED 
Special Report--Egypt (May 1978), p. 66. 
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Library, The History of Egyptian Civilization, Studies 
in Socialism, and The Diamond Book.2 

It would not be feasible even to list the many kinds 

of publications that the departments and their several sub

ordinate units issue. However, there _are agencies whose 

publications are significant and which have contributed to 

the total bibliographic output of the country. Some of 

these important publications have been noted throughout 

· this chapter. 3 These documents will be assessed with ref

erence to the guides and bibliographies published by both 

government departments and government agencies. 

"Official publications of the U.A.R. Ministry of 

Education are listed by the Documentation Centre in the 

Ministry. The first cumulative list of these publications 

was published in 1961 covering the period 1950-1960."
4 

(U.A.R. Ministry of Education, A Bibliographic Guide to the 

Publications of the Ministry of Education, 1950-1960. 

2Harvey H. Smith and others, Area .Handbook for the 
United Arab Republic (Egylt) (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Gov
ernment Printing Office, 970), p. 270. · 

3 ub· 1· . " The words and phrases "government p ications, 
"reports," and "documents" herein are used synonymously to 
minimize the monotony of repetition. 

4 Mohamed M.. Aman, "Bibliographical Services in the 
Arab Countries," College and Research Libraries 31 (July 
1970) :253. 
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Cairo: The Education Documentation Centre, 1961. 114 pp. 

[Publication in Arabic]). 

In addition to the lists of publications and other . 

educational bibliographies, the Centre also publishes 

guides and lists in other fields. "The Educational Docu

mentation Centre, which is responsible for information 

services in education on a nation-wide scale, · issues an 

annual index to the laws and decrees relating to the ac

tivities of the Ministry of Education. 115 The basic volume 

for the annual index was published in 1961 as a subject 

bibliography to all texts of laws published by the Ministry 

(U.A.R. Ministry of Education, The Documentation Centre for 

Educational Research, A Classified Bibliography to the Laws, 

Decrees, and Public Orders of the Ministry [Cairo, 

1961- ]) • This is an alphabetical subject bibliography 

containing all texts of laws, decrees, public . orders, and 

serial publications pertaining to research and investiga

tions in the field of education. It is kept up to date by 

the annual index. 

Lists of governmental institutionai publications 

usually represent the catalogs of publications issued by 

5Hishmat M. A. Kasem, "Administrative Information 
Services in the Arab Republic of Egypt," UNESCO Bulletin 
for Libraries 30(July-August 1976) :210-21. 
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the organizations interested in specific fields such as the. 

Central Agency for General Mobilization and Statistics, and 

the Institute of National Planning. The former published 

its first Catalogue of Publications in 1966, and the latter 

has issued several series of research reports in the fields 

of planning and economic and social development. The Gen

eral Egyptian Book Organization (which supersedes the Na

tional Library Press) issued, annually since 1970, a List 

of Publications available for sale from the Organization's 

main branches in Egypt as well as its distribution center 

abroad (Beirut, Lebanon). This important annual list was 

prepared by the National Bibliographical and Scientific 

Computer Center of the national institution. 

B. Government Documents and 
Their Distribution 

Until the passage of the LegalDeposit Acts of 1954 

and 1968, government documents in Egypt were seldom dis

tributed or even utilized. In fact, they were the least 

efficiently utilized of all other information publications. 

No bibliographic control exists for such documents, . 

and government agencies infrequently distribute lists of 

, their own publications. Most of the output from government 

departments were books and other monographic material. Re

lated official documents were more difficult to obtain. 
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Some of these documents were considered highly classified 

as well as of tremendous value because they contained con

fidential information. 

The problems of the availability of government pub

lications are many and enormous. For example, no centrali

zation existed with respect to publishing agency, i.e., 

there was no centralized government printing office. The 

problems of the distribution of government publications 

were also due to the fact that some were considered offi

cial, while others were semi-official. In fact, in some 

departments the distribution is centrally controlled by the 

main office for the entire department while in other de

partments or ministries which are considered to be large 

publishers (e.g., Education, Labor, and Commerce) the dip

tribution is largely in the hands of the bureaus or the 

specialized documentation centers. 

No bibliographic control existed until 1969, after 

which all government publications were deposited in the Na

tional Library. This procedure has slightly improved the 

control of these documents and contributed to their list

ings in the Egyptian Publications Bulletin; The A.R.E. Na

tional Bibliography. 

It should be stated, however, that since 1970, the 

Egyptian National Library has been providing all libraries 
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and the public with almost complete bibliographic control 

of all publications produced in Egypt through the National 

Bibliography. The "Government Publications" section in the 

National Bibliography includes publications of ministries 

and governmental organizations and the· public sector. 

Each component of the government furnishes the Na

tional Library a certain number of publications, except 

those required for official use or those required for 

strictly administrative or operational purposes which have 

no public interest or educational value and publications 

classified for reasons of national security. 

Under the "Deposit Law" it can be readily seen that 

the Egyptian National Library has as much authority to re

quest (or demand if necessary) every worthwhile government 

publication as long as it is not confidential in nature. 

C. Compilations of Government 
Publications 

Most of the government agencies compiling and issu

ing a sizeable number of publications comp1le and publish 

current lists of those available. Also, quite a few of 

those publications are compiled once a year (sometimes on 

regular bases), while others are compiled and published at 

irregular intervals. 

However, it should be explained that bibliographic. 
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services of these government agencies were inadequate and 

lacked a complete current guide to government publications. 

Moreover, at this writing there is no completely up-to-date 

guide to government documents. The only guide available, 

although now dated, and indeed considered retrospective, is 

the one-volume list of Egyptian government official publi

cations. Published in 1959 by the U.A.R. National Library, 

the Select List of Official Government Publications Issued 

in Egypt during the Years 1952-58 6 is a partial listing of 

official government publications arranged by issuing agency 

with title. It lists publications in Arabic and foreign 

languages, arranged alphabetically by title under agency 

name. The information given is limited to the title of the 

publication, with author's name (in a few instances), and 

publication date (if any). The issuing agency's name (in 

bold-face type) is given on a separate line (actually in 

the center), followed by the list of publications of that 

particular agency. For example: 

ALEXANDRIA UNIVERSITY 

- The Library of Ancient Alexandria (lecture 
delivered at the University Reception Hall, 
Monday, Dec. 21 at 1953.) By William Linn 
Westerman. 

6 u.A.R., Wizarat al-Thaqafah wal-Irshad al-Qawm!, 
Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya, Cairo, Qaimah bi-bad al-matbfiat 
hukumiyah 1952-1958 (Cairo, 1959. 
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SERVICES DES ANTIQUITES 

- Musee du Caire, Description Sommaire des 
principaux Monuments, 1956. 

Since it represents a partial or select list of gov

ernment documents (i.e., not a comple~e collection), the 

guide falls far short of an ideal bibliographic service, 

espeically for retrospective subject searches. 

The list embraces the years 1952-58, after which the 

author refers readers to the "Government Publications Sec

tion" of the Egyptian National Bibliography annual volume, 

Egyptian Publications Bulletin; The A.R.E. National Bih-

l . 7 iography. 

Official government publications can be found i~, 

and acquired from, the quarterly issues of the Legal Deposit 

Bulletin (Nashrat al-Ida'), 1974- , compiled by the Legal 

Deposit Office of the National Library. 

Systematic official compilation and recording of 

documents began with the establishment of the "Government 

Publications'' section in the National Bibliography.
8 

From 

1970 to date, this section in the Egyptian Publications 

Bulletin has been considered the basic record ·for government 

7This actually begins with the 1970 volume. 

. 8Arab Republic of Egypt, National Library and Arch-
ives, Egyptian Publications Bulletin, The A.R.E. National 
Bibliography (Cairo: GEBO, 1976). 
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publications. 

Each entry includes full bibliographic information 

arranged alphabetically by author, under classified subject 

headings, with call number included. Publications in 

Arabic are listed separately from those in foreign lan

guages. The organization of the "Government Publications" 

section in the Bulletin follows (typically) that of the main 

section, which is systematic throughout, for both Arabic and 

f . 1 ubl. . 9 oreign anguage . p ications. 

"The monthly Accessions List: Middle East (with 

annual index), edited by the American Libraries Book Pro

curement Centre, Cairo, as a part of the Library of Congress 

Public Law 480 Project, includes official publications of 

the United Arab Republic, and also, to the extent available, 

those of Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and 

10 the League of Arab States." 

A more comprehensive listing of government publica

tions, particularly for the years 1959 through 1970, is 

needed. The compilation of a guide to government publica

tions for the aforementioned years would be a project well 

worth undertaking. 

9see Chapter II for detailed explanation of entry 
arrangement in the Bulletin. 

10 James B. Childs, "Government Publications," Library 
Trends 15 (January 1967) :378-97. 
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D. Inter~overnmental Organizations 
and Bibliographic Control 

Until recently, government documents and their im

portance as primary sources of information in all fields of 

research were not fully comprehended by the majority of 

people in Egypt, in general, and in the Arab World, in par

ticular. Due to unawareness of their utility or depart

mental origin, many of these publications were not pre

served. With the exception of Egypt, 

.•. Arab government publications do not always find 
their way into the right hands. Unfortunately, old 
documents are often destroyed before thought is given 
to keeping these materials in the proper manner by a 
responsible agency. What comes from government depart
ments are books and monographic material, not the im
portant documents and limited distribution publications. 
This situation reflects upon Arab librarianship in the 
sense that there is as yet no investigation as to the 
problems of cataloging, distributing, and using Arabic 
government publications.11 

During the 1970s, the situation in the Arab world 

was quite different when the League of Arab States (Arab 

League) became seriously involved in the problem of official 

documentation of all essential publicatio~s. However, 

Egypt has always been deeply involved in inter-Arab affairs, 

including the League of Arab States. The "Arab League is 

an organi~ation of Arab nations. Its purpose as expressed 

11Aman, "Bibliographical Services in the Arab Coun
tries," p. 253. 
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in the Pact of the League of Arab States, is to promote 

closer political, economic, cultural, and social relations 

12 among the members." The Arab League has its permanent 

headquarters at Cairo. "The League of Arab States, estab

lished in fhe Middle East and North Africa in 196~, has 

specialized agencies of the Arab States, all with Arabic as 

· . 13 the working language." 

The Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific 

Organization (ALECSO}, was one of the specialized agencies 

of the Arab League, and came into being in 1970. ALECSO 

functions as the Regional Intergovernmental Organization 

for the development of educationai, cultural and scientific 

information in the region, with its permanent headquarters 

in Cairo. The principal departments and organs of ALECSO 

are: 

Department of Education 
Department of Culture 
Department of Natural Sciences 
Department of Documentation and Information 
The Institute of Manuscripts 
The Institute of Arab Research and Studies 
The Arab Literacy and Adult Education Organization 

(ARLO) 
The· Arabization Coordination Bureau 

12world Book Encyclopedia, 1970 ed., S. V. "Arab 
League," by Charles P. Schleicher. 

13James B. Childs, "Government Publications (Docu
ments)," Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science 
(New York: Marcel Dekker, 1973)10:36-140. 
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The Khartoum Institute for Preparing Specialists in the 
Teaching of Arabic as a Foreign Language 

The Audio-Visual Arab Center 
The Bahrain Centre for Cadres and Leaders in Literacy 

and Adult Education.14 

One of the main developments of the organization was 

the fostering of the concept of Arab documentation, librar

ies, archives, and information systems, and at the same 

time the organization's experience in the publications 

field was most useful. 

The first general meeting of ALECSO and other inter

governmental organizations, held in Cairo in July 1970, 

gave the opportunity for discussion of a wide range of 

achievements since the existence of the League of the State 

in 1964. 

The Department of Documentation and Information of 

ALECSO has been most active in the field of bibliographic 

control of Arab government documents and· publications. 

Arab ministries, organizations, general and specialized li

braries dealing with education, culture, science and docu

mentation are requested to provide ALECSO with news concern

ing their activities and with copies of their publications. 

Some of these publicc3.tions have presented many problems in 

identification and classification. The need for a better 

14ALECSO Newsletter, No. 15 (May 1977), Table of Con-
· tents. 
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system for the control of bibliographic recording of infor

mation on the regional and/or national level was envisioned 

by ALECSO's Department of Documentation and Information. 

The activities of the organization with respect to 

bibliographic control were varied, from surveys of existing 

systems for recording of bibliographic data to symposia and 

conferences on "Bibliography and Bibliographic Control" of 

Arab publications. 

The following are some of the achievements of ALECSO 

in the field of documentation and information systems: 

(1) The organization prepared, published and dis

tributed the publication Arabization of ISBD, 15 which was 

followed by a number of supplements, to promote the use of 

international standards for description of data and to as

sist Arab catalogers and bibliographers in implementing 

those standards in the descriptive portion of the record. 

(2) It established a general framework of a new 

C 1 . . . b b 1 ' . 16 Th assification Scheme for Ara pu ications. e 

15 · · 1 'bl' h' D Saad M. El-Hagras, Internationa Bi iograp ic e-
scri tion: Translation, Ada tion and A lication, 2d ed. 
Cairo: ALECSO, Dept. of Documentation and Information, 

1976). [In Arabic] 3 vols.: Vol. 1, Arab Bibliographers 
and International Standards; Vol. ~, Translation of the 
Anglo-American Cataloging Rules; Vol. 3, Adaption of ISBD
supplements. 

16Abu El-Nour, l'..bd El-Wahab Abd El-Salam, The Arabic 
Classification Scheme; General and Principal Outline (Cairo: 
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establishment of an authoritative Arabic classification 

scheme, without doubt, had helped in making the biblio

graphic record of Arab publications in accordance with 

agreed international standards for recording bibliographic 

da .. ta. 

(3) In addition to the Arabic classification scheme 

and the Arabization of ISBD, the organization has estab

lished a "general framework" for a list of subject headings, 

regarding Islamic discipline. The list consists of more 

than 1500 Arabic subject headings, and it could be utilized 

as a guide to Arabic literature in that discipline. 

Much of the work of ALECSO in the field of documen

tation and information in the past fourteen years has been 

directed to works relevant to bibliographic control in the 

Arab world as well as to universal bibliographic control. 

In a world which is unevenly composed of over
privileged and under-privileged countries, where eco
nomic resources rest unequally and what in one country 
seems a commonplace--computers, typewriters, copying 
machines--in another may seem a far distant and impos
sible dream, yet the objective of international stan
dards rests firm with or without the computer. All 
countries can participate as component parts of a 
world-wide UBC system if their contribution follows 

Arab League for Educational, Cultural, and Scientific Or
. ganization, Department of Documentation and Information, 

1976). [in ..:\rabic]. · 
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patterns and standards that are universal; and equally 
can receive.17 

E. Conclusion 

A slowly but steadily increasing appr~ciation can 
be discerned of the importance o.f government publica
tions as sources of information, of the complications 
presented by agencies and agency changes, of the intri
cacies developed by administrative terminology in the 
widening range of official languages, of their fre
quently rather specialized character (intended for 
equally specialized but necessary use), and of the ne
cessity for current and retrospective record in some 
form or another as well as adequate library treatment 
in classification and in cataloging with the use of 
corporate author headings.18 

It is not always easy to obtain a clear impression 
of the publishing activities of governments, or of the 
potential value of their publications to libraries. 
The range of subject matter is too vast to yield easily 
to a summary description .... From the point of 
view of bibliographic control, not only do government 
publications, or a significant number of them, appear 
in current national bibliographies; they usually have a 
bibliographic apparatus of their own.19 

l 7 · 1 ·bl' l . C t 1 Dorothy Anderson, Universa Bi 1ograp11c on ro --
A Long-Term Polici, A Plan for Action (Pullach bei Munchen: 
Verlag Dokumentation, 1974), p. 19. 

18childs, "Government Publications (Documents)," 
p. 140. 

19oonald E. Davinson, Bibliographic Control (HaQden, 
Conn.: Linnet Books, 1974), pp. 54, 55. 



CHAPTER IV 

NATIONAL, TRADE, AND OTHER BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

A. Introduction 

The need for a national bibliography in the light of 

the growing awareness of the importance of Universal Bib

liographic Control has been emphasized by Doralyn J. Hickey 

in her article, "Theory of Bibliographic Control." Hickey 

focused attention on the fact that "while Universal Biblio

graphic Control is a noble goal, it will be accepted only 

as each nation comes to perceive its importance. 111 "As a 

precondition to accomplishing this goal, each country should 

encourage and help in every possible way to establish and 

maintain an effective current national bibliography. 112 

Egypt, as a nation, has perceived its importance and 

made progress in that direction. · The publication entitled 

The National Library, Cairo, U.A.R., 1952-1964,
3 

reveals 

1oaralyn J. Hickey, "Theory of Bibliographic Con
trol," Library Quarterly 47 (July 1977) :253-73. 

211 International Congress on National Bibliographies 
1977," UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 31 (January-February 
1977) : 2-3. 

3u.A.R. Ministry of Culture and National Guidance, 
The National Library, The National Library, Cairo, U.A.R., 
1952-1964 (Cairo: National Library Press, 1964). 
[in Arabic]. 
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the efforts made by the Egyptian National Library along 

with the government in "developing national library and 

documentation services, as well as bibliographic tools, 

particularly national and regional (i.e., Arab countries), 

bibliographies. 114 

B. Current National and 
Trade Bibliographies 

The establishment of a special department in the na

tional library for "bibliographic services" nation-wide was 

the first formal attempt made toward an Egyptian National 

Bibliographic and Documentation Center. One of the func

tions of the national bibliographic agency has been asso

ciated with the preparation of the current bulletin of the 

national bibliography represented by the Egyptian Publica

tions Bulletin. Dorothy Anderson suggests that" .•. the 

functions relating to national bibliographical control 

should be prepared by an organizational unit, the national 

bibliographic agency, which will make the authoritative 

bibliographic record for each item added to the collection 

(i.e. , the national library receiving all types of published 

documentary material by legal deposit), and will carry out 

all functions associated with the production of the record, 

4 
Ibid • , p . 3 7 . 
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that is, produce the natio~al bibliography." 5 "As an ideal, 

therefore, a national bibliography should be a record pro

duced by an appropriate national authority in each country 

of the published output.of that country on an ongoing basis 

derived frqm legal deposit. 116 

The Egyptian National Library· has been compiling and 

publishing the national bibliography since 19.55. Although 

the entries were deficient in some aspects of coverage, the 

fact remains that it was the first and most serious attempt 

in the country to control the nation's intellectual re

sources. The legal deposit acts of 1954, amended in 1968, 

initiated authority for the creation of the Egyptian na

tional bibliography in which all the country's output is 

documented, published and made available for use. The 

Egyptian Publications Bulletin; The A.R.E. National Bib

liography,variously published from 1955-1969 and then 

annually from 1969-1974, and the Legal Depos.it Bulletin 

(which was issued monthly from 1969-1974, then quarterly. 

from 1974 to date) are the only constitutionally authorized 

sources of current national book bibliographies published 

5norothy Anderson, Universal Bibliographic Control-
A Long-Term Polic~, A Plan for Action (Pullach bei Munchen: 
Verlag Dokumentation, 1974). 

6Richard H. A. Cheffins, A Survey of the Contents of 
Existing National Bibliographies (Paris: UNESCO, 1977). 
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in Egypt. 

In 1972, an addition to the current national book 

bibliography made its appearance. The Egyptian Books-In-

Print, 1972- (Dalil al-Kitab al Misry) was the first com-

prehensive list of Egyptian publications in print, prepared 

by the National Bibliographical and Scientific Computer 

Center, and published by the General Egyptian Book Organi

zation in Cairo. Egyptian Books-In-Print (hereinafter re

ferred to as EBIP) 1976 edition and EBIP Supplement are 

briefly described. 

EBIP, published annually since 1972, is designed "to 

promote the Egyptian book market by bringing together in 

one place titles of books published and available for sale 

by Egyptian publishers. These titles are accumulated from 

publishers trade lists and catalogs received by the Organi

zation.117 Main entries are broadly classified by the Dewey 

Decimal Classification (DDC), alphabetically arranged by 

titles within each class. The edition, in two combined 

sections, lists approximately 16,200 titles (in both Arabic 

and foreign languages) available from 50 Egyptian pub

lishers . . Both sections include, in addition to the main 

section, general books, a separate listing of children's 

7Egyptian Books-In-Print (Cairo: The General Egyp
tian Book Organization, 1976), Introduction. 
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books, and two alphabetical indexes: (1) title, and 

(2) author, translator, etc. Also included at the begin

ning of both Arabic and foreign language sections are an 

alphabetical list of publishers and an alphabetical subject 

index. "School books are not included since they are out

of-print shortly after they are published." 8 Information 

included in entries is in the following sequence: title, 

edition (other than the first), author, translator, editor, 

etc., series information, publication date, pagination, 

price, and publisher. 

Egyptian Books-In-Print Supplement, 1977, issued 

after the yearly EBIP 1976, lists new titles and provides 

updated information as available. 

Although EBIP is published annually and addresses 

itself to material available, its coverage is limited to 

lists of "participating" Egyptian publishers. There is no 

statement given indicating which publishers are listed or 

which ones are excluded. However, there are known pub

lishers not listed. 

EBIP can easily be considered as three bibliographies 

bound as one. The user is afforded access to its contents 

in three ways: (1) the main section, which corresponds to 

the American Books-In-Print; (2) the Children's 
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Bibliographic Section, which corresponds to the American 

Children's Books-In-Print; and (3) the subject classified 

section, which includes the general and children's titles, 

and which is comparable to the American Subject Guide to 

Books-In-Print. 

"No attempt has been made to fill the gap existent 

in the field of 'current trade bibliographies' in the Arab 

world." However, the first comprehensive effort made on 

the national level was that of the General Egyptian Book 

Organization, presented in the annual EBIP for 1972 and 

1973. This type of service is always a welcome endeavor 

and its success will depend on supporting its continuity by 

establishing similar services throughout the Arab world 

until a "union catalog or list of all Arab publishers is 

c~eated. 119 

Problems of national bibliographic control that have 

greatly affected the development or creation of a current 

national book bibliography existed and have been recognized 

on both national and international levels. 

The problems which face bibliographic efforts in the 
United States are, in sum, largely associated with the 
generally laissez-faire approach to the control of 
knowledge and materials characteristic of the American 

9League of Arab States, Documentation and Info~mation 
Department, Qurarat wa Tawsiyat Wa Buhuth Mutamar al-idad 
al-Bibliograri Lil Kitab al-Arabi (Riyad: Ministry of Edu
cation, 1974). 
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way of life. Sponsorship of efforts is divided between 
public and private agencies. Time lags and incomplete 
coverage of the available literature is -the rule rather 
than the exception. Formats, arrangements, and entry 
style, and fullness all follow the inclinations and ex
periences of individual bibliographers.10 

A study was made by Roger C. Greer "to provide data, 

in depth, about the current United States national book 

bibliography; and to demonstrate the kind of depth studies 

which are needed on national and trade bibliographies where 

there is apparent duplication and overlap of information. 1111 

Generally speaking, it was found that although each 

of the bibliographies provides information about books pub

l~shed or distributed in the United States, none of them 

achieves all the objective~ of a general national bibliog

raphy, i.e., general national bibliography of all books and 

pamphlets published and on sale. 

Unlike those of other countries, problems of biblio

graphic control in Egypt were even greater. Bibliographic 

activities were at times during the 1950s obstructed by un

certainty concerning responsibility for action and control. 

The history of the centralized production and dissemination 

of bibliographic data for use by the national library as 

lOHickey, "Theory of Bibliographic Control," P· 264 • 

11 Roger c. Greer, "National Bibliography," in R. B. 
Downs and F. B. Jenkins, "Bibliography: Current State and 
Future '!'rends, Part I," Library Trends 15 (January 1967) : · 
350-77. 
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well as other national institutions has not been clearly 

documented. 

Likewise, international organizations such as UNESCO 

and the International Federation of Library Associations 

(IFLA) acknowledge the problems associated with national 

bibliographic control. In September 1977, the International 

Congress on National Bibliographies, organized by UNESCO in 

collaboration with IFLA, was held in Paris. The purpose of 

the Congress was "to reach agreement on acceptable guide

lines for the presentation, arrangement and frequency of 

the printed national bibliography: and to discuss and make 

proposals for the sharing of resources to assist countries 

in achieving national bibliographic control, using either 

manual or computerized methods of producing national bib

liographies.1112 

The Congress endorsed the concept of Universal Bib

liographic Control (UBC) as a long-term program for devel

opment of a worldwide system for the control and exchange 

of bibliographic information, emphasized the need to 

strengthen national bibliographic control as a prerequisite 

for universal bibliographic control, and recognized the im

portance of the national bibliography as a major instrument 

12rnternational Con ress on National 
Final Report Pan.s: UNESCO, 1 77 . 
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in ensuring national bibliographic control. The following 

specific recommendations were made in regard to ensuring 

national bibliographic control: legal deposit, selection 

of materials for the national bibliography, presentation 

and frequency of the printed national bibliography, con

tents of tl1e bibliographic records, information systems, 

and resource sharing. 

Briefly these recommendations suggest that each 

country should examine the provisions of its existing de

posit laws in order to develop and maintain national bib

liographic control. National bibliographies, as a minimum, 

should include the records for monographs and first issues 

and title changes of serials, including official publica

tions, of the national imprint. The printed national bib

liography should appear as a minimum quarterly with at 
\ 

least annual cumulation. Greater efforts at national and 

international levels should be made to ensure compatibility 

between the bibliographic exchange formats of the library 

and information communities. Studies should be made into 

issuing multinational bibliographies and/or where there are 

· · · · lt 1 1· k 13 
some geographical, linguistic or cu ura ins. 

Several other trade and national bibliographies were 

compiled and published during the late 1950s and 1960s. 

13rbi'd., 10 13 pp. - . 
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The bibliographical services covering trade books are off

ered in professional library magazines, especially in the 

bi-monthly issue of Library World/Alam al-Maktabat and the 

quarterly issues of Arabic Book Journal/Mijallat al-Kitab 

al-Araby • 

. Library World, 1958- Bi-monthly (Cairo, 

1958- ) 14 is the first Egyptian book-trade journal, con-

taining lists of new publications. The text of the periodi

cal is in Arabic and English. The issue for September

October 1962 includes, besides library news, a classified 

listing of new publications, book reviews, list of current 

books published in the Arab world (a select list), and se

lected titles from the West, both from Egypt and other Arab 

P,ublishers. This publication, which was indexed in Library 

Science Abstracts, attempted to do for Egypt what Publishers 

Weekly does for the American book trade. However, the cov

erage is not as wide and thorough as Publishers Weekly. 

Another publication which covers books published in 

Egypt and which might constitute a national bibliography 

without official authorization is the Arabic Book Journal.
15 

14 The author, upon acquiring certain .issues of the 
periodical, was told that it ceased publication in 1969, but 
a search of the literature failed to confirm this. 

15Arabic Book Journal, 1958- Quarterly (Cairo: · 
Egyptian General Organization for Editing, Translation, 
Publication and Printing, 1958). 
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A quarterly publication, it is published by al-Muassasah al

Misriyah lil-Matbuat . . A distinctive feature of this publi

cation is the bibliographic lists on a variety of topics 

which appear regularly. Books Published in U.A.R., 1958-

is an annual special feature of this publication. This is 

a listing of current Egyptian book publications. The ar

rangement is by subject and most of the titles are compiled 

from the National Library's Legal Deposit Bulletin. 

C. Publishers and Book Sellers Catalogs 

Inasmuch as publishers catalogs represent the cur

rent in-print output of a particular publishing house, 

these catalogs would make a distinctive contribution toward 

a national bibliography provided they can be secured for 

all publishers. 

The catalogs of the various publishers who special

ize in this field are widely considered to be an essential 

component in the current national bibliography. Examples 

of such publishers are the ·· General Egyptian Book Organiza

tion, Al-Ahram Establishment and Dar al-Maaref. 

The General Egyptian Book Organization (GEBO) has 

been publishing an annual list of the organization's publi

cations since 1972. The GEBO's List of Publications (Cairo: 
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GEBO, 1972- ) 16 is a classified list of the organization's 

own records arranged alphabetically by author and prepared 

by the National Bibliographical and Scientific Computer 

Center (a division of GEBO). The 1977 issue contains 2,168 

entries in the Arabic language in addition to 34 entries in 

foreign languages. Entries are given full bibliographic 

information with some notations indicating whether the pub

lication is available for sale, in press, or out-of-print. 

A brief annotation is given following the bibliographic de

scription, and three alphabetical indexes for authors, 

joint authors, translators, etc.; titles; and series are 

included. 

Although the fifth edition includes over 11,000 

t~tles, it should be noted that the amount of information 

given about books varies greatly and ranges from full infer~ 

mation and occasional notes in some entries to only short 

title and price in others. 

Annual lists of publications of other noted trade 

publishers, such as Al Ahrarn Establishment (Mussasat Al 

Ahram), Dar Al-Maaref, and Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya lil 

Nashr, include information similar to that of the GEBO List 

of Publications. As was pointed out, these are considered 

16Qairnat Al-Matbuat, 1972- (Cairo: Al-Hayah Al
Misriyah Al-Ammah lil-Kitab, 1977). 
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major contributions to the Egyptian national bibliography 

by trade publishers and publishing houses. 

D. Summary 

The period 1955-1975 may be regarded as the growth 

phase of the current Egyptian national bibliography. How

ever, it should be stated that the overall characteristic 

emerging from a survey of the bibliographic sources is that 

of inadequacy. This is not because of a lack of biblio

graphical services, but because these services were incom

plete as well as inconsistent with one another. 

A study by Hishmat Kasem, "Administrative Informa-

17 tion Services in ••. Egypt," stated that a survey re-

vealed 98 information services interested in the literature 

of the field and these encompass a wide range of types ac

cording to their coverage, aims, and kinds of information. 

This evaluative study deals with the type of services, re

sponsibility of preparation, coverage, methods of arrange

ment, and format. "The proliferation of such services is 

evidence of the availability of resources .and the lack of 

coordination. Present defects can be avoided by a national 

17nishmat M. A. Kasem, "P .. dministrative Information 
Services in the Arab Republic of Egypt," UNESCO Bulletin 
for Libraries 30 (July-August 1976) :210-1. 
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plan for cooperation and developmental attempts should take 

into consideration the circumstances of the Egyptian envi

ronment. 1118 "Universal Availability of Publications (UAP) 

is a necessary complement to Universal Bibliographic Con

trol (UBC), the concept of which originated with the Inter

national Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), and has 

been adopted by UNESCO as a major objective. UBC has the 

laudable aim of ensuring that bibliographical records, in 

standard form, are provided for publications all over the 

world. Much progress has already been made, but there is 

still a great deal to be done: not only is the output of 

many developing countries still to be adequately recorded, 

but even among developed countries it is safe to say that 

none can claim to offer total coverage of all its publica

tions, currently or retrospectively. 1119 Henriette D. Avram 

emphasized that "we are moving from an era in which biblio

graphic control is viewed principally from the vantage 

point of the individual library to an era where biblio

graphic control must be viewed in the context of state, 

regional, national and international networking systems, as 

18rbid., p. 210. 

19Maurice B. Line, "Universal Availability of Publi
cations," UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 31 (May-June 1977): 
142-51. 
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well as that of the individual library, if we are actually 

· 20 
going to share resources." 

20Henriette D. Avram, "Production, .Dissemination, 
and Use of Bibliographic Data and Summary of the Confer
ence," Library Quarterly 47 (July 1977) :347-69. 



CHAPTER V 

SPECIAL TYPES OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERVICES 

A. Introduction 

Since the beginning of the modern Egyptian nation, 

information and its communication have endeavored to edu

cate, entertain, and bind together its people. Libraries 

(academic, special, national) as institutions have always 

been involved in this information communication process. 

The current rate at which knowledge is increasing and the 

proliferation of communication media create perplexing prob

lems for librarians in coping with the challenges facing 

educational institutions. While libraries in Egypt are 

likely to retain their traditional functions, in recent 

years a number of developments have occurred which have 

modified both the nature and concept of national, academic, 

and special library services. These developments, stimu

lated by the exponential growth of information, the in

creasingly specialized user needs, and the advancements in 

computer and telecommunications technology represent ex

ternal influences that have hatl an impact on institutional 

growth and effectiveness. 

70 
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The challenge of maintaining bibliographic control 

over an apparently ever-increasing body of literature has 

led to considerable efforts by librarians, library institu

tions, and industry to develop more effective means of bib

liographic access. By the end of 197'5, institutional and 

individual efforts had helped create new specialized ser

vices and launched a major effort to make the process more 

efficient. 

Early developments were directed to.ward establishing 

national as well as specialized information and documenta

tion services. In fact, two of the recommendations made by 

the Regional Seminar on Bibliography, Documentation and Ex

change of Publications in Arab-Speaking Countries held in 

Cairo in 1962 "have had noteworthy practical results, the 

first concerning the development of the National Informa

tion and Documentation Centre, Cairo, and the second the 

preparation of reference works in Arabic."
1 

This in turn contributed to the establishment of 

scientific and documentation centers, such as the National 

Information and Documentation Centre, as well as the devel

opment of special types of bibliographic services such as 

1 Mahmud El-Sheniti, "UNESCO and Library and Related 
Services in Arabic-Speaking Countries," UNESCO Bulletin for 
Libraries 20 (September-October 1966) :219-25. 
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specialized and/or subject bibliographies, bibliographies 

of dissertations, abstracting bulletins and current aware

ness services. 

Since aspects of bibliographic control extend well 

beyond the boundaries of the national library into the pub

lishing, abstracting and indexing, and information and docu

mentation environments, the special types of bibliographies 

and bibliographic services of these institutions have had 

some impact on the development of the national bibliography. 

This chapteh will cite the contributions made by the 

output of these various institutions to the Egyptian Na

tional Bibliography; its primary emphasis will be on the 

identification of the major functions and contributions of 

these agen~ies in providing access to materials availabl~ 

nationally and regionally, as well as internationally. 

B. Specialized Research and 
Documentation Centers 

"Egypt, from the very beginning of its social revo- .. 

lution and, in due course, of its ambitious development 

plans, has devoted considerable attention to the establish-'. · 

ment of information centers in different subject fields, 

including economic and social planning."
2 

2Hishmat M.A. Kasem, "Administrative Informati~n 
Services in the Arab Republic of Egypt," UNESCO• Bulletin 
for Libraries 30 (July-August 1976) :210-17. 
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With the receipt of substantial support and direc

tion, primarily from UNESCO, the concept of the "well-known" 

information and documentation centers has been introduced 

and adopted in Egypt. 

In 1954 UNESCO sent a mission·to help set up a 
Scientific and Technical Documentation Centre at the 
National Research Council of Egypt. This was the first 
center of its kind in the region. It has now become 
the National Information and Documentation Centre and 
steps are being taken, also with the help of UNESCO, to 
extend its services to make it a regional center to 
serve the Arab region. The idea of documentation cen
ters took root and extended from science and technology 
to cover education, national planning and community de
velopment as well, also with UNESCO's assistance.3 

The following are representative of the various types 

of specialized research and documentation centers: 

The National Information and Documentation Centre 

(NIDOC) (Al-Markaz Al-Qawmi Lil-Elam Wal-Tawthiq) . The na

tional Information and Documentation Centre (which super

sedes the Scientific and Technical Documentation Centre) 

"was first established in 1955 as one of the divisions of 

the National Research Centre to cope with the immediate 

needs of researchers. In its present form the Centre's 

role is not only committed to assist in the development of 

Science in the Arab world but also to keep the U.A.R. it

self in close contact with other countries which have al

ready attained a vast amount of knowledge in the fields of 

3rbid., p. 222. 
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science and technology. 114 

NIDOC offers many and varied services including re

prography, bibliography, translation, publication, informa

tion (literature search), and library service which encom

passes (besides books) a large collection of scientific 

journals and patents received by the Centre. Some of the 

Centre's major functions are: 

1. Compling bibliographic lists and scientific ab

stracts; 

2. Informing the world of the scientific production 

of the United Arab Republic in foreign languages; 

3. Strengthening the ties between the ministry of 

scientific research and science councils and institutions 

abroad; 

4. Keeping close contact with international institu

tions as the International Council for Scientific Unions, 

UNESCO, etc.; and 

5. Issuing and exchanging of scientific periodicals 

published or sponsored by the center with scientific insti

tutions and centers abroad. 5 

Published in Cairo by NIDOC, the Documentation 

4scientific and Technical Documentation Centre 
(Cairo: Academy of Science and Technology, 1963), 11 PP· 

5
Ibid., pp. 3-4. 
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Bulletin is a quarterly publication with two parts bound 

together. "Part I embodies a list classified according to 

subjects, of titles, in English or French, of articles pub

lished in periodicals received by the Centre; Part II pre

sents short abstracts of scientific and technical papers 

appearing in U.A.R. and other Middle East countries. 116 

The Directory of Scientific and Technical Libraries 

[in] the United Arab Republic (Dokki, Cairo: NIDOC, 1970), 

242 pp. (Planned and supervised by Mahmud A. El-Sheniti and 

A. Kabesh). This is the first directory of its kin,d in 

Egypt, containing detailed information on 208 scientific 

and technical libraries in the U.A.R. It also incorporates 

information on libraries that encompass "borderline sub

jects, such as statistics, library science, architecture, 

etc., which are of great importance to the researcher in 

science and technology." 7 

The directory is divided into two sections: (a) Gov-

ernmental Organizations and (b) Non-Governmental Organiza

tions. Under th~ Ministry names or headin~s (which are 

alphabetically arranged), entries are arranged in strict 

6National Information and Documentation Centre Bulle
tin [NIDOC Bulletin] 13 (January-June 1967). 

7united Arab Republic, Ministry of Scien~ific.Re-. 
search, Director of Scientific and Technical Libraries [in] 
the Unite Ara Repu) ic Dokki, Cairo: NIDOC, 1970 , P· v. 



76 

alphabetical order by institution name (which appears in 

English and Arabic). Besides full information on each li

brary (including founding date, type of classification used, 

services, etc.), there are four indexes: Subject Index, 

Classified Subject Index, Libraries Alphabetical Index, and 

Libraries Alphabetical Index (in Arabic). This well planned 

directory was the only one examined that gave detailed in

formation on its coverage, method of arrangement and for

mats. The work of El-Sheniti and Kabesh is an excellent 

example of such directories. 

One of the basic requirements of a current complete 
national bibliographic service, in the opinion of Knud 
Larsen, is that a directory of libraries should be pro
duced for the country as early as. possible. Such a 
directory is, in fact, a valuable auxiliary aid to sub
ject bibliography. Where bibliographies, etc., prove 
inadequate in a specific subject search, it is obviously 
useful to be able to refer directly to libraries which 
have a special interest in that subject.B . 

Abstracting services in the scientific and technical 

fields are offered in Arab Science Abstracts (Dokki, Cairo: 

NIDOC, 1975), v. 1- Biennial. This work abstracts science 

literature and covers scientific and technical reports pub

lished in the Arab Republic of Egypt. 

A list of issuing agencies has been quoted "Issued 

8oonald E. Davinson, Bibliographic Control (Hamden, 
Conn.: Linnet Books, 1975), quoting Knud Larsen, "National 
Bibliographic Services," UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 15 
(November-December 1961) :501-509. 
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by: National Information and Documentation Centre (NIDOC), 

Arab League Educational, Cultural, and Scientific Organiza

tion (ALECSO), Association of Arab Universities, and UNESCO 

Field Science Office for the Arab States (FSOAS) • 119 The 

abstracts are in English and French with added titles il1 

Arabic. A list of periodicals abstracted is included. 

The National Information and Documentation Centre 

also issues scientific periodicals in various branches of 

science, for example, Journal of Chemistry, Journal of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, etc., as well as advancing the ex-

change of these periodicals with scientific institutions 

and centers abroad, i.e., regionally and internationally. 

Although special libraries serve a unique clientele, 

some of these libraries do offer services to the general 

public and provide library service facilities as well. 

Special libraries, together with academic libraries, gener

ally provide reference and bibliographic services. The 

Directory of Scientific and Technical Libraries in the 

U.A.R. has identified about 208 special libraries (govern

mental and non-governmental) in Egypt.- Of this number, 78 

special libraries offer bibliographic services, and the 

remainder offer reference services. This reference service 

9Arab Science Abstracts (Dokki, Cairo: NIDOC, 1975) 
3 ( 1) : title page. 
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falls under the category of "current awareness services," 

which are intended to help the users of special libraries 

keep up with current information of interest to them. 

Several governmental and non-governmental agencies 

and institutions issue various types of publications, such 

as abstracting bulletins, guides (to special collections), 

research reviews, specialized journals, information bulle

tins and lists of institutional publications, i.e., cata

logs of publications issued by organizations interested in 

specific fields. 

The following are two of the specialized agencies, 

with examples of their publications which were cited in the 

Directory of Scientific and Technical Libraries in the 

U.A.R. 

1. The Agricultural Museum (a governmental agency) 

issues the Agricultural Scientific Abstracts (Al-Mustakhla

sat El-Elmia Al-Zeraei), Agricultural Research Review 

(Megallet Al-Bohouth Al-Zeraei), The Message {Al-Resallah) ~ 
10 

and Agricultural Guidance (Al-Irshad Al-Zeray). 

2. The American University in Cairo (AUC) Library 

(a non-governmental organization) published in 1969 A Direc

tory of So~e Research Libraries in the U.A.R. and 

10oirectory of Scientific and Technical Libraries ·in 
the U.A.R., p. 10. 
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Periodicals in the AUC Library, 1969. 11 

National Centre for Educational 
Research (Education Documenta
tion Center) 

Since its establishment in 1972, 12 the National Cen

ter for Educational Research (NCER) coordinates the infor

mation service in education on a nationwide scale. This 

service incorporate~ reference and bibliographic service, 

translation, exhibitions, information exchange, interna

tional cooperation, research and information analysis in 

the education field and other related subjects. Major ser~ . 

vices provided are stimulating research in education, bib

liographical services for the Arab world, bibliographical 

services within Egypt (U.A.R.), and reporting on educa

tional problems in the U.A.R. 

The Documentation and Information Agency (DIA} in 

the NCER serves as a center for dissemination of informa

tion and provides technical assistance and training to 

state, local and regional educational agencies and other 

institutions as well as to individuals having an inte~est 

in various educational activities. The Center also 

11 b'd I J. ., p. 177. 

12Actually, it was established ~n 1956 by the Minis~· 
try of Education as a Documentation and Research Center for 
Education. 
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compiles and publishes bibliographies and provides biblio

graphical services as well. The NCER/DIA has published 

various bibliographic lists; however, the most distin

guished is the Union List of Periodicals in Education is

sued in both Arabic13 and English. The following is the 

English edition: Foreign Educational Periodicals; Union 

List of the Available Periodicals in Educational Libraries 

and Bodies in the Arab World, prepared by Awad Tawfik Awad 

(Cairo: ·National Centre for Educational Research, Educa

tion Documentation Center, 1973), 153 pp. (added title page 

and introduction in Arabic). This is a union list of for

eign periodicals in the field of education and psychology, 

available from the educational research libraries in the 

Arab world. These are libraries of ministries of education, 

universities, colleges of education, educational research 

and documentation agencies. This service provides informa

tion on 568 educational and education-related periodicals, 

published in almost 40 countries world-wide (periodical 

titles published in the U.S. alone and held by Arab li

braries outnumbered most of the other countries) . . This 

t b1'bl1'ograph1'c tool si'nc_e it ype of listing is an important 

13Al-Dawri. at Al-Tarbawi ah Al-Arabi ah; Qaimah Mo
wahadah Bi -Dawriyat Al~Motawaferah Fi Al-Maktabat Wal
Hayaat Al-Tarbawiyah Bil-Bilad Al-Arabiyah (Cairo: 1973). 
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aids in locating periodical titles and, as such, interli

brary loan becomes available to fill a vital necessity. 

Updating of this service is unquestionably needed. 

An earlier work, which endeavors to emulate the pre

vious work and may be considered an attempt at compilation 

of such a list, is the Guide to Educational Periodicals in 

the Arab World,
14 

published in Cairo in 1970 by the DIA 

with the collaboration of UNESCO (in Arabic). The Guide 

provides subscription data, address, editorial policy and 

notes for 30 periodicals in education. This publication is 

based on information obtained from a limited number of 

countries. 

Other on-going bibliographic activities and biblio

graphic efforts exist in Egypt, and although the sources 

were not available for examination, citations to their ser

vices have been mentioned in some reference works. For ex

ample, the Egyptian Education Index has been cited in the 

publication Bibliographic Guide to Reference Works · in the 

Arab World. 15 This publication stated that the Education 

14Dalil Al-Dawriyat Al-Tarbawiyah Fi Al-A'lam Al
Arabi (Cairo: Al-Idarah Al-Ammah lil-Wataiq Al~Tarbawiyah, 
Markaz al-Tawthiq al-Tarbawiyak, 1970). 

lS"Al-Kashaf Al-Tarbawi lil-Magalat Al-Dawriyat Al
Tarbawiyah Fi Al~Gomhouriyah Al Arabiyah Al-Mottahida, ·" in 
Al-9alil Al-Bibliography lil-Maraga Bil-W~tan Al-Araby . 
T~airo: ALECSO, Department of Documentation and Informa
tion, 1975). 
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Index has been published since 1961 by the DIA, Documenta

tion Centre for Education, and it is a biennial index to 

periodical literature relating to education in the United 

Arab Republic. 

C. Universities and Academic Insti
tut1ons--B1bl1ograph1c Services 

Among the specialized libraries in Egypt which render 

bibliographic and other specialized services are those as

sociated with universities, where access to the content of 

most of the nation's research collection is available. One 

of the developments that had a tremendous impact on Egyp

tian universities and institutions of higher learning was 

the application of computer technology to information hand

ling. This had encouraged several studies in the early 

1970s at Cairo University on the application of computer 

facilities to produce a union list of scientific and tech-

nical periodicals held by libraries in the University of 

Cairo. 

The outcome of these studies was the compilation of 

the Union List of Periodicals which made its appearance in 

1974. Published by Cairo University/The Library, this union 

list has been one of the most important cooperative en-

. deavors in Egypt. This is a union list of scientific peri

odicals in libraries of Cairo University, the Central (Main) 
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Library and its branches. It contains 7,000 periodical 

titles, mainly in foreign languages, with location and 

holdings in 19 libraries (representing main and branch li

braries of the university). Each entry gives the catalog 

description of titles (under latest form of name) with 

cross references from all changed titles and alternate en

tries, a statement of what constitutes a complete set, and 

indicates exact holdings in reporting libraries. 

In order for the preparation committee to make cer

tain that the information cited in the entry was complete .as 

well as accurate, the periodical titles in the list were 

verified against a list of international references in-

eluding: World List of Scientific Periodicals (4th ed.), 

1964; Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory (13th 
,~~·~:-..'),. 

ed.) , 1970; Periodicals in East African Libraries: .1{-:t.Jti:ion 

~' 1970; "A Computerized List of Periodicals at Aston 

University (Birmingham), 1969"; and Newspapers and Magazines 

16 of U.S .. S. R. , 19 7 0 . 

"Apart from their utility in locating .perhaps rare 

or unusual materials, the large-scale and sp~cialist union 

lists cont~ibute to the task of bibliographic control by .· 

16union List of Periodicals (Cairo: Cairo Univer
sity, The Library, 1974). 
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acting as standby bibliographic checklists. 1117 This com

prehensive Union List of Periodicals has been regarded a~ 

an indispensable bibliographic tool in Egyptian universi

ties and special libraries conducting research with periodi

cals. 

Several important bibliographies and bibliographical 

lists were compiled by academic institutions relating to 

the major universities in Cairo, Alexandria, and Asut. The 

services emanating from these institutions generally fall 

under such categories as annual lists of publications, ac

quisitions lists, classified catalogs for special collec

tions, and lists of theses submitted to their respective 

departments. For example, The Classified Catalog 1960 was 

the first printed catalog of the University of Cairo/The 

Main Library, representing the library's holdings for 1960. 

Although published in 1962 (Cairo University Press), this 

annual catalog and the annuals beyond 1960 are considered 

essential search tools and valuable sources of information 

as well . 

. Bibliographic activities rel?,ting to the compilation 

and preparation of theses and dissertation lists have been 

a common practice of major universities in Egypt (Cairo, 

17oavinson, Bibliographic Control, P· 74. 
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Alexandria, Ain Shams, Al-Azhar and Asut universities). 

The University of Alexandria, for instance, since 

1957 has issued an annual list of its own theses submitted 

t th . . t 18 f . . . . o e universi y as one o its special services in the 

publishing field. However, it should be noted that, in th~ 

past, access to theses in Egypt has not been easy, and in 

fact is still far from ideal. Bibliographic control of 

theses and dissertations, although of importance to national 

bibliographic control, has been totally inadequate. 

Early in the 1960s an attempt was made by Egyptian 

graduate students in the Department of Archives and·Librari

anship19 to compile a list of theses submitted to Cairo Uni

versity. And, in 1963, the "Bibliography of Academic 

Theses" was completed and published in the quarterly journal 

The Arab Library. 20 

Two of the principal problems in the bibliographic 

control of theses, according to Davinson, are: 

(1) The practice of universities varies from country to 
country, and even within a country, in respect t~ the 
number of copies of a thesis required to be submi_tted 

18 · · d · Th · L'st (SiJ'ill Al University of Alexan ria, esis i ~~-~---
Rasail) (Cairo: 1957), annual. 

19currently, Department of Library and Information 
Science. 

2011 Bibliografia Al-Rasail Al-Jamiyyah Al-Arabiya," 
· Mijallat Al Maktabat Al Arabiyah 1 (1964l!44~128. 
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to the university. This affects the willingness of 
some universities to loan or exchange theses deposited 
with them. (2) The imperfect nature of the bibliogra
phies of thesesi both current and retrospective, in 
many countries.il 

These problems, however, are basically irrelevant in 

the United States. In fact, the bibliographic control of 

current dissertations is by far the most complete. This 

control has been achieved and provided in Dissertation Ab

stracts International (previously Dissertation Abstracts), 

published by University Microfilms (now Xerox University 

Microfilms) in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

In Egypt, however, problems of bibliographic control · 

of theses and dissertations have existed, as mentioned ear

lier, and any attempts at their control have never been 

initiated. Fortunately, in 1969, a specialized information 

service came into being. This service, known ap Alahram 

Organization and Microfilming Center (a non-governmental 

organization), serves as a center for dissemination of in

formation and provides a series of bibliographic services 

intended for improving the dissemination and;use of 

knowledge. 

One of the outstanding services the Center has ini

tiated, and which has been considered the first and most 

21oavinson, Bibliographic Control, P• 77. 
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comprehensive in the field of information organization, was 

a bibliographic guide to dissertations in Egypt from 1922 

to 1974. 

The Bibliographic Guide to Academic Theses and-Dis

sertations in Egypt, 1922-1974 22 (S~ction I--The Humanities, 

1362 pp.) was published in Cairo, 1976, by Alahram Organi

zation and Microfilming Center. This is a comprehensive 

guide to master's theses and doctoral dissertations ac

cepted by Egyptian universities. "Though the Institute of 

Arab Research and Studies, and the American University in 

Cairo are not Egyptian institutions, they are included in 

the Guide because of their existence in Egypt. 1123 

The Guide lists all accepted theses and disserta

tions from the 1920s until 1974, and plans to publish sup

plements every two years, with a new edition being issued 

every ten years. The guide is published in two main sec-

tions: (1) the Humanities and (2) Pure and Applied Science. 

Arrangement in the first section is alphabetical by subject 

field and then by author. Complete bibliographic informa

tion is given for each work: author's name, title, type 

(m~ster's or doctoral), university or_6ollege, date, and 

22oalil Al-Rasail Al-Jamiyyah (Cairo: Alahram Or
ganization and Microfilming Center, 1976) . . 

23 rbid., introduction. 
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number of pages. Descriptive annotations are included. 

The bibliographic control of academic dissertations 

for the period 1922-1974 in Egypt can be therefore attribu

ted to the comprehensive work of Alahram Organization and 

Microfilming Center. The contribution made to the_ Egyptian 

national bibliography by such an outstanding bibliographic 

enterprise has been considered a step forward in the devel

opment of the national bibliographic control in the country. 

Another significant bibliographic endeavor by Alahram 

Organization and Microfilming Center is the issuing of 

Alahram Index (Kashaf Alahram), which corresponds to the 

U.S. New York Times Index. A monthly publication with 

annual cumulation, Alahrarn Index, Vol. 1- , 1974- (Cairo: 

Alahram, 1974- ) , is a subject index to news, events and 

other related subjects published in the daily newspaper 

Alahram, giving reference to date, page, with cross refer

ences to various other names and related topics. 

The majority of the specialized services and bib-

liographies discussed represent a fairly accurate picture of 

most of th~ active institutions and agencies int~r~sted in 

the subject field on a nationwid~ scale. However, to pre

sent a complete picture of bibliographic activities in 

Egypt, the services of a regional (since its headquarters 

are in Cairo), highly specialized agency have been 
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discussed. This agency represents the whole Arab nation, 

including Egypt. This organization is Arab League Educa

tional, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO). 

D. Bibliographic Services of ALECSO 

The Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific 

Organization (ALECSO) was established in 1970 as one of the 

specialized organizations of the League of Arab States with 

its headquarters in Cairo. Its main and general purpose, 

as stated in the bylaws of the organization, is to promote 

Arabic literature and to encourage as well as expand the 

cooperation between the Arab States for the development o~ 

educational, cultural and scientific information in the 

region. The bylaws also stressed the importance of the co

operation with international and other specialized organi

zations for the advancement of cultural and scientific 

achievements for all member states. 

The departments and agencies of ALECso
24 

represent · a 

wide variety of subject specializations such ~s education, 

social culture, natural sctence, documentation and inf~rma

tion, audio-visual, research studies; 

The Documentation and Information .Department of 

24A list of ALECSO's departments and agencies can be 
found on pages 50-51. 
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ALECSO is one of the specialized agencies created in 1970 to . 
. . , 

survey the library and documentation needs in the Arab 

countries with a view to their improvement. The department 

was also charged to do the following: to coordinate infor

mation and documentation ac·tivities in the region; to pro

vide bibliographic services essential to the region's devel

opment; to gather information on the region's activities in 

the documentation and information field and to foster its 

exchange between the members; and also to increase the 

awareness of the Arab people to the contribution which well

organized libraries and documentation services can make in 

educational, scientific and cultural development. ALECSO's 

other departments are charged with similar_ functions and 

activities which reflect their area of expertise. The fol

lowing are some of the notable publications· issued by ALECSO 

and its respective departments in the area of library docu

mentation and information science: 

The Bulletin of Arab Publications 1970~ Annual (in 

Arabic and English), Cairo, 1970- (compiled by ALECSO, De-

partment of Documentation and Information in cooperation 

with · the National Library and Archives in the Arab Republic 

of Egypt). 

The Bulletin of Arab Publications (Al-Nashra·h Al-

Arabiyah lil-Matbu'at) is a classified guide to Arabic 
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publications as reported by the Arab countrie,s. It covers 
(· 

Jordan, Bahrein, Tunis, Algeria, Sudan, Syria, Iraq, the 

Palestine Liberation Organization, Qatar, Kuwait, Lebanon, 

Libya, Saudi Arabia, Mauritania and Democratic Yemen. 

At the outset of the publication in 1970 it was de

cided that materials published in each country should be 

compiled and · issued annually in one comprehensive volume 

representing the Arab nation's current book production. 

The main objective was "to bring together as exhaustive a 

list as possible of published Arab literature in the 

region, regularly as well as systematically." 25 

Furthermore, the organization's aim of issuing the 

Bulletin of Arab Publications has been to increase aware-

ness of the Arab researcher, reader and cultural and re

search institutions to the contribution of such a biblio

graphical endeavor in the advancement of their region. 

In general, the arrangement of main classes follows 

the DDC adapted for Arabic publications. Under the main 

heading, the arrangement is alphabetical · by author, then 

geographical, i.e., by a symbol denoting the country's 

name ( for example, "K" for Kuwait) . 

25Bulletin of Arab Publications 1975 (Cairo: ALECSo, : 
Department of Documentation and Information;. 1977), intro
duction. 
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The format of the Bulletin of Arab Publications is 

identical to that of the Egyptian Publications Bulletin; 

The A.R.E. National Bibliography. 

As a valuable bibliographic achievement, the issuing 

of the Bulletin of Arab Publications was not without certain 

deficiencies. The 1970 annual volume of the Bulletin ap

peared in 1972, the 1971 volume in 1973, and the 1975 volume 

in 1977. The publications, moreover, do not constitute com

plete listings of all published works since the majority of 

the Arab countries have not yet adopted the legal deposit 

laws. Consequently, it should be reported that biblio~ 

graphic control of the Arab nations' intellectual output is 

by no means complete. 

The Bibliographic Guide to Reference Works in the 

Arab World (Al-Dalil Al-Bibliographi lil-Marage'h al

Arabiyah) is a classified guide, covering approxima~ely 

1700 reference books published in the Arab countries. The 

guide is in Arabic, with few titles in foreign languages. 

An added title page, introduction and table of contents is 

in English ·and French. Author, title and geo~raphic index~~ 
I 

are included. This is a useful guide for libraries and in

formation centers and a bibliographic tool ·in building th~ir. 

collections. 

Bibliographic Guide to Arabic Literature iri 
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Librarianship and Documentation (Cairo: ALECSO, Department 

of Documentation and Information, 1976), 394 pp. Compiled 

by Mohammed F. Abdel-Hady, this work (Al-Dalil al-Biblio

graphi lil-Intag al-Fikri al-Arabi Fi Maga'l al-Maktabat Wa 

Al-Tawthiq) is a comprehensive guide to Arabic books, pamph

lets, periodical literature, theses, research reports and 

conference proceedings relating to librarianship, documen

tation and information science. "These works were prepared 

by Arab authors in the Arab countries and other places 

around the world. Some of them were published in the last 

quarter of the 19th century, and the rest were published 

during the 20th century. 1126 

The Guide includes about 4000 items, arranged alpha

betically by subject according to specific Arabic subject 

headings, with author and title indexes. Some 205 periodi

cals ~re covered. A list of periodical titles (Arabic and 

foreign languages) and a list of conferences are also in

cluded. The majority of the publications ar~ in Arabic; a 

few are in English, French and German that have been pµb

lished in the Arab countries and/or have been authored by 

Arabs and published in foreign countries (e.g., d6ctoral 

26Bibliographical Guide to Arabic Literature in Li
brarianshie and Documentation (Cairo: ALE~SO, Department of 
Documentation and Information, 1976) (English introduction). 
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dissertations, articles, etc., written and published in the 

United States by Arab scholars). 

Although it is considered a valuable guide to Arabic 

library literature, it is not without deficiencies. These 

deficiencies could be attributed to lack of national biblio-· 

graphic tools in the Arab region. With the exception of the 

Egyptian national bibliography, the Egyptian Publications 

Bulletin, the other bibliographic ~ources that were verified 

by the author do not provide as complete a coverage on the 

Arab region as is desirable. 

Arab Subject Bibliography; Islamic Literature (Al

Bibliographia al-Madouiyah, Ulum al-Dean Al-Islami) (Caiio: 

ALECSO, Department of Documentation and Information, 1976). 

This is a comprehensive index to periodical articles relat

ing to Islamic literature, published in specialized periodi

cals and covering 60,000 articles which were issued in sev

eral volumes. 

The arrangement of the bibliography follows the 

classification of Islamic disciplines with full biblio

graphic description for each article. Th~ Arabization of 

ISBD(M), the Classificatioij Scheme for Arabic Publications, 
' 

and the List of Subject He~dings for Isla~ic Disciplines,. 

published by ALECSO, Department of Documentation and Infor

mation, have been mentioned briefly in Chapter III. 
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The preceding publications are typical., of the many 

and varied publications sponsored by the organization and 

represent some of the achievements of ALECSO in the field of 

documentation and information science. The activities of 

the organization, with respect to bibliographic control, 

varied from the conducting of surveys of existing biblio~ 

graphic activities in the Arab world to holding symposia and 

conferences on related subjects. 

One of the special services of ALECSO to help its 

members keep up with current information and recent develop

ments of interest to them is the ALECSO Newsletter. As one 

of the "current awareness services," the Newsletter has .been 

published since 1972 by ALECSO. Issued three times a year, · 

it covers: (1) news of ALECSO and the Arab world and 

(2) achievements of the departments and agencies of ALECSO. 

E. Conclusion 

The exponential rate. of growth of information has 

caused a flood of publications, .and library approaches to 

control this material in Egypt are still inconsistent and 

inadequate. The current services, represented by some spe

cialized bibliographies and specialized indexes to the lit-

·erature of certain subjects, are irregular and lacking in 

desirable cumulations. In• fact,· "current awareness ser

vices" which actually were intended to help special library 
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users to keep up with current information have not been 

adequately maintained due to lack of reproduction facili

ties. Also, the fact that the majority of these specialized 

services do not state clearly their aim, the types of ma

terial covered, and the subject, geographical and histori

cal limitations, points to the acute need for an overall 

plan of cooperation and coordination on a nationwide scale. 

This, however, does not necessarily imply a lack of 

resources, but rather a lack of coordination of these re

sources. Consequently, there is a greater demand upon spe

cialized institutions and agencies for (1) more advanced 

methods of information handling (storage and retrieval), 

(2) greater dependency upon outside or cooperative resources 

among libraries, and (3) expanded participation in library 

and/or institutional networking with its corollary advan

tages. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE EGYPTIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY--ITS ROLE 

IN NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIC CONTROL 

AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS NETWORK 

A. Introduction 

At the apex of the library structure.in many coun
tries of the world stands a national library distin
guished by the dignity of its building, the richness 
of its collections, the wealth of its resources and the 
quality of its scholarship.! · 

In Egypt this library is the Egyptian National Li

brary (ENL) founded in 1870 which contains a large collec

tion of publications and manuscripts. The Egyptian National 

Library is• reputed to house the largest collection of 

prints, publications, and manuscripts in the Arab world. 2 

Since the library's inception, the collection. and preserva

tion of all significant materials published in the country, 

and the provision of central library services have been 

among the m~jor functions entrusted to this national insti

tution. 

'; 

1oorothy Anderson, "The Role of the National Biblio
graphic Center," Library Trends 25 (January 1977) :645-663. 

2General Egyptian Book Organization, Cairo 8th Inter
national Book Fair 1976 (Cairo: GEBO, 1976). 
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The UNESCO publication, Guide to National Biblio

graphical Information Centers, cites the fundamental roie 

and functions of the Egyptian National Library as 

A national institution empowered by law as legal de
posit •••• A lending library with branch~s all over 
Cairo; research collection for Arab civilization (manu
script and printed materials with old book rarities 
printed in the East); bibliographical services; cultural 
exchange.3 · 

Services currently rendered by the Egyptian National 

Library to the Arab Republic of Egypt compare favorably to 

the recognized fundamental and desirable func'tions of a 

national library as proposed by Kenneth w. Humphrys: 

An outstanding and cultural collection of a nation's 
literature; 

The center of a legal deposit (Depot Legal); 
Publication of the national bibliography; 
National bibliographical information center; 
Publication of retrospective bibliographies of the 

national literature; and 4 
A comprehensive collection of manuscript materials. 

This role has virtual universal acceptance and is 
basic to the definition of a national library adopted 
for statistical purposes by the 1970 UNESCO General 
Conference: 

National Libraries: Libraries which,. irrespective 
of their title, are responsible for acquiring and-con
serving copies of all significant publications pub- , 
lished in the country and functioning as a "deposit" 
library, either by law or under other arrangements. 

3united Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, Guide to Natio~al Bibliographical Information 
Centers, 2nd ed. (Paris: UNESCO, 1962), P• 74 . . 

4 Kenneth w. Humphrys, "National Library Functions," 
UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 20 (July-August 1966) :159-66~ 
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They will also produce a national bibliography; hold and 
keep up-to-date a large and representative collection of 
foreign literature including books about the country; 
act as a national bibliographic information center; com
pile union catalogues; publish the retrospective na
tional bibliography. Libraries which may be called 
"national" but whose functions do not .correspond to the 
above definition should not be placed in the "national 
library" category.5 

This chapter, containing two major sections, is not 

intended as a detailed examination of the tremendous range 

of activities in which the Egyptian National Library is en

gaged. Rather, it summarizes the major bibliographic ac

tivities of the institution and assesses its current and 

future role in national and international bibliographic 

control and information systems network. 

B. National Bibliographic Control 

1. Bibliograehic Activities at 
the Egyptian National Library 

The Egyptian National Library has long produced gen

eral as well as special bibliographic records. In fact, it 

started numerous services and methods over the past 20 years 

to facilitate bibliographic collection within the nation. 

Much of the work of the ENL has been directed toward 

•: 511 The Role of National Libraries in National· and In-
ternational Information Syste~s:. A Policy Sta~eme~t Ap~ 
proved by Directors of National Libraries Meeting ip 
Lausanne, 20-21 August, 1976," UNESCO Bulletin for Libra-
~ 31 (.January-February 1977) :7-25. 
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functions relevant to national as well as universal biblio

graphic control, without specifically employing those terms. 

The bibliographic program and activities of the ENL 

vary from routine consultations with library users regard

ing its catalogs to preparation of lengthy compilations of 

a variety of guides, lists, and supplementary material. 

Throughout the library, bibliographic compilations and ac

tivities have been entrusted to almost all its departments 

and their respective divisions. 

The work in the library is divided into three main 
departments as follows: 

A. Technical Services De artment; which includes: · 
(1) acquisitions and changes, 2) cataloging and bib
liography, (3) manuscripts (Arabic and Oriental). 

B. Readers' Services De artment; which includes: 
(1) circulation and stacks, 2 readers' guidance and 
reference work, (3) audio visual aids, (4) branch 
libraries. 

C. Administrative Department; which supervises: 
personnel, printing press, binding, microfilming and 
photocopy, current archives, and administration 
offices.6 

During the last two decades, the ENL has issued sev

eral volumes of bibliography. The majority of these publi

cations were directed toward informing researchers of its 

holdings in a particular subject division and providing cov

erage of an area of current interest. Since precise sta~ 

tistics of the ENL's production are lacking it would be 

6 

Monem 
The. E tian National Librar, compiled .by Abd El 

Cairo: n.p., 1 6 
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reasonable to conclude on the basis of literature examined 

that the number has increased since 1955. 

The ENL publications in general and the bibliogra

phies in particular issued since 1955 have been listed and/ 

or advertised in issues of the Egyptian Publications Bulle

tin; The A.R.E. National Bibliography. 

Although the range of subjects covered ·by these bib

liographic publications was limited, the various compila

tions did serve to establish some measure of bibliographic 

control that did not exist previously. 

The Serial Division of the ENL has compiled some 

bibliographies consisting of catalogs and lists representing 

the ENL's holdings of periodicals and newspapers. In order 

to facilitate bibliographic control of the serials collec

tion, a two-volume list of its periodical holdings was pub

lished in 1961 and 1963. The Catalog of Arabic Periodicals 

in the Egyptian Library7 contains the serial holdings up to 

1958. The first volume, published in 1961, includes an 

alphabetical list of periodical titles (over 2,100) with an 

index to editors, publisjers, and contributors. Volume 2, 

published in 1963, encompasses three indexes bound as ~ne, · 

7u.A.R. National Library, Fihris ~-Dawriiyat Al-.· 
Arabi!ah Allati-ta!taniha Al-Dar, compiled by_Ma mud_rsmail 
Abdul ah (Cairo: 961, 1963), 2 vols. (text in Arabic)\ . 

. t 

\ 
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consisting of an index by place and frequency of publica

tion, subject, and a chronological list arranged by year. 

Information included under each entry cover~ title, ye~r 

first published, frequency, place of publication, publisher, 

and the call number in the ENL. Critically needed is an 

updated list of periodicals at the ENL held since 19~9. 

A current list of foreign periodicals and newspapers. 

held in the library appeared in 1959. This List of Current 

Periodicals (and Newspapers) , 8 conta~ning over 600 items, is 

arranged by subject, then title, with ari alphabetical title 

index. The valuJ of this list of periodicals could be en

hanced with the addition of descriptive information on the 

items listed, and with subsequent up-datings. 

The ENL has also issued catalogs describing its hold

ings of books and other library materials, as well as bib~ 

liographies and catalogs on subjects of national and · re

gional interest. The following are the most outstanding of 

these catalogs: 

Catalog of [Arabic] Books in the National Library~ · 

1935-1955 (Cairo: 1959, 1963), 2 vols. (text in Arabic) in

cludes the Library's holdings of books acquired during a 

20-year period, from 1935 to 1955. 

8u.A.R. National Library, Cataloging Department, · 
List of Current Periodicals {Cairo: 1959). The words · 
"{and Newspaper~)" appeared "mounted" on the title page • 

..... _.:. ;' . ... 
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A Bibliography of Works about Arab Nationalism 

(Cairo: 1959), 150 pp., includes materials in Arabic and 

Western languages. 

Fine Arts: Subject Catalogue, Vol~ 1- (Cairo: 

1962}, contains all books and references in Fine Arts and 

related materials held in the National Library (exclusively 

foreign language materials). 

Egypt, Subject Catalog (1957-1963), 3 vols., con

tains all foreign publications related to Egypt in the Na

tional Library up to 1956 (Vol. 1, 1957; Vol. 2, 1960; 

Vol. 3, 1963) . 

. Bibliographical Lists of the Arab World (Cairo: 

1960-1965), 10 numbers. This comprehensive .work, with wide · 

subject and regional coverage, has been pubiished con

tinuously by the National Library between 1~60 and 1965. 

The inclusive volumes are: (1) Algeria (2d ed., . 1963); · 

(2) Palestine and Jordan (2d ed., 1964); (3) Syria (2d ed., 

1965); (4) Lebanon (1960); (5) Iraq (1~60); (6) Sudan 

(1960); (7) Al-Magrib (1961); (8) Tunisia . (1961); (9) Lil:)ya· 

(1961); (10) Arabian Peninsula (1963). Each i~ separ~tely ·· 

published under the title "A Bibliography of Works about . 

. [name of country] . " 

List of Catalogs of Oriental Manuscripts (Cairo: 

1959), includes Arabic and Oriental manustript catalpgs i~ 
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the ENL and its branches. Publications listed are in Arabic 

and Western languages. 

These works and others have been compiled and pre_; 

pared by the Special Bibliography Department of the ENL, a 

service-oriented unit which has aided researchers and scien

tific organizations by compiling and producing bibliogra~ 

phies on virtually every subject. The majority of this di~ 

·vision's works are informative and its subject bibliography 

series, such as A Bibliography of Works about Papyrology 

(1960, 63 pp.) and A Bibliography of Works about Music, 

Theatre Arts and Cinema (1960, 269 pp.), are unique. 

One department of. the ENL which contributed most to 

the bibliographic activities, and ultimately to national 

bibliographic control, is the Cataloging and Bibliography 

Department. This department is responsible for the process~ · 

ing and publishing of a variety of bibliographies ~gener~l 

and special) in addition to the compilation and issuing of 

the national bibliography. 

Between 1952 and 1963, the cataloging unit ·success-

fully completed classifying all books and ~eriodicals 

(Arabic, Oriental , [Persian and Turkish], and Fo;reign) in 

the ENL. 9 In a 12~y~ar period, 166,628 publications were 

9The National Librar , Cairo, U .A. R. ,· 1952-1964 
(~airo: Nationa Library Press, (text in· 
Arabic). 
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processed; 129,619 of these were in Arabic and Oriental lan

guages, with 37,009 representing foreign titles. 10 The 

catalogs prepared by the Cataloging and Bibliography Depart~ 

ment constitute a majority of the library's published vol

umes, and provide general guides to ·the resources of Egypt. 

The Manuscripts Department has account:.ed for a great 

majority of classical subject bibliographies and for the 

preparation and production of catalogs for special collec

tions, such as the Arabic Papyri Collection. 

Manuscript holdings at the National Library have been 

compiled and published irregularly. "In 1956, the Catalogue 

of Manuscript Holdings, published by the ENL (Cairo: 

1956- ) , represented the first bibliographic endeavor un

dertaken in this department after the separation between 

'original and printed' manuscripts in 1951. 1111 

A comprehensive inventory listing t:.he manuscripts at 

the ENL in the 20-year period 1936-1955 is contained in a 

three-volume inclusive work published by the ENL <;961-

1963). This work is listed under the title Catalog of Manu-
. 12 

script Collections, 1936-1955 (Cairo: 1961~1963), 3 vols. 

lO b'd 30 I l. • ' p. . 
11cairo, Dar Al-Ku tub Al-Misriyah, Fihris Al-Makhtutat i 

Mustalah Al-Hadeath (Cairo: 1956), Vol. 1- · • ·· · .. •. ·· · ·.· .. • • · ·. •· 

12u.A.R. National Library, Fihris ·Al-Makhtut:'at; N~sh-
. rah Bil-Makhtutat Allati Egtanatha Al--Dar, 1936-1955 (Cairo~ 
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The first volume was published in 1961, followed by. the next 

two volumes published consecutively in 1962 and 1963. This 

work was compiled and edited by Fouad Sayed. The arrange

ment is alphabetical by title with ample cross references 

and an author index. A concise description based upon ac

tual examination of the original, manuscripts reveals that 

the publication description includes data about the entire 

document recorded with information on its text, history, and 

author' (with reference to his title, famous name, specialty, 

date of birth, and date of death). It also covers informa

tion on notes from the first paragraph of the manuscript, 

character of handwriting, scribes and artists, and date of 

manuscript completion. Additional descriptions include ma

terial on which it is written along with special reference 

to its physical characteristics (for example, the presence 

of mildew), size (in centimeters), number of pages, and 

number of lines or rows. 

Among other noteworthy special collections in the 

Manuscripts Department are those related to Oriental manu

scripts maintained at the ENL. Examples of such catalogs 

include: Catalog of Persian Manuscripts ·in the· Nation·al 

National Library Press, 1961-1963), 3 vols. (Vol. l, 1961 
[Alef-Sean] ; Vol. 2, 1962 [Shean-Lam] ; Vol. 3, 1963 [Meam
Yeh] ) • 
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Library--1963 (Cairo: 1966), that covers Arabic and Western 

language publications; and The Descriptive Catalog of Illus

trated Persian Manuscripts (Preserved) at the National Li

brary (Cairo, 1968), that . contains, in addition to a full 

bibliographic description, notes concerning the decoration, 

contents, and history of the manuscript. 

The ENL, recognizing its manuscript collection as 

rare and valuable, initiated the copying and microfilming of 

all manuscripts, particularly those originally produced in 

the Arab regions. The import of this project is further 

enhanced with the goal of collecting copies of all Arabic 

manuscripts scattered in libraries throughout the world, in 

addition to those held in other Egyptian institutions. 

With the help ·of the UNESCO Microfilming Unit, a 

total of 2,028 manuscripts were reproduced in 1963-1964 by 

the National Library (533 manuscripts from the ENL; 542 from 

its branches; 498 from the Alazhar Library; and 454 from the 

Alazhar Library branches).
13 

This undertaking by the ENL was considered the first 

step in a comprehensive collection related to the Arab 

legacy and the securing of a special research center on this 

subject. 

13The National Library, Cairo, U .A. R. , '1952'-·19·6 4, 
p. 3 9. 
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Occasionally, separate publications by the ENL have 

announced that additional manuscripts have been placed on 

microfilm. A List of Manuscripts on Microfilm, 14 repro

duced from the Yemen Arab Republic, appeared in 1967. The 

list includes rare and historical manuscripts dating back 

to the 12th and 13 centuries of Hijra (18th and 19th cen

turies A.D.). 

The editing and publishing of ancient and classical 

Arabic works with the aid and supervision of well known spe

cialists, is another of the useful functions assumed by the 

Egyptian National Library. With this endeavor the ENL has 

produced numerous volumes representing historical, literary, 

and religious publications. Several of these works were 

published and announced by the ENL as its contribution to 

publicize its holdings of classical manuscripts_ and papyri 

to researchers and scientific organizations ... · Representa-

tives of such collections include: A Comprehensive Exegesis 

of Legal Verses of the Quran (Al-Jami li-Ahkam Al-Quran), by 

Al-Qurtubi, 20 vols.; Encyclopedia of Literature, History 

and Geography (Nihayat-al-~rab Fi Funun-al-Adab), by Al

Nuwayri, 18 vols.; The History of E9ypt, the Islamic Period 

14u.A.R., National Lib~ary and Archives,·Manuscripts 
Department, A List of Arabic Manuscri ts Microfilmed from 
the Yemen Ara Repu ic Cairo: Nationa Li rary Press, 
1967) (text in Arabic, added title page in English). 
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to the End of Mamluk's Dynasty (Al-Nujum Al-Zahera Fi Muluk 

Misr Wal-Qahirah), by Ibn Tagri Bardi, 12 vols., which gives 

the history of Egypt from the Islamic period to the end of 

Mamluk's Dynasty. 15 

A monumental, classical work ·on the Arabic papyri 

holdings in the National Library was attributed to the Ger

man Orientalist, Adolf Grohmann. Arabic Papyri in the 

Egyptian National Library (Cairo: 1934- ) 16 was compiled, 

edited, and published in English by Grohmann with the col

laboration of Hasan Ahmad Hasan, who translated this work 

into Arabic. The publication includes data on the contents 

of the Arabic manuscripts, originals, and facsimiles . . 

(Volume 4 was published in 1967, Volume 5 in 1968). 

The previous listings of bibliographic works place 

the ENL within the description of Davinson: 

The activities leading towards the creation of a co:. 
ordinated national system augmented by international 
linkages are important to all libraries and aid their 
services to their r~aders in many ways. Large libra
ries, however, with pr~tensions towards research-level 
activity must, in effect, create an app~6ach to thei~ 
own universal bibliographic control by the assiduous _ 
collection of as many available items of published bib
liography as possible. The individual library ap~ · 
preaches the task rather like a jigsaw puzzle, by 

bardi 
t1.ona 

15The Egyptian National Library, PP· 3-4~ . 

16u.A.R., National Library and Archives, Awrag al
al-Arabi ah bi-Dar al-Kutub Al-Misri ah ·ccairo: N~-

L1.brary Press, 1934-
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fitting together individual pieces of bibliographies-- · 
current, retrospective and subject--in an attempt to 
create as full a picture as resources allow.17_ 

It may thus be concluded that bibliographic activi-. 

ties undertaken at the ENL were planned with the aim to: 

(1) make the library's unique resour.ces known to its na

tional and international constituencies through a variety 

of guides, lists, and catalogs; (2) provide control over · · 

subject matter of current national and/or regional interest; 

and (3) secure and facilitate access to a collection for the· 

most part difficult to search. 

It is evident that issuance of special types of bib

liographies and the provision of bibliographic services by 

the ENL's various departments have had an impact on the.de-

velopment of national and regional bibliogra~hies. The va

rious types and categories of bibliographic works thus far 

cited do not, however, portray the totality of the library 

resources. The failure of this considerable·extant output 

to attain the status of a true national bibliography should 

be attributed to the lack of organization.and coordin,ation 

of the ENL's extensive resources. The absence of a coordi

nated and comprehensive plan covering the bibliographic pro

gram as a whole thus invites attention to another weakness 

17oonald E. Davinson, Bibliographic Control (Hamden, 
Conn.: Linnet Books, 1975). 
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of the library. 

In general, bibliographic activities in Egypt have 

been constrained by a lack of communication and cooperation 

among the different types of libraries (national, academic, 

and special). Consequently, the ENL, as the national insti

tution, should recognize such deficiencies and should take 

the initiative for coordinating all nationwide library ac

tivities that would lead to closer and desirable internal 

communication, cooperation, and coordination~ with the ob

jective of increasing bibliographical information, dissemi

nation, and control. 

Information is an increasing important national re
source, and a coordinated approach to information prob
lems offers the best prospect for maintaining adequate 
national information services in a situation where user 
needs and material processing workloads grow faster than 
information agency budgets.18 . 

The need for and the importance of national information pro

grams and systems have been emphasized and recognized as es

sential components for internatiorial cooperation as well. 

In an increasingly interdependent -and international 
world, international cooperation is required for effec
tive treatm~nt of many information problems. _well ~r~ 
ganized national arrangements provide th~ basis of in
ternational recognition and cooperation·. . An important 
reason for engaging in national information programs and 

1811 The Role of National Libraries in National and In
ternational Information Systems," p. 9. 
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national information system planning is to prepare the 
ground for international cooperation from which all co
operating nations gan gain.19 

Undoubtedly, the Egyptian National Library's biblio

graphic efforts and activities have contributed to national 

bibliographic control and services, · Yet, other types of 

special collections, such as microfilms, pamphlets, and 

government documents should also be brought under suitable 

bibliographic control. 

2. National Bibliolraehic Traditions 
and the Nationa Bibliographic 
Agency 

The objective of national bibliographic control is 
the same whatever the country and so are the require- · 
ments to reach that objective. But differing national 
literary and publishing histories have resulted in dif
ferent bibliographic traditions and consequently in the 
creation of varying types of institutions to carry otit 
bibliographic tasks. In some countries substantial con
tributions to national bibliographic control have been 
made by private organizations, by professional associa
tions, by publishers, and by particular ·libraries. In 
other countries, state direction, with th_e consequent 
commitment of governmental resources for bibliographic 
activity, has been dominant throughout. 20 · . 

In Egypt, the National Bibliography has been con-

. tinuously produced for 23 years (since 1955) by the National 

Bibliography Division o~· the Egyptian ~ational Library. · The 

-19Ibid., p. 10. 

20oorothy Anderson, Unive~sal Bibliographic Control-~ 
A Long-Term Polici, . A Plan for Action (Pullach bei Munchen: · . 
Verlag Dokumentation, 1974), p. 18. 
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Legal Deposit Acts of 1954 and 1968 have been regarded as . 

the foundation upon which materials for inclusion in the 

Egyptian National Bibliography are secured. 

Certainly it is only in the past twenty-five years 
· that the creation of the national bibliography has been 

considered one of the major obj~ctives of the legal de
posit system. Its value as the best foundation for the 
national bibliography was recognized by UNESCO in 1954, 
with the suggestion of a model copyright deposit law. 
But national traditions in book production and distribu
tion, and particularly in the relationship between pub
lishers, printers and booksellers, are very different 
and point to the difficulties in trying to lay down a 
set of uniform requirements in a model deposit law which 
would satisfy every national bibliographic and publish
ing situation.21 

In 1954, for the first time in its modern history, 

the Egyptian government perceived the value and importance 

of bibliographic services in the development of Egyptian 

culture and advancement of science in Egypt. As a result, 

the Egyptian state became directly involved in the country's 

bibliographic process by: (a} constructing a new building 

for the National Library that encompasses a national docu

mentation center; (b} strengthening library and documenta

tion services nationwide; (c} establishing a coµunittee on 
; 

bibliographical services for Egypt; (d} appr9priating funds 

for attending regional and international library ·symposia 

and meetings on national bibliographic research; and 

21 rbid., p. 19. 
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(e) encouraging bibliographic research and study by conduct

ing nationwide workshops and seminars. 

The Egyptian Committee for Bibliographical Services 

was established by a Ministerial Act in 1955 to define the 

bibliographic needs in Egypt, to assist in the coordination 

of bibliographic activities, and to develop plans and make 

recommendations through the National Library for biblio

graphic activities and organizations in the country. 

The Egyptian Committee was organized with the direc

tor of the ENL as its president and the Egyptian National 

Library as its headquarters. Its statutes were approved in 

1956, after which it held its first _me~ting. 22 

The acceleration of scientific progress and the ac

cumulation of other types of general knowledge have created 

new challenges and made it imperative that the national in

stitution cope with such developments. Consequently~ the 

duties and services of the library have been enlarged and 

made more complex by the Legislative Reorgan:i..zation Act of 

1956, which conferred upon the ENL con~titutional autonomy 

with its own separate budget. 

The reorganizatiQn at the ENL established a special 

bibliographic department amon~ several other traditional 

22The National Library, Cairo, U.A~R., 1952-1964, 
p. 15. 
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library divisions. This department has been further sub

divided into three divisions: (1) Nationa~ Bibliography, 

responsible for producing the current and retrospective na

tional bibliography; (2) Special Bibliography, responsible 

for compiling and producing subject .and special bibliogra

phies on virtually any area; and (3) Manuscripts, respon

sible for the compilation, processing, preserving and pub

lishing of the manuscript catalogs. Thus the Egyptian gov~ 

ernment, through the ENL, has greatly assisted in establish

ing and maintaining a current record of the country's pub

lications. 

During the 1960s and 1970s several developments in 

Egypt altered certain of the ENL's established activities 

and services, and ultimately resulted in new: advances in the 

library system. The evolution of specialized scientific and 

documentation centers coupled with the awareness of Uni~er

sal Bibliographic Control (UBC) led the Egyptian government 

to recognize the significance of a national bibliographic 

center or agency within the National Library • . · 

During the past 20 years the Egyptian N~tional Li- . 

brary's duties and organizational structure have been ex

tended and modernized. · In addition-, the library has been 

given new statutory responpibilities that reshape its na

tional identity. The granting of special statutory 
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privileges to the ENL, including the receipt of legal depos

its, carried with it the respons~bility to ~erve as a major 

repository of Egyptian civilization, and also to function as 

a national bibliographic center. 

Since 1970, the ENL has been·affiliated with the Gen

eral Egyptian Book Organization (GEBO) under the leadership 

of an Undersecretary of Culture. The integration of the 

National Library, the National Archives, and the Editing and 

Publishing House may thus be considered a monumental 

achievement for the library system in· Egypt. 

The recent role of the Egyptian National Library as 

the National Library and Documentation Cent.er appears to 

emphasize the universal trend of conc~ntrating national bib

liographic control and service within the national library. 

It is reasonable to predict that the National Library and 

Documentation Center will have special significance in ex

panding the national collection. 

It is a pattern already apparent in countries wl)ere 
an integrated library and documentation system exists or 
is being reconstructed to meet the new demands for ser
vice to all aspects of the library and infor~ation _com~ 
munities.23 

The National Library and Documentation Center's re-

cent anq. future development has been projected toward the 

2311 The Role of National Libraries in National and · 
International Information Systems," P. l_l ._ · 
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completion of a new library plant that will house five mil

lion volumes and seat 2,000 readers. Among other develop

ments and projects there are plans to: (1} create authori

tative bibliographic records for items composing the na

deposit; (2} standardize technical systems for classifica

tion, indexing, and content analysis by the computer; 

(3) coordinate the services of universities, research, spe

cial, and public school libraries; (4) strengthen the rela

tionship between the National Library and other institutions 

in the Arab and African countries; . (5) facilitate the ex~ 

change of information and experience on local, national, and 

international levels; and (6) establish the National Biblio

graphical and Scientific Computer Center, which will 

• . . make use of the computer's ability to store and 
retrieve information in Arabic Language . . They started 
with the Hundred Years Catalogue of the National Library 
(1870-1969). Now they are working on the Union Cata- . . 
logue, periodicals, information analysis and,the ·use of 
automation in the services of the National Library. 24 

24General Egyptian Book Organization, Cairo 8th Inter
national Book Fair, n.p. 
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3. National Bibliographic Control 
in Relation to Universal 
Bibliographic Control 

The system of UBC is envisaged as the sum of compo
nent national bibliographic contributions, and it fol
lows naturally that every endeavour to strengthen na
tional bibliographic control will assist the development 
of UBC network.25 . · 

National bibliographic control through which Egyptian 

literature is organized for access and communication (i.e., 

bibliographic exchange of information) has been the concern 

and responsibility of the ENL. The Library's contribution 

to UBC has been substantially attained through the develop

ment of library activities directed at bibliographic con-

trpl. These activities vary, as mentioned earlier, from the 

scheduling of worldwide conferences and seminars to the com-

pilation and publishing of the national btbliography. 

Due to the adoption of statutory functions and the 

undertaking of varied bibliographic activities of the ENL, 

progress toward establishment of national bibliographic con

trol in Egypt, and parallel to UBC requirements has been 

substantially improved by the following develop~ents: 

1. The legal deposit system adopted · in 1954. · 

2. The establishment of a national bibliographic 

agency has been accomplished through the ENL National 

25Anderson, Universal Bibliographic Control, P• 30. 
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Bibliography Department until 1972, then by creation of the 

National Bibliographical and Scientific Computer Center. 

3. Establishing the official bibliographic record 

for each new publication issu~d in the country has been 

maintained since the legal deposit act was passed. 

4. The National Bibliography has been published 

(varyingly since 1955) and qtiarterly since 1974. 

5. The National Bibliography has been published and 

distributed in a standard physical form (cards, printed 

catalogs, and in the near future, with machine readable 

type) . 

6. The National Library has been assisting the Arab 

countries through the regional office in Cairo, ALECSO/De

partment of Documentation and Information, in the publica

tion of their national bibliographies and contributing the 

Legal Deposit Bulletin to help in the publishing of Bulletin 

of Arab Publications, which ii a regional bibliography. 

From the preceding it is evident that the Egyptian 

National Library has been committed to par~icipating in the 

general UBC program. 

The concept of UBC--a long term programme for the 
development of a worldwide system for the control and 
exchange of bibliographic information--presupposes the 
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creation of a network made up of component national 
parts, integrated at the international level to form 
the UBC system.26 

The International Congress on National Bibliogra

phies, 1977, has endorsed the concept of UBC and emphasized 

the need to strengthen national bibliographic control as a 

prerequisite for universal bibliographic control. 

To strengthen and improve national bibliographic 
control is an end in itself, and as such falls within 
the scope of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Conference as 
part of the integrated planning of national library, 
documentation and archives infrastructures: to con
tribute to the nation's own library and information net
work, to build up the national library and archival col
lections, to be .responsible within the nation for . find
ing and recording of material for benefit of the na
tion's own library information and archive system.27 

In considering the relationship of national to uni

versal bibliographic .control, the ENL has made some changes 

in its system of national bibliographic control, changes 

that are imperative in order to remain compatible with in

ternational requirements. 

The current complex pattern of bibliographic ser
vices consists of a multiplicity of organizations, in 
the public and private sectors, providing a variety of 
products and services. National bibliographic control 
is needed to identify items of recorded information in 
all media, to provide intellectual access to each such 

26 rnternational Congress on National Bibliographies, 
.19 77, Final Report (Paris: UNESCO, 1978) • 

27Anderson, Universal Bibliographic Control, P· 30. 
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item of information, and to standardize the processing 
and communication of relevant data.28 

C. National Information System Networks 

During the past twenty years, momentous technological 

developments in the acquisition, processing and dissemina

tion of information has taken place and continues to occur. 

Books, which for many centuries have been the medium for 

storing and disseminating accumulated knowledge, are becom

ing increasingly less critical in scientific, technical, and 

other fields where obsolescence is a factor. While books 

may still be relatively inexpensive, the costs of obtaining 

current information not readily available and otherwise in~ 

accessible are becoming greater. 

Access to the increasing store of human knowledge has 

required development of an economic system enhanced by tele

purchasing and computer technology to provide wider user 

choice, rapid feedback, and cost savings to suppliers and 

distributors. These methods have contribu·ted to an informa

tion system effective in increasing its utilization as well 

as to advance information systems worldwide. · 

Egypt, like other countries, has experienced 

28National Commission on Library and Information 
Science, 'roward a National Proc ram for · Librar and Informa
tion Serv1c~s: Goals for ActLon Washington, D.C.: NCLIS, 
1975). 
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developments that have modified and changed both the nature 

and concept of library and information services. As a re

sult of advancements in computer technology _and telecommuni

cations, some libraries, in particular the ENL, are ex

pected to provide materials for national as well as inter

national needs. Consequently, there have been increasing 

demands for more advanced methods of information storage and 

retrieval. More extensive sharing of resources among li

braries has been another developing trend. 

1. National Information Services 

Early developments in 1968 in the Egyptian National 

Library were directed toward the application of computer 

technology to the storage and retrieval of- the Library's 

holdings, as we}l as the production of a computerized cata

log for the Library's retrospective collections, especially 

those in Arabic. Success of this will eventually lead to " 

the development of a machine-readable bibli6graphic data 

base. 

Because of the almost unlimited capability of the 

computer to store and retrieve information, it was decided 

to compile and produce the National Library holdings for a 

100-year period, from iis inception in 1870 through 1969. 

This will eventually contribute to the establishment of a 

national union catalog. Several factors have encouraged ;the 
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Egyptian government to utilize a computer during the last 

ten years (since 1968) in developing a comprehensive na

tional bibliographic system. Reasons for use include: 

(1) unlimited capability of the computer to store informa

tion; (2) extraordinary speed of computer storage and re

trieval of information; (3) efficiency in sorting volumes of 

information and rearranging it in any desired format; and 

(4) capabilities in performing library operations: record

ing, controlling, disseminating, and retrieving bibiio-

graphic information, along with the future processing of 

machine-readable tapes. 29 

The computerized Hundred Years Catalogue project, es

tablished in 1968 by the Egyptian National Library, was ini

tiated to produce a complete, comprehensive catalog of all 

the library's collections or holdings during the one hundred 

years from 1870 to 1969. 

The catalog will be divided into two _parts: Arabic 

and non-Arabic holdings. Each part is further . divide_d into 

three volumes: Volume one, Pure and Applied_Sciences; vo1~ · 

ume Two, Humanities (including general knowle~Je, philoso- .. 

phy, religion, languages, literature, and fine arts 

29The Hundred Years Catala tie of the "National Li
brary, prepare by the Nationa Bib iograp ical an Scien
tific Computer Center (Cairo: GEBO, 1975), P· 1. 
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sciences); and Volume Three, Social Sciencea; History, and 

Geography. 30 Each of the three volumes contains two alpha

betical indexes: one for authors and another for titles. 

In addition, two separate cumulative indexes listing authors 

and titles for the entire three volumes will be issued for 

each of the two parts. An alphabetical list of the subjects 

and the classification number precede each part. 

A third part will eventually be utilized for record

ing information on special library collections acquired and 

housed by the Library during the same 100-year period. A 

total of 41 special collections has already been donated to 

the Library by Egyptian dignitaries. 31 

The cataloging and classification of the collection 

utilized the International Cataloging Rules (Anglo Am~rican 

Cataloging Rules, North American Text) for new entries. - A 

special classification code for Arabic libraries, adapted by 

M. El-Sheniti, was applied for Arabic books . . This Arabic 

Code was designed specifically for the Arabic language and~ 

has been used by libraries in Egypt and o~her Arab coun-

tries. 

The arrangement ?f main e~tries for '. Arabic books has 

created a problem with respect to whether the main .entry be 

listed by author or title. Although the t~end favor~ an 

)Oibid., p. 2. 31 rbid. 
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arrangement by author, it was decided to classify by title 

for two reasons: traditionally, classification by title has 

been used in Egypt for the past 100 years, · and readers have 

become accustomed to ordering books by titles·. Books in 

foreign languages will be arranged by author. 

The classification system employed in the collection 

is the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC). A translation of 

the ooc32 (abridged 18th edition) was adopted and modified 

for Arab books. This classification scheme listed the lead

ing subjects relating to the Arabic and Islamic collections. 

The following classification numbers repre~ent the new class 

numbers in the Arabic edition: Islam (210-219), Arabic 

Language (140-419), Arabic Literature (810~819), the rear

arranged classes of Law (340-349), and General Management 

(350-359). Other subject areas such as Arabic His1=-ory and · 

History of Arabic Countries were expanded and assigned spe-

cial class numbers. 33 

The computerized Hundred Years Cat~logue has encoun~ 

tered many problems since its ·inception . . · Generally . these 

problems resulted from adapting the Arabic language to th~ 

32oewey Decimal Cla~sification--Arabic Scheme, trans
lated and edited by M. El-~heniti a~d A. Kabesh (Cairo: 
Egyptian Association of Archives and Librarianship flEAAL," 
1961) • 

33Hundred Years Catalogue, P· 4. 
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computer. It was very difficult to convert computer lan

guage and printout from English to Arabic scripts.· Arabic 

alphabets, being quite different from the Roman, are diffi

cult to manipulate. Moreover, the form of the Arabic letter 

changes according to its location in•the word. As a result, 

the project has been progressing very slowly. 

Another problem greatly affecting the bibliographic 

record was use of punctuation in the implementation of the 

ISBD requirements in Arabic. The International Standard 

Bibliographic Description (ISBD) and its application to 

Arabic scripts has been a great concern nationalli, region

ally, and even internationally. 

The growing application of ISBD's in national bib~ 
liographies and library catalogues, and their adoption 
in cataloging codes has caused many librarians to re
flect on these newly developed bibliographic standards. 
Whilst their acceptance in Western libraries .is wide
spread, there has been both criticism and some misurider
standing in many de~eloping countries·of the role of 
ISBD's.34 

Translation of ISBD's from the English text 

•· . . was relatively straightforward for countries hav.:.. 
ing left-to-right scripts--the major problem was adapt
ing ISBD's to scripts running from right-to-left and to 
non-western bibltographic and publishing traditions. 
For scripts running from right-to-left, howeveri there 
was not only the problem of unf~miliar or unavailable 

34Dorothy Anderson, "International Standard ~ibli~
graphic Description for Monographs [ISBD(M)] Checklists, 
UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 28 (January-February 1974): 
34-39. 

~ i •. . 
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Roman.princtuation bu~ also the problem of -applying it, 
once it had been decided to follow the -stipulations of 
the I~BD'~· Mere t~anslation of the English text was no 
solution in these situations, and as a result variant 
interpretations of punctuation problems have been intro
duced by some national bibliographies and ·libraries.35 

On the regional level, a monograph on the Arabization 

of ISBD was published by the ALECSO Department of Informa

tion and Documentation. This monograph was distributed by 

ALECSO to Arab countries to facilitate use . of ~the ISBD(M). 

It included definitions of technical terms, abbreviations, 

initials, and acronyms in English and Arabic; numerals and 

their use; and problems and proposals concerning the use of 

punc~uation -in Arabic. 

The National Bibliographic and Scientific C9mpute~ 
I 

Center, now the National Bibliographical and Data Processing 

Center, has been of tremendous help in the advancement of 

this enormous national enterprise. The UNESCO Bulletin has 

reported the following information concerning the develop~ 

ment of bibliographical services in Egypt .in 1977. · 

National Bibliography: the constitu~ion o~ ~ mon~- . 
graph data base is being undertaken by t~e National Bib
liographical and Data Processing Center in order to. 
identify the Arabic and non-Arabic collection kept by 
the National Library from its founding ·in 1870 until 

· 35Rosamond Kerr, "The Development of International 
·t Standard Bibliographic Description (I~BD) and.some.Problems 

for Non-Roman Scripts," UNESCO Bulletin for •Libraries 31 
_ (July-August 1977) :210-215. 
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1969. This is the first step towards the national 
_"Library Services" computerization.36 

Since this data base was specifically developed to 

produce already designed printed publications, little con

sideration was given to other possibie uses. However, it 

should be noted that with this process, the computer can be 

applied to searching this data base as well. 

A wide range of information technology has been 
available for several years from which · to build informa
tion handling systems for bibliographic control. That 
technology, continuing to outrun the ability of design
ers to build complex systems and administrators to agree 
on the institutional aspect of running them, has been 
improving rapidly both in performance and- cost. Theim
provements in information technology show every sign . of 
continuing, and they will provide those institutions 
which have had the foresight to commit themselves _to use 
those technologies with a distinct advantage in the 
struggles for survival of our library and information 
institutions. Particularly beneficial have been coopera
tive ventures made possible by those technologies where 
shared work reduces the redundant activities in each 
institution, or at least provides a shared facility for 
use by several institutions. 37 

Despite these new developments havi:,ngbeen introduced 

into the Egyptian library community -additional deficiencies 

still remain that .must be overcome to achieve the coopera

tion required to implement a nationwide information system. 

36 "Bibliography, Documentation, Terminology," UNESCO 
Bulletin 18 (March-April 1978) :81. 

3 7 Ronald L. Wiginton and Charles N . __ CostakOs, "Tech- -- · 
nological Foundations for Bibliographic Control Systems," 
Library Quarterly 49 (July 1977) :285-307. 
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The following are some such barriers: 

1. Government funding for libraries and information 

activities has been insufficient. 

2. With the exception of Cairo and Alexandria, li

braries and other information resources are.not evenly dis

tributed. 

3. Schools of library and information science are 

not producing professionals technically equipped to manage 

computer and communications technology. 

4. Lack of public knowledge about the location of 

available resources has resulted in the failure of the li

brary community to introduce public service programs. 

One of the chief obstacles to sharing resources is 
the lack of public knowledge about the location of 
available resources. Not only must the public be made 
aware that library networks and commercial information 
services exist, but every potential user must be in
stilled with the desire to learn, to read, to find out, 
and to know .. Every technique known to the teaching pro
fession and to the television, radio, and newspaper 
media should be used to educate the users·, at every age 
level, about the location of library ~nd information 
service available to' serve their needs .. 3 8 

The current situation is in need o1 impiovement; much 

could be achieved by a carefully derived program of action • .. 

Such a program should be funded by the government in order 

to provide an overall framework that will eliminate the 

38National Commission on Library and ·.Information 
Science, Toward a National Program for Library · and ~nforma
tion Services: Goals for Action, p. 38 . . . • 
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deficiencies. These deficiencies in bibliographic control 

of current resources and services demand careful planning 

for the development of a spirit of cooperation without which 

no nationwide plan for improved services can succeed. 

The range of activities and functions at the national 

institution have been varied, from publishing the national 

bibliography and bibliographic standards to initiating use 

of sophisticated computer systems. Some of these activities 

are in progress, and considerable achievement in some direc

tions has already been made. Additionally, .the Library's 

bibliographic products have been distributed in several 

foims such as book catalogs, printed cards (recently this 

service was extended to the Arab countries), and in the riear 

future, machine-readable forms. 

Through computerized library networks and activities, 

the library and information communities have emerged during 

the 1970s. The commitment t,o a national library network in 

Egypt, however, has not been clear. 

With new developments in computers and telecommunica

tions and with the growing ~mportanceof non-print mate- . 

rials, new commercial companies have been .es:tablished that 

provide access to information needs and services. Also, 

some of the initial planning for a nationaf :library and in-· 

formation network has been started at the national 
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institution. However, the National Library's initiative 

should be equally matched by other library institutions, 

private and public sectors. Voluntary cooperation of all 

institutions is mandatory for a viable information re

trieval system. Most importantly, the government should be 

committed to funding such activities in order to provide and 

promote national service and planning. 

2. The E~yptian National Library's 
Role in National and Inter
national Information Systems 

The needs for national and international information 

systems and programs were examined. As a consequence, im-

portant national and international developments were de

lineated in the context of scientific and technological re

lated program activities. 

Internationally, two groups of related program ac-

tivities--NATIS (National Information System) and UNISIST 

(World Science Information Systern)--evolved µnder the spon~ 

sorship of UNESCO. 

The concept of a Nationa~ Information System (NATIS) 

was promoted by UNESCO and was ~ccepted by the ~974 Inter

governmental Conference on Planning of National Documenta

tion, Library ~nd Archives Infrastructure. The National In

formation System comprises all ageJ?.cies', resources, pro

cesses, and activities involved in the trinsfer of 
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information in the nation. The role of the National Library 

with regard to NATIS was identified to provide necessary 

central library services, provide leadership within the li

brary component of NATIS, and actively participate in the 

planning and over-all development of NATIS. 

Leadership and planning roles of national libraries 
are now at least as important as their role of providing 
central services. The emphasis has shifted in recent 
years from thinking mainly in terms of individual li
braries to thinking in terms of complete national and 
international networks or systems of libraries and in
formation services. In this context the influence of 
the national library on national and international li
brary system development is clearly of major signifi
cance.39 

UNISIST, a World Science Information System, was 

planned as 

. a continuing, flexible programme to coordinate 
existing trends toward cooperation and to act as a cata
lyst for the necessary development of scientific infor
mation. The ultimate goal is the establishment of a 
flexible and loosely connected network of information 
services based on voluntary cooperation. UNISIST is to 
be concerned with basic sciences, engineering and tech
nology, but it will later be extended to other fields of 
learning.40 

In addition, UNISIST has been described as "a phil-

. t. .,41 osophy, a movement, and an organiza ion. Generally, the 

3911 The Role of National Libraries in National and In
ternational Information Systems," p. 16. 

40A. Wysocki, "A world Science Information System, 
Necessary and Feasible," UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 25 
(March-April 1971) :62-66. 

41rbid., p. 63. 
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basic program activities of NATIS and UNISIST are the same. 

In fact, both are concerned with developing national and 

international resource sharing, recognizing the role of the 

national institution in promoting these activities and 

identifying other areas in which the · national library can 

participate. 

Recently, UNESCO decided to incorporate most of its 

NATIS and UNISIST activities into a General Information Pro

gram under the supervision of an intergovernmental steering 

committee, the Information Systems and Services Council, on 

which Egypt is represented. 

In reaching this decision the General Conference 
took the following considerations into account: the im
portance of the transfer and exchange of information 
particularly in the scientific and technological field, 
for economic and social development, the increasing im
portance .of information as a resource, the growing com
plexity of information technology, and the need for 
furthering international information systems: the im
portance for all countries, of the problems of planning 
and developing integrated national information systems, 
and the urgency of filling in the information gap and of 
the creation and · development o.f the necessary infra
structures in these countries; the commitment of UNESCO 
to contribute to the development of international, re
gional and national information systems as a vital ele
ment in international cooperation and national develop
ment; and the significant role which be~ongs, in such. 
systems, to libraries and archives services, the contri
bution of which to cultural development should be empha
sizea.42 

42 "NA'I1IS News," UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 31 
(March-April 1977): 6l-66. 
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The need for a national information system and pro

gram has been recognized by the Egyptian National Library 

and the library and information resource divisions as well. 

It should be reported, however, that the library and infor

mation community in Egypt is composed of many independent, 

autonomous units in the public and private sectors. As a 

group, they constitute all components of NATIS that form the 

information infrastructure of Egypt. 

In view of the various statutory powers of the Egyp

tian National Library, progress toward the establishment of 

a national information policy and plan in Egypt has been 

initiated, and futu~e development programs have been estab

lished. Some of these programs, as previously mentioned, 

will be undertaken in an attempt to develop and improve li

brary cooperation in Egypt, and strengthen the rel~tionship 

between the national library and other in$titutions ori the 

regional and international level. 

D. Conclusions 

The Egyptian National Library has been providing bib-

liographic services to the nation's libraries, and has pio

neered essential methods within the nation for facilitating 

bibliographic control. The need for national information 

programs, as well as the need for an effective organization 

of basic bibliographic services should be of primary concern 
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to the Egyptian National Library along with the government. 

Because formal functional relationships between Egyp

tian libraries have not been established, any plan for co

operation and coordination of nationwide library and infor

mation services must consider the financial and administra

tive arrangements that exist to support adequate services. 

In addition, the National Library must increase its 

involvement in all aspects of national and international 

library affairs, establish new channels of communication 

with other libraries, and lead in developing a cooperative 

Egyptian national bibliographic system. 

The exponential growth in the quantity of materials pro-· 
duced and the increased cost of all material have made 
it imperative that a method be found to reduce the unit
cost of adding and maintaining a library collection and 
to assure the identification and location of a growing 
body of materials for all users. The coordination of 
compatible . or interrelated computer based bibliographic 
systems appears to be the most promising current solu
tion to this problem. However, such a system demands a 
high level of cooperation--it is not a task that can be 
assumed by any one institution, but must be undertaken 
cooperatively to facilitate the sharing of resources and 
to assure that equipment, standards and scope are con-
sistent.43 

4311 Report of the Advisory Groups on Libraries to the 
Librarian of Congress," February 1977. (Mimeographed.) 



CHAPTER VII 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The purpose of this research was to review and evalu

ate the background and development of bibliographic controls 

and services in Egypt. The current status and problems of 

major bibliographies and bibliographic services were inves

tigated and recommendations for improvement were proposed. 

In addition, this study analyzed the current role of the 

Egyptian National Library and recommended certain critical 

changes to improve and increase its effectiveness and effi

ciency. 

In order to analyze the aspects of bibliographic con

trols and services and of the Egyptian National Library de

scribed above, the following methods were utilized: 

1. Survey of the state-of-the-art of the national 

bibliography in Egypt was accomplished. Bibliographical 

services covering trade books and services of the Egyptian 

government were investigated. Approximately 165 Egyptian or 

Egypt-related bibliographic sources were examined and evalu

ated including national and trade bibliographies, in-print 

catalogs and lists, library and information bulletins and · 

journals, conferences and symposium publications, )published 

137 



138 

research reports, directories, thesis and dissertation cata

logs, publishers and exhibitors catalogs, and government 

publications. 

2. Contributions made by national (private and pub

lic sectors) and regional institutions, as well as scien

tific and documentation centers, were investigated. 

3. The role of the National Library in developing a 

national bibliographic system in part by utilization of com

puter and telecommunications technology was reviewed and 

evaluated. In addition, the role of the National Library in 

national and international bibliographic control and infor

mation sys terns was r::plored. 

It was found that Egypt has officially established a 

current national bibliography. The Egyptian National Li

brary, founded in 1870, has been compiling and publishing 

the bibliography since 1955. Although the bibliographical 

entries in the national bibliography were deficient in cer

tain respects, and the frequency of publication inconsis

tent, it was the country's first and most serio~s attempt to 

systematize reporting of the nation's intellectual resources. 

The Legal Deposit Acts of 1954, amended in 1968, initiated 

authority for the creation of the Egyptian national bibliog

raphy in which all the country's recorded output is docu

mented, published, and made available for use. The Egyptian 
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Publications Bulletin; The A.R.E. National Bibliography 

{varyingly published from 1955-1969, and annually since 

1969-1974) and the Legal Deposit Bulletin {issued monthly 

between 1969 and 1974 and quarterly from 1974 to the pres

ent) are the sources of the current national bibliography, in 

Egypt. The Egyptian retrospective bibliography was found 

inadequate due to non-existence of standardized cataloging 

and classification schemes. However, the anticipated pub

lishing of a computerized catalog will list the retrospec

tive holdings of the National Library, covering a 100-year 

period, from its inception in 1870 through 1969. 

This study ievealed that the Egyptian government is 

the largest publisher in the country. As of 1978, there 

were 24 ministries in the executive establishment with over 

65 administrative subunits of these departments issuing 

catalogs, indexes, and bibliographies. It was found, how

ever, that bibliographic services of these government agen

cies were inadequate and lacked a complete and current guide 

to government publications. No bibliographic control ex

isted until 1970, but subsequent to that date government 

publications were deposited in the national library. The 

latter procedure has slightly improved the control of these 

documents through their being listed in the national bib-

liography. 
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role in national and international bibliographic controls 

and information systems. It was found that the National 

Library has been providing bibliographic and information 

services to the nation's libraries and has pioneered essen

tial methods within the nation for facilitating biblio

graphic control. The range of its activities and functions 

have been varied, from publishing the national bibliography 

and bibliographic standards to initiating use of sophisti

cated computer systems. However, . due to the lack of a 

nationwide plan, development of national bibliographic con

trols and services has proved deficient. This study also 

depicted the interrelationship between Egyptian libraries as 

generally not formalized due to the lack of a national pro

gram for cooperation and coordination of library and infor

mation services. 

As a consequence, the national institution has estab-

lished several programs designed to improve bibliographic 

performance within the National Library. The Library has 

also taken the initiative to extend its developing contri

butions to both national and international bibliographic 

controls and information systems. Some of these programs 

are currently in progress and considerable achievements in 

some of these areas have already been made. 

The initiation of a monograph data base has been 
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undertaken by the National Bibliographical and Data Process

ing Center in order to identify the Arabic and non-Arabic 

collections kept by the National Library from the time of 

its inception in 1870 to 1969. This has been the first step 

taken toward the National Library Services' computerization. 

Recommendations for solutions to problems relating to 

national bibliographic controls and services require major 

changes essential to providing a sound national system of 

bibliographic control and access. It should be emphasized 

that changes in the nation's documentation and bibliographic 

access, which is essential and desirable, will require 

strengthening national capabilities for planning, developing 

funding, and establishing priorities. 

The following recommendations are directed to biblio

graphic control and the national bibliography, in general, 

and to the Egyptian National Library, in particular. 

A. Recommendations for the 
National Bibliography 

The following recommendations are suggested to im-

prove the National Bibliography with respect to maintaining 

the national collection. 

1. It is suggested that Legal Deposit laws be exam-

ined with regard to present needs and future developments of 

an Egyptian national bibliographic system in order to 
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establish and maintain national bibliographic control. 

2. It is suggested that each issue of the Egyptian 

National Bibliography clearly state its contents and the 

types of materials excluded from listing. 

3. The national bibliographic center or agency 

should consider publishing an annual cumulation of the quar

terly issues of the current national bibliography. 

4. A description of the general categories of mate

rials covered in the national bibliography should b~ added 

to the information describing the contents and arrangement 

objectives of the national bibliography. 

5. It is recommended that the National Bibliographic 

Center be established by statutory provisions to perform the 

production of the national bibliography. 

6. The national bibliographic agency, in cooperation 

with Egyptian publishers, should develop Cataloging-In

Publication (CIP) schemes. Pre-publication cataloging will 

facilitate and speed editing of the national bibliography. 

7. The Egyptian National Library along with the Na

tional Bibliographic Center should approve transliteration 

schemes of Arabic transcripts into the Roman alphabet, 

strongly considering mechanical processing methods. 

8. It would be desirable for the National Biblio

graphic Center to implement international bibliographic 
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standards for preparing official national bibliographic 

records. Since the International Standard Book Number 

(ISBN) was adopted in 1975 for the national bibliography, 

consideration should be given to accepted international bib

liographic standards and codes such as the International 

Standard Bibliographic Description (ISBD), the International 

Standard Serial Number (ISSN), and other international stan

dards that may develop for the creation and content of the 

bibliographic record. 

B. Recommendations for the 
Egyptian National Library 

Several recommendations are listed for improving the 

effectiveness of the National Library. It is suggested that 

the National Library: 

1. Provide strong leadership in developing a compre-

hensive national bibliographic and information system 

through utilization of computer and telecommunications tech-

nology. 

2. Participate and assume leadership in developing a 

cooperative nationwide library and information service net

work. This program must be funded by the government to pro

vide an overall national library framework. 

3. Encourage creation of a national periodical lend-

ing library in cooperation with other research libraries. 
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4. Assume the leadership in organizing cooperative 

efforts for collecting government documents and improving 

their availability, contra~, and use. 

5. Establish a government documents department with 

a comprehensive collection of documents from all levels of 

the Egyptian government. 

6. Initiate a national preservation program to as

sist other Egyptian libraries solve problems in the preser

vation of materials. 

7. Consider establishing a Technical Services Center 

to provide training and information about National Library 

techniques and processes, emphasizing automation. 

8. Recognize the need for compiling the following 

bibliographies or directories: 

a) Bibliography of Egyptian bibliographies, 

b) Union list of Egyptian periodicals and news-

papers, 

c) Bibliography of government publications from 

1958-1970, 

d) Directory of publishers, booksellers, and 

publishing establishments in Egypt, 

e) Egyptian periodical index, 

f) Directory of libraries and information 

centers in Egypt. 
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9. Function as the national depository center, issu

ing announcements listing resources and other library ser

vices for distribution to government offices, libraries in 

Egypt and abroad, and private patrons. 

10. Seriously consider sponsoring an annual institute 

of advanced bibliographic research to acquaint Egyptian · 

scholars with the library's collections and services. This, 

eventually, would help develop the Library into a national 

center for advanced research and scholarship. 

11. Improve library schools' curricula and redefine 

their educational programs. This would increase the techni

cal competence of those persons involved in developing the 

nation's library and information centers. 

12. Encourage greater cooperation through the estab

lished mechanisms created by the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization, International Federa

tion of Library Associations, and International Standards 

Organization. 

13. Assume leadership toward the implementation of 

Universal Bibliographic Control. Such initiative would im

prove the production and distribution of bibliographic 

records through the establishment of appropriate interna

tional standards for bibliographic descriptions of all types 

of materials; for transliteration and exchange of machine 
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readable records. 

14. Establish a national as well as a regional out

reach program through workshops, internships, training pro

grams, and consultant services. 

15. Increase involvement in all aspects of national 

library affairs and establish new and effective channels of 

communication with other libraries. 

16. Continue assisting the Arab countries in produc

ing national and regional bibliographies. 

17. It should be strongly emphasized that to achieve 

some or all of the recommendations listed above, funds, 

staff, and government support must be available on a con

tinuous basis. 

C. Recommendations for 
Further Study 

The undertaking of further research in the following 

areas would be considered both relevant and useful: 

1. An analytical and evaluative study concerning 

bibliographic control of government documents in Egypt. 

Bibliographic control for improvement of government docu

ments could be directed toward cooperative efforts by all 

government agencies for collecting government documents and 

improving their availability, control, and use. 

2. A similar critical study could be made for other 
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national bibliographic needs in Egypt. For instance, an 

evaluation of the feasibility of the establishment of an 

Egyptian bibliographic center that would meet the biblio

graphic needs of scholars in Egypt, implement international 

bibliographic standards for preparing official national bib

liographic records, and improve transliteration schemes for 

Arabic transcripts. 

3. An in-depth analysis of the role of the Egyptian 

National Library as the national bibliographic center would 

very likely be a useful undertaking. 

4. A study investigating the feasibility of biblio

graphic controls and services on the regional level in Arab 

countries and examining the role of ALECSO in regional bib

liographic control with proposals for improvement of its 

services would be of value. 
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