




























III METHODS AND PROCEDUHES 

POPULATION OF THE STUDY 

The pool of children from which experimental and control group subjects were chosen consisted of 

the total enrollment of kindergarten level students at the Timber Creek Early Learning Center in 

Flower !vlound New Town, Texas. The center is under the direction of Dr. Marilyn Sietsema. Flower 

-Mound New Town was to be a completely planned community, partially funded by the federal 

department of Housing and Urban Development. The Timber Creek Early Learning Center, which al so 

received a grant from HUD, wns a pre-service to the community. That is to say, the child cure cent.er 

opened before there were actually any families living in Flower Mound New Town. Thus, the children 

attending the center were actually residents of the nearby city of Lewisville and of some small town 

communities nearby, such as Roanoke and the old community of Flower Mound. The residents of 

Lewisville are predominantly middle income socio-economic level families. Most of the children's 

fathers were employed in white collar po::- itions and 90% · of the children's mothers were employed 

outside the home. Most of the parents worked in nearby Dallas. The student body of Timber Creek 

Learning Center was entirely white racially. 

The school itself is an open-spaced, informal educational setting, with multi-age grouping. The 

faculty is comprised of degreed teachers, 75% of whom have Master's degrees in Early Childhood 

Education. The curriculum emphasizes the development of the whole child and devotes a great amount 

of time and energy to creative enrichment activities such as music, art, cooking and dance. No lessons 

in creative dramatics were included in the curriculum until after the completion of this study. 

SUBJECT SELECTION 

The total number of kindergarten level students enrolled at Tim bcr Creek Early Learning Center 

was 37. Of this number, 17 were morning students nnd 20 were afternoon student. . Th_ere were no 

distinguishing or <lifferentinting demographic vuriablrs for the two groups . .Morning or afternoon 

attendance wns not predicated on nny Rort of factoF. Therefore, due ·to the consequent. simplification of 

the administration of the treatment, and the virtuol elimination of the contaminntion effects which 
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Time 

20 minutes 

Materials 

None 

Object it-es 

37 
LESSON 23 

When it is hist urn, the child will continue the story which is being composed by the group. 

Procedure 

The instructor will explain that today we are all going to make-up some stories, but instead of 
each of us making up our own story, we will all work together and each shall contribute to part of the 
story. It will he a story written by the entire creative dramatics class. Be sure each child understands 
the procedure. Indicate that the teacher will begin the story and then after a few minutes of the story 
she will point to someone else. It is now that person's turn to add to the story. Emphasize that the 
following part must be in keeping with what has already been made up. Then, when the teacher points 
to someone ebe, the person talking· must stop immediately and the new designate must start. Also, 
emphasize that we want our story to have a beginning, a middle and an end. The teacher should pick a 
theme for the story which will be in keeping with interests demonstrated by members of the class in 
previous sessions. 

Compose,two or three sJories as time permits. 

LESSON 24 

J'ime 

20 minutes. 

Materials 

Basket full of all kinds of hats which would suggest -different character-types. There should be 
enough hats that each child can have a choice, or in other words, at least 2 or 3 more hats than there arc 
children. 

Objectfres 

Each child will choose a hat and create a character to go with the hat. The child will demom;trate 
how that character would walk and will be able to answer questions about the character. At least 75% of 
the children will be able to elaborate on their character-idea enough to be able to create a dialogue with 
another character. 

Procedure 

Place the basket of hats in the center of the circle of kids. Give euch child an opportunity to select 
a hat for himself. After everyone has selected a hut remind the children that different types of people 
walk and uct differently. Tell them to imngine whut type of person or kind of character\, ould wear the 
hat that they chose. Huve the entire group walk uround inn circle, eRch child demonstrating how their 
character would walk. The instructor might want to pick out some of the rhythms on the tnmhourine if 
she feels that it would be helpful. Have the class be seated. Then in turn ask the children about their 
characters. Some questions might include: How old is your chnrnctcr? Whnt i8 his favorite food? Whnt 
is his favorite sport? What dors he hate? etc. Other children cnn also nsk quest ions. Choose a few of the 
charncters nnd pair them up for a convcrnntion. Staten given situation th.nt they might find themselves 
in and encourage the children to crcutc u cliologue. Continue until each child hn~ n turn. 



Time 

20 minutes 

Materials 
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LESSON 25 

Kids Stuff album by Incentive Publications, Nashville, Tennessee and a record player 

Objectives 

The child will listen to the story on the Kids Stu/ f record and will contribute at least one idea to 
the story . 

J>rocc>dure 

Play the story with strange sounds on side 2, band 3. Then, per the instructions on the record, 
compose a new, different story using the new sounds. Record the story. Then have the children recall 
the sounds which are associated with the characters in their story . Then, replay the sounds and have 
the group become that character for a few moments. Ask questions about the character and why he 
would be associated with that particular sound. Ask some other elaborating questions. Repeat this 
procedure for some of the other characters. Then replay the recording and narrate the story while the 
entire group pantomimes the story. 

Time 

20 minutes 

Materials 

None. 

Objectives 

LESSON 26. 

The child will contribute at least one possibility of who is at the door, and will contribu.te at least 
one other idea to the group writing of a skit . The child wil.l take a role in the acting out bf the skit. _ 

Procedure 

Read the following poem to the children: 

Someone 

Someone came knocking 
At my wee, small door; 

Someone came knocking, 
I'm sure - sure - sure; 

I listened, I opened, 
I looked to left & right, 

But naught there was a stirring 
In the still dark night. 

Only the busy beetle 
Tap-tapping in the wall . 

Only from the forest 
The screech-owls cull 

Only the cricket whistling 
While the dew-drops fall, 

So I know not who come knocking 
At all, at nll, at all. 

Walter De La Mure 












