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ABSTRACT 

KEVIN L. STINY ARD 

RACE FOLLOWS THE AMERICAN FLAG: A CRITIQUE OF 
UNITED ST A TES FOREIGN POLICY DURING THE 

PHILLIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR 

MAY2011 

The intention of Race Follows--the American Flag is to examine the political idea of 

power; the creation of the United States cultural identity and how that cultural identity 

creates both an imperialist focal point and also a foreign policy based on the racial 

composition of subjugated and would-be subjugated countries. Using Eric Voegelin' s 

'"theory of the state" as a foundation; this thesis will examine the conceptualization of 

racial identity in both American ''culture" and its foreign policy and how this ideology 

has mitigated her apportionment with the country of the Philippines both prior, during 

and following America' s war with the Philippines Islands. In addition this paper, 

beginning with an view of America' s early nation building ideas, chronicle how this idea 

was a racial/political relationship and has influenced interactions between the United 

States and the Philippine Islands leading to and following war and how this lead to a 

racial based foreign policy in America' s dealings with non-Anglo countries following the 

war. This paper will also attempt to show how those same ideals continue to influence 

United States foreign relations into the 21 st century . Using different political theorists 

and concepts, this research will delve into the creation, usage and modification of the 
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racially driven ideology within American foreign policy and how this ideology was and is 

a major factor in how the United States responded/responds to nations classified as 

"other" as well as those who were not integrated into American cultural ideology, but still 

considered "American". 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

"A civilization that proves incapable of solving the problems it creates, is a decadent 

civilization " - Amie Cesaire 

On January 9, 1900, the Republican Senator from Indiana Albert Beveridge spoke 

on floor of the Senate to defend the war with the Philippine Islands. In his speech he 

stated that America had "world duties as an imperial by virtue of their power, by right of 

their institutions, by authority of their Heaven-directed purpose." He goes on to state that 

the United States had a duty to "broaden [the] blessed reign of freedom until the empire 

of our principles is established over the hearts of all mankind. 1
" His speech on the Senate 

floor could be taken as nothing more than an imperialistic justification for the United 

States' actions in the Philippine Islands. But it is his statement afterwards that gives an 

entirely new and different implication and connotation to his rhetoric. He states that the 

American cause was the cause of the "English-speaking and Teutonic peoples, whom 

God had prepared for a thousand years to become the master organizers of the world ... "2 

With this statement, Beveridge presents an America that is more just another imperialist 

nation. Beveridge shows an America that repositions itself from an imperialist nation to 

one that is a racially imperialist nation. 

1 
Paul A.Kramer, The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States and the Philippines [Chapel 

Hill. The University of North Carolina Press. 2006] 1-2. 
2 Kramer, 2 
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This research will show that the foreign policy of the United States in dealing 

with other countries and cultures "embodied the notion that the world could be 

significantly bettered by the energy and wisdom of a peculiarly favored group of people -

in the progressive case, the educated upper middle and professional classes; in the 

imperialist case, Anglo - Saxon Americans."3 In the history of the United States, race 

and ethnic identity have been an integral goal of its foreign policy. This racial perspective 

has been part of the progress of the country and it has been an aspect in the nation's 

interactions with non-Anglo Saxon races and cultures throughout the country ' s growth 

from thirteen colonies, to becoming states united, to its spread to the West and in making 

all the lands, "from sea to shining sea," part of the United States of America; this 

suggests the idea of race has been significant. Many scholars insist that racial thought is 

an aspect of imperialism practiced overseas by America but do not connect this to the 

creation of the American cultural identity. Other scholars would insist that this national 

ideology "emphasizes racial inferiority of nonwhites and the American mission to obtain 

greatness and of a committed search for economic and territorial opportunities abroad,"4 

has been stressed but an international origin has rarely been defined and the origin of an 

ideological extension outside America' s borders has been a point of contention. Many 

historians and theorist note that this idea of a "race" consciousness was not a new concept 

within the Anglo-Saxon world. It came to be an a outward force within the United States-

3 
H.W. Brands, Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines [Oxford and New York. Oxford 

University Press. 1992], 61. 
4 

Joseph A. Fry, Phases of Empire: late Ninetieth-Century U.S. Foreign Policy. The Gilded Age: 
Perspectives on the Origins of Modern America. ed Charles W. Calhoun [New York, Toronto. Rowman 
and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 2007] , 319. 
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-thi cone pt of racial imp riali m--but it did n t t nd b y nd th nit d tat ' 

bord rs until th mid-1800 ' ,during th ra f imp riali m' n t. ar h will 

r v al that in Am rica inc it R volution, for ign policy mak r d cid d that 

"nonwhite are infi rior and th r for J abl tog rn or t u land and th r 

resource productively. ' H nc , th for ign policy of th nit d tat toward n n-

Anglo axon countrie and cultur in g n ral and th Philippine I land in particular 

was based on the extension of the am thought-- a thought that "embodi d the notion 

that the world could be ignificantly better d by the energy and wi dom of a peculiarly 

favored group of people. In the progre sive era, it was the educated upper middle and 

professional classes; in foreign policy, it was Anglo- axon American ."5 This paper will 

consider how this change in racial thought in America occurred from "inside" to 

"outside ' amid this group and that the transition can be attributed to a few men of power 

of the era leading to the Philippine-American War and how their idea of place and power 

attributed to the American foreign policy of the era. This work will ask and attempt to 

provide responses to the questions: did the "race consciousnes " of the political leaders of 

the era help create the racially generated imperialism that the United tates had in its 

policy toward the Philippine I land , a non-Anglo nation, in the pacific? Did the notions 

5 One such racial thinker of the era was President Theodore Rooseve lt, whose idea of a racial superiority 
was influenced by many cultural sources and experiences. One such source would be the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson ( I 63 U.S. 537) ( I 896). This thesi s paper chose to focus on particular 
issues and instances that made propelled the racial cultural of America forward in its dealings with the 
Filipino people. This researcher does not discount other sources of thi s era, including the eugenic 
movement. For information on the eugenics influence on Theodore Roosevelt and others, see Douglas 
Brinkley, The Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt And The Crusade For America ( ew York: 
Harper, Co ll ins, 2009). 285, while for an explanation of eugenics movement and it influence on the era, 
view Madison Grant's book on the subject, The Passing Of The Great Race, I 916. 
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of race h Id by th who er at d th arly polici that compri d th Unit d tat 

global and r gional int r t , it trat gi th compo ition of it int rnationali m, and it 

alliance perception actually play a larg r r l than mo t cholar would b li v ? Did 

men like President Roo v ltd v lop a formal approach to rac ba d upon th ir own 

thoughts and beli f: or wer their cone pt th r ult of th b t cont mporary scholarly 

opinion of his tim ? Another question that mu t be a ked i thi : is ther an a pect of 

Anglo-Saxon superiority that many both within and out id of the United tates both 

recognized and understand be directly attributed to the United tate ' foreign policy in its 

actions in its conflict with the Filipino people and does this Anglo- axon superiority 

continue forward into America' s foreign policy into the 21 1 century? Men like Theodore 

Roosevelt and others of this era had a larger than life influence on the United States and it 

policies overseas; this research will consider their ideas of an American "racial character" 

and its implications in conflict with the Philippines. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to illustrate how a small number of individuals in 

general can influence and in fact, formulat a foreign policy based on racial identity and 

how this racial foreign policy was put into practice during the Philippine-American War. 

Also this study will reveals how that foreign policy in tum affected this country's 

presence in relations with foreign states that were also non-Anglo in race and culture. 

This research will examine how an "ethnoracial affiliation that had more importance in 
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promoting activity to influenc for ign policy than had ith r cla or r ligion' 6 b cau 

part of America' conflict with th p opl of th Philippin I land and Am rica' cla h 

with "other" culture throughout it hi tory. Thi tudy will al o xamin th u of 

racially focused d ir for power and control ov r th major political , conomic and 

social structure of oci ty wa th main motivation for the policy d ci ion , including 

the allocation of power, privilege and re ource for tho within and out ide the United 

States. Finally the purpose of thi study is to examine the early American attempts at 

imperialism, which given ample opportunity, lead the ociety of the country to choose not 

to accepts the legitimacy of cultural diversity and which left other , whom were outside 

of the Anglo culture which including racial and ethnic groups both within and outside of 

the country, with no rights to their own cultural beliefs, political paths and practices. 

Definitions and Limitations 

The first restraint approached was in regards to the concept of race being a part of 

the political culture of the United tates. The first process was to define the word race 

and racial. In the Oxford American Dictionary, "race" is defined as 

"NEach of the major divisions of humankind, having distinct 

physical characteristics: a group of people sharing the same 

culture, history, language, etc. ; an ethnic group: a group or set of 

people or things with a common feature or feature . 

6 Alexander Deconde, Ethnicity, Race and American Foreign Policy: A Hi tory. [Bo ton. orthea tern 
University Press. I 992] , 112. 
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Whil racial i d fin d 

Adj. of or relatin to race: on the round of or onn t d with 

difference in race 7
. 

Both of th se d finition p ak to a phy ical diffi r nc 

cultural identitie and languag . But within th d finiti n 

n p pl with diffi r nt 

th r n m ntion f n 

particular race being b tter than anoth r. To und r tand rac , thi r arch r had t 

further examine the place of race within a political and cultural cont t. 

One of the earlie t vi w examined wa that of not d comparativ political 

scientist, the late Dr. Gabriel Almond, emeritus profes or at tamford Univer ity. Dr. 

Almond spoke of an anthropological persp ctive in hi thought on comparative politics 

and how the concept of race was part of a broad category of political culture. Dr. 

Almond does speak to the importance of under tanding the concept of race, he does not 

attempt to define race or analyze its particular role in American foreign policy directly, 

although he does recognize it importance in American national politic . But with Dr. 

Almond, a particular problem arose becau e most American foreign policy scholars have 

not ( or very rarely) isolated race from culture or have con idered it to be a ubsidiary 

aspect of the total spectrum of culture or even political culture. Also, little attention has 

been given to the role of race as a eparate concept of colonization for example, the 

conquering of the nation of Hawaii or the colonization of other pacific island nations; 

such has Guam, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. 0 er the la t two decade this ha 

7 Concise Oxford American Dictionary [Oxford, ew York, Auckland, Cape Town, Hong Kong. Oxford 
University Press, Inc.] 730. 
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begun to b addr by diffi r nt cholar but th ffi t f thi h I d t f 

acad mia to ub um th ignificanc f ra 

entity within th comparativ and for ign p licy r aim f p liti al ci n . , it mu t 

be not d that wh n looking at int rnational r lati n p litic in g n ral and r r l ti n 

in international r lation politic in particular, th r i a mov m nt f p litic l th ri t t 

have a bias toward pr nting al v 1 of quilibrium in th functional tructur analyz 

of between America and nations that are non- nglo in rac . oted political cholar 

Samuel P. Huntington acknowl dge thi cultural bia and not that diplomatic 

historians could do a gr at service if they would cut through th hroud of thnoc ntri m 

that has been thrown over this period of We tern expan ioni m and look obj ctiv ly at 

the role of racial ideas at certain important point . 8 

It is this move to show equality in . . foreign policy that ha led to everal fal e 

conclusions about motivation and per pectives in international relationships. One of the 

first items to be addressed i to form a relati ely conceptual agreem nt on where the 

place of "race" and culture actually are and, more importantly, which elements of culture 

and race are important to the foreign policy of th United tate in its dealings with the 

Philippine Island leading to and during the Philippine-American War. Also to be 

addressed is by what method race and ethnicity are not to be treated a function of the 

entire foreign policy system, but in tead a irrational y tern of prejudice, produced as a 

8 Paul eabury, Racial Problems and American Foreign Policy . Race and U .. Foreign Policy from the 
colonial Period to the Present, ed. Michae l L. Krenn . e York. Garland Publishing, Inc., 1998] 96. 
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r ult of an abnormal p ychologica] influ nc on th m rican p ych and th m n n 

culture that aro from it. 

Wh n fir t xamining th racial id logy f m ri a during it w r ith th 

Philippine , the t rminology u d to d pict th diffi r nc b tw n rac u d by 

political leader , mu t b addr d and looking at th u of th word "rac ' would b 

the first of many ampl . For many during thi p riod 'rac ' wa u d to er at and 

develop a cogent way to bring order, r gularity, and con i t ncy to human differenc 

because for many, it "appeared both logical and cientific in th light of th be t cholarly 

opinion of the day. "9 Using "race" a an example, the first cone rn of thi tudy i to 

examine the turn of the century phra and word u ed at the time to converse regarding 

"race." This must be attempted becaus a th late political theorist and cultural critic 

Edward Said once wrote, "it is human tendency to fall back on a text when the 

uncertainties of travel in strang parts seem to threaten one equanimity." 10 

It is with this in mind that this researcher began to examine several words and 

phrases used by political figure during thi era in the creation of their racial 

Weltanschauung, their "world view" and thi called for even greater consideration. 

Between the years 1875 and 1905, the racial social descriptive word and phra e u ed in 

the English language to describe race changed abruptly. It was during this time that the 

terms race consciousne s, race conflict, race feeling, race i sue, race line, race 

prejudice, race problem, race question, race riot, and race war (writer 's italics added) all 

9 
Thomas G. Dyer, Theodore Roosevelt and the Idea of Race. [Baton Rouge. Louisiana tate Univer ity 

Press.1980] , 139. 

'
0 

Edward W. aid, Orienta/ism.[ ew York. Random Hou e. l 978] 98. 
8 



found a plac in th pok n and writt n v ma ular - 11 during thi 

and phrase can b found to b tho fTh d r R 

des ribe a condition or tat which r lat d t th ir 

11 ra. w rd 

and u d t 

f whit r ial 

superiority-- a sen of paration and confli t which ha b m part and pare l f rac 

relations in America during th ir lifi tim . Of th t rm , race feeling and race 

consciousness (italics added) in particular ugg tan alm t qua i-my tical quality 

associated with racial id ntity. ven in con idering th u ag of th t rm and phrase , 

the racial lexicon contain d mo t of the e catchword and phra throughout their 

private and public writings. 12 In other words they are highly ugge tive ofracist 

attitudes. 

Also, the question of the use of the word blood ( empha is added by re earcher) 

and its use in many writings from this period also must be under tood. The use of blood 

to represent both what flows through a per on ' s body and it is what make a person 

exactly that -- a person. The u e of blood was used frequently by many, both within the 

political realm and by race theorists because it carried a connotation of the inheritability 

of specific character traits. In the writings of President Theodore Roosevelt for example, 

he refers to blood in telling ways: his descriptions of the strengths or traits of the 

American frontiers-man and hi examinations of the weaknesses of those with non-Anglo 

blood. By examining the use of the term blood used by Roosevelt and others, it offers a 

11 
A wonderful study into the origin and usage of these racial terms can be found in the work by Mitford M. 

Mathews entitled A Dictionary of Americanisms on Historical Principles published in 1951. In it he delves 
into the reasoning and racial usage of the words and phrase used in this time period. 
12 

Paul Kagan. Race, Ethnicity and Power: A Comparative tudy. [London. Routledge.1983], 201. 
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better und r tanding of how th y b li v d that it wa th blo d f th Am rican 

front iersman that factor d a "prid of rac which pur a man t ffi rt in t ad [ ft ring] 

that he [be] xcu ed from ffort" 13 and what gav thi thriving fronti r man pirit f th 

country that placed the country abov oth r countri that did not har th am blo d a 

the American people. 

Another point of contention that mu t be addr ed i the Am rican concept of 

race and racial studies within th foreign policy realm. It i part of the national character 

to be present and future-oriented in both thought and practice. This lead many to put 

conviction in the saying that America i not long on grudges, not very forgiving, but 

more immediately forgetful. America has trouble in viewing new situations without an 

acknowledged view of the bias that make up the American history. It is has the noted by 

the political scholar, the late Dr. Paul eabury of the Univer ity of California-B rkley 

that the United States "often failing to perceive the background against which to place 

some new occurrence." 14 The reduction of racial hi tori cal background allowed for the 

racial. The international tensions and issues that occur in the world cause the country to 

say "Why?" and "How?" instead of looking backward and stating "This is the reason that 

this is occurring." And while race and cultural quarrels were not new to the country, it 

was not until recently that the studies of the effect were not limited to European 

instances. 

13 Dyer, 120. 
14 

Paul eabury. Racial Problems and American Foreign Policy. Race and U.S. Foreign Pol icy from the 
Colonial Period to the Pre ent, ed. Michael L. Krenn [ ew York. Garland Publishing Inc. I 998] , 149. 
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Th cone pt that Am rica' for ign policy i on of an tlantic nati n wh r th 

economic imperialism practiced in Latin Am rican and acquir d mpir in th Pacific 

was forgotten in th single-mind d cone ntration on Europ an affair . or many holar 

and students of race and ethnic relation in merica a um d that <lorn tic racial 

quarrels stopped at the water' s edge; that th racial id a and thought of th Angl 

America in some way never expand d out ide of the United tates. Curr ntly 

comparative sociologist and political cientist are rapidly revi ing this outlook and hav 

offered theoretical perspective with which to study the influence of race on foreign 

politics of all plural societies. This research will attempt to expand upon thi research and 

show that by removing the issues from an idealist or realpolitik perspective the idea of 

race and racial stratification that began within the United tates began to expand to 

encompass the Pacific and set upon the islands of the Filipino people and reveal the 

greater themes of race and color being factors. 

11 



HAPTER II 

REVI W OF LITERATURE 

From the onset of this research, it wa di cover d that th re wa limit d empirical 

research into the thought of race being a compon nt of th Am rican for ign policy. 

With that in mind, the research on the ubject of United tate foreign policy and race 

was begun by looking at the creation of a cultural, racial identity in a tat . By using this 

model, this researcher began by examining the thoughts of Eric Voegelin, th late 

German political philosopher. By examining Voegelin' s thoughts regarding the "theory 

of the state" [Staatslehre ], his thoughts on the creation of the id as and beli ves of a 

nation [ Leibideen] 15 this researcher would be able to extrapolate a deeper understanding 

of race becoming part of a national conscience and in turn, a greater understanding of the 

creation of an American political mind and the creation of the American political 

ideology. 

This research will employ the concepts expressed by Voegelin (regarding the 

creation of racial identity within a State) which can be found in his work titled Race and 

State and his definition of the term race, which he defined has "a biological ubunit of the 

species Homo sapiens; here morphological and physiological groups of traits allegedly 

15 
Eric Yoegelin. The Collected Works of Eric Voegelin, Volume II; Race and State. [Baton Rouge and 

London. Louisiana tate University Press. 1995], 129. 
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typical of the subgroups called races are added to the g n ral trait of th human 

species .. " 16 

In Race and State , Voegelin advi ed that in th trait b com th diffi r ntial 

traits and in turn, are part of a differential theory of human nature that on ba d on th 

different conditions of human existence and "th diffi r nee are ynchroniz d a part of 

a whole being in any comparison with other on tic classe the facts of the cla 

as points of departure for an ontology." 17 

erv 

It is this departure from ontology (the metaphysical study of the nature of being) 

where Voegelin starts his questioning regarding the idea of a view of ance tral lineage. 

Voegelin acknowledges the unfeasibility of determine a pure lineage and it is with this 

that V oegelin states, 

In view of the impossibility of establishing pure lineages as the 

basis of the descriptive classification of man, the definitions of 

race given by anthropologists are more or less cautions in 

responding to the demands that only hereditary traits be included in 

the description ofraces18 

Using this thought as a starting point, it become more understandable that America, 

being made of several different races would have to create its own "race" and that race 

would be based upon the anthropological form that was most identified with by the 

thinkers of the era - the Anglo-Saxon race. 

16Yoegelin, 37. 
17 Yoegelin. 24. 
18 Yoegelin . 56. 
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V oegelin goes farther in his work when looking at the racial idea of cultural 

formulation within the middle-class communities of a country. In his work, Vo gelin 

speaks to the creation of the idea of race in Socialist- Nazi Germany prior to the Second 

World War, but the same definition can be extracted and applied to America during the 

late 18th century with his statement: 

For the formation of community on the basis of the race idea, the 

rural and urban middle class has been defined as the political force 

field. Consequently, the counterrealm is designated as the totally of 

all the forces that politically and socially jeopardize the status of 

the middle class. 19 

In looking at this understanding, one can gain recognition of the call of those within the 

American foreign policy to confer a racial identity to a community level to have those 

within the middle class of American to both support and fight for the subjugation of the 

Philippine Islands by America. 

By using the concepts and ideas of V oegelin found in both Race and State and his 

work On the Creation of the American Mind20 as a primordial foundation, this researcher 

was able to create a method of viewing the creation of the American political structure 

and how race became both a product and a factor within it. 

19 Voegelin 207. 
20 Eric Voegelin 's work On the Creation of the American Mind offers a brilliant analytical work that 
provides insight into the political and racial mind of the American cultural identity and its introduction into 
United tates national policies. 
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The article by Joseph A. Fry titled Phase of Empire: Late Nineteenth- ntury 

US. Foreign Relations was the actual origins of this research. In this work ry addr 

th issues where during this era in Americas history a national ideology wa creat d that 

emphasizes the racial inferiority of non-whites and how it was the American mission to 

achieve prominence in comparison to the European international powers Fry also speak 

to an "Americanizing" ideology that spread to not only the Hawaii people, but to Cubans 

and on to the Filipinos, who were all held in low regard and no more capable of self

government. than, as General Samuel B.M. Young states, "the savages of Africa. "21 In 

this work by Fry, the notion of the idea of American democratic "beneficent" is 

discounted and h presents the scrutiny that due to the United States view of the nonwhite 

Filipinos, whom they saw as racially and culturally inferior and incapable of establishing 

and maintaining a viable state, where that more 500,000 Filipino men, women and 

children were killed. 

For Fry, a key consideration of this "transformation" of American foreign policy 

was power, control and intent and the need to impose control over a weaker nation. For 

Fry, America' s foray into the Philippines was not only the rise of ocial Darwinist ideas 

where competition and survival of the fittest were paramount, but that U . . policy 

makers from the time of the revolt against Great Britain had deemed nonwhites inferior 

and therefore less able to govern or to use land and other resources productively. 22 

21 Fry. 323. 
22 Fry, 312. 
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The work The Blood of Government: Race Empire, the United tate and th 

Philippines by Paul A. Kramer offers a racial sagacity into th Unit d tat u f 

power and racial perceptions in its method of re ponding to th Philippine I land . In hi 

work, Mr. Kramer presents a United States that having announced its arrival ha a world 

power with the results of the Spanish-Cuban-American War, commenced a brutal war of 

imperial conquest against the Philippines racial politics served U .. empire, and how 

empire-building in turn malformed ideas of race and nation in both the Unit d tates and 

the Philippines. 

In Blood of Government Kramer contends that Philippine-American colonial 

history was exemplified by struggles over sovereignty and recognition and in the wake of 

a racial-exterminist war where U.S. colonialists in dialogue with Filipino elites divided 

the Philippine population into "civilized" Christians and "savage" animists and Muslim . 

The former were subjected to a normalized coloniali m that gradually extended them 

self-government as they demonstrated their "capacities." The latter were go erned fir t by 

Americans, then by Christian Filipino who had pro en them el e worth of 

shouldering the "white man' burden." Ultimately ho e r thi racial vi ion of imp rial 

nation-building collided with United tate nati i t ffort to in ulate the nited tate 

from its colonies e en at the co t of Philippin ind p nd nc . Mr. Kram r pro id an 

innovative account of the global tran formation of race and th c ntrality of mpire to 

twentieth-century . . and Philippin hi torie . Whil Mr. Kramer do highlight rac a 

a dynamic conte tual cont ted and conting nt ar na of p r h choo t ha a 
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rather pedestrian form of presenting the information in thi work unlik hi articl fi r th 

New Yorkers Magazine titled The Water ure which spoke to the u e oftorturou wat r

boarding techniques used by U. . soldiers during war. Howev r in revi wing both pi c 

of work, Mr. Kramer does provide a telling portrait of not only the place of the United 

States policy in the Philippines but how humanity was removed for the United tates to 

show its place of power and dominance in the Anglo-Saxon dominated world. 

To add in the research of this topic, the work by Thomas A. Dyer titled Teddy 

Roosevelt and his Idea of Race was of great importance. In this work Dyer maintains the 

education, both formal and informal, received by Theodore Roosevelt and others molded 

their perception of non-Anglo or non- Teutonic cultures and ethnic groups. Dyer 

enumerates Roosevelt's ongoing correspondence with several of his former professors 

and other historical scholars of his era regarding the superiority of Anglo and Teutonic 

culture and people. In addition Dyer insinuates that although hi father played an 

immense role in the man that Theodore Roosevelt would become it wa the informal 

cultural education given to him by his mother, Martha Bulloch Roo e elt that had a large 

effect on the idea of culture and racial identity that Theodore Roo velt had in hi earl 

years. Martha based her ideas of "place" and privilege upon her past a a member of 

the pre-Civil War Georgia elite whose family own d 35 la e . It as this ' education 

Theodore Roose elt recei ed from hi mother in hi earl formati e childhood that ga 

him the inclination that there a a difference in th intell ctual capacit b tween ethnic 

groups. 
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Dyer' s work on Theodore Roosevelt also addresses the racial ducation that many 

political leaders were receiving during their formative years that a ist din er ating th ir 

racial consciousness and mold their capability regarding the concept of rac into a cog nt 

way to bring order, regularity and consistency to human differences, both at home and 

abroad. Educators like Nathaniel Southgate Shaler, Harvard professor, geologist and 

racial historian and John Burgess, professor of political science who, in his work Political 

Science and Comparative Constitutional Law, stressed racial impacts on government 

forms . Both Shaler and Burgess stress to their students a base opinion of non-whites and 

called for the Anglo-Saxon race to fulfill their responsibilities in controlling non-Anglo 

races. 

Just as Dyer speak to connection between budding racial thoughts and ideas of 

Theodore Roosevelt and others, in the work titled Ethnicity, Race & American Foreign 

Policy: A History Alexander Deconde discounts the idea that capitalism, commerce, and 

ethno racial considerations were the mitigating factors in United tate foreign policy and 

the argument is made that it is in fact Anglo- axon raci m and ethnocentri m that ha e 

often taken priority over morality, ideology and even law in determining American 

foreign policy. Deconde takes a comprehensive and significant view of the foreign policy 

of the United States and goes beyond the connection that the United tates has with it 

European forefathers and reaches into a larger spectrum of ethnic and racial connection 

that the United tates has. His work pro ided per ua i e idence that designate a 
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ethnoracial affiliation has in general been more important in promoting activity to 

influence foreign policy than has either class or religion. 

Deconde 's work also expands on the influence of men like Henry Cabot Lodg 

naval officer and author Alfred Thayer Mahan and Albert J. Beveridge had upon the 

United States foreign policy during the late 18th into the early 19th century. Ethnicity, 

Race & American Foreign Policy: A History addresses the numerous publicized writings 

and speeches where they claim to extreme preeminence associated with Anglo-Saxonism 

and shows how many of the educated thinkers in other societies shared similar racialist 

ideas where all helped spread the belief that "God had prepared the Anglo-Saxons, the 

'elect-race,' to rule over others inferior to themselves."23 This ideology conflicted with 

the anti-imperialists who did not want the United States to go to war or be involved with 

the Filipino people; not because of a desire for justice and self-determination for the 

Filipino, but fear of additional brown races adulterating the American "race." Deconde 

also presents a view of the connection between the racial ideology between the United 

States and Great Britain, where calls for 'a re-united Anglo- axondom' between the two 

countries was of the up most importance and calls for "the tars and tripes and the 

Union Jack [to] wave together over an Anglo axon alliance. '24 

The book titled The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relation by 

Michael L. Krenn pre ents a coherent perspecti e of race and American foreign polic . In 

his work, Krenn presents the concept that while race ma not be ackno !edged ha a 

23 
Alexander Deconde. Ethnicity, Race and American Foreign Policy: A Hi tory [Boston. orthea tern 

Univer ity Pre s, 1992] 55. 
24 Deconde, 59. 
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primary motivating factor in American foreign policy· it has functioned as both a 

powerful exculpation for U. . actions abroad and a considerable influence on it hap 

direction and intensity. Krenn expands on the idea that by portraying non-white race a 

inferior, the United tates policymakers rationalized the country' s territorial expansion 

by demonizing and dehumanizing the enemy in the United tates' war with the Filipino 

"insurgents." Krenn goes on to elucidate this racial transformation from valiant men 

fighting against the tyranny of Spain, to "children-immature undeveloped emotional and 

sometimes given to violent outbursts."25 This led to the United tates take a protectorate 

role over the categorized "infantile" Filipino people so that they could 'free them from 

the control of the inefficient (and racially suspect) paniard"26 and tho e Filipino who 

opposed the Americans denial of sovereignty, to be een as bestial, vermin who needed to 

be broken. 

In the work, Race, Ethnicity, and Power by Donald G. Baker both of which provide 

a very telling observation of how rac and United tate for ign policy are ntangled ith 

presented the thought that in United tat foreign polic coloniali m a in ariabl 

ju tified b uch rationalization of racial uperiority as th hi te man burd n ' 

' civilizing by nati e ' the uperiorit of hit ci ilization or urv1 of the fitte t. For 

Dr. Baker it i thi r mo al from th metropol b tho m po r in th nit d tate 

that cau nati group oft n po rl and d pit th odd tor b 1 and oppo 

25 ichael L. Krenn. The olor of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relation [ a hington D.C., 
Potomac Book Inc. 2006) 61. 
26 Krenn I 06. 
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settler aggrandizements, which in turn causes the introduction of the United tat 

government which uses military troops to quell the uprising, ensuring subjugation and 

placing the natives into a 'ward of the state' status. In using Dr. Baker' s thoughts 

regarding the place of race and power this researcher was allowed to place a more direct 

and alert view of the use of place, privilege and power that the United States used in it 

subjugation of the Filipino people during the Filipino-American War. 

Three other collections of essays edited by Michael L. Krenn titled The Impact of 

Race on US. Foreign Policy: A Reader, Race and US. Foreign Policy from olonial 

Times through the Age of Jackson and Race and U . Foreign Policy in the Age of 

Territorial and Market Expansion: 1840-1900, and the book by Reginald Horsman titled 

Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of American Racial Anglo- axonism and 

Ethnical Identity: The Transformation of White America by Richard D. Alba and essays 

by Vander Zanden titled The Ideology of White upremacy Race In International 

Relations by Tilden J. Le Melle, and Race-Making and olonial Violence in the U 

Empire: The Philippine-American War a Race War by Paul . Kramer all ga e ital 

information into the idea of Anglo- a on racial up riority that wa prevalent in America 

during America' s early imperiali t year and sp ak to th world that helped creat the 

foreign policy of the country and the hiding of race per p cti e ithin the proce of 

becoming an imperialist countr . 

The e ay b Da id H. Burton titled Theodore Roo evelt: onfident Imperiali t 

and African-American oldier and Filipino : Racial Imperiali m, Jim ro and ocial 
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Relations by cot Ngozi-Brown presented another bridg between the racial ideologie 

that were prevalent of the era and the American imperiali m that was put into place. 

The e essays and the iconic poem by British imperialist Rudyard Kipling titled The White 

Man's Burden both showed how the Americanized ideal view of Theodore Roo evelt and 

others where racial dominance of the white-Anglo-American and the spread of American 

imperialism with the false endeavor of "bringing what was best of the Western way of 

life to its colonial peoples' 27 was the way into the 20th century. 

The books The Myth of American Diplomacy by Walter L. Hix on, Unmanife t 

Destiny T.D. Allman, The War Lover by Evan Thomas, Why American Fight: 

Patriotism and War Propaganda from the Philippines to Iraq by usan A. Brewer 

Habits of Empire: History of American Expan ion by Walter ugent and Guns, Germ , 

and Steel by Jared Diamond and the essay by Jo eph A. Fry titled Pha e of Empire: Late 

Nineteenth Century U . Foreign Policy all provided thi res arch r a turdy foundation 

into the foremost justification that wa pr ented to the American peopl by Pre ident 

Roo evelt and tho e in his inner circl that w r ba d on the promoting of American 

world domination with undercurrents of racial fear that were pre alent during hi 

administration. 

inall thi re arch r cho to u an additional ' p r p cti e in th bod of 

literature that look d at th racial for ign polic of th 

of Am rica and till out id of it. In th no 1 

from tho but part 

and the truggle for 

27 Da id H. Burton, Theodore Roo evelt: onfident Imperia/i t. The Re ie of Politi 
(Jul 1961). 
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Empire: Letters from Negro Soldiers, 1898 - 1902 Black Americans and the White 

Man 's Burden and the essay Black America and the Que t for Empire 189 - 1903 all by 

Willard Gatewood Jr. and the work titled Dusk of Dawn specifically the chapter titled 

The Colored World Within by W.E. B DuBois all give both the perspective of African

American life under the American imperialism of the late 19th 
- early 20th century and 

how African Americans recognized the imperialist "race war" that was occurring . From 

the Philippines, the essay The Philippines Under United tate Rule by W. ameron 

Forbes give a telling view of the war from what the United tates considers the ' other. ' 

This work, in addition to the impressive essay The Philippine a Century Hence by Jo e 

Rizal written in 1889 which speaks to the natural culture, education and honor of the 

Filipino people, how it will not fall to the Spanish will and gives warning to the United 

States intrusions into the lands in years to come. In both works, Filipino nationals speak 

back to both the Spanish and American imperialist who desire to control their country. 

and more directly, to the American who looks at tho e "outside' of the Anglo- axon 

culture as a sub-culture and one to be made a democratic nation with American auspice . 

And finally, in using the works The Wretched of The Earth and Black kin, White Ma ks 

by the late Frantz Fanon, Power, Politics and ulture and Orienta/ism by the late d ard 

W. Said, The Location of Culture by Dr. Homi K. Bhabha and the work b the late Amie 

Cesaire titled Di course on Coloniali m, this researcher e tended his under tanding of 

those who live in the Philippines and other countrie affected b American racial 

imperialism. 
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Although the above mentioned works speak of Anglo imperialism by other 

Anglo-European countries upon their lands in Northern Africa, India and the Middle 

East, it was the opinion of this researcher that they all speak to being under the racial 

dominance of Anglo-Saxon controlled imperialism using the guise of bringing 

"democracy." This racial democracy is one that was forced by the few in the United 

States political realm who had the desire to create a racial ideology and by the racially 

based national ideology of America which began in America but was placed upon the 

Filipino people in the Philippine-American War. 
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CHAPTER III 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

In the late 1800s to early 1900s, as the world's industrialized powers scrambled 

for dominance in African and Asia. Britain doubled its imperial territory, France acquired 

three and a half million square miles including Indochina, and Russia expanded east. 

These exploits of these imperialist countries, with claims of national glory along with 

justification of spreading progress and stability, was the painting that America observed 

in its early imperialist stages. But in the history of the United States, race and ethnic 

identity have been an integral goal of its foreign policy. This racial perspective has been 

part of the progress of America and it has been an aspect in the nation's interactions with 

non-Anglo Saxon races and cultures throughout the country's growth from thirteen 

colonies, to becoming states united, to its spread to the West and in making all the lands, 

''from sea to shining sea," part of the United States of America; this suggests the idea of 

race has been significant. 

Going back to Benjamin Franklin, one of the founders of this country, who being 

a paragon of Enlightenment optimism, versatility, and virtue, was also a racist, who 

divided humanity according to skin color, assigning to each color characteristic traits and 

condemned Native American publicly as "barbarous tribes of savages that delight in war 

and take pride in murder," and agreed the severity of slave codes as appropriated for 

blacks because the people were "of a plotting Disposition, dark~ sullen, malicious, 
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revengeful, and cruel in the highest degree."28 But while many scholars agree that this 

racial ideology was prevalent in American from its inception, many scholars insist that 

this racial thought was not an aspect of imperialism that was practiced overseas by 

America. This national ideology that some scholars insist "emphasizes racial inferiority 

of nonwhites and the American mission to obtain greatness and of a committed search for 

economic and territorial opportunities abroad,"29 was stressed by many, for other 

authorities, the origin of an ideological extension outside America's borders has been a 

point of contention. 

Many historians note that this idea of a "race" consciousness was not a new 

concept within the Anglo-Saxon world. It came to be an a outward force within the 

United States--this concept of racial imperialism--but it did not extend beyond the United 

States' borders until the mid-1800' s,during the era of America's imperialist onset. Other 

political researchers who follow a more traditional approach to the study of American 

foreign policy and diplomacy, have been, as political science scholar Dr. George W. 

Shepherd Jr. states, scholars who "conducted through a factors analysis which considers 

culture and ideology, but not race, as important factors."30 In writing about United States 

foreign policy, Shepherd thus emphasizes that during the late I 8th century, many within 

the United States foreign policy realm and for many within the political international 

28 Michael H. Hunt. "The Hierarchy of Race" in Race and U.S. Foreign Policy from Colonial Times 
through the Age of Jackson, ed Michael L. Krenn [New York, London. Garland Publishing, Inc. 1998] 50. 
29 Fry, 321. 
30 George W. Shepard, The Study of Race in American Foreign Policy and International Relations in Race 
and U.S. Foreign Policy from The Colonial Times through the Age of Jackson..ed., Michael L. Krenn. 
[New York. Garland Publishing, Inc., 1998], 21-49. 
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sphere, it was not until 1899, the year of militaristic imperialism, the American could 

plausibly repeat the words of Jefferson: "Conquest [is] not in our principles ... "31 

Going as far back to attempts to acquire Haiti in 1854, 1866 and 1868, the 

purchase of Alaska in 1867 (indigenous Native Americans presence notwithstanding), 

through the imperial taking of Guam and Puerto Rico in 1898 and Samoa Islands in 1899 

and leading up to the Philippines-American war, the United States always had imperialist 

philosophies. But for many years, many scholars felt that America's imperialism was 

limited to its own boarders. This thought was continued, even though men like 

Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge, and their political 

contemporaries were the budding force of American imperialism--seeking to increase 

America's power throughout the world. Even as this imperialism was occurring, scholars 

fail to take into account the racial undercurrents in said imperialism."32 Neither 

historians, nor those in the foreign policy realm of political science appear willing or able 

to place the Anglo-Saxon dominant ideology of the imperial practices of Theodore 

Roosevelt and his contemporaries to situate of the Philippine-American War. 33 

This research will reveal that in America since its Revolution, foreign policy 

makers decided that "nonwhites are inferior and therefore less able to govern or to use 

31 Albert K. Weinberg. The While Man's Burden in American Foreign Policy and fnlernalional Relations 
in Race and U.S. Foreign Policy from The Colonial Period lo the Present: Race and U.S. Foreign Policy 
in the Ages of Territorial and Market Expansion: 1840 to 1900.,ed.,Michael L. Krenn [New York. Garland 
Publishing, Inc.1998], 283. 
32 Gary B.Nash and Richard Weiss. The Great Fear: Race in the Mind of America. [New York. Rinehart 
and Winston.1970], 240. 
33 Merriam. 375. 
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land and other resources productively."34 Hence, the foreign policy of the United States 

toward non-Anglo Saxon countries and cultures has been based on the extension of the 

same thought-- a thought that "embodied the notion that the world could be significantly 

bettered by the energy and wisdom of a peculiarly favored group of people ... In the 

progressive era, it was the educated upper middle and professional classes; in foreign 

policy, it was Anglo-Saxon Americans."35 This idea of privilege of the white race as first 

practiced and honed within the country itself, where the position of color classification; 

the "prevalence of prejudice among these fair complexioned colored groups [ namely of 

Anglo-Saxon or Teutons heritage] and societies towards blacks, especially those groups 

or individuals of African ancestry.36 This paper will consider how this change in racial 

thought in America occurred from "inside" to "outside" amid this group and that the 

transition can be attributed to a few men; at the center of this cluster were men like 

Theodore Roosevelt, James Blaine, Henry Cabot Lodge and several others in United 

States foreign policy.37 

Again, this paper will consider that Anglo-Saxon superiority, though created 

outside of America, because part of the America psyche and this perception became part 

of its cultural fabric. It was this personification of racial superiority within the country 

that became a large part of the era's vision regarding United States' foreign policy 

34 Fry, 310. 
35 Brands, 278. 
36 Robert E. Washington. Brown Racism and the formation of a World System of Racial Stratification 
International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society [Vol 4, No2. 1990].209. 
37 For Theodore Roosevelt and others, the idea of a racial superiority was influenced by many cultural 
sources and experiences. Again, for additional information on the eugenics influence on Theodore 
Roosevelt and others from this era, see Douglas Brinkley, The Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt 
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towards other nations. One of the most telling written works regarding this foreign 

policy/racial superiority model of this period was the work of Captain Alfred Thayer 

Mahan titled The Influence of Sea Power Upon History: 1660-1780 written in 1890. In 

Mahan's book, not only speak to the use of naval power being the key to world 

dominance, but it also drew heavily from social Darwinist theory of the destiny of the 

Anglo-Saxon race. Senator Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachusetts used Mahan's work 

while in the U.S. Senate where he spoke for three days in 1895. During the three days, he 

expounds his idea of "Large Policy" which used Mahan's book as its basis. With 

Mahan' s book on his desk, Lodge erected a large map during his speech and placed large 

red crosses to signify future American possessions: Hawaii, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and a 

canal across what would later become the Panamanian isthmus.38 Theodore Roosevelt 

gained not only a greater view of what American could become from Lodge's speech but 

an expansion of his views of a greater navy for America from Mahan's book--Roosevelt, 

Lodge and others knew how to use them all in the expansion of the dominance of the 

Anglo-Saxon American outside of its own boarders. 

Over the years, Theodore Roosevelt, Lodge Captain Mahan and other political 

figures corresponded and conversed over ideas that became the political approach and 

thought over following years; the thought of the use of American imperialism outside of 

the borders of the United States and racial superiority for American Anglo-Saxons race. 

The men saw that the Anglo-American race had but one response to such phrases as 

38 Evan Thomas. The War Lovers: Roosevelt, Lodge, Hearst, and the Rush to Empire, 1898. [New York, 
Boston, London; Little, Brown and Company, 20 l O], 71. 
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''instinctive," "a natural order" and "a universal law of nature"39 
-- the Anglo-American 

race was superior to all other "races" and in that superiority, all three men agreed that 

they had not only an obligation but a sacred duty to extend their sway over lesser peoples. 

This was often disguised to guide and tutor them in the ways of American "democracy." 

With the support and backing of Lodge, Mahan and other like-minded men in the 

Republican Party in his time, Roosevelt's concept of a "racial nationalism" grew. It 

included "domestic racism as well as anti-immigrant, xenophobia with an inclusive, 

egalitarian 'civil nationalism' that emphasizes equality"40 but in fact, was anything but 

equal. 

In looking at the historical perspective that was a forerunner to the American war 

with the Philippine Islands, this research looks at one of America's earlier forays into 

foreign policy; its dealings with Hawaii and its treatment of Cuba during the Spanish

American War. Many within the American foreign policy scholarship over the years have 

represented the islands as sheltered, idyllic havens peopled by colorful innocents and 

have distanced it from the comparative analysis of colonial relations, it is farther from the 

truth of the matter. They were merely the first of independence nations where the idea of 

"empire of love" (the benevolence of American colonialism)41 was the public 

rationalization for American action, but hidden beneath, the small island of Hawaii was 

39 James W. Vander Zanden."The Ideology of White Supremacy." Journal of the History of Ideas, vol 20, 
no. 3 [ 1959]: 385- 402. 
40 Gregory W. Streich.2009. "Discourses of National Identity; Echoes and Lessons From the 191 Os -
1920s" . Citizenship Studies. vol. 13, no. 3 [2009]: 267 - 287. 
41 Lauren Benton. Colonizing Hawaii and Colonizing Elsewhere: Toward a History of U.S. Imperial Law in 
Law & Society Review, vol. 38, no. 4 [The Law and Society Association. 2004] 835 - 842. 
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to become the first of many places beyond the borders of the shores of the United States 

where an independent people became victim of the imperialism of America's foreign 

policy.42 

Although Hawaii has previously had many European visitors, including the 

British explorer James Cook in the late 1700s, it was not until June 30, 1887 where the 

Anglo planter-led Hawaii Republican Party demanded the rightfully crowned King 

Kalakaua write a new constitution limiting his power. When on July 1 King Kalakaua 

communicated with U.S. Minister George W. Merrill, but was advised to comply with 

their demands. Over the next week, a new constitution was drafted by a group of lawyers, 

all member of the Hawaiian League (members of the Anglo only Hawaii Republican 

Party). On July 6, 1887 the "Bayonet Constitution" ( called such by many historians 

because it was signed by the King at the tip of a bayonet) was signed, where most of the 

King's power was stripped and the new legislature (made up of American, British and 

French Anglo planters) took control of the island. King Kalakaua was the reigning 

monarch until his death in 1891, when his sister, Queen Liliuokalani succeeded him. 

In 1893 Queen Liliuokalani made plans to write a new constitution for the small 

island nation that would remove the influence of the Anglo planters on the island. 

Realizing her goal, the American pineapple and sugar plantations growers of Hawaii 

42 This researcher choice to begin the United States first move into the international realm is not to discount 
earlier interactions with nations of different races. This researcher acknowledges the political policies of 
President Jefferson and his dealing with Haiti after its independence from France. The researcher felt that 
though an important situation in U.S. foreign policy, it was not have a direct military presence. For more 
information regarding the relationship between President Thomas Jefferson and the early Haitian nation, 
see Tim Matthewson works, .Jefferson And Haiti and Jefferson And The Nonrecognition Of Haiti. Both give 
great insight into the relationship between the budding democracy of Haiti and the southern planter interest 
represented by Thomas Jefferson. --
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formed the Committee of Safety and on January 14, 1893, the Committee along with a 

company of United States marines and soldiers placed there by United States 

Government Minister John L. Stevens used military might to defend what they called, the 

American interest on the islands. The business interest in Hawaii has been firmly in place 

since the signing of the Reciprocity Treaty of 1875, which gave the United States free 

access to the sugar grown in Hawaii and increased the presence of Caucasians on the 

islands. In an attempt to keep her people safe from the military action, Queen 

Liliuokalani surrendered and on February 9, 1893, a provisional government, set up by 

Minister Stevens was placed in charge of the island. Minister Stevens sent a request to 

Washington D.C. that Hawaii be annexed by the United States, which Republican 

President Benjamin Harrison supported and soon after Bill H.R. 49 passed the House of 

Representatives. When it then went to the Senate floor for confirmation, the resolution to 

make Hawaii a state faltered for several reasons. One reason for the delay was the 

number of investments involved in Hawaii. But it was not monetary investments to the 

Anglo business owners: it was investments to the royal family and the native people of 

Hawaii and their land was used has collateral. With money being given to the royal 

family to invest in the country, the fear was that if the country was admitted into the 

union, the debts would be forgiven. Business interest in the country did not want to see 

their investments be abandoned, so they worked to delay any admittance for Hawaii so 

that the royal family and their people's land would go piecemeal in mortgage for sums 

borrowed at ruinous rates of interest. 43 Another reason for the hindrance was a racial one. 

43 Merze Tate. Slavery and Racism as Deterrents to the Annexation of Hawaii, 1854-1855 in The Journal of 
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As one Senator stated, '"[for Hawaii] to be admitted to the American Union as a state, the 

native people of Hawaii would be subject to Federal Government the same as the State of 

Massachusetts, and extending to the Queen and all Her subjects, the same rights, civil, 

political, and religious, as are enjoyed by that State .. " which was an issue, because 

"Hawaiians of all classes were much given to indolence and procrastination, unless under 

the influence of a pressing necessity .. "44 This racial tenor was an issue for many native 

Hawaiians because although they felt that the Anglo plantation owners were abusive of 

their people, they feared that "if Hawaii came under the authority of the United States 

[their] color would prevent [them] from receiving that estimation which ought to be 

placed on [their] merits and capacity."45 The final reason was political in nature: the 

second inauguration of Democratic president Grover Cleveland. President Cleveland 

opposed the annexation of Hawaii. 

On March 9, 1893, President Cleveland withdrew the treaty from the Senate and 

on March 29, 1893 President Cleveland sent James Blount to Hawaii to discover the 

exact occurrences in the country. Upon his return, Blount reported that annexation of 

Hawaii should not be considered and that "annexation was a cherished ambition of many 

prominent Republicans, in particular [former President] Benjamin Harrison's 

expansionist Secretary of State, James Blaine [ and] a long-term associate of the 

Negro History, vol. 47, no. I [Jan. 1962], I- 18. 
44 Tate, 4. 
45 Tate, 12. 
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American minister to Hawaii, John Stevens"46 President Cleveland, based on the report 

by Blount, referred the annexation back to Congress for reconsideration of the original 

trade treaty with the independent Hawaii and reinstatement of his friend, Queen 

Liliuokalani. But with pressure from the imperialistic members of Congress, the findings 

of Senate Report 22747 (better known as the "Morgan Report" - which contradicted the 

Blount Report) and the U.S. Congress passing of the Turpie Resolution on May 31, 

1894 which forbade the reinstatement of the Queen, President Cleveland was forced to 

recognize the planter-led Provisional Hawaii government and lead to Hawaii being 

annexed and becoming a U.S. state on July 7, 1898 with the signing of the Newlands 

Resolution under the presidency of William McKinley. 

In 1895 Spain was at war with its colonies in Cuba and the Philippine Islands. 

Although Spain had committed over 100,000 troops to the conflict in Cuba, they only 

succeeded in brutalizing the populace and swelling insurgent ranks. While Cuban 

revolutionaries claimed few victories on the battle field, in the world press they 

accomplished much. Cuban publicists tapped into the American press, telling storied 

( often exaggerated) of Spanish abuses, including policies where Spanish uprooted 

peasants and placed them in disease-ridden camps and converted the countryside into a 

free-fire zone where no one was safe. The Spanish actions in a country so close to 

46 Elinor Langer. "Famous Are the Flowers: Hawaiian Resistance Then - and Now" in The Nation, April, 
2008. 16-29. 
47 The U.S. Congressional Committee was chaired by U.S. Senator John Tyler Morgan from Alabama, who 
also gained infamy by being not only being a General in the Confederate Army during the American Civil 
War but was also one of the leading racist ideologues of the era. Many scholars believe that his thoughts 
and rhetoric were the leading contributors to the creation of the later Jim Crow laws. 
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America brought the notice of the American policy makers, where even President 

William McKinley publicly denounced the actions of the Spanish governmental policies 

towards the native Cubans as "extermination". But even as President McKinley based 

any Cuban intervention upon humanitarianism to "deliver the Cuban people from 

oppression,"48 the advancement of the "yellow press" which offered sensational accounts 

of Cuban brutalities, reflecting a militant nation identity and the revival of Manifest 

Destiny helped in drumming up the popular support for a war with Spain.49 But it would 

be four months after McKinley's denouncement of brutalities in Cuba where the 

"destruction" of the USS Maine took place and the "splendid little war" with Spain began 

in April, 1898. In was in August, 1899 ( only two and a half months after the beginning of 

the war) where the Spanish-American War was declared over and the peace treaty was 

signed in Paris. With this, the United States became a true colonial power and racial 

Darwinist often found it easy to fit the Spanish-American War into a natural selection 

model. At a dinner in New York, a man was reported as having said, "'in my judgment, 

the gun fired by Admiral Dewey in the Bay of Manila was the most important historical 

even since the battle of Waterloo," but in response, Professor Franklin H. Giddings of 

48 Weinberg, 6. 
49 Walter L. Hixson. The Myth of American Diplomacy: National Identity and U.S. Foreign Policy [New 
Haven, London. Yale University Press. 2008], 95. 
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Columbia declared: 

"I find myself compelled to differ from the distinguished guess of 

the evening in his statement of the battle of Manila bay. In my 

judgment it was the most important historical event since Charles 

Martel turned back the Moslems in 732 A.D."50 

Although the United States did not annexation Cuba at the end of the war with Spain, it 

did gain several of Spain former island holdings: Guam, Puerto Rico and the Philippine 

Islands. But the presents of war had not ending for America and the lands in the Pacific. 

The Philippine Islands, before the Spanish-American War, were fighting with Spain for 

their independence. With American winning the war with Spain, Philippine freedom 

fighters expected to be granted their freedom the way Cuba had been. But American had 

other ideas with the annexation of the Philippine Islands in 1899. But America had 

forgotten that the history of the Philippines Islands was "the history of the Islands' native 

population as opposed to that of the mainly foreign denizens associated with 3 81 years of 

Spanish and Japanese colonialism,"51 and with and the Philippine government declaring 

war with American. The Philippine -American War ensued until 1902 with the loss of 

close to 4,000 American lives and close to 1,000,000 Philippine (both freedom fighters 

and civilians) killed. A general justified this by stating the "the problem here is more 

50 Thomas F. Gossett. Imperialism and the Anglo-Saxon in Race and U.S. Foreign in the Ages of 
Territorial and Market Expansion, 1840 to 1900.ed. Michael L. Krenn [New York, London. Garland 
Publishing, Inc. 1998] 215. 
51 John A. Larkin. Philippine History Reconsidered: A Socioeconomic Perspective. The American 

Historical Review, Vol. 87, No. 3. 595. 
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difficult on account of the inbred treachery of these people, their great number, and the 

impossibility of recognizing the actively bad from the only passively so"52 

With the end of the war with the Philippines, the United States did not originally 

work to provide Philippine independence and self-rule with the words of President 

McKinley that the people of the Philippines, were "unfit for self-government and that 

there was nothing left for [the United States] to do but to take them all, and to educate the 

Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and Christianize them."53 This contradicted the 

Schurman Commission which asserted that through Philippine finances should be 

managed "not for the advantage of the sovereign power, but for the benefit of the people" 

and the development of the country," the island "should be made self-supporting."54 

The Philippine Islands would not gain their full independence until it was 

approved by the United States Congress on March 24, 1934 with the Tydings-McDuffie 

Act (officially the Philippine Independence Act; Public Law 73-127) which provided for 

self-government of the Philippines and for Filipino independence (from the United 

States) after a period of twelve years. But from 1902 to 1907 the Filipino people were 

considered ··nationals" and "the essential framework for American -- Philippine relations 

-- the tacit agreement between American officials and the Filipino upper-class, whereby 

the former decline to press for full democratization and otherwise compromise the 

52 John Dower. Yellow, Red and Black Men in The Impact of Race on U.S. Foreign Policy: A Reader. 
Michael L. Krenn ed. [New York, London: Garland Publishing, Inc. 1999] 15 I. 
53 Bill Ong Hing. Defining America Through Immigration Policy [Philadelphia; Temple University Press, 

2004], 44. 
54 Brands, 75. 
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progressive principles, in exchange for the political collaboration of the latter -- was in 

place."55 

55 Brands, 85. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THEW AR, IN A RACIAL/POWER CONTEXT 

"A civilization that chooses to close its eyes to its most crucial problems is a stricken 

civilization" - Amie Cesaire 

For a careful inspection of the United States foreign policy, the review must begin 

with the creation of it political identity. But scholars Liah Greenfeld and Jonathan 

Eastwood belief that to begin such a review, the components of its broader social order, 

conscious and semi-conscious expectation of behavioral norms, conceptions of morality 

and justice, and so forth must be examined. To do this, it must be understood that the 

identity of a typical individual is inextricably bound to that individual's cultural; to the 

intersubjective universe of meaning that he or she inhabits. 56 In analyzing the culture 

basis of the American foreign policy, it becomes apparent that its source has an inception 

and it does not include those outside of its cultural norms. 

The year 1897 was a landmark for both the creation of a "race "for American 

politics and for American imperialism. It was the year that Theodore Roosevelt (as 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy) had begun to avoid using the word "Anglo-Saxon" in his 

speeches and even in his private correspondence with friends and other political figures. 

Instead, Roosevelt began to use a new ethnological division: the "American race" or "our 

56 
Liah Greenfeld and Jonathan Estwood. Nationalism and National Identity Definitional Issues in The 

Oxford handbook of Comparative Politics, eds. Charles Boix and Susan G. Stokes [Oxford, New York. 
Oxford University Press, 2009] 256 - 273. 
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race." But what is both incongruous and poignant in this newly created racial ideology is 

that he gave his "American race" all the same qualities which others race theorists, 

scholars and historians attributed to Anglo-Saxons/Teutons racial structure that those of 

privilege has already attached to. Once, in defense of an admirer saying that Roosevelt 

was a ''triumph of the Anglo-Saxon nation," Roosevelt in tum, "defended" himself 

against the charge. He stated that he would not say that he was a triumph of the Anglo

Saxon nation, because he would not call the United States an Anglo-Saxon country. He 

felt that America was "a new mixed race--a race drawing its 'blood' from many different 

sources. 57 Roosevelt still insisted that the "American race" was a "race apart" from 

English parents for the reason that, 

"the modern Englishman is descended from a Low-Dutch stock, which, when it 

went to Britain, received into itself an enormous infusion of Celtic, a much 

smaller infusion of Norse and Danish, and also a certain infusion of Norman

French blood"58 

For Roosevelt, the British "blood" was different from the America "blood" because later 

immigrants infused America with the blood of other western Europeans--Germans, 

Scandinavians, Irish and Dutch. 59This "melting pot" rhetoric was put forth by Roosevelt 

to expand the fusing of Americans into one race, but a race based upon northern 

57 Thomas Gossett. Imperialism and the Anglo-Saxon. The Impact of Race on U.S. Foreign Policy: A 
Reader. 90- 122.Ed. Michael L. Krenn. [New York. Garland Publishing, Inc. 1999] 99-122. 
58 Theodore Roosevelt. The Winning of the West, vol. I. [Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press 
1894] 157. . 
59 Gail Bederman. Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 
1880-1917 [Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1995] 230. 
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Europeans roots. 60 This racial ideological movement to a dominate American "race" is 

very imperative because it not only provided a more racially inclusive identity for those 

in power, but it provided a racial/political identity for those of the middle and lower 

classes in America, because it allowed an association to occur that went beyond the 

racial/national origins of the white populace itself. This created political identity was 

only a subtype of identity that was oriented towards politics; the political identity of 

America was in tum, based upon a racial characteristic that identified with the 

distribution of power for the now "white" community in the United States and then 

helped in the creation of the national (and international identity) of America which is then 

used both within the country (upon not only the Native-Americans, African-Americans, 

but the Chinese and Japanese immigrants to this country) but becomes a "world-image" 

that focused on the empirical world and presented the world as ultimately by what has 

meaning and value to the country: race and the cultural ideologies of a country. This 

Darwinism approach accentuated the tendency for Americans to begin viewing 

themselves as a "race" in comparative and competitive terms and to locate themselves in 

an Anglo-Saxons community of interests while having an international identity. This 

"world-image" of America then becomes the platform for the country's actions in Hawaii 

and later, the Philippines Islands. 

With this "American race/world-image" ideology being first part of the American 

culture, then becoming part of its national and foreign policy identity, it was a 

uncomplicated order to become part of public understanding, industrial progress and 

60 Dyer. 13 I. 
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military practice, for the reason that by the standards put in place by those in power in the 

country, the nation's industrial progress, military prowess and international influence and 

control allowed it to have the incontestable claim to the top of the racial heap. In the 

Philippine-American war, it was rationalized in racial terms before the American public, 

one in which United States solders came to understand Filipino combatants and 

noncombatants in racial terms, and one in which race became to play a key role in 

bounding and unbound American violence against Filipinos; combatants and 

noncombatants alike. 61 

To convince the American populace that war in the Philippines was necessary and 

proper; the ''jingoes" (a nickname for the political imperialist) used many different tactics 

to both overtly and covertly propel a racially based international conflict. From men of 

faith, like Reverend Oliver C. Miller of San Francisco, who declared that "bloodletting is 

still good for all nations ... For nation and individual the law of cleansing is the same. 

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins,"62 and 

In American foreign policy, the idea of conquest in the Philippines was not 

foreign. Many within the American political structure saw this has the natural order, part 

of an Anglo-Saxon superiority and part of the ideological foundation of the United States 

and its quest for empire. But just as the idea of conquest was prevalent, racial ideology 

and superiority were also major factor. This was the case even as members of the House 

61 Paul A. Kramer. Race-Making and Colonial Violence in the U.S. Empire: The Philippine-American War 
as Race War in Diplomatic History, vol. 30, no, 2 (April, 2006) [Malden, MA. The Society for Historians 
of American Foreign Relations] 169-210. 
62 Gossett, 215. 
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of Representatives and the Senate argued in support or again the United States expansion 

into the Philippines. Many pro-imperialist like Senator Orville Platt from Connecticut 

felt that it was part of the American heritage. Senator Platt stated on the Senate floor that 

"I believe in Providence, the same force was behind our army at Santiago [ capitol of 

Cuba] and our ships in Manila Bay that was behind the landing of the pilgrims on 

Plymouth Rock,"63 and in a letter to President McKinley wrote of the belief that "God 

had placed upon this Government the solemn duty of providing for the people of these 

islands a government based upon the principle of liberty no matter how many difficulties 

the problem may present."64 

Another platform for the expansionist to use was to question the "manhood" or 

'strength" of the United States. By using this line of questioning, those in Congress who 

were against the imperialist expansion of the nation would have to response to their 

"manhood/courage/strength" being brought into question. Senator Lodge warned of 

'incurring humiliation in the eyes of civilized mankind," and President McKinley spoke 

of the danger of becoming the "laughing stock of the world. "65 They would have to 

answer to men like Senator Cushman K. Davis, the chairman of the Senate Committee on 

Foreign Relations who proclaimed: "the United States has ceased to be the China of the 

Western Continent. We are alive, thank God, and must not be insulted by any power in 

63 Scot Ngozi-Brown. African American Soldiers and Filipinos: Racial Imperialism, Jim Crow and Social 
Relations in The .Journal of Negro History, vol. 82, no, I [Winter, 1997]. 42- 53. 
64 Weinberg, 9. 
65 Bederman, 145. 
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this world, great or small."66 By comparing the United States to China, the idea was that 

American was weak and defenseless in the same vein as China and could not defend 

itself the way China had not in being dominated by the British. 

Others within Congress questioned the Filipino people and if they were 

intelligence or responsible enough for government. Men like Colorado's Senator Thom 

Patterson wondered whether or not "the Filipino of average intelligence distinguishes 

between an independent government and a benevolent paternal government"67 and stated 

how it was ''barbarous" either to turn back the Filipinos to their erstwhile oppressors, or, 

having destroyed the Spanish government, to abandon them to their own folly."68 Even 

the argument was used that contradicted the thoughts of one of the political thinkers who 

helped to form the United States: Thomas Locke. Senator Platt of Connecticut declared 

upon, 

"'the consent of some of the governed that is upon the consent of 

peoples adjudged capable of self-government by civilized powers 

deeming themselves capable of such adjudication .... the Filipinos 

as yet are unfit for self-government, in the sense that we have it"69 

Men like Representative Gibson even went so far as to state that the world had moved 

onward to civilization and Christianity against the consent of the government when he 

states "Consent of the governed, indeed!" 70 

66 Weinburg, 14. 
67 Ngozi-Brown, 43. 
68 Weinberg, 47. 
69 Weinberg, 59. 
70 Weinberg, 59. 
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In examining the thoughts of these Senators, the suggestion of not only the 

destiny, but the necessity of American imperialism becomes apparent. This thought of a 

"necessity of rule" became part justification and part amelioration of political desires that 

was became to be recognized as the Civilizing Mission or the White Man's Burden. It is 

this mission where noted post-colonial theorist, Dr. Homi K. Bhabha states: 

There coexist within the same apparatus of colonial power, modem 

systems and sciences of government, progressive 'Western' forms 

of social and economic organization, which provide the manifest 

justification for the project of colonialism [ and] it is on the site of 

this coexistence that strategies of hierarchization and 

marginalization are employed in the management of colonial 

societies." 71 

For many in early U.S. politics and foreign policy, it was the duty to bring the American 

idea of social and economic organization to the Filipino people along and "the duty and 

the manifest destiny of the United States to civilize and Christianize the poor Filipino 

foundlings ... "" This "duty" was done using the marginalization that the American 

ideology of race had from its inception. But for many expansionists, there was probably 

the very human disposition to serve two masters -- humanitarian duty and an immovable 

flag. The "master" that was by chosen by America becomes more apparent as its war with 

the Philippines progresses. 

71 Homi K. Bhabha. The Location of Culture [New York, London. Routledge Classics. 1994] 119. 
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And while most of the speech for domination of the Philippine Islands was great, 

some of the most venomous rhetoric was from those who were anti-imperialist who were 

against the initiative of annexing the Philippines. Men like Senator John Daniel of 

Virginia who felt warned that the Filipino people were "not only of all hegemues and 

colors, but there were spotted people there, and what I have never heard of in any other 

country, there are striped people there with zebra signs upon them."72 Senator Daniel and 

other anti-imperialist Congressmen regarded the dark-complexioned races in the 

Philippines as a "witch's caldron" which would threaten white America's racial purity. 

While some anti-imperialist did articulate the question; if the United States had lawful 

authority over the islands, then did not the British have lawful authority over America? 

But outside of a few questions, the majority of anti-imperialist rhetoric took a more racial 

tenor. 

Dr. Uma Narayan (2000) states that "Cultural imperialism in colonial times 

denied rather than affirmed that one's Other were 'just like oneself,' insisting on the 

colonized Others' difference from and inferiority to the Western subject..."73 It is with 

this thought that this study into foreign policy of the United States both before and during 

the Philippine-American War is to address. Because those in power in America identified 

with the Anglo culture of Western Europe above all and in their vision, they saw 

themselves has carriers of this Western culture and they saw the Philippines and other 

Pacific Ocean countries as "other" which in turn, place them into what Edward Said 

72 Ngozi-Brown, 51. 
73 Uma Narayana. Undoing the "Package Picture" of Cultures in Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 
vol. 24, no 4, 2000 
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called a "dominate/dominated" role where "the former [Westerners/Americans] 

dominate; the latter [the Philippines] must be dominated, which usually means having 

their land occupied, their internal affairs rigidly controlled, their blood and treasure put at 

the disposal of one or another Western power."74 With the culture of the Filipino people 

being put into a marginalized state because of their not being European in nature, it 

became a simple move to dominate the culture by America to both subjugate the people 

and to bring them the benevolence of the American race, because the Filipino people 

were to be a subject race, dominated by a race that knows them and what is good for 

them better than they could possibly know themselves. 

The paradox is that while the American national identity influenced the U.S. 

foreign policy towards a restrictive vision of the Filipino culture, the Filipino people 

attempted to show their own cultural progress to American and the world. Prior to the 

beginning of the War, the Philippine Revolution to overthrow Spanish control was 

underway. Led by Emilio Aguinaldo, the country declared the Philippine Island's 

independence from Spanish control in mid-1898. They then formed the Malolos 

congress, done in the name of an emerging 'civilization" finally capable of expressing 

itself as an independent state. During the Filipino struggle for independent from Spanish 

authority, many Filipino embraced Catholicism, advanced education and bourgeois 

sophistications and felt that by taking up western culture and ideals, it would constitute a 

viable argument for independent from Spain initially and acknowledge of a "culture" 

from the United States finally. Even during the initial American occupation of the 

74 Said, 35. 
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Philippine Islands during the war, U.S. soldiers came to know individual Filipinos, and 

their families and visited their churches and homes and up until the very brink of war, 

American soldiers frequented Filipino concerts, dances, ceremonies and dinners, often 

recording their admiration for Filipino grace, hospitality, and artistic achievement in their 

diaries and letters. 75 

Even in the last months of 1898, as the Treaty of Paris between the United States 

and Spain was being negotiated, Filipinos sought recognition by launching legal and 

historical arguments for the sovereignty of the Philippine Republican and the 

unfeasibility of the islands' transfer to the United States. Felipe Agoncillo, representative 

of the Philippine republic sent to the United States to lobby for Philippine independent 

before U.S. politicians and the common public. In his January 30, 1899 argument titled 

"'Memorial to the Senate of the United States", Agoncillo claims that the United States of 

America formally recognize the Philippine Republic through its dealings with 

Aguinaldo's government. Agoncillo also appealed to the United States' own political 

history and foundation, asking "the Republic of America [to] adhere to the teachings of 

international law as laid down by some of its founders" and ask for America to recognize 

the sovereignty of the Filipino people by "civilizational standings." 76 

At the same time, the Philippines sought recognition of its sovereignty in its 

official newspaper La Independencia, itself meant to be a representation of the Philippine 

Republic's "civilization" and sovereignty before imagined audience both within and 

75 Gatewood, 279. 
76 Felip Agoncillo, Memorial to the Senate of the United States [Washington, DC. 1899] 2. 
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outside the islands. In the paper, they provided cultural evidence of such "civilization" in 

its banners that promised "Literature, Arts, Commerce, Economic Questions, News from 

Abroad, Drawing, Chronicles of Art, War Notes, Correspondents in all providences of the 

Archipelago, London, Paris, Madrid, Singapore, Hong-Kong and Saigon"77 and during 

late 1898 and early 1899, defends the sovereignty of the nation by presenting its 

humanitarian treatment of Spanish prisoners. In doing this, the Filipino people both prior 

to and during the initial onset of their war with America, attempted to demonstrate to 

America that notwithstanding. their darker hue, they had the supposed virtues of the 

Anglo culture: honor, dignity, and primarily, a sense of national identity. The writer Jose 

Rizal worked to evolve a sense of self-realization for the military by giving them the 

name "Los Indios Bravos" translated to "the brave natives."78 In doing so, Rizal calls up 

several visions: one of natives who are willing to struggle and fight for their lands and by 

using the term "'brave" indicated masculinity, which went against the vision of "children" 

in used in the United States imperialist mindset. By attempting to take ownership of the 

"unsexing" of the Philippines, Rizal attempts to put the Filipino people on the same 

cultural level as American. Both the elite and the middle-class in the Philippines 

responding back to the white elites of the United States for the purpose of recognition, 

especially the affirmation of civilization status as the criteria first for assimilation and 

political rights and finally, for political independence. 

77 From "El Espiritu de la Asociaci6n," [The Association Spirit] in la Independencia [ 1898]: presented by 
Kramer 177. 
78 Paul A. Kramer. The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States and the Philippines. [New 
York, Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press. 2006] 79. 
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But by the drawing down of the Spanish-American War and the beginnings of the 

war in the Philippines, America foreign policy has already moved beyond 

acknowledgement of a nation built upon the culture of the Filipino people. The American 

elite has convinced the American people that American should lead overseas because 

"white American men should dominate [the Philippines] by virtue of their evolved good 

character, civilized self-control, and successful creation of a function North American 

empire" while the Filipino people were "no more than children, primitive and wild, in 

need of the guidance of a big brother or great white father." 79 

President McKinley spoke to the American people that the Filipinos "consented to 

American sovereignty by virtue of their desire for the goods which American sovereignty 

alone (as it seemed to him could give them."80 That the actual opposition among the 

Filipinos was of slight extent and like "the overridden contrariness of children would 

soon give way to a "better will,"81 was the ultimate concern expressed to the American 

public. 

But one of the most malicious tools used to both justify and subjugate the Filipino 

people was not created from the rhetoric of the U.S. foreign policy. The poem was the 

White Man 's Burden, written by Rudyard Kipling and printed in McClure's Magazine in 

1899. For many Americans, the title of the poem offered a pleasing substitute for the 

word "imperialism" and provided a balm for burdened souls by an ingenious technique of 

79 Susan A. Brewer. Why America Fights: Patriotism and War Propaganda from the Philippines to Iraq. 
[Oxford, New York, Toronto. Oxford University Press. 2009], 17. 
80 Weinberg, 22. 
81 Weinberg, 22. 
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euphemism which may be named "onomantithesis." This word is defined as designating 

any largely unpleasant thing not by its ordinary name, but by the antithesis of the 

connotation of the ordinary name and was seen to distract attention from the morally 

unpleasant original idea. Thus, racial imperialism by military subjugation was called in 

"onomantithesis~' the white man's burden. Within his poem, Kipling expresses the 

understanding of imperial racism that the expansionist in Congress could only hope to do. 

Kipling expresses how the burden-bearer was urged to rescue the heathen from sickness, 

war and famine; he was not exhorted to cure "any of the objectionable personal 

characteristics which underlay the difficulties. "82 

Kipling was able to express in his poem what other racial theorist could not: his 

regard that the heathen's personal faults was incurable and that this will bring the burden

bearer's limited hopes to an unfruitful end. But this message in the Kipling poem was not 

understood by many in the country. What most understood was Kipling's view that the 

manhood of a world power (namely the United States) was contingent upon the moral 

discipline of imperialism and that it was the white man's burden must be taken up not 

because of liking or hope for the so-called recipient but because its postulation was the 

manifest destiny of manly athleticism. Although the idea of "little brown brother" was 

attributed to Kipling's poem, it was not truly the case - within the poem, Kipling implied 

in every line that this devilish~ childish, foolish, slothful, ungrateful, hateful species "ain't 

no kin to me." Kipling's poem was the device that American racial imperialism needed if 

not in deed, then in words. It expressed understand that the 'white man's burden' must be 

82 Weinberg, 89. 
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borne with the strength of red American blood and not with the weakness of humanitarian 

uncertainty. Many in the public sphere understood though the poem the words of 

President McKinley that "the burden was our moral opportunity" to save and protect the 

Filipino people from themselves, no matter how difficult the 'burden' would be upon the 

American people. By joining the message of race with the message found in "White 

Man's Burden," the new McKinley-Kipling doctrine gave American racial foreign policy 

a new focal point and thrust for the American people to join and gave the Filipino people 

an even greater fear of the America that was looming ahead of them. 

"Outside/Inside/Outside": The African-American Soldiers in the Philippines 

Within the United States, minorities were pressured into assimilation: join the 

dominant culture or they would be left out of political rewards rather than considering 

themselves to be groups with proud cultural traditions or with constitutional rights 

derived from the 14th Amendment. Within America and in its foreign policy, 

assimilationist like President Roosevelt believed that the American culture, based upon 

the model of English Anglo-Saxon cultural model to be superior to all other cultures, so 

that all those within America should assimilate to the dominant culture in order for 

acceptance. This sense of being both "within" the American political structure and 

outside of it due to their race, led many African-American soldiers who participated in 

the Philippine-American War to feel what W.E.B. DuBois stated accurately: "one ever 

feels his twoness - an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled 

strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it 
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from being tom asunder ... "83 Many African-American soldiers, even during the Spanish

American War, has had a feeling of being "exiles in their own lands," has "unloved 

strangers" excluded from the supposed inclusiveness of the American "race." This 

"inside/outside" cultural identity was a "cruel and totally inescapable ambivalence of his 

status in his country" has forced him to wage a persistent battle for self-identity and self

esteem. 84 This inside/outside conflict of the African America solders abroad was also 

prevalent in the African American society within the country, who also had conflicting 

emotions and attitudes spawned by their unique position in ventures of the imperialist 

America. 

But the color of a man's skin does not necessarily determine whose interests he 

serves85 and this racial/cultural connection was further raised by the Filipino people to the 

African-American soldiers. One soldier, William Simms of the 1901 th regiment, when 

patrolling the towns in search of insurgent forces, was asked by a Filipino native boy 

''Why do you American negro come ... to fight us when we are much the a friend to him 

and have not done anything to him ... He is the same as me and me all the same as you. 

Why don't you fight those people in American who burn Negroes that make a beast of 

you?"86 For many African-American soldiers who were fighting in the Philippines, this 

racial connection to the future of the Filipino people was most significant, because these 

83 W.E.B. DuBois. The Souls of Black Folk. [New York. The Library of America. l 986] 4. 
84 Willard Gatewood. Smoked Yankees: letters.from Negro Soldiers [Little Rock, University of Arkansas 
Press, 1987], 4 7. 
85 Shepherd, Jr., 21. The Study of Race in American Foreign Policy and International Relations in Race and 
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London. Garland Publishing, Inc. 1998] 21. 
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soldiers connected the Anglo soldiers calling the Filipino people "niggers" as drawing a 

color line which would accompany Americanization of the islands indicated what was in 

store for the "little brown brothers" under American rule87 and caused some of the 

African-American soldiers to reflect that the war may not have occurred "if the army of 

occupation would have treated [Filipinos] as people."88 Many African American soldiers 

used these occurrences to distinguish a relationship with the Filipino people not only 

because of an internal racial identifier, but also an external identifier that was placed 

upon both groups by the ideology of the America "race" that had no place for either 

group. Congressmen like Senator Benjamin "pitchfork" Tillman of South Carolina 

argued that the Filipino and the African-American were similar because neither group 

had acquired the intellectual capacity necessary for suffrage or self-governing, 

marginalizing the "culture" of the Filipino people. 

This connection to race between the African-American soldier and the insurgents 

was so pronounced that the Filipino Nationalists used propaganda specifically targeted to 

the African-American soldiers. This particular method of racial identifier propaganda that 

was to leave placards in trees and in areas that the troops patrolled that stated that the 

Filipino freedom fighters were fighting with the American forces for the same cause that 

African-Americans were struggling for in the United States and that black people were 

"being lynched by the same people who were trying to compel us [Filipinos] to believe 

87 Gatewood, 15. 
88 Kramer, 174. 
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that their government will deal justly and fairly with us [Filipinos ]."89 This recognition of 

the racial American foreign policy is no more prominent than in the "to the Colored 

American Soldier" written by Emilio Aguinaldo. In this placard, Aguinaldo put the 

question of the American national identity back to the Black soldiers: 

It is without honor that you are spilling your costly blood. Your 

masters have thrown you into the most iniquitous fight with double 

purpose - to make you the instrument of their ambition and also 

your hard work will soon make the extinction of your race. Your 

friends, the Filipino, give you this good warning. You must 

consider your history, and take charge that the Blood of Sam Hose 

[an African -American brutally lynched and mutilated in 

Newman, Georgia] proclaims vengeance.90 

This connection between the national identity of America and the racial 

nature of its foreign policy was not lost on Emilio Aguinaldo, nor was the 

connection lost on many of the African-American soldiers who fought in 

the Philippines. 

While the cultural and racial correlation between the African-American and the 

Filipino populace was great and the consequence of the American culture was perceived 

by both racial groups, some African Americans still attempted to identify with the 

89 Gatewood,268. 
90 

William B. Gatewood Jr. Black Americans and the Quest for Empire, 1898-1903 in The Journal of 

Southern History, vol 38, no. 4 [Nov. 1972], 545 - 566. 
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"American culture" that had been actualized. Some African-American soldiers in the 

Philippines did pick up the "white man's burden," by embracing the imperialism that was 

occurring. One soldier, M.W. Saddler, Sergeant in Company K, 25th infantry) stated that 

"whether it is right to reduce these people to submission is not a question for the soldier 

to decide. Our oath of allegiance knows neither race, color nor nation and if such a 

question should arise, it would be disposed of as one of a political nature by a soldier."91 

This idea was similar to the thought of Dr. J.M. Henderson, a African-American minister 

in Brooklyn who felt that "those blacks who spoke out against going to war were "being 

used by some whites as evidence that Negroes were incapable of functioning as 

responsible citizens" and had "failed to response to influences of American civilization"92 

Of the majority of attitudes, ideologies and understands researched, Sgt. Saddler and Dr. 

J.M. Henderson presented the most captivating perspective involved in the Philippine 

conflict. Both men embracing the racial imperialism of America and Sgt. Saddler used 

his military standing has a form of justification for his actions. Both men go through what 

Leon Festinger would call a cognitive dissonance. This cognitive dissonance by 

definition refers "to any incompatibility an individual might perceive between two or 

more attitudes or between behavior and attitudes". Festinger would argue that any form 

of inconsistency is uncomfortable and that individuals will attempt to reduce the 

dissonance and, hence the discomfort. With this, an individual will seek a stable state, in 

91 Gatewood, 249. 
92 Gatewood, 259. 
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which there is a minimum of dissonance."93 With this social behavioral definition in 

place it becomes clearer that Sgt. Saddler, being presented with two incompatibilities: the 

incompatibilities of racism and the foreign policy of America, and seeking to reduce the 

dissonance within himself, choose the path of minimum dissonance. For Sgt. Saddler and 

many others African-American soldiers, the known racism within the military and in 

American society is a better fit than attempting to place themselves within the unknown 

of racial conscientiousness with the Filipino people. 

This social connection was all the more important when brought into 

consideration that President Theodore Roosevelt and the rest of the white military 

establishment believed that African-American soldiers needed additional command from 

their white commanding officers. In a series of articles published in Scribner's Magazine 

where President Roosevelt, reflecting on his experience as a "Rough Rider" claimed that 

African-American soldiers had an inordinate tendency to retreat and engage in 

"misconduct" when white officers were not present: "I attributed this trouble and fear of 

the darkey, natural in those but one generation from slavery and but a few generations 

removed from the wildest savagery."94 This level ofracism within military life, coupled 

with a persistent racism from the white merchant ships that carried the African-American 

soldiers into the Philippines. Even if not fully realized or accepted by Sgt. Saddler and 

other African-Americans in the military, the fates of the African-American soldier and 

the Filipinos were bound by their common disenfranchisement, where neither was 

93 Stephen P. Robbins, Timothy A. Judge, Organizational Behavior, 13th Edition [Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey. Pearson - Prentice Hall, 2009] 76. 
94 Dyer, 100. 
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regarded to be capable of complete political participation and self-determination. 

The African-American and Anglo soldiers also saw something else within their 

"brown enemy." The Black soldiers saw a connection to country and racial cultural 

identity that the African-Americans people have been removed from over the years of 

America's growth. The Black troops saw a connection to the Filipino where both suffered 

from the specter of disenfranchisement, economic dislocation, mob violence and 

terrorism that plagued both groups. African-American troop also recognized the 

"childlike" state that was placed upon the Filipino people was the same for them, because 

white America held that "the Negro was innately inferior to the white, and that while as a 

race Negroes might achieve a certain degree of progress, still they could never reach the 

white man's intellectual, cultural, moral and physical level."95 This racial cultural identity 

created the cultural spirit that gave the Filipinos people the aspiration to "defend with 

inexpressible valor the liberty secured at the price of so much blood and sacrifice." 96 

What both groups saw was a propensity of both white soldiers and officers to compare 

both the African American troops and the Filipinos the same thing - both were "niggers," 

even though the inhabitants of the Philippines were of diverse ethnic and racial 

backgrounds. The racial relationship that the white soldiers had with the Filipino people 

95 James W. Vander Zanden. "The Ideology of White Supremacy" in .Journal of the History of Ideas, vol. 
20, no. 3 (June - September, 1959) 392 .. 
96 Jose Rizal. The Philippine A Century Hence (trans. Filipinas de cien anos) found in la Solidaridad, 
Madrid. 1889. 
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was shaped and formed by their experience in the United States, so using the terms 

"nigger" and "gugu" was of no concern. 97 

Those within the authority of the American military did see the racial/cultural 

connection between the African-American soldiers and their Filipino counterpart during 

the War. One was General Robert P. Hughes who stated, 'the darkey troops ... mixed 

with the natives at once. Whenever they come together they became good friends. When I 

withdrew the darkey company from Santa Rita I was told that they [the African

American solders] shed tears over their going away ... I know they begged me to leave 

them there."98 The irony of this being that in 1898, the Army's decision to place African

American troops in the conflict with the Spanish in Cuba and the Filipino people in the 

Philippine -American war was guided by racialist assumptions about the belief that the 

biological make-up of African Americans made them immune from diseases that could 

be received in tropical climates. 

97 The term "gugu" was actually a native skin cream that was used on by the Filipino people. As American 
troops came to the island, they misunderstood the term and called the people "gugus," which they would 
later change into "gooks," by the time America went to war with Japan during World War II. Going 
forward, the word "gook" would be used in all American conflicts where the opponent was of Asian 
descent. Gatewood, 220. 
98 Gatewood. 69. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

"A civilization that uses its principles for trickery and deceit is a dying civilization". -

Aime Cesaire 

The Oxford American Dictionary defines racism as; 

"n. the belief that all members of each race possess characteristics 

or abilities specific to that race, esp., so as to distinguish it as 

inferior or superior to another race or races; prejudice, 

discrimination, or antagonism directed against someone of a 

different race based on such a belief." 

It is understood that power is the primary determinant of group relations and that 

the desire for power pushed for "control over the major political, economic and social 

structures of society, for it is within these structures that most policy decisions, including 

the allocation or reallocation of power, privilege and resources are determined." 99 And 

although many would like to believe that American national identity is "inclusive, race

neutral, and civic-oriented identity that rest on a narrative of the United States as a nation 

of immigrants," 100 this is not the case. In America, power and privilege are determined 

based upon racial origins, with Anglo/European origins obtaining the most privilege 

99 Paul Kegan. Race, Ethnicity and Power: A Comparative Study [London, Boston, Melbourne: Routledge. 
1983] 200. 
100 Gregory W. Streich. "Discourse of American National Identity: Echoes and Lessons from the I 9 I Os -
I 920s" in Citizenship Studies, vo I. 13, no. 3 (June, 2009) 267 - 287. 
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while using "brown/yellow/red racism" 101 to view the rest of the world. The racial 

superiority of the Anglo-America 'race" became the focal point of the burgeoning nation 

and the same ideology of superiority of self/ marginalization of the culture of "others" 

became the foci of the American foreign policy's growth into the world following the 

conflict in the Philippines. From this extended "training ground" the modem American 

nation was born; the nation that views countries of South America as tools for personal 

pleasure. The idea of race within American foreign policy grew to it response of Japan 

during the negations of peace following World War I and the war trials during World 

War II. It cultivated further to the America that later, under the guise of stopping the 

spread of "communism," spread into the Asian region, where Korea, Vietnam and Laos 

became it later victims. Where even as times progressed and cultural knowledge 

expanded, America would still follow the assumption that unless tradition societies could 

learn to innovate and adopt Western [meaning Anglo-American] ideas, techniques, 

organizational methods, incentives and institutions - a whole new set of attitudes and 

way of life- they must continue to languish on the fringe of poverty. 102 This ideology 

denies the understood ideal that in the creation of a national identity; people have the 

desire to see themselves as "equal" to both one another but to other nations. By 

America's inability to recognize this national identity from anything but a foundation 

based upon a superiorly based upon race, the nation seeking recognition of their national 

101 Robert E. Washington. "Brown Racism and the Formation of a World System of Racial Stratification," 
International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, vol. 4, no. 2 ( 1990) 209. 
102 James E. Dougherty, Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, Jr. Contending Theories of International Relations: A 
Comprehensive Survey [New York, San Francisco, Boston. Addison Westley Longman, Inc. 2001] 456. 
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identity are left with no other option but to resist being marginalized. This can be done by 

either a protest or an explosion, but the resistance to being marginalized will occur. 

If America learns from its experience in the Philippines it should be that racial 

imperialism is unsound and in a world where recognition of identity is paramount, 

cultural differences must be understood and acknowledges and not "westernized" using 

lenses clouded by racial differences. 

The words of Jose Rizal, although addressing the Filipino people are more than 

suited for the foreign policy of the United States after its war with the Philippine Islands 

into the 21 st Century: 

In contemplating such an unfortunate eventuality, we must not turn 

away in horror, and so instead of closing our eyes we will face 

what the future may bring. For this purpose, after throwing the 

handful of dust due to Cerberus, let us frankly descend into the 

abyss and sound its terrible mysteries" 103 

The question arises, will the foreign policy of the United States give up its racial tones or 

will we continue to descend into the abyss and sounds its terrible mysteries? 

103 Jose Rizal. 8. 
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